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EDITORIAL NOTES. 

The very considerable increase in the production of straw, 
owing to the much extended area under corn crops, has given 
large numbers of farmers cause for serious 
Utilisation of reflection as to the best means of using or 

Straw. disposing of their surplus. The obvious 

means in normal times would have been 
to stock more heavily, to produce more meat or more dung — 
but the recent great shortage of feeding stuffs has prevented 
most farmers from using all their straw in this manner. Unless, 
therefore, some outlet is found there must be a considerable 
surplus for use next winter. The Board have had the matter 
under investigation for two or three years past, and three 
possible methods of utilising straw have received attention : 
(i) Industrial uses of straw ; (2) Enhancement of the feeding 
value of straw ; and (3) Conversion of straw into manure without 
the aid of the animal. These questions are dealt with in the 
article on p. 4, and the conclusion is that farmers should not 
contemplate the sale of straw off the farm until they have 
exhausted the possibilities of using it to reduce the food bill 
and increase the production of manure for use on the arable 
acreage. 

* * * * 

In recent years a great trouble on many sheep farms has 
been the disease known as Louping-ill — a disease of a seasonal 
character, which for long appeared to 
Louping-ill of Sheep, baffle investigators who endeavoured to 
determine the cause, owing to apparent 
confusion in relation to diseases having one or mr re similar 
symptoms and to divergent opinions as to origin. An investiga- 
tion of Louping-ill was undertaken some years ago by Sir 
Stewart Stockman, Chief Veterinary Officer to the Board, and 
in this issue of the Journal (p, 24) he contributes in a more or 
less popular form an account of the more important conclusions 
arrived at. The chief of these appear to be that no specific 
cuu is known ; that it may eventually be possible to resort 
to preventive inoculation and immumse breeding stock ; and 

j /x * 
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that eradication depends on freeing the pastures from the ticks 
responsible for introducing the disease to the diccp — ^and this 
involves such methods as starving the ticks, dipping the ^eep, 
etc. These questions are dealt with separately in the article 
by Sir Stewart Stockman. 

Ill * *l( >le 

Farmers have anxiously awaited information as to the prices 
the Government were prepared to guarantee for the 1919 grain 
crops. A notice was issued to the Press 
Pricei for 1919 at the beginning of April to the effect 
Qrain Cropt. that the prices guaranteed by the Govern- 
ment for the 1919 crops are 75s. 6 d. 
per qr. of 504 lb. in the case of wheat ; 68s. 10 \d. per 

qr. of 448 lb. of barley ; and 47s. 6 d. per qr. of 336 lb. 

of (M$. The guarantee applies to the normal sales and not 
to the produce consumed on the farm ; the payments to 
growers will be the difference between “ av('rage prices 
and the guaranteed prices, on the basis of yields per acre 

of 4 qr. of wheat, 4 qr. of barley, and 5 qr. of oats re- 

spectively ; and the proportion normally sold will be taken 
as four-fifths in the case of barley and two-thirds in the 
case of oats. The full statement is given at p. 97. It was 
stated. in the House of Commons on the ^ 7th inst. by the 
Parliamentary Secretary to the Board that farmers who 
grew rye for the 1919 harvest at the request of the Board 
or the Ministry of Food would be brought under the terms 
of the guaranteed price, but that the method of carrying out 
the guarantee had not yet been decided upon. 

♦ 4 c Hi 41 He 

There is at the* present time a great need for the extension 
of cheese-making which shows every prospect of being profit- 
able, and the Board have endeavoured 
Rearing * during the past year or two to demon- 
strate in a number of centres the possi- 
bilities of co-operative cheese-making for farmers, and have 
arranged for instruction through travelling cheese schools. 
The chief objection of farmers in stock-raising districts to 
taking up cheese-making, is that they say they must have 
either whole milk or separated milk for their calves. The 
development of cheese-making is, therefore, held up until 
farmers can find a substitute for their calves. The substitute 
is at hand — ^in the cheese room — in the shape of whey. Most 
farmers may be unaware how they can use it with advantage 
for calf-rearing. About a year ago the Board arranged for 
trials to be made, and it has been found that by using a 
mixture of concentrated and highly-digestible foods the 
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difference in composition between milk and whey can be made 
good. Farmers are, therefore, now able to convert their milk 
into cheese without fearing that their calves will suffer severely, 
for they can rear them satisfactorily on whey and such substi- 
tutes as those mentioned. An account of the trials on rearing 
calves on whey and meals is given at p. 39. 

« 

Up to the end of March a small publication known as Weekly 
Notes" was prepared and issued by the Joint Committee of 
the Board and the Ministry of Food, who 

Weekly Notes for were responsible for 35 weekly issues. 

Farmer!. Owing to the cessation of hostilities it 
has been decided that the existence of the 
Joint Committee is no longer necessary, and they accordingly 
concluded their work on 3Tst March. Certain of their activities 
will be continued by the Board, and the " Weekly Notes " 
will, for the present, be published each Thursday, 

The object of " Weekly Notes " is to bring before fanners 
as early as possible information of immediate interest or 
importance, and to state in simple language the exact position 
in regard to matters which may present difficijlties. Farmers 
are invited to communicate with the Board in respect of any 
point which they think might be elucidated in this publication. 

Any newspaper, farmer, land owner, or land agent can obtain 
" Weekly Notes for Farmers " regularly (ir^e and post free) by 
sending a request for its despatch, to The Secretary, Board of 
Agriculture and Fisheries, 3, St, James's Square, London, S.PF. i, 
writing " Weekly Notes " in the top left-hand corner of the 
envelope or post card of application. Communications to the 
Board need not be stamped. 

4c • 

The Board have in preparation a series of free Guides for 
Small Holders, prepared with the object of assisting men in the 
Forces who are considering the possibility 
Guide! for of settling on the land after demobilisation. 

Small Holder!. Although primarily intended for service 
men, the guides are available for the general 
public. The first of the guides (No. i — Pig-keeping for Small 
Holders) has already been issued, and copies can be obtained, 
price 2d, post free on application to The Secretary, Board of 
Agriculture and Fisheries, 3, St, James's Square, London^ 
S,W, j. Other guides to be issued shortly deal with The 
Small Holder's Horse, Farm Crops, Soils and Manures, 
Co-operation for the Small Holder, Market Garden Crops, 
Fruit Growing on the Small Holding, Dairying, etc. 
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REPORT ON THE WAGES AND 
CONDITIONS OF EMPLOYMENT IN 
AGRICULTURE. 

The Report* which has just been issued by the Board of 
Agriculture and Fisheries cn the Wages and Conditions of 
Employment in Agriculture brings the long list of inquiries 
into the economic position of the agricultural labourer in 
England up to date. It follows for the most part the familiar 
lines of all such inquiries, but it has a special value and interest 
of its own, which distinguishes it from all those which have 
gone before, inasmuch as it relates to a period when a change is 
taking place in the economic state of the farm worker which is 
without parallel since the agricultural revolution of the Four- 
teenth Century. The drain of labour to the army and to other 
industrial employments which had been going on steadily for 
many years past was increased and intensified out of all com- 
parison by the influence of the great War. New conditions, 
however, are now being introduced, which will, no doubt, 
profoundly modify not only tlie relations of employers to 
employed, but ^aJso the whole occupation of agriculture, 
including the ownership of land, the methods of cultivation, 
and the bearing which the use of that part of the soil of this 
country which is or can be devoted to the production of 
agricultural crops has to other vital industries, and to the 
welfare of the nation as a whole. 

The Report, which has been drawn up by Mr. Geoffrey 
Drage, who was appointed Director of Investigations by the 
Board in October, 1917, aims at describing the state of English 
agriculture immediately before the outbreak of hostilities, and 
the changes which took place as the War progressed till the 
armistice relieved the situation. The Board were fortunate 
in being able to secure, for the collection of evidence, a staff 
of investigators whose untiring zeal and energy in carrying 
out their arduous duties were evidence of the public spirit with 
which they undertook their task. The record should be of 
great value, therefore, not only for historical and economic 
students but also for those whose duty it will be to deal with 
the problems of rural England in the immediate future as 
statesmen or administrators. 

• The Report is divided into two main parts, the first and 
longest dealing with conditions in England, the second dealing 

• Vo?. 1 ., General Report 24, 1919). Vol. II., Reports of Investigators 

(Cd. *5, 1919). 
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with Wales. The part relating to England is divided into six 
sections : (i) A Survey of Farming ; (2) The Supply of Labour 
and its Quality ; (3) The Conditions of Labour ; (4) Wages and 
Earnings ; {5) Cottage Accommodation and Rents ; (6) 

Relations of Employers and Employed, Gardens, Allotments, 
Small Holdings, etc. 

PART I ENCLAHD. 

Swttion (1). — Th» Survey of Farmlnsr* — This section traces 
briefly the changes which came over English agriculture during 
the latter half of the Nineteenth Century, and shows how agri- 
culture has become specialised in different counties according 
to the character of the soil. Large farms predominate where 
the land is suitable for arable cultivation, or where the fatten- 
iijlg of cattle or rearing of sheep are important industries. 
Where stock farming or market gardening is carried on how- 
ever the number of small holdings increases. The number of 
persons employed per 1,000 acres, however, is dependent on 
other causes, and the average ranges from 62 where the soil 
is predominately arable, and 42 where the soil is “ arable with 
sheep nearly equal to the average for all England,” to 35 
where sheep rearing and feeding and cattle feeding are the 
common industries. The relative importance of cattle feeding, 
stock rearing and sheep rearing and feeding in different counties 
in England is discussed and tables are given showing three 
categories into which each county falls, according as the number 
of animals borne per 1,000 acres is above or below the third 
class, which is practically the normal. The influence which 
these styles of farming have on the conditions of persons em- 
ployed is very great, and the Report shows that the hours, 
duties and status of the different workers vary widely with the 
character of the industiy. These conditions are materially 
altered in those districts where market gardening, fruit gromng 
and forestry prevail, and to a certain extent in those parts where 
seeds are grown, the labour needed for this industry being 
from four to five times that needed for ordinary agriculture, 
while wages are 10 to 20 per cent, higher. The effect of other 
rural industries, and the competition of those trades which are 
carried on in towns is examined, and it is interesting to observe 
that the farm-labouring population of Glamorgan is in all 
probability overwhelmingly English, all the Welshmen having 
gone to the collieries. Many of the Englishmen, moreover, 
who go to Wales to work at the collieries, iron works or docks, 
do not find life and work there as pleasant as they expected, 
and are glad to return to work on the land for lower wages. 
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•mUm (S). — The Supply of UiMur ond its Quality. — ^This section 
deals more with the actual changes wrought by the War than 
does the former section, and describes how severely some kinds 
of agriculture, such as fruit growing, and more especially osier 
growing, hop growing and nursery gardening, were injured by 
the short supply of labour and the inferior quality of the 
substitute during that time. Some of the workers in these 
occupations obtained a high degree of skill, with a proportion- 
ate reward, and their places cannot be filled by inexperienced 
newcomers. Market gardening, however, has suffered less 
than any other form of agriculture, owing to the numbers of 
small holders engaged in it, many of whom got exemption from 
military service for at least one man of the family, while the aid 
of women has been extensively given and with great success. 
The relative merits of substitute labour are examined witn a 
refreshing candour, and it is difficult to say from the evidence 
quoted which is more noteworthy, the patriotic zeai. and courage 
of vast numbers of the community who had never been em- 
ployed in such work before, in undertaking and in all weathers 
tasks often wearisome and strange, or the good nature of the 
farmers who put up with their inefficiency and were willing 
to teach those who cared to learn. But the most interesting 
part of this section is that in which Mr Drage discusses the 
relative efficiency of labourers in different parts of England. 
This is divided under the following heads : (i) muscular fitness ; 
(2) mental alertness ; {3) manual dexterity ; (4) knowledge 
and experience of the materials with which he has to work ; 
and (5) willingness to work. The difficulty of arriving at any 
standard is obvious and makes any comparison a matter more 
or less of opinion, a test which is of little value, since nearly 
every farmer is accustomed to decry the efficiency of the 
younger men as compared with that of the older ones, forgetting 
that he said the same thing 25 years ago when the men he is 
now praising for their skill were young. When a comparison 
is made by statistical method, however, it is found that the 
land and stock-managing capacity of each man employed in 
agriculture have risen considerably between 1871 and 1911, 
for against the decline of less than one acre of arable land per 
“ man unit ” there is to be set an increase of 7 J acres of per- 
manent and rotation grass and a considerable increase in live 
stock, especially cattle. As a large proportion of the increase 
in the total number of stock is due to an increase in milch 
cattle, which require a considerable amount of attention, the 
increase is important. The improvement is not due solely to 
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the labourer, and the improved skill of the farmer has un- 
doubtedly contributed not a little to the result, but it seems 
clear that, taking the country as a whole, the skill and pro- 
ductive capacity of the agriculturist are greater now than was 
the case in 1871 at the end of the period which has been 
called " the golden age of Enghsh agriculture.” 

tcetloii ( 3 ). — Condltioiw of Labour. — ^The skill and efficiency 
of the agricultural labourer, however, depend to some 
extent on the conditions of his employment. In most occupa- 
tions division of labour tends to increase efficiency, but agri- 
culture does not invariably follow the same lines as urban 
industries. Agricultural labour may be normally divided into 
two classes — (a) those who are engaged in the charge of animals, 
and (6) those who are not. Even this distinction, however, does 
not always hold good. In the eastern parts of England where 
arable farming prevails, or in Northumberland where farms 
as a rule are large, labour is specialised. The shepherd, the 
horseman, the stockman and the ploughman have their 
distinct duties and their social grades, and each is skilled in 
his own vocation. The labourers, the casual labourers, and the 
women and boys do the general work, though in harvest, 
perhaps, all hands will be engaged on the neces.sary tasks. 
But in the West, and where farms are smaller and fewer men are 
employed, all these distinctions disappear. The farm labourer 
is expected to turn his hand to any work that may require to 
be done. No indication appears to be given in the Report as to 
the relative efficiency of either system, but it is noteworthy 
that the War has contributed very largely to the breakdown of 
the employment of specialised labour, and in the past few 
years labourers have been required to do whatever work was 
needed. Where the other system was found, its chief effect 
appears to be on the condition of the animals of the farm, since 
those who have sole charge of them generally look after them 
better. 

Conditions of employment vary in other ways. Where men 
are engaged by the year and “ live in ” they are better fed and, 
as a rule, better housed than where they “ find themselves ” ; 
but ” Uving in ” is not always popular with either employers 
or workers, since it generally means longer hours and Simday 
work for the men, and extra household work and loss of privacy 
for the family of the employer. As there is a constant tendency 
to reduce the hours of labour and to give greater freedom to 
the workers out of hours, the old custom of " living in ” may 
imdergo profound modifications in the near future. Agricultural 
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labourers can, as a rule, be sure of employment, and the 
bad practice of losing time when weather conditions make 
outdoor work unsuitable is disappearing, though it still lingers 
in farms on very heavy land. An allowance is even made in 
many places for " walking time,” to enable men who live at 
a distance from their work to get pay for time spent in coming 
and going. Agricultural labourers’ hours are of necessity 
long, especially in the milking business and among horsemen, 
while shepherds are obliged to be in constant attendance at 
certain seasons ; but except where the nature of the occupation 
requires it the tendency is for hours of labour to shorten, except 
in harvest time, when everything is regulated by the weather 
and the crop. The hay in Westmorland is often carried up to 
II o'clock at night. The action of the Wages Board in fixing 
rates of wages will, no doubt, tend towards the standardisation 
of hours of labour. The Board do not fix the hours of work, 
but in order to fix a rate of wages it is obviously necessary to 
do so with reference to the period of time to which they refer, 
and there will, in course of time, arise a custom which is often 
stronger than law, which will fix the number of hours during 
which a man will be expected to get through the usual farm 
operations except in certain exceptional periods. 

Motion (4) — Wagwo and inrnlnEO. — A large portion of the 
earnings of the agricultural labourer, including even the cash 
w^es, is, or was at the time of the investigation, regulated 
chiefly by local custom and individual bargaining with an 
employer. Wages often differ, therefore, with the character of 
the workman or the employer, and exhibit every kind of 
variety. A rise in wages, for instance, often proceeds from 
farm to farm. One investigator writes : “ The wag€s of farm 
labourers vary to such an extraordinary extent throughout the 
country that any estimate that can be supplied must necessarily 
be only of a very general character. The wages pai l in a given 
district where conditions appear similar vary from one farm to 
another, and even on the same farm may be found men of 
apparently similar age and bodily strength doing similar work 
but receiving wages differing according to their skill. In one 
instance noted, one man received 3s. per week more than another 
man engaged on the same work. The farmer apparently makes 
the best bargain he can with his different employee.s, and it 
frequently happens that the latter do not know that any 
differentiation is made. If a labourer is a particularly good 
man the farmer will gladly increase his wage 5s. or 6s. a week 
rather than lose his services. 'The farmers also appear to have 
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only vague ideas as to the wages paid by their neighbours, 
and the majority when interviewed were unable to give any 
assurance that the wages paid by them to their men could be 
taken as being generally applicable throughout the district." 
Tables of rates of wages, therefore, can only be given in general 
terms. The Report, however, gives for the classes of shepherds, 
cattlemen, horsemen and ordinary labourers tables showing 
the prevailing summer and winter rates of cash wages in each 
county in England in 1914 and in 1917, together with the 
wnter rates for 1918. The table shows that a certain re- 
adjustment of the distribution of wages has taken place since 
the last inquiry in 1907. The Northern counties and those 
having mining and manufacturing centres still pay the highest 
wages, but those counties in which the lowest wages were 
paid 12 years ago show considerable rises. It used to be 
accepted as an agricultural maxim that the lowest wages 
were paid in the arable counties. The influence of the War, 
however, the increased importance of arable farming, and the 
high prices of corn, have entirely destroyed the principle as 
applied to existing agricultural wages. If the cash wages of 
horsemen in 6 counties where pasture predominates are averaged 
and compared with the average of those paid for similar labour 
in 7 counties mainly devoted to arable, it will be found that the 
greatest increases are in the latter counties. Taking 100 as 
the index number of the wages paid in 1900 the figure for 1918 
is 172 for the pasture counties and 189 for the arable counties. 
The figures for the price of wheat, bailey and oats, taking 100 
as the index number for 1900, rose in 1917 to 283, 261 and 285 
respectively. A further comparison between the rise in 
wages between 1914 and 1918 in the counties where large farms 
are the rule with those where small farms predominate shows 
that the increase is greatest in the counties with large farms, 
though the small holding counties coincide to some extent with 
mining areas or districts with large towns. It might have been 
expected that piece-work would have become more usual as a 
result of this rise in day rates, but most of the investigators 
report that piece-work has grown steadily unpopular, especially 
since the War, and except in a few operations, such as hedge 
lajnng and hoeing, it is now only prevalent to any extent in 
the Eastern and South-Eastern counties, especially Kent, 
where if%an be done almost all the year round in the market- 
garden areas, and in the fruit and hop-growing districts of 
Hereford and its neighbourhood. Many reasons are given 
for this, but they amount in the long run to a disinclination on 
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the part of the men to take piece-work now that day rates have 
risen, the lack of skilled labour owing to the War, and the 
great difficulty in calculating the proper remuneration for the 
work. The investigator of Shropshire elucidates the last 
difficulty in the following words : " The tasks that are per- 
formed in piece-work vary immensely even in the same farm — 
even in the same field — under the varying conditions of wet or 
dry seasons. It must always be a matter of bargain between 
the farmer and the labourer, and the latter is guided in the 
price as to the length of time it will take him to do his work. 
Hoeing, for example, will take very much longer where the crop 
has been planted very close and the soil is very heavy than it 
will where the crop is thin and the soil light. Suppose a 
field of roots is to be hoed at so much an acre. If the rows were 
i8 in. apart, it is obvious that it will be a much greater labour 
to hoe an acre than it would be if the rows were 24 in. apart, 
and, therefore, that a higher rate would have to be charged. 
Similar reasoning applies in the case of turnip pulling. Even 
hedging varies with the nature of the fence you have to repair ; 
the larger and rougher the fence has become the slower and more 
troublesome will be the job of putting it right. Fruit picking 
must depend on the state of the crop ; it is obvious if the crop 
be very plentiful and the fruit large and well grown, the picker 
can fill his measure more rapidly than he can if the crop is 
thin and the fruit small and badly grown, so in the former case 
the rate of picking will be much lower than in the latter." 

Although, however, cash wages form a considerable and in 
most cases the main part of a labourer’s remuneration, allow- 
ances in cash and in kind continue to be given and vary much 
in value and extent. They are too numerous to be described 
in detail here. 

•Mtkm (S). — Gottag* Aooommodatlon and Ranta.— The most 
important of the allowances, and one which affects not merely 
the agricultural labourer himself but also his family, is the 
cottage accommodation which is available for those workers 
who do not live in. As is well known it has long been customary 
in many districts to provide cottages for some of the more 
important employees, such as the shepherd and other men in 
charge of cattle, while even the other labourers often rent 
cottages from farmers at rates below their economic value. 
The effect of this system, which is universally admitted to be 
undesirable and in many respects unsound, has been to prevent 
the building of new cottages, and in this way to continue the 
use of many old ones, which should long ago have been con- 
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demned and pulled down. Although the evil is admitted the 
remedy is not obvious, and thou^ Mr. Drage gives an accotmt 
of the suggestions that have been made from time to time by 
different reformers, it is clear that he is not satisfied with any 
of them and sees difficulties in every proposal. Thisis especially 
the case as regards the legal liability which it has been 
advocated should attach to the owners and local authorities 
who are or may be responsible. 

Apart from the bad condition of many of those occupied, how- 
ever, there is much trouble from the lack of sufficient houses to 
meet the demand, with the consequent evil of overcrowding. 
This is often due to the competition which farm labourers 
exp>erience with miners, factory workers and clerks, who prefer 
to live in the country if they can find a cottage within easy 
walking distance or a short bicycle ride of their work, and 
who can afford to offer a higher rent than the agricultural 
workers. Naturally they secure the best cottages. This 
leads to overcrowding, and several instances are quoted in the 
Report of families of 6 or 7 living in a one-bedroomed house, 
families of 9 or 10 living in two-bedroomed houses, and of 
families of 9 , 10 and even ii living in a three-bedroomed house. 
Unfortunately overcrowding is not regarded with dislike. 
In Northumberland, for instance, the owner found in a cottage 
with only two small bedrooms and a kitchen, a father, mother and 
8 children. Another bedroom was added, but when a visit 
was made a few months later the same family was found with 
the addition of 3 lodgers On the other hand, there is evidence 
that, though agricultural labourers and their wives will often 
put up with small, inconvenient and even insanitary" cottages, 
they refuse to live in places where they are isolated or dis- 
tant from the centres of village life. Everywhere the ordinary 
labourer wiU prefer to live in a village and walk some little 
distance to work rather than occupy a lonely cottage more 
conveniently situated on the farm. Their wives strongly 
object to living at any distance from the village shop and the 
school. They will not live in a place where they have to send 
their children a long distance, possibly over wet and muddy 
paths, to sit in school all day with wet feet. Though the agri- 
cultural labourer is often badly housed and overcrowded, it is 
satisfactory to learn that on the whole the relations], between 
landlord and tenant are good. It is true that some of the bad 
cottages are found on large estates owned by men who control 
whole villages, that some fanners turn out labourers to let the 
houses to other workers who offer a higher rent, and even let 
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the cottages on their farms for a higher rent than they pay 
their landlord for them, and that labourers, on quitting, 
damage the property by negligence or even malice. As a 
rule, however, the reverse is the case. Large estates in 
England, especially in the South, are generally distinguished 
by well-bmlt, spacious cottages and ample gardens. Cottages 
are often let to agricultural workers at lower rates than to the 
industrial workers living in the same village, and it is noted 
that even where a labourer has notice to quit his employment 
and is required to vacate his cottage, the period of notice for 
the cottage is much longer than the period of notice for his 
emplo)mcnt. 

SMtIoR (6).— RMattoH* iwtwMn Farmert and AgriOHitural Labourara, 

ata. — Good feeling appears to prevail on the whole between 
employers and employees. In a few counties there is some 
antagonistic feeling, and in one case the labourers are reported 
to have complained that they dare not speak if they receive 
less than the minimum rate of wages, for fear of dismissal, but 
elsewhere there is a readiness to pay higher wages, provided 
that there is some assurance that the profits of agriculture will 
permit it. The best farmers are least afraid of higher wages, 
and the more thoughtful employers agree that the old conditions 
need alteration and standardising. On the whole the labourers, 
too, have shown a friendly spirit, though there is evidence of 
restlessness and discontent among them. This is shown to 
some extent by the development of trade unions, but there is 
no reason to believe that they do not wish to accommodate 
their employers in every way possible. The investigators, 
both for Cambridgeshire and Buckinghamshire, report that the 
labourers were wholly opposed to strike methods. The attitude 
of many of the farmers to the workers’ unions is not hostile, and 
the investigators for more than one district recorded that the 
employers fully realised that the labourers had been scandal- 
ously underpaid in the past, and'they expressed a desire to see 
their conditions vastly improved. In several cases they 
volunteered the opinions that the Ws^es Board and the District 
Committee could not be eCectively operative unless the men 
organised themselves. The matter is, of course, closely con- 
nected with the relative prosperity of agriculture, and the 
prospects that lie before it in years to come. Many farmers 
have admittedly done well in recent years, especially during 
the War, and if the present state of things continues they will 
be ready to meet any demands that are urged with modera- 
tion and a spirit of reasonableness. 
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PART II.— WALE*. 

The description of English agriculture eind of the English 
farm workers’ conditions of employment and general econo- 
mic state does not apply to Wales. The very large industrial 
population of Glamorgan, Carmarthen and Monmouthshire, 
and in a smaller degree that of Carnarvon, the hilly and 
barren nature of much of the rest of the Principality, the 
smallness of most of the holdings, and the survival of interesting 
but unprogressive customs, have helped each in its own degree 
to keep back Welsh agriculture, especially that aspect of it 
which relates to the well-being of the labourer. Of all these 
influences, perhaps the most powerful is the system by which 
the cultivated area of Wales is held for the most part by small 
and often struggling farmers engaged in the milk industry 
with the assistance of their families and a few “ boys,” under 
which term are included all unmarried labourers of no matter 
what age. These workers generally go to work on a farm as 
soon as they leave school, but they have no intention of re- 
maining in agriculture and invariably leave for the mine, the 
docks, or the factory after a few years, though not infrequently 
they return when they have accumulated sufficient savings to 
take a small farm on their own account. Cottages are scarce 
and are largely sought ior by industrial workers, so that the 
prevailing custom is for the labourers to live in. As the 
workers are generally of the same social class as their employers, 
they often take their meals at a common table, and are on terms 
of greater intimacy with them than is the case with the English 
labourers and masters. But in the matter of sleeping accom- 
modation their position is far worse. They are often required 
to sleep in a room over the stable or cowhouse, while some of 
the sleeping lofts are also used as hay stores from which hay 
is served in the racks to the stables or cowsheds below. Apart 
from the polluted air, these lofts are frequently dirty, draughty 
and generally uncomfortable, and no facilities whatever are 
piovided to enable the lads to employ their few leisure hours to 
advantage. There is no Are or light at night, and the boys 
have no option but to seek comfort elsewhere. The results 
are what might be expected. The moral and physical state 
of the workers is lowered, there is a constant exodus to the 
manufacturing districts, and the standard of farming does not 
rise. The farmers are largely dependent on their own families 
for their labour, but by the ancient Welsh custom of 
" Cymhorthen ” or mutual help, with the aid of the " bound 
tenants,” that is to say, small holders who rent a cottage and 
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a plot of land for their own use and cultivation on condition of 
remaining in their employer’s service, and by the engagement of 
boys from English industrial schools, the lack of hired labour 
is overcome. Disease, however, especially tuberculosis, is only 
too prevalent, and the difficulty of obtaining milk, especially in 
South Wales, must make matters worse. The sanitary condi- 
tions of many of the cottages are very bad and the obstacles 
in the way of any improvement very great. Little or nothing 
appears to have been done to provide for the social or intellec- 
tual needs of the labourer, or to foster in him the pride of craft 
and encourage him to attain proficiency in his art, though the 
Welshmen have in many places by their own energies found an 
outlet'for their spiritual needs in the chapel, the Sunday School 
and the Eisteddfod. A feeling of bitterness, therefore, has 
arisen, which the investigators fear is leading to a misunder- 
standing between the employers and the employed. Until 
recently, the relations between the farmers and their men have 
been of a cordial character, and master and men met on friendly 
terms at religious and social gatherings. This still exists among 
individuals, but as social classes it is not so now. A gulf has 
been opening for some years. This is attributed by the 
investigators to a feeling amongst the men as a class that the 
farmers- as a class have not permitted them to share in the 
comparative prosperity they have enjoyed in the revival of 
agriculture after the long period of depression. This is es- 
pecially the case in Monmouth and Glamorgan, where contact 
with local trade unionism has tainted them -with that bitter 
class hatred which distinguishes the feelings of the railway men, 
miners and dockyard men towards their employers The 
feeling of antagonism is not confined to the men. Many 
farmers seem to think that the men are taking undue advantage 
of the shortage of labour to advance new and unjustifiable 
wage claims and other demands, and they also allege that the 
men show a decided tendency to " slack ” work. In certain 
districts the feeling is even more intense, and the feeling of 
resentment against the former class seems to be very generally 
shared by other classes of the rural community. No attempt 
is made in the Report to fix the responsiWlity for this sad state 
of affairs, and, no doubt, the true causes do not lie on the 
sruiace, but little improvement can be hoped for so long as the 
bad housing accommodation, the long hours of work, the 
absence of all intellectual outlook, and the hopelessness of all 
effOTt at social and economic improvement remain the diarac- 
teristic features of the agricultural labourer’s life. It is in the 
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recognition of the community of interests, with its duties and 
responsibilities, and in the tacit acknowledgment of the 
spiritual equality of all men, no matter what their social distinc- 
tions may be, that the only hope of regeneration lies. 


THE UTILISATION OF THE STRAW 

CROP. 

The great extension of the area under grain crops involves, 
as a necessary consequence, a considerably increased production 
of straw. The problem of the profitable disposal of the surplus 
of straw supplies over the normal consumption of past years 
has aroused misgivings in wide agricultural circles, and many 
inquiries have been addressed to the Board as to what steps 
were being taken to assist the fanner in the disposal of his 
surplus straw. The object of the present article is to give a 
summary of what has been accomplished in this direction. 

It is estimated that in England and Wales the last harvest 
produced about 1,200,000 tons more wheat-straw and 700,000 
tons more oat-straw than the average of the ten preceding 
years. As against this there was a drop of some 750,000 tons 
in the hay crop, or the equivalent for feeding purposes of fully 
1,000,000 tons of oat-straw. Taking the country as a whole, 
therefore, it may be said that the surplus oat-straw was fully 
required to cover the reduction in hay supplies, and the essential 
problem facing the farmers was the disposal of the large crop 
of wheat-straw. 

Under normal conditions an increased supply of wheat-straw 
would be chiefly disposed of on the farm by increased stocking 
and more liberal Uttering of the feeding yards, whereby larger 
suppUes of dung are obtained. With the increased arable 
acreage requiring dung, the prudent farmer would naturally 
aim at using up tfls straw as far as possible in this fashion. 
Unfortunately, during the past winter the scarcity of feeding- 
stuffs and other circumstances have combined to make it. 
difficult for the average farmer to convert the whole of his 
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straw into dung, and in many cases considerable quantities 
will need to be carried over to next winter, unless some means 
of disposal off the farm can be found. 

The problem of the disposal of the surplus straw crop has 
occupied the attention of the Board since the inception of the 
programme for increased food production, and various possible 
methods of increasing the utilisation of straw, both on and off 
the farm, have been investigated. The investigation has 
followed three main lines, viz. : (i) Industrial uses of straw ; 

(2) Enhancement of the feeding value of straw ; (3) Conversion 
of straw into manure without the aid of the animal. 

1. iniiiwtrlal Um« of Straw, — ^There are many possible uses for 
straw in industry, but the only one which appears likely, if 
developed, to absorb a large quantity is the manufacture of 
sirawboards and paper. 

Accordingly, early in 1917, the Board instituted inquiries 
as to the possibility of securing a largely increased use of straw 
in this industry. At that time the Ministry of Munitions were 
taking steps to develop the manufacture of strawboards in this 
country, and the Board have kept in constant touch with the 
progress of the Ministry’s schemes. At the same time, also, 
much has been done by individual paper manufacturers to 
develop the use of straw for paper-making. 

These various efforts have been beset with serious difficulties 
arising out of war conditions. The reduction of straw to pulp 
for strawboards or paper requires higher steam pressure than 
that required for the commonly-used paper-making materials, 
and consequently only those mills equipped with sufficiently 
strong boilers could undertake the pulping of straw without the 
introduction of costly new equipment. The reduction of the hay 
crop and the great demands of the Army for forage made it 
necessary to impose restrictions on the use of straw, and only 
relatively limited quantities could be released to the paper- 
maker. The transport of straw to the mill imposed a further 
difficulty owing to the prevailing congestion of transport. 

Despite these difficulties, a substantial development was effec- 
ted, and it is estimated that during the past year ftilly 20,000 tons 
of straw were taken up for boards and paper-making. This is not 
a large proportion of the estimated surplus, but in view of the fact 
that the use of straw in paper and board-making in this country 
is a development which occurred only late iq the War, it must 
be regarded as at least a promising start. With the removal 
of the restrictions on the use of straw, subsequent to the Armis- 
tice, a rapid development of the industry was hoped for, but 
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unfortunately a more serious difficulty has arisen in the shortage 
and dearness of coal supplies. The production of a ton of pulp 
from straw requires more steam, and consequently more coal, 
than is needed for esparto, and still more than for wood pulp. 
The proportion of coal consumed at different works varies 
greatly, but as a rough average it may be said that for each 
ton of paper produced, straw requires 7 tons of coal, esparto 
tons, and wood pulp 2 tons. Under present conditions of 
supply and prices of coal this must operate adversely against 
the taking up of straw at prices satisfactory to the farmer. 

2. inhanosmmt of the Feedlngr Value of Vtraw. — Of the ordinary 
products grown by the farmer, straw is the only one the use of 
which for fodder entails appreciable difficulties. These diffi- 
culties are least in the case of oat-straw and greatest in the case 
of wheat- and rye-straws which, indeed, are used as fodder only 
to a very limited extent. These difficulties arise from the 
bulky, tough and fibrous nature of straw, which not only limits 
the extent to which straw can be taken up into the digestive 
apparatus of the animal, but also seriously reduces the benefit 
which the animal might otherwise derive from the nutritive 
materials contained in the straw. This reduction is estimated 
to amoimt to more than one-half of the full value of the 
nutritive materials. These materials lie embedded in the 
fibrous tissue of the straw, and consequently the access of the 
.digestive juices is restricted. Many attempts have been made 
to devise a treatment which will remove at least the more 
resistant part of the tissues, thus leaving a more digestible 
and more nutritious residue. In some cases fermentation 
methods have been adopted, in others chemical treatment of 
the straw has been resorted to. 

Not much success has yet been achieved in the “ improve- 
ment ” of straw by fermentation methods, but a considerable 
measure of success has been claimed for chemical methods. 
The treatment which has attracted most attention in recent 
years is the boiling of straw with a solution of caustic soda 
(or a mixture of carbonate of soda and slaked lime). This 
process was first developed some 20 to 30 years ago by Lehmann, 
with a view to its introduction on the farm, but it has subse- 
quently been developed into a factory method and worked on 
a large scale. Faced with the necessity during the war of 
making the utmost use of their home fodder supplies, the 
German Government decided to develop this industry on a 
large scale, partly by recourse to paper mills and partly 
by the erection of new factories. In July, 1917, the output 

c 
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of treated straw from the Government factories was estimated 
at about 800 tons per week, and developments were in progress 
which would enable one-fifth of the German straw crop to be 
dealt with in this way. 

Three processes (Lehmann, Oexmann and Colsman) are in 
use, differing only in such technical detail as type of boiler, 
strength of soda solution and duration of heating. The 
method is in principle the same in each case. 

The chopped straw is first soaked for 24 hours in a solution of 
caustic soda, varying from 2 to 5 per cent, at different factories. 
The soaked straw is then transferred to an iron boiler(Lehmann), 
or covered tank of iron (Oexmann), or cemented brickwork 
(Colsman), and steam is blown in for a period usually of 6 hours. 
The soda liquor, now very dark coloured owing to dissolved 
matters from the straw, is run off, and the residual straw 
washed with water until free from soda. The washed product 
is then drained, in some cases pressed, and used in this moist 
form for feeding. If required to be transported considerable 
distances it must be dried. In drying it is apt to form into 
hard masses which require to be shredded before use. 

In the treatment some 25 to 50 per cent, of the material of 
the straw passes into solution and is consequently lost in the 
waste liquor, along with the soda. This represents a serious 
economic waste, and consequently in the newest plants arrange- 
ments have been devised (Kinmann process) for receiving the 
soda, and at the same time obtaining from the organic matters 
in the liquor valuable by-products in the form of methyl 
alcohol and acetone. 

The straw after treatment is a light yellow colour, has a not 
unpleasing smell and is readily consumed by stock. It is 
even poorer in albuminoids than the original straw, and hence 
requires to be used along with feeding-stuffs fairly rich in 
albuminoids, such as peas, beans, oilcakes or fish meal. 
Numerous feeding experiments in Germany and Scandinavia 
have demonstrated that it has a much greater feeding value 
than the original straw, the best samples proving, in mixed 
diets supplying the necessary albuminoids, to be fully equal 
to good oat-grain. 

From the information available as to the German manu- 
facture it is difficult to form a reliable estimate as to the pros- 
pects of the industry being carried on profitably when fodder 
supplies once more become normal. There was an obvious incen- 
tive to the German Government to “ boom ” the industry during 
the War, and consequently the frequent laudatory articles in 
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the German press could not be regarded as entirely dis- 
interested. It was felt by the Board of Agriculture, therefore, 
that some independent investigation of the process should be 
carried out in this country. Accordingly, in the early part of 
igi8, at the request of the Food Production Department 
of the Board, arrangements were made for tests to be made 
in connection with the Agricultural Department of the 
University of Leeds 

In view of the technical difficulties involved in carrying out 
experiments on a factory scale, it was decided to aim rather 
at devising a method which could be worked on the farm with 
ordinary appliances. Further, it was felt that some attempt 
should be made to reduce the loss and labour involved in wash- 
ing the product. This latter end was secured by reducing the 
strength of soda solution used to such an extent that the acid 
substances generated by the heating of the straw neutralised 
the excess of soda, leaving a neutral product which could be 
fed direct without washing. 

Preliminary experiments were made to ascertain the most 
suitable strength of soda solution and to test the effect of varying 
periods of steaming under different steam pressures. As 
the outcome of these experiments the following method of 
preparation was devised : — 

The chopped straw was thoroughly soaked in a i -5 per cent, 
solution of soda (about 6 or 7 gal. per stone of straw) and 
allowed to stand overnight. The surplus liquor was then 
drained away and the straw transferred to a vertical boiler, 
with loose cover and fitted with a steam-pipe delivering steam 
near the base. (This boiler is part of the ordinary farm equip- 
ment for cooking food.) Steam was blown through until the 
whole mass was heated up, and the steaming then continued 
for one hour. The condensed liquor was then drained away 
and the straw, when cool, used for feeding. 

The product was light-brown in colour, had an agreeable 
odour, and was found to be readily consumed by cattle and 
sheep once they became accustomed to it. It was much softer 
than untreated straw and very easily shredded. 

For the purpose of digestion trials a considerable quantity 
of oat-straw was treated by the foregoing process. One portion 
of the treated material was washed thoroughly and served for 
a separate digestion trial. The trials were made with two 
sheep which received linseed cake along with the straw (treated 
and untreated) except in the first period, when a diet of un- 
treated straw and casein was used. The average composition 
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of the materials fed and the average digestion co-effidents 
fire given below : — 
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The soda treatment obviously caused a loss of crude 
protein, ether extract and soluble carbohydrates, but the 
digestibility of the residual carbohydrates and crude fibre is 
greatly enhanced. The high digestibility of the crude fibre 
in the treated product is remarkable, but the records of the 
two sheep agree closely on this point. Moreover, the results 
both for carbohydrates and fibre are in close agreement with 
those obtained in German experiments. 

The loss of dry matter in the liquor drained away in the 
process amounts to about 20 per cent, of the original dry matter 
of the straw in the case of the “ crude treated straw,” and 33 
per cent, in the case of the washed product. Wlien allowance 
is made for this loss the net result of the treatment per 100 lb. 
of straw dry matter treated (equal in feeding value to 20 *1 lb. 
of starch) is the production of 80 lb. crude treated straw dry 
matter (equal to feeding value to 29 3 lb. of starch). There is 
thus a clear gain of nutritive efiiciency in each case (41 per 
cent, and 16 per cent, respectively), although in the case of 
the washed product the increase is perhaps hardly worth the 
expense and labour of preparaticm. The chief 
objections to the process for farm use are the risks involved itt 
handling caustic soda and the very wet condition of the product 
when taken from the steamer. The former could probably be 
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laigely obviated by using a mixture of carbonate of soda and 
quicklime instead of caustic soda, whilst the latter could be 
reduced by a little adaptation of the steaming plant. Taking 
straw at 70s. per ton, the above data suggest that the crude 
treated straw (dry) should be worth about £5 per ton. For the 
treatment of one ton of straw about i cwt. of caustic soda 
would be required, costing about 35s. at pre-war prices. The 
economy of the process under present conditions is thus very 
doubtful, but it merits further investigation when more normal 
conditions of prices, etc., have been established. 

3. DIreot Conversion of Straw Into Manures without Stook. — In 
addition to the foregoing investigations at Leeds on the utihsa- 
tion of straw for feeding purposes, a number of inquiries have 
been pursued during the past year on behalf of the Board at 
Rothamsted, with the object of ascertaining how excess straw 
might best be used for manurial purpo.ses. The question 
obviously possesses importance for those districts where the 
production of straw is in excess of the amounts that can usually 
be employed as litter for stock, and still more for arable areas 
where httlc, if any, stock is kept and the need of the soil for 
organic manures is relatively great. Owing to the presence of 
a certain amount of readily decomposable constituents, raw 
straw' may^ be expected to give rise to two distinct types of 
changes in the soU according to the conditions obtaining at 
any particular time. Previous experiments have shown that 
when simultaneous applications of straw and sodium nitrate 
are made to the soil, destructive changes are set up and result 
in a loss of some nitrogen. This also appears to take place in 
a soil^ already containing nitrate, particularly when the soil 
temperature is low. Consequently, the application of raw 
straw to the soil in winter and early spring may be expected 
to lead i to undesirable changes and result in a depression of 
crop. Experiments carried out on these lines have shown that 
this actually takes place in the field, and consequently alterna- 
tive methods of use have had to be considered. 

The second type of change which is possible depends on the 
use of the readily-decomposable constituents of the straw for 
the promotion of changes which lead to a fixation or accumula- 
tion of atmospheric nitrogen by soil bacteria. With the object 
of avoiding the above-mentioned destructive change, and of 
encouraging the fixation processes, attempts have been made 
to pass the straw through a fermentation treatment prior to 
application to the field, and, in fact, it has been possible in 
this way to increase the nitrogen content of the straw by 
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20 to 50 per cent. Owing, however, to the slow rate at which other 
constituents decompose in the straw, the application of this 
enriched product to the soil in early spring and immediately 
prior to the sowing of a com crop has not been found to result 
in definite crop increases, although, on the other hand, the 
depressing effect, as compared with raw straw, appears to be 
somewhat reduced. 

A more promising method of securing the constructive or 
fixation processes appears to consist in the introduction of 
straw, either raw or previously fennented, w^hen the soil 
temperature is high and favourable to the appropriate bacteria. 
Recent field experiments in which straw chaff was applied to 
land under potatoes and earthed up in the normal manner have 
given promising results, and it is proposed to repeat these 
experiments this year. 

The practical objection to the fixation method of fermenta- 
tion lies in the fact that, even after appreciable amounts of 
nitrogen have been assimilated, the straw still retains its 
external form and is in no sense of the term “ rotted down,'" 
With the object of securing material which should resemble 
farmyard manure in physical and chemical properties, in- 
vestigations have been carried out to determine the conditions 
favourable to complete rotting, and from these some interesting 
H'sults hav(‘ emergt'd. 

In the first place, effective rotting and disintegration of 
straw (wheat'Straw was used in all experiments) have been 
found to occur only W'hen free access of air to the material 
is provided. Any exclusion of air, by water-logging, quickly 
suspends the process. In the second place, some source of 
soluble nitrogen is essential, and this may be supplied in the 
form of urine or of one of a number of chemical compounds 
mentioned below. The vital importance of urine for the routing 
process is most striking, while dung (solid excrement), either 
alone or in conjunction with urine, does not appear to increase 
the rate of breakdown. 

More importance, however, attaches to the fact that to get 
the best results a certain concentration of nitrogen is necessary, 
and that the urine of ordinary farm animals is generally mu^ 
in excess of this concentration. One is thus faced with the 
choice either of losing some proportion of this valuable form of 
nitrogen or of reducing it in strength approximately to the 
favourable concentration. Where the latter course has been 
adopted it has been found possible to reduce wheat-straw to a 
well-rotted condition without any of the losses of nitrogen 
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■that ordinarily occur in the making of manure, in spite of the 
fact that the fermentation period extended to upwards of 
six months. 

Although these results do not necessarily affect the general 
method of making manure, they appear to indicate the possi- 
bility of using excess liquid manure or such drainage as may 
be obtainable from cowsheds and stables for the fermentation 
•of surplus straw, and for bringing about an appreciable aug- 
mentation of the supplies of organic manures produced on the 
farm. 

The natural extension of these results may be found to lie 
in the direction of producing “ synthetic ” farmyard manure. 
Up to the present it appears to be perfectly feasible to prepare 
well-disintegrated straw manure by the employment of straw 
with the addition of chemical compounds, such as urea, 
ammonium carbonate, ammonium .sulphate, etc. Larger- 
scale experiments are, therefore, now in progress, with a view 
to standardising the conditions to be arrived at in practice. 

From the foregoing summaries it is clear that the mere 
treading into manure by no means exhausts the possibilities 
of utilisation of the straw crop. There is an obvious tempta- 
tion to adopt the simple expedient which a development of the 
use of straw in paper-making would furnish, but from the 
point of view of agriculture this must be regarded as doubtful 
economy. The aim of the prudent farmer with an increased 
arable acreage will be, firstly, to increase his manure production 
to the fullest possible extent, and secondly, to reduce his feeding 
costs. Only when he has exhausted the possibilities in these 
two directions should he contemplate the removal of straw 
from the farm. With the prospect of reasonably good prices 
for produce, meat and milk next •winter, a full supply of straw 
may be regarded as a substantial asset. 
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THE PATHOLOGY AND EPIZOOTIOLOGY 
OF LOOPING- ILL. 

Sir S. Stockman, 

Chief Veterinary Officer to the Board of Agriculture and Fisheries, 

The writer has been engaged for some years past in 
investigating the destructive disease of sheep known popularlj- 
as louping-ill, the distribution and depredations of which are 
well known to farmers. The full experimental results of the 
investigation have been published in detail in the Journal 
of Comparative Pathology and Therapeutics, September, 1916, 
and', September, 1918, to which reference can be made for 
fuller information. 

The object of this article is to present, in a more or less 
popular form, the fundamental conclusions arrived at and 
deductions therefrom, likely to be of value in practice, 
omitting experimental and scientific details where they do 
not seem necessary to explain the results. 

Th« Canaral Poaltlon at Baainnina of Invaatlaotlon. — Louping-ill 
being a seasonal disease, it was only possible to obtain 
material for investigation during comparatively short periods 
in each year. The disease originally received its names 
from, and was identified by, laymen, the naming being based 
on one or more outstanding symptoms, and not on any definite 
pathological character. The inevitable result of this was that 
difierent conditions of disease with somewhat similar symptoms 
were frequently regarded as identical, and wrongly grouped 
under one name, leading to much confusion as to what was 
louping-ill and what was not. The question of ticks being a 
factor in the causation of louping-ill had been discussed from 
time immemorial both by farmers and scientists, but always 
apparently in a somewhat partisan spirit, most preferring to 
accept the tick theory in a doubtful way or reject it, according 
to how the circumstantial evidence appealed to them indivi- 
dually, but no serious attempts were made to examine the 
tick question methodically and scientifically. It is not sur- 
prising, however, that very divergent opinions obtained, both as 
r^ards the pathology of the disease and the evidence for and 
against the ticks, since, having regard to the certainty that 
more than one diseased condition was being viewed under the 
same name, the epizootiological data collected were inevitably 
divergent. 
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A view which had a certain number of adherents, and one 
which obtained some support at least from the more or less 
enzootic character of the disease, was that it arose from soil 
or forage infection of some kind. 

The disease had been previously investigated by several 
pathologists and others, working singly or as committees 
appointed by Government Departments, or agricultural 
societies. Various claims had been made to the discovery of 
the cause of louping-ill, all of which rested on having isolated 
different bacteria from an animal alleged to have died of the 
disease, and on causing illness or even death by inoculating 
cultures of such microbes. Such a method, particularly when 
applied to sheep diseases, invites error, because a dead sheep 
putrefies with extraordinary rapidity when not disembowelled, 
and the putrefactive bacteria in the intestines which quickly 
invade all the tissues and organs are most harmful to animals 
if inoculated. None of the alleged causal bacteria, however, 
gave rise to a clinical or post-mortem picture which could be 
referred to louping-ill, although the inoculation of some of them 
caused illness or death. The obviously correct method of only 
using material taken from affected dieep during life, or from 
those which had been slaughtered instead of being allowed 
to die, never seemed to have been methodically followed. 

Method* Adopted for Preliminary Inquiry,— To disentangle the 
apparent confusion and arrive at definite lines upon which to 
conduct an experimental investigation, preliminary inquiries 
were undertaken as follows : — 

1. By selecting for the initial work only those cases in the 
field which might be looked upon as having a clinical or post- 
mortem entity ; these were all collected from notoriously 
infected farms. 

As regards naked-eye lesions the matter turned out to be 
simple in one sense, as it eventually became evident that the 
only really constant lesion was swelling and dropsy of some of 
the lymphatic glands, sometimes with congestion. This, how- 
ever, in no way explained the symptoms. The possible 
bacteriological aspect of the disease was settled as regards 
microscopically visible microbes (there are microbes too small 
to be seen by the microscope) at a comparatively early stage 
of the investigation by finding that the fluids, tissues, and 
juices of animals which were slaughtered in various stages of 
the disease instead of being allowed to die were invariably 
sterile on media, that is to say, they contained no visible 
bacteria at all. 
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As regards clinical s3miptoms, it was found after careful 
sifting that cases could be grouped under four heads : — 

{«) The animal may be found down in a senseless and com- 
pletely comatosed condition with the head drawn round towards 
the shoulder, having lost all power to maintain itself on its 
legs, although the legs may be capable of performing paddling 
movements when the patient is laid on its side. 

( 6 ) The patient may be found down but quite sensible, the 
anterior, or posterior, or both extremities, being paralysed. 
Along with these basic nervous S3miptoms others, such as 
general trembling, twitching of the muscles of the jaw, and 
frothing at the mouth, may be seen. 

(c) It was said by many shepherds and flock-owners, and it 
agreed with the writer’s observations, that every sheep reared 
on or brought on to louping-ill pastures passes through an 
attack of the disea.so in some form. If it survives, it becomes 
highly resistant to further attacks, at least in a dangerous 
form. Many sheep, however, never show objective symptoms 
visible to the ordinary observer, but shepherds and flock- 
owners of expcirience can pick them out as affected. This 
means that louping-ill may assume the form of a more or less 
slight indisposition. 

{i) ITie indisposition may be somewhat greater than m (c) 
and the animal may lie down continuously apart from its com- 
panions, only rising at intervals to move a short distance, and 
then lying down again, or it may only move when chased. 

For the purposes of investigation only cases showing the 
distinctive paralytic symptoms were chosen in the first instance, 
the object teing to avoid as far as possible the inclusion of other 
diseases, although no doubt many mild cases of louping-Ul 
were thus excluded at first. Wlien a lesion, such as an abscess, 
was found in a position in which it might possibly have caused 
paralytic symptoms, by pressing on the brain or cord, for 
example, the case w’as also rejected. Following this method 
of eliminating more or less doubtful material it became apparent 
that a definite diseased condition existed, having for its dis- 
tinctive symptoms those described under [a) and (b). On 
microscopical examination of the brains and spinal cords of 
such cases they showed more or less definite lesions which 
need only be referred to here as those of myelo-encephalitis 
(inflammation of the spinal cord and brain), and it was found 
at a later stage of the investigation that the milder and also 
the experimentally induced cases showed the same changes is 
a lesser degree. 
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2. It seemed important to sift and analyse the circum- 
stantial evidence for and against the ticks as a factor, and 
to make further observations in connection with the various 
statements which have been made in this connection. This 
resulted in the adoption of the following definite conclusions : — 

(а) Ticks are always present on the pastures where true 
louping ill exists, although it has been asserted that this is not 
so. It is true, however, that the disease may be unknown on 
land infested by ticks, but this may only mean that the ticks on 
such pastures have'never had the chance of becoming infected. 

(б) Louping-ill is a seasonal disease occurring chiefly in 
April, May, and early June, and to a less extent in autumn ; 
and these are the times when ticks are most plentiful in 
various stages, ready to feed, and, therefore, ready to infect, 
if they carry an infecting agent. 

3. The questions of soil or forage infection had been 
experimentally examined to some extent by putting muzzled 
and unmuzzled sheep on infected pastures, the former being 
removed daily for feeding in a shed. This form of experiment 
was repeated by the writer, the result being, as in other cases, 
that disease appeared in both sets of animals, though its 
incidence sometimes favoured the one and sometimes the 
other. The writer also sfippleraentcd his observations in this 
respect by attempts to convey the disease by means of forage 
cropped from infected pastures, by feeding the actual soil of 
these pastures, and by inoculating the same material. The 
results were invariably negative. 

Returning for a moment to the most constant naked-eye 
lesion, namely, the oedematous lymph glands, a very thick 
creamy juice was found in their medullary portions when cut 
into. Smears made from this creamy material when stained 
by Geimsa’s stain showed pecuharly staining bodies to which 
the provisional name of " chromatin bodies ” was given, 
meaning that they took up the distinctive part of the stain. 
The condition of the glands and the presence of these bodies 
suggested that inoculation with this material might be followed 
by interesting results. 

inooiitatlon Experiments. — ^As already mentioned, previous 
investigators had failed to produce louping-ill by inoculation. 
This arose because they did not methodically make use of 
fresh tissues and juices, and, therefore, did not hit upon the 
virus-containing material, or because they were intent upon 
estabhshing as the cause of the disease a microbe which they 
had isolated from dead tissues. 
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The actual experiments began with material taken from an 
affected lamb sent up alive to the Laboratory from an infected 
farm which was being used as a held observation station. On 
arrival it showed the disease in one of its distinctive forms, its 
hind legs being completely paralysed. It was killed by bleeding. 
All the organs and tissue juices proved sterile on media. 
T5^ical microscopical lesions of the cord were evident (see 
fibres of lesions and description). The cells of the oedematous 
glands and of the blood showed chromatin bodies. 

Two ewes and two lambs were inoculated subcutaneously 
with 5 cc. of an emulsion made from the oedematous glands 
of this lamb. 

One ewe became distinctly ill on the eleventh day, and died 
paralysed on the thirteenth. 

The other ewe became very ill on the twelfth da3^ It was 
dull, listless, and disinclined to move, but had apparently 
recovered on the sixteenth day. 

Both lambs became ill on the ninth day, and died 
paralysed on the twelfth. The three animals which died showed 
typical lesions in the brain and cord, and chromatin bodies 
were present in the swollen glands. The bodies were present 
in blood smears from all four inoculated animals, but as one 
recovered its glands were not examined. 

These are only selections from a large number of experiments, 
and at the time the results were obtained they were not re- 
garded as conclusive evidence that louping-ill could be conveyed 
experimentally by inoculation. They were repeated and 
added to at a later date, and it was definitely confirmed that the 
disease could be conveyed to healthy sheep at the Laboratory, 
several hundred miles away from any infected farm, by inocu- 
lating the blood or material from dropsical glands taken from 
^eep suffering from naturally-contracted louping-ill in the 
field. These were the only tissue fluids found to be infective, 
and it may be noted here that it was in these fluids only that 
the “ chromatin bodies ” were present. 

One of the inoculation experiments carried out at a later 
date may be given here. It is selected because it included a 
large number of animals, and can be given shortly in tabular 
form. 

Ewe 317 was inoculated with blood obtained during life from 
an acute and ultimately fatal case of louping-ill in the field . 
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The diagram shows the result, together with the results of sub- 
inoculations. The temperatures given are Fahrenheit. 

Ewe 317. 

(Blood from acute case in field. Reaction to 107-4®) 


Lamb 316 Lamb 384 

(Blood) (Gland juice) 

Reaction to 107*8® Reaction to 108® 


Lamb 382 

(Blood and gland juice) 
Reaction to io8-6® 


Lamb 393 
(Blood) 

Reaction to 108® 


Lamb 387 

(Filtered blood. Reaction (but not maintained) to 106-4®) 

These results show that the disease can be transmitted in 
series from susceptible animal to susceptible animal, provided 
the proper materials — ^blood and gland juice — are used for 
inoculation. This means among other things that the causal 
agent of the disease is not a toxin but a living virus capable of 
reproducing itself in the bodies of fresh animals to which it 
gains entrance. It is probable, however, that the living 
virus itself during its growth in the sheep manufactures a 
toxin which acts on the nerve cells, for, although the nerve 
centres show the most important lesions which give rise to the 
symptoms, they do not contain the virus, as they do not set 
up the disease when inoculated to other sheep. 

With regard to Lamb 387 (filtration experiment), it received 
1,000 cc. of blood which had been diluted for filtration, corres- 
ponding to about 50 cc. of undiluted blood. 

The rise of temperature to 106*4® occurred on the following 
day, and was not maintained. It was due to the large amount 
of material which was injected into the hind leg, causing 
temporary lameness, and was not due to a virus. After the 
second day it fell to normal. 


Heifer 323 
(Negative) 


Lamb 391 
(Blood) 

Reaction to 107*4® 


Lamb 386 
(Blood) 

Reaction to 107* 


Ewe 381 
(Blood) 

Reaction to io6-4® 


Lamb 383 
(Blood) 

Reaction to 107* 4* 
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A virus may be too small to be seen even by the highest 
powers of the microscope. Such a virus is said to be ultra- 
microscopic. If a virus is ultramicroscopic, it passes through 
the fine pores of a bacterial filter which retain most of the 
microscopically visible organisms, whether bacteria or protozoa. 
It is said to be filterable, and the filtrate is virulent, whereas 
the filtrate from a large virus like anthrax, for example, is 
harmless. If, then, a virus does not pass the filter it should be 
visible to the microscope, and further, the virus of louping-ill 
cannot be a dissolved toxin, as this would pass with the 
filtrate. As very definite information seemed desirable on 
the question of whether the virus was filterable or not, a 
further experiment was designed, using an emulsion of 
oedematous lymph glands in which the virus seems to be 
specially concentrated. Oedematous glands were removed from 
an affected sheep which had been slaughtered. These were 
chopped up and made into an emulsion with sterile liquid. A 
small dose of this emulsion was inoculated to a sheep which 
became affected, and had a temperature reaction up to 107 8". 
Another sheep was inoculated with the same material after filtra- 
tion. It sliowed no temperature reaction and no symptoms. 

The virus of louping-ill, then, would appear to be non- 
filterable, and therefore microscopically visible. 

The. fact that louping-ill proved to be inoculable from animal 
to animal, however, did not fully explain the disease, because it 
was difficult to see how the virus, situated as it is, got outside 
the body of an affected animal, and it was well known that the 
disease did not spread by ordinary contact, that is to say, if 
healthy animals are kept in a loose box with the affected, the 
former do not contract the disease. When a disease is inocul- 
able but not contagious by actual contact, although multiple 
animals become affected about the same time, there is a 
strong probability that contagion is carried by an interme- 
dim'y which plays an important part in the life cycle of 
the causal agent, the latter requiring two hosts, often a 
vertebrate and an invertebrate, for its development. On 
account of the circumstantial evidence already referred to, the 
tick seemed well worth submitting to methodical investigation, 
more especially as it was well known that ticks are blood- 
suckers, and the experiments had proved that the virus of 
louping-ill is present in the blood of affected animals. 

Tioks as Carriers of Disease, and Tick Experiments. — ^The sheep 
tick which prevails exclusively on infected farms is the 
I. ricintis. Many observations were made by the writer 
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on the habits of this tick as seen on louping-ill pastures, 
but only a few of these need take up attention. The 
I. ricinus is known as a thrice-sucking tick, which leaves 
its host, and moults on the ground, each time after en- 
gorgement, that is to say, it requires three vertebrate hosts 
for its full life-cycle. The prevalence of this or that stage 
of the tick on the pastures, then, at a particular time of the 
year, depends to some extent on whether its hosts are available 
to enable it to pass from one stage to another. On these 
pastures shct^p are available, and larvae nymphae, and adults 
are exceedingly plentiful in April and May. All forms are again 
found in August, September, and October, but not so plenti- 
fully. These, as already mentioned, are the louping-ill seasons ; 
but the main damage is done in the spring, because of the 
advent of new lambs, which provide fresh and susceptible fuel 
for the disease, most of the old stock having become highly resis- 
tant to the disease by the autumn. If, however, sheep of 2my 
age from clean farms be introduced at these seasons, the 
losses may be enormous. Ticks may cause disease in more 
than one way. Certain species are believed to inoculate a 
formed toxin or poison after the manner of a snake. No such 
tick, however, was known in Great Britain, and the facts were 
against the sheep tick acting in this way, if it acted at all, 
because the virus of louping-ill, as shown, could be passed on 
by the propagation of the virus inside sheep from one animal 
to another, which is contrary to what happens with a toxin or 
poison. The virus, moreover, was shown to be retained by Uie 
filter, which allows dissolved toxins to pass. The most usual 
method of infection by ticks depends upon specific protozoan 
parasites of microscopic size which are parasitic in one stage 
in the ticks and in another in the vertebrate hosts of the ticks. 
That is to say, the life cycle of these parasites can only be 
carried through if they find the suitable species of tick on the 
one hand and the suitable species of vertebrate on the other. 
A parasitised tick may puncture the skin, and imbibe the blood 
of a vertebrate animal unsuitable to the protozoan parasite, 
in which case no harm results to the tick’s host. If, how- 
ever, the vertebrate animal is suitable to the protozoan parasite, 
and the latter is pathogenic (disease causing), a specific disease 
may be set up, and the vertebrate species is classed as sus- 
ceptible to that disease. The protozoa or animal-cell parasites 
reach their highest or sexual stage in the ticks. Here by com- 
pletion of sexual development and sexual junction the resulting 
cells are endowed with an extraordinary capacity for division 
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and redivision or asexual multiplication (schizogony). The 
latter begins when the fully-mature parasite is transferred from 
the tick to the susceptible vertebrate. ITiese sexual forms 
continue their multiplication by division and to some extent 
their development in the blood stream or organs, and it is 
owing to the presence therein of forms capable of repeated 
division that the blood of infected animals is virulent to others 
by inoculation, that is to say they continue to multiply asexu- 
ally when transferred to another host by inoculation. It is 
also owing to the presence of certain forms in a further stage 
of development in the blood that the ticks become infected 
by the potentially sexual forms when engorging with the blood 
of the vertebrate animal 

From the above it will be apparent why an animal suffering 
from a protozoan disease is not infective to others by ordinary 
contact, although its body fluids may be made to convey the 
disease by inoculation, which is not a natural but an experi- 
mental method. 

Figure i shows the various stages in the life cycle of this 
tick — ^unfed larv® (a), engorged larvae ( 6 ), unfed nymphae (c), 
engorged nymphae (d), unfed adults {e), engorged females (g), 
eggs laid by the latter (h). The eggs are laid to the number of 
atout 2,000 per female. The males (/) do not engorge. After 
each stage has engorged, it drops off the animal and spends a 
moulting stage on the pastures. This stage lasts one month or 
generally several months, the length of time depending to some 
extent on the temperature, and this at least partly accounts 
for the seasonal character of a tick-borne disease in this country. 
When the moult is complete and the next phase is reached, the 
tick is flat, and ready to feed again. If in one stage it has 
imbibed a virulent blood, the parasites therein may have 
developed by the time the next stage is reached, in which case 
the tick may be infective when it next feeds. It will be seen, 
therefore, that the larvae might infect themselves and be car- 
riers as nymphae, while the nymphae might infect themselves and 
become carriers as adults. The adults might infect themselves, 
but in this case the utilisation of vertebrate hosts having come 
to an end, the engorged adult plays no further part in infecting 
animals, unless, which is sometimes the case,‘ infection passes 
through the eggs to the larvae. Should this happen the larvae 
might he infective without further contact with infected animalfi 
Assuming louping-ill to be a tick-borne disease, the above were 
the hypothetical possibilities which had to be examined experi- 
mentally to disprove the assumption, or establish it as a fact. 
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Engorged female ticks were obtained from affected sheep in 
the field in May. At the Laboratory, several hundred miles 
away from the nearest infected pastures, they were kept under 
suitable conditions for laying and hatching. By the end of 
July a plentiful supply of larvae was available from these ticks. 
In September the larvae in comparatively small numbers were 
put to engorge on susceptible sheep. The first trials gave 
apparently negative results. These apparently negative re- 
sults were, however, open to one of two interpretations : either 
the larvae were not infective, meaning that infection did not 
pass through the eggs, or it passed to such a small proportion 
of larvae that a great number would have to be used to obtain 
infection. The experiments were repeated, using 2,000-3,000 
larvae, such a number as a sheep might easily get upon its 
face by grazing up against clusters of hatching eggs. 

One sheep so infested with these larval ticks died on the 
seventh day showing symptoms of the disease ; another showed 
a maintained temperature reaction up to 107° and symptoms 
of the disease, but it recovered. Others showed lesser 
temperature reactions and slight symptoms. 

Engorged nymphae were obtained in May from a sheep affected 
with louping-ill in the field. They were kept under favourable 
conditions for moulting at the Laboratory, where they moulted 
in July to adults. Three of these unfed adults were put on a 
sheep to feed, but only one engorged. The temperature of 
this sheep began to rise after a week. On the twelfth day 
it was 107® ; the reaction continued up to i()7-4® for seven days. 
The sheep was very ill and showed symptoms of louping-ill. 
One adult tick in this case set up an attack of the disease. 

" Chromatin bodies ” were found in these sheep reacting 
to ticks. Blood was drawn from them during the reaction 
to ticks and inoculated to other sheep, and a temperature 
reaction followed in the latter with symptoms of louping-ill. 
In the sheep which died or were slaughtered for examination, 
lesions identical to those seen in natural cases of louping-ill 
were found (see figures of lesions). 

Lastly, ticks bred at the Laboratory were put to feed on sheep 
which were reacting to inoculation with blood from another 
reactor reacting to infective blood obtained from the field. 
The ticks engorged, and after they had moulted to their next 
stage they were put to feed on another sheep. About the 
-^xth day the temperature reaction began in this shee'\ It 
itMe to 108® and lasted seven days, sjnnptoms of louping-ill 
lieiog^own. 



^ tm PATaatoBir tjv 

< '^€laQlna.tui bodies " were foond M its blood doiisf the 
leectkm. 

’ It seemed also important to test wbelber once infected ticks 
'had fed on a susceptible or insusceptible animal disehaiged 
their infection and became harmless, because if they did, it 
'ini|^ be possible to purify some infected pastures by gracing 
insuscqxtible animals thereon. A few expoiment^ observe* 
tions were made to this end, but the results being curious, th^ 
mitst be repeated before a final opinion can be arrived at. 
Infected larvae placed on sheep did not give disease in thdr next 
stage when put to feed on another sheep. In another case, 
■however, the infected larvae were fed on a rabbit, and after 
moulting to n3miphae were put on a sheep. It reacted. 

Duration of infoothiltir in tho SlMop. — In some protozoan 
diseases the causal parasites persist for a very long time, even 
years after recovery, in the blood of the vertebrate host. The 
blood of such recovered animals is infective by inociilation, 
and it can also infect ticks. Such a disease is obviously 
difikult to get rid of, as the recovered animals continue to act 
as cisterns for the uplsep of infection and to ccmvey it to the 
ticks. The question of whether sheep recovered from louping* 
ill remain cisterns of infection was tested by inoculating their 
blood at intervals after recovery. It was found that the Mood 
loses its infectivity shortly after the febrile period has passed 
oil. 

Immunity. — ^Some sheep appear to be naturally more resistant 
to the disease than others — at least some die when exposed to 
natural or artificial infection, while others recover. It seemed 
important to ascertain whether those which had reacted to 
inoculation and tecov^ed would resist fuiiber infection. 
Three such animals were reinoculated thirty-four days after 
the first inoculation ; two resisted, and the third gave a 
reaction to a very large dose of virus, but recovered. Sheep 
which had been inoculated at the Laboratory in the spring 
of one year \me exposed on an infected farm in the following 
spring ; all survived, while six out of twelve (50 per cent.) 
' unprotected sheep became ifl of loof^ng-ill, and four died 
; (33 3 per cent.). 

The eauMii Asunt— It has been explained aU the kiio#n 

tkdc-borne diseases are due to moindatum by tfeks of a protODb^ 

' parasite. That there is such a pai^te to the case of loujptog* 
i ill,. which may now be classed asja tick-borns' distose^’ Btod 
) h«rdfy be questioned, it is probable that dm parasHtoant by 
manufacturing a sduUe toxin in the ^tem 
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darihg thmr growth. It alsh seems probatJe that this toxin 
has a selective acticm -on the central nervous system, for, 
-although the teain and cord are not virutott by inoculation, 
they are the site of decided leskms. Perhaps the identification 
of ^e para^te loses mudi of its practical importance now that 
the disease is known to be carried by ticks, and that immunity 
can be induced, since these are the main facts of importance as 
regards prevention and eradication, but it is of great scientific 
interest, " Chromatin bodies ” have been mentioned, and while 
there is much to be said in support of these being the causal 
paradtes, it. cannot be definitely asserted or denied until 
this question has been submitted to further investigation. It 
would overload an article of this character to discuss this 
subject at length on the knowledge available, but the evidence 
in favour of the parasitic character of the bodies may be 
given shortly as follows ; — 

1. Louping-ill is now shown to be tick-bome, therefore it 

arises from a protozoan parasite. 

2. Experimental inoculation is successful only with the 

fluids and organs of sheep containing these bodies. 

3. The bodies invade certain of the white blood corpuscles 

and stain after the manner of parasites. 

4. The causal agent of the disease is apparently visible 

to the microscope, as it does not pass the coarser 
bacterial filters, and the chromatin bodies are the 
only abnormal objects which can be seen in infective 
material with the microscope. 

The " chromatin bodies ” (Figs. 2 and 3) are to be found in the 
ringle-nucleated cells of the dropsical lymph glands and of 
the blood. They are of microscopic size. In shape they may 
be round, oval, rod-shaped, or pear-shaped. Sometimes they 
are arranged in rosettes ; several may also be arranged 
circularly with a clear space in the centre. 

moroaoeiilsal LmMiml — The lesions may be described generally 
as those of inflammation of the cord and brain, the large motor 
' cdls of the cord bemg especially affected by the toxin. 

' When these cells are destroyed, groups of muscles whose 
' narvoius nutrition they preside over become paralysed, and the 
greater the' ci(dl destruction the more extensive and complete 
the paralysis. Slight lesions explain to some extent the milder 
. cases charaerterised by lethargy, while an extensive destruction 
rostdls ih nume or less permanent paralysis. Paralysis of an 
:<»gan causes Ihe small vessels of the central 
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part or grey matter of the cord are intensely congested and 
inflammatory cells leave the vessels and accumulate as dense 
foci in the nerve tissue. Some of the small vessels may 
rupture, causing haemorrhage into the substance of the cord. 
A better idea of these lesions will be obtained by examining 
Figs. 4 to 12, and it will be noted that the lesions arising 
in natural cases and from experimental infection by ticks, and 
by inoculation, are identical. 

SpeoiM of Aninmlo Affootod. — It has been said by some, but on 
evidence which is not strong, that cattle, pigs and poultiy may 
suffer from louping-ill. Repeated attempts were made to 
infect these species, and also rabbits, guineapigs and pigeons, 
but all with negative results. 

Curt, Provontion, and fradloation. — ^As regards cure, many 
trials were made with various and likely drugs. None had a 
specific effect on well-establidied cases. What their value was 
on milder cases cannot be assessed, as such cases may recover 
without treatment. 

As regards prevention, it may be said in a general way of 
tick-bome diseases that artificial infection by inoculation is 
generally milder than that arising from tick infection. It has 
been shown that inoculated animals after recovery went through 
a louping-ill season on infected pastures and survived. The 
applicability of preventive inoculation on infected pastures must 
be tested, however, on a much larger scale before it can be stated 
to be of general utility. This much might be said, that it is 
probable high-class rams could be immunised, and soon after- 
wards allowed to run with the naturally immune ewe stock on 
infected pastures. New breeding stock might be artificially 
immunised in the spring season when infective blood is easily 
procurable, and put on the pastures shortly afterwards when 
the reaction has ceased. It may even prove possible to keep 
a suitable virus at the Board's Veterinary Laboratory, and 
supply it at almost any time. 

As regards eradication, this obviously depends on freeing the 
pastures from ticks or keeping them down to a negligible 
quantity, or depriving them of their pathogenic power. The 
observations and experiments provide a full explanation of 
how the disease is kept up on the pastures from year to year 
and its seasonal incidence. The ticks are responsible for the 
up-keep of louping-ill and its spread. The seasonal incidence 
arises from the fact that ticks infected on sheep in the spring 
have hatched out or moulted by the autumn, and are then 
ready to infect ; those engorged autumn are in a position 
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Fig. 2. — Cells from dropsical Ivmph «lanci of natural case of loiipinc-ill shrmin^ the "chromatin bodies " which stain like protozoan parasites inside the 
white cells ; a — c show the various forms these bodies may a^'^ume, and how their number vanes in ditterent cells. 
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to infect other sheep in the following spring. The spring 
louping-ill or tick season is the worst on account of* the new 
and susceptible lambs. The odd cases which may occur 
between times are due to infected and fasting ticks which 
previously failed to obtain a vertebrate host. 

The methods of eradication and their possibilities are here 
indicated ; — 

(a) Ticks may be attacked by removing their hosts and 
trying to .starve them out, but, as the I. ricinus can live for 
a year or more in the fasting condition, this method is not 
promising. On the other hand, it does not follow that because 
the ticks retain viability for long periods they necessarily retain 
infectivity. One of the subjects for future investigation will 
be the duration of infectivity in fasting ticks, if this method 
of attack is to be utilised. It may be said, however, that one 
attempt to obtain information on this question in the field 
has already been made during this investigation. Three 
separate paddocks were fenced off on a badly-infected pasture. 
One of them was kept as a control, and sheep were allowed to 
graze therein. Another was kept empty from one season to 
another. A third was kept empty, and an attempt was made 
to bum the grass, but it was unsuccessful. All three paddocks 
were found to be infected in the following season. Hiis 
observation must be repeated and controlled by experiments 
with infected ticks at different periods after infection. 

{b) Should it be shown definitely by further inquiry that 
infected ticks cleanse themselves by feeding on insusceptible 
animals, it would be possible to get rid of infection by removing 
sheep from the pastures and grazing other stock for one or two 
seasons. This possible method, however, loses much of its 
practical importance from the fact that many of the infected 
pastures are unsuitable for stock other than sheep, but it 
might be applicable to certain fields. 

(c) The ticks • can be enormously reduced by stocking 
heavily different parts of the pasture in turn to collect 
large numbers and frequently dipping the vertebrate hosts 
in a suitable anti-tick bath, and by other methods of 
de-ticking. As explained elsewhere (see p. 24) effective dipping 
against ticks must be carried out at short intervals of 
five days, and ^eep can tolerate such dippings. This 
arises from the fact that in some of its stages the tick only 
remains on the dieep for five days ; it may even be less. To 
catch frie greatest number of ticks on the sheep, however, the 
dipping must be carried on during the louping-ill seasons, 
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sad observations seem to iiuiyicatie that> the 4 i]^ag od 
sheep while suffering firmn louping-ill, as maiQr then mif^b 
be. increases the number of severe' or paralytic cases, l^iis 
does not necessarily apply to the old stock on the hum. wdudh 
are hi^ly resistant, or to those which have been immuaised 
by inoculation of blood, and it is probable such ^eep could be 
dipped without much risk. 

It is not improbable that the solution of the proUem 
will be found in a combination of the above .methods, 
and trials in the field should be organised by farmers 
themselves to determine this. It should be netted 
those who may think dipping impracticable, that in the 
Colonies and the Uixited States, huge extents of unhealthy 
tick-infested land have been rendered safe and profitable for 
cattle breeding by an organised system of periodic dipping 
instituted either by Government intervention or private 
enterprise. An objection to dipi»ng sheep against ticks is, 
that in the spring, when by far the greatest number of ticks are 
available for destruction, the lambs have come on t^e scene. 
The importance of this objection is exaggerated, and, of course, 
it does not apply in the autumn tick season, but there are then 
fewer ticks. A very important supplementary measure to 
dipping for de-ticking is to cause the fully engorged ticks which 
have loosened tlieir hold to be shaken off in a confined space 
where they can be destroyed. Hie sheep should during the 
tick season be quietly and frequently driven into a pen 
littered with damaged straw, hay, or other dry and com- 
bustible rubbish. They should not be too tightly crowded, 
being given room to move freely when chased roupd. 
They should then be bustled round the pen several times to 
shalm off the engorged ticks. After the flock has been thus 
passed through the pen in batches, a little paraffin is sprinkled 
on the litter, and it is set on fire. This method alone will 
miable an enormous number of engorged ticks to be destroyed, 
and it should be borne in mind that every engorged female 
accounted for means that about 2,000 eggs fm the up-kieep ol; 
future generations are prevented from being hdd. The writer 
can say from person^dly supervised trials that thousands of. 
ticks can be collected and destro3^ in this way. Hedoes npt 
mean to indicate, however, that the method could take thft 
jdace of dipfung in a sdieme of eradication. It is a good and 
almost essmitial su^lement to dipjang, and can be demo in 
coheoting pens or mns at the time of dippit^. Until a lapping., 
schmne can be properly organised, de-ticking in pen? alone ht 
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wortli: caxxymg (mt, a$ it will greatly reduce the number of 
l^ks. Lastly, wh^ a lamb or sheep is found suffering froni 
lonping-ill, it be- well, to remove it to (mother special 

pasture not nsed for lambs or imported ^eep, where the 
infected ticks dropping ;ofE can be destroyed, or where at least 
they will have no dbance of engorging on other sheep. This, 
however, can only be expected to accomplish a limited amount 
of gqod, because a considerable number of the affected ^eep 
do not show symptoms which enable them to be picked out 
surely. 

It senns to be a fact, then, that enormous areas of unhealthy 
dieep pasture could be cleansed and deprived of their un- 
profitable character. 

Until. such time as a generally organised campaign against 
louping-ill can be set going, assuming that those sheep-farmers 
concerned will, as a body, co-operate, those who have infected 
faims and are disposed to try seriously methods of prevention 
and eradication are invited to put their special cases before the 
Veterinary Laboratory of the Board of Agriculture, New 
Haw, Weybridge, Surrey, for discussion. 


AN EXPERIMENT IN THE REARING 
OF CALVES ON WHEY AND MEALS. 

Owing to the lack of separated milk the rearing of calves on 
the cheese-making farm presents greater difficulties than is 
the case on the butter-making farm. The only by-product 
arising from cheese-making is the whey, which is commonly 
regarded as too deficient in nutritive matters, especially 
albuminoids, to serve as a satisfactory basis for calf-rearing, 
and is consequently usually given to pigs. 

Whey has, indeed, been used for calves to some extent in 
cheese-making.districts, either as a drink for calves on grass 
or, as in some parts of Cheshire, in the form of the " fleetings " 
wMch rise to the surface when the whey is heated [cf. Leaflet 
No. 142 or Food Production Leaflet No. 14). Very little pub- 
lished information on the' subjeqj is available, however, and it 
was thpuidit desirable, thwefore, in view of the considerable 
exte^sim <4 cheese-making during the past two years, that 
fmlher experimental work ^ould be carried out without delay. 
Anangeinqnts were accordingly made by the Board of Agri- 
ctdtucs aitd Fisheries in Ihe spring of 1918 for a comprehen- 
sive ttet to be made, the results of which are summarised in the 
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present Report. The Board are specially indebted to the 
authorities of University College, Reading, for the facilities 
provided for the experiment, and to Mr. S. Pennington, 
F.R.C.V.S., whose expert supervision contributed so materi- 
ally to its success. 

In deciding upon the supplementary foods to be fed along 
with the whey, consideration was given primarily to the 
differences in composition between whole milk and whey 
which, on the average, may be taken to be as indicated 
below : — 



Composition of One^Gallon. 


Whole MUk. 

Whey. 


lb. 

lb. 

'Water . . . . 

9*00 

9‘55 

Fat 

•40 

•04 

Albuminoids 

‘35 

•09 

Sugar 

•49 

•52 

Mineral salts (ash) 

1 -08 

1 

‘07 


It will be seen from these figures that, compared with whole 
milk, whey is chiefiy deficient in fat and albuminoids, and 
that, in order to bring up the feeding value of i gal. of whey 
to that of I gal. of whole milk, an addition of 36 lb. (say 
I lb.) of fat (or oil) and '26 lb. (say J lb.) of albuminoids is 
necessary. 

The deficiency of the whey in mineral salts (or ash), though 
apparently trivial in amount, is nevertheless important, since 
it falls mainly upon the phosphate of lime, which is so important 
for bone formation. 

The ideal " cheese substitute ” for use along with whey 
would thus appear to be a material or mixture rich in oil, 
albuminoids and phosphates. The material must be concen- 
trated and highly digestible in order that too great a bulk of it 
may not be necessary to supply the requisite amounts of oil 
and albuminoids. In devising the mixtures for these experi- 
ments, the aim kept in view was to obtain a mixture such 
that I lb. added to i gal. of whey would give a food approxi- 
mately equal in nutritive value to that of i gal. of whole 
milk. In selecting the materials for the mixture, attention 
was confined to those which mi^t be regarded as generally 
available for calf-rearing purposes, only one material (cod-liver 
meal) that could not be so described being for a time included 
in the tests. 
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Of single feeding-stuffs that approximate closely to the 
requirements outlined above, only one is generally available, 
viz., lidseed, i lb. of which supplies 0’35 lb. of oil and o'as lb. 
of albuminoids. 

A second material to which attention was directed as likely 
to be useful was cod-liver meal, the dried residue from the 
manufacture of high-quality cod-liver oil. An anal5reis of this 
material showed no less than 44’ i per cent, of oil and 36' 5 per 
cent, of albuminoids, so that, although supplies of the meal 
would not warrant any recommendation of its general use, it 
was thought desirable that, in view of the known virtues of 
cod-liver oil, some test of its merits for calf-rearing should be 
made. 

Apart from these materials it did not appear practicable to 
supply the whole deficiency of oil (J lb.) in the form of oil, 
and consequently for other " cheese substitutes ” recourse was 
had to mixtures which would supply the deficiency partly in 
the form of oil and partly in the form of starch or other car- 
bohydrates. If the nutritive values of the milk and whey 
be expressed in terms of the equivalent weights of starch, 
the deficiency in nutritive value of i gal. of whey as compared 
with I gal. of milk is equivalent to practically i lb. starch. 
Hence these mixtures were so devised that i lb. would supply 
roughly J lb. albuminoids and i lb. starch equivalent, the 
latter requirement necessitating the inclusion in each case of a 
proportion of material rich in oil (linseed). 

In order to ensure an adequate supply of phosphate of lime, 
and at the same time to counteract partly any possible detri- 
mental tendency of the acidity of the whey, it was decided 
to add to the ration in every case a small quantity of precipi- 
tated bone flour. 

The " cheese substitutes ” eventually decided upon for 
test were as follows ; — 


I. 

Cod-liver meal. 

« 2. 

Fish meal, i part. 

Linseed meal, 2 parts. 

3. 

Coconut meal, i part. 
Linseed meal, i part. 

4 * 

Bean meal, 5 parts. 
Linseed-cake meal, 4 parts. 


5 - 

Cod-liver meal, 3 parts. 
Fish meal, i part. 

Oatmeal, 3 parts. 

6 . 

Linseed meal, 3 parts. 
Linseed-cake meal, 2 parts, 
7 - 

Cod-liver meal, 3 parts. 
Bean meal, 3 parts. 

Fish meal, i part. 


* Mixture as used with good results (fed with water) in experiments at 
the Midland Agricultural and Dairy College. 
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It <««s l&oiii^t desualde, before procurediiig to tlie ex{>^ 
mta^ fxroper. that some iafonnation iboiUid be obtoinad to b| 
tha^itoelic properties and general suitability of:these mitouto^ 
with a view to the elimination or modification of any that adi^ 
prove unsuitable. For the purpose (d this preUmmaiy qualita- 
tive trial 8 calves, each a few da}^ old, w^ obtained on 
zfiQi-xgth March, iqi8, mid, after about a fortnight’s feeding 
with whole milk were put on diets of whey and the abova 
mixtures, one calf being used for each mixture. The calf 
was given Mixture No. 4 fed along with scalded whey. The 
tobstitotion of whey for milk was in all case%dEfec1ed gtaduaily 
in. the course of fourteen days, at the end of which .time ea<h 
calf was receiving daily i gal. of whey and i lb. of the meah 
With the one exception indicated, the whey was warmed simply 
to about blood-heat for feeding. Whey was recrived from the 
dairy every evening, and the acidity of each consignmmit was 
determined before feeding throughout the experiment. Apart 
from a few hot periods the acidity of the whey as received 
was usually from to 2^ degrees, rising to 3} to 5 degrees 
the following morning. 

hi addition to the meal mixture, each calf received daily 
about I oz. of precipitated bone phosphate stirred into the 
whey. Occasional cases of ** blowing " were successfully dealt 
with by adding a little precipitated chalk to the whey. The 
meals were at first mixed with the whey, but as it was found 
on trial that the calves quickly became accustomed to con- 
suming them in the dry form, this mode of feeding was sub- 
sequently adopted. Mixture No. 2 proved exceptional in tiiis 
respect, and was only consumed satisfactorily when fed along 
with the whey. 

It was soon found that Meal No. i (cod-liver meal alonef) was 
quite unpalatable to the calf, and therefore after a few da5fs its 
use was abandoned and a new mixture (No. 8) of cod-liver meal 
(3 parts), fish meal (i part), and finely-ground oats (3 parts) 
was substituted. TMs mixture differs from No: 5 onlyjn that 
ground whole oats replace oatmeal. , • 

Contrary to expectations no digestive trouble was experienced 
with any of the mixtures, so that after a fortnight’s trial on 
the full whey and meal diet it was thought safe to proceed to 
experiment on a more extensive scale. 

Accordingly, on 2nd Mhy> the calves, then abdut 7; weeks 
old, were divided into two lots of four, one lot (Lot X.) bring 
snteequentiy fed cm^Mixture No. fi/ahd.the:p 3 i^ lot^Tot Itt.) 
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(|n MiEttire No. 7, modified by substituting linseed meai lor 
cod-liver meal.* 

, It will be noted that the individual calves in these lots had) 
not beien dmilarly treated in the preceding period, but their 
progress had been so uniform that no serious exception could 
be taken to their being grouped as indicated. 

! On the same day 16 new heifer calves were obtained, each; 
about 3 days old. These were fed on whole milk until they had 
attained an average of z weeks, and were then grouped into 
4 lots. as nearly uniform character as possible in weight and 
appearance. For the subsequent feeding of these lots Mixtures 
No. 2, 3, 4 and 8 were used. 

The diets used in the experiment proper may thus be 
summarised : — . 

Older Calves. 

Lot I, Lot II. 

(Mixture No. 6.). (Mixture No. 7.) 

Linseed meal, 3 parto. Linseed meal, 3 parts. 

Linseed'Cake meal. Bean meal, 3 parts, 

2 parts. Fi^ meal, i part. 

Younger Calves. 

Lot A . Lot B. 

(Mixture No. 2.) (Mixture No. 3.) 

Linseed meal, 2 parts. Linseed meal, i part. 

Fish meal, i part. Coconut meal, t part. 

Lot C. Lot D. 

(Mixture No. 4.) (Mixture No. 8.) 

Bean meal, 5 parts. Linseed meal, 3 parts. 

Linseed-cake meal, Fish meal, i part. 

4 parts. Ground oats, 3 parts. 

In each case the meals were fed -at the rate of i lb. per gal. 
of whey, until towards the end of the experiment when the 
proportion of meal was reduced. The transition from milk 
to 'whey was made gradually, and completed in the course of a 
fortnight, so that by the time the calves were 4 weeks old 
they were entirely on the whey and meal diet. From this 
stage onwards hay was also placed at the disposal of the calves. 
A little later the feeding was supplemented by a small allowance 
(starting with 2 oz. and rising eventually to 8 oz.) of a mixture 
of linseed cake, coconut cake and maize gluten feed, this being 
i^ven after the morning feed. As soon as the weather became 
suitable the older calves were turned out daily on grass for a 
few hours. The grazing, however, would not permit of the 
jyounger calves being turned out. 

♦ The use of cod-liver meal in this mixture and in No. $ was abandoned 
at tlds stage in view of the very small suppli^. 
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The following summary indicates the general scheme of 
feeding: — 


Agt of Calf. 

Milk 
per day. 

Whey 
per day. 

Meal 
per day. 

Cake 
per day. 

Hay. 

Weeks. 

Pints. 

Pints. 

lb. 

lb. 


I. « 

8 

— 

— 

— 


3 

7-5 

1-3 

H 

— 


A 

4-1 




wmmm 

5 

- 

8 

X 


— • 

6, 7 

— 

8 

I 


•dHb. 

8.9 

— 

9-12 i 

I-Ii 

1 1 


10-12 

— 1 

1 12 

li 

! 

1* 

13. 14 

— 

12 

I 

f 

*» 

15, 16 

! 


i ! 

i 


*7 

1 

1 ^ 1 

ho 1 

1 

HDHi 

Total consump- 

ga*- 

gal. 

lb. 

‘ lb. 

HQHH 

tion in 1 1 2 days 

l8i 

II2i 

86i 

23t 

EiSEnil 

In 102 days* . . 


' mi 

85f 

2I| 

1 


* Interval between first and last weighings. 


The weight of hay consumed was only checked occasionally. 
At 7 weeks old it was about 2 lb., and towards the end about 
4 lb, per head per day. 

Older Calves. 



Initial AAVight 

1 

Final Weight , 

? Total 

Average 


May 8/18. 

July 15/18- i 

Increase 

Weekly In- 

No. of Cali 

(Calves about 

(Calves about 

per Head in i 

crease per 


7 weeks old.) 

17 weeks old.) 

10 Weeks.t 

1 

Head. 



j Linseed Meal, 3 parts. 



Lot 1. 

( Linseed -cake^ Meal, 2 parts. 



' ' lb. 

lb. 

j lb. 

lb. 

3 

120-5 

206 

85*5 

8-55 

4 

1 14 

178 

H 

6*40 

5 

122-5 

201 

1 78*5 

7-85 

7 

138-5 

231 

1 92*5 

9-25 

Average 

123*9 

204 

1 80*1 

1 

8*01 



i Linseed Meal, 3 parts. 



Lot II. 

V Bean Meal, 3 parts. 




( Fish Meal, i part. 



1 

1 lb. 

lb. 

lb. 

1 lb. 

I 

i X20 

224 

104 

10*40 

2 

i20 

204 

84 

8-40 

6 

125-5 

221 

95-5 

9-55 

8 

Ill’S 

200 

88*5 

8*85 

Average 

119-23 

212*25 

93 

9-30 


The precise interval between the initial and final weighings was 67 days. 






Lot a — Fed on Whey, Linseed Meal, and Fish Meal Mixture. 



Lot B.— Fed on Whey Linseed Meal, and Coconut Meal Mixture. 



Lot C - Ftd <m Wliey B-aii and Linseed Cake Meal Mixture. 




Lot D —Fed on Whey, Lin‘=eed Meal, Fish Meal, and Ground Oats Mixture. 
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Younger Calves. 


No. of 
Calf. 

Initial 
Weight 
May 8/1 8. 
(Calves 
about 2 
weeks old.) 

Final 
Weight 
Aug. 19/18. 
(Calves 
about 17 
weeks old.) 

Total 

Increase per 
Head in 

15 Weeks.* 

Average Weekly 
Increase per Head. 

Whole 

Period. 

Last 

10 Weeks 


T . . 1 Linseed Meal, 2 parts. 
Lot A Meal, i part. 



* 

i 

16 

lb. 

90 

101*5 

84 

105 

lb. 

176*5 

205*5 

179-5 

201*5 

lb. 

86-5 

104 

95 '5 

96-5 

lb. 

5- 77 

6- 93 
6-37 
6-43 

lb. 

6*15 

7*55 

7*35 

7*25 

Average 

95 ‘I 

190*7 

95-6 

6-37 

7*07 



( Linseed Meal, i part. 




^ j Coconut Meal, i part. 




lb. 

lb. 

lb. 

lb. , 

lb. 

2 

103 

220*5 

117*5 

783 

8-25 

10 

90 

189-5 

99*5 

6*63 

7*30 

14 

99 

187-5 

88*5 

3-90 

6*65 

15 

90 

185-5 

95*5 

6-37 

7*45 

Average 

95*5 

195*75 

100*25 

6*68 

7*41 


- . ^ 1 Bean Meal, 5 parts. 




A-rUL ^ ^ Linseed -cake Meal, parts. 



lb. 

lb. 

lb. 

lb. 

lb. 

6 

98 

204 

106 

7-07 

IP 

9 

106 

219*5 

113*5 

7*57 

8 65 

IZ 

92 

189-5 

97*5 

6*50 

7.40 

12 

90 

195*5 

105*5 

7*03 

8*05 

Average 

96-5 

202 I 

105*6 

7-04 

8*01 



( Linseed Meal, 3 parts. 




Lot D < Ground Oats, 3 parts. 





( Fish Meal, i part. 




lb. 

lb. 

lb. 

lb. 

lb. 

3 

107 

191 -5 

84-5 

5*63 

6*55 

4 

93 

183-5 

90*5 

6*03 

7*50 

7 

97-5 

219 

121*5 

8*10 

9*75 

13 

88 

157 

69 

4*60 

5*55 

Average 



91*4 

6*09 

7*34 


* The precise interval between the initial and final weighings was 
102 days. 
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Throughout the experiment, apart from occasional eases of 
" blowing *’ in the earlier stages, no trouble was experienced 
in securing satisfactory food consumption, and all the calves 
I showed by appearance and weight records a healthy condition 
‘of growth. 

From the time of the arrival of the younger calves, each 
animal was weighed separately every week. The changes in 
' wdght are summarised in the tables on pp. 44 and 45. 

In order to facilitate comparison with the records of the 
older calves, the average weekly gains of the younger calves 
have been given for the last ten weeks as well as for the whole 
period. No stress should be laid, however, upon the apparent 
( superiority of the results with the older calves, since these calves 
' enjoyed the benefit of grazing and, moreover, their rearing was 
. completed before the hot weather supervened, which proved 
very tr 5 nng to the younger calves. 

Taking the two sets of comparisons separately, and starting 
, with the older calves. Lot 11. shows a clear superiority over 
I Lot I. It was, indeed, evident throughout the test that the 
linseed ajid linseed cake mixture fed to Lot I. was not entirely 
to the liking of the calves, and, although a reasonably good 
rate of increase was obtained, this mixture caimot be strongly 
recommended. 

In the case of the four lots of younger calves, the best results 
in every way were obtsuned with Lot C, and in view of the 
similarly favourable experience in earlier calf-rearing experi- 
ments at the Midland Agricultural and Dairy College with the 
same mixture of bean meal and linseed cake, it is clear that 
• this mixture is well suited for calf-rearing purposes where whole 
milk or separated milk is not available. 

The lowest rate of increase over the whole period is ^own 
Lot D, although on the average of the last ten weeks it comes out 
rather better than Lot A. If the individual records in the two 
lots be examined, however, it will be noted that Lot D shows 
, great individual variations, so that the average for this lot js 
! less trustworthy as an index of the general merits of the feedinlg 
than in the case of the other lots. Between Lots A and B theie 
is very little to choose. • < j 

On a broad survey of the whole results the experbaeitt 
demonstra^ that so far u the progress of the calVes is cml- 
cerned^ any one the mixtures can be used with fatriy satis- 
factmy results along with whey, but that the bean meal mix- 
tures (Lot II. and Lot C) are probably rather better than the 
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rest. The general order (d merit would seem to be lov^hly 
as fdlows : — 

Lot II.— (Linseed, bean meal, fish meal.) 

,, C.— (Linseed dake» bean meal.) 

„ I.~(Linseed, linseed cake.) 

„ B. — (Linseed, coconut meal.) 

„ A. — (Linseed, fish meal.) 

„ D. — (Linseed, oats, fish meal.) 

am or riEomo,— The average cost of the purchased feeding 


studs used was as follows : — 

Per cwt. 

. . Per lb. 


$. d. 

d. 

Linseed . . 

69 4 

7*43 

Linseed cake . . 

• . 31 7 

.. 3*38 

Bean meal 

44 6 

.. . 4-77 

Pish meal 

. . 27 0 

289 

Coconut meal . . 

. . 26 10 

2-88 

Ground oats . . 

. . 28 0 

300 

Mixed cake 

192 

2-05 

Precipitated bone flour 

. . 27 2 

.. 2-91 


The cost of the hay may be taken at 5s. 6d, per, cwt. 
(— 0'59<f. perlb.), of the whole milk at is. per gal., and of the 
whey at id. per gal. The costs of the purchased foods were 
relatively hi^ owing to the small quantities required. The 
cost of feeding thus works out higher than would frequently 
be the case in farm practice where larger consignments could 
be taken. 

On the basis of the foregoing prices the costs per lb. of the 
various mixtures used were as follows : — 

d 


Mixture No. 2 (Lot A) .. .. .. 5-01 

.. „ 3 ( B) “i ‘5 

., 4 ( .. C) 4 i,s 

6 ( „ I) yf‘1 

,, „ 7 ( .» 11 ) • • * • • • ^ ^4 

,. .. S{.. V) 4 - 8 « 


The relative dheapness of Mixture No. 4 was due to the fact 
that it was the «ily mixture in which linseed meal was not 
included. The fact that the calves did best on this, the 
4 ;&eaq)est meah is thus doubly significant as to the merits of 

As older calves were used for the preliminary experi- 
: it is not possible to give an accurate record of the cost 

Cd'leedii^ Lots L tmd IL For the younger calves the total 
oesiti Of feeding for r6 weeks were as follows : — 
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Cost of Food per Head for i6 Weeks, 


— 

Total 

Quantity. 

Lot A. 

Lots. 

Lot C. 

Lot P. 



s. 

(f. 

5. 

d. 

5. 

d. 

s. 

d. 

Whole milk , . 

iStgal. 

18 

3 

j8 

3 

18 

3 

18 

3 

Whey 

ii2i .. 

9 

4 

9 

4 

9 

4 

9 

4 

Meal mixture 

86} lb. 

42 

6 

37 

0 

29 

10 

35 

I 

‘‘Cake" .. 1 

23# .. 

4 

0 

4 

0 

4 

0 

4 

0 

Hay .. 

224 ,, 

II 

0 

II 

0 


0 

II 

0 

Phosphate . . 

3 .. ’ 

0 

9 

0 

9 

0 

9 

0 

9 

Total Cost for 16 weeks 

85 

10 

80 

4 

73 

2 

78 

5 

Average Cost per week 

5 

4i 

5 

Oi 

4 

7 

4 

lOf 


The cost of food for Lots I. and II. would be practically 
identical with that for Lot A. The extreme difference in the 
cost of feeding for i6 weeks is indicated as 12s. 8 d. per calf, 
or gid. per calf per week. 

It is of interest to compare the cost of food with the gain 
in live weight recorded, as set out in the following table : — 



Cost of Food 
per Head 
for 102 days,* 

Gain in Weight 
(average per Head) 
in 102 days. 

Cost of Food per 

I lb. Gain in 
live Weight. 


s. d. 

lb. 


LotA .. 

78 10 

95-6 

9'9 

„ B .. 

73 5 

! 100*25 

8*8 

C .. 

66 3 

i 105*6 

7-5 

.. D .. 

73 I 

91*4 

9*6 


♦ The exact period between the initial and final weighings. 


On this showing the feeding of Lot A (Mixture No. 2) was the 
most expensive relatively to the rate of- growth produced, 
whilst the feeding of Lot C (Mixture No. 4) was decidedly the 
cheapest. • 

In order to form an estimate of the total cost of rearing it 
is necessary to add to the cost of the food the cost of litter and 
labour and the rent of the calf-house. In this experiment the 
cost of litter (wheat straw and peat moss) averaged yd. per 
calf per week. The cost of labour and rent was hig^r than 
would be the case imder ordinary farm conditions owing to the 
necessity of engaging a special attendant and hiring separate 
ptremises for the purpoKs of the experiment. It will be fairer, 
therefore, to assume average costs rather than the actual costs 
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under these heads. Labour may be assessed at is. per calf 
per week and rent at -^d. per calf per week. The three items 
together amount to is. rod. per head per week, which, when 
added to the cost of food per head per week given above, give 


the following as the costs of 

rearing of the four lots : — 


Per Head 

Per Head for 


per Week, 

16 Weeks. 


s, d. 

i s. d. 

Lot A 

7 . 

5 15 4 

„ B 

. 6 loj 

598 

., C 

6 5 

5 2 8 

„ D 

6 8i . 

5 7 8 


These costs may be regarded as moderate for the summer of 
1918 and the experiment may, therefore, be regarded as success- 
ful from every point of view. At the close of the experiment 
the calves were taken over by neighbouring farmers and their 
further progress is being supervised. 


Praotloal Summary. — The results of this experiment justify 
the laying down of the following practical directions for those 
•who wish to rear calves on whey and meals. 


I. Any of the following meal mixtures may be selected 
■for use : — 

I. 

Linseed meal, 3 parts. 

Linseed-cake meal, 

2 parts. 


A. 

Linseed meal, 2 parts. 
Fish meal, i part. 

C. 

Bean m^al, 5 parts. 
Linseed-cake meal, 

4 parts. 


IL 

Linseed meal, 3 parts. 
Bean meal, 3 parts. 
Fish meal, i part. 

B. 

Linseed meal, i part. 
Coconut meal, i part. 

D. 

Linseed meal, 3 parts. 
Fish meal, i part. 
Ground oats, 3 parts. 


Of the above mixtures the experiment indicated that a 
-slight preference is to be attached to the bean meal mixtures 
< 11 . and C.). 

2. The meal mixture should be used at the rate of iTb. to 
-each gal. of whey, which should be warmed to blood heat. 

3. Half an ounce of precipitated bone phosphate should be 
added to each gal. of whey. 

4. From the age of four weeks the calves should be given 
Jiay ad Hi., and, as soon as they will eat it, linseed cake or 
a mixture of linseed cake, coconut cake and gluten feed, 
‘Starting with 2 02., and rising eventually to 8 oz. per head. ' 

£ 
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5. The system of feeding should be as follows ; — 

Age, Feeding, 

{a) Birth to 2 weeks .. Colostrum followed by new milk. 

]f>) 2 to 4 weeks , . At two weeks commence substituting whey 
and meals (prepared as directed under 
2 and 3 above) for milk. Daily increase 
the amount of tiie substitute and decrease 
the milk given until at the age of four 
weeks the calf is getting i gal. of whey, 
I lb. of meal» and no milk. At the 
outset the meal should be mixed with 
whey, but as soon as the calves will cat it 
in the dry form, they should be allowed 
to do so and the warmed whey containing 
the precipitated bone phosphate given as 
a plain drink. 

(r) 4 to 5 weeks . . Continue to feed i gal. of whey and 1 lb. 

of the meal daily and allow, in addition, 
from this time forward, as much hay as 
the calf will eat. ^ 

(d) 6 to 7 weeks . . Increase above ration by starting to feed 

linseed cake or a mixture of linseed 
cake, coconut cake, maize gluten feed at 
the rate of 2 oz. per day, given after 
morning feed, gradually increasing the 
amount up to 6 oz. per head per day. 

(e) 8 to 9 weeks . . Increase the daily feed of whey to i J gal. 

and the weight of the meal mixture to 
ij lb, 

(/) 10 to 12 weeks . . During this period the calves remain on 
full ration. 

(g) Z3 to Z4 weeks , . Reduce the mqal mixture gradually from i J 
to z lb. per day, while maintaining the 
full supply of other foods. 

(A) Z5 to r6 weeks . , Reduce the whey to i n^l. and the meal 
mixture to J lb. per day. The calves now 
get — 

z gal. whey, 

’ J lb. meal mixture, 

6 oz. cake (or cake mixture). 

Hay, ad lib, 

(») Z7 weeks , . If the calves can be put out to grass, or if 
a supply of succulent farm foods is 
available, the whey and meal mixture 
may be discontinued at the end of 17 
'weeks, but in this case the quantity oi 
the cake allowed should be increased to 
I lb, per head per day. 

6. Should any digestive trouble in the form of " hlowhig " 
occur in the calves during the early stages of feeding whey,. 
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it can be successfully dealt with by adding a little precipitated 
chalk to the whey. 

(This article is also issued separately as a Leaflet, known as 
A^ogll. Copies may be obtained free of charge and post free 
on application to the Secretary, Board of Agriculture and Fisheries^ 
3, St, James's Square, London, S.W^. i. Letters of application 
so addressed need not be stamped,) 


THE HISTORY AND VALUE OF 
LATE-FLOWERING RED CLOVER OR 
SINGLECUT COWGRASS. 

Douglas A. Gilchrist, M.Sc., F.R.S.E., 

Professor of Agriculture, Armstrong College, Newcastle-upon-Tyne. 

The results which have been obtained from late- flowering 
red clover on clover-sick land are so striking and valuable 
that it is worth while to inquire how this variety of red clover 
has originated and to summarise the comparative results 
of it and of ordinary red clover. 

Ntotoiy of IntrodHotlon Mid Crowth of Rod Clover in CngriMid. — 
In Stephenson’s “ Agriculture of Surrey,” 1809, a very com- 
plete account is given of the introduction of red clover into 
England. In that work it is stated on the authority of Aubrey’s 
“ History of Surrey ” (published about 1673), that Sir Richard 
Weston introduced red or great clover from Flanders or Brabant 
about 1645, and that he grew it at Sutton, Surrey. In 
Worlidge’s book, “ Systerm AgrictUturce,” 1669, this clover 
grass is described with enthusiasm : — ” One acre of this grass 
will feed you as many cows as six acres of other common 
grass.” It should be noted that at that time all sown grasses 
or clovers were called “ artificial ” grasses, to distinguish them 
from plants that came naturally in the herbage. In Stephen- 
son’s book 9 . quotation is given from the Communications to 
the old Board of Agriculture, 1805, by Mr. Morris Birkbeck, 
as follows : — ” We are already in possession of the seeds of 
several plants of great value in the formation of perennial 
turf, viz., ray-grass (Loliutnperenne), perennial clover or marsh 
grass {Trifolium pratense), .Dutch clover {Trifolium repens), 
libgrass, and Holcus lanaius,” Stephenson mentions that 
of pereimial red clover and one qr. of hay loft seeds 
acre ?) were sown with barley. In the Communications 
tp the Board of Agriculture, 1805, the Rev. George Swa3me, 

E 2 



52 


Late-Flowering Red Clover. 


[APRIL, 


Bristol, recommends for pasture or for hay, meadow foxtail, 
ray-grass (cither Peacey’s or that collected in old grass leys), 
meadow fescue, hard fescue, tall oat grass, and cowgrass, other- 
wise called cow clover, honeysuckle trefoil, or Trifolium 
fftatense, the native variety. This indicates that the seeds of 
wild white and wild red clover were collected and used, as well 
as that of the cultivated red clover. In Arthur Young’s 
Agriculture of Lincolnshire,” 1813, the following occurs : — 
** Mr. Parkinson finds that his land will not produce red clover 
in a four years’ course more than two rounds ; he then changes 
to I bush, ray-grass, 6 lb. trefoil and 6 lb/ red clover for one 
round ; and the next round 8 lb. cowgrass and 6 lb. Dutch 
clover ; cowgrass yields a wonderful burthen, 9 in. higher than 
red clover, but the red yields the best eddish (aftermath) ; 
it will last two or three years, but better to plough sooner.” 
In Pitts’ Agriculture of Worcestershire,” 1813, it is stated that 
clover seed was grown extensively in that county, and that 
Worcester was a great market for the seed ; also that many of 
the old pastures contained ray-grass, white clover and meadow 
clover {Trifolium pratense). In Boy’s ” Agriculture of Kent,” 
1805, it is mentioned that the common red clover, the sort called 
cowgrass, and the white are the only sorts cultivated in Kent, 
and that a crop of clover seed was usually from 2 to 4 bush, an 
acre. It is also recorded that cowgrass was a species of clover 
which was mown only once in a summer (singlecut cowgrass) 
and that this plant is perennial. In Lawrence’s ” New Farmers’ 
Calendar,” 1809, the following seeds mixture per acre is taken 
from Curtis, author of the ” Flora Londinensis ” : — ” Meadow 
foxtail and meadow fescue, each one pint ; smooth- and rough- 
stalked meadow, each half-a-pint ; crested dog’s-tail and sweet- 
scented vernal, each one quarter of a pint ; Dutch clover, wild 
red clover {Trifolium pratense), or broad clover of the shops, 
half-a-pint.” Lawrence also states that cowgrass or perennial 
red clover differs from the common red clover in little else than 
the solidity of the stalks, and that several persons complained 
of being unable to secure the genuine seed. In Young’s 
” Annals qi Agriculture,” Vol. 3, 1785, the Rev. Mr. Onley, 
Essex, wrote that he turned his cows in late spring into his 
wild meadow clover, vulgarly called cowgrass. ” My trial 
of this grass seems fully to answer. I sowed 10 lb. per aerte at 
per lb. In a poor crop of oats I found a most luxuriant 
plant of this clover which has afforded a great autumn feed ; 
and the butter was most excellent, . . . Though perennial^ 

I shall next year plough in the ley, like that of usual clover 
for wheat,” There are many other references about this time 
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to different kinds of red clover, and there was evidently mucl^ 
doubt as to whether cowgrass clover was a variety of red clover 
or was zig-zag clover {T rifolium medium). Sinclair, in his book, 
on Grasses, 1825, describes Trifolium medium as marl clover or 
cowgrass, but Lawson in his Agricultural Manual, 1836, des- 
cribes (i) native perennial red clover, (2) common cultivated 
perennial red clover or cowgrass, which is a few days later in 
coming into flower, and differs from common red clover only 
in having rather more woolly leaves and in being of more 
permanent duration, (3) Duke of Norfolk’s cowgrass, a variety 
more permanent than the last, and which flowered earlier, 
(4) perennial red clover of Argovic, introduced into France 
from Switzerland and proved by the French to be the most 
perennial variety they possessed, (5) perennial red clover 
of Germany, which resembled the last, but was rather later in 
flowering. He then describes the common or English red 
clover, and, further on, T rifolium medi um, the zig-zag clover 
or marl grass, as being sometimes termed cowgrass, but states 
that it can only be considered as a pestiferous weed. Un- 
doubtedly Lawson was a better authority on this subject than 
Sinclair, and it may, therefore, be accepted that in 1836 the 
name cowgrass was generally given to the variety of red clover 
which he describes above, and not to marl or ziz-zag clover. 

It seems clear from the foregoing that common red clover 
and the kind now called late-flowering red clover or singlecut 
clover or cowgrass, have both been grown as cultivated clovers 
in England for about the same time, and, further, that a 
number of attempts have been made to develop native or 
wild red clover as a cultivated plant. 

Rmults In Sweden. — ^Hcrnfrid Witte, in his account of red 
clover of different origins at. Svalof, Sweden, 1907-1912, ' 
describes wild red clover, cultivated red clover and late red or 
singlecut clover. He notes that wild red clover usually 
flowers very early, is more permanent, and is of earlier growth 
than the cultivated types. In most parts of Sweden the late 
red clover is the only type that can be grown with advantage. 
Swedish late red clover has later and earlier strains; and the 
earlier strains sometimes flower quite as early as the later strains 
of early red. Witte states that early and late red clovers have 
long been grown in Sweden. He is of opinion that both 
strains were imported in the beginning of the nineteenth 
century, and that the types have been kept distinct. The 
tables giving the results of the trials show that the earlier 
strains have generally given the best aftermaths, while the 
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later strains have not only given the heaviest first crops of 
clover, but also the largest yields when the two cuttings of the 
season were taken together. He summarises the average 
yields of different t5^s of Swedish clovers from four trials, 
each conducted over two years at Svalof. 

Table I . — Summary of Svalof Results. 

Green Clover per Acre. Two Years* 
First Year. Second Year. Total. 
tons. tons. tons. 

Swedish late red clover . . I3l •• Mi 

Swedish muliuni red clover .. 13 J .. <» .. 22 i 

Swedish early red clover .. iij .. H 191 

These results include two cuttings for each year, and show that 
in the two years Swedish early red gave about i6 per cent, less 
weight of clover than the Swedish late red, and also that the late 
red increas('d its advantage over early red in the second year. 

Results at Cockle Park.—The following results at ('ockle Park, 
the Northumberland County Agricultural Experiment Station, 
confirm those obtained at Svalof. 


Table II. — One Yearns Ley : Weights of Hay per Acre. 


1 

1913. 

CV^T, 

1915. 

cwt. 

X916. 

cwt. 

1917. Average- 
cwt. cwt. 

Ordinary rod t lover 

39 i 

26 | 

49 1 

.32 1 

37 ^ 

dowering red clover 

614 

25 

(>9i 

4c j 

49 


These results are strikingly in favour of late-flowering red 
clpver. Ordinary red clover usually suffers from clover sickness 
at Cockle Park, and the good results from late red are likely to 
he partly due to its standing better against this disease. The 
aftermaths, which are not taken into account in the table, have 
always been m\ich more valuable from the late- flowering red 
clover.* The seeds mixtures contained in each case the same 
quantities of these clovers, varying from 4 to 6 lb. per acre. 

.Table III , — Three Years' Ley: Average Annual Weights 
^ of Hay per Acre. 


Ordinary red clover 

Late -flowering red clover 

igia-14. 

cwd. 

4 oi 

42I 

J97J-J5. 

cwt. 

35 

44 i 

I9I5-I7- 

cwt. 

30 

35 

Average. 

cwt. 

3 S 

Three Years’ Ley : Weights of Hay per Acre in First Year. 

Ordinary red clover 
, Late -flowering red clover 

1912. 19X3. 

cwt, cwt. 

36J 39 i 

36 32 

cwt, 

29 

32 

1916. 1917 

cwt. cwt. 
52 i 334 
56 34 

. Average. 
cwt. 

8 


The results shown in Table III. are also strongly in favour of 
late-flowering red clover. The last figures diow a consideraMe 

^ This is somewhat contrary to usual results, ordinary red clover as a 
rule giving a greater weight of aftermath. 
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advantage for late- flowering red clover in the first of 3 years, 
and the first figures show that this advantage is more than 
maintained in the second and third years. 

The seeds mixtures in every case contained 4 lb. of these 
respective clover seeds. Not only has late- flowering red 
clover given the heaviest crops of hay, but the aftermaths have 
invariably been of a much more satisfactory character. 
Ordinary red clover produces a heavier aftermath in the first 
year, but there is little of this clover left in the second and 
third years. Late-flowering red clover is about 10 days later 
in flowering than ordinary red clover, and gives aftermaths 
that are bettor suited for grazing than for mowing because the 
herbage is of a leafy, rather than of a stemmy, character. 
Quite a fair proportion of plants of this clover remains till the 
third year, thus showing it to be of longer duration. Wild 
white clover is always included in the seeds mixtures for three 
years at Cockle Park. This provides abundant herbage in 
the second and third years’ hay and aftermath. If it were 
not for this clover, the results in the last two years would be 
much more in favour of late-flowering red clover. It should 
be stated that in practically all cases English seed was obtained 
of both clovers, trials at Cockle Park having distinctly indicated 
that English seed is likely to produce plants of a more lasting 
character and to give the most satisfactory crops. 

Conolusion*. — Strains can now be obtained from seedsmen 
of ordinary red clover and singlecut or late-flowering red clovers. 
It is of the greatest importance that more attention should be 
given to the increased production of the most valuable strains of 
these clover seeds. Late- flowering red clovers produce seed more 
sparingly than ordinary red clovers. Every endeavour should 
be made to produce the seed of this valuable late-flowering 
red clover in very much greater quantity than hitherto, and 
every care should be taken in the selection of the seed for growing 
crops from which seed is to be produced. The present Seed- 
testing Order of the Board of Agriculture gives no help in this 
direction, as true strains of late-flowering red clover seed cannot 
be verified by the examination of the seed. The producers 
of true and reliable seed of late-flowering red clover can confer 
a very great benefit indeed on the agriculture of this country 
_by selecting the very best stocks of seed they can obtain and by 
increasing the areas grown of this seed. It has long been known 
that English grown clover seeds are likely to give the most 
satisfactory results. 
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CONTROL OF THE WEEDS WHITLOW 
PEPPERWORT AND BLACK MUSTARD. 

R. Robson, M.Sc., 

East Anglian Institute of Agriculture, Chelmsford, 

WHITLOW PEPPERWORT (Lepidnim Draha), 

Lepidium Draba (commonly called Whitlow Pepperwort, 
Hoary Cress, or “ Whitcweed is, according to Bcntham, 
rare in Britain, and only as an introduced plant in a few 
English counties." It is common in central and southern 
Europe and in temperate Russian Asia. 

Oharaoters.— A perennial plant, about i ft. high, more or 
less covered with a minute down. Stems stout, erect, branch- 
ing above. 

Leaves oblong or broadly lanceolate, usually slightly toothed, 

I J to 2 in, long, the lower ones stalked, the upper ones clasping 
the stem with projecting auricles 
Racemes not much lengthened, forming a broad, flat corymb. 
Pods about 2 lines broad and not quite so* long, very thick, 
the valves sharply keeled, but not winged, the style prominent. 

In cultivated fields in Essex it attains a height of 2 ft , and 
Hayward in his " Botanist's Pocket Book " gives its stature 
as I to 2 ft. 

Mr. Edwin E. Turner, the doyen of Essex field botanists, who 
has made a lifelong sthdy of the Essex flora, writes* as follows : 

Lepidium Draha (linn.). — “Tliis plant was introduced in i8og, 
by the troops returning from the ill-fated expedition to the 
Walcheren. These landed on the Isle of Thanet on the mouth of 
the Thames, and when the stores, fodder, etc., were unloaded, it is 
said that seeds of L. Draha were included. 

By various agencies the plant has since spread over Kent and 
Essex, and it has been recorded in other places in the Midlands. 
To the farmer it is no doubt a pest, and the late E. A. Fitch, of 
Maldon, told me that it came to his farm in clover seed, and although 
he tried every means to eradicate it, even employing women to 
hand pick it, he failed in the struggle. The long cord roots were 
found in the deepest drains, over a yard in depth, and the large 
quantities of seeds matured were washed down the ditches and so 
distributed over most of the land. 

It first came to my notice over thirty years ago, being sent from 
Battlesbridge, Rettendon, by a gentleman, accompanied by a 
letter ki which he stated that a new weed had appeared in the 
cultivated land of his district. It then came under my notice in 
a field belon^g to Elm Hall, on the Crossing Road at Witham, 
since which it has turned up in many localities, even on Mersea 
Island. Also, it came up in plent y some years ago in a spot where 

♦ Letter to the writer, dated 29th July, 1918. 





Fig 2 — Showing an unspraved area \Mth the weed Lepidium ihaba as the pRdoniinant plant 



Fig 3 —Oats and Lepidmm draba sprayed with Copper Sulphate. 3 per cent., and SMium Nitrate, 
5 per cent — 80 gal of spray fluid |>er acre 



Fig 4 —The Plot enclo-cd A\ithin the lines was -praved with Copper Sulpluite 2 per cent , and Ammonium 
Sulphate S per cent — 70 gal per acie The remainder ol the tiehl was untreated 
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sheep washing had been done on the borders of the lake at Rivenliall 
Place, and may have been brought there in the fleeces after the 
flock was fed in a clover field.” 

Th* Lanil Affeoted. — ^This weed is prevalent on the cast of 
Essex, especially around Soutliend, Maldon Estuary, and in the 
Witham district. It has been established for many years and 
has survived all the efforts made by farmers to eradicate it. 
It is to be found on stiff London clay soil as well as on the lighter 
lands of the coast. 

It can maintain its existence amongst grass and lucerne, and 
it grows luxuriantly in many ditches and in waste heaps by the 
wayside. When the ground is cultivated for corn, etc., it 
grows vigorously. Above ground it is as bad as charlock, 
below ground it is as bad as bindweed. 

Maohanioal Traatment of Infaotad Araaa. — ^Treatment which is 
effective against couch grass is of no avail in this case. The 
rootstocks penetrate to a considerable depth, some having been 
traced down to a depth of 4 ft. Mr. John Steel, of Rochford, 
has had one portion of a field hand-weeded for 18 years, and 
though he has by this means kept it to the original area of 
infection, yet it still continues to grow. It flowers in June 
and seeds in July, and if it be allowed to seed the degree of 
infection is, of course, increased, as well as the area. 

The cost of hand-pulling is considerable; perhaps 25s. per 
acre is a medium estimate. 

Desorlptlon of the Spraying: Trials. — The spraying of a field 
in which this weed is prevalent is rather difficult from the 
experimental point of view, as one finds that the ground is more 
or less patchy, whilst between the patches the number of 
plants is comparatively small. In 1917 in a field beside 
Southend, selected by Mr. Alec. Steel, a charlock spray was put 
on a patch of Lepidium. The plants were in flower and the 
com about knee height. The results were encouraging, for a 
week later the leaves were dead, the flowers had produced no 
seed, and altogether the effects were comparable with those on 
charlock in flower. The underground parts, however, were 
stiU alive. 

In 1918, a field of oats belonging to Mr. E. Ockleston, of 
Woodham Ferrers, was selected for further trials of sprays. 
On nth May, 1918, about half of the field at Woodham Ferrers 
was sprayed with 4 per cent, copper sulphate at the rate of 
40 gal. to the acre, and two bad patches were treated with 
So gal. per acre of the same spray. 
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In the following weeks the effects were so marked and so 
encouraging that Mr. Ockleston wished to have it all done a 
second time with the same spray. This could not be done, 
however, till 29th and 30th May, when ten plots were sprayed 
with various sprays. These plots were, on the average, about 
a square chain in area, and represented those portions of the 
field where Ij'pidium was the predominant plant (see Fig. 2). 
These plots were sprayed with knapsack sprayers, and it took 
two people two days to do the work. Knap.sack spraying is 
no good for field work, because it is too slow, but for the present 
purpose the knapsack answered admirably as the plots were 
equally .sprayed ; exact applications were possible. On 12th 
June, when the photographs shown in Figs. 2, 3 and 4 
were taken, all the plots were easily visible from the road, as 
the field sloped upwards from it, and appeared as dirty-green, 
square, or oblong patches. On walking to these patches one 
found that this dirty appearance — as contrasted with the 
bright green of the unsprayed oats — was due to the brown 
colour of the dead pepperwort. The leaves of the oats which 
had suffered from the spraj’were not visible from a distance, as 
they wei e obscured by the fresh green leaves above and by the 
dead leaves of the pepperwort. 


Table I. — Summary of Sprays applied to Ten Plots im 
a Field of Oats containing Pepperwort Weed. 


PJot. 

Ammonium 

Sulphate. 

Sodium 

Nitrate. 

Copper 

Sulphate. 

Iron 

Sulphate. 

Gal. 

per 

Acre, 


lb. per 

per 

lb, per 

per 

1,, 1 

ID. peri 

per 

lb, per 

X>GT 



acH*. 

cenc. 

acie. 

cent. 

acre. , 

cent 

acre. 

cent. 


I 


8 

— 

— 

^4 

2 

— 

- * 

70 

lA 


8 

— 

— 

14 

2 

— 

— 

70 

2 . . 

— 

— 

5 b 

8 

M ! 

2 

— 


! 70 

3 

— 

— 

40 

3 

24 

5 

— 


80 

4 •• 1 

— 

— 

27} 

1-5 

l6j 

2*5 

— 


no 

5 •• ! 

— 

— 


— 

— ! 

— 

80 

10 

80 

6 

— 

— 


5 

— 1 

— 

40 

_4 

100 

7 

! — 

. — 

— ; 

— 

32 j 

4 

— 


80 

8 

— 

— 

10 i 

I 


i '.5 

TOO 

10 j 

100 

9 



10 ! 

1 

I 

20 I 

2 

20 

i 2 

lOO 


itoMit*. — On 9th July the field was inspected by Mr. Alec. 
Steel, Mr. John Steel, and Mr. Harold Rankin, who were 
interested in the problem, as the Rochford district is specially 
troubled by this weed. 

On that date the plots were indistinguishable, as far as the 
growth of the oats was concerned, from the unsprayed part 
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of the field, excepting in the case of Plot 2, where the growth 
of oats was rather backward, but green and vigorous not- 
withstanding. This plot had had 80 gal. per acre of charlock 
spray on nth May and 70 gal. of the combined spray, copper 
sulphate and nitrate of soda on 29th May. The final elh'ct of 
the spray oil the oats was then seen to be in no wise adverse 
to the oats, whilst the pepperwort had succumbed, as shown 
in Table II. 


Table II . — Effects of the Spray on the Weed and Oats on 
8th June, igi8. 


Plot. 

Condition of Weed. 

Condition of Corn. 

I 

Killed 

Outei leaves killed, more ad- 
verse result tlum 7 . 

TA 

. • . . . • 


2 

3 



Outer leaves killed. 

4 

5 

Leav(‘.s blackened, but plants 
still £ilive and flowering. Re- 
sult unsatisfactory. 

Outer leaves blackened. 

6 

Result unsatisfactory . . 

A lew leaves blackened. 

7 

Killed 

Outer leaves kilh'd 

8 

Fairly wc‘U done, but not so good 

Outer leaves lilac keru’d, no 


as 7 . 

check to growth apparent. 

9 

J'air, result distinctly inferior 
to I, 2 , 3 , and 7 . 

Outer leaves shglitly discoloured. 


The workmen found about this time that the weeds on Plot 4 
had been killed to a considerable depth below the soil. I'hat 
plot had received the heavy application of no gal. of liquid 
per acre. 

About the end of August, seeds of the pi'pperwort were 
gathered. Each flower produces two seeds of a deep, rich 
brown colour. Of these seeds 486 weigh i gramme. 

Cost par Aore. — ^Taking nitrate of soda at £20 a ton, sulj^hate 
of ammonia at £iy a ton, and copper sulphate at Gd, per lb., 
the costs per acre of the sprays used are as follows : — 
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Summary. — These experiments indicate a method of control- 
ling this weed far in advance of the mechanical methods 
hitherto in vogue, and it is suggested that farmers who have 
Lepidium in their fields should equip themselves with a horse- 
sprayer, and spray the weeds about the beginning of May. 
It is likely that two annual sprayings will be found necessary, 
and in that case the use of nitrate of soda or sulphate of 
ammonia along with the copper sulphate will encourage the 
farmer to carry out this work where the use of the copper 
sulphate alone might not supply sufficient inducement. The 
weeds in the hedges and on the edges of the ditches should be 
carefully attended to, as the plant seeds very freely. 

Tlie stamping out of the pest will be a big task, no doubt, 
because of the root system, but there is good reason to hope 
that with combined effort it can be done. 


BLACK MUSTARD (Sinapis nigra). 

This plant, common on the coast of Ess(^x, is a very trouble- 
some weed, which in its effects is comparable in most respects 
with charlock. Anne Pratt, in her Flowering Plants, etc., of 
Great Britain,'" says that this plant is commonly cultivated 
for the mustard of commerce, and large fields are sown for this 
produce in Essex and other counties. The pungent seeds 
consist of a mucilaginous and farinaceous subvStance, combined 
with a bland fixed oil, and a volatile or essential one, of great 
pungency, in which sulphur is said by Muller to exist to the 
amount of about 30 per cent. The acridity of this latter oil 
is increased if the seeds are kept some time after they are 
gathered, or it is at once developed by steeping the seeds in 
vinegar." 

Professor Burnett, remarking on the tenacity of life of these 
seeds, says that when a crop of mustard has once been seeded, 
self-sown stragglers will come up for a century afterwards. 

In the Grain of Mustard Seed Parable," Sir Joseph Hooker 
and Dr. Tristram " contend that our Sinapis nigra is the 
species referred to, for in Palestine it attains a height of 10 ft. 
and may fitly be regarded as a tree among herbs, for flocks of 
linnets and other finches ' lodge * among its branches for the 
sake of its abundant seeds." 

Hayward, in his " Botanist's Pocket Book," puts its height 
at I to 2 ft. It must be remarked, however, that when growing 
in cultivated soil it attains a height of about 4 J to 5 ft., and the 
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remarks about the Palestine mustard are interesting in that 
they show to what size the plant can attain under the most 
congenial conditions. 

On the islands off the coast of Essex the soil seems to be full 
of the seed of this plant, even where the land has been ‘‘ down 
to grass beyond the memory of the present inhabitants. It 
comes up among the wheat, oats and peas, and, in spite of 
hoeing, these crops about midsummer appear as a sea of yellow 
flowers. The hoeing of the corn certainly brings about the 
destruction of the weeds between the rows, but those that 
grow in the rows of corn, and they are ias numerous as the corn 
plants, cannot be mechanically destroyed without at the same 
time destroying the corn crop. The result is that only about 
half a crop of wheat or oats is obtained on such -land, for the 
weed competes with the corn in respect of the soil nutriment 
throughout the whole season. It competes with the corn in 
respect of light on equal terms in the beginning of the season, 
but in June it hopelessly smothers the crop, so that the light 
reaching the latter must be very imperfect. Before the corn 
comes into ear the mustard is topped '' to prevent a part of 
the seeding and to allow the light to get to the corn. 

Dasorlptlon of tho Spraylngr Trials. — In 1917, charlock sprays 
were tried on small areas infested with the weed. The results 
were quite satisfactory, and, in 1918, spraying with copper 
sulphate solution and copper sulphate, plus nitrate of soda 
solution,* was carried out on a larger scale in a field of oats 
which had already been twice hand-hoed so well that not a 
single weed was to be found anywhere between the rows of 
corn. Nevertheless the field was a mass of mustard. 


On the 27th May spraying was commenced in this field, about 
three acres being sprayed that day. 


Plot. 

Area. 

Quantity oi 
Spray used. 

Substance Dissolved. 

• I , . 

I acre 

40 gal. 

Copper sulphate, 16 lb. 

2 . . 

I „ 

60 „ 

i» »» 

3 •• 

i 

40 .. 

1 

»> »» 


On the 29th May the report on the field was the mustard 
is all dying and the corn is very severely hit, especially on 
Plot 3.'' 

On the 1st June, three more plots were sprayed (see next 
page). 
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•Plot. 

Area. 

Quantity of 
Spray Used. 

Substance Dissolved. 

4 .. 

I acre 

40 gal. 

Copper sulphate, 8 lb. 
Nitrate of soda, 20 lb. 

5 . . 

i .. 

40 

• * f» M 

Copper sulphate, 8 lb. 
Nitrate of soda, 12 lb. 

6 . . 

s .• 

1 

4 « M 


In two days the mustard began to turn brown and dry up 
on these last three plots as it had done on the first three the 
previous week. \Mien the second lot (4, 5 and 6) was being 
sprayed the corn on Plot 3 had its outer leaves brown and 
dead, but the young leaves were growing out vigorously from 
the tops. Fears had been entertained that the corn was all 
killed, especially on Plot 3, but at the end of a week it was seen 
to be alive and recovering quickly. 

As far as weed killing was concerned, Plots 3, 5 and 6 were 
the best, and Plot 2 was nearly as good. Plots i and 4 were 
not so thoroughly done, the quantity of spray, 40 gal. per acre, 
not being sufficient at that time of the season to wet the 
leafage compk'tely, though that quantity of spray fluid applied 
earlier would probably have been ample. 

The plots which received 60 gal. per acre had the leafage 
thoroughly wetted. 

At the time of spraying the leaves of the oats were getting 
fairly broad, and consequently got their share of spray as 
well as the mustard. All these broad leaves withered off. 

Results,-— On 21st June the field was inspected to see how 
the oats and the mustard had progressed. As the writer 
approached the field he saw a small yellow plot at the one end 
of the field, then a stretch of green with two narrow yellow lines 
dividing it into three green strips, and finally beyond this green 
belt was a second mass of yellow extending to the end of the 
cornfield. The yellow portions at the two ends were the un- 
sprayed portions, as were also the two narrow yellow lines left 
in the green belt between Plots 2, 3 and 4. The mustard 
was at this time in full flower and was about 4 ft. 6 in. high. 
The men had to top all the unsprayed part of the field, 
but on the sprayed portions there was no mustard to “ top/' 
and the corn was growing well. The young leaves by this 
time obscured the older, lower leaves which had been killed 
by the spray fluids, and there was practically no evidence of 
the spraying that had taken place, till one looked among the 
oats for the dead stalks of the mustard. 
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No attempt was made to record the comparative yields of 
the treated plots because of shortage of labour. The experi- 
ment sufficed to show, however, that the charlock spray was as 
effective on mustard as on charlock, and that the gain in the 
cereal crop was very considerable. Farmers who spray 
against charlock know that the cereal crop receives a temporary 
check, but they know also that they obtain at the end of the 
season a full crop, or very near it. 

Costa. — ^Taking copper sulphate at £56 per ton and nitrate 
of soda at £20 per ton, the costs of the treatments arc as 
follows ; — 


Plot I 
2 

»» 3 


lO lb. copper sulphate . . 


20 lb. 


i s lb. copper sulphate . 
20 lb. nitrate ot soda . 

f i2 lb. copper sulphate . 
30 lb. nitiate of soda .. 

j 12 lb. copper sulphate . 
1 18 lb. nitrate of soda . 


I 8s. per Jicrc. 
los. ,, 

{ 4s. and 3s. jd. 
=:7S. yd. per 
acie. 

) 6s. and 5s. 4^. 
esiis. 4^. per 
acre. 

I 6s. and 3s. ^d. 
- , =96'. 3^. per 

( I acre. 


The above prices represent the cost of material in war time, 
and are about double pre-war costs. The labour cost is not 
great, and as an offset against the whole expense there is the 
saving of the hand-hoeing and weed " topping,” which are 
necessary if the spraying be not undertaken. 

The manurial value of the nitrate of soda has also to be 
reckoned, for the combined spray kills the weeds and then 
manures the crop. 


APPLE APHIDES. 

Fred. V. Theobald. 

South-Eastern Agricultural College, Wye, Kent. 

The so-called ” Aphis ” or “ Blue Bug ” Blight of apples, 
and to a minor extent of pears, is in some years one of the 
worst ills fruit-growers and gardeners have to contend with 
in this country. The terms Aphis, Dolphin or Blue Bug 
" Blight ” are common names in all fruit-growing districts. 
They apply to damage done by several species of plant lice or 
aphides. .r 
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Out of the eight species of aphides recorded as attacking 
the apple in Great Britain only four are of general importance. 
These are: (i) the Blue Bug or Rosy Apple Aphis (Aphis 
malijolice, Fitch) ; (ii.) the Green Apple Aphis (Aphis pomi, 
Dc (ieer) ; (hi.) the Oat Apple Aphis (Siphocoryne avena, 
Fabr.), and th(i Woolly Aphis or American Blight (Schizoneura 
lanigcra, Hausmann). 

The following article deals only with the first three, which 
are leaf, blossom, shoot or fruit feeders, unlike the Woolly 
Aphis, which fcicds on the wood and roots as a rule, but which 
in very bad attacks may spread also to the leaves and fruit. 
This latter insect is dealt with in the Board’s Leaflet No. 34. 
By far tlu^ greatest amount of harm is done by the Aphis 
malifoliev, but in some years and in certain localities the Green 
Apple Aphis (Aphis pomi) and the Oat Apple Aphis (Sipho- 
coryne avcnce) are of considerable importance. The life- 
histories of many Aphides are now well known. A definite 
annual migration may take place between two totally different 
host plants, as is seen in the case of the Hop Aphis (Phorodon 
humuli), which annually migrates from the hop, to winter on 
the sloe and damson, in the egg stage, and in the various 
' gall-forming ' Poplar Aphides (Thccabius affinis, etc.), which 
leave the poplars in summer and fly to such plants as 
Ranunculus, Gnaphalium, etc., and then back to winter on the 
poplars in the egg stage. 

On the other hand there are many kinds which apparently 
have erratic and local migratory habits. The Apple Aphides — 
Aphis malifolice, Aphis pomi, and the Woolly Aphis (Schizo- 
neura lanigera) come in this group, at least as far as the writer 
has been able to trace in this country. 

The more salient features of most destructive plant lice 
•on fruit are known, and as such alternate host plants as 
damsons, sloes, plantains, etc., cannot be exterminated, the 
matter is more of scientific than of practical importance. 

Damage Caused by Apple ApbHfee. — ^The damage occasioned 
by the three species of apple pests mentioned below is mainly 
to the foliage and young wood, but also to some extent to the 
fruit, which they stunt and deform ; whilst one, the Oat Apple 
Aphis (Siphocoryne avence), may damage the blossom as well 
as the leaves ; and in some seasons similar damage is done by 
the Blue Bug or Rosy Apple Aphis (A, malijolice). The Green 
Apple Aphis (A, pomi) mainly attacks the young shoots, and 
so densely do the insects clustej on them that they check the 
growth. They do not, however, produce such distortion as is 
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caused by A. maUfoUa. The last-named, by means of the 
constant pimcturing of the leaves by its proboscis, causes these 
to curl up, and beneath this shelter the lice reproduce, in certain 
seasons, at a great rate. The foliage becomes smothered and 
poisoned by their honey-dew and other excretions and turns 
brown ; in some cases the lice produce, earlier in the year, 
yellow or rosy-red galled masses on the leaves. Later they may 
swarm on the leaf-stalks, shoots and fruitlets, and by their 
punctures deform them. The leaves may fall and only a few 
stunted and galled apples remain. The crop is now and then 
completely ruined by this pest and the trees have a serious set 
back for the next season and probably for a longer time. 

The Green Apple Aphis (A. pomi) may on occasions produce 
a certain amount of leaf-curl, but never to the same disastrous 
extent as is caused by A. malifolice. Moreover, it never occurs 
in such vast numbers. It mainly feeds upon the young top 
growths, and although producing but little deformed’growth, 
it nevertheless checks the health of the tree, especially when 
on young stock. 

The Oat Apple Aphis ( 5 . avenai) does little harm as a rule, 
except where it invades the blossom trusses, in which case the 
writer has very often seen appreciable damage done. It 
produces little or no leaf curling, appears earlier, and matures 
and flies away much sooner than the other two kinds. 

Appearance of the Species. — 

A. Alate or Winged Viviparous Females : — 

1. A. fnali/olice. — Cornicles black, rather long. 

Abdomen red and black. 

2. A. pomt . — Cornicles black, rather long. Abdomen 

green with black lateral spots. 

3. S. avena . — Cornicles pale brown to green, rather 

short, constricted at base and apex. Abdomen 
green, with black lateral spots. 

B. Apterous or Wingless Viviparous Females : — 

1. A. malifoliee. — ^Blue-black, slatey-grey or pink. 

Cornicles long, black ; fat, rounded and more or 
less mealy. 

2. A. pomi . — Green ; not mealy. Cornicles long and 

black. 

3. S. averuB. — Green, not mealy. Cornicles rather 

^ort, constricted at base and apex, brown and 
green. 

F 
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c. Oviparous Females ; all Apterous ; — 

1. A. malifolicB. — Yellow, lemon yellow, dull greenish 

yellow or grey ; head dark. Cornicles pale 
yellow to dusky yellow, darker at tips. 

2. A. pomi . — Green to dull yellow; head darkened, 

cornicles black ; cauda black. 

3. S. avena. — Green, dull green, greenish-yellow or 

yellow ; head brownish. Cornicles short, brown 
to black ; constricted at base and apex ; cauda, 
dusky brown. 

0 . xMalls : — 

1. A. tnalifolies. — Winged. Abdomen, dull reddish 

and deep blackish-brown to brown. 

2. A. pomi. — Apterous. Dull greenish-yellow, green 

or yellowish-brown. 

3. S. avena. — Winged. Abdomen black and dull 

green, with dark lateral spots. 

Liffe-Hlstorlm. — ^The Blue Bug or Rosy Apple Aphis {A. tnali- 
folia) passes the winter on apples and pears in the egg stage. 
The small, shiny, black eggs are laid singly, and are at first 
pale ; they hatch out during early April. The young at first live 
freely on the tops of the bursting buds and therf enter them. 
As the young mature into what are spoken of as " Mother 
Queens,” the leaves may either curl up and protect them; 
or the insects may remain for a short time fully exposed. 
These females soon produce living young with great rapidity 
in some seasons, and the progeny of these as they grow cause 
the leaf to curl up and enclose them and their parents. Owing 
to the constant sucking of the aphides and their excrement, 
the leaves become scorched, and sometimes fall off. As the 
insects increase in numbers they pass to the shoots and stop 
the growth of the intemodes, and deform them, a marked 
stubby” appearance being produced, even on fairly old 
trees. 

In June and July these apterous viviparous females give rise 
to a winged generation of insects, which often occur in dense 
masses on the branches and stems, and are sluggish in habits. 
When very abundant they swarm ?ill over the tree ; when less 
plentiful they seem to collect under the branches. Previous to 
the alatae appearing, the apterae also seem to wander about in a 
restless manner and many are caught in old grease-bands. 
Most of the winged dolphins die, but others undoubtedly fly 
away in July. Where these latter fly to in this country has 
not yet been traced. In America and Canada they are said 
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to fly to the plantains {Plantago spp.). None have yet been 
found on the plantains in this country, either above or below 
ground. The writer has carefully noted some thousands of 
these plants, pulled during the past season for rabbit food, and 
no trace of A, malifolicB has been seen in a district where this 
species is very prevalent. Moreover, the writer has com- 
pletely failed to get alatae of malifolicB to reproduce on 
Plantago. On the other hand they have done so on the 
Guelder Rose [Viburnum opulus). The only plant louse found 
commonly on plantains in Britain is the green^ Aphis plan- 
taginis of Kaltenbach, so often seen on the roots, leaves and 
flowers stalks ; it is a species of very similar structural form 
but is undoubtedly distinct. The writer has failed repeatedly 
to cultivate this sj)ecies on the apple. It is a well-known ant 
“ attended species. 

Alate females of malifolicB commence to return to the apples 
late in September, but the majority do so in October and 
even on into November. These returning migrants produce 
the apterous egg-laying females and, so far as the writer has 
traced, some alate males ; but some of the latter appear later, 
and it is probably normal that the alate males fly back 
from some host plant to the apples, at about which time the 
oviparous females are mature. On two occasions the writer 
has found this insect on the apple trees right through the 
year. 

The Green Apple Aphis [Aphis pomi), which mainly lives on 
the top shoots and is found also densely packed beneath the 
leaves or in scattered groups, may curl the foliage, but never 
to the same extent as does the Blue Bug. Like the latter it 
winters in the egg stage on the apple and spends its whole 
life normally on the apple and pear. The writer, however, has 
recently found it in several localities on thistles [Carduus), 
both as alatae and apterae. In two instances, alatae taken from 
the apple have produced large colonies when transferred to 
species of Carduus which had been covered with muslin. 
This is what may be called an erratic migration." It may be 
necessary for the continuity of the species, yet it is nevertheless 
very unusual ; just as the migration of the Woolly Aphis to the 
elm appears to be in this and some other countries. In any 
case, the aphis returns to the apple and pear in autumn, and the 
eggs laid on them hatch out from mid April to early May. 
It increases very slowly at first, but later in June and July 
it frequently does so very rapidly, especially on young stock. 
Winged females may be found from the end of June to well 
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into August, and these migrate to other apple and pear trees, 
and, it seems, sometimes to thistles. Undoubtedly this species 
occurs normally all the year on the apple and pear, both in 
Great Britain and America, In October the sexual forms 
appear ; the males, unlike those of the other two species dealt 
with here, are wingless. The oviparous females, when 
pregnant, swarm on to the shoots and deposit their eggs. 
The ova are pallid at first, but soon become shiny black ; they 
are laid in masses all over the young wood. 

The Oat-.^ple Aphis {Siphocoryne avetue) also passes the 
winter on the apple in the egg stage, and sometimes on the 
pear. The eggs, which are mostly laid singly, hatch out in 
April, and the young are to be found on the first leaves. The 
wingless females coming from the larvae continue to increase 
throughout May and by the end of the month alate females 
appear and fly off until mid- June to com, especially to cul- 
tivated and wild oats, but also to barley, wheat and grasses. 
By October, the corn feeders give rise to winged females, which 
fly back to the apple and pear and produce young, which become 
egg-laying females and later on alate males return and fertilise 
them. The pregnant females then lay eggs on the trees, often 
as late as November. 

Prewntion and Treatment — The matter of prevention is 
very difficult, if not impossible, for the various host-plants 
of the Aphides cannot be removed. This may be specially 
noticed in the case of Aphis mali/oUie and Siphocoryne avma, 
for it cannot be hoped to destroy all the coimtless plantains or 
whatever other plants they attack, and certainly not the 
cereals and wild grasses. 

Reliance must consequently be placed on treatment. This 
may be carried out by (i.) timely spraying, or (ii.) dusting or 
dry-spraying the attacked trees. If either of these methods 
be adopted in the autumn, so as to kill the exposed oviparous 
females and thus prevent e^-laying, it may prove a pre- 
ventive in the true sense, for there can be no blight in the 
following year. The treatment, or Rdiat may be called the 
preventive treatment in the autumn, must be very thorough, as 
a few apterous egg-la3dng females left may deposit eggs, and 
in the spring the young from them may produce a vast 
progMiy. 

Any spray used against these pests must be apfdied heavily, 
really as a " wash," and not a fine mist. The spray should be 
applied, when possible, after radn. If rain comes after the 
spraying, so much the better, as the moisture carries the wa^ 
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into all curled leaves and crevices. On the other hand a 
powder or dust-spray ^ould be applied in dry weather. 

In the case of the leaf-curling Apple Aphis {A. malifolia) it 
is almost useless to spray when the leaf-curling has definitely 
started, as even with such very penetrative washes'as nicotine 
and p}nidine a large number of the insects are not touched and 
subsequent swarms may occur. Unless spraying for the 
"Blue Bug” is done when the insects are quite young, that is, 
before the so-called “ Mother Queens ” have started to curl the 
young leaves, it is doubtful if spring spra}dng is worth the cost. 

With the more open-feeding species, such as Aphis pomi and 
Siphocoryne avenee it is very different, for any good aphis wash 
will kill them readily. Unfortunately they are not the most 
pernicious forms. It seems to the writer, from various ex- 
periments carried out during the last 15 years, that autumnal 
spraying is of special value in this particular case. Spraying 
to kill the egg-la5dng forms of all three species, which might 
be called quasi-prevention, appears to be the most satis- 
factory method of control. 'N^en the apples and pears are 
harvested, fruit growers are not anxious to spray again, but 
the writer feels convinced that if they wish to do away with 
the often serious damage caused by the leaf-curling aphis, they 
should do so. 

Another method of prevention has been found most satis- 
factory for the “ Blue Bug,” namely sprapng with lime and 
salt. This should be done when the buds are swelling and 
just beginning to burst. The young hatched aphides are 
killed, and many that may hatch later are prevented from 
entering the opening buds. Some authorities advise lime 
wash alone, but the writer has found that even a small quantity 
of salt has a most beneficient effect. The wash is made of — 

I to I J cwt. of lime. 

5 lb. of salt. 

100 gal. of water. 

The lime has to be slowly slaked, and run through coarse 
sacking into the water in which the salt has been dissolved. 
With suitable sprayers this thick wash can be put on with 
ease, but readily-cleaned nozzles should be used. The best 
white lime, and as pure as possible, must be obtained. This 
also undoubtedly checks attacks of Apple Sucker, cleans the 
trees, and the materials are washed off into the soil and 
greatly improve the health of the trees. 

For killing most young aphides in spring soft soap and water 
alone are suffident if the fluid is applied heavily, just after 
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the buds have burst. The most successful results obtained 
have been with lo lb. of soft soap to loo gal. of soft water. 

If the treatment is left until the leaves are well opening 
out then nicotine at the rate of 8 oz. to loo gal. of soft soap 
wash should be added. Pyridine has been found effectual if 
used at a greater strength, namely 40 oz., and as it is much 
cheaper than nicotine it may be recommended. Its penetrative 
power into curled leaves, however, does not seem to the writer 
to be as great as nicotine. Pyridine as an aphis killer is 
certainly of great value as a substitute. As it is the curling 
of the leaves that make aphides so difficult to deal with even 
with nicotine or pyridine, we have to look for other treatment. 
Hence it is in autumn, when aU three species return to the 
apples and pears and do not curl up the leaves, that it seems 
they should be attacked. The aphides are then freely exposed, 
and at that time a more potent and normally cheaper insecti- 
cide may be safely used, namely, paraffin emulsion. Any 
possible damage to the foliage wiU not matter and, moreov(;r, 
a heavy washing may be given and the drippings will fall on 
the defoliated matter and kill a large percentage of the egg- 
laying females that may have fallen with the leaves. Thus 
the possibility of a spring brood, in any case a large spring 
brood, is negatived. If this cannot be done, then lime 
spraying should be employed in early spring. 

One other point in connection with the " Blue Bug ” is 
worthy of comment, namely the part ants play in distri- 
bution. The writer has time and again watched ants, which 
attend the plant lice for their rich excretions, carry the aphides 
off, not only from leaf to leaf, but from tree to tree. There is 
no doubt whatever that ants play a very prominent part in 
the dispersal of the “ Blue Bug ” over a plantation. Con- 
sequently all possible steps must be taken to eradicate ant 
nests. This may be done by digging in naphthalene or pouring 
boiling water into holes made in the nests. 

Natural Enamias. — Aphides have several natural enemies. 
None appears to control them, however, until they have done 
the harm. These natural enemies are (i.) parasitic insects, (ii.) 
predaceous insects, and (iii.) fungoid enemies. The parasitic 
enemies are small hymenopterous insects, called Chalcid Flies ; 
the predaceous are Lady Bird Beetles and their larvae or Coc- 
cineUida ; the Aphis Lions or larvae of the Lace Wing Flies 
(Chrysopidte) ■; the Slug or Leech-hke larvae of the Hover 
Flies {Syrphida ) ; and the maggots of certain Gall Midges 
{Cecidomyida). The latter seem to be most abundant in 
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North Britain. None of these, however, appt'.ars to bo of any 
practical help on a large scale, and no reliance can be placed 
on them as a means of checking " Aphis Blights.” 

The fungoid enemies, of which there are many, also appear 
too late to stop an epidemic, and when they attack late 
colonies, that is after all the damage has been done, a few 
Plant Lice escape, enough to produce, under favourable circum- 
stances, a blight in the following season, with which the 
fruit grower has to contend. 


POTATO-SPRAYING EXPERIMENTS AT 
WYE COLLEGE FRUIT EXPERIMENT 
STATION, EAST MALLING, KENT. 

E. S. Salmon and H. Wormald, 

Research Department, South-Eastern Agricultural College, Wye, Kent, 

While it is the almost invariable practice of the present-day 
farmer to spray the main crop varieties of potatoes to protect 
them from “ blight,” the practice of spra3dng second-early 
varieties, such as “ British Queen,” is by no means general. 
Yet in many seasons it is a common sight to see such early 
varieties struck down by " blight ” before the haulm has 
ripened off. 

A series of field experiments in which plots of " British Queen ' 
were sprayed either once or twice with Bordeaux or Burgundy 
mixture was carried out during 1918, in order to obtain definite 
data as to the value of spraying such a variety. A small grant 
was obtained from the Food Production Department of the 
Board of Agriculture for the purpose. 

The somewhat paradoxical conclusion was established that 
under certain seasonal conditions spraying a second-early crop 
once may result in a dead loss, while spraying twice under the 
same conditions will result in a very substantial increase of 
the crop of sound tubers. 

Wan of tho Exporimento. — ^The variety of potato used for the 
spraying experiments was ” British Queen ” (Scotch seed). 
The field wag divided into 20 plots, each of which contained 
18 rows of potatoes and was 0-39 acre in area. The distance 
between the rows was 2 ft. 6 in. and between the sets, i ft. 2 ins. 
The seed, which was not sprouted, was planted on 9th to i8th 
April, at the rate of about 16 cwt. to the acre. The whole 
field was uniform as rfegards previous cropping, cultivation and 
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manuriog. Twenty-five tons of London dung per acre were 
applied in February, 1918, previous to being ploughed in with 
the wheat stubble ; and 4 cwt. superphosphate (30 per cent.) and 
f cwt. sulphate of ammonia per acre were sown up the drills 
at time of planting. 

The experiments consisted of spraying with Bordeaux and 
Burgundy mixtures of two strengths, as described bdow, 
and of contrasting the effect of one application with two 
applications. Thus there was a set of eight different treat- 
ments ; these were duplicated, so that sixteen plots were used, 
while four unsprayed plots served as controls, the latter being 
so placed that a control plot adjoined one plot used in each of 
the eight treatments (see plan on p, 74). 

Mixtures Used and their Method of Preparation. — ^The mixtures 
used for spraying were Bordeaux mixture and Burgundy 
mixture, each at two strengths, viz., (i) containing i per cent, 
copper sulphate, and (2) containing 1-4 per cent, copper 
sulphate. 

Stock solutions of copper sulphate and of washing soda, at 
the rate of 2 lb. to i gal. of water, and “ milk of lime ” at the 
rate of i lb. of quicklime to the gallon, were prepared as follows : 

The stock solutions were made in barrels to hold 20 or 40 
gal., the barrels having been carefully measured and marked 
at the 20-gal. or 40-gal. level. To make 20 gal. of the copper 
sulphate stock solution 40 lb. of copper sulphate were 
weighed out and placed in a barrel to which water was 
then added until the 20-gal. mark was reached ; after a few 
stirrings at intervals the copper sulphate was dissolved. The 
soda” stock solution was similarly prepared. To make 20 gaL 
“ milk of lime,” 20 lb. of freshly-burnt quicklime were placed 
in a barrel and a few gallons of water gradually added until 
the lumps broke down to form a thick, creamy paste ; more 
water was then added until the 20-gal. mark was reached. 
This milk of lime was well stirred each time immediately 
before use. 

The Burgundy mixtures were made up in large wooden tubs 
and the Bordeaux mixtures in galvanised iron tanks. They 
were prepared in the following maimer : — 

I per cent. Burgundy mixture. Formula . — 

Copper sulphate . . . . , . 10 lb. 

Washing soda 12^ lb. 

Water 100 gal. 

88f gal. of water were placed in the tub, 5 gal. of copper sulphate 
stock solution were added, and then 6 ^ gaL of soda stock solution 
vren added gradually and wdl stirred in. 
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I *4 per cent. Burgundy mixture. Formula , — 

Copper sulphate . . . . 14 lb. 

Washing soda . . . . . . 1 7 J lb. 

Water . . . . . . . . loo gal. 

This was prepared similarly in the following proportions : — 

84 J gal water ; 7 gal. copper sulphate stock solution ; 8f gal. 
soda stock solution. 

Both these Burgundy mixtures, as soon as made, were found to 
satisfy a test with blue litmus paper. No scorching " occurred 
to the foliage on any of the plots sprayed with these mixtures. 

I per cent. Bordeaux mixture. Formula . — 

Copper sulphate . . . . . . 10 lb. 

Quicklime . . . . . . . . 6 lb. 

Water . . . . . . . . 100 gal. 

89 gal. of water were placed in the tank, 6 gal. of “ milk of lime ” 
were added, and then 5 gal. of copper sulphate solution were 
poured into the centre and the mixture stirred. 

I *4 per cent. Bordeaux mixture. Formula . — 

Copper sulphate . . . . . . 14 lb. 

Quicklime . . . . . . . . 9 lb. 

Water . . . . . . . . 100 gal. 

This was prepared similarly in the following proportions : — 

84 gal. of water ; 9 gal. of milk of lime ; 7 gal. of copper 
sulphate stock solution. 

Method of Applloatlon of Mixturea. — AH the mixtures were 
applied with Weeks’s Horse Potato Sprayer. This machine 
distributed the mixtures in a fine, misty spray over the under 
and upper surfaces of the leaves at the uniform rate of 165 
gal. to the acre. With many horse machines it is not possible 
to apply this quantity per acre, and it should be remembered 
that with an average amount of haulm, at least 150 gal. are 
required to spray one acre thoroughly. 

The dates of the sprayings were ist July for the Burgundy 
mixtures, 2nd July for the Bordeaux mixtures (first applica- 
tions) and 19th July for the second application of both 
mixtures. 

The weather conditions on these dates and subsequently 
were as follows ; — 

July I. — ^Very hot sunshine ; cloudless sky. 

July 2. — Occasional sunshine ; sky overcast ; cool wind. 

July 3~ii. — ^Hot and dry. 

July 12-18. — Showery weather. 

July 19. — ^Fine, showers at intervals. 

July 20, — ^Heavy rain and storm. 

July 21-27. — Showery; hot. 

July^S^August 8. — Showery ; hot and muggy. 

Aug. 9--24. — ^Hot and dry. 

Weather during September and October showery, and potatoes 
very wet when lifted during the middle of October to the middle 
of November. 
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The application of the various mixtures and the weighing 
of the crop of the different plots were carried out by Messrs. 
J. Amos and A. W. Witt, of the East Malhng Fruit Station, 
whose help the writers wish to acknowledge. 



Fig. I. — of the Experiments. Each plot was 0*39 acres 111 area. 
Mixture. 

a, /, 1*0 poi cent. Bordeaux . . i application. 

h, k, I 'o ,, Burgundy . r 

y, 5, 1 4 ,, Bordeaux . . i 

If t, 1*4 ,, Burgundy . . 1 

(I, o, i*c» ,, Bordeaux . . 2 applicalions, 

e, n, I'o Burgundy . . 2 ,, 

g, p, Bordeaux . . 2 

f, q, 14 ,, Burgundy . 2 

c, A. w/, r. ( ciitrol plots (unsprayed j. 

Observations on tfis Oprayscl and Control Plots. — 

Plot. Date of Observation, 24th August. 

A. — Slight to fair amount of blight on foliage ; crop beginning to 

ripen off. 

B. — Fair amount of blight on foliage. 

C. — ^Haulm practically all blighted. 

B. — ^Aboi^ihe same as A, or perhaps a little less blight. 

P* I A little less blight than in A. 

G. — ^Decidedly the best of these plots, practically no blight on 

haulm. 

H. — ^Ilaulm very badly blighted, sometimes brown and dead ; 

sometimes brown with some green growth at tips. 

I. — Blight general on tips of leaves ; somewhat similar to A. 

J. ~Less blight than in I, i.e., not so general. 

K. — Same as I. 

L. — Somewhat variable, but on the whole like I. 

M. — Similar to C, practically no green haulm present. 

N. — Blight present to only slight extent. 

O. — ) More haulm than in other plots, and practically no blight ; 

P. — ) the best plot or equal to best. 

Q. — Some blight on foliage, but not much. 

R. — ^Haulm nearly all destroyed by blight ; here and there some 

green growth still visible. 

S. — Slight amount of blight on tips of leaves, approaching the best 

plots. 

T. — ^Not quite so healthy as S. 





Horse Potato Spraver at work on one of the plots. 
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Yield of Plote end Roewite of Spraying'. — ^Table I. gives the actual 
yield, as weighed in the field when the crop was lifted, of the 
4 middle rows of each plot, and also the weights of the ware 
and of the blighted tubers and the percentage of each in the 
total crop. 

It will be seen that the pei'centage of blighted tubers is least 
in the control plots ; this is to be explained by the fact that 

Table I. 


Mixture. 

Plot. 

Total 

Crop. 

Ware. 

Ware. 

Blighted 

Tubers. 

Blighted 

Tubers. 



cwt. lb. 

cwt. lb. 

per cent 

cwt. lb. 

per cent. 

1% Bordeaux once 

A 

i8 

o 

14 

80 

820 

0 

66 

3*1 

I % Burgundy once 

B 


77 

14 

33 

7t>-5 

0 

83 

4-0 

Control . , 

I % Bordeaux 

C 

i8 

bo 

13 


71 -2 

0 

14 

07 

twice . . 

I % Burgundy 

D 

22 

ro9 

15 


67-2 

0 

48 

I -9 

twice . . 

E 

21 

88 

14 

7 A 

by -3 

0 

22 

0-9 

1*4% Burgund) 







twice . . 

F 

21 

72 

14 

b5 

67*4 

0 

46 

1*9 

I *4% Bordeaux 








twice . . 

G 

21 

49 

15 

61 

72-5 

0 

57 

2-4 

Control . . 

I *4% Burgundy 

H 

20 

92 

13 

77 

f>57 

0 

10 

0-4 

once . . 

I 

20 

io8 

15 

86 

75*2 

0 

51 

2-2 

I *4% Bordeaux 








once . . 

J 

20 

8() 

1.5 

88 

76-0 

0 

28 

I -2 

I % Bui gundy 







once . . 

K 

19 

70 

IT 

9 

5^’ -5 

2 

85 

14-1 

I % Bordeaux once 

L 

19 

19 

12 

89 

007 

I 

8 

5-^> 

Control . . 

I % Burgundy 

M 

17 

15 

II 

0 

64-2 

0 

18 

0-9 

twice . . 

I % Bordeaux 

N 

20 

15 

M 

10 

70 0 

I 

0 

5'0 

twice . . 

I *4% Bordeaux 

O 

22 

24 

15 

34 

08*9 

I 

14 

5*1 

twice . . 

I *4 % Burgundy 

P 

21 

23 

15 

29 

72 0 

0 

102 

4*3 

twice . . 

Q 

l6 

25 

12 

i8 

75 '^ 

0 

5h 

3‘i 

Control . . 

I *4 % Bordeaux 

R 

i8 

50 

13 

I 

70*6 

0 

50 

2*4 

once . . 

S 

i8 

67 

12 

21 

65-5 

I 

10 

5*9 

I -4 % Burgundy 


i8 







once . . 

T 

8 

12 

75 

70*1 

0 

100 

4-9 


the haulm in these plots ripened off before the blight was able 
to attack the tubers to any extent. 

The results of spraying as shown by the increased yield or 
otherwise of sound tubers can be ascertained if the yield of the 
sprayed plot be compared with its nearest control plot (sec 
plan). The highest increase is found in the plots sprayed 
twice with i per cent. Bordeaux mixture. The crop of sound 
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tubers of the 4 middle rows of Plot D was 22 cwt. 61 lb., as 
compared with 18 cwt. 46 lb. for that of the control plot C — 
an increase of 4 cwt. 15 lb. The similar increase of Plot O 
over the control Plot M was 4 cwt, 13 lb. This gives an increase 
of 8 cwt. 28 lb. for the 8 rows, or 2 tons 7 cwt. 49 lb. to the 
acre, since there were 46 rows to the acre. 

Similar results were obtained with the Plots E and N sprayed 
twice with i per cent. Burgundy mixture ; here there was an 
increase on an acreage basis of i ton 10 cwt. 78 lb. over the 
control Plots C and M. 

The beneficial results of these sprayings are to be attributed 
to the action of the mixtures in lengthening the period of growth 
(i.e., in delaying the natural ripening-off), and at the same time 
protecting the haulm from attacks of the blight. 

In the case of the plots sprayed once with i per cent. 
Burgundy mixture, 1-4 per cent. Burgundy mixture, or 1-4 
per cent. Bordeaux mixture, there was a decrease in the 5rield 
of sound tubers, the figures on an acreage basis being as 
follows : I per cent. Burgundy mixture, 3 J cwt. ; 1 -4 per 
cent. Burgundy mixture, 6 cwt. ; i -4 per cent. Bordeaux 
mixture, 4 cwt. This loss may be attributed to the fact that 
the single spraying delayed the natural ripening off and was 
not sufficient to protect the fresh growth when the attacks 
of the blight came. 

In all the above cases the duplicate plots agreed in giving 
plus or minus results ; in the two remaining cases this agree- 
ment was not found. Of the duplicate plots sprayed once with 
I per cent. Bordeaux mixture, Plot A ^owed (for the 4 middle 
rows) a decreased 5neld of sound tubers of i cwt., compared 
with that of the control plot C ; while Plot L showed an 
increase of i cwt. 14 lb. over the control Plot M. In the other 
case, of the duplicate plots sprayed twice with 1-4 per cent. 
Burgundy mixture. Plot F showed an increase of 56 lb. over 
the control Plot H, while Plot Q showed a decrease of 2 cwt. 
31 lb. compared with the control Plot R. No conclusions can, 
therefore, be safely drawn from these two cases. 

Table II. summarises the results of aU the spra3dng trials, the 
figures given being the increase or decrease per acre of the 
crop of sound tubers as compared with the crop of the respec- 
tive control plots. 

It is obvious that the value of spra3dng cannot be decided 
from the results of one particular season, but from those of a 
succession of seasons. 
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Table II. 



— 


Increase. 

Decrease. 




cwt. 

cwt. 

I per cent. Bordeaux mixture, applied once* 

— 

— 

I >> 

I » 

Burgundy 
Bordeaux „ 

»» • • 

„ twice 

47i 

3i 

Z tt 

Burgundy 


30 1 

— 

1*4 »• 

Bordeaux 

„ once 

— 

4 

1*4 .. 

Burgundy 

,, twice 

— 

6 

1*4 »» 

Bordeaux „ 

Mi 

— 

1-4 M 

Burgundy 

* 

it f* • • 




• In this case contradictory results were given by the duplicate plots, and 
they are therefore not included in this Table. 


Summary. — I. Under certain seasonal conditions one applica- 
tion of Bordeaux or Burgundy mixture to a second-early variety 
of potatoes may result in loss, owing to the spraying lengthening 
the f>eriod of ripening while not protecting the crop from 
attacks of blight. 

2. Under the same seasonal conditions as referred to above, 
two spra3dngs with either Bordeaux or Burgundy mixture 
resulted in an increase of 2| tons and i J tons, respectively, of 
sound tubers to the acre. 


THE WORK OF THE MINISTRY OF 
RECONSTRUCTION IN THE 
DEVELOPMENT OF AGRICULTURE. 

A BRIEF account of some of the steps which have been taken 
with a view to improving the agriculture of this country is 
given in the Report on the work of the Ministry of Reconstruc- 
tion for the period ended ‘sist December, 1918 (Cd. 9231, 19 i 9 )» 
recently issued. The Ministry was constituted in 1917, the 
duties of the Minister being to consider and advise upon the 
problems arising from the War, and make such recommendations 
and prepare such schemes as he thinks fit. Various committees 
were appointed to consider particular questions, and the 
Report is in the main a statement of the action which has been 
taken as the result of recommendations made by these 
committees. 

The work of the Ministry in regard to agriculture is dealt with 
by a Rural Devdopment Branch, which it is stated deals with 
the aspects reconstruction questions specifically affecting 
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the rural areas of the United Kingdom and the development of 
its resources in land and agriculture. The Report remarks 
that it is one of the main general problems of reconstruction 
to secure a readjustment of the population between urban and 
rural areas, in the interests of improved health and develop- 
ment of the natural resources of the United Kingdom ; and this 
problem requires to be studied comprehensively with a view 
to the co-ordination of general reconstruction policy to this 
end. The Branch has been co-operating closely throughout 
with the Board of Agriculture and other Departments concerned 
,In certain directions, however, it has been able not only to co- 
ordinate proposals from other Departments into a reasoned 
policy of rural development, but also to contribute constructive 
work on points not otherwise provided for departmentally. 

The following account of the measures which have been taken 
in the reconstruction of agriculture is taken from the Report : — 
AfiTiioultural Policy Committee. — ^I'he First Part of the Report* 
of the Agricultural Policy Committee (under the chairmanship 
of Lord Selborne) had been submitted to the Prime Minister 
on 30th January, 1917, and dealt with the problem of rendering 
the United Kingdom self-supporting in the matter of food 
supply so far as is economically possible. Upon the basis of 
this Report the Corn Production Act, 1917, was passed as an 
emergency measure, providing for guaranteed minimum prices 
of corn, the fixing of minimum wages through the establishment 
of Wages Boards, and certain measures for State control of 
agricultural operations in the interests of increased production. 
Special attention has beea given to the question of a suitable 
machinery for the administration of any permanent policy, 
on the assumption that the State may continue to exercise 
some measure of supervision over the operations necessary 
for increased production of the home food supply in the national 
interest. Memoranda have been submitted to the Board of 
Agriculture containing proposals ; — 

(а) For the reorganisation of the work of County Councils in view 
of the possible formation of “ County CouncD Agricultural 
Committees,” and for the co-ordination of the work of such 
Councils in so far as it directly af^ects agriculture ; and 

(б) for the creation of County Authorities ” directly responsible 
to the Board of Agriculture for carrying on such of the duties 
of the War Executive Committees as may necessarily have to 
be continued on a permanent footing, and such other executive 
duties as might more conveniently be discharged by an authority 
acting under the instructions of the Board, than by the County 
Council Agricultural Committees. 

* Cd. 8506, 1917. See this Journal, April, 1917, p. i. 
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TIm teoond Part of the Report of the AgriouKural Polioy Committoo. — 

This Report* was submitted on the 30th January, 1918. It 
■contained various proposals for the reorganisation of the 
Departments dealing with agriculture, with questions of 
agricultural instruction and research, with co-operation and 
organisation for the disposal of agricultural produce, agricultural 
credit, small holdings, village reconstruction, tithe redemp- 
tion, local taxation, amendments in the Agricultural Holdings 
Acts, land reclamation and drainage, plant pathology, the 
supply of artificial manures, weights and measures, and agri- 
cultural transport. Many of these specific schemes have 
been worked out by the Rural Development Branch in con- 
sultation with the Board of Agriculture, or proposals have been 
submitted to the Board of Agriculture for consideration. In 
other cases, memoranda have been prepared and further in- 
formation has been collected with a view to the formulation of 
definite proposals. 

Tiths Rad*mption. — The question of tithe redemption was 
dealt with in the Tithe Act, 1918, which was introduced by the 
Board of Agriculture after consultation with the Ministry of 
Reconstruction. Proposed amendments in the Small Holdings 
and Allotments Acts have also been the subject of full discussion 
-and interchange of memoranda between this Branch and the 
Board of Agriculture ; and as the result of a joint memorandum 
by the President of the Board of Agriculture and the Minister 
•of Reconstruction, the Government have introduced a Bill 
providing, inter alia, for facilitating the acquisition of land for 
small holdings by payment of annuities. 

Vlllags Reoonttruotion and Rural Industriaa. — On the general 
question of village reconstruction a large amount of material 
has been collected in this Branch and a general scheme pre- 
pared in outhne, covering such questions as the provision of 
village halls, recreation grounds and increased amenities of 
village life. A memorandum has been submitted to the 
Board of Agriculture, with a questionnaire to be addressed to 
local authorities, for the purpose of ascertaining what are 
the specific requirements of the different localities in this con- 
nection. The question of stimulating and developing rural 
industries has been made the subject of a full and detailed in- 
vestigation in various parts of the country by an officer sp>ecially 
attached to this Branch. The information thus collected has 
since been analysed with a view to the submission of concrete 
proposals. 

• Cd. 9079, 1918. See this Journal , July, 1918, p. 385. 
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Rum TruMport Lifiit Railways. — Various schemes for the 
development of rural transport facilities have been worked out 
in consultation with the other Departments concerned. In 
particular, attention has been devoted to the possibility of 
developing a comprehensive system of narrow-guage light 
railways in rural areas. In this connection advantage has been 
taken of the experience gained during the War in utilising 
narrow-guage railways in the zone of active operations. The 
possibility of taking advantage of the experience thus gained, 
and any surplus stores of equipment available at the end of the 
War for a general development of such light railwa}^ in rural 
areas, has been explored. Proposals have been submitted to 
the Board of Trade for the establishment of a central authority 
to deal with the matter, and obtaining the necessary powers 
and facilities for developing such schemes. 

Foruttry. — ^The Reportf of the Forestry Committee (under 
the chairmanship of Mr. F. D. Acland, M.P.) has resulted in an 
Interim Forestry Authority being set up under Mr. Acland, 
and a sum of £100,000 has been voted by Parliament for the 
commencement of immediate operations (including the train- 
ing of Forestry Officers, the collection of seeds and nursery 
stocks, and the making of preliminary surveys), in preparation 
for a comprehensive scheme for which legidative powers will 
be sought in due course. 

Uuid for Sailors* and Soldlora’ Settlements. — Immediately on 
the formation of the Ministry in August, 1917, special attention 
was devoted to the question of making adequate provision for 
the settlement of ex-service men on the land. The only special 
provision for this purpose at that date was under the Small 
Holdings (Colonies) Act, 1916, under which 8,000 acres could 
be made available for training and settlement (as an experi- 
mental measure) of service men in farming colonies on a co- 
operative basis. It was felt that arrangements should at once 
be made for a more comprehensive scheme to satisfy the re- 
quirements of ex-service men who might desire to be settled on 
the land. Various proposals for meeting such requirements by 
a general scheme for the acquisition of glebe lands and estates 
in the hands of colleges, charities and the like by the Board of 
Agriculture were considered ; but it was found that it would not 
be possible to make the necessary provision by such means 
within the time available. It was accordingly proposed, as the 
result of joint deliberations by the Ministry of Reconstruction 
and the Board of Agriculture in May, 1918, that power should 

t Cd. 888z, 1918. See this Journal^ February, Z918, p. 1251. 
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be immediately obtained for the acquisition (by compulsion if 
necessary) of large areas of land (as and where required) for the 
purposes of sailors’ and soldiers’ settlements, small holdings, 
forestry, reclamation and rural housing. It was recom- 
mended by the Ministry that action in this matter should be 
taken, so far as possible, through the ordinary machinery of the 
Coimty Councils, under the Small Holdings Acts, on the basis 
of an annual pa3Tnent guaranteed by the State. These pro- 
posals were referred to a Cabinet Committee, who approved 
them in principle, and a Small Holdings and Allotments Bill 
incorporating this principle was introduced into Parliament 
at the end of the last session. The sudden developments in 
the military situation made it necessary, however, to provide 
at once for the acquisition of the land necessary for sailors’ 
and soldiers’ settlements by cash payments, to avoid the 
delay incident to negotiations or compulsory proceedings 
likely to arise upon a basis of annual payment. Revised pro- 
posals have accordingly been prepared, and accepted by the* 
Government, for the immediate provision of a capital sum 
calculated to meet all requirements (both as regards land 
acquisition, equipment and training) for the settlement of 
ex-service men. 

Means for Attraotinar Returnlnar Sailors and Soldiers ts the Land. — 

Concurrently with the arrangements initiated (as described 
above) to obtain land for the settlement of ex-service men, 
steps were taken to consider suitable methods for making 
rural life attractive to such men. Section IV. of the Minister’s 
Advisory Cotmcil (under the chairmanship of Mr. Leslie Scott, 
K.C., M.P.,) were accordingly asked, in March, 1918, to report 
upon the following reference : — 

“ To consider the steps and conditions (apart from the provision 
of Farm and Small Holding Colonies) necessary to attract to employ- 
ment on the land all returning soldiers and sailors who may wish 
to take up country life ; and in particular to induce them to do so 
in sufficient numbers to secure the maximum output on the land." 

The Section, who in the course of their inquiry have sub- 
mitted various resolutions upon which interim action has been 
taken, submitted in December, 1918, their Final Report.* 
These recommendations embrace increased facilities for rural 
housing and acquisition of land for small holdings, etc., adequate 
provision for the training of officers and men desirous of taking 
up an agricultural life, improved organisation for agricultural 
trade purposes and general provision for increased amenities 
of village life. In particular they recommend (as an essential 


♦ Not yet published. 
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prerminary measure to any effective action for tlie general 
purpose in view) the immediate establishment of a Central 
Executive Committee, including representatives of the various 
Departments and organisations specially interested in the 
dift'ercnt asp(>cts of the general problem of settling ex-service 
men on the land and providing facilities for their training and 
allocation for such employment. The recommendations of the 
Committee have; been carefully considered by the Department. 

Rural Information Offices. — Section IV. of the Advisory 
Council were also ask('d, early in 1918, “ to consider a scheme 
drawn up by the Rural Development Branch for tJie establish- 
ment of Rural Information Offices to centralise at suitable 
places in each locality the provision of any information available 
from official sources that might be of interest or value to the 
local agricultural community/' The Section recommended, 
in February, that the scheme should be set in motion expert 
mentally by the Board of Agriculture at certain selected centres, 
and, after cons d( ‘ration of the Report* by the Minister of 
Reconstruction, recommendations were made to the Board of 
Agr culture accordingly. 

Economic Position of Women In Agrrlculture. — Arrangements have 
been made, in consultation with the Women's Employment 
Committee and Food Production Department, to pursue 
further certain questions relatives to the employment of women 
in agriculture through Sub-Committees of Section IV. of the 
Advisory Council of the Ministry of Reconstruction. To deal 
with this question as regards conditions obtaining in England 
and Wales, a Sub-Commiltee (under the chairmanship of Mrs. 
Roland Wilkins) has been appointed, with the following 
reference : — 

"To consider what economic part women can take in the 
development of agriculture, having particular regard to the 
Report presented by the Agricultural Policy Committee, and to 
recommend what steps should be taken to give practical 
effect to such conclusions as may be drawn." Arrangements 
have also been made, in consultation with the Women's Em- 
ployment Committee and the Scottish Office, to set up a similar 
Sub-Committee of Section IV. of the Advisory Council (under 
the chairmanship of Mrs. C. D. Douglas) to report upon the 
same matter relative to conditions obtaining in Scotland. 

General Queetlone of Land Reform. — ^The general question of 
the acquisition and valuation of land for public purposes in its 


Not published. 
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different aspects is being pursued by the Land Acquisition 
Committee. The question of registration of title has also 
been referred to a Sub-Committee of The Land Acquisition 
Committee. The Rural Development Branch have also con- 
sidered and prepared memoranda upon various proposals 
submitted to the Ministry of Reconstruction dealing with the 
question of the taxation of land values, nationalisation of 
land, and the like. 

MIsoellaneous. — The Minister of Reconstruction invited the 
County Councils of the United Kingdom to furnish information 
in regard to schemes in connection with rural n'construction 
that had come under their notice, and any information that they 
might desire to submit in regard to the particular nc^cds of their 
own localities. 

A representative Confennice of the agricultural industry was 
summoned to consider the que^stion of setting up an Interim 
Reconstruction Committee for Agriculture, and as a result 
a scheme is now in course of preparation. 


Spring Dressings may Still bo Used in certain Gases. — Owing to the 

coldness of the weather during most of March and the resulting 

backward conditions of tlu^ corn crops it 

Notes^on^anures spring dressings in 

r- r. certain cases where no manure was supplied 

From the Rothamsted . . 

Experimental Station. autumn, and whcTe the crop is 

beginning to show signs of suffering. At 
this stage, however, the cIiok'o of dressings is restricted to 
nitrates, though it is not very material which of the three is 
selected — whether nitrates of soda, nitrate of ammonia or 
nitrate of lime. All three are good, and nitrate of ammonia, 
though new to the farmer, is as quick in action as the others 
and is more concentrated, so that only half as much per acre 
is needed to produce the same effect. 

Fcrtillcera for Barley. — In many parts of the country tlie 
sowing of barley will be later than usual, so that there is some 
risk of delayed growth and ripening, which is always un- 
desirable where quality is desired. This effect can be counter- 
acted to some extent by drilling with the seed a mixture of 
2 cwt. of superphosphate and i cwt. of sulphate of ammonia 
per acre. The effect of the superphosphate is to give the young 
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plant an earlier start than wo\ild otherwise be possible, and to 
hasten the ripening process at the end of the period of active 
growth. The sulphate of ammonia also helps the plant to 
make an early start and to grow away without check, but it 
should not be used where the land has been folded. 

. On light lands there is sometimes an advantage in giving 
2 cwt. of salt instead of the i cwt. of sulphate of ammonia, 
especially where the barley is grown after roots which have been 
fed off. 

FertniMrt for Spring Oats. — Spring oats are liable to the attack 
of eelworms, but there is evidence that their power of resistance 
is increased when there is a liberal supply of potash in the soil. 
Unfortunately potassic fertilisers are still dear, but in many 
cases, especially where farmyard manure has been applied 
within the last two or three years, a dressing of 2 cwt. of salt 
causes an increase in the supply of available potash. Where 
spring oats must be grown, and the attack of eelworm is feared, 
this dressing of salt should not be omitted. 

FertlllMrs for Potatoes. — Provision must now be made for 
the supply of fertilisers for the potato and root crops if this has 
not already been done. 

It has repeatedly been shown that a small dressing of dung — 
10 tons to the acre — supplemented by artificials usually gives 
larger crops of better quality than larger dressings of dung. 

A suitable dressing is lo to 15 tons of dung at the time of 
planting in the north, but in winter, if possible, in the south 
and west, and supplemented by the following ; — 

I cwt. sulphate of ammonia, 4 cwt. superphosphate, i cwt. 
sulphate or muriate of potash ; or 1 1 cwt. sulphate of ammonia, 
4 cwt. superphosphate, i ^ cwt. sulphate or muriate of potash. 

Where no dung has been used the dressing of artificials must 
be increased. In these circumstances the Lancashire recom' 
mendation is 2J cwt. sulphate of ammonia, 6 cwt. super- 
phosphate, and 2 cwt. muriate of potash. In many districts, 
however, this dressing of superphosphate would be excessive ; 
probably in the Eastern Counties considerably less might be 
used. In North Wales, however, phosphates are very effective 
and can be liberally applied : possibly the nature of the soil 
and the high rainfall are important factors. 

There is no point in giving too much nitrogen or too much 
phosphate ; excess of nitrogen only produces excess of haxilm 
and may reduce quality, while excess of phosphate may hasten 
ripening and bring the growing season to an end. These points 
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are illustrated in the following experiments taken from the 
Devon Report : — 


Yield of Potatoes per Acre. 

Increasing Phosphate. Increasing Nitrogen. Increasing Potash. 

T. cwt. T. cwt. T. cwt. 

400 lb. super -f- sul- 256 lb. sulphate 192 lb. sulphate 

phate of ammonia of ammonia, -f- of potash, 

and sulphate of sulphate of superphosphate 

potash 8 8 potash ... 8 8 and sulphate of 

ammonia ... 8 8 

533 lb. super 4* sul- 341 lb. sulphate 256 lb. sulphate 

phate of ammonia of ammonia, -{> of potash, 4- 

and sulphate of superphos- superphosphate 

potash 7 13I phate and sul- and sulphate of 

phate of potash 7 iif ammonia ... 8 18 J 

In the Glasgow experiments a mixture of basic slag and 
superphosphate (3 cwt. of each) was better than superphosphate 
alone ; at Holmes Chapel steamed bone flour (3 cwt.) was 
better than either. In the Northumberland and Durham 
districts 2 cwt. of high grade basic slag is recommended in 
partial replacement of the superphosphate, and the following 
dressing is suggested : — 

10 to 12 tons dung. 2 cwt. basic slag. 

I cwt, sulphate of ammonia. 1 J cwt. superphosphate. 

In the North potatoes are usually planted in drills about 
30 in. apart. The drills are first opened with a double mould- 
board plough, and the dung is spread evenly in the bottom of 
these drills. On the top of the dung the artificial manures are 
applied, then the potatoes are planted, and the drills covered. 
It is advantageous to apply the basic slag by itself, as when 
this fertiliser is mixed with sulphate of ammonia and super- 
phosphate there is likely to be a loss of ammonia, and, further, 
the mixture does not distribute well. 

Where dung was applied the omission of potash did not prove 
serious in cool, moist districts, e.g., Lancashire, Wales, and 
Somerset, or in land in good condition in Herts. In these 
circumstances, therefore, the grower need not be over anxious 
if he cannot get potash, so long as he has dung ; he can use 
I to 2 cwt. of sulphate of ammonia and 4 cwt. of superphosphate, 
or 2 cwt. of bone meal, in addition to the dung. 

Where no dung was applied, and in the more forward districts 
on lighter soils, however, e.g., Herefordshire, Devon, Bedford, 
Wiltshire, potash has proved more necessary, and greater 
efforts must be made to secure it. 

On peaty soils the dressings of sulphate of ammonia can be 
reduced, and in the Fens it can be dispensed with altogether. 

On day Fen land the following has worked well : no d«ng. 
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up to 8 cvrt superphosphate ; on silty Fen lands — no dung, 
4 to 6 cwt. superphosphate, J cwt. sulphate of potash. 

On the whole, sulphate of ammonia and superphosphate have 
proved better than nitrate of soda and basic slag, both of which 
rather tend to set up alkaline conditions favourable to scab. 
IJme is to be avoided for the same reason. 

No grower should omit to spray the main crop varieties. 

Fertiliser* for Manerolds. — ^The mangold responds to liberal 
manuring, and in view of its extraordinary utility to the 
dairyman it should be well treated. 

In most cases this crop receives a good dressing of dung, but 
in addition it responds to nitrogenous fertilisers and salt. 
Phosphates arc only needed to give the young plants a start and 
to bring them quickly to the hoe. Suitable dressings are : — 
Up to 20 loads of dung. 

1 cwt. sulphate of ammonia, 2 to 4 cwt. superphosphate or 
basic slag, 4 cwt. kainit or 1 cwt. sulphate or muriate of potash, 
2 to 4 cwt. salt in the drills. 

1 ^ cv/t. nitrate of soda as a top dressing when the plants are 
hoed and singled. 

Slag proved better than superphosphate in the Northumber* 
land experiments on a light, sandy loam under relatively low 
rainfall. On the other hand, in the Midland Agricultural 
<'ollege experiments superphosphate proved the better: here 
also the soil was light and the season dry. The yields were : — 
Basal dressing -f superphosphate ... 35 tons cwt. 

„ „ + slag 27 „ 17I „ 

On black Fen soils, however, 6 cwt. superphosphate alone, 
without dung or other fertiliser, proves sufficient. 

Few farmers use salt as much as they might for mangolds, 

‘ and yet salt has been repeatedly shown to benefit them. Thus 
the following results have been obtained at Wobum : — 



f/w- 

No 

J cwt. 

2 cwt. 

4 cwt. 

6 cwt* 

Mean of four varielic.s, 

manured. Salt. 

Salt. 

Salt. 

Salt. 

Salt. 

tons per acre 

27-0 

30 0 

30 0 

34 *3 

34-6 

36 -3 


All plots except the unmanured received i cwt. nitrate of 
soda per acre. 

At the Harper Adams College the results for the three seasons 
1 913-15 were : — 

5 cwt. Salt 10 cwt. Salt . 

No Salt. after Sowing, after Sotting. 

27 i 35 i 36 tons per acre. 

All plots received farmyard manure, and, in addition, 2 cwt. 
of dissolved bones, J cwt. superphosphate and | cwt, sulphate 
of ammpnia per acre. 
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In the Cockle Park trials, 2 cwt. of salt increased the yield 
of mangolds by nearly 4 tons per acre on an average of 5 years. 

On light soils it may be advantageous to apply salt in top 
dressings even if some had already been given in drills. At the 
Midland Agricultural College a top dressing of i cwt. proved 
very effective, in spite of the fact that 3 cwt. has been applied 
in the drills at seed time : — 


Plot. 

Nitrogenous 

Top-dressing 


Yield per Acre. 

Increase from 


' 


Salt per Acre. 


per Acre. 

Wilbout Salt. 

With Salt. 



3 ons 

cwt. 

Tons cwt. 

Tons cwt. 

1 

2 

None 

Nitrate of soda. 

20 

oj 

31 J9i 

5 

3 

1 cwt. . . 

Nitrate of lime, 

29 

1 

17 

34 J9i 

5 

4 

I i cwt. . . 

Granular nitrolim. 


(>| 

34 4i 

4 


I cwt. . . 

1 20 

1 

18I 

M 14 

3 I5i 


Liquid Manure on Youngr Seeds. — Where dairy farmers have 
arrangements for collecting liquid manure they may with great 
advantage put it on the young seeds at this stage of growth. 
A suitable dressing is 1,500 gal. per acre, and it has been 
found that one man, one horse and one boy can do about four- 
fifths of an acre per day. The function of the boy is to walk 
behind and see that the liquid is discharging properly, and if 
there is a stoppage to clear it away. Before pumping begins 
it is desirable to stir up the liquid so as to bring as much as 
possible of the sediment into the cart, and thus save the very 
dirty work of clearing out the tank with buckets. ■ 


The considerable and sudden fall in the price of eggs makes 
the question of economy of feeding for egg production one of 
of paramount importance, fortunately 
the range of feeding stuffs obtainable is 
now considerably increased, and conditions 
are approaching more nearly to the normal 
in the matter of supplies. 

Maize and maize meal are the foods 
that are most difficult to obtain, though the poultry grain 
mixtures contain* only a small proportion of the former. 
Examination of the feeding records of a poultry flock kept inten- 
sively for egg production shows that in previous years whe* 
maize meal was obtainable it comprised over one-tenth part 
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by weight of the mash feed, while the present feeding records 
show that none has been fed, although the cold season, when 
this ingredient of the mash is most valuable, has been a 
prolonged one. 

The following quantities, extracted from the recent feeding 
records of a flock of 700 birds kept exclusively for egg pro- 
duction, are given as an indication of their requirements per 
month of 28 days. 

Grain (consisting of feed wheat, oats, and maize), 2,583 lb. ; 
bran, 250 lb. ; fish meal 405 lb. ; clover meal, 158 lb. ; ground oats, 
405 lb. ; sharps, 450 lb. ; compound meal, 555 lb. Total meals 
given as a wet mash 2,223 lb. 

The satisfactory result to be obtained from the constant 
and frequent change in the ration, which is now made possible 
by increasing supplies, is illustrated by the food cost per dozen 
eggs in a flock so managed. This cost, for an early period of 
the present year, amounted to 2s. 6 d. per dozen. The recent 
fall in the price of eggs to the consumer to approximately this 
figure in the country markets — ^though scasond egg yields will 
have increased somewhat since this figure was taken out — 
emphasises the need for economical feeding and for taking 
advantage of the wider choice of materials now on offer. The 
only noteworthy shortage is of some imported products chiefly 
of value for the oil they contain, as is the case with maize and 
maize meal instanced above. A similar reason may be assigned 
for the presence on the market of many unsatisfactory small 
grain mixtures largely used by the poultry rearer for chick 
feeding. Examinations of samples recently obtained show 
entire absence of linseed, crushed hempseed, and most of the 
products usually of tropical or sub-tropical origin that are 
particularly valuable on account of their heat-giving properties. 
An increased proportion of ordinary cereal grains in such mix- 
tures cAnnot be expected to supply this deficiency, and it is 
quite conceivable that the use of such mixtures, particularly 
if the cereals are of damaged or second-rate quality, will react 
unfavourably upon the percentage of early broods reared. 

Large quantities of weed seeds are also present in many 
samples of chick feeds nowon sale, and such should be regarded 
with suspicion. A report of recent work at the Harper Adams 
College on the use of castor bean meal for poultry indicates 
the extent of the risk in using untried foods for adult birds, 
and shows that the need for the rigid exclusion of foreign 
material from the dietary of the young stock is a matter of at 
least equal importance. 
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Great losses are caused annually amongst fowls by out- 
breaks of roup. It is well known that perfectly healthy 
flocks are often infected by the introduc- 
tion of purchased birds. The purchaser 

Amo^st POTiltry. however, little hope of proving the 
responsibility of the vendor for introducing 
the disease in making a claim for compensation, and a warning 
to the unwary to protect themselves as far as possible by 
purchasing only on approval, and by careful examination of 
the birds upon arrival, requires constant rej^etition. 

IwiRtlon. — ^The isolation of purchased birds must not be 
neglected, even after careful examination has given no cause 
for suspecting the presence of disease. Clean, dry surround- 
ings should be given, free from draught, and the isolated fowls 
should be afforded room for exercise. Too often the conditions 
are unsuitable for birds fresh from a railway journey. A coop 
on the ground is most unsatisfactory. A chill or digestive 
trouble may have been contracted on the journey, or will 
follow with careless treatment, which may lower the vitality 
of the bird and weaken its resistence to disease. An exhibition 
cage with wire front and top, placed in an airy and well-lighted 
shed, forms the most suitable pen for isolation. This cage 
should be cleansed after each occupant. 

Examination. — Very frequently the bird has the roup before 
being sent out, sometimes in an advanced form. Some birds 
are carriers, in which case detection is less easy. The examina- 
tion must be very carefully made, although, in bad cases, 
even a novice will know that something is wrong by the very 
offensive smell. This smell once experienced is not forgotten. 
The test should be made by examining the inside of the mouth 
and under the tongue for whitish or yellow growths. These 
may be quite small and firmly embedded in the membrane, or 
they may be almost free, but in either case they invariably 
have the characteristic smell. The nostrils should be pressed, 
and if matter exudes and the smell is offensive, roup can be 
suspected. In some cases the mouth and nostrils are clear, 
but the eyes are affected, and although this is not such a bad 
form of the disease and is often more easily curable, it is very 
infectious. When examining a bird, particular attention 
^ould be paid to the feathers on the wing, where the bird 
frequently rubs its head to ease inflammation and irritation. 

Treatmant — Birds purchased upon three days’ approval and 
showing any of the s5nnptoms described should at once be 
returned. Should the roup develop among purchased birds 
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and remain unnoticed until it is too late to return them, every 
bird purchased, even though apparently healthy, should be 
kept clear of the existing stock for 10-14 days. All birds 
badly affected should be destroyed at once, and the heads and 
feathers burnt. Treatment of the others should commence 
with a dose of P2psom salts. The mouth, nostrils, face and 
feathers should be washed with warm water, adding a strong 
disinfectant, Jzal. Jeyes* Fluid may be used for the face 
and feathers and the mouth and nostrils washed with a weak 
solution of tincture of iodine. The head of the bird may be 
dipped in weak permanganate of potash solution. Each of 
these treatments has been found effective, but the iodine has 
proved one of the most satisfactory, and in the case of .swollen 
faces, painting with iodine tincture is often the only successful 
treatment. It is, however, questionable whether it is economical 
to save a bird with bad eye roup owing to the time lost in 
treatment and the ill effect upon the bird. 

(lood fe'oding and some sulphate of iron given in the drinking 
water are also desirable. 

The chief aim of the poultry-keeper should be to preve nt the 
introduction of roup among his fowls, and novices will do well 
to seek expcTt advice before purchasing apparently cheap birds 
fre(dy advertised, and to exercise special care at this season 
when purchasing broody hens. 


Government-owned Land In the British Isles. — Sir Samuel SvoU 
asked the 1 Parliamentary Secretary to the Board of Agriculture the 
number ot acres of agricultural land or grass 
CtuestioilB owned by the Government in Great Britain 

in Parliament and Ireland, and in occupation of tenants ; 
afifecting Agriculture, and what is the average rent charged* per 
acre ? 

Sir A, Gnffilh-Boscawen : The total acreage of agricultural land in 
Great Britain and Ireland under the management of the Commissioners 
of Woods and in occupation of tenants is 130,795 acres. This includes 
lietween 30,000 and 40,000 acres of moor land in Scotland let for sheep- 
grazing at 3s. per acre, and several thousand acres of down land in 
Sussex and Wiltshire let for very little more. The average rent of 
ordinary farm land is about 25s. per acre. The agricultural land, other 
than Crown la1nd, owned b}’' the Board of Agriculture and Fisheries, is 
X36 acres let at 315. yd. per acre, and 63 acres let at 415. ^d. per acre. 

The total area of land owned by the Board of Agriculture for Scotland 
and in the occupation of tenants is 63,405 acres, of which 5,637 acres 
are arable land, 4,151 acres grazings in individual occupation, and 
53,617 acres common grazings. The average rent of the whole area is 
IS. Sicie, but this cannot be taken as an indication of the value 

of the arable and grass land since a very large proportion of the area 
consists of mountain and heath, (iith March, 1919.} 
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Homo-ffrown Wheat. — Captain Terrell asked the Parliamentary 
Secretary to the Board of Agriculture whether preference can be given 
to British farmers, as against imported commitments, to dispose of their 
corn resulting from last year’s harvest ? 

Sir A, Griffith-Boscawen : The Board are continually bringing to the 
notice of the Wheat Commission the importance of using home-grown 
wheat to the utmost extent which is practicable, and the Commission 
<ire desirous of doing so. 

The Board have been informed by the Wlieat Commission that flour 
millers have been instructed to use as much home-grown wheat as 
possible in the production of flour, and at present they are using about 
30 per cent, of home-grown wheat on the average, as compared with 
about 20 per cent, before the War. (nth March, 1919.) 

Potatoes. — Mr. Lambert asked the Parliamentary Secretary to the 
i^oard of Agriculture if it is intended to compel farmers to grow potatoes 
in the coming season when they are unable to dispose of last season’s 
crop, much of wliich is now being wasted ? 

Sir A. Grrffith’Boscawen : The answer is in the negative. Farmers 
will have complete freedom of action during the coming season as to 
the crops they may wish to grow on their arable land. 

Colonel Sir J. Norton Griffiths : Can the hon. Gentleman say whether 
the control is still on potatoes, or whether there is a free price ? 

Sir A. Griffith-Boscawen : A notice was issued by the Minister of 
Food a few weeks ago stating that control had been taken off. (loth 
March, 1919.) 

Hops. — Mr. Ronald McNeill asked the Parliamentary Secretary to 
the Board of Agriculture if he is aware that, owing to uncertainty as to 
the policy of the Government in regard to the future importation of 
hops, anxiety exists among hop-growers as to whether it is desirable to 
restore the hop acreage which was grubbed during the War, and generally 
as to the place which hops should take in agricultural %rrangpmc nts for 
the future ; and whether he will make a statement after consultation 
with the Board of Trade which may serve as a guide to hop-growers in 
this respect ? 

Sir A. Griffith-Boscawen : It is proposed to retain the present control 
of hops for the crop of 1919. Until that crop has been disposed of the 
importations of foreign hops will be restricted to the amount that is 
shown to be necessary to provide for the quantity of beer for the brewing 
of which authorisation is given from time to time. I am unable to give 
the hon. Member at tliis stage any further information on the future 
policy of the Government with regard to foreign imports, (lolh March, 

1919.) 

Cattle Feedififir Stuffs, — Colonel Sir A . Sproi asked the Food Controller 
if he can see his way to remove at once all restrictions on the sale of 
feeding stuffs for cattle and pigs, including millers’ offals, which are at 
present being charged a liigh price ? 

Mr. McCurdy : The Food Controller lias already removed the 
restrictions on the distribution of feeding stuffs in this country. The 
only other restrictions imposed in connection with the sale of feeding 
stuffs are those set out in the Cattle Feeding Stuffs (Maximum Prices) 
Order,* and, in view of the importance of preventing any increase in 
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the prices charged, he docs not yet propose to rescind this Order. I may 
add, however, that a temporary reduction of I2 per ton in the price of 
millers’ oifals has recently been made. 

Com Offal* — Colonel Gretton asked the Parliamentary Secretary to 
the Board of Agriculture vrhether he will state the respective quantities 
of millers* offals produced in tlie United Kingdom in each of the years 
191b, 1917. and 1918 ; what proportion of these quantities was 
available for issue to farmers as foodstuff for live stock ; and whether 
steps were taken to advertise throughout the country the depots or 
centres to wdiich applications for the purchase of these supplies could be 
made ? 

Mr, McCuidy : 1 have been asked to rejfly. The approximate 
quantities of millers’ offals produced in the years in question were : 

19^5 •• 1,820,000 tons. I 19T7 .. 1,727,000 tons. 

1916 .. 1,820,000 ,, I 1918 .. 719, (jOO ,, 

It is imj)ossible to state exactly the proportions of these quantities 
which were available for issue to fanners as h)odstuff for live stock. 
Until the end of 1917, distribution was uncontrolled ; but at the end of 
1918, and until 26th January of this year, releases were arranged on a 
rationed basis by the Ministry of Food. As regards the last part of the 
question, during the period of control steps were taken to advertise 
freely at all markets and in trade and agricultural papers the centres to 
which applications should be made for permits to purchase supplies of 
offals, (nth March, 1919.) 

Demoiiatration Dairy Farms* — Lieut. -Colcmel Weigall asked the 
Parliamentary Secretary to the Board of Agriculture whether considera- 
tion can be given to the establishment by the Government of demonstra- 
tion djiiry farms managed on purely commercial lines, as examples, 
both on intensive arable and extensive pasture lines ? 

Sir A, Griffith- Boscawen : The Board are establishing ten demonstra- 
tion holdings managed on purely commercial lines as examples of 
intensive dairy ^rming on arable land. The Board are doubtful 
whether demonstrations of dairy farming on extensive pasture lines are 
necessary in present circumstances, but will consider my hon. and 
gallant Friend 's suggestion, (nth March, 1 9 1 9.) 

OII 90 S 0 * — Lieut. -Colonel A, Herbert asked the Parliamentary Secretary 
to the Board of Agriculture whether he will consider the advisability of 
stimulating the production of cheese ? 

Sir A. Griffith-Boscawen : The Board are already doing a great deal 
in this direction. County education authorities are encouraged by 
means of special grants and other provisions to provide practical in- 
struction in the art of cheesemaking through travelling and co-operative 
cheese schools, and farmers and dairymen arc encouraged to use for the 
manufacture of cheese any milk produced in excess of what is required 
for human consumption. (27th March, 1919.) 

* Pwiltry.- C Bottyer asked the Parliamentary Secretary to the 

Board of Agriculture (i) whether His Majesty’s Government have 
considered the extent to which the poultrj’^ industry of Great Britain 
may be developed as a source of food supply ; whether the organisation 
now in existence for the promotion of the poultry industry is much 
inferior to that which has been set up in various foreign countries ; and 
whether he will take steps to provide such State assistance to this 
industry as will enable British poultry keepers to compete successfuUy 
with foreign rivals ; (2) whether he has considered, in view of the 
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importance of the home poultry trade, the advisability of setting up a 
poultry husbandry department for discharged and demobilised sailors 
and soldiers and others ; whether, in the event of such a department 
being set up, steps will be taken to carry out research and educational 
work for large and small owners ; and whether, to stimulate the home- 
grown poultry trade, steps will be taken to prevent foreign eggs, by 
marking them as such, from competing in public markets with fresh 
home-grown eggs ? 

Sir A, Griffith-Boscawen : In the reorganisation of the Board, it is 
intended that provision shall be made to ensure adequate representation 
on the staff of poultry experts, and it is proposed to establish a poultry 
institute for the purpose of education and research. The Board believe 
by these means, and by the better organisation of the industry, that 
British poultry keepers will be able more successfully to compete with 
their foreign rivals. The suggestion that foreign eggs should be marked 
as such is under consideration. 

The Board do not propose generally to encourage discharged and 
demobilised soldiers and sailors, lacking in the necessary experience, to 
take up small holdings devoted exclusively to poultry keeping, but they 
are, nevertheless, anxious to encourage the more general keeping of 
p)Oultry by those who take up small holdings. (31st March, 1919.) 

Land Settlement of Ex-8ervioe Men. — Mr. Morris asked the Parlia- 
mentary Secretary to the Board of Agriculture the number of discharged 
soldiers and sailors in England and in Wales, respectively, who have 
applied to the various county councils and to the Board of Agriculture 
for land for settlement purposes ; what is the total acreage represented 
by such applications ; and what steps have been taken in England and 
in Wales, respectively, by the county councils and the Board of Agri- 
culture to meet the applications ? 

Sir A, Gnjffith-Boscawen : Six thousand six hundred and thirty-five 
applications have been received by county councils in England and 436 
m Wales. The acreage applied for is, approximately, 121,400 acres in 
ICngland and 8,000 in Wales. The Board have received 44 1 applications 
for land on their land settlements. The amount of land required or 
arrangements to acquire which have been concluded is, approximately, 
18,815 acres. Additional land is being acquired every week. (17th 
March. 1919.) 

Ag^rioultural Machinery, — Mr. Hurd asked what arrangements are 
in progress for the continued and most advantageous use on the land 
of the agricultural machinery of War Agricultural Committees as they 
become available for purchase ; and whether special terms and priority 
of purchase can be offered to actual farmers and to owners who are 
prepared to place the outfits at the disposal of farmers in their districts ? 

Sir A . Griffith-Boscawen : Implements and machinery as they become 
surplus are being sold by public auction in the locality in wliich they 
have been at work. It is not possible to arrange for special terms to any 
class of purchciser, but, so far as my information goes, the purcliasers 
have for the most part been farmers. (17th March, 1919.) 

WaMaa of Agrrioultural Labourerc. — Major Howard asked the Prime 
Minister whether he is aware of the discontent existing amongst agri- 
cultural labourers owing to their wages being below those prevailing 
in other industries, and that a strike is being organised in the Eastern 
Counties to occur at such a time that it will cause large areas of land 
to remain unsown and produce no crops this year, thereby causing heavy 
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loss to the community and serious unemployment during the autumn 
and winter months ; and whether, seeing that the farmers are at 
present paying the highest wages the industry can Ixjar under existing 
conditions, he will consider the advisability of making an early statement 
on agncullure, giving such guarantees as will enable the farmers to- 
increase the wages of their men up to the level ot those in other industries 
for similar hours > 

Sir A. Grijjith-lloscawen : 1 am aware that Ihcir is a certain amount 
of discontent among agricultural workers, and that in some districts 
threats of strikes liavc lieen made. The whole question of the present 
minimum rates ot wages is under consideration by the Agricultural 
Wages lioard, and 1 ('arnestly hope that both employers and workers 
will take all reasonable steps to avoid the disastrous consequences 
which any general stoppage of work on the land would involve. 1 hope 
very shortly to be in a ]iosition to make a further announcement with 
regaid to the agiiciilluiai policy of the Government. (12th March, 
1919.) 

Town Sewage. — Ltenicunni Colonel Str J. Norton Griffiths asked the 
Parliamentary Secretary to the P>oard of Agriculture whether the Board 
of Agriculture have given consideration to the possibility of enlarging 
the food production of the country to extend laud cultivation with the 
employment of tow^n s(‘wag<‘ for maimrial purposes ; wdiether the sewage 
of the London Metropolitan area is now disposed of under wasteful 
conditions and in a manner contrary to Acts of Parliament and the 
findings of a Koval ( ornmission , and whether he can slate the analysis 
and value ot sewage as a manure ? 

Sir A, Griffith- Boscawen : The answer to the first part of the question 
is in the affirmative. The Board aie ivatchiiig closely all promising 
methods of using stowage as manure, and are experimenting with sewage 
sludge. They have been informed that the Local Government Board 
arc not aware of any suggestion in the J^oyal Commission Reports 
that the sewage of the Metropolis sliould be dealt with in any particular 
manner, nor the Local Government Board understand that the 
London County (. ouncil are acting in a manner contrary to Acts of 
Parliament. 1 he system of the disposal of the sewage of tlie Metropoli- 
tan area is not necessarily wavSteful. There are engineering and other 
difficulties upon which the l^oard arc not iii a position to express an 
opinion, but no economical scheme has yet been evolved for making 
use of this sew'age as a fertiliser. (24th March, 1919.) 

The following is a statement showing the analyses of certciin sewage 
sludges . — 


I. Suwag*" — 

Parts per 100,000. 


T>q)c of Sewage. 

Weak 

Average 

1 1 

Manufacturing, Strong 

Domestic . 

1 Domestic. 

City. 

Domestic. 

Ammonicacal 

1 

Slaithwaite . 

- 

I 


Hampton. 

Nitrogen 

1-66 

3-96 j 

2 *27 

9*40 

Organic nitrogen 

1 089 

i 

1 02 

I 3*14 

Total nitrogen . . 

1 2-55 

5-87 

3-29 

1 12*54 

Suspended solids 

10*70 

3.-IO j 

35*00 

48*50 
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2. Sludges — 

Per cent, on Dry matter. 


1005 — (a) Older methods of Tank o /i \ -vt i 

treatment, 1 91 8 -(fc) Newer methods. 



Lirnt* 

Alumino- 

Septic 

Tank. 

< 

i 

Slate -bed | Activated 

Activated 

— 

feme l*re 

Sludge. 1 Sludge. 

Sludge. 


cipilation 


_ _J 


Dork'ing 

Leeds 

1 

Hai penden Witliingtoii 

St. Albans 

Organic matler 

39 *80 

3878 

46-80 1 44 76 

1 I 

Inorganic matter 

60 20 

61 *22 

53 < 55 ‘21 

1 — 

Total nitrogen 

0 *89 

1.38 

2 -63 j 7 -09 

! 7 '50 

Phosphoiic acid 

0 -60 

0 -Oft 

0*34 3 75 


Lime . . 

2 ^ •!(> 

; 0*28 

— — 

1 

Potash 

0 -07 

i 

o-o8 — 

1 

1 


3. Special Sludges (per cent.)— 


— 

1 

Degreased Sludge 
(Grossmann 
process) . 

Degreased Sludge 
(Huddersfield). 

"Native Guano '* 
(Kingston), 

1 905. 

Organic matter . . 

35 '5 

59 « 

5T -25 

Inorganic matter 

64 -5 

; 40-2 

48 75 

Total nitrogen . . 

1*55 

1.87 

I '93 

Ihosphonc acid . . 

1 -G 

. I *07 

1-74 

Lime 

— 

I '54 

3 '30 

Potash 

. 

i 

o-i6 


Grants to the Agricultural Organisation Society.— Mr. Gj/brrt asked 
the Parliamentary Secretary. to tlie Hoard of Agriculture if his Depart- 
ment has made any financial Grants to the Agricultural Organisation 
Society ; if so, what the amounts have been for last year and this year ; 
if any conditions are attached to such Grants ; and, if so, what the 
conditions arc ? 

The following answer was circulated in reply : — Xlie ajiproved Grants 
to the Agricultural Organisation Society for the financuil year I9i8-i(> 
are £7,000 from the Food Production Department, ^^4,000 from the Small 
Holdings Account, and from the Development h'lmd a block (irant of 
£5,800, together with a Grant equal to four times the amount of the 
Society’s income from contributions from affiliated farmers’ societies 
during 1918-19, and a Grant equal to the amount of the subscriptions 
received in the same period. The Agricultural Organisation Society 
expect to be in a position to claim approximately £20,000 in all from 
the Development Fund (including the block Grant of £5,800) under this 
arrangement ; but they cannot yet tell the sum precisely. The total 
Grant will, therefore, be approximately ;^3 1,000. The Grants from the 
Development Fund are not made by the Board and are not borne on 
their Estimates. 

The Grants for 191 7-18 were £2,000 from the Small Holdings Account, 
and 3,240 from the Development Fund. 
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The conditions under which the Grant irom the Development Fund 
was sanctioned for 1918-19 were : — 

(1) That except with the consent of the Board the Society's expen- 
diture shall not substantially depart from the estimate submitted^ and 
that the rate of expenditure for the expenses of the governors and their 
attendance fees shall be subject to the approval of the Board. 

(2) That the Society shall not enter upon any new scheme or exten- 
sions of work (even though their initial expenses can be defrayed from 
their income from the current year), which shall commit it to an increase 
of expenditure in 1919-20 without the previous consent of the Board. 

(3) That the Grant be paid over to the Society in whole or in part at 
such times as may seem fit to the Board on the understanding that if 
the actual expenditure incurred by the Society and appearing ip be 
reasonable and necessary is less than the amount so paid over the 
balance will be returned. 

(4) That in carrying out this work the Society shall be careful not 
to interfere in any way with the work of the constituted authorities in 
relation to education or food production. 

(5) That the Society use its best endeavours to obtain regular 
contributions from the affiliated farmers’ societies by urging them to 
subscribe Jd. in the £ on their turnover, and also to make a levy of 6d, 
per member, 

(6) Tliat witliin a fortnight the Society submit a full Report to the 
Board on the steps taken to secure contributions by the affiliated 
farmers’ societies and the results obtained. 

{7) That the Board shall be represented upon the Executive Com- 
mittee of the Society by two nominees. 

As regards the Food Production Department Grant, the Agricultural 
Organisation Society are required to send monthly reports of the work 
done (and annual audited accounts) to the Food Production Department, 
while the Department hold constant conferences with the officers of the 
Society. (31st March, 1919.) 

British tuffar Best Growers’ Society. — Mr, Grattan Doyle asked tlie 
Parliamentary Secretary to the Board of Agriculture whether, having 
regard to the pressing need for the development of production in home- 
grown sugar, he will state the extent to wliich the activities of the British 
Sugar Beet Growers’ Society has received, and is receiving, the support 
of His Majesty’s Government ; whether the results achieved so far are 
satisfactory ; whether sufficient land suitable for the growth of beetroot 
is being made available ; and whether it is anticipated that the growth 
of the industry will lead to a substantial diminution of the pre-war 
import of sugar from foreign countries in the course of the next few 
years ? 

Sir A , Griffith- Boscawen : The society has received a loan from the 
Development Fund to purchase an estate of 5,603 acres near Newark. 
This loan is secured by way of mortgage on the estate. Possession was 
only obtained a year ago, and operations have been confined to the 
preparation of the estate for the growth of sugar beet and to immediate 
food production. The further assistance the Government will render 
to the development of the scheme for a commercial trial of sugar 
growing and manufacture in this country is at present under discussion 
with the society. 1 am not in a position to answer the latter part of 
my hon. Friend's question. (10 th March, 1919.) 
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IxpeiHlItiire of Boorcl of Agrioulturo. — Captain Sir Bevtlle Stanur 
asked the Parliamentary Secretary to the Board of Agriculture what 
were the sums voted for the Board in the years 1 91 2-1 3, 1 91 3-1 4, 
1914-15, 1915-16, 1916-17, 1917-18, 1918-19, and the net expenditure 
and the surplus unexpended ? (2nd April, 1919.) 

The answer was circulated, and was as follows : — 


— 

1 Vote. 

Net 

Expenditure. 

Surplus 

Unexpended. 


i 1 

£ 

£ 

I9I2-I3 ... 

... , 317.111 

3I3.4II 

3.700 

I9I3-I4 ... 

309.547 

264,312 

45.235 

I9I4-I5 ... 

344,027 

318.885 

25,142 

1915-16 ... 

391.74^ 

: 367.752 i 

1 23.996 



1 

Deficit 

1916-17 ... 


384.167 

1 49.007* 

1917-18 ... 

... 469,207 

' 462.947 

I 6,260 




1 Estimated 



' Estimaled 

’ deficit 

1918-19 ... 

452,270 

502,270 

i 50,000* 


♦ Allocated from Vote of Credit. 


OFFICIAL NOTICES AND CIRCULARS. 

N,B, — The Orders which may he mentioned m this section of the 
Journal may usually he obtained at the price of id. each from 
H,M. Stationery Office, Imperial House, Kingsway, London, 
W.C. 2, and 28, Abingdon Street, London, 5. U'. 1 ; 37, Peter 
Street, Manchester, and 1, Si. Andrew’s Crescent, Cardiff. 

The following Notice was issued by the Board on 1st April : — 

The prices guaranteed by the Government lor 1919 grain crops are 

as follows : — 

Guaranteed Prices (1) Wlieai, 71s. ii(/. per qr. of 480 lb. 

for the 1919 Crop [or 755. Od. per qr. of 504 lb.]. 

of Wheat, (2) Barley, Ou. ini. per qr. of 400 lb. 

Barley, and Oats. [or 085. lo^r/. per qr. of 448 lb.]. 

(3) Oats, 445. id. per qr. of 312 lb. [or 

47s. 6 d. per qr. of 336 lb.]. 

The guarantee applies to the proportion of the entire produce of each 
cereal normally sold ; and not in respect of the proportion consumed on 
the farm. 

It has been decided to give effect to these guarantees by means of 
the machinery of Part 1. of the C'orii Production Act, 1917. This 
involves pa^nnent to growers of any difference between “ average 
prices und guaranteed prices, on the basis of a yield per acre of 4 qr. 
of wheat, 4 qr, of barley, and 5 qr. of oats respectively. 

It has been decided to take four-fifths in the case of barley, and two- 
thirds in the case of oats, as the proportion normally sold. The grower 
of wheat will therefore be paid for each acre four times the difference 
between 71s. iid. and the average market price ascertained for the 
seven months commencing ist September, 1919. The grower of barley 
will receive for each acre four times four-fifths of the difference between 
6 is, and the average price of barley similarly determined. The 

H 
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grower of oats will receive for each acre five times two-thirds of the 
differenc:e between 44s. id. and the average price of oats similarly 
determined. 

These guarantees are subject to the provisions of Clause 2 (i>) of the 
Corn Production Act, lyiy, which states — “ if it appears to the Board 
that any such land has been negligently cultivated, the Board may 
cither witlihold altogether the payments to which the occupier would 
otherwise have been entitled or may diminish tlie amount of those 
payments to siu li extent as the Board think jiroper to meet the cir- 
cuni'iLiru (.s of the cas(\” 


I'm. hood ( oiitrc'llcr has issikhI a (iencral Licence (Order No. 284), 
d.itcd 17th Mtuch, upo. uiuhr the Live Stock (Sales) Order, 1918, ♦ 
])roMdmg that not ui I hs landing the provisions 
Live Stock of tlu^ Order as amended by the Order dated 

(Sales) Order, 1918 : the iith Lebruary, h)iq. on and after the 
General Licence. 17th March, until further notice, where 

111 the opiiuon of the piTson grading any first- 
grade beast it IS likely to yield an imnsually small proportion of bone, 
the maximum jiru (‘S for first grade beasts specified in Part i of the 
hirst Sihedule to Uu* Live Stock (Sales) Ordei, 1918, may be exceeded 
\)y a sum of not more than ]s, per ( u i. insleail ol i v. per cwl., as provided 
by tlie Ordei. 

Thic h'oful Conti oiler has issuo<l a Notice muler the ('alves (Sales) 
Cfialer, effi'ct that on and after tli(‘ 31st M.irch, 1919, the 

maximum jirire a]4)h< able upon the occasion 
Calves (Sales) Order, ot a sale ot a calf to a (ioveniment bi^yer shall, 
1918: Notice. until fuither notne, be as follows : — 

(1.) WJiere the call is sokl alive by dead 
weight, the maximum ]incc lor the call (mchidnig the ofials) shall be at 
the rate of H'd. ]ier lb. of the weight oi the ilressed (Carcass. 

(11 ) Where tlie calf is sold alive otherwasi' tJiau by dead weight, the 
maximum pruo shall be i 3.S. ])er calf. 

(in.) Will'll' the calf is sold dead, the maximum price shall be at 
the rate of ()d. ])er lb. of the weight of the cart ass which shall incJiule 
tlie head, skin, feet and ])IiuL. Such price shall luclude the value of the 
ofials except tin* jxiuiich and intestines. 


Thf following Notice \s«is issued by the Board on 28th March : — 
There appears to he every probability of an increasing demand for 
dairy stock, and the President of the Board of 
Rearing of Heifer Agriculture anti J-'isheries hopes, therefore. 
Calves. th.it all heifer calves that are likely to grow 

into good milkers will be reared. He wishes, 
also, to urge on breeders, especially m dairying districts, the importance 
of using belter bulls than is usually the practice. If this is done the 
number of inferior calves that jire now bred and slaughtered when a 
few days old will be greatly reduced, and a considerable increase and 
improvement secured in the milking herds of the country. 

* See this Journal. June, ryi8, p. 350, November, 1918, p. 1025, January, 
1919, p. 1240, and March, 1919. p. 1514. 

t Sec this Journal, Octolwr, 1918, p, 886, and February, 1919, p. 1374* 
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The following Notice was issued by the Joint Committee of the 
Board of Agriculture and the Ministry of Food on 5th March : — 

It has been brought to the notice of the 
Excessive Slaughter Joint Committee from many sources that there 
of Calves. i** abnormal slaughter of cah'cs taking place, 

even allowing for stiasojial variation. Various 
reasons are atldiiccd as a cause of this excessive slaughter, but it is 
needless to point out that this policy continued must leail to an extreme 
shortage of dairy stock in the near future. The herds of all other 
Furopean countries have been dangerously reduced owing to the War, 
and these coimtnes will com])ete with the ICnglish fanner for the live 
stock available. In tlu* country’s interests it therefore bec-omes essential 
to reduce the slaughter to a nnuinium and rear as many dc'sirable calves 
as possible. 

' Tjik following Notice was issued b}^ the Ministry of t'ooil on 21st 
larch : — 

^ It is aiirioiinc.ed tliat no further (•ertiiicatcs 

Feeding will be issued by the Food C-onlroIIcr for the 

of Live Stock. purchase of oil cakes and meals, and these 

may now' be jiun'hased freely w'hercver they 
are avail ible, but w’hrnever supplies arc not equal to all tlic demands, 
purchasers reipanng lliein for nulch cows will lie given a j^rofcrencc. 
J^xccpl as regards the maiiufaiAure of malt, Ihen^ is no longer any 
restriction on the use of liarley, and no licence is reipiired for the feeding 
of damaged grain. 1 >rc(lge com may be fed for any pin pose, and horses 
are not now restricted in tlu' quantity of oats, maize, be<uis and of tlu 
other cereal foodstuffs (practically everything except wheat) that m ly 
legally be fed to thiun. Milh'ts' offals are now available in greater 
<juantity and of betb^r quality and may be oblamcd from the London 
mills in lots of not less than | tons at £ 1 ^, for fine and £'> 3 per ton for 
coarse offals,* including delivery to buyer’s m^arest railway station, 
.>a<dvs extra, c;ri early a})plication to tlie Feeding Stuffs Section, Ministry 
ot Food, New C'ouuly Hall, S.IL 1. 

T'hk following Notice was issued by the Ministry of Food on iOlh 
March:— The Food (oiitroller has suspended, as from the ist April, 
the maximum puces fixed for . — 

Reduced Prices Home manufacturetl cakes and meals; 

of Cakes and Meals, imported cakes and meals ; 

Coiiiponnd cakes and meals ; 

wnth the exception of all classes of cotton and linseed cakes and meals, 
m connection with which the question is still under consideration. 

The Food Controller, however, wishes it to be understood that if 
prices rise above reasontible limits, he will reimpose immediately the 
original or reduced maximum prices. The Requisition OrdtT has lilso 
been suspended in respect of cakes and meals, excejit cotton and linseed, 
and importing firms may, therefore, purchase and import these articles 
freely from abroad. 

The Food Controller has made arrangements to sell tlic whole of the 
'Government stocks of seeds, nuts and kernels to the crushers of the 
United Kingdom on such terms as will permit of a substantial riMluction 
in the price of home-produced cattle cake at an early date. 

* These prices have since been reduced, see notice on p. 100. 
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The Ministry of Food state that on and from 24th March, 1919, the- 
maximum prices for London Flour Mill offals, carriage paid, are reduced 
by 405. per ton for offal in bulk and in lots- 
Seduced Prices of two tons or over, ex mill. Coarse offals 
Of Millers’ Offals. will, therefore, be £11 per ton, and fine £ 12 , 

Millers have been instructed to charge all 
deliveries of offals on and from the date given in accordance with the 
above, and it will, therefore, be possible to purchase requirements to 
better advantages locally. The decrease in price is made with the object 
of clearing the present surplus, after which the price will be advanced. 

The Ministry of Food have stated that the following amounts may 
be added to the maximum prices of feeding stuffs to cover cost of bags : — 

Home Manufactured Cakes and Meals . — 
Charges for Sacks and 20s. per ton if 20 bags to the ton, and so in 
Bags on the Sale proportion according to the number of bags 
of Feeding Stuffs. per ton used. 

Millers* Offals. — Returnable Sacks, net 
^ weight . — 25. 6 d. each ; this amount to be 

refunded on’^all sacks returned to the miller in good condition within 
3^months of date of the miller’s invoice. 

Non-returnable Sacks, Gross Weight. — 25s. per ton if containing 
z cwt. or less, and 205. per ton if containing more than i cwt. 

Other Cattle Feeding Stuffs. — 25s. per ton if 20 bags to the ton, and so 
in proportion^according to the number of sacks or bags used per ton. 

Imported. — ^The charges for bags containing home-manufactured 
feeding stuffs are not applicable to imported stuffs. The maximum 
prices for imported feeding stuffs are inclusive of bags, and the Order 
directs that^they must be sold, sacks included, gross weight. 

All other terms and conditions affecting dealer rebates, terms of 
payment, discounts, additions on small sales, and charges for transport 
are unchanged. 

Very satisfactory results have recently attended the rearing of 
pullets at the Anglesey Incubating Station. 

* , Egg-layiug Results The following are the trap nest records of 
at the Anglesey 29 White Wyandotte pullets taken during 
Incubating Station, the period 1 5th October, 1 91 8, to 1 5th J anuary, 


No. of Pullet. 

1919 : 
Eggs laid. 

No. of Pullet, 

Eggs laid 

30 

27 

45 

56 

31 

51 

46 

34 

32 

23 

47 

49 

33 

39 

48 

63 

34 

41 

49 

35 

35 

34 

50 

43 

36 

l8 

51 

38 

37 

36 

52 

44 

38 

44 

53 

54 

39 

51 (died Dec.). 54 (sold 

in November) < 

40 

56 

55 

47 

41 

45 

56 

33 

42 

49 

57 

52 

43 

39 

58 

38 

44 

46 
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These birds are of medium size, hardy, and of good strain, and were 
all bred and reared at the Station. 

Every autumn about 30 pullets most suitable for breeding purposes 
are selected, and those which after trial prove most satisfactory are 
retained for at least two seasons. The conditions of housing and climate 
under which the birds are reared arc not very satisfactory, the housing 
being of the scratching shed type with insufficient light and space, 
nnd the grass pens into which as a consequence the birds have to be 
released during the day being much exposed to the high winds and wet 
experienced by the Island during the winter months. Nevertheless, 
it will be seen that during 13 weeks of late autumn and winter the pullets 
laid on an average 42 eggs, and one pullet in every four laid more than 
50 eggs. 


The following Circular Letter was addressed to Agricultural Execu- 
tive Committees by the Food Production Department of the Board on 
31st March : — 

Training and Placing Sir, — I am directed by the President of tlie 

in Employment of Board of Agriculture and Fisheries to invite 
Ex-Service Men who the cordial co-operation of your Committee 
desire to obtain in the measures to be taken to train ex-Service 
Agricultural Work, men without previous experience in agricul- 
ture, who are willing to take work on the land, 
whether with a view to obtaining ultimately holdings of their own or 
not. 

2. It is expected that in view of the shortage of labour on the land 
Committees will be able to get some of the men placed with farmers at 
once at the agricultural wage of the district even though they are un- 
skilled. In other cases it will be necessary to give the men a certain 
amount of training in the ordinary manual operations of a farm. The 
training will be designed to give to unskilled men practical experience 
to enable Committees to secure them employment on the land as wage 
earners. The Board do not tliink that it is practicable to attempt to 
provide the long course of training which w'ould be necessary to fit 
an unskilled man to become a small holder, especially in view of the 
fact that it would be impossible to guarantee to provide holdings for 
all the men who might be trained immediately their training had been 
completed. The Board think, therefore, that unskilled men should, 
in the first instance, obtain employment as wage earners. 

3. It is hoped that some of the men needing training will receive it 
tinder the Army Education Scheme before they are demobilised, and 
further particulars of any such scheme will be forwarded to Agricultural 
Executive Committees in due course. There will remain, however, a 
number of men for whom training facilities must be provided after their 
return to civil life. The Board propose to set up training centres as 
required in various parts of the country, each centre to serve one or 
more counties. The Board will be glad if Committees will co-operate 
with them in the establishment of the training centres required, and will 
forward at an early date particulars of any premises in their county that 
are considered to be suitable to be used as training centres, and arc 
available for this purpose. In some instances farms in the occupation 
of the Committee may be suitable to be used for training purposes, and 
where insufficient accommodation is available the Board will endeavour 
to arrange the provision of Army hutments. 
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4. The arrangements for dealing with men under the scheme are 
descril^ed in detail m the accompan\Ting Memorandum (E'.P. 469 L. 6*) 
and need not, therefore, be repeated here. The Ministry of Labour 
are notifying Lniployment J.xchanges that particulars of ex-Service 
men requiring agricultural employment should be referred to the 
('ounty Agmulluial I^xccutxve ( cm mi t lee. Your Committee should 
also obbiin from the County ( ouncil and County Borough Councils 
(who Jiave been sent rh lails of the scheme) particulars of men who have 
applied on the Form L.S. 8a, (from the booklet L.S. 8) for cottage or 
small lioldings and ha\e had no jirevious experience of agriculture. 
Such men already demobilised should be ( ommunicated with immediately 
with a \'ic\v to their being assisted in finding emplo3"meiit and offered 
training. 

5. (>ommitlecs will doubtless proceed to compile lists of farmers anef 
market gardeners in the eoiint^’ who will l)c willing to engage ex Service 
men. Committees wall appreciate the desirability of placing these men 
with good farmers representative of the diflcrent forms of agriculture 
practised in the county w’ho will be m sympathy wnth the men and make 
them as comfcTtablo as possible. The Board feel sure that Committees 
may rely on laimeis responding to the appc^al that should be made* 
to them on patiiotie grounds as well as in their own interest to assist 
in this national dut}^ of providing an opportunity for cx-Service men to 
secure an open-air life. 

6. In order to assist Committees in this matter, arrangements have 
been made to send undc'i* a separate cover the returns on the Form 
A. 218/s. that w’erc obtaiTuvl by the IBoard m March last, showing the 
additional labour leqmred by farnuTS in the county. 

I am. etc., 

(Signed) A. 1). Hall, 

Secretary. 


I-Lxc'losuke. 

1. I’articulars of ex Ser\icc men requiring agric'ullural employment 
will be obtained by Agricultural Icxccutive Committees through the 
Employment J .xchangcs in accordance with the arrangements suggested 
in paragraph 5 of C .L. 1 61 /L. 2, dated the 1 4th January last.-j* Men may 
also be referred to tlie Committee by the County or Borough Councils 
on receipt of the h"orm I^.S, 8a (Application for Small Holding or Cottage 
Holding). 

2. Committees should take steps to interview each applicant for 
employment with a view to ascertaining his previous experience and 
qualifications. ^Vh<'re tlie applicant had already had some experience 
of farm work or is otherwise qualified, C ommittees may be able to 
arrange with the ICxchange for him to be placed at once at the full 
agricultural wage of the district, with an employer in need of labour. 

3. Otherwise the applicant, if suitable, should be sent to a training 
centre as soon as possible in order to be given tuition in the ordinary 
manual operations of a farm, to enable him to be placed with a farmer at 
the full wage of the district. One training centre may be sufficient 
to serve more than one county, the County Committees making mutual 
arrangements as to the number of trainees to be sent from each county. 
The !^ard hope that in connection with most of the training centres it 
will be possible to arrange that they be under the management of the 


• See below. 

t Printed in this Journal, February, 1919, p. 1369. 
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Agricultural Executive Committee of the county in which they are 
situated. The period of tuition should normally be not more than six 
to eight weeks. 

4. During the period of training the men will be entitled to a sum 
of 305. a week, less lys, ()(i. for the cost of board and lodging, if they are 
accommodated and fed at the centre'. Married mt'n and men witli 
dependants wholly dependent upon them may claim a subsistence 
allowance of 2s. bd. per day while at the centre if they are compelled to 
live away from home, and men witli dependants partially dependent 
upon them a subsistence allowance oi is. (>d. ]H‘r day. (daims should 
be made on the h'orm V. 1 \ ^OO/L. 6, and ('ommittces are authorised to 
pay this extra allow ance wdiere the claim is proj^erly certifi('d and the 3'^ 
have no reason to doubt its accuracy. 

5. ('ommitlees sending men to a training centre in^a neiglibouring 
county should not jmy their subsistence nllowancrs, but after seeing 
that Korin F. P. 40(3/1.. b, is proper^?^ filleil up, should send it to the 
Committee is whose coimt^^ the training centre is situate, st> that all 
payments to the men may be made by that roinmiltee. 

6. Seven days before a trainee is likely to be ]>assed out of the 

training centre the Principal should notify the Committees concerned 
who will thereupon make arrangements for the placing of the man in 
employment, and for another man awaiting training to till the vacancy 
at the centre. Every man dealt with should be registered at tlie nearest 
Employment Exchange so as to receive the unemployment donation 
if employment cannot immediately be found for him and he is entitled 
to this donation. cflort should be made to place men in the 

branch of farming the^" desire to take up, especially in the case of those 
men who desire ultimately to work holdings of their owai. ( ommittees 
should also take stejis to bring to the notice of tlie men aav agricultural 
educational courses that are available in the county". 

7. Tractor School.- -A School for the training of ex Service men in 
tractor driving (as well as other farm work) has bc'en (established at 
Bois Hall, near Brentwood, l^ss(‘x. Men wlio desire to learn tractor 
driving in addition to ordinary farm wwk will bi^ rec('ived at this School. 
Committees should communicate with tJie Board, giving the name of 
e^ch man they desire should be given such training, and the Board will 
inform ('ommittees of tlie date when he can be rti cived at the School. 
On completion of training, the men will be returned to the ( ommittee 
concerned who will arrange for their employment in the county. 

8. Travellnig . — Free (Government railway tickets will be issued by 
the Employment Exchanges on the application of tlie Agricultural 
Executive ('ommittee for the journey by railway of an ex-Servicc man 
trained under this sclicme, eittier to or from the training centre or to 
his employment, lilvcry eflort must be made to reduce such travelling, 
to a minimum. 

9. Accommodation . — Farmers notifying their willingness to take ex- 
Service men into their employment should bii asked to state what 
accommodation is available, so that the men may be informed of this 
before they are sent out. 

10. Accounts . — ^The following instructions will be applicable to 
Committees in whose county a training centre is establishe(i : — 

(a) Where the general balance from all sources in the Com- 
mittee's hands is insufficient to meet outgoings, funds should be 
requisitioned from the Board in the usual way. 
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(h) A separate service account, entitled “ Training of Ex- 
Service Men,'* should be opened in the Committee's quarterly 
accounts rendered to the Board. Expenditure should be classified 
under the following heads : (i.) Wages of Instructors ; (ii.) Wages 
of Trainees ; (iii.) Subsistence Allowances ; (iv.) Maintenance of 
Trainees ; (v.) Upkeep of Implements, etc. ; (vi.) Fodder, Fuel 
and other Supplies ; (vii.) Miscellaneous. 

{c) Pa^Tnents in connection with a training centre should, as 
far as possible, be made by the Treasurer of the Committee, the 
bills being first certified by the Principal of the centre. The latter 
sh()uld only pay sin li bills as need to be discharged locally in cash. 
J^'or the purpose of 1he.se local cash payments, the Principal should 
be furnished from tune 1o time with imprests for which he §hould 
account to the Committee at regular intervals. 

The following Circular Letter (No. C.L. 130/C. i) was addressed to 
Agricultural Executive Committees by the Food I^oduction Department 
of the Board on 13th March : — 

Agricultural Sir, — ^The serious difficulties with which 

Executive Committees farmers are faced at the present time owing 
and Cultivation of to the shortage of labour and to the fact that 
Land Orders. farm work is greatly in arrear in consequence 
of the unfavourable weather, render it un- 
desirable in the opinion of the Board for Committees to attempt to secure 
any further increase in the existing arable area for the harvest of this 
year. For the same reasons it is desirable, from an agricultural stand- 
point, that farmers should be allowed complete freedom to cultivate 
their arable land with the crops that may best suit their particular 
conditions. Moreover, the Board are of opinion that, subject to the 
cultivation of laud according to the rules of good husbandry, complete 
freedom of cropping is now compatible with the public interest, for the 
extensive acreage of wheat sown in the United States last autumn and 
the favourable reports on the present condition of the American crop 
justify the expectation that in the cereal year 1919--20 the supply of 
bread-stuffs will suffice to meet the demand of the world’s markets. 

While permitting freedom of cropping. Committees should urge upon 
farmers the need for cleaning their land and for providing winter food 
for live stock, so that during the coming winter the supplies of meat 
and milk may be kept up, and an endeavour made to convert the 
abundant straw crops into manure. It should be recognised that while 
the cereal position for 1919-20 is satisfactory, it is impossible to forecast 
the future, and it is not unlikely that next year it may again be necessary 
to ask farmers to devote attention to the growing of corn. 

In the present circumstances, however, I am directed by Lord Ernie 
to ask that those Committees who have served Orders requiring farmers 
to cultivate specified areas with particular crops will issue at once a 
public notice that all their Orders are withdrawn except those which 
have been served in the interests of good husbandry, and that for the 
present season farmers have a free choice as to the crops to be grown on 
their land. The Committees should still take any necessary action to 
deal with cases of bad farming, but good farmers who are cultivating 
their land in accordance with the rules of good husbandry should for the 
present season be free of control by the Committees. 

I am, etc., 

(Signed) F. L. C. Eloud, Assistant Secfetasy* 
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The following Circular Letter (No. C.L, 68/H.) was addressed 
to County Councils in England and Wales by the Board on 
loth March : — 

The Organisation Sir, — T he Board have had under con- 

of Horticnlttiral sideration the question of the methods that 
Instruction. should be adopted m future to provide 
technical advice and instruction to small 
holders and allotment holders throughout tlie country. 

As the Council are adware Horticultural Sub-C'ommittees of the 
Agricultural Executive (‘ommittees were established during the W'ar as 
one of the emergency measures in connection with the Food I^od notion 
campaign. Many of these sub-committces have accomplished a 
considerable amount of valuable work, but now that the War is over the 
Board think that the whole question of horticultural instruction should 
be put on a permanent basis. The importance of adequate provision 
being made for instruction of the kind has been emphasised by the 
decision of the (Toveriuncnt to provide facilities for ex-Servicc men to 
settle on the land 

The experience which the Board have gamed during the War shows 
that there is a great field of useful and necessary work to be done in 
improving the methods of small cultivators and m assisting them to 
obtain the best possible return for their labour. The improvement of 
orchards and fruit plantations, the dcmonsti ation andi lioiceof tliemost 
profitable crops for small holders, and the selection of the varieties most 
suitable for marketing, the encouragement ol bee-keeping and instruc- 
tion in the management of poultry and small live stock are instcinces of 
some of the directions in which more educational work is greatly needed. 

It appears to the Board that in order to deal effectively with these 
and other similar questions it is essential that there should be a special 
committee in each county composecl of men and women who are prepared 
to give time and attention to the needs of small growers, and that this 
committee should have an adequate staff of horticultural instructors 
at their disposal. 'I'liis committee should obviously be associated with 
the Local F.ducaUon Authority of the county in order that it may 
obtain a fair share of the funds that are available. 

I am directed therefore to express the hope that your Council will 
take steps at once to set up a special Horticultural Sub-Committee of 
the committee responsible for agricultural education, whose duty should 
be to undertake the care of the interests of the small growers in the 
county and to draw up for submission to the PZducation Committee 
schemes for providing any horticultural advice and instruction that may 
be needed. The questions affecting small growers are so numerous and 
the work of catering for their needs is so detailed that the Board do not 
think the matter can be dealt with adequately unless a special sub- 
committee is appointed for the purpose. 

If a sub-committce on the lines suggested in this letter is set up by 
your Council the Board will take the necessary steps to dissolve the 
Horticultural Sub-C ommittee of the Agricultural Executive Committee 
in order that the new committee may carry on their work. The Board 
desire to express the very strong hope, however, that provision will be 
made by the Council to co-opt on the new sub-committee members of 
the existing Horticultural Sub-Committee so as to retain the services 
of all those who have done useful work. 

I am, etc., 

(Signed) A. D. Hall, Seevetary, 
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The following Notice was issued b’- the Food Production Department 
of the Board on K'jth March ; — 

nr f serious menace to the potato 

wart PiBease of by the spread of M art Disease the 

Potatoes. Board of Agriculture and Fisheries have been 

obliged, for the protection of growers, to issue the Wart Disease of 
Potatoes (ScottisJi Seed I Potatoes) Order of 1910. Sellers of seed 
potatoes are urged to pay careful attention to its provisions in the 
public interest. 

Under this Order no pe rson is allowed to bring or cause to be brought 
into England or Wales any sce^cl potatoes grown in Scotland unless (a) the 
potatoes are of a variety that has lieen approved by the Board of Agri- 
culture and FishcTie's as immune from Wart ]>isease, or {b) unless hc^has 
previously e>btain(*(l a declaration signed by the grower of the potatoes 
that to the best of his knowU'dge and belief tiie potatoes arc not affected 
with Wart Disejase and that Wart Disease has not occurred on the farm 
where the j)otatoes were grown. lie must also obtain a certificate 
from the l-loard of Agriculture for Scotland, issued not more than seven 
days before tlie dale of (.onsignment of the potatoes, tJiat Wart Disease 
has not existed on or vitluu one mile of the said tarni. 

Seedsmen should spcc.iallv note that the Order applies to all Scottish 
seed polatoc's sold b> them alter the commencement ol the Order (except 
those of apjwoNcd inunune varieties) no mattiT when the potatoes wTre 
piirchas(*d and consigtied. 

Failure to obtain the declaration and certificate, or to produce them 
for insjx'( lion if refpiirod by an ofticer of the P»oaid, renders the offender 
liable to a ]icnaltv not exceeding £io. 

Copies of the Order and of the list of varieties ap]>rovod by the Board 
as imniuiK' from Wart Disease may be obtained c)u a pj^lieation from the 
Boaid's Office at 72, Victoria Street, London, S.W i. 


The following Notice was issiu'd by the Food Production Depart- 
ment of the Board on 14th March ■ — 

The demand for women labour is increasing , 
The Women’s Land and immediate steps are being taken to recruit 
Army. and tram a further siijiplj^ This recruiting 

will be facilitated by tlio fact that it has been 
decided to raise the minimum wage for w^omen of the Land Army by 
2S, t>d. a w'cek. They will now' receive 22s. (h 1. for tlie first three months' 
agricultural work, which includes the period of ti. lining, and afterwards 
‘25s. a week as the minimum w^igc, or as much more as can be earned 
under the Wages Board award. This advance will take effect on 28th 
April. 


An Agricultural Costings Committee has been set up jointly by the 
Board of Agriculture and Mshcries for England and Wales, the Board of 
Agriculture for Scotland, the Department of 
. Agricultural Costings Agriculture and Technical Instruction for 
Committee, Ireland, and the Ministry of Food. The 
objects of the Committee will be to obtain such 
inlormation as to the costs and results of farming as is required by these 
Departments and the Agricultural Wages Boards and Committees. 
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The Committee will be executive, and will initiate such schemes as it 
considers necessary, making use for this purpose of the Costings Branch 
of the Ministry of Food, the Institute for Research in Agricultural 
Economics at Oxford, the Agricultural h'acnlty of the Royal College of 
Science for Ireland, and any other existing organisations which may be 
found convenient for the purpose of obtaining information. The 
Committee will report to the Ministers of Iho four Departments con- 
cerned, but the Minister of Food will answer to Parliament on its 
behalf. The Committee is constituted as follows : — 

Ministry of Food. — Mr. W. H. TVat (Chamvan), Lord Bledisloo, 
Mr. E. F. Wise, Mr. W’. Anker Simmons, Mr. C. IL Fisher, Mr, 
A. P. Macdougall. 

Board of AgricuHurc and Fisheries.— Sir Henry Rew, Hon. IL (i. 

^ Strutt. 

Board of Agriculture for Scotland.— Sir Robert Greig, Mr. 
P. A. Franc’S. 

Department of Agriculture and Technical Instruction for Ireland. — 
Mr. J. Jt. (Tunpbell, Dr. Hinchcliff. 

Institute for Rc.search in Agricultural Economics, Oxford. — Mr. 
C. S. Or win. 

Consumers' Council. — ^IVIrs. Reeves, Mr. K. B. W alker. 

Central Agricultural Advisory Council.— Mr. E. W. Leingford, 
Mr. A. Batchelor. 

Irish Agriculturists. — Colonel Sir Nugent Everard, Bart. 

Acting Secretary , — ^Miss Powell, New ( onnly Hall, Westminster 
Bridge Road, London, S.E. 1. 


Tnii: Food Controller has decided to remove all the present 
restrictions on the sale and distribution of live stock for slaughter 
on 30th September, 1919, .the date up to 
Bexnoval of Live Stock which prices to farmers have already been 

from Control. announced. 


The Food Controller has decided to issue a General Licence under 
the Cream Order, 1918, which will allow, during the present flush of 
milk, cream to be used, sold, supplied, or 
Cream Restrictions accpiired free from the restrictions imposed by 
Removed. that Order. 

The General Jvicence was to come into 
operation on 12th April, 1919 ; it will be withdrawn whenever conditions 
render such a course desirable. 


The Army Council has issued an Order cancelling the Orders at 
present in force regulating the sale of wool. This Order has the effect 
of removing the restrictions on the sale of 
Sale of Wool. home-grown wool, and farmers are, therefore, 
free to make their own arrangements for the 

disposal of the 1919 clip. 
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OFFiaAL Notices and Circulars. 


[AraiLf 


Wallet Award to 
Agricultural 
Labourers 
in Chatteris, 
Cambridgeshire. 


A dispute arose last December between the employers of agri- 
cultural labour in Chatteris, Cambridgeshire, and their workers as 
regards the rate of wages to be paid, and a 
strike was threatened. After some negotia- 
tion the two parties agreed in January to 
submit the dispute to an arbitrator to be 
appointed by the President of the Board 
of Agriculture and Fisheries. Sir Charles 
IvOiigmore, K.C.B., was nominated, and after 
hearing the arguments put forward on either side made his awrard, 
which is in the following terms : — 

The wages or remuneration which shall be paid or allowed by an 
employer in the l^arish of Chatteris who, on 17th January, 1919, had 
failed to agree with any of the following employees a rate or scal^of 
w^ages or remuneration to be paid or allowed to such employee, snail 
from 17th January, 1919, until the commencement of the corn harvest 
in 1919 be as follows : — 


I. General Labourere and Yardmen. — 

(1) The wages payable for employment in agriculture of male 
general labourers and yardmen of x 8 years of age and over shall 
be at the rate of 42s. for a week of 48 hours. 

(2) The differential rates for overtime sliall be as follows : — 

(a) In respect of overtime employment on weekdays, 15. i\d, 
per hour. 

(b) In respect of overtime employment on Sundays, is, ^d. 

per hour. 

(3) For the purpose of the application of the above rates the 
.following employment is defined as overtime employment, 
that is to say : — 

(a) All employment in excess of 48 hours in any week 
(excluding Sunday), 

{b) All employment on a Sunday. 

(4) For the purpose of the above rates the hours of work shall not 

include meal times, but shall include any time during which 
by reason of weather conditions an employer has prevented 
from working a workman who was present at the place of 
employment and ready to work. 

Ik Rorsckecperc and Cowmen. — 

(x) The wages payable for employment of any male workman of 
18 years of age and over employed wholly or mainly as a 
horsekeeper or cowman shall be at the rate of 50s. a week for 
a week consisting of the hours of employment, whether on 
weekdays or on Sunday, customary in the Parish of Chatteris 
in the case of a worlonan so employed. 

(2) The differential rates for overtime shall be as follows : — 

(a) In respect of overtime employment on week days is, 3 Jd, 
per hour. 

(b) In respect of overtime employment on Sundays is. yd, 

per hour. 

(3) For the purpose of the application of the above rates all em* 
ployment customary in the Parish of Chatteris is hereby defined 
to be overtime employment. 
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(4) For the purpose of the above rates the hours of work shall not 
include meal times, but shall include any time during which 
by reason of weather conditions an employer has prevented 
from working a workman who was present at the place of 
employment and ready to work. 

III. Rootmen. — 

(1) The wages paj^ablc for cmploymcul as a rootman of i8 years 
of age and over shall be at the rate of ii5. a day of eight hours. 

(2) The differential rates for overtime shall be as follows : — 

{a) In respect of overtime employment on weekdays 15. 8 Jr/, 
per hour. 

(b) In respect of overtime employment on Sundays 25. o Jr/, 
per hour. 

(3) For the purpose of the application of the above rates the 

following employment is defined as overtime employment, 
that is to say : — 

(a) All employment in excess of eight hours in any weekday. 

(b) All employment on a Sunday. 

(4) For the purpose of the above rates the hours of work shall not 

include meal times, and shall not include any time during 
which by reason of weather conditions a rootman is unable 
to work. 

IV. Threshlngr Men. — 

(1) The wages payable for employment as a threshing man of 18 

years of age and over shall be at the rate of 12s, per day of 
eight hours. 

(2) The differential rates for overtime shall be as follows : — 

{a) Inrespectof overtime employment on w^eekdays 15 . io\(L 
per hour. 

(/?) In respect of overtime employment on Sundays 2S. ^d. 
per hour 

(3) For the purpose of the application of the above rates the 
following employment is defined as overtime employment, 
that is to say : — 

(a) All employment in excess of eight hours in any w^eekday , 
(«) All employment on a Sunday. 

(4) For the purpose of the above rates the hours of work shall not 

include meal times, and shall not include any time during which 
by reason of weather conditions a threshing man is unable to 
work. 

The provisions of the Order of the Agricultural Wages Board, dated 
6th September, 1918, as to benefits and advantages which may be 
reckoned as payment of wages in lieu of payment in cash, and of the 
determinations of values of ** Benefits and Advantages " in part 
pa3rment of minimum rates of wages fixed for Cambridgeshire, Hunting- 
donshire, and Bedfordshire (A.W. 333) shall apply to cases arising under 
this award. 
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Notices of Books. 


[APRIL, 


Revocation of Statutory 
Ruiei and Orders 
affecting Farmers. 


The folJowing Orders have recently been 
revoked by tJic Food C'ontroller : — 




Page of Journal 

No. of Onkr. 

Title of Order. 

in w'hich Order 
was Published. 

No. 22 of 1018 ... 

The Df'cr (Restriction of Feeding) 

February, 1918, 


Order, 1 01 8. 

p. 1319. 

No 402 of 1918... 

, The Glowing Grain Crop': Order, 

July, 1918. 

igi8. 

p. 48*. 


Clacion-on-Sia.- ICd. J. Kceblc. (ireat Oakley Hall, for unlawfully 
U'ling wheat for feeding poultiy, was fjiied 

Ediubw'f'h. — ^I'honias Stew'art, grain mer- 
Prosecutions dianl, of 2, Mornington Idace, wras charged 
of Farmers under wdh making a false statement to two Grain 
Statutory Rules and OlHi'ers of the Ministry of h'ood in connection 
Orders. with an application for a licf^nce for the use of 

dr(‘dge com as animal food. The defendant 
produced to the officers a samjile of diedge ( orn in a wet and damaged 
condition, and alleged that it wavS m this condition when he got the 
sample from the tenant of Hurnwvnd harm, Kirknewton. The tenant 
and her son ga\(‘ evideiK.e to the eflect that all the corn w^as dry and in 
good condition. The Sheriff said it was a bad case and imposed a fine 
£- 25 - 

Strood — John I'dward, Jim., dairy farmer, Groat Clayne Farm, 
t'halk, near (havesend, was charged on three summonses with scl'ing 
milk in excess of the maximum price to G. Baidcn, and three with 
entering into a fictitious trans.icUon for the sale. There were six other 
hunimc*nscs of a similar nature with reference to sujiplies of milk to 
J<. A. jMunn. (Jn the invoices delivered to Barden and Muiin the 
maximum price was stated, but extra payments were made to the 
defendant for tlie supplies. The public w^cre not charged more in 
i onset] ueuee, and Barden and Munn paid the extra amounts for the 
reason that they could not otherwuse obtain milk. On the twelve 
summonses the tlefendaul was fined £z^, with £j costs. {Maiional 
E'ood Journal, 12th March, 1919.) 


NOTICES OF BOOKS. 

Co-operation for Farmers, — lionel Smith-Gordon (London : Williams 
and Norgate, 1918, bs. net). Thi^ book seeks to supply the necessary 
information to those considering the foundation of co-operative societies. 
The co-operative system is defined and an account given of its historical 
<levek>pment. Other chapters deal wdth the application of co-operation 
to agriculture and the various types of societies. Attention is also given 
to the examples afforded by co-operation m Denmark, Germany, 
Ireland and the United States. An extensive bibliography is appended. 
The Farm Tractor Hanettmok. — George Sherwood (London : lliffe 8c 
Sons, Ltd., 1918, 55. net). — ^The aim of this book is to assist the farmer 
n chooiing from the increasing number of makes on the market a type 
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of tractor suitable to his conditions. It explains in simple language the 
general mechanism of these machines and their various parts. Chapters 
are devoted to Starting and Repairs, Different Tyj^es of Tractors, and 
Ploughing and Belt Work. A list is also given of tractor makers and 
agents in the United Kingdom. 

The Development of Engriieh Agrrioulture and Rural Life. — ^Arthur W. 
Ashby and Mabel K. Asliby (London : National lIome-rea<liiig Union 
Pamphlets, Science Series, No. i, 15.). — ^I'his pamphlet deals with the 
decline of British agriculture during the latter part of the Nineteenth 
Century and the defects in the system of agricultural employment, etc. 
It outlines the policy adopted during the War to combat the food shortage 
and to stimulate prodiu tion. The latter ]iart of the pamphlet is devoted 
to a discussion of the future inlluence of Ihe^ Corn Production Act on 
agriculture generalI3^ the wages, education and status of the agricultural 
worker, and the development of rural oiganisation, housing and social 
life. 

The World’s Moat Future. — A. W. Pcarsc (S\'(lixey [Australia], John 
Andrew dc Co., i()iS, 10.9. ()d.). — T'his book commences with a general 
analysis of the ])rcstul position and future outlook as regards meat 
supplies tliroughoLit the world. Subsequent chapters arc devoted to 
all the important meat-produciug couutri(‘s, ami, m mldition to the 
various branches of th<' imlustry under consideration, attention is given 
to stock breeding and raising. 


MISCELLANEOUS NOTES. 

Thl Litcrnational Crop Report and Af^ncnlUival Statistics for Miirch, 
1919, published by the Tiiternational Institute of Agriculture, gives 
jiarticul.irs concerning tli(‘ production of the 
Notes on Crop ( ('real crops in certain coimlnes in the Northern 
Prospects and Live llemis]>here. Wdieal, — 'L'he jiroduction in 
Stock Abroad. (iernl<lU3^ Denmark, Sfiam, ]•' ranee. United 
Kingdom, ltal3^ laix(*mburg, Norway. Nether- 
lands, Sweden, Switzerland, (.aiiada, United States, Britisli India, Japan, 
ICgypt, Morocco, and rums is estimated at 295.127,000 (jr. in 1918, 
against 2^9,836,000 qr. in 1917, or an increase of 231 per cent. Ry \ — 
The estimated production in Germany, Denmark, Spain, Ireland, Italy, 
Luxemburg, Norvva3^ Netherlands, SwenUm, Switzerland, ( anada, and 
United States is placed at 57,873,000 qr. in tgiS, or an increase of 21-3 
per cent, compared with 1917, when it amounted to 7,717,000 qr. 
Barley. — The production m Germany, Denmark, S[)aiu, United Kingdom, 
Italy, Luxemburg. Xorw*iy, Netherlands, Sweden, Switzerland, Canada, 
United Stales, Jaixin, ] 2 gy})t, Morocco, and Tunis is estimated to amount 
to 92,493,000 qr. ill 1918, against 81,728,000 qr. in 1917, or an increase 
of 1 3*2 per cent. Oaib. — It is estimated that the total yield in Germany, 
Denmark, Spain, Unilcfl Kingdom, Italy, J^uxemburg, Norway, Nether- 
lands, Sweden, Switzerland, Canada, United States, Japan, Morocco, 
and Tunis amounts to 295,123,000 qr. in 1918, against 281,912,000 qr. in 
1917, or an increase of 4 7 per cent. Maize. — ^The production in Spain, 
Italy, Switzerland, Canada, United States, Japan, and Morocco is 
estimated at 313,545,000 qr. in 1918, against 371,466,000 qr. in 1917, 
or a decrease of 15-6 per cent. 
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Agricultukal Conditions on ist Aprit. [april. 


•owfnff 0t Wintir Otrealt in tiie Northern Nomliplioro* — The areas 
estimated to have been sown with winter wheat in 1918-19, compared 
with the areas sown during the corresponding period of 1917-18, 
expressed as percentages, are as follows : — Denmark 89, France 98, 
England and Wales g(>, C anada 95, United States 116, British India 69. 
Japan 93 ; with rve : — Denmark 103, France 93, England and Wales 
95, United States 102 ; with barley : — ^France 103, Japan 108 ; with 
oats : — ranee 97. 

franco. — ^The area under winter wrheat is officially estimated at 
11,087,000 acres, against 11,266,000 acres last year, and 9,432,000 acres 
in 1917. A normal pre-war wheat acreage was about 16,000,000 acres, 
nearly all of whicli was winter wheat. (BroomhalVs Corn Trade News, 
28th March, loto.) 

According to a report published by the Ministrj^ of Agriculture on 
5th April, tlic condition of the crops on ist March was as follows (figures 
for Manii, 1918, in brackets) : — ^Winter wheat 69 (72) ; winter barley, 
70 (71) ; winter oats, 68 (71) ; and rye, 70 (73). good, 60= fair.) 

(Broomhairs Corn Trade News, 7th April, 1919.) 

United States. — According to a report issued on the 8th April by 
the Statistician of the Department of Agriculture, the average condition 
of winter wheat and rye in the tinted States on the ist April was 
estimated as follows : — Wheat, 99’ 8 per cent., compared with 98-5 per 
cent, in December last, and 78 (> per cent, a year ago ; and rye, 90 -6 per 
cent., compared with 83 8 per cent, a year ago. The total yield of 
wheal is estimated at 837,000,000 bush, against 558,449,000 bush. last 
year, and rye at 101,000,000 bush, compared with 89.103,000 bush. 
(The Londeni Gram, Seed and Oil Reporter, 8th April, 1919.) 

India. — The second official estimate of the acreage sowm with wheat 
in Hidia in 1918-19 is 23,733,000 acres, compared with 23,472,000 acres 
in the first estimate this season and 35,497,000 acres the final estimate 
for 1917-18. (Broomhairs Corn Trade News, 27th March, 1919.) 

According to the second official forecast issued on the iith March, 
the area sown with rape and mustard,, as reported up to date, is esti- 
mated at 2,930.000 acres compared with 3,933,000 acres in 1917-1918, 
and that sow^n with linseed 1,841,000 acres compared with 2,932,000 
acres. [The London Gram, Seed and Oil Reporter, 9th April, 1919.) 

South Africa. — According to the preliminary estimate, the acreage 
sowm wdth maize was 2,948,900 acres as compared with 3,298,546 acres 
last year, and the yield is estimated at 4,915,250 qr. against 3,998,840 qr. 
in 1918. (The London Grain, Seed and Oil Reporter, 3ist March, 1919.) 

Live Stock In Franco. — ^Tlie numbers of stock on the 3otli June, 
1918, were as follows (tlie corresponding numbers on the 1st July, 1917, 
being shown in brackets) : — Cattle, 13,314,856 (12,443,304) ; sheep, 
9»49b,3^5 {^0,586,^94} ; pigs, 4,020,897 (4,200,280). (International 
Crop Report and A gn cultural Statishcs, March, 1919.) 

The Crop Reporters of the Board, in reporting on agricultural condi- 
tions in England and Wales, state that the w^^et weather and frosts which 
prevailed during March, have everywhere 
AgfisoltHral hindered growth of the crops. Wheat is 
dsnditioiif ia England satisfactory on dry soils, particularly if sown 
and Wales early, but elsewhere it has suffered soifte^ 
on 1 st April. damage and its condition is hardly up to the 
average generally. The area under wheat 
appears to be less than last year by some lo per cent. Winter oats and 
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beans appear to have withstood the unfavourable weather better, and 
they mostly present a more favourable appearance. 

Spring cultivation and sowing have been nearly at a standstill during 
the month, except on light and dry ground, where a certain amount was 
done. Work is consequently much in arrnrs — by a fortnight or more 
in most places. Scarcely any potatoes have been ]')lanted, except a few 
earlies here and there : and in many districts no preparation of the 
ground for this crop has j^et been bcmin 

Seeds are very often pai<‘hv J’-nd biukward , a certain amount of 
damage appears to have been done a ml ‘'ome fields are being re- 
ploughed : they arc hardjy so pronn- ng ns a mouth ago. 

Lambing is now general all over the cfumlry, except m the hill 
districts. Reports are very uniform * ^ are in relatively poor condi- 

tion : the fall of lambs is about up to : \u' a voi age. thoiigli poorer reports 
are to hand from a few neighbourhoods , and mortality, especially 
among lambs, is somewhat heavier than usual owing to the unfavourable 
weather. 

Skilled labcfur of all kinds is still scarce, and but little improvement 
can be noted during the month, although the demand has not been so 
heavy as is usual during March, owing to the weather preventing work 
in the fields. 


The following local summaries give further details regarding agri- 
cultural labour in the different districts of England and Wales : — 

Northumberland, Durham, Cumhcvland and 
Agricultural Westmorland , — ^The supply of labour is still 

Labour in deficient, particularly skilled men, but the 

England and Wales shortage has not been very keenly felt owing 
during March. to the unfavourable weather. 

Lancashire and Cheshire . — The supply of 
labour is still short, especially skilled hands. 

Yorkshire . — There is a marked shortage of horsemen, and other 
skilled labour is also somewhat deficient ; otherwise the supply meets 
the farmers' requirements. 

Shropshire and Stafford . — ^The supply of labour is very scarce, and 
generally the deficiency appears to be as great as ever it has been. 

Derby, Notiinghant, Tj'iccstir, and Rutland. — Skilled labour is par- 
ticularly deficient, ('onditions appear to be getting a in lie easier, but 
the demand for labour is not yet so great as usual at this lime of year, 

Lincoln and Norfolk — Tlie situation has somewhat nrijiioved, and, 
owing to work having been reiarcled by the wet weather, the supply of 
labour has proved sufficient for requirements in some districts, but gener- 
ally there is still a defitu ury, horsemen being often dilficailt to obtain. 

Suffolk, Cambifd^^c and Huntingdon . — Occasionally the supply of 
labour is sufficient for requirements, but generally it is still deficient, 
horsemen and cattlemen being particularly scarce. 

Bedford, Northampton, and Warwick . — labour is generally sufficient 
but there is an urgent need of horsemen and cattlemen. 

Buckingham, Oxford, and Berkshire . — There is still a shortage of 
skilled labour of all kinds, which will be more severely felt when the 
weather improves. 

Worcester, Hereford, and Gloucester . — ^The supply of labour is some 
wh^rt easier, but there is still a shortage, especially of skilled men. 

1 
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Cornwall, Devon, and .Somerset.— There is still a shortage of labour, 
particularly of •horsemen and cattlemen, and wages are rising. 

Dorset, Wiltshire, and Hampshire , — The supply of labour is still 
short, but there are indications of some improvement, and under the 
past weather conditions the supply has been about sufficient to meet 
requirements. 

Surrey, Kent, and Sussex . — Owing to farm work having been delayed 
by the weather, the supply of labour has been sufficient for requirements 
in some districts, but generally there is a shortage, horsemen sometimes 
being difficult to obtain. 

Essex, Hertford, and Usually a fair supply of labour is 

available, but there is a .sliortage of skilled and casual hands in a few 
districts. 

North Wales . — Labour is still deficient except in a few districts, and 
the shortage may be keenly felt when improved conditions allow farm 
work to make normal progress. 

Mid Wales . — Generally the supply of labour appears to be about 
sufficient to meet requirements, though there is a scarcity of all classes 
in some districts. 

^ South Wales . — labour is scarce, and farmers view the whole question 
of farm labour with great apprehension. The scarcity will be seriously 
felt later when the weather settles. 


Statement showing the Average Price of British Corn, per 
Quarter (Imperial Measure), for the Quarter ending 
Lady Day, 1919, pursuant to the Corn Returns Act, 1882. 

Wheat. Barley. Oats, 

s. d. s. d. s. d. 

72 6 62 4 48 7 


Average Prices of British Wheat, Barley, and Oats at 
certain Markets during the Month of March, 1917, 
X9X8, and 1919. 



Wheat. 

Barley, 


Oats. 


1917. 

1918. 

I 9 i 9 ‘ 

>9>7. 

1918. 

1919. 

1917. 

191 S. 

1919. 


«. 4 i. 

r. d- 

I. d. 

t. d. 

«. d. 

s. 

d . 

5. d. 

«. d. 

f. d 

Lendoa 

81 2 

73 7 

72 11 

66 I 

56 2 

62 

6 

52 3 

5 * 7 

51 3 

Norwich 

78 2 

7 * 3 

72 8 

j ^3 3 

56 8 

62 

6 

49 2 

47 8 

SO 1 

Peterborough 

79 « 

71 to 

72 2 

1 64 0 

$6 7 

61 

11 

49 4 

49 8 

47 7 

Linool& 

8( 1 

71 u 

72 7 

i ^5 X 

56 10 

62 

10 

50 I 

54 7 

47 4 

DoBCMter 

79 7 

71 11 

71 10 

! H 4 

$6 4 

62 

8 

49 It 

^ 0 

47 0 

Sullibury ... 

78 7 

71 7 

7 « 5 

Li: 

57 7 

62 

3 

48 8 

^ 11 

46 to 





1919.3 
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Aybkagb Prices of British Com per Quarter of 8 Imperial 
BuidielSf computed from the Returns received under the Com 
Returns Act, 1882, in each Week in 1917, 1918 and 1919. 



HOTB.'-'Rctwmt of poreluLiet by weight or wckbed wcetiiro ero comrcrted to 
taiooflal B oriurti o t following latoei Wheat, A Ib.t Borleyi Ib,; OaUj 
w* Itopeeial Boohel* 
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PRICES OF AGRICULTURAL PRODUCE. 

Average Prices of Live Stock in England and Wales 
in March and February, 1919. 

{Compiled from Reports received from Ike Board’s Market 

Reporters.)' 



March. 

February. 

•*-v • , • 





XJCSCllptlOQe 

First 

Second 

First 

Second 


Grade. 

Grade. 

Grade. 

Grade. 


per cwt. 

per cwt. 

per cwt 

per cwt. 

Fat Stock 

live weight. 

live weight. 

live weight. 

live weight. 

Cattle : — 

X. d. 

X. d. 

X. d. 

X. a. 

Polled Scott ... 

81 8 

76 3 

80 8 

75 0 

Hereford! 

81 4 

75 10 

80 2 

75 0 

Shorthorns 

80 9 

75 8 

79 10 

74 JO 

Devons 

80 9 

75 5 

80 2 

75 2 

Welsh Runts 

— 


79 0 

76 0 

Fat Cows 

75 9 

67 8 

74 9 

66 10 


First 

Second 

First 

Second 


Quality. 

Quality 

Quality. 

Quality. 


per lb.* 

per lb.* 

per lb.* 

per lb.* 


d. 

d. 

d. 

d. 

Veal Calves 

Sheep : — 

I2i 

lOi 

I2i 

II 

Downs 


Mi 

Mi 

Mi 

Longwools 

I4J 

Mi 

Mi 

Mi 

Cheviots 

Ml 

Mi 

Mi 

Mi 

Blackfaced 

Mi 

Mi 

Mi 

Mi 

Welsh 

Mi 

Mi 

Mi 

Mi 

CrotS'breds 

Ml 

Mt 

Mi 

Mi 


per score. 

per score. 

per score. 

per score. 


live weight, live weight. 

live weight.! live weight. 

Pigs 

X. d. 

X. d. 

X. d 

X. d. 

Bacon Figs 

21 0 

21 0 

21 0 

21 0 

Porkers 

21 0 

21 0 

21 0 

21 0 

Lean Stock ; — 

per head. 

per head. 

per head. 

per head. 

Milking Cows : — 

£ f* 

£ 

i 

£ 

Shorthorns— In Milk 

50 0 

36 15 

si 18 

38 14 

,, — Calvers ... | 

44 I 

33 10 

45 

34 “ 

Other Breeds — In Milk 

44 2 

32 0 

45 6 

37 4 

,, — Calvers 


— 



Calves for Rearing 

Store Cattle : — 

3 9 

2 12 

3 9 

2 12 

Shorthorns — Yearlings 

16 9 

>3 S 

16 10 

13 7 

,, —Two-year-olds... 

26 2 

21 16 

25 J 7 

21 17 

„ — Three-year- olds 

35 0 

30 M 

33 18 

28 18 

Hertfords — Two-year-oldi... 

27 0 

22 0 

26 17 

22 12 

Devons — *> 

26 15 

22 12 

27 10 

22 19 

Welsh Runts — m 

Store Sheep ; — 

Hoggs, Hoggets, Tegs, and 
Lambs — 

27 0 

22 2 

27 0 

22 0 

X. d. 

1 

: /. d. 

X. d. 

X, d. 

Downs or Longwools 

00 

S 9 >o 

68 10 

55 4 

Store Pigs ; — 



8 to 12 weeks old 

46 10 

i- s 

44 5 

30 9 

12 to id „ ... 

«3 7 

! 6* s 

79 >0 

59 4 


* Bstimuted carcMf weight. 

Nerx.— The prices per lb. for sheep do not include the value of the skins or pelts* which 
durinfc March made prices equivalent to an additional ad, per lb. of the carcass weight 
for Downs and Cross-breds* i^d. for Lon^ools* Cheviots and Blackfaced* and i|d.lor 
Welsh* and during February* i|d. per lb. tor Downs and Cheviots* ad, for Longwools 
and Ctosa^bteds, and i}d. for Blackfaced and Welsh* 
tn addition to the price quoted above lor sheep per lb., eellers were entitled, under the Live 
Stock ISaies} Order, 1918* to charge an extra amount ranging from ss. to loi. per 
head doting March, and as. dd. to w. ed. daring February, according to the weight ed 
theidtonp^ 
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Average Prices of Provisions, Potatoes and Hay at 
certain Markets in England in March, 1919. 

(Compiled from Reports received from the Board’s Market 

Reporters.) 



Bristol. 

Liverpool. 

London. 

Description. 

First 

Quality. 

Second 

Quality. 

First 

Quality. 

Second 

Quality. 

First 

Quality. 

Second 

Quality. 




/. d . 

s . d . 

d . 

/. d . 

i-. d . 

s , d : 

Buttre : — 

per 13 lb. 

per 12 lb. 

per 12 lb. 

per 12 lb. 

per 12 lb. 

per 12 lb. 

British 

— 

— 



27 6 

— 

Irish Creamery — Fresh 

per cwt. 

per cwt. 

per cwt. 

per cwt. 

per cwt. 

per cwt. 

— 



— 

— 

— 

,, Factory 

.... 






— 

— 

Imported (Controlled) 

252 0 

— 

252 0 

— 

25a 0 


Chbbsb 

British— 







Cheddar 

158 6 

— 


— 

158 6 
120 lb. 

- 

Cheshire 

— 

— 

— 

— 

X70 0 
per cwt. 

— 

Canadian 

158 6 

— 

158 6 

— 

158 6 

— 

Bacon : — 







Irish (Green) 

189 6 

— 

189 6 

— 

189 6 

— 

Canadian (Green sides) 

185 0 

— 

185 0 

— 

185 0 

— 

Hams : — 

York (Dried or 

i 






Smoked) 

— 

— 

— 

— 


— 

Irish (Dried or Smoked) 

— 

— 


— 

— 

— 

American (Green) 







(Ions cut) 

178 6 

— 

178 6 

— 

178 6 

— 

Eggs : — 

per 120. 

per 120. 

per 120. 

per X 20 . 

per 120. 

per 120. 

British 

* — 

— 


— 

35 7 

32 XX 

Irish 



34 0 

31 6 

3 * 3 

30 0 

Danish 


' — 

34 8 

32 4 

33 6 

31 6 

Potatoes 

per ton. 

per ton. 

per ton. 

per ton. 

per ton. 

per ton. 

Arran Chief 

f8o 0 

x6o 0 

20X 6 

*95 0 

190 0 

— 

Edward VTI 

215 0 

192 6 

203 6 

19X 6 

200 0 

— 

Up-tshDate 

aio 0 

x8o 0 

163 6 

— 

— 

— 

Hay:— 







ClOTer 








— 

Meadow 


— 

— 

— 

— 
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Average Prices of Dead Meat at certain Markets in 
England in March, 1919. 

{Compiled front Reports received from the Board’s Market 
Reporters.) 


Description. 

Quality. 

Birming- 

ham. 

Leeds. 

Liver- 

pool. 

London. 

Man- 

chester. 

Bbsf 

j 

per cwt. 

per cwt. 

per cwt. 

per cwt. 

per cwt. 

I 

j. 


j. 


r. d. 

s. 


/. 


English 

1st ^ 

118 

i 

1x8 

6 

— 


X18 

6 

iiH 

6 

and! 

118 

6 

118 

6 

— 


118 

6 

xi8 

6 

Cow and Bull 

1st ' 

118 

6 

118 

6 

1x8 

6 

1x8 

6 

118 

6 

2nd! 

118 

6 

118 

6 

99 

6 

X04 

0 

100 

6 

Irish : Port Killed 

1st ! 

lao 

6 




1x8 

6 

X18 

6 

X18 

6 

! 2nd : 






X18 

6 

xiS 

6 

118 

6 

Argentine Frozen — 

i 











Hind Quarters 

1st 

134 

0 

*34 

0 

*34 

0 

*34 

0 

*34 

0 

Fore „ 

American Frozen — 

1st 1 

103 

6 

X03 

6 

103 

6 

*03 

6 

*03 

6 

Hind Quarters 

JSt 1 

13 * 

6 

131 

6 

* 3 * 

6 

* 3 * 

6 

* 3 * 

6 

Fore „ 

Canadian Frozen — 

1st 1 

1 

101 

0 

101 

0 

lOI 

0 

lOI 

0 

lox 

0 

Hind Quarters 

1st 

131 

6 

* 3 * 

6 

* 3 * 

6 

* 3 * 

6 

-132 

0 

Fore „ 

1st 

lOI 

0 

101 

0 

101 

0 

101 

0 

xoa 

0 

V*AL !- 












British 

1st 

99 

6 

99 

6 

99 

6 

99 

6 

99 

6 


and 

99 

6 


0 

85 

0 

87 

0 

84 

6 

Foreign 

1st 










Mutton 












Scotch 

1st 

«5 

6 

*25 

6 

125 

6 

1*5 

6 

125 

6 

English 

and 

125 

6 

125 

6 

*25 

6 

*25 

6 

125 

6 

1st 

125 

6 

*25 

6 



*25 

6 

*25 

6 


and 

125 

6 

*2$ 

6 

— 


*25 

6 

125 

6 

Irish: Port Killed 

1st 





125 

6 



*25 

6 


and 

: — 




125 

6 

— 


125 

6 

Argentine Frozen 

1st 

I'las 

6 

125 

6 

125 

6 

*25 

6 

*25 

6 

New Zealand ,, 

1st 









123 

6 

Australian „ 

ist 

t 


— 


— 






Lamb 


! 










British 

xst 





.... 







and 

1 


.... 








New Zealand 

1st 

*23 

6 



**3 

6 

*25 

6 

123 

6 

Attstralian 

1 st 



— 







Argentine 

1st 

! 

6 

*25 

6 

*25 

6 

*25 

6 

125 

6 

Poix:— 












British 

1st 

*49 

6 

*49 

6 

*49 

6 

*49 

6 

<49 

6 

Froaea 

andi 

149 

d 





*49 

6 

— 


ist 1 





— 
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DISEASES OF ANIMALS ACTS 1894 to 1914. 

Numbbr of Outbreaks, and of Animals Attacked or Slaughtered. 


GREAT BRITAIN. 

(From the Returns of the Board of Agriculture and Fisheries,) 


Disbasb. 

March. 

Thrbb Months 
ENDBD March. 

1919. 

1918. 

1919* 

1918. 

Authraac 

Outbreaks 

18 

3a 

51 

86 

Animals attacked 

23 

37 

70 

100 

Foot-and-Mouth Disease 
Outbreaks 

3 


»9 


Animals attacked 

17 

— 

106 

— 

Glanders (including Farcy) 
Outbreaks 

3 

6 

3 

9 

Animals attacked 

16 

26 

16 

30 

Parasitic Mange 

Outbreaks 

7s8 

580 

3,118 

1.859 

Animals attacked 

Xi 399 

I1I24 

1 4 i 3 i 3 

3 i 592 

Rabies 



' 


Number of cases 

11 

...I 

30 


(» II affected ... 

11 

— 

I *7 

— 

,, ,, other animals 





affected 

— 

— 

! 3 

— 

Sheep-scab : — 



' 


Outbreaks 

42 

40 

193 

201 

Swine Fever:— 





Outbreaks 

120 

82 

275 

t 95 

Swine slaughtered as diseased 



or exposed to infection ... 

45 

4 * 

95 

76 


IRELAND. 

(From the Returns of the Department of Agriculture and Technical 
Instruction for Ireland,) 
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Weather in England during March, [april, 1919 


tim WMtiMr In infftand during Maroh. 



Temperature. 

j Rainfall. 

i 

1 Bright 

Sunslnne. 

District. 

I 

a . 



a • 

1 W 

■li 

t 

a . 


X 

0 

Amount. 

0 *> 

Q a 

a 

K 



••3 

a 

! 5 S 

Q-< 



te s; 


=3 

Q 

u 


•F. 

•F. 

In. 

1 

Mm.* 

Mm.* 


Hours. 

Hours 

W$€h $nding 8 th Mav.i 

386 

1 


l6 

1 



-0-8 

England, N.K. 

— i-o 

0*62 

1 + 4 

4 

3*5 

England, K 

42 0 

+ «-9 

i'o6 

37 

+16 

6 

*'5 

—1*8 

Midland Counties ... 

40*4 

-fo '5 

1*03 

26 

+14 

6 

2*0 

— 1*0 

England, S.£. 

44*4 

+ 3*3 

1*97 

50 

1 + 3 

7 

1*8 

—1*6 

England, N.W. ... 

39'0 

— 1'2 

I -28 

33 

-I-16 

5 

2'3 

—•*6 

England, S.W. ... 

43*7 

+ 2'I 

1'98 

50 

+*9 

7 

3'7 

- 0'7 

English Channel ... 

W$$h $nding iKth M(w.: 
England, N.E. 

47*4 

+3'* 

1-86 

47 

+ 28 

6 

3*6 

— 0'2 

40- 1 

-0*7 

I'll 

28 

+ 19 

6 

O'S 

—3*3 

England, E 

42*0 

+0-9 

0'42 

11 

+ 3 

5 

l'8 

—2*0 

Midland Counties ... 

40*6 

—O' 7 

1*39 

35 

-f36 

4 

2*1 

-*•4 

England, S.E. 

43*x 

+0-9 

0*37 

9 

I 

5 

3*5 

-1*3 

England, N.W. 

40' 2 

— 1*2 

1*54 

39 

+26 

4 

2'2 

— 1*2 

England, S.W. 

41*9 

— n'7 

1*23 

31 

+ *7 

5 

3*3 

+0-3 

English Channel ... 

45*8 

-f-0'5 

0-88 

22 

+U 

6 

4*3 

— 0*6 

W$$h $ndiHg 22nd Mar.: 




x8 

+ 8 



[ 

England, N.E. 

37*0 

—4*1 

0*70 

4 

3*5 

—1*9 

England, E 

Midland Counties ... 

37 a 

36*6 

—4*3 

-4*6 

0*47 

I 58 

12 

40 

0 

+*9 

5 

4 

2*0 

3'X 

— 2'3 
—1*7 

England, S.E. 


—4*3! 

104 

26 

tit 

5 

1*4 

— 3-0 

England. N.W. ... 

36*8 

-4*8 1 

I'21 

3* 

4 

3*3 

—1*7 

England, S.W. 

39-3 

—3*6 1 

1*28 

33 

+I6 

4 

3*3 

—1*1 

English Channel ... 

W§$h ending 2gthMdr.t 
England, K.E. 

429 

—3*5 1 

0*98 

35 

+10 

5 

3*4 

~**5 

35-4 

— 6-6 

0*17 

4 

— 6 

3 

5*3 

■fO'8 

England, E. ... 
Midland Counties ... 

35*6 

35*2 

-7*3; 

”7*5 

0*27 

0'28 

7 

7 

— X 

— 3 

2 

3 

5*4 

5*6 

•fo'7 

+1*4 

England, S.E. 

37*5 

-6-4 

0*48 

12 

+ 3 

3 

5*1 

+0*3 

England, N.W. ... 


-7*2 

0*43 

IX 

— 4 

2 

5*5 

+ 1*0 

England, S.W. ... 

368 

-7*3 1 

o-6o 

15 

0 

4 

5 7 

*4"0*8 

English Channel ... 

41*7 

-5*3 1 

1*^22 

31 

+19 

6 

3*0 

-2*8 


1 inch = 3 5*4 xniilimctres. 
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EDITORIAL NOTES. 

It is desirable to impress upon the public that rabies or 
hydrophobia is a disease of a very serious and dangerous 
nature, not only to dogs, but to human 
Rabiei. beings affected by it. All the drastic 
steps which are being taken to stamp 
out the disease are almost certain to be rendered nugatory 
if dogs are smuggled from abroad or are surreptitiously moved 
from one district to another contrary to the precautionary 
regulations in force. Further, heavy responsibility rests upon 
all who knowingly and wilfully disobey the Orders which have 
been made for the general welfare of the community, 
inasmuch as their action affects others. 

The great risk of the spread of this terrible disease 
through failure to notify suspicious cases, whether in 
ignorance or otherwise, should cause anyone having knowledge 
of any case in which the behaviour of a dog is abnormal to 
inform the police without an hour’s delay. Such action may 
make all the difference between stamping out the disease and 
distributing it, between health and disease, and between life 
and death to human beings. 

**««*• 

The statement that there was an estimated increase of about 
a quarter of a million pigs on farms in England and Wales on 
1st April compared with the same^date 
Pig Keeping. last year is gratifying so far as it shows an 
increase rather than a decrease, but inas- 
much as pigs normally vary somewhat widely in numbers at 
different dates, and as there had been a very heavy falling-off 
since the outbreak of War (over three-quarters of a million, or 

K 
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31 per cent., in England and Wales in the four years ending June 
last), we have much leeway to make up before the pre-war 
position is reached. Farmers, however, need scarcely more than 
a reminder that even the pre-war basis is unsatisfactory, for this 
country should be in a position to rear many more pigs than it 
ever has done. The rearing of more pigs will be a great benefit to 
farmers, as not only are pork and bacon required for the home 
market, but a keen demand for breeding pigs for export may cer- 
tainly be expected. Pigs also afford an economic outlet for 
feeding stuffs, which may now be much more freely obtained. 
Finally, the consuining public, while fully grateful for supplies 
from almost any source during the War, recognises that most of 
the imported bacon and hams have been inferior to home- 
cured, and is accordingly prepared to take the latter in in- 
creased quantities. The pig is prolific, is easily fed and reared, 
yields a quick and not unprofitable return, and makes more 
economic use of its food in the production of meat than any 
other class of farm livestock. To attain the best results, from 
the point of view of vigour, quality and economy, especially 
breeding pigs, pigs should be kept more largely on open-air 
principles, for the pig is a grazer and can make use of fairly 
considerable quantities of green fodder in conjunction with 
concentrated foods. 

>ic ♦ ♦ 4c Xe « 


The Society of Motor Manufacturers and Traders have 
arranged for trials of agricultural tractors and self-contained 


Lincoln Tractor 
Trials. 


motor ploughs of all kinds to be held at 
Lincoln in September. Entries are in- 
vited for both internal combustion and 


steam-driven machines. The trials will not be confined to 


ploughing and cultivating, but will include also hauling and 
threshing. The tractors (and self-contained motor-ploughs) 
and the hauled implements will be reported upon separately. 
Regard will be had to the total weight of the machines, the 
pressure per square foot, cost in proportion to draw-bar, ease 
of handling, mechanical construction and reliability ; imple- 
ments will be judged upon their construction, adaptability 
and the quality of work done. The judges have been appointed 
by the National Farmers' Union. 


These trials are the first extensive tests to be carried out 


in this country after the close of the War. In October, 1917, 
noteworthy trials were conducted in Scotland, but the restric- 
tion of British enterprise which had been caused by war con- 
ditions was reflected in the comparatively few entries by 
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British firms. It is known that many British firms have 
made great endeavours since the conclusion of the Armistice 
to produce tractors which will compete in design, reliability 
and price with imported machines, and the Lincoln trials should 
be of especial interest from this point of view. 

The Board of Agriculture, through the instrumentality of 
the Food Production Department, have done a great deal of 
work in importing and working a large number of machines of 
varied types, and it is not too much to say that in two years 
they have been responsible for experimental work which nor- 
mally would have been spread over a decade. The tractor has 
now been familiarised to the farmer, and the mistrust or even 
hostility with which it was regarded at the beginning of 1917 
has changed completely to an appreciation of its essential 
place in agriculture. Fhe lessons, too, which have been taught 
by tractors under conditions existing in the British Isles have 
not been lost on manufacturers, whether in America or in this 
country, and there should be a great deal of evidence in the 
forthcoming trials of experience gained during the last two 
years. 

« 1|( 1|( 9 K 41 9 |( 

The War has witnessed a considerable development in the 
home production of food in this country, and not the least 
gratifying feature has been the line achieve- 
Allotments. ment of allotment holders who have 
largely contributed in the national emer- 
gency to the food supplies of the country. The annual pro- 
duction of an estimated quantity of not less than 500,000 tons 
of valuable food by allotment holders throughout England 
and Wales is a result in which the growers may take a justifiable 
pride. The hope may be expressed that in the present season 
the British people, individually and collectively, will ensure 
that the stimulus thus given to gardening shall continue, and 
not die out with the cessation of hostilities. If the good result 
stated can be obtained under stress of war-time conditions of 
work, even more might be accomplished under conditions of 
peace. There is a tendency at present for shorter hours in 
industry. Shorter hours, however, should not imply idleness 
outside working hours, but rather more time in which to pur- 
sue other interests, and the growing of garden produce is not 
only productive but attractive and profitable, while it offers 
heaJthy spare-time employment which is highly beneficial 
to those who follow a sedentary occupation or business 
life. ‘ 


K 2 
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THE INFLUENCE OF FARMYARD 
MANURE ON THE CLOVER 
CROP. 

E. J. Russell, F.R.S., D.Sc., 

Dirtetor of the Rotkamsted Experimental Station, 

Harpenden, Herts. 

An enormous amount of experimental work has been carried 
out during the last 35 years in connection with the manuring 
of farm crops, so much indeed that it might be thought there 
could be no possible scope for more. In the main the work has 
been concerned with the effects of artificial fertilisers on single 
crops, especially on cereals, roots and grass. 

Few experiments have been made on the clover crop, in spite 
of its great importance in &e rotation. This is probably the 
result of its liability to " sickness,” which rules out all possibility 
of continuous experiments, such as those at Rothamsted, 
Wobm-n and elsewhere, on cereals and roots. A certain number 
of experiments have been on grass mixtures containing clover, 
but these have been mostly in the north and west of England, 
where such leys are down for a longer period and, therefore, 
assume more obvious importance than in the southern and 
eastern counties, where the ley usually consists of pure clover 
and is down for one year only. 

It is well recognised now, however, that clover plays a 
unique part in the rotation by providing stores of nitrogen not 
only for itself, but also for succeeding crops. Obviously, any 
treatment that increases the clover crop may be expected to 
react on the following cereal crop, and any improvement that 
may result would thus exert a twofold effect, giving not only 
more clover, but rendering possible a larger cereal crop. 

One of the fields at Rothamsted was laid out in 1904 to test 
the residual value of a number of manures, including farmyard 
manure, shoddy, guano, rape cake, superphosphate, bone meal 
and basic slag. No regular rotation was adopted, but clover 
was avoided. This rather unusual course was followed because 
it was desired to avoid the complication that a clover crop 
would certainly have introduced. After the experiment had 
gone on for twelve years it was decided to make a change and 
to introduce clover : the twelfth crop had been mangolds. A 
crop of wheat was, therefore, taken as the thirteenth crop in 
this was seeded with clover, to which no manure 

was given. 
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The field is divided into eight strips, each of which receives 
a particular manure. The manure is not apjfiied eadi year 
over the whole strip, however, but only over part. The strip 
is divided into five plots, one of which is unmanured, while 
each of the other four receives a dressing of manure in turn, 
so that four years elapse before any particular plot receives a 
second dressing. 

Table I . — Yield of Clover on Little Hoos Field, 1917. 


Dun}^ (ordinary), 
lO Ions ^)er acre 


Dung (cake -fed), 
iG tons per acre. 


Shoddy, 

956 lb. per acre. 


Guano, 

776 lb. per acre. 


Rape Cake, 

1,0361b. per acre. 


Superphosphate, 
600 lb. per acre. 


Bone Meal, 

430 lb. per acre. 


Basic Slag, f JJj 
600 Jb. per acre. 


Date of 

Yield of 

Qover per Acre. 

Application. 

ist Crop 

2nd Crop 

Total. 

Control* 

Nov., 1915 

19T3 •• 

1914 •• 

April, 1915 

cwt. 

19*7 

38-2 

31-7 

26-2 

31-9 

cwt. 

22*2 

27*4 

277 

26-6 

26-1 

cwt. 

41-9 

65-6 

59*4 

52-8 

58-0 

Nov., 1915 
C'ontrol 

1913 »• 

1914 •• 

April, 1915 

I9-I 

34*3 

35-8 

327 

27-2 

217 

26-9 

20*1 

26-9 

65 -6 
40-8 

61 ;2 

61 *9 
59-6 

Nov., 1915 

17-6 

24*0 

41 ‘6 

19TI 

i8*6 

217 

40 '3 

Control 

207 

24*6 

45-3 

1914 •• 

197 

25 I 

44-8 

April, 1915 

17-0 

26-6 

44-2 

Nov . 1915 

19-1 

2 7 •4" 

^6-6 

I 9 M 

i8*0 

24*0 

42*6 

1914 . . . . 1 

1 217 

25-6 

47*3 

! Control 

I 20-4 

27-2 

47-6 

1 Apnl, 1915 

' 197 

29*0 

487 

Nov., 1915 

[ i8-6 


1 44*2 

1913 . . ‘ . . j 

i8-9 

26-1 

1 45 0 

1914 .. .. 1 

197 

24*3 

44-0 

Apnl, 1915 . . 1 

20-2 

28-2 

48-4 

Control . . ; 

24.1 

28-3 

52-6 

Control 

14-2 1 

20*9 

41 -r 

Nov., 1915 

I8.I 

23*8 

41 -9 

>913 •• 

1 6-5 

25-9 

42*4 

1914 • • 

19*9 

29-3 

49*2 

Apnl, 1915 . . 

23*0 ! 

30 -8 

. 53*8 

Nov., 1915 

147 

29*0 

43*7 

1913 .. 

15-2 

29-3 

44*5 

Control 

147 

29*0 

43*7 

1914 •• 

17.8 

29-5 

47*3 

Apnl. 1915 . . 

18*9 

29*3 

48-2 

Nov., 1915 

* 4-3 ! 

24-6 1 

‘“ 48*9 

1913 .. 

21 7 

23*8 

45*5 

1914 .. 

23*3 

22*5 

45*8 

April, 1915 . . 

21 -O 

22*8 

43*8 

Control 

i8-o ^ 

23-6 ^ 

41 *6 


* In all cases the control plots had been without mannie siiice 1904. 
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In consequence, some of the clover plots had received manure 
for the pteceding wheat crop, others for the mangold crop 
grown two years before, others for the barley preceding the 
mangolds, others for the swedes preceding the barley, while 
others again, described as controls, had had no manure 
since 1904. 

The whole field received 3 cwt. of sulphate of {>otash in 
1906, and 2 cwt. in 1911. 

The results are given in detail in Table I. They bring out 
the very interesting fact that none of the manures except 
farmyard manure has any marked effect in increasing the clover 
crop. Rape cake, guano and shoddy seem to have no effect 
at all, even when applied to the preceding wheat crop. Super- 
phosphate, bone meal and basic slag may have had a small 
effect, but nothing very definite. Farmyard manure, on the 
other hand, has had a striking effect ; the clover grown after 
manured wheat gave crops as follows : — 

Yield of Clover, 


Manure Applied 


Cwt, per Acre, 


to preceding Wheat Crop. 

1st Cut, 

2nd Cut, 

Total, 

No manure (mean of eight plots) 

18-9 

25'4 

44'3 

Farmyard manure (ordinary) 

38-2 

27*4 

65*6 

,, ,, (cake-fed) 

38-4 

27-2 

656 

Shoddy 

17*6 

24'0 

41-6 

Guano . . 

19-4 

27-4 

46-8 

Rape cake 

i8-6 

256 

44*2 

Superphosphate 

181 

238 

41*9 

Bone meal 

14-7 

29-0 

43*7 

Basic slag . . 

24*3 

24’ 6 

489 


Therci is, however, a further striking result. The effect of 
farmyard manure is not exhausted after a single season : 
dressings applied two, three, or even four years beforehand 
produced the following notable increases in crop : — 


Farmyard Manure 1 
Applied in igiS- ) 


Clover Crop of 1917. 

Cwt, per Acre, 

1915. 1915- 1914. 1913. None 

(Nov. 24) (Apr. 2) applied. 

Ordinary dung .. .. 65*6 58*0 52-8 59 4 41*9 

Cake-fed dung ,, .. 65*6 59'6 61*9 61*2 40 8 

The broad result of the experiment is that farmyard manure 
has caused increases in the clover crop, no matter when it was 
applied in the rotation, while the other fertilisers have not. 
This is shown in the summary of all the plots given on the 


next page. 

All the results are higher than usual at Rothamsted, doubtless 
one consequence of the long period, exceeding fourteen years, 
that had intervened since the preceding clover crop. This is 
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no more than might have been expected, but it would hardly 
have been anticipated that farmyard manure would prove to 
be the only fertiliser that had left any residue of benefit to 
the clover. 

Yield of Clover, 1917 . 


Manure Applied during the 

15/ Cut, 

2nd Cut, 

Total, 

Four Preceding Years, 

Cwt, 

Cwt, 

Cwt, 


per Acre, 

per Acre, 

per Acre, 

No manure 

i8*9 

25-4 

44*3 

Farmyard manure (ordinary) 

320 

27*0 

59-0 

»> ,, (cake-ffed) 

35‘3 

26-8 

62-1 

Shoddy 

18-4 

24*3 

42*7 

Guano . . 

19-9 

26*5 

46-4 

Rape cake 

19-4 

26-0 

45-4 

Artificials 

19-5 

267 

46*2 


That of course is a very important practical consideration. 
Not only was the extra ton of clover valuable, but there was a 
distinct effect on the following wheat crop grown in 1918. 


Yield of Wheat, 1918 , 
Clover, following Clover of 1917 . 
Manure Applied to Mangolds, 1917 . Dressed Total 

1915 . Grain. Straw. Produce. 

Cwt Bush. Cwt. Lb. 

per Acre, per Acre, per Acre, per Acre. 


No manure . . 

• • 44'3 

36*8 

37*3 

6,775 

Farmyard manure (ordinary) 

. . 59-0 

43*<> 

43*3 

7,888 

,, ,, (cake- fed) 

.. 62-1 

45*1 

45*3 

8,209 

Shoddy 

.. 42*7 

34*7 

34*8 

6,392 

Guano 

. . 46*4 

36* 5 

36-9 

6,751 

Rape cake . . 

• • 45-4 

360 

37*7 

6,774 

Artificials 

46-2 

37*1 

368 

6,732 


The higher clover crop was followed by a- higher wheat crop 
and there was a gain of no less than 8 bush, of wheat and 
']\ cwt. of straw in the plots which had carried a good clover 
crop as compared with those which had not. 

Several considerations may be adduced to account for 
the effect of the farmyard manure. One circumstance may 
to some extent have influenced the result. The preceding 
wheat crop had not been uniform over the whole field. Owing 
to the sudden incidence of wet weather at the end of November, 
1915, it was impossible to complete the sowing of the wheat 
over the whole field ; only the dunged strips were drilled, and 
the remainder of the field had to be left tiU February, 1916. In 
consequence there was a considerable difference in 5deld over 
the two parts, the dunged strips yielding much more heavily 
than the rest. Had the weather been very cold during the 
early days of the clover plants it is possible that the extra 
shelter would have helped them. In point of fact, however. 
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this was hardly the case ; the clover was sown at the end of 
April after the cold weather had broken and the warm weather 
had set in. 

^ The usual experience on the Rothamsted farm is that a 
dense wheat crop rather injures the clover, whilst a small wheat 
crop allows a fuller development. This is shown by the results 


from the five plots in the rape 

cake ! 

series : — 




E I. 

£ 2 & 3. 

£ 4. 

E5. 

Wheat crop — Total produce, lb. ■) 
per acre ) 

2,986 

( 2,7681 
( 2 , 749 ) 

2,466 

2,084 

Clover crop — ^Total produce, cwt. S 
per acre j 

44-2 

1 440) 

484 

52-6 


In most plots in this particular field, however, there was no 
marked relationship : thus for the guano plots the figures 
are : — 



D I. 

D4. 

D 2. 

I> 3. 

D5. 

\^^eat crop — ^Total 

produce, 





lb. per acre . . 


2,734 

2,605 

2,452 

2,348 

Clover crop — ^Toial 

produce, 





cwt. per acre 

.. 46-8 

47*6 

42*6 

47*3 

48-7 


Whatever the action, it only affected the first cut, as the 
aftermath was much the same on the farmyard manure plots as 
on the others. The results are ; — 


Manure Applied, 
No manure . , 

Farmyard manure . . 
Other manures 


15^ Cut, 2nd Cut, 

Cwt, per Acre, Cwt, per Acre. 

18- 9 254 

337 269 

19- 3 •••• 259 


Part of the effect may be due to the potash contained in the 
farmyard manure. There are, however, two reasons against 
attributing everything to this cause. The Rothamsted soil 
is fairly well supplied with potash, and in addition the whole 
field had received 5 cwt. sulphate of potash per acre during 
the preceding twelve years. Further, in the case of the plots 
supplied with cake-fed dung there is little difference in yield, 
whether one, two, three or four crops have intervened since the 
date of application. There is more sign of falling off in yield 
of the clover crop where ordinary dung is used, but not nearly 
as much as happened with other crops : if the unmanured jdot 
in all cases is put at 100 the dunged plots 5delded as follows : — 


xst 

Year. 

Dover, cake-led dung . . — 

Other crops, cake-fed 

dung 173 

Clover, ordinary dung . . — 

Other crops, ordinary 

dung . . . . . . 144 


2nd 

^rd 

4 ih 


Year, 

Year, 

Year, 

Year 

1^158 

144 

150 

147 

138 

120 

113 


158 

140 

128 

*44 

135 

126 

117 

— 
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No record has been found of any similar experiment in this 
country, and it is, therefore, impossible to say how far the 
result is likely to be general. The nearest approach seems 
to be an old experiment made by the Essex Education 
Committee in 1904,* in which, however, farmyard manure 
gave practically no increase in crop ; the only effective fertilise: 


when applied alone was basic slag. 

The figures are ; — 

Clover in Rotation : — Beans, Wheat, Barley, Clover, Hay. 

Yield of Clover, 

\ Manure per Acre. Cwt, per Acre. 

No manure 


380 

Dung, 12 tons 

Superphosphate, 4 cwt. 

.‘.’i 

39-7 

Sulphate of ammonia, i cwt. . . 

Kainit, i cwt. 


434 

Basic slag, 4 cwt. 


44-2 

Dung, 1 2 tons 

Superphosphate, 3 cwt. 


J 45-7 


An experiment more closely resembling that at Rothamsted 
was made in Virginia in 1902 and 1909,! and the results were 
similar. Various fertilisers were applied to the wheat crop in 
igoi ; their effect on the succeed!^ clover crop was very 
marked : — 


Manure Applied to 

Clover Hay 

Repetitton in 1909. 
Mixture of Timothy 

Wheat Crop in 1901. 

(2 Crops). 

and Clover Hay. 


Lb. per Acre. 

Lb. per Acre. 

No manure 

2,850 

505 

Stable manure, 2 tons 

9.550 

7,800 

Sodium nitrate, 40 lb. . 

Acid phosphate, 40 lb, . . > 7,2 50 

4,700 

Potassium sulphate, 15 lb, . . 
Sodium nitrate, 40 lb. 
Potassium sulphate, 15 lb. . . 

1 2,000 

2,125 

Sodium nitrate, 40 lb. 

Acid phosphate, 40 lb. . . i 

> 6,700 

5,6f>o 

Potassium sulphate, 15 lb. . . 1 

Lime (loo lb. in 1900) . . ) 

Again, at the Ohio Experimental Station| 

it was found that 


the clover responded better to farmyard manure than to any 
other fertiliser in a five-year rotation, as will be seen from the 
table on the next page. 


♦ See this Journal, 1904, Vol. XI., p. 104. 

t “ Plot Experiments with Fertilisers," W. Virginia Station, Bulletin 131, 
November, 1910. 

t ** Experiments with Fertilisers, Manure, Lime, and Floats," Ohio Expt. 
Station, Bulletin 260, 19x3, p. 431. 
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Clover in Five-year Rotations : — Maize, Oats, Wheat, Clover, 

Timothy. 


Manure, 


No manure, lime 
„ „ floats^ 


Average Yield 
(6 Crops), 
Lb. per Acre. 

2.383 

3,650 


Farmyard manure, lime 3.945 

„ „ floaty 4,653 

Complete fertiliser, lime . . . . . . . . 3»504 

„ (low nitrogen), floats . , . . 3»974 

Complete fertiliser, lime . . 3,630 

,, ,, (high nitrogen), floats .. .. 4.217 


Against those results, which arc in accordance with those 
obtained at Rothamsted, must be set one at Iowa,| where in a 
rotation of maize, maize, oats, clover, the farmyard manure 
proved no more effective than phosphates and potassium salts. 
Here, however, the manure was applied on the clover sod just 
before ploughing, so that only a fifth-year residue was 
available : — 


Clover in Four-year Rotations: — Maize, Maize, Oats, 

Clover, 

Average Yields 
for Eight-year 


Manure. Period, 

1906-1913.' 
Tons per Acre. 

No manure . . . . . . . . . . . . 2.25 

Farmyard manure . . . . . . . . . . 2.82 

Farmyard manure, cowpeas, phosphorus . . . . 3.1 1 

Cowpeas, phosphorus, potassium . . . . . . 3.35 

Farmyard manure, phosphorus, potassium . . . . 3.06 

I’hosphorus, potassium . . . . , . . . . . 2.90 


The manures applied and the rates per acre were as follows : — 

Farmyard Manure . — Fight tons per acre applied once in every four- 
year period to the clover sod, just before ploughing. 

Phosphorus , — Steamed bone meal, 800 lb. per acre — applied to the 
clover sod before ploughing. 

Potassium . — Muriate of potash or potassium sulphate, 400 lb. per 
acre — applied to the clover sod before ploughing. 

Cowpeas . — Sown in the com at the last cultivation — ^about i bush, 
per acre. 

It is evident from the various data shown in this article that 
farmyard manure may have an important residual effect on 
clover which should be taken into account in estimating its 
effects on the rotation. 


• The n&me “ Floats " is given to fincly-groimd reck pbosidiatc. 
t “ Uaintaining Fertility in the Wisconsin Drift Soil Area of Iowa." 
Iowa' Station, Bulletin i6i, October, 1915. 
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THE POSSIBILITIES OF THE 
BRITISH FRIESIAN COW FOR DAIRY 
PURPOSES. 

G. S. Robertson, M.Sc., A.I.C., 

East Anglian Institute of Agriculture, Chelmsford. 

It would be difficult to say when the cattle from the Nether- 
lands first came to Britain. A certain amount of evidence 
exists in support of the suggestion that cattle from the lowlands 
of Europe were imported into Britain during the Roman 
occupation of this country. Wilson in the “ Evolution of 
British Cattle ” states that “ there was no general migration 
of cattle to Britain from Anglo-Saxon times until the Dutch 
importations of the seventeenth and eighteenth centuries.” 
In “ S5rstema Agriculturae,” by J. Worlidge, published in 1681 
the following reference to Dutch cattle occurs ; “ The best 
sort is the large Dutch cow that brings two calves at one birth, 
and gives ordinarily 2 gal. of milk in one meal.” In this 
connection it is interesting to note that the British Friesian 
cows to-day are probably more liable than the representatives 
of other breeds to produce twin calves. Worlidgo’s opinion is 
confirmed by Mortimer in his book " The Whole Art of 
Husbandry,” wherein he states that “ the best sort of cows 
for the pail ... are the long-legged short-horned cow of the 
Dutch breed, which is to be had in some places of J.incolnshire, 
but mostly in Kent ; manj^ of these cows will give 2 gal. 
of milk at a meal.” Several of the early shorthorn brec'ders in 
Durham and the North Riding of Yorkshire imported Dutch 
bulls, and it is known that Dutch cattle were helpful in 
developing several modern breeds. 

In their native home Friesian cattle have been known as 
such for about 2,000 years, although it is scarcely possible 
that there are no unbrokem links in such a long chain. 
The Dutch cattle imported into this country in the seventeenth 
and eighteenth centuries were red and white, and possibly they 
were more of the modern Mcuse-Rhine-Yssel than of the present 
day Friesian t5^e. An examination of the pictures of Paul 
Potter, Rubens, Berghem, Cuyp, Teniers, Vandervelde, and 
others leads to the belief that the black and white colour was 
almost unknown in Holland three centuries ago. To-day the 
black and white Friesian largely predominates, the few red 
and white herds being preserved mainly by in-breeding. The 
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two varieties are kept entirely separate for herd-book registra- 
tion purposes, and it is only the black and white animals 
that are exported or recognised by the many Friesland cattle 
breeding associations outside of Holland. 

In the Netherlands at the present time there are several 
varieties of cattle, namely, the Friesians, and the North and 
South Holland types, the distinction being that Friesians are 
registered in a select Friesian Herd Book, whilst the " Holland 
groups ’’ are controlled by the Nctherland Herd Book Associa- 
tion, which includes the black, white-headed Groningen, and the 
red and white Meuse-Rhine-Yssel. It is the Friesland type 
that British breeders have adopted, and steps are being 
taken to eliminate the few animals showing the Groningen 
type.. 

The Friesian cattle have for centuries been bred mainly for 
milk production, and the province from which they take their 
name has long been known as the greatest dairying district in 
the world. The extent to which Friesland is devoted to 
dairying may be gathered from the fact that the exportation 
of butter from Friesland to England alone in 1874 averaged 
over 200 lb. per cow, a creditable performance, even had there 
been no home consumption and no further exportations. 
During the seventeenth and eighteenth, and particularly in the 
nineteenth centuries, importations of cattle from Holland were 
frequent. In the decade 1872-1882 the annual importation 
varied from 34,000 to 86,000 head of cattle. Until 1892, when 
the importation of cattle was prohibited, black and white 
cattle were very numerous in this country, particularly in the 
Metropolis and in the districts surrounding large towns in the 
south-east and east of England and Scotland. 

From 1892 until the formation of the British Friesian Cattle 
Society, in 1909, several herds were maintained in a pure state 
in this country, but in only a few cases did owners endeavour to 
improve their stock or even to retain the uniform diaracter of 
the Friesland type. Five experienced breeders gave their 
services to the work of building up the herd book, and in 1912 
the first volumes were issued. In 1914, by permission of the 
Government, an importation of new blood, 39 bulls and 20 
heifers, was obtained from Holland. Some idea of the great 
strides made by the breed since the first volume was issued, in 
1912, may be gathered from the following figures* ; — 

♦ The above particulars concemizig the history of the breed have been 
obtained from an article by George Hobson, on “ British Friesian dows,*' 
publish^ in the Traiw^ns of ih$ Highland and AgHcuUmal SodOy of 
Scofiand, 1918, Vol. XXX. ^ 





Fig. 2. — Routh Hetty (as a heifer). 




Fig, 4. — ^Routh Blossom (as a heifer). 
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igii. 

igi 8 . 

Number of breeders 

50 

700 

Number of registered stock 

2,000 

17,000 

Average size of herds . . 

40 

26 

Estimated number of milking cows 

1,000 

10,000 

Estimated annual yield of milk, gallons 

800,000 

8,000,000 

Estimated value of stock 

;^40,000 

;£i,70o,ooo 


In 1914, the writer received a request from Mr. F. B. May, of 
Saltcote Hall, Heybridge, for advice and assistance in his 
endeavour to produce a heavy milking herd of Friesian cows 
giving good quality milk. 

Mr. May’s herd was a small one consisting of 12 cows, 
5 young heifers, and one of the best home-bred bulls then 
existing. Several of the cows had a fairly long pedigree of 
pure Friesian blood ; others had no pedigree at aU, and in a 
few cases it was evident from their appearance that some of 
their ancestors were of doubtful Friesian breeding. No one 
who saw the herd in 1 914 would have called it a “ selected herd,” 
or have praised it as of uniform character. Only 2 cows 
(Hedges Moss Rose and Hedges Trixie) cost more than 40 
guineas, and the average cost per coV was only £ 34 . 

The disadvantages that are urged against the Friesian cow 
are ; (i) The milk is of poor quality, although the quantity is 
admittedly large ; (2) the constitution of the animal is not 
sufficient to stand the strain of several successive heavy 
lactation periods — in other words the cow milks to death ; and 
(3) when the milking period is over the cow does not fatten well 
for beef. 

At the commencement of the work the assumption was made 
that quality of milk and constitution were largely a matter of 
breeding. It was obviously impossible to obtain a herd of 
heavy milking cows, breeding regularly, unless the cows pos- 
sessed first-class constitutions. It was therefore decided that 
Eill the young stock should be reared in the open air and out- 
wintered in the meadows, and tliis plan has been followed 
throughout with unqualified success. The cows themselves 
remain out all night from April till October, and every day 
throughout the winter they are turned out on the meadows for 
a few hours. Rightly or wrongly, the conclusion was come to 
that in-breeding was objectionable as liable to enfeeble the 
constitution, and under all circumstances the mating of related 
animals has been carefully avoided. It was deemed advisable 
not to allow the heifers to calve until three years old, in order 
that they might be fully developed before entering the milking 
herd With one or two exceptions this last precaution has 
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been strictly adliered to, and although it is obviously too early 
to pronounce on the merits of the 2- to 2 J-year-old as compared 
with the 3-yoar'Old milking heifer, yet there are indications 
that the later calving gives the better results. 

Samples of milk have been taken every fortnight from the 
morning's and evening's milk of each cow and analysed by the 
writer. As a rule, the samples were taken once every six 
weeks by the Recorder of the South-East Essex Milk Record 
Society, in which Society all the cows are registered for milk 
recording purposes, once a month by the writer, and by the 
owner or his deputy on the remaining occasions. The average 
percentage of fat and solids- not-f at for each cow for each 
lactation period has been obtained by calculating the number of 
pounds of fat and solids-not-fat produced during the period and 
determining wliat percentage that amount represented of the 
total yield of milk. The milk records are the result of daily 
weighings, and have been checked regularly by the Recorder of 
the South-East Essex Milk Record Society, the Recorder of the 
British Friesian Cattle Society, and by the writer. As circum- 
stances permitted, the least successful cows have been weeded 
out, fattened and sold on the open market. \A hen coming to a 
decision of this kind the factors which were taken into con- 
sideration were the quantity and quality of the milk produced, 


' Table L — 1915 Ijictaii on Period. 


Name of Cow. 

Age 

.Quantity 

of 

, Milk. 

Average 

Fat. 

Average 
Solid s- 
nol-Fat. 

Period 

ill 

Milk. 


> t .irs 

gal. 

per t ent 

pel c( lit 

days. 

Leerock Aittction 

8 

1 ,080 

3 '86 

9 -08 

253 

GiJslon Bcatlic 

5 

1 1,025 

3 -yo 

9*21 

269 

Lave n ham Conslancc 

7 

! 1,039 

3 7'1 

8-93 

282 

Hedges I rixic 

5 

1,132 

377 

8-55 

287 

Hidges M( S.S J^o.se 

i) 

1 1.219 

3*29 

8 26 

289 

Eske Hell) 

: 3 

1 1,501 

3 -50 

' 8 -80 

1 311 

Lavenham Kate . . 


i 853 

3*59 

: 8-88 

280 

Gilston Bertha 

0 

j 881 

371 

1 8-50 

237 

Saltcote May 11 ♦.. 

3 

539 

371 

8-71 

224 

ZuiderJ Daisy 

10 

i 968 

4 '04 

876 

323 

Dancsbiiry ' . . . . 

7 

1 LI 5 I 

386 

9 00 

i 359 

Saltcote May I. . . . . 

7 

; 1,313 

3*62 

8*58 

Vi 

Saltcote Belle* . . . . i 

1 3 

1 866 

3 - 6.5 

9*00 

Average for 13 cows j 

58 

i 1,044 

1 

. 3-67 

8-79 

297 


• Heller. 

and the constitution[and regular breeding powers of the cow. 
The results for three completed lactation periods are given in 
Tables I., II., and III. 
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At the end of the 1915 lactation period Zuider Daisy and 
Danesbury were fattened and sold to the butcher. They were 
both old cows, and Danesbury was difficult to get in calf, 
whilst Daisy was constitutionally unsound. 


Table II. — 1916 Lactation Period. 


Name of Cow. 

Age. 



Quantity 

of 

Milk. 

Average 

Fat. 

Average 

Solids- 

not-Fat. 

Period 

in 

Milk. 

Leerock Aflection . • * 

years. 

9 

gal. 

1.105 

per cent. 
4-18 

per cent 

9*05 

days. 

238 

Gilslon Beattie 

6 

LI53 

4 ^,5 

0*01 

310 

Lavenham Constance 

8 

I..5I5 

3.88 

S ()0 

338 

Hedges I rixie 


1.372 

3-37 

8 27 

322 

Hedges Moss Rose 

7 




266 

Eske Hetty 

6 ! 

1 1,406 

i 3*2 7 

8 -90 

' 254 

Lavenham Kate . . 

1 4 

1,042 

1 3 -62 

' 8 86 

1 277 

Gilston Bertha 

7 

«95 

3 *73 

8 -.17 

i 

SaJtcote May II. . . 

4 

3«7 

3 * 7 ^^ 

8 4)3 

1 237 

Saltcote Belle 

4 

1,069 

3 * 7 ^ 

9 ‘(>7 

1 270 

Saltcote May I. 

8 

1. 127 

; 3 M 7 

8-47 

1 353 

Eske Beauty 

9 

1.T12 

; 3 -.30 

8-79 

242 

Eske Mangold 

6 

821 

; 3*35 

8 •30 

242 

Average for 1 3 cows . . 

• 5 -5 

1 

1 I,TI2 

1 3 -(.4 

870 

1 

1 278 


Shortly after the end of the 1916 lactation period. May II. 
was fattened off and sold to the butcher as not likely to make a 
good milking cow. May I. was similarly disposed of, as she had 
proved to be an irregular breeder ; the whole of this particular 
strain was thus eliminated. Bertha was also fattened and 
sold to the butcher on account of her comparatively low yield. 


Table III. — 1917 Lactation Period. 


^Ncimc of C'ow. 

Age. 

1 

Quantity 

of 

Average 

Fat 

1 

j Average ' 

1 Solids- i 

Period 

in 


Milk. 


1 not-Fat. 

Milk. 


yeais. 

gal. 

per cent 

per cent 

day.s. 

Leerock Alice ti on 

10 

1,338 

3-89 

8-93 

270 

Hedges Tnxie 

7 


3*27 

«-44 

378 

Hedges Moss Rose 

8 

1,642 

3 * 5 '! 

8-^8 

279 

Eske Hetty 

7 

2.573 

3*36 

1 8*92 . 

410 

Lavenham Kate . . . . 

5 

I 290 

3*77 

9*02 

349 

Eske Beauty 


L550 

3*55 

8-87 

303 

Routh Blossom 

1 3 

1.342 

3*24 

8-69 

308 

Saltcote Betty* 

3 

757 

3 ’50 

' 8.53 : 

287 

,, Nancy* . . 

3 

629 

3 * 7 <> 

9*09 ' 

264 

,, Norah* . . 

; 3 

1.043 

4*02 

9-20 

369 

Eske Poppy* 

Routh Hetty* 

3 

877 

3*98 

1 8-86 

322 

3 

1,176 

3*74 

! 8*97 i 

298 

Average for 12 cows j 

5-4 

1.334 

3-63 

' 8-82 

320 


Heifer. 
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and none of her stock was retained in the herd. Beattie and 
Constance had an acute attack of fever Portly after calving ; 
they never came down to milk, and were therefore fattened 
oS. Belle, a very promising and vigorous young heifer, died 
owing to an accident a month before she was due to calve. 

A considerable weeding out took place at the end of the 1 916 
lactation period. The cows weeded out were replaced by five 
heifers reared under conditions to be described later, and by a 
purchased heifer with a long milking pedigree. Notwithstand- 
ing the large introduction of young cows, the average yield per 
cow increased by over 200 gal., due to the phenomenal yields of 
the older cows, particularly Eske Hetty. 

All the cows eliminated from the herd during the three years 
were, judging from appearances, those of doubtful Friesian 
pedigree, so that, by the end of 1917, an astonishing trans- 
formation in the appearance of the herd had taken place. Of 
the old cows which went through the 1917 lactation period, 
only one, Leerock Affection, showed any signs of a doubtful 
pedigree — her calves have all been bull calves and were not 
registered. 

Bearing in mind that many of the cows which formed the 
foundation stock of the herd were fairly old, there is as yet no 
evidence which would suggest that the constitution of the 
Friesian cow is in any way inferior to that of any other breed. 
Not a single cow has ever looked as if she was " milking to 
death.” 


Table IV. 
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May 5th, 1915 . . 
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6 

1,496 
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April loth, 1914 
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•— 
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April ist, 1915 
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1,219 

3*29 

8-36 
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II 

March 7th, 1916 

' 6 

I 

3-46 
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,, 

Feb. 3rd, 1917 

1 

! 1.642 

3*54 

8.38 

279 ! 


Jan. loth, 1918 

j 1.349 

3-59 

8 42 

243 


The preceding table gives the successive milking records of 
two of these cows, selected not because they are exceptional, 
but because they are two of the foundation cows and have still 
a great future. 
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Eske Hetty calved again in October, 1918, and Moss Rose 
in January, 1919. 

Tt is known that both cows passed through a complete 
lactation period previous to the periods recorded in the above 
table, and it is very probable that they had completc'd two 
lactation periods bc'fore they came into the herd, b'our of Moss 
Rose’s heifer calves are still in the herd, and a fifth, a bull calf, 
was sold recently. Oiu^ of Eske Hetty's calves died before it was 
a year old, but the others are still members of the herd. It is 
interesting to note that, contrary to expectation, the quality 
of Moss Rose’s milk improved as the yield increased. 

'Jlie results obtained are a striking testimony to the value of 
systematic milk r(*cording and careful management. They 
sliow that even a herd giving the remarkably good average of 
i/)o() gal. per cow is capable of considerable improvement; 
and an inen^ase of over gal. per cow in three ycsirs is really 
a remarkable achievement. 

Quality of Milk, — Friesian milk has the rt'putation of con- 
taining a rather low percentage of fat, although the evidence 
advanced in conn(x:tion therewith is somiiwhcit mctigre. It is 
quite clear, howewer, Irom the results obtained from the 
Saltcote herd, that although there may be outstanding excep- 
tions, the milk oi the average Friesian is not so rich as that of 
the average pedigree dair}; shorthorn. At the same time the 
milk is not so poor as is generally supposed. The inferiority 
compared with the shorthorn is not marked, and provided the 
intervals between milkings are not unreasonable there is no 
(litficulty in keeping the morning’s milk above the standard of 
3 per cent, of fat. The cows are milked at 4.0 a.m. and 2 .0 p.m., 
giving intervals of 14 and 10 hours. The average percentage 
of fat for the three years under review has been : 1915, 3 67 per 
cent. ; 1916, 3 64 per cent. ; and 1917, 3-63 per cent., the 
mean of these three figures being 3 -63 per cent. 

Table V. gives the average percentage of fat in the milk of 
different breeds of cows in this country, in the United States, 
and in Holland, according to various authorities. 

It would appear from the table that the quality of the milk 
given by the Friesian cow in this country and in the United 
States is considerably better than in her native home in Holland. 
This is an exceedingly interesting fact, and seems to lend 
support to the contention that the more liberal use of oil cakes 
in the rations in this country and in the United States may be 

L 
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Table V, — Percentage of Fat in the Milk of different 
Breeds of Cows 
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the writer to suggest that the quality of the milk can be varied 
by f(‘eding. It is, however, very difficult to provide an adequate 
ratidn for such heavy-milking cows as those of the l^riesian 
bn'cd unless considerable quantities of concentrated feeding- 
stuffs are available' 'Fhc relative prices of dairy produce and 
concentrated fei'ding-stufts in Holland do not encourage the 
use of artificial feeds to the same extent as in the United States 
and this country. 

The doubtful reputation of the Friesian cowCor, as it is more 
populaily called, the Dutch cow, in Essex, is probably due to 
improper feeding. The majority of the herds are mixed herds 
containing a fair proportion of Dutch or cross-bred Dutch cows. 
Generally speaking, the Dutch cows are by far the heaviest 
milkers in the herd, and as the general practice is to give all 
the cows the same rations, it is usual to find that the 5~gal. 
Dutch cow is receiving the same amount of concentrated feeding- 
stuffs as the 2- to 2jgal. cow. Usually the ration is only 
adequate for a 2-gaL cow, with the result that the heavy- 
milking Friesian or Dutch cow cannot maintain her condition, 
and poor milk is the result. Considerably over 1,000 samples 
of milk drawn from all parts of Essex are examined annually 
by the writer, and the general opinion formed is that the 
average quality of the milk is little, if at all, superior to that 
produced by the PTiesian herd dealt with above. 

Variation In Yield and Quality due to Period of Lactation.— Table VL 
illustrates the variation in the yield and quality of the 
milk of Mr. May s Priesians throughout the lactation periods^ 
The variations are also shown graphically in PTg. 5 
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Table VI. — Variation in Yield and Qmlity due to 
Period of Lactation. 
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In tli(‘ above table, the results from the thn^e complete 
lactation periods are incorj)orated. The results from each of 
the lactation piudods are strictly comparable with the above 
table, in fact any one of the sets of figures could be taken as 
representative of the results obtained from the other two In 
this particular herd the cows do not show an increased yield 
during th(‘ second lactation month. This is not in accordance 
with gi'nrral experience, and may be a peculiarity of the Friesian 
breed. After the second month, the d(‘crease in yield is ^teady 
and consistent. In general, the ])ercentag(‘ of butter-fat tends 
to incn^asc' as the lactation period advances, but there is a 
curious irregularity in the monthly record ( 1 ^'ig. 5). There is a 
decided drop in the quality of the milk during the sc-c'ond 
lactation month, and a slight improvement during the third 
month, quite in kecqiing with previously recorded experience.< 
In the fourth month, howev(‘r, the milk is at its poorest, and 
it is significant that this occurs in the results for eacli separate 
lactation period. The fall in the percentage of butter-fat 
during the fourth month would be comprehensible if the 
majority of the cows calved in December or January, when 
the effect of the flush of grass in increasing the flow of milk 
during April and May would have a decided tendency to depress 
the percentage of fat during the fourth lactation month. The 
calving dates, however, do not admit of this explanation, and 
the fact that the milk yield is quite normal during the fourth 
lactation month (see Fig. 5) is strong evidence against such a 
contention. 

Ingle in his book on “Elementary Agricultural Chemistry,'* 
p. 189, gives a table illustrating the variations in the per- 

L z 
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centages of fat and solids-not-fat due to the period of 
lactation. He notes that in the second month the percentage 
of fat diminishes and gradually increases from the third 
month onwards. No figures are, however, given for the 
fourth month. It would seem from the figures given m 
Table VI. that with Friesian cows the improvement docs not 
begin until the end of tlu‘ ffmrth month. Ingle's table also 
shows a continuous improvement in the percentage of 
solids-not'fat from the second month onwards. The results 
recorded above with Friesian cows do not confirm these 
findings. Thej^ s(‘em to suggest that the percentage of solids- 
not-fat in the. milk of h'riesian cows does not varj' according 
to either the milk yield or the period of lactation. 

The Butter and Cheese Yield of the Friesian Cow. — Although the 
percentage of fat in the milk of the Friesian cow may not b(i 
quite so high as in other breeds, yet th('. large qu antitv of milk 
which the bn^id produce's gives it first place amongst the 
British breeds of cattle for butter production. 

The value of the breed for the production of cheesc' depimds, 
from the point of view of quality of the milk, upon the per- 
centage of solidsuiot-fat as well as fat. In this connection 
Table VIL, which gives the jierccntage of solids-not fat in the 
milk of various breeds of cows, as determined by \'arions 
persons, is of interest. 


Table VIL — Percentage of Solids-not- Fat in the Milk of 
Different Breeds of Cows. 
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The percentage of solids-not-fat in the milk of the Friesian 
cow appears to be about equal to that of the shorthorn. The 
figures given above indicate that, as in the case of fat per- 
centage, the proportion of solids-not-fat obtained from the 
Friesian cow in foreign countries is considerably better than 
in her native home. 




solids-not-fat 
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Month. 


Fig. 5. — Graph showing the variation in the yield and quality of 
the milk of the cows during three lactation periods. 
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From trials with ( hecldar cheese at the East Anglian Institute 
of Agriculture, the writer finds that for every i lb. of total 
solids in the milk 77 lb. of cheese is obtained. Table VIII. 
gives the average amount of fat and total solids in lb. 
produced per cow for the three lactation periods, and the 
amount of chec^se and butter which could have been obtained. 
In calculating the amount of biittcT produced, it is assumed 
that th(^ butt< r contains tS5 per of fat and the separated 

milk -I per c(‘nt. of fat. 


Table VIII . — Average per Cow. 
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In calculating the values given in columns 3 and 6 above, 
no allowance has been made for the value of the separated milk, 
butter-milk, or whey. The figures, however, are Mifficient to 
show the great possibilities of the British Fri(‘sian cow for 
cheese or butter ])roduction. 

It should hi) pointed out that all the cows in the herd have 
been bred in this country, and that none of them is in any way 
related to any of the animals imported in 1914. 

Fetdine: and Manaflrement of the Herd. — The calves are 
separated from their dams when four days old and receive 
2 gal. of milk a day until two months old. From two months 
until they arc three months old, the milk is gradually reduced 
to I gal. a day, the total bulk being kept up to 3 gal. by the 
addition of warm water. From three months onwards, the 
milk is further reduced, until at the end of four months it 
is stopped altogether. From one month onwards the 
calves receive a handful of oats per day, increasing gradually 
to I i lb. per head when six months old. In the winter, when 
the calves are six weeks old, a few mangolds are given, the 
amount being gradually increased till they are receiving 30 lb. 
a day at six months old. 

The heifer calves from six months till three years of age are 
out-wintered in the meadows, usually wthout the use of a 
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shelter shed. The 3^carlings receive about 40 lb. of cut mangolds 
and 6 lb. of hay per head per day during the winter, and no 
cake or meal of any sort during the spring and summer. The 
two-year-old heifers receive 12 lb. of hay per head per daj^ 
during the winter, the hay being carted out to them in the 
meadows daily. The heifers usualh" calve when three years 
old, and, when wc^ll forward in calf, they receive in addition to 
the hay 3 lb. of oats and i lb. of bean mc'al per head daily for 
the two months previous to calving. 

The system of management outlined above has been most 
successful. Strong, hardy, well grown heifers with excellent 
constitutions have been reared, with the re.sult that when they 
calve thi y not only leave big healthy calves, but they milk well. 
( )nly two heifers have giv(m less than 7o(' gal. of milk with their 
(irst calv(‘S. 

Until six months old th{‘ bull calves nxeivi' the same rations 
as the heifer calves. At this period, howew r, | lb. of linsc'ed 
cake, increasing to 1 lb., is added to their ration, and th(^ oats 
gradually increasc^d to 3 lb. per head per daj' at one j^car old. 

The stoi'ii bulls receive as a winter ration 80 lb. of mangolds, 
8“*io lb. of hay, and 4-6 lb. of oats ; whilst in the summer the 
mangolds and hay are replaced by cut grass and lucerne. 

During tlu* three years under review, two slightly different 
rations for the cows have bcien practised. Until the end of the 
winter, 191O-17, the following winter rations per head per cow 
were fed : — 

Ociobey io C Jinsiiiias. C hribhuas lo end of April. 

5O lb. of Kohl Jbibi. 30 lb. of Mangolds. 

IO ,, Oat ( haff (gl nines). 10 Oat Chaff (glumes). 

2 ,, Oats. ) per gal. of \ 2 ,, Oats. 

1 ,, Bean IMeal. j milk. ( i Bean Meal. 

The only concentrates fed were oats and bean meal, 3 lb. 
of the mixture being given for each gallon of milk. Thus 
an 8-gal. cow received 16 lb. of oats and 8 lb, of bean meal 
per day during the time she gave that quantity of milk. 

In the summer, from ist May till the middle of October, 
the only artificial fet*d the cows received was i lb. of the mixture 
per gallon of milk. During the last week in June and the 
whole of July, the cows are given a forkful of tares each, 
approximatety equivalent to 15 lb. per head per day. 

From the last week in August until the middle of October, 
when the winter rations commence, each cow received i bush, 
of chopped green maize per day. 
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In the winter of 1917-18 the above rations were altered as 
follows : — 

Middle of October to Chri:>tmas. C hristnias till ist May. 

(M> lb. of Kohl Rain 8^ lb. of Mangolds. 

,, Oats per gal. of f ij ,, Oats. 

2 Bran M(m 1. ) Milk \ 2 Bean Meal. 

This ration is som(‘what (‘xceptional, inasmuch as it does not 
include any straw or hay. Previous experience showed that 
the cows were not abl<^ prop<‘rly to digest such a strong bean 
meal mixture as lh(‘ above, but by increasing the quantity of 
roots and eliminating the chaff this difficulty was overcome, 
and the above winter ration was fed with excellent results, as 
the average of 1,334 gal. per cow for the 1917 lactation period 
testifies. Hk' summer feeding during 1 918 remained the same 
as before, with the excejition that i lb. of the new mixture of 
oats and beans was givi'ii per gallon of milk instead of i lb, of 
the old mixture. 

These rations for the' dairy cows show that it is possible to 
produce milk and to maintain an exceptionally heavy milking 
herd of cows on home-grown feedings-stufls alone. The ration 
is deficient in protein when judged by the Kellner feeding 
standards. Neverthek'ss, the condition of the cows has been 
excellent throughout, a fact remarked upon by all w'ho saw the 
herd. 

Dry Cows. — Whc'n the cow’s milk yield drops to less than 
20 lb. per day she is p]ac<‘d on the dry '' ration, which, during 
the winter, is as follows (the mixture being equivah'nt to that 
supplk d to a i|-gal. cow) : — 

30 lb. of Mangolds. 

2! „ Oats. 

3 ,, Bjoan Meal, 

'I'his ration is continned until 14 days before calving, when the 
bean meal is stopped, 4 lb. of oats substituted and a little 
meadow hay provided . The above rations have proved exceed- 
ingly satisfactory. An attempt was made to sulj-t 1 tr.te a cheaper 
ration containing decorticated cotton cake, ground-nut cake, 
and linseed cake. It was found, however, that several of the 
cows did not care for these concentrated feeding-stuffs, and 
much preferred the oats and bean meal mixture. No doubt, 
this initial difficulty could have been overcome, but it was felt 
there was something to be gained by giving the cows the feed 
they found most palatnble. 

emt of winter Foedlncr per Cnilon ef MUk. — Taking mangolds at 
£1 per ton, oats at {16 5s. per ton, and bean meal at ^30 per 
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ton, the food cost of winter milk per gal. works out as 
follows : — 


Table IX. 
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dhe above figures take into account the cost of feeding 
only ; they do not indicate the cost of production, for th(‘ 
calculation of which many other factors, such as labour, 
int(‘rest on capital, depreciation, etc., must also be taken into 
account. 

Cost of Rearing: Holfers. — Up to the present, all the heifer calves 
hav(i been reared with a view to ultimately entering the dairy 
herd. On p. 146 is an estimate of the cost of rearing a heifer 
calf liom the date of birth until she enters the dairj^ herd at 
approximately three years of age. In making this estimate 
the cost of mangolds is taken at £i per ton, oats at £16 55. 
per ton, bean meal at jTjo pcT ton, meadow hay at £y per 
ton, and pasturage at per acre. It is assumed that tlu^ 
calf is born in December and calves at three years old. 

All the feeding-stuff s have been valued at market price, and 
not at the cost of production, the point at issue being whether 
turning the home-grown feeding-stuffs into milk is or is not 
more profitable tlian marketing them. 

Considering the herd was only started five years ago, ami 
that the foundation cows were bought at ordinary market 
prices and had no milk records behind them, the results achieved 
are highly satisfactory. The rapid progress made is due to the 
fact that the owner is practically his own stockman and person- 
ally supervises all the operations connected with the dairy 
herd. He is thereby able to ensure that the plan of management 
outlined in this article is methodically carried out. So great 
is his belief in the capabilities of the Friesian cow that he is 
quite confident he will beat his record of owning the first cow 
to give over 2,000 gal. of milk in a lactation period (262 days), 
by breeding a 3,000-gal. Friesian cow. 
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The writer wishes to acknowledge his indebledm^ss to 
Mr. May for p(*rmitting him to make full use oi all the par- 
ticulars and information concerning his herd, and to Mr. (ieorge 
Hobson, Ihe Secretary of the British Friesian Cattle Society, 
from whom the particulars of the history and oiigin of the 
Friesian breed contained in this paper have been obtained. 


GRANTS IN AID OF AGRICULTURAL 
EDUCATION AND RESEARCH IN 
ENGLAND AND WALES. 

The Board have recently issued in amended form their 
Regulations for Grants in Aid of Agricultural Education and 
Research in England and Wales.* The most important altera- 
tions relate to grants to Local Authorities, the classification 


* Price 2d. net. To be purchased through any bookseller or directly from 
H.M. Stationery Office, Imperial House, Kmgsway, London, W.C. 2. 
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of whose expenditure for purposes of aid has been greatly 
simplified. There are now only two classes of expc'iiditure, 
viz. : — (i) Salaries and I'xjx'nses of organisers, and (.2) all 
other approved expenditure ; the first will earn a grant of 
four-fifths, and in respect of the second a grant of two-thirds 
will be paid. Further, the Residue (iraiit or “ Whisky Money 
will no longer be taken into account, and the Board's grants 
will be a definite proportion of the approved expenditure with- 
out deduction on this account. The condiiion which formerly 
required a certain proportion of tin* expenditure to he met 
from the ratc‘S is also abolished ; and, lastly, the provision for 
paymt‘nt of grants on old scales has Ix'en withdrawn. The 
following are the Regulations in detail : — 

Afi^ricultural Enucatlon Provided at Approved Institutions. -Thants 

will be to approved Inslitulions in .ud ol expenditure incurred 

in — 

(«) riDViding instruction in agncultun* and allied subjects. 

(^) ln\ estigating agricultural problems 

(r) \d vising agriculturists with regard to technical matters. 

{{,’) Advising and assisting bocal Education Authorities in providing 
agricultural education. 

'Llie grants will be in res]>cct ot the acadc'inic year ending 30th 
Sejd ember. 

W here the Institution is nut a constituent jiart of a University or 
I nuersity College it must be under the control of a Governing Body, 
which should include icjircsentatives of Local lAlucation Authontu'S and 
of such other bodies as tlie Board may in taih cas^" consider desirable ; 
and its constitution must hi' such as lu })rev('nt tlie j^ossibility of its 
becoming a source of jirolit to the Governing Body or to any person 
connected with it. 

In awarding grants under this chapter, the Board will have regard 
to the whole of the expenditure on agricultural education provided by 
an Institution, with the following exceptions -- 

(a) Expenditure on external instruction provided by the Institution 

on behalf and at the cost of a Local L'.ducatioii Authority as 
part of its scheme of agncullural education. 

(b) ICxpenditure on special classes in agriculture, Jiorticulture, or 

nature study for teachers employed in schools in rcceijit of aid 
from the Board of Education. Such courses are aided by the 
Board of 1 education. 

(c) Jtxpcnditure on work in re.spcct of which special grants may be 

made by the Board. 

The Board are urging these institutions to provide' higher 
salaries so as to attract and retain efficient teachers. It is 
also being suggested to them that they might, with advantage, 
expand their present provision for field demonstrations and 
experiments. 

The courses of study at these collegiate institutions were 
very much interrupted during the M'ar, and it is possible that 



14 ^ Grants in Aid of Agricultural Education, [may, 


the complete re-establishment of a regular and permanent 
organisation may be postponed by the extraordinary demand 
for training in agriculture due to this long interruption. 

Provision of Teohnioal Advloo for Affrioulturiots and the Investiga- 
tion of Local Problems. —Additional grants will be paid to certain 
appro veef Institutions to enable them to extend and to develop the 
provision of lechiiical advice for agncultunsts. 

The Boaid vill generally require to be satisfied that the expenditure 
(d an Institution in receipt of grant under tliis paragraph on work of the 
t\ pe to be aided is gi eater than it was in the year ending 30th September, 
loll, by a sum not less than the amount of the grant. 

A special staff must be appointed to carry on the advisory and 
investigation wrirk for winch the grant is made, and in the case of aiiv 
new apf'Ointmonts the names and qualifications of the officers it is pro- 
j'osed to imploy musi be submitted to the lioard for approval. 

l£fich institution in receipt of a grant under this head must 
undertake advisory and investigation work in a group of counties 
designated bv the Hoard, and assist and co-operate with the l.ocal 
J'diication Authorities in the advisory, experimental, and demonstration 
W(-rk carru'd out by their officers. 

Application for the renewal of this grant should be made annuallv 
not later than 31st July in each year, and should be aerompanied by 
Mil estimate of the expenditure to be incurred by the Institution in the 
ij months beginning on the following ist October. 

\ full leport on the w^ork specially aided by the grant must be 
nnlted alter the (lose of eadi academic year and in any c.isf^ not later 
Hum the 15th NoveinlH'i. 

Under the Board's Advisory Scheme special advisory officers 
are ajipointed by various institutions to undertake local 
investigations and provide technical advice for farmers in the 
art‘as associatt'd with the institutions. The work of these 
officers is intended to supplement the activities of the County 
Agricultural Stalls (sec below), who are invited to refer to the 
Collegiate centre any problems requiring more specialised 
knowledge or ad hoc investigation. 

A\hile in some cases members of the staff are wholly engaged 
ill this important duty, in other cases it is combined with teach- 
ing. It is now the policy of the Board to induce colleges to 
free their advisor3^ offic ers from routine teaching ; and it is 
hoped to increase number and extend their functions to 
fields of work not now occupied. 

AflTloultural Eduoation Wholly or Partially Provided by Looal Eduoatlon 
Author itioa." -Kxpeiiditure on all forms of agricultural education 
wholly or partly provided by Local Education Authorities is eligible 
for aid under these Regulations, except expenditure incurred on — 

(а) Education provided in Elementary or Secondary Schools. 

(б) Courses for the training of teachers employed in schools and 

classes receiving aid from the Board of Education. 
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{c) Instruction aided by the Board of Education under the Regu- 
lations for Technical Schools, etc., in force from ist August, 
1914, or any Regulations which may subsequently be issued 
in place thereof. 

Under the Regulations for Technical Schools, etc., the Board of 
Education will continue to aid all courses for instructing teachers in 
schools and classes aided by that Board, but subject to this they will 
not aid — 

(1) Courses intended for students over iG or 17 in which tlic instruc- 

tion given is chiefly m technical agricultural subjects. Garden- 
ing will be regarded as a technical agricultural subject if taken 
in a course planned for students over iG or 17. 

(2) Courses given as part of his staff work by a teacher recognised 

by the Board of Agriculture and Fisheries as a member of a 
county agricultural staff or of the stall of an agricultural 
college. 

In order to be eligible for grant, the instrurlion provided must be 
efficient in all respects, suitably qualified teachers must be employed, 
registers in the form provided must be carefully kepi, and all nei essarv’^ 
returns and information* promptly supplied. 

In order that the cost of providing agriculturnl erhiea lion by Local 
Authorities may be proporlv ascertained, ea/ h Local Authority will be 
required to furnish for 1he financial year, in siu h lorm or forms as the 
Hoard may, from turn* to time, presinbc, a statement of its pay- 
ments and receipts in respect of agnculliiral education 

'L'hc work of agricullural education in each (oinitv must be under 
the direction of a separate committee, wdiich may lie an Agricultural 
Sub-Committee of the lulucalion Committee, an Agricultural ICduca- 
lion Committee of the ( oiinly ('oiincil, or a ( ommillee a]>pointed jointly 
by a group of counties. 

The C ommittee sliould include local agriculturists or other jktsous 
direcAly interested in agruiilturc. 

A copy of the Minutes of the Proceedings of the Local Authority 111 
regard to Agricultural f^ducation should be forwarded for the information 
of the Board as hoon as possible after each meeting. 

]^ach county applying for a gnint must submit a scheme providing 
for the systematic organisation of all agricultural education within 
its area, and the Board may withhold or substantially reduce any 
grant which would otherwise be payable if the agricultural education 
actually provided in accordance with such scheme is in their opinion 
insufficient or is othi'rwise unsatisfactory. 

The grant payable by the Board in respect of the agricultural educa- 
tion provided by Local Authorities will be based mainly on a consideration 
of the cost and efficiency of the education provided in the financial year 
ending 31st March. 

(а) No expenditure which has not been approved by the Board will 
be eligible for grant. 

(б) An estimate of the expenditure to be incurred in the ensuing 
financial year must be submitted to the Board in a prescribed form not 
later than 31st December preceding. 


See Memorandum A.48/E — Procedure relating to annual grants in respect 
of Agricultural Education provided by Local Education Authorities. 
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(c) r;rants on the scale hereinafter set forth will be payable on th"* 
net expenditure* chargeable to the Higher Education Account, but 
shall ex( hide all expenditure of a capital nature and chargeable to Capital 
Account. Expenditure of the latter description shall be aidable on such 
conditions as may be ajiplicable in each case. 

{d) All variations in or additions to the approved estimate of 
expenditure shall be notified to the Boanl and the Board may refuse 
to approve any expenditure not so notified. 

(e) Subject to the conditions set forth in these Recfulations the 
grants payable by tne Board will be calculated as follows : — 

(1) On the salary and expenses of the Agricultural Organiser, 

80 per cent. 

(NOTE— The expression “Agricultural Organiser” 
designates the principal administrative officer in charge 
of Agricultural Education, provided that the Board are 
satisfied that hs is technically qualified to give instruc- 
tion and advice in agricultural subjects.) 

(2) On all other expenditure on Agricultural Education and 

the administration thereof, 661 per cent. 

WluTc the c(x->t ()1 cLii Institution providing Higher Education in 
Agriculture is wholly borne by the Authority, the grant (if any) payable 
under the regulations on p. 147 will be deducted from the aggregate 
amount i alculated as above. 

11 in cinv nisc the expenditure incurred for any purpose cannot be 
accurately as<,ertained, the Board niav, after due inquiry, fix sucli 
amount *i})pcars reasonable and their decision shall be final. 

Grants in Aid of Approved Capitai Expenditure. The foregoing 
provisions apply to grants in aid of the annual maintenance of all 
descriptions of Agricultural iMlucation. The following conditions 
apply to grants in aid of ajiproved capital expenditure • — 

[(() In the case of the provision, improvement or extension of a 
harm School or barm Institute a grant will be payable by the 
l^oaid which will not exceed 75 per cent, of the total approved 
cost including cost c^f cMpupmeTit, and nc^ further sum liy way 
of annual grant will be paid in aid of ca4)ital expenditure of 
this nature, h'or the purpose of this grant tlie Board will 
not conliil'utc to any expenditure for which their approval 
has not prexiously been specifically obtained or which in their 
opinion is excessive or unnecessary. 

(h) Ko grant will be made in respect of the acquisition of land as a 
site for the erection of a Farm School or Farm Institute unless 
the land is of freehold or long leasehold tenure. Where land 
IS acquired partly for such purpose and partly for a farm to be 
used in connection with the Farm School or Farm Institute 
or for any other purpose, the apportionment of the cost of 
acquisition between the several portions shall be subject to the 
approval of the Board. 

* The expression “ not expenditure *’ means the actual payments on 
account of Agricultural Education after deducting all receipts other than 
from Rates or Government Grants. 

In the case of a farm maintained by an Authority the Board will have 
regard not only to the net cx})enditurc as defined above, but also to the cost 
of maintaining the farm based cm a I^ofit and Loss Account. 
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[c) No grant will be payable in respect of the capital cost of acquir- 
ing, stocking or working a farm or demonstration holding. 
The net cost of mciintaining any such farm or holding may, 
however, be included in the annual accounts of the Authority, 
and will, if app^’oved, be recognised for grant at the rate of 
06} per cent. Sums payable by way of interest and sinking 
fund charges on loans incurred to provide the capital required 
for the purposes mentioned may be charged to the Farm 
Account. 

Like* the courses of study at colleges the county system of 
education suffered as a result of the War. It is now, however, 
to be restored and extended, and it seems lik('ly that in view 
of the revised regulations foi county work given above the 
grant to counties will be more than doublexl in the aggrcgati\ 
and in a few cases the* incr<‘ase may hn oven greater. 

Local Authorities have bc‘en asked to prepare a comprehen- 
sive and satisfactory scheme of agricultural education for 
their areas by means of — - 

{n) The establishment and maintenance, or contri- 
butions towards th(‘ establishment and mainteaiance of 
an institution for higher agricultural education 

{b) The provision of a county stall of agricultural 
instructors, including particularly the appointmiiiit of an 
agricultural organiser (at present there are some 40 
agricultural organisers). 

(c) The establishment and maintenance, or con- 
tributions towards th(‘ f*stablishment and mainti'iiance of 
a farm institute or farm school. 

(d) The provision of technical advice for farmers. 

(e) The provision of regular short courses of instruc- 
tion at an approved centre or centres. 

(/) The provision of local courses, lectures, practical 
demonstrations, etc., through the agency of the County 
Agricultural Stafl or otherwise. 

Agricultural Recearoh. Grants will be made by the Board iu aid 
of the maintenance of certain approved Research Institutes and in aid of 
such other research work as tlicy may from time to lime approve. 

The subject of any research aided under these Regulations must be 
connected with agriculture or rural industries as defined by the Develop- 
ment and Road Improvement Funds Act, 

* The Development and Road Improvement Funds A^ t, 1909, provides 
that the Development Fund is to be used, intrr aha, for “ aiding and develop- 
ing agriculture and rural industries by promoting scientific research, inslruclion 
and experiments in the science, methods and practice of agriculture.'' 'the 
expression “ agriculture and rural industries " is defined as including " agri- 
culture, horticulture, dairying, the breeding of horses, cattle and other live 
stock and poultry, the cultivation of bees, home and cottage indu.stnes, the 
cultivation and preparation of flax, the cultivation and manufacture of 
tobacco, and any indusfries immediately connected with and .subservient to 
any of the said matters." 
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A|n*lcultural Reataroh InttitutoSb - Where an Institute has. in the 
past, been engaged in research in the subject for which a grant is made, 
the Board will require to be satisfied that the expenditure on work of 
the type to be aided is greater than it was in the year ending 30th 
September, iqii, by not less than the amount of the grant. 

The Board’s grant will not usually fall below two-thirds of the 
expenditure of the Institute as shown in its audited account, less any 
receipts from sales of materials, produce, and stock, but will not exceed 
the sum actually requii(‘d for the maintenance of the Institute. 

An application lor a grant in respect of the academic year beginning 
the 1st October should be submitted to the Board on the prescribed 
form not later than the 31st July preceding. 

ICach Institute must lu'cp account of tlie expenditure on the 
research work in the group of subjects with which it deals. This 
account must be audited annually by a chartered or incorporated 
accountant, and slioiild be for the twelve months ending on the 30th 
Septoml>er iii each year 

An applK.ation for the payment of the grant for the twelve months 
ending on the 30th Sc'ptember should be made as soon as possible after 
that (late, and should be accompanied by a certified copy of the audited 
account ri'ferred to. 

The Board will be willing to make payments on account of the grant, 
either (quarterly or half-yearly, m Ccis(‘s in which they are satislied that 
such pa^m(.M^ts ar(‘ nei'essary 

I'he a])pointment of the staff of an Institute will rest with 
Governing Body, Init the Board wall require to be satisli(‘d that the 
persons to be appointed ]H)ssess suitable qualifications for tlieir work. 

A (»eneral Kejiort on tlie work ol the year must be submitted to the 
Board not later tiian i ^tli November. 

In awandirig a grant, the Board wall not as a rule lie prepaicd to 
take into account expenses incurred bv the Institute 111 publi.^huig the 
results of research eithei in book form or in the form of ])eno(lical 
scientific memoiis. In the case of expensive publication'^ contiUiiing 
plates wliicli a scierUinc journal might be unable to accept because of 
the cost, grauts-in-.nd of publuation may be made, but in such cases 
an application must b<‘ made to the Board before publication is under- 
taken. . 

Each Institute will be cxpect(*d to aid the Board by investigating 
problems ot importance which may urgently require attention, and also 
to advise tin? Board from lime to time on technical questions relating 
to its own special subject. 

The foregoing Kcgulations ajijily to grants m respect of the annual 
maintenance of approved Institutes. Minor capital expenditure for 
such purposes as the adaptation or alteration of existing buildings ami 
for the purchase of apparatus will, if approved, be treated as ordinary 
expenses of maintenance. Applications for capital grants in respect 
of expenditure which cannot be borne on the annual account must be 
addressed to the Treasury w ith a view to a grant being made from the 
Development Fund, in accordance wnlh the prescribed Regulations 
(Statutoiy’^ Rules and Orders, 1910, No. 592). 

As regards Research Institutes the policy pursued by the 
Board is to concentrate research on a particular subject so 
far as possible at a single institution, and developments with a 
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view to secure a greater degree of co-ordination of work on 
related subjects are now under consideration ; in particular, 
research work on phytopathology is being concentrated 
at Rothamsted. In recent years grants have been made to 
fifteen institutes for research in plant physiology and pathology, 
plant breeding, plant nutrition and soil problems, fruit growing, 
glasshouse' crops, animal nutrition, animal Datholog}^ poultry 
and rabbit breeding, dairying, zoology %nd agricultural 
economics. 

Special Grants for Affrloulturai Research.— I'he above Research 
Institutes ai e permanently organised for the purposes of 
research, and the substantial grants which tlie Board make 
provide the whok^ or the larger portion of the cost of main- 
tenance. (irants are, howtwer, availalde for encouraging 
research at other institutions with the object of investigating 
specific probl(‘ms. These grants are not ordinarily available for 
providing the salaries of investigators and are intended to 
provide for special and incidental expenses. 

Tlie following rules have been made by the 1 )evelopnieni ('om- 
missioners to regulate the eonditions uiuler whub Special Kesearch 
(bants shall l>e given * — 

{a) (iranls will only be made in respecd of .sonu' definit<* subject 
of research (tlie dural ion of whicli is nol expect etl to extemd 
over more than three years) to be earned on in connection with 
a University. University ( ollege or other a])prove(l Institnlion 
or Soeiet}^ in Great 1 hi tain or Ireland. In the event of an 
applKMlion being made by an iiidivuhial. it must be supported 
by a recommendation trom the authorities of the Institution 
in t'onncction with whu.h the research is to be carried on, and 
accompanied by an undertaking that the necessary facilities for 
the work will be given. 

{b) The subject of research must be connected witli agriculture 
and its allied industnes. The applic.ition shall be made either 
to the Board of Agriculture ancl iashcries, or to the Board of 
Agriculture for Scotland, or to the Department of Agriculture 
and Technical Instruction, Ireland , the application must 
state fully the nature of the jiro posed research, tlie methods 
to be adopted, and the names and qualifications of the staff by 
-whom the work is to be undertaken, and must be accompanied 
by a detailed estimate of the cost. 

(r) Grants wdll be made for one year only, from ist October to 3 (^th 
September following. If it is proposed to continue the investi- 
gation after the expiry of the year, a fresh application must be 
made. 

(tf) Applications wrill be referred (through the Treasury) to the 
Advisory Committee on Agricultural Science appointc'd by 
the Development ('commissioners, and the latter, if they 
accept the recommendation of the Committee, will recom- 

M 
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mend to the Treasury that the grant approved shall be made 
from tlie Develojiineiit hurid to the Government Department 
concerned. Payment of the grant wall be made by the said 
Depart mej'T on such conditions as to accounts, etc,, as it 
mav from time to time prescribe, and the said Department 
sliall liave power to sanction variations in the approved 
estimate‘s, provided that an increase in the total grant sane- 
tioiud IS not thereby entailed. 

(c) No sp((ial grant shall ordinarily be made to a R(*st\irch Insti- 
tution aided by grants from the r)evelopment Fund except in 
conij((tion with an investig.ition lying outside the mam group 
of siibjci Is in res]K*ct of wduch a grant is made to the Institu- 
tion, and tlu'n only on condition that the work jiroposed can 
be niukrtahrn without undue interference with the principal 
work of the Institution. 

(/) Ko grants will ordinal ily be made for the routine apparatur, 
reage-nts, and otluT appliances which a reasonably equipped 
laboratory should ]uo\ ule. Grants may be made for expensive 
aratus f'r other materials wdiidi mav be specially required, 
but in tliat case th(' apparatus will remain the yiroperty of the 
]')epaTtm(Tit concerned, to be returned to them at the conclusion 
of tlie investigation. 

Grants will not ordinarily be made in respect of land, per- 
manent buildings or fittings. If the investigation nccessitat(*s 
the manitenancc of livestock, the cost wall be acertained on the 
basis of a Profit and Loss Account in the usual form. 

(g) A report (not necc.ssarily for publication) on the progress of the 
invi'sligation must be funiislied to the Department concerned in 
n spo( t of eacli investigation not later than three months after 
the tx]Mialu)n of the ]X'noci for which the grant is made. 
A co])y of this rcjxirt shall be transmitted to the Development 
('('innussioncrs, wdio wall transmit cojnes of the same to members 
of tlie Advisory Committee. • 

{h) Detailed accounts and vouchers of the expenditure incurred 
must be rendered, and payments will only be made in respect 
of moneys actually expended. Any exet'ss charges over and 
abo\e the sum authorised must be defrayed by the Institu- 
tion or individual carrying out the research. 

(?) New ap]ilicalions must l»e forw'ardcd to the Department con- 
cerned before the T 5 th May previous to the beginning of the 
academic year in respect of wdiich a grant is asked. Applica- 
tions for renewal may be submitted up to 15 th June. 
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REDEMPTION OF TITHE RENTCHARGE 
AND CORN RENTS : THE TITHE 
ACT, 1918.* 

1. The Desirability of Redemption.— It is gcnerall}^ agreed by 
landowners and titheowners alike that the redemption of 
tithe rentcharge on reasonable terms is desirable. Redemp- 
tion saves the landowner the trouble of verifying the 
accuracy of the demands sent to him half-yearly by th? tithe 
collector, and of having to remit the payments for sums which, 
in many instances, are very small. It also removes a possible 
cause of complication and delay in sales and other dispositions 
of land. The chief advantages of redemption to the titheowner 
are that it saves him the cost of collection, which in some 
])arishes is considerable', obviates a frequent causes of ill-feeling 
and litigation, and extinguishes 1h(‘ tithe rentcharge for all 
purposes, including the payment of rates and taxes. 

2 . Rodemption prior to the Tithe Act, 1918.— Prior to the 
passing of the Tithe Act, 191H, landowiK^rs could enforce 
redemption as a rule only in cases of tithe rentcharges 
not exceeding ^i)s. each in amount. Where a tithe rentcharge 
exceeded 205. the landowner iisualty could not redeem without 
the titheowner's consc'nt, and, if such a tithe rentcharge was 
attached to a bencficx', the concurrence of the bishop of the 
diocese and patrcjn of the living was also necessary. Moreover, 
except in a few special cases, lithe rentcharge was not redeem- 
able for les^ than twenty-five years' purchase of the par value 
of the tithe rentcharge. In these circumstances it is not 
surprising that at the datemf the passing of the Titlu' Ad, 1918, 
less than 2 pcT cent, of the tithe rentcharge charged on lands 
in England and Wales had been redeemed .since the com- 
mutation in 1836. 

3 . Redemption without Consents and on Reasonable Terms now 
Poeelble. — The Tithe Act, 1918, made important alterations 
in the law relating to redemption. It provides that a 
tithe rentcharge of any amount shall, on the application 
of the owner of the land and without the consemt of the 
owner of the rentcharge, the bishop, or the patron, be 
directed by the Board to be redeemed unless, owing to any 
exceptional circumstances, the Board otherwise direct. It 
further abolishes the minimum limit of twenty-five years' 
purchase for redemption, and provides that the consideration 

• This Article is issued as Leaflet No. 329. 
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for redemption shall be fixed by an agreement between the 
landowner and the titheowner, or, in default of such agreement, 
by the determination of the Board, but this does not apply to 
any rentcharge with respect to the redemption of which pro- 
ceedings were pending on the 2ist November, 1918. Another 
important i)rovision of the Act is that which enables the land- 
owner to ]:>ay tlu‘ rc'demptioii money by means of an annuity 
for a period of years not exceeding fifty. 

4 . Agrreements as to the Amount of Consideration for Redemption. — 
Section 4 (i) of the Act, which enacts that the amount of the 
consideration money payable on the redemption of a tithe 
rentcharge may be agieiid by the owners of the land and of 
the rentcharge, is qualified by Section 4 (3) which provides that 
no such agreement is valid : — 

{n} if made by a spiritual person entitled in respect of his 
ben(‘fice or cure, (‘xcept with the consent of Queen 
Anm‘’s Bounty, or, in th(‘ cas(‘ of a rentcharge afiected 
by the Welsh Church Act, 1914, of the Welsh Church 
C oinmissi oners , or 

{h) if made by a person (not being a spiritual person so 
( ntitled) who is not empower(‘d to sell the ri^ntcharge 
unless he obtains the consemt of some other pcTson, 
c'xcept with th(' consent of that other person. 

5. In Default of Agrreement, Board determine Compeneation. — 
Section 4 (i) of the Act directs that, in default of an agree- 
ment as to the amount of the consideration for redemption 
the Board, on the application of the owner of the rent- 
charge, or of the owner of the land or any part thereof, 
shall determine what is fair compensation for the redemption, 
in accordance with the method prescribed in the First Schedule 
of the Act. This Schedule provides that the Board shall 
estimate the annual sum payable in perpetuity which they 
considiT t'qual to the variable tithe rentcharge which would be 
payable if there were no redemption. This estimated annual 
sum is called the gross annual value,*’ and the following 
deductions are directed to be made from it in order to obtain what 
may conveniently be described as the “ net annual value ” : — 

(1) the aA^erago annual amounts paid or payable by the 
titheowner in respect of the rentcharge on account of 
rates and land tax during the three years immediately 
preceding the date of the application to redeem ; and 

(2) such sum, not exceeding 2J per cent, of the gross 
annual value,” as in the opinion of the Board repre- 
sents the necessary cost of collection of the rentcharge. 
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The compensation for redemption is such sum as in the 
opinion of the Board is sufficient, after payment of the cost of 
investment, to produce when invested in Government securities 
a permanent annuity equal to the net annual value.'' 

In the case of an application for redemption made Ix^fore the 
ist January, 1921, the Schedule directs that the “ gross annual 
value of the rentcharge shall be tak(‘ii to be the original 
commuted amount thereof, and that tint compensation shall be 
twenty-one times the “ net annual value ” obtained from it as 
explained above. 

It will be observed that the amount of the consideration for 
redemption in any particular case depends largely upon the 
deductions to be made in respect of rates, land tax and cost of 
the collection of the tithe rentcharge, and, as these outgoings 
differ very considerably in different parishes, the consideration 
for redemption in difterent parishes will not be by any means 
uniform. 

The following exani}) 1 es of the nK'thod of cal(Tilating the 
consideration for redemption may b(', useful. Assuming (i) 
local rates and land lax on the tithe rentcharge^ for the three 
years immediately prc‘ceding the application to rc‘deem to be, 
say, 55. and in the pound, respectively, (2) an average 
assessment for the three years of £bb for each £Too of tithe 
rentcharge (par value), and (3) the cost of collection to be 
2\ per cent., the consideration money would, in the case of 
tithe rentcharge attached to a benefice, be arrived at as 
follows : — 

‘‘ Gross Annual V«alue ” of £100 tithe rentcharge 

(until ist January, 1921, fixed by the Act) . . ;^ioo 

(par value). 

Deductions — £ cL £ s. d. 

Half rate (2s. 6<i. in £) on £^() assessment . . 850 

Land Tax (3 in .. .. .. .. o lO 6 

Cost of Collection (2^ per cent, on £100) : bee 

First Schedule to Act . . . . . . 2 10 o 

II II () 

Net Annual Value . . . . . . 88 8 0 

The consideration money = £88 8s. x 21 = £1,856 18s. td., 
i.e., just over i8| years’ purchase of the par value of the tithe 
rentcharge, and 17 years’ purchase of its present value, i.e., 
£109 3s. lid. After the ist January, 1926, the value of tithe 
rentcharge will vary from year to year in accordance with the 
average prices of wheat, barley and oats for the fifteen preceding 
years. 
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The consideration money in respect of tithe rentcharge not 
attached to a benefice would be calculated similarly except 
that the whole rate (5s. in the pound) instead of the half-rate 
would have to be deducted in arriving at the net annual value 
of the tithe rentcharge. The consideration money for redemp- 
tion in such cases would be, on the above assumptions, 
£1,683 135. Gd. for £100 par value, or just over i6f years’ 
purchase, and ratlier h'ss than 15 1 years’ purchase of the 
present value. 

6. Provisions for Dlsoharg^s of Consideration for Redemption by 
Annuity.~By agreement the consideration for redemption may 
be an annuity payable yearly or half-yearly for a period not 
exceeding 50 years. The owner of the land or any part 
thereof may apply to the Board on or before the 1st January, 
1921, for a direction that payment shall be made by 
means of a similar annuity. Section 4 (2) of the Act 
provides that the amount of the annuitj^ shall be calculated in 
th(' following maniK'r. To interest not exceeding 5 per cent, 
per annum on (lie e(.nb*ui.iciUoii nione}' is lo be added such 
sum as would be sufficient, if the periodical payments thereof 
w(irc accumulated at compound intcirest at a rale not exceeding 
4 per cent, per annum, to product' an amount equal to the 
consideration money at Iht' end of the said pei'iod. The total 
of Ihc'se two sums will give the amount of the 3''(‘arly or half- 
yearl}^ pajunimt of the annuity as the case may be. 

In any such case th(‘ Board by order cliarge the land with 
the annuit\^ and tin* order will contain such provisions for 
giving effect to the charge', and for protecting the interests of 
persons int (Tested in the rentcharge. 

If the rat(‘ of intci t'Sl on the consideration mone}^ were 5 per 
cent, and the annual amount lo be accumulated in order to 
replace the considt'ration nionty at the end of, say, 50 years, 
were calculated at 3J per cent, compound interest, the annuity 
for 50 3T‘ars required under the Act to discharge the considera- 
tion for redemption of £i( 0 tithe rentcharge, if attached to a 
benefice, would be £108 zs. Orf., and if not attached to a benefice, 
would be £98 os. qrf. 

7. CharRet for Redomption Monty if not duly Paid. — If the 

consideration money payable in respect of the redemption of 
a^tithe rentcharge is not paid or discharged within one month 
after the same becomes payable, the owner of the rentcharge 
may apply to the Board for an order charging the land with 
the pajTOent of the consideration money and the costs incurred 
in obtaining the charge. 
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8. Priority and Registration of Chargreo. — A charge created 
under the provisions of paragraph 6 or 7 will have 
priority over existing charges, but must l^e registered 
under the Land Charges Registration and Searches Act, 1888, 
in the Land Registry. 

9. Provision of Money for Redemption by Limited Owners. — 

Money applicable to tlu‘ purchase of land to be settled or 
held to or on any uses or trusts may be applied in or towards 
the redemption of a lithe rentcharge which is charged on 
land settled or held to or on the like uses or trusts. 

Limited owners can, with the consent of the Board, charge 
the redemption money and expenses on the land exonerated. 

10 . How Liability for Tithe Rentcharge may be ascertained. — 

Any person may ascertain the liability of his property as 
regards tithe rentcharge by inspecting the Tithe Map and 
Apportionment in the custody of the Board ; or he can 
obtain the information by letter on sending to the Board a 
plan showing the situation of the property, and paying the 
SiJU(‘h cliargr hi <'i;i awiMgc ca^e does not exceed 5s. 

('crtified co})ies of the maj) and apportionm(‘nt are deposited 
in the parish, usually in the custody of the Incumbent and 
( hurchwardens, and with the Registrar of the Diocese, and are 
op(‘n to inspection on payment of a charge of 2 s, Gel. (Tithe 
Act, 1836, s. 64). 

11 . Procedure where different Properties ars jointly charg^ed with 
same Rentcharge.- If land is not sejmrately charged with tithe 
rentcharge, but forms j)arl o1 a larger area, comprising other 
properties, which is subjijct to one rentcharge, redemption 
cannot proceed unless all the owners combine until an altered 
apportionment has been made fixing a separate' rentcharge 
upon tile land proposed to be redei'ined. Such altered 
apportionment is not jMacticable if it involves th(' imposition 
of any rt'iit charge less than 5s., but in such cases it may be 
possible to proceed under the provisions referrc'd to in para- 
graph 16. 

12. Expense ssved by Application by several Landowners. — Any 

number of rentcharges taken from the same,' tithe apportion- 
ment may be included in the same application, and propor- 
tionately the fee is less in cases where the total amount of 
the rentcharges incliid('d in the application is large. (See 
paragraph 15.) 

13. When the Rentcharge will Cease and be Extinguished. — 

In cases where the consideration money is discharged by 
the payment of a lump sum the rentcharge is extinguished 
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from and after the payment of the half-yearly portion 
of the rentcharge which shall next accrue due subsequently 
to the time of the payment of such sum, and in cases 
where the consideration money is discharged by an annuity, 
the rentcharge is extinguished after payment of the first instal- 
ment of the annuity, and in cases where a charge on the land is 
created under paragraph 7, after payment of the half-yearly 
portion of the rentcharge which accrues due next subsequently 
to the time of the creation of the charge. 

14. Issue of Certifioate of Redemption.— In cases other than 
those in which the Board direct the discharge of the con- 
sideration money by an annuity when the redemption money 
has been paid under the direction of the Board to the persons 
entitled to receive it, a certificate under the seal of the Board 
is issued, declaring the rentcharge redeemed. The Certificate 
of Redemption is retained in the custody of the Board, and 
may be inspected on paj^ment of a fee of is. od. Any person 
interested can be supplied with a copy of the certificate on 
payment of a small charge for the cost of preparing it. 

1 5. Fsss.— The following official fees arc payable where the 
application for redemption is made by the landowner : — 


£ s. d. 

Where the rentcharge hoes not exceed I5. . . . . 050 

WTiere the rentcharge exceeds ls. and does not exceed 2s. o 7 6 

Where the rentcharge exceeds 2S. and does not exceed 3s. o 10 o 

Where the rentcharge exceeds 35. and does not exceed 4s. o 12 6 

\Vhere the rentcharge exceeds 4s, and does not exceed 55. 015 o 

Where the rentcharge exceeds 55. a fee of 155. for the first 
5s. and for each additional 5s. or fractional part of 35. to 

h 050 

I"or each 35. or fractional part of 55. beyond £2 up to 

£5 026 

For each £f) or fractional part of £6 beyond £^ . . o 2 0 


1 6. Appiloatlons by a Titheowner or by tho Owner of part only of the 
Land oharged with a Tithe Rentoharga.— Where land is charged 
with a tithe rentcharge of any amount and has been divided since 
the last apportionment into numerous plots for building or other 
purposes so that no further apportionment can conveniently be 
made, application for the redemption of the entire rentcharge 
may be made under Section 32 of the Tithe Act, i860, by the 
owner of any of the plots, or under Section 5 of the Tithe Act, 
1878, by the owner of the tithe rentcharge. 

Where land is charged with a tithe rentcharge not exceeding 
20s., the owner of the tithe rentcharge may apply for its 
redemption under Section 3 of the Tithe Act, 1878. In cases, 
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however, where the lands of one landowner in the same parish 
are charged with rentcharges, which severally do not exceed 
20 s. but which in the aggregate do exceed that sum, the Board 
will not, as a rule, be prepared to order the redemption of such 
rentcharges without the landowner's concurrence. 

17. Corn Rents and other Payments under Looal Acts, etc. — 

The provisions referred to in paragraphs 3 to 9 and 
II to 16, except the method of arriving at the fair com- 
pensation for redemption which is explained in paragraph 5, 
apply to corn rents, rentcharges, and money payments (other 
than rentcharges payable under the Extraordinary Tithe 
Redemption Act, 1886) which are liable to redemption under 
the Tithe Acts, 1836 to 1891. In default of an agreement 
between the parties as to the amount of the compensation for 
redemption, the Board under Section (i) of the Tithe Act, 1918, 
determine what is fair compensation for the redemption." 
The Board estimate the annual sum payable in perpetuity 
which is equal to the corn rent or other payment in question, 
having due regard to any variation to which the payment may 
be liable under the local Act or by Order of Quarter Sessions 
made under the local Act. From the estimated annual sum 
thus arrived at, the same deductions in respect of rates and 
land tax, if any, and the cost of collection ar(‘ made as in the 
case of the redemption of tithe rentcharge. The net result 
multiplied b}^ 21 gives the required amount of the consideration. 

18. inorement Value Duty.-— It having been suggested that the 
ettcct of the redcuiij^tion of tithe rentcharge is to increase 
the increment value' of the land and so rend(T the landowner 
liable to increased taxation under the Finance (1909-10) 
Act, 1910, the Board have ascertained from the Commis- 
sioners of Inland Revenue that there is no ground for the 
suggestion. 

19. Forms. — ^The following forms will be supplied by the 
Board on request : — 

(i.) (rj) Instructions for the redemption of tithe rentcharge and 
corn rents, etc., in cases where the application is made 
by the landowner (B. 14/C.) 

{b) Application for the redemption of tithe rentcharge 111 such 
cases (B. 13/C). 

(c) Application for the redemption of corn rents, etc., in such 
cases (B. 60 /C). 

(2,) (a) Instructions for the compulsory redemption of tithe rent- 
charge, corn rents, etc., in cases where the application 
IS made by the tithe-owner or by the owner of part only 
of the land (B. 2ro/C). 
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{b) Application for the redemption of tithe rentcharge in 
such cases {B. 9/C). 

(r) A pplj cation for the redemption of corn rents, etc., in such 
cases (B. 212/C). 

(^.) Forms of continuation srhodule for use in the redemption 
of tithe rentcharge or of corn rents, etc., in cases where 
the sciiedule provideil 111 the form of application is 
not sutheient to show all the rentcharges proposed to be 
Ted(*(‘mrd (B 2^/("), 


SILVER LEAF IN FRUIT TREES. 

During rcccni yi^ars fruit growers have suffered very severe 
losses from the disease known as Silver Leaf. The trouble is 
particularly common on trees belonging to the order Rosaceae, 
for example, plum, apple, almond, apricot, dv^vvy, peach, 
nectarine, and Portiigrd laurel, but trees and shrubs belonging 
to altogether dilierent orders arc also affect c'd. Amongst 
these may be menliom d currant, gooseberry, horse-chestnut, 
laburnum, and tree lupin. It is, howeve^r, in the plum that 
Silver Leaf has caused most serious loss, the Victoria variety 
especially having been attacked and killed in large numbers, 
so much so that uiilt'ss drastic measures are taken to prevent 
the spread of the disease this valuable variety of plum is 
threatened with extermination. 

Dasoriptltn.--As the name implies, the -foliage of trees 
suflering from Silv(M' Leaf develops a silvery or leaden sheen 
which usually commeiicc's in a single branch. After a time the 
affected branch begins to die back, and as branch after branch 
becomes attacked larg(' portions of the tree die, and as a general 
rule the whole tree is ultimately killed. The length of time 
between the first symptoms of disease and the death of the tree 
varies witli the specie's or variety, the extent of the attack, 
and other factors. If aliccted branches are removed as soon 
as the first signs of attack are manifest, trees may often be saved, 
and in a fe\v cases afic'cted trees recover without any treatment 
whatever. As a general rule, however, unless promptly 
attended to, the tn'o inevitably succumbs. After the death 
of a branch, but not necessarily after the whole tree has died, 
a purple fungus named Siereum purpureum will usually be 
found pushing its way through the dead bark and forming flat 
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incrustations {see Fig. 2) or bracket-shaped bodies {see Fig. 3) 
on the surface of the dead bough and branch. These structures 
are the reproductive portions of the fungus, and produce 
innumerable spores. The fungus itself had been present in the 
wood of the tree for one or more seasons and had been res- 
ponsible, as explained below, for the silvering of the foliage 
and the death of the branches, but it was only after the latter 
had died that it proceeded to develop externally and to produce 
its fructifications. 

Cause of the Dissase.— Although much further research is 
needed as to the nature of Silver Leaf, and many problems 
connected with it await elucidation, practically all authorities 
are agreed that Stercum purpureum is capable of producing 
Silver Leaf, and that this fungus is primarily responsible for 
the disease in plum orchards all over the country. It is not 
maintained that Silver Leaf is invariably brought about by 
this fungus, but exceptions are comparatively rare and from the 
fruit-grower’s point of view they are negligible. 

The scientific knowledge which is possessed as to Silver Leaf 
is due exclusively to the work of British botanists, and for tlie 
last ten years Mr. F. T. ]-Jrooks, of Cambridge, has made the 
disease a special study. This writer pointed out that the wood 
of a plum branch possessing silvered foliage prai'tically always 
shows dark brown or blackish markings when cut across {see 
Fig. 4), although in the earty stages of attack this discoloration 
is usually considerably below^ the silvered leaves. Microscopic 
examination revealed the fact that the discoloured portion of 
the \voo(l contained the fin^' threads of fungus mycelium and 
that the brown colour was due to the presence of a brown gum. 
Brooks further showed that if portions of the mycelium of 
Stercum purpureum (derived either from naturally- grown 
specimens or from the fungus grown in pure culture) were 
inociilatt'd into a healthy plum under conditions which preclude 
the possibility of infection from other sources, precisely similar 
mycelium was produced, together with tlu^ discoloration of 
the wood and the formation of gum. The foliage also developed 
the characteristic silvery appearance. This experiment has 
been performed over and over again on various kinds of plum 
and at different seasons of the year with the same result. 
Inoculations with the spores of the fungus also produced the 
same effect. No silvering of the foliage, however, occurred if 
cuts were made but no Stereum purpureum inserted, or if some 
other fungus (such as Stereum hirsutum) was employed instead. 
It is important to note that if the silvered foliage is examined 
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no mycelium is found in the tissues, nor as a rule is there any 
in the upper part of the affected branch and twigs, at all events 
in the early stages of attack. The fungus is confined to the 
discoloured portion of the wood which occurs lower down, 
though its effects are seen in the silvering of the foliage. The 
silveriness itself is found to be primarily due to the accumulation 
of air below the epidermal cells, much in the same way that, 
owing to the presence of air, a white streak often shows in a 
block of ice when it is cracked. The epidermal cells have a 
tendency to break away from the cells immediately below, 
and the presence of air interferes with the normal reflection of 
light from the surface of the leaf. 

From correspondence in the horticultural press it is evident 
that many persons have not appreciated the above facts and 
are still concerned with theories and speculations as to the 
cause of Silver Leaf, or occupied with side issues. It should be 
clearly understood therefore that Stereum purpureum is the 
responsible par.asitc in the fruit plantations of the country, and 
that no other theory which has been put forward to account 
for Silver Leaf in association with the dying back of fruit trees 
has been proved. 

Deaoiiption of the Funsrue.— It is important that growers 
should learn to recognise the fungus causing the disease, 
as it may occur on the dead wood of other trees besides 
plum, and should not be allowed to persist where fruit trees 
are grown ; all w'ood harbouring it should be cut up and used 
for firewood. 

The fructifications of Stereum purpureum are purple-mauve 
when fresh, often with a white or pale woolly margin, but they 
change colour with age. In consistency they are leathery. 
They are very variable in form and appear either as flat 
incrustations up to several inches long covering the under 
surface of the branches or on the sides of the trunk [see Fig. 2), 
or as bracket-shaped projections of J^ in. to 1-in. in width, and 
arranged in tiers one above the other (see Fig. 3). In this case 
the upper surface is hairy, and the under surface smooth. 
The purple colour, however, is the characteristic feature, and 
no other fungus of this colour occurs on plum. 

The spores are produced in abundance on the smooth under- 
surface of the fructifications. Although the latter shrivel up 
in dry weather they are capable of reviving with rain and 
discharging a fresh crop of spores. Iri this way the spore- 
discharge from a given fruit body may last over a long period. 







Fig. 4. — Cross section of branch showing flisr ascfl 
wood, dark in colour, and sound wood. Ivvicc 
natural size. 



Fig. 5. — Blenheim Orange Apple tree that 
has died after being regrafted The scions 
also have died and the stock bears fructifi. 
cations of Stereum purpureum. 
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The fructifications appear at any time of year when the weather 
is moist and mild, but they are produced in the greatest 
abundance after the heavy rains of autumn. 

Msthmi of Sproadlncr.— The fungus is propagated by the 
spores which are freely distributed by wind. They germinate 
readily in moist weather, and the fungus gains admission to 
the trees through wounded surfaces such as cracked branches, 
injured trunks, fissures in the bark, and any other unprotected 
wounds. On germination, a mycelium is produced which first 
of all attacks the dead and injured tissues, but on gaining 
strength invades the water-conducting cells and attacks the 
living part of the tree. It has been shown that infection by 
spores cannot take place through the sound and uninjured 
beu'k. 

Where the roots of two trees oveilap the; mycelium from a 
diseased root may attack a sound root if in actual contact 
with it, and thus spread the disease. The mycelium, however, 
does not spread through the soil itself, but in or along portions 
of the woody roots. According to Brooks, however, it is not 
by means of the roots that the disease is generally spread, and 
in support of this it will be noted that affected trees, for 
instance in a plantation of Victorias, usually appear scattered 
about in an irregular manner, and not radiating out from a 
common centre. 

Silver I,eaf is especially prevalent in trees which have been 
cut down and regrafted, and in the case of apples it is as a rule 
only top-grafted trees which sufter to any large extent. The 
varieties badly attacked when top-grafted are mostly those 
which are known to callus poorly, such as Lord Suifield, Lord 
Grosvenor, Manx Codlin, Ecklinville and Pott’s Seedling. 
The explanation, probably, is that the unprotected cut stump 
offers exceptional facilities for spore-infection. This infection 
may not take place immediately, but if it docs occur and 
mycelium develops in the stock it usually spreads to the graft 
and brings about its rapid death. Fig. 5 shows a case where 
the fungus obtained an entry soon after grafting and where the 
scions made little growth. 

In connection with spore-infection it should be remembered 
that the spores which give rise to new infections do not 
necessarily originate from a tree of the same kind as the one 
attacked. Stereum purpureum, for instance, is often found on 
laburnum in gardens, and spores from this may bring about 
Silver Leaf in plums. 
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SuMVptiblHty of variotloo.— AU varieties of plum are liable 
to Silver Leaf. At one end of the list stands Victoria, 
by far the most susceptible of all, with Czar (very subject to 
the disease in certain localities) as second, and at the other end 
River’s Early Prolific and the Yellow Pershore, which are 
highly resistant. The explanation of the frequency of attack 
in Victoria has been sought in its heavy cropping powers, 
which not only weaken the trees, but bring about breaking of 
the branches, thus affording points of entry for the fungus. 
This is, however, probably only partly responsible, the true 
explanation doubtless lying in those subtle factors which govern 
susceptibility and immunity in all kinds of plants and animals. 

The question of the effect of stocks has recently attracted 
attention and in some quarters it has been stated that Victorias 
grafted on highly resistant varieties partake of the resistance 
of the stock. Many trees have consequently been worked 
recently on the Yellow Pershore Plum, especially in the 
Evesham district, but whether a permanent beneficial effect 
has been produced or not is at present uncertain, since the use 
of this stock on an extensive scale has only been practised for 
the last ten years. In the case of Victorias it is usually in 
trees 20-25 years old that Silver Leaf causes such wholesale 
damage, hence it is too early to form an opinion based on any 
extensive trials. The Yellow Pershore plum itself is un- 
doubtedly occasionally attacked by Silver Leaf, and, according 
to reliable growers, Victorias worked on it have, after a time, 
shown signs of the disease. The whole question of stocks is 
now under investigation, both from a scientific and practical 
standpoint, but time must elapse before the results of the 
investigations become available. 

Control Monouroo.— Although no cure for Silver Leaf is 
at present known, the following recommendations, if carried 
out thoroughly, will materially help in checking the spread of 
the disease : — 

I. Removal of Trees and Cutting out Branches . — Some 
growers advocate the removal and destruction of all trees 
showing silvered foliage ; but, judging from experience in 
Cambridgeshire on a fairly extensive scale, it appears that this 
drastic treatment is not necessary’. If affected trees are 
systematically and energetically dealt with as soon as the 
(hsease appears it is possible very considerably to control its 
spread. To effect this the following two operations must be 
rigorously enforced : — 
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(а) All dead trees must be grubbed up and destroyed, and 

also all trees which have begun to die back. 

(б) All silvered branches, even though they show no signs 

of dying back, must be cut out. It will be remem- 
bered that the minute threads of the fungus are 
usuaUy found in the tissues of the wood considerably 
further down the branch than the level at which the 
silvered leaves appear. Silvered branches, therefore, 
must be cut back to a point where no dark stain in the 
wood can be found. Unless this be attended to the 
operation will not be successful and the diseabc will 
spread to other branches. It should further be re mem- 
bered that, as callus-formation takes place much more 
readily if the branches are cut back close to the main 
branch or stem, it is advisabh , if practicable, to cut 
back to such a point. 

2. Prcvcnlion and Healing of Wounds , — All wounds made 
by the removal of branchcis should be pared over with a knife, 
and covered ai once with Stockholm tar. It is important also 
that wounded surfaces made by the breaking off of branches 
through wind or other causes should be attended to in the 
same way, and, in the case of the highly susccplil)le Victoria, 
branches which have cracked through heavy crops of fruit 
should be cut off. Trees should never be injured more Ilian is 
necessary, and in every case the wound should be immediately 
protected with tar. 

3. General MaLswrcs.—Accumulations of woody debris 
must not be allowed. Sawn-ofl branches and trees that have 
been grubbed up should be removed from the plantation 
immediately and be used for firewood. Small branches should 
be burnt on the spot. If it is necessary to keep the firew'ood 
for any time, it should be stored as far away as possible from 
fruit trees and preferably in a shed. To cut down dead trees 
without subsequently removing them is useless, and to keep a 
wood- pile in or near a fruit garden is a practice that cannot be 
too strongly condemned. If it is quite impracticable to take 
diseased trees up by the roots they should be cut down close 
to the ground and the stump covered with at least six inches of 
soil. Exposed stumps on which the fungus can fructify must 
never be left. 

Drainage also should be attended to. Silver Leaf is believed 
to make more rapid headway on heavy soils and in damp 
situations. Any improvement, therefore, in the efrainage of 
an orchard wiU help the trees to resist the disease. 
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The application of lime, moreover, must not be neglected. 
Where the soil is sour through lack of lime, the general health 
of the trees suffers, and, as a consequence, they more readily 
fall a prey to disease. 

4. Resistant Varieties . — ^Where Silver Leaf is very severe 
and many trees have had to be removed it is advisable to plant 
plums other than Victoria or Czar. Tliis applies especially to 
cases where the groimd is surrounded by orchards or plan- 
tations in which the disease is still rampant and where the new 
trees will be in constant danger of spore-infection. Of varieties 
to be recommended, Pond’s Seedling, Monarch, Purple Egg 
Plum and Damsons are generally fairly resistant, whilst 
Pershore Yellow Plum, River’s Early ITolific and Damascene 
are extremely seldom attacked. 

Note. — T he Board wish to acknowledge their indebtedness 
to Mr. F. T. Brooks, M.A., for permission to reproduce the 
illustrations which appeared in his Article in the Journal 
of Agricultural Science, June, 1913, the blocks of which have 
been kindly lent by the Cambridge University Press. 

(Tilts Article is also issued as Leaflet No. 302.) 


ONION SMUT: A DISEASE NEW 
TO BRITAIN. 

A. D. Cotton. 

The occurrence of Onion Smut in Britain is of importance 
not only on account of the serious nature of the disease itself 
but as a warning for the need of continual alertness with respect 
to the introduction of new diseases and the possibility of this 
being brought about by the use of contaminated seed. 

Onion Smut is caused by the fungus Urocystis cepulae. Frost. 
The original wild host of this fungus is not known with 
certainty, but for the last fifty years it has been the cause of 
serious disease in the Eastern States of America, and it is usually 
regarded as of American origin. In Europe isolated outbreaks 
of Onion Smut have been reported from France, Germany and 
Denmark, but no record of its occurrence in England has been 
pubhshed. Massee deals with Onion Smut in his work 
“ Diseases of Cultivated Plants and Trees ” (1910), but he does 
not state that the fungus had been recorded as appearing in 
this country, and it is well known that he included in this 
volume several diseases not found in Britain. In his subsequent 
wcMk, " Mfldews, Rusts and Smuts ” (1913), which is admittedly 
a British Flora, Urocystis cepulae, is not mentioned. 
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An extensive literature on Onion Smut is to be found in 
American publications. The disease commenced to be trouble- 
some about 1870, and the first accurate account with a des- 
cription of Urocystis cepulae was published by Farlow in 1877. 
A particularly full and careful account by K. Thaxter will be 
found in the Report of the Connecticut Agricultural Experiment 
Station for 1889. Since that date many bulletins and papers, 
mostly concerned with control methods, have been published, 
and a general account will bo found in all modem American 
text books. 

With regard to the eradication of the disease, the great 
difficulty lies in the impossibility of satisfactorily disinfecting 
contaminated soil. The spores are v(Ty long liv(‘d, and soil 
badly contaminat('d, unless specially treated, is rendered 
useless for onion growing lor many years. For this reason the 
cultivation of onions over thousands of aci'es of valuable ground 
in Connecticut had to be given up. 

British Outbreaks.— The history of the outbreaks in Britain 
is as follows : — Diseased sp(‘cimens of onions were submitted 
to the Board from a private garden near Northampton in the 
beginning of June, 1918. It was at once apparent that the 
plants were attacked by U. ccpulac, and a visit was paid to the 
locality by two of the Board’s officers in f>rder to ascertain the 
extent of the affected area and the amount of damage which 
had been caused. The bed occupied by the onions proved to 
be small, and the total number of plants affected was not 
great — 10 to 15 jx*r cent. Many of these, however, were attacked 
severely and were completely crippled. The owner stated 
that he had observed the disease the previous season but was 
not successful in discovering its identity ; on its reappearance, 
however, in 1918, he submitted specimens to the Board. The 
1918 bed was in immediate proximity to the infected plot of 
1917. The owner was advised carefully to remove and burn 
all affected plants and to abandon onion growing on the affected 
soil. Although onions had been cultivated for many years, 
the disease had not been noted previous to 1917. The intro- 
duction of Smut was therefore probably due to the use of 
contaminated seed.* The seed was bought locally, but 
efforts to trace the original source of supply were not 
successful. 

♦ It is necessary to maintain the distinction between “ contamination " 
and “infection." “Contamination" signifies that the fungus or fungal 
spores are upon or amongst the seeds, whilst “ infection " would* imply that 
the fungus had effected an entrance into the seed, which, in the present 
instance, is not the case. 

N 
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The occurrence of the outbreak was at once made public- 
It was notified to the Board’s Plant Disease Sub-Committee 
and to the honorary correspondents for the Plant Disease 
Survey. A Press notice was also issued warning gardeners, 
allotment holders, and others to be on their guard against the 
presence of a new onion malady. As a result of this action a 
very large number of onion plants suffering from various 
diseases, especially Macrosporium parasiticum following 
Penmospora, were forwarded to the Board’s Advisory Depart- 
ment, but no spticimens affected with Smut were received. 
Since some uncertainty had been expressed with regard to the 
previous existence of the disease in England, a number of 
circular letters were sent to growers, inspectors, advisory 
biologists, etc., with regard to evidence on this point. With 
the exception of the two cases mentioned below, no evidence 
was forthcoming. 

The two letters giving information of a positive character 
were from Dr. Win. G. Smith, of the East of Scotland College 
of Agriculture, and Mr. S. P. Mercer, Acting AdvistT in 
Agricultural Botany at Armstrong College, Ncwcastle-on-Tjme. 
Dr. W. G. Smith stated that a Smut fungus had occurred in 
young leeks and onions (esjxicially the former) in some allot- 
ments near Edinburgh in 1912. The fungus was not, however, 
determined with certainty, and no record was published. The 
disease had not been observed before that date and no fresh 
cases had occurred. Dr. Smith kindly forwarded specimens 
preserved in spirit and the fungus proved to be the true Onion 
Smut U. cepulae. 

Mr. S. P. Mercer in a detailed report showed that the disease 
was present in several gardens in Northumberland. He pointed 
out that it had been observed in 1914 and that its occurrence 
was noted in the Report of the Adviser in Agricultural Botany 
(Mr. W. B. Mercer) for 1914-13, but this report was not 
published. Being Usted in the volume by Massee, cited above, 
the disease was not regarded as new to Britain. Leeks were 
stated to have been the first attacked and these have always 
shown greater susceptilfility than onions. In 1918 Smut 
appeared in several new gardens in widely separated localities. 
An examination of the garden infected in 1914 failed to reveal 
the presence of Smut, but it should be noted that the examina- 
tion was made late in the season, when attacked plants, had 
there been any, would probably have died and disappeared. 
Mr. Mercer had all the cases under strict observation and has 
in hand a number of trials with soil fungicides. 
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Further inquiries and careful observations were continued 
during the remainder of the season, as far as possible throughout 
the whole country, but no further outbreaks were reported. 

Since it had been demonstrated in America that onion seed 
was at times liable to be contaminated with Smut spores 
(Ann. Report, Mass. Agric. Expt. Sta., 1910, pp. 164-7), 
appeared possible that Smut was being introduced into this 
country with foreign seed. Fifty-two samples of American seed 
which was about to be sown at Kew were therefore tested for the 
presence of spores. Although in several cases resting spores 
of Onion Mildew were found, no evidence that the samples 
were contaminated with Smut was obtained. 

Description of the Disease. — In the early stages of attack 
Onion Smut shows itself as dark opaque spots or streaks on 
the leaves. The streaks arc at first covered by the skin of the 
leaf, but this is soon ruptured by the fungus within, and a sooty, 
powdery mass of spores is exposed. The spore-mass readily 
falls out or is blown away. In Figure i a mass of spores, 
still in situ, is seen in the upper part of the outer leaf on the 
left. This spore-mass formerly extended to the base of the 
bulb, but in the lower part it has almost entirely fallen away. 
It is from the presence of the soft, sooty mass of spores that 
the group of Smut fungi receive their name. Spore-masses 
form in the inner as well as in the outer leaves, and the outer 
scales of the bulb itself may also be affected in the same way. 

The spores fall from the plants and contaminate the soil. 
Thaxter has estimated that a smutted onion plant, if of large 
size, may produce between one and two million spores. 
Examined with the microscope, the spores are of the compound 
type usually termed spore-balls,"' and characteristic of the 
genus Urocystis. They consist of one, or rarely two, large dark 
spores (12-16 fi diam.) surrounded by a number of small, paler, 
sterile cells. The entire spore-balls measure 17-24 fi in diameter. 

Onion Smut attacks seedling onions whether sown in spring 
or autumn. Its effect on the plant varies considerably. In 
bad cases the seedlings are killed outright, but in milder attacks 
they survive, though they are often severely crippled. White 
onions, especially White Lisbon, appear to suffer most. With 
regard to weather, favourable growing conditions, especially 
during the critical period of infection, probably assist the plant 
in overcoming the attack. In a hot, dry season, when the 
vigour of the host plant is reduced, the disease is more fatal. 

Method of Infootlon,— Although the disease first shows itself 
externally in the form of dark areas on the leaves, the fungus 
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entered the plant much earlier in its career. It was shown by 
Thaxter that the plants are only attacked when quite young. 
Actual infection takes place below the ground level, and is 
jEobably confined to the first leaf. The mycelium produced 
develops within the tissues of the seedling, spreading upwards, 
and subsequently invading other leaves and producing the 
spore-masses described above. It will be observed, therefore, 
that the method of infection in Onion Smut, though comparable 
to that occurring in certain other Smut fungi, is different from 
that found in most leaf diseases {e.g., mildews and rusts). The 
spores are unable to infect the green leaves above ground. It 
is particularly fortunate that this subterranean infection is 
confined to quite young seedlings, since it enables “ sets ” and 
seedlings raised in clean soil to be planted on contaminated 
land without fear of their contracting the disease. 

Spread of the Disease and Vftallty of Spores.— Onion Smut is distri- 
buted by any means which conveys the spores from one area to 
another. The bulk of the spore-mass falls to the ground on 
which the crop is grown, but, as the spores are very light, a 
certain number may be distributed by wind, though being 
produced so near the soil level they are probably not blown 
very great distances. Insects also may carry the spores. 
Flea Beetles were observed by Thaxter as swarming over the 
diseased leaves and apparently feeding on the spores, and these 
beetles are well known to travel long distances in search of 
food. In addition to the natural agencies mentioned, the 
disease may be spread by tools and implements, and also by 
the feet of workers conveying contaminated soil from one area 
to another. These means of distribution, being controllable, 
should be carefully avoided. 

Although the fungus does not penetrate the seed and is thus 
not conveyed in it as is the case with some Smut fungi, it is 
quite possible for seed to become mixed with spores if grown 
in districts where Smut is plentiful. It is probable that the 
Emopean outbreaks are directly or indirectly attributable to- 
the use of such contaminated seed. 

In common with many soil fungi, the spores of Onion Smut 
may retain their vitality for many years. It was formerly 
thought that a 5-year rotation would be sufficient to starve out 
the disease, but ttds proved quite erroneous. Thaxter mentions- 
a case, apparently well authenticated, where bad outbreaks 
occurred in a field after twelve years, and it is probable that 
■flie spores may remain alive for a much longer period. 




Pig. I. — I’lants affected with Onion Smut 
l.oft : Showing an o]H'n fissure in the outer leaf ol the bulb irom wliicfi the 
bulk of ihe black spore mass ha«: fallen out A portion of llu' 
mass of s]iort*s is seen ojiposite S. 

Right • A more severely diseased and crippled plant 
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GontroL— I. Prevention of Spread. — ^To prevent distribution 
of the spores and further contamination of the soil.rit is 
absolutely essential to pay strict attention to the following 
points : — 

(a) All diseased plants should be carefully dug up and 
destroyed by fire. This should be done as soon as the black 
streaks indicating the presence of the fungus and the formation 
of spores are visible, and before the spores are discharged. On 
no account should diseased plants be consigned to the rubbish 
or manure heap or allowed to decay on the ground. 

(b) It is of the utmost importance also that the soil on which 
the smutted crop was produced, and all soil known to be con- 
taminated with spores, should be confined to its present area, 
and not allowed to be carried to other beds or other gardens. 
Wind and rain may hinder this to a certain extent; but if the 
boots of those working on infected soil arc properly brushed, 
and all tools carefully cleaned, the risk of spread will be reduced 
to a minimum. 

2. Suspension of Onion and Leek Growing on Affected Land . — 
In view of American experience it is folly to attempt to starve 
out the disease by means of ordinary rotations. The case of 
a bad outbreak in Connecticut after a lapse of twelve years is 
apparently well authenticated, and one of the latest American 
text-books (Hall and Stevens, 1913) states that there is no 
record of soil once smutted having become clean. Sowing 
onions on affected land must, therefore, be discontinued. 
Leeks are if anything more susceptible to Smut than onions, 
so that the cultivation of this crop, and, for the sake of pre- 
caution, of shallots also, should be confined to soil free from 
contamination. 

3. Transplanting and the Use of “ Sets.” — Although it is 
impossible to raise clean seedlings on contaminated soil it has 
been proved that seedlings raised in clean soil may be trans- 
planted to land infested with spores without fear of their 
becoming infected. The fungus can only enter the plants 
whilst they are very young, and when once this stage is passed 
they may be transplanted to any soil with safety. For the 
same reason onion “ sets ” may be used. With regard to 
leeks, there is at present no definite evidence on this point, and 
until tests have been made it will be wise not to transplant 
leeks to affected ground. 

It will be observed that the above system of cultivation 
forms an exception to the general rule enunciated under " 2.” 
In the case of Britain, however, the amount of contaminated 
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land is so small that it is hardly necessary to resort to the trans- 
planting method, especially since it possesses an element of risk 
in that ungerminated seed or very young seedlings, still liable 
to attack, arc apt to be accidentally carried with the older 
seedlings. 

4. Fungicides —Thii use of fungicides is resorted to in 
America when it is necessary to sow onions on land known to 
be affected, and the treatment has been successful in reducing 
the amount of disease. In the early days lime and sulphur 
were much recommended, but more recently formaldehyde 
has been advocated. In both cases the fungicide is applied 
to the drills. Various strengths are employed, but as no 
substance has been discovered which secures complete immunity 
to the disease, and as in this country’' there is no necessity 
to sow seed on affected land, details need not be given h(*re. 

In connection with the work conducted at the Pathological 
Laboratory, Kew (iardens, it was decidc^d last year to separate 
the Board's administrative and advisory 

Work on Plant ^ork from research. There was conse- 

Biseases at the xt x j ox i .l 

Eoyal Botanic q^^^ntly a tendency in 1918 for workers to 

Gardens, Kew.* coniine themselves to one or other aspect 
of the work, though at the same time the 
advantage's to be gained from the blending of the research 
and applied aspects of pathology prevented this from being 
exclusively the case. 

With regard to the administrative side a special attempt was 
made to develop the Intelligence Service inaugurated last year 
and to obtain an idea of the plant disease situation in the 
country as a whole. On the research side work on problems 
of general importance was continued, and investigation carried 
out on the biology of several important parasitic fungi. As in 
previous years the routine duties of the laboratory interfered 
with experiments and research, but on the whole the various 
branches of pathological work were carried out successfully. 

The Board's entomological staff have also worked in the same 
building, and throughout the year the closest co-operation has 
been maintained between the workers in these two branches of 
plant-pathology. 

On 1 8th November Mr, A. D. Cotton and Mrs. N. L. Alcock 
were transferred to the staff of the Board of Agriculture, the 
former becoming Mycologist to the Board. 

This Note is abridged from an account given in The Kew Bulletin 
of Miscellaneous Information, Nos. i and 2, 1919. 
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The Plant Disease Survey (including both animal and fungus 
pests) was instituted last year by the Plant Disease Sub- 
committee of the Food Production D(?partment. By means 
of a system of monthly reports, prepared by specially qualified 
honorary correspondents in all parts of the country, a very 
large amount of information was gathered. Further data wen^ 
acquired by means of visits, circular letters, and special 
inquiries. In this way it has been possible to obtain a mori! 
accurate and detailed idea than has c‘ver been obtained before* 
of the incidence of disease in the country. 

Disease*. — With regard to noteworthy fungus diseases in the 
year 1918, the following may be mentioned : — 

A rather bad attack of \TIlow Rust of Wht'at (Puccinia 
glwmrum) occurred throughout a very large part of the country 
during the early part of the sc^ason. This was in striking con- 
trast to the previous year, when Yellow Rust was practically 
absent. In the eastern counties especially the attack was 
severe, and even resistant varieties such as Little Joss 
suffered to some extent. Much of the wheat, however, out- 
grew the disease as the season advanced, but in many cases 
the plants suffered considerably. An attempt was made 
to determine thci susceptibility of the different varieties in 
different localities. 

Wheat Mild('w was also prevalent in certain districts in July 
and August, especially wherci nitrogenous manures, such as 
sulphate of ammonia, had bexm freely applied. 

Fruit suffered perhaps less from fungus diseases than usual. 
The distribution of American Gooseberry Mildew, which in 1917 
was extremely limited, increased materially, and, as was to be 
expected, radiated out from the centres where it had occurred 
that year. 

Another contrast was found in the case of Black Currant 
Rust (Cromriium ribicola), the general occurrence and abun- 
dance of which, in 1917, was phenomenal. In 1918 the rust, 
except when in immediate proximity to diseased Weymouth 
pine (its alternate host), was absent. In autumn the diseases 
spread somewhat in a few localities, but probably in all cases 
starting from the infected pine centres. 

With regard to vegetables, during spring damping-off of 
seedling tomatoes through Phytophthora cryptogea caused 
still further damage. Sterilisation of soil and the use of non- 
contaminated water have proved successful as control-measures. 
A leaf-blotch in cucumber, due to CoUetotrichum oligochaettm, 
was estimated to cause a loss of several thousand pounds in 
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Hertfordshire, in which county also Sleeping Disease of 
Tomatoes is still very prevalent, destroying many thousands of 
plants. 

Onions received special attention. The Sclerotium disease, 
which has been under research for more than a year, proved 
very destructive last season, and was discovered to exist in 
practically all parts of England. It was observed at Kew to 
attack shallots, which hitherto were regarded as being immune 
(see under " Research,” p. 177). Another serious and new 
disease, viz.. Onion Smut (Urocystiscepulae),* occurred in two 
districts (Northamptonshire and Northumberland). This fun- 
gus is the cause of much damage in the United States ; it 
occurs also on the continent of Europe. Although no pub- 
lished record of the presence of Onion Smut in Britain exists it 
was ascertained that the disease appeared near Edinburgh seven 
years ago, but has not been observed since. The fungus has 
again established itself in Britain (probably being reintroduced 
with the seed), and every effort is being made to exterminate it. 

Adviaory Work. — Advisory work covered a large range of 
diseases and was particularly heavy in late spring and early 
summer. Owing to all questions relating to potato diseases 
being dealt with by the Food Production Department, the 
laboratory was relieved of at least 50c inquiries with regard to 
this crop. The number of inquiries dealt with was 730. 
Although most of these were answered by means of corres- 
pondence, in several cases visits were paid with profitable 
results. Some fifty visits to all parts of the country were paid 
during the course of the season. Some of the more important 
cases were Yellow Rust in Wheat, Failure of Oats, Barley 
Stripe, Wart Disease of Potato, Potato Blackleg, Apple Mildew, 
Apple Canker, W^cymouth Pine Blister Rust, Solerotium Disease 
of Onion, and the newly-introduced Onion Smut. 

Special visits were paid to a large number of orchards in the 
West of England in connection with the extensive damage 
caused by Silver Leaf.f The method of infection, effect of soil- 
conditions, and especially the question of stocks, were studied 
in the field. All the most recent researches, both in the orchard 
and in the laboratory, tend to confirm the view that the disease 
in the vast majority of cases is caused by Stereum purpureum, 
which gains entrance to the tree through wounds. 

Technical advice has also been supplied to the Horticultural, 
Technical, and Supplies Divisions of the Food Production 

* See also article on p. i68. 

t H »l t) M P» 162. 
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Department, and also to the Seed Testing Station of the Board 
of Agriculture and Fisheries with regard to various fungi 
affecting particularly seed wheat. Some sixty samples of the 
latter have been received for investigation. 

RMoaroh. — ^The investigation of Botrytis cinerca was con- 
tinued. The life-history of the Rose Blotch fungus was inves- 
tigated, and a new method of hibernation similar to that which 
occurs in Apple and Pear Scab was discovered. 

Research on the biology of the onion Sclerotium disease was 
continued. The name Sclerotinia bulborum, undtr which the 
disease has recently passed, was found to be incorrect, the 
fungus in reality being Sclerotium cepivorum, Berkeley. The 
parasite was shown to attack the plant by means of the roots 
and to spread upwards to the base of the bulb. It forms both 
spores and sclerotia on the bulbs in the soil, and although it has 
been grown for fifteen months in pure culture, no signs of an 
ascigerous stage (the spores of which would, under natural 
conditions, presumably be air-borne) has developed. Garden 
sanitation, rotation of crops, and the use of soil fungicides, are 
therefore required for its control. 

The investigation on Skin Spot of the potato was continued. 
The fungus was isolated and shown to be quite distinct from 
Spicaria, Solani. From reports received through the Plant 
Disease Survey the disease w'as found to develop very widely 
during the winter of 1917-18 on many varieties, and is 
apparently increasing in abundance. The fungus, however, 
does not succeed in reaching the inner part of the tuber, 
being restricted to the surface layers. 

The Experimental Crounil. — A further portion of the ground 
was laid out in 1918 and replanted with young fruit trees. A 
large part was again kept under potatoes, and a variety of 
vegetables was grpwn for experimental purposes. A lo-rod 
" allotment plot ” was marked out and planted in order to 
obtain exact figures of the yield, in connection with statistics 
for the allotment movement. 

In addition to the work on fungus diseases, a portion of the 
ground was used by the entomological staff of the Board of 
Agriculture for Frit Fly experiments, and for the testing of 
insecticides on various fruit trees. 

Of the fungus diseases, mention may be made of the 
follcwing ; — 

With a view to testing the theory of hibernating mycelium 
in the case of Black Currant Rust, 2co young bushes of black 
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ctuTant, very badly affected with Cromrtium ribicola, were 
purchased in the early autumn of 1917. The growth made by 
these bushes in the spring was clean and showed no signs of 
any rust pustules, and microscopic examination of the buds 
and twigs, carried out in the laboratory in winter, failed to 
reveal any trace of mycelium. 

Plans had also been made to test the value of spraying 
mixtures for controlling Black Currant Rust. Spraying experi- 
ments were therefore arranged to be carried out on plots in a 
plantation near Norwich, which was very badly attacked last 
summer, as well as al Kew. By arrangement with other 
workt-rs, i p('r cent. Burgundy mixture was selected as a fungi- 
cide, Bordeaux mixture and lime sulphur bt ing tested elsewhere. 
The first spraying was given on the Norwich plots on 13th June, 
a week or so previous to the time at which an outbreak might 
be expected. The results of the experiments were, however, 
negative;, since, as mentioned above, there was practically no 
outbreak of Cronariium last season and all tlie plots remained 
clean. It was, however, asc.ertaincd that i per cent. Burgundy 
mixture caused no leaf injury. 

Several plots were used for experimental work on the research 
carried out on Skin Spot of the potato. Trials also of seed- 
tubers affected ivith Sprain and Vctiicillium were also con- 
ducted. The spontaneous outbreak of a considerable quantity 
of the last-named disease in various parts of the ground 
provided copious mat(;rial for the commencement of research. 

Extensive preparations were made for work on onion diseases, 
especially Sclerotium cepivorum, but no .general and uniform 
infection could be brought about. Observations were therefore 
made in a neighbouring market-garden, where the disease was 
abundant. 

A spontaneous outbreak of Yellow Rust (Puccinia glumarum) 
on wheat sown for Frit Fly experiments is worthy of record. 
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Fertlltoert m « Mmw of Counteracting the Bad Effeote of a Lata 

Seaeon. — ^There are two groups of fertilisers that help to counter- 
act the bad effects of a late season such as 
present — nitrogenous and phosphatic 
„ ,, ’ , , fertilisers. Nitrogenous manures cause 

Experimental Station, plf-nt to push ahead more quickly in 
spite of the coldiu*ss of the soil, and thus 
to attain a more rapid rate of grov^dh and development. For 
cereals in late spring, for cabbage, and, at this late period of 
the year for mangolds and grass also, the best nitrogenous 
fertilisers to use are nitrate of soda, nitrate of ammonia 
or nitrate of lime, but for sw(}des, turnips, rape and potatoes, 
a wider choice is possible, and sulphate of ammonia may be 
used instead if it is more convenient. 


Phosphates are of value in a late season by hastening root 
development in the early days of plant growth, and hastening 
the ripening J)rocess later on. After th(^ recent cold, wet and 
snowy weather it will be desirable to inspect the crops and see 
whether help is needed and is still possible to stM'ure an earlier 
start and earlier harvest. 


Caloium and Ammonium Nitrate aa Fertilieera.— Although farmers 
are quite accustomed to nitrate of soda, and understand its 
use as a fertiliser, they arc not so familiar with two 
other nitrates now available, viz., calcium nitrate, also known 
as nitrate of lime, and ammonium nitrate. Both are of con- 
siderable value and may be used in all cases where nitrate of 
soda is known to be effective. They must be compared on the 
basis of their nitrogen content : — 

Nitrate of soda contains 15 J per cent, of nitrogen. 

,, ,, lime ,, 12 ,, ,, ,, 

,, ,, ammonia,, 34 ,, ,, „ 

Thus nitrate of ammonia is the most concentrated of the 
three, and is required in less than half the amount needed of the 
others ; at the present moment it is the cheapest, but it is 
hardly likely to retain this position for long. Both nitrate 
of ammonia and nitrate of lime are supplied in forms in which 
they can readily be drilled, although a certain amount of care 
is necessary in storing them, otherwises they are likely to 
become caked. 


Caution at to Worthleoo Manures.— A correspondent has for- 
warded a circular sent out by a certain firm — ^not one of the 
recognised manure manufacturers— offering as fertiliser a 
material described as a complete mineral plant food at the price 
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of £io per ton. Analysis showed that the material contained 
no nitrogen, no phosphate, and only a small amount of potash ; 
there was, however, a little calcium carbonate, but the bulk 
was inert mineral material. Farmers and allotment holders 
cannot be cautioned too strongly against specious advertise- 
ments claiming unusual powers for particular proprietary 
articles. A large number of experiments have been made by 
fully qualified and disinterested persons in many parts of the 
country and with many crops and substances, and no authentic 
record existe to show that any anbstances are of nie as fertiliser to 
fanners in this country exet pt compoui ds of nitrogen, phosphorns, potas- 
sium, ceitain eompcnids of calcium (i.e. lime, limestone, and gypsum,) 
and sodium (salt, and sodium sulphate)- Mest of these substances 
are worth bu5^ng. A few experiments indicate that magnesium 
compounds may, under certain circumstances, be of some use, 
though not very much ; in Italy manganese compounds have 
been supposed to be of value, though British experiments have 
not supported this view ; while iron compounds have also 
been considered as fertilisers. Neither magnesium, iron, nor 
manganese compounds, however, are worth paying for, as their 
action is far too uncertain to justify expenditure by any except 
the most adventurous of experimentally-minded growers. As 
to other substances there is still less indication that they ever 
possess value. Before paying for any fertiliser farmers should 
demand the proper invoice and should see that they are really 
obtaining full value for their money. 

Mcgneclan Unie: Is It harmful? — Correspondents have re- 
cently asked whether .magnesian lime is safe to use. The 
subject was dealt with in this Journal for December, 1918 ; it 
was investigated by Mr. J. A. Hanley in Yorkshire, who found* 
that magnesian lime can well be used on heavy soils, but may 
cause trouble if applied to light land. 

tcumgs gindgrs as Fsrtlllser.— Considerable attention is now 
being paid to the possibility of obtaining fertilising material 
from sewage. Numerous experiments have been made in the 
past to ascertain the manurial value of the sludge collected 
in settling tanks, but the results have not been very satisfactory. 
The usual course of events is that farmers are first induced to 
purchase it, but finally have to be paid to take it away. 
Methods have, therefore, been devised for improving the sludge, 
perhaps the commonest being to add a certain proportion of 
lime and then to force the mass into presses when it forms a 


• Journ. Soc. Chem. Industry, 1918, Vd. 37, pp. 185-igo. 
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cake containing roughly 50 par cent, of water, 15 to 25 par 
cent, of organic matter and 25 to 35 par cent, of mineral matter 
(much of which is Kme) ; these constituents contain about i par 
cent, each of nitrogen and of phosphoric acid (corresponding 
to 2j par cent, of phosphate). Several of these pressed 
sludges were tested on field crops during the years 1935-8, 
but the results were not good ; only in the wetter districts 
of the North of England did they seem to have much 
value.* In some places, e.g., Glasgow, Kingston, etc., other 
materials are added to enrich the sludge, and this method 
can, of course, be made to 3deld a fertiliser of any desired 
composition. 

Since the older work was done other types of sewage sludge 
have been prepared which yield a richer product than that given 
by the ordinary methods. Of those already obtained in 
quantity the best that has come to the writer’s notice is prepared 
by the Huddersfield Corporation at their Sewage Works 
at Deighton, under Mr. Garner’s direction. The sludge is 
precipitated with acid, which obviates some of the loss incidental 
to the lime treatment ; it is then pressed, treated with benzene 
to remove grease, and finally dried and ground, when it falls 
into an excellent condition for drilling. It contains 3^ per 
cent, of nitrogen, and is thus considerably richer than the 
ordinary sludge ; part of the nitrogen arises from wool fibres — 
Huddersfield being an important centre of the wool- 
washing industry. The material is offered at 30s., per ton 
in bulk. 

Another good sewage sludge is sent out from Bradford 
Sewage Works, where it is made under Mr. Garfield’s direction. 
The process is slightly different from that used at Huddersfield, 
in that hot pressing instead of solvent extraction is adopted to 
remove the grease ; the resulting material is in good condition 
and contains 2 per cent, of nitrogen ; it is thus twice as good as 
ordinary sludge. It is sold at iis. per ton. Like the 
Huddersfield sludge it must be considered good value for the 
money. 

It is very desirable that Local Authorities should seriously 
study the possibility of making fertiliser from sewage sludge. 
The methods adopted in many places are costly and do not 
yield a product that can be recommended to the farmer ; the 
experience of Huddersfield and Bradford, however, and trials 

• 5th. Kept, of the Sewage Commission, 8th Appendix, Cd. 42S6, 1908. 

A summary was given in this Journal, 1^8, XV., p. 690. 
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being made elsewhere, show that the problem of giving the 
farmer a useful material is not insoluble. 

UquM Manure.— Farmers who are fortunate enough to possess a 
liquid manure tank can now apply the liquid to the young 
seeds at the rate of 1,500 gal. per acre, repeating the dose later 
on if opportunity arises. Those who are proposing to construct 
a tank can find particulars and designs in a Leaflet issued by 
the Food Production Department entitled " Liquid Manure 
Tanks.”* 

Thu Importunou of Lime. — In spite of all that has been said 
and Avritten about lime there are still numbers of fields where 
lime is badly needed and where nothing at present being done 
will avail until lime is added. Fresh instances continue to 
come to light ; a recent one is the case of a heavy intractable 
London clay soil rented at 6s. per acre, which in its unimproved 
state was liable to be beaten down by rain and made sticky 
and sodden, but after liming it became friable, is reduced to a 
good tilth and dries much more readily than adjoining unlimed 
land. The most rapid improvement has resulted from the 
application of quicklime at the rate of 3 tons per acre ; the 
cost of this was 30s. per ton. Good results were also obtained 
from chalk applied at the rate of 15 loads to the acre, and from 
. gas lime also given at the rate of 15 loads per acre ; the latter 
was obtainable at is. lod. per load. 


In 1915 the Agricultural Sub-Committee of the Worcester- 
shire Education Committee commenced to carry out a trial, 
initiated by the Experiments Corn- 
Report on tha mittee of the Provincial Advisory Council, 
'^rieties of Mangold different varieties of mangold. Six 
varieties of mangold were tested, viz. : 
Golden Globe, Golden Tankard, Red 
Globe, Red Intermediate, Lion Inter- 
mediate, Prizewinner. 


Trials Carried Out 
in Worcesterebire, 
1915-18. 


Samples of the different varieties were analysed aimually, 
and the average composition (of 17 centres) as regards diy 
matter imd sugar is shown in Ae following table : — 


• F.P. 449/S.i. 
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Dry Matter, 

Per cent. 

Sugar. 
Per cent. 

Golden Globe 


127 

738 

Golden Tankard . . 


I 2 *i 8 

6 - 8 i 

Red Globe . . 


11-14 

6-37 

Red Intermediate . . 


10-39 

.574 

Lion Intermediate 


10-02 

5-54 

Prizewinner 


976 

5-3 


The figures for the dry matter show very clearly that different 
types of mangold yary considerably as regards their com- 
position ; in fact, between Golden Globe and Prizewinner there 
; s a difference of nearly 3 per cent, of dry matter in favour of 
the former. In other wor^. Golden Globe contained about 87 J 
per cent, and Prizewinner about 90 J per cent, of water. 

The average weight of roots, dry matter and sugar per acre 


was as follows : — 

Weight of 

Weight of 
Dry Matter. 
Cwt. 

Weight of 

Variety. 

Crop. 

Tons. Cvvt. 

Sugar. 

Cwt. 

Goklcn Globe 

25 

16 

(>5\ 

38 

Golden Tankard 

20 

5 

64 

35l 

Rod Globe . . 

31 

16 

70 i 

40 i 

Red InternK'diate . . 

32 


68 

37 i 

Lion Intermediate . . 

33 

14 


37 i 

I’nzcwinncr . . 

32 

4 

62 i 

34 


The results which have been obtained during the past four 
seasons and the chief points of interest in connection with 
the trial are summarised under eight heads, viz. : — 

1. The wide differences in the composition of the roots of 

the several varieties as regards dry matter and sugar. 

2. The richness in dry matter of Golden Globe and Golden 

Tankard and the distinction in this respect between 
these two and Red Globe, Red Intermediate, Lion 
Intermediate and Prizewinner regarded as a group. 

3. The comparatively small effect which variations in the 

seasons so far experienced have had as regards modi- 
fying the composition of the roots. The dry years 
have not been conspicuous for producing roots of 
exceptionally high quality. 

4. The fact that the dry matter percentage may rise above 

or fall below the normal for a given variety when cul- 
tivated under different conditions though the relation- 
ship in this respect among a number of varieties grown 
comparatively tends to remain fairly constant. 

5. The effect of liberal dressings of active nitrogenous 

manures in markedly lowering the percentage of dry 
matter, though they increase the crop considerably. 
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6. The pronounced difference between the yields of Golden 

Globe and Golden Tankard as compared with those of 
the heavier cropping varieties. 

7. The marked effect of quality on the producfon of dry 

matter and sugar per acre which has enabled Golden 
Globe and Golden Tankard on much smaller crops to 
approximate to some of the more robust types. 

8. The differences in the physical texture of the roots of the 

several varieties noticed during sampling, Golden 
Globe and Golden Tankard being particularly firm, 
while Lion Intermediate and Prizewinner were much 
less solid. The physical and analytical characters 
of varieties are thus closely correlated. 

From the point of view of yield per acre of roots and produc- 
tion of food material, it is stated that Red Globe and Red Inter- 
mediate have so far in the trial proved the best kinds ; but 
from the general utility, cropping and quality standpoints, Red 
Intermediate is the better of the two. 


The attention of the Board has been drawn to a remarkable 
example of successful working of an edlotment. The holder, 
Mr. J. Croft, of Birkenhead, is employed as a foreman 
slaughterer, and cultivates his holding in 
Profitable Cultivation his spare time. The area of land under 
of as Allotment, cultivaticm is only 680 square yards, the 
soil being a light loam with sandy subsoil. 
Mr. Croft is stated to possess a thorough knowledge of 
allotment cultivation and to be deeply interested in the subject. 
He attributes his success to the following reasons ; — 

(i) Carrying out deep and thorongh surface cultivaUon. 

(а) Careful selection and sowing of seed. 

(3) Transplanting early into nursery beds to secure sturdy plants. 

(4) Quick* successional cropping on intensive system. 

(5) Careful attention to important and necessary details, such as 
planting, judicious manuring and staking where necessary. 

(б) Constant activity and hard work throughout the whole growing 
season. 

(7) Growing good quality produce which claims good prices. 

All produce is sold on the allotment at the local retail prices, 
and the demand exceeds the supply almost throughout the 
year. By successional and intensive croppng a constant 
rotation is secured and no land is allowed to remain bare more 
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than a few hours during the growing season. Mr. Croft prefers 
cow manure when this can be obtained, but it is scarce in the 
district ; he is, however, able to secure a fair quantity of horse 
manure. All waste leaves are thrown on a heap, and when, 
decomposed are dug in. 

A brief indication of the methods adopted in the case of 
certain vegetables may serve a useful purpose : — 

Cauli flower , — ^Three batches are grown, the first loo plants being 
put out in March from a cold frame, which has given them protection 
through the winter. As these mature their places are filled by other 
plants brought forward in a nursery bed, and raised from seed sown in a 
cold irame in March. The third crop is planted out in June, between the 
rows of autumn onions and shallots. This is the only intercropping 
practised. Mr. Croft does not think that intercropping with potatoes 
is economically sound. 

Celery , — ^White and Pink well grown ; blanched entirely by paper 
and planted in shallow trenches. There is always a demand for celery. 

Cabbage , — ^Very few grown (said to be on the ground too long to 
make a return of ^d. each). 

Cabbage Maggot, very prevalent at one time, is said to have been 
overcome by the use of red lead mixed with water in wliich the roots are 
immersed before planting. Nitrate of soda and sulphate of ammonia 
are used as a stimulant for the cabbage and cauliflowers, and liquid 
manure made of cow dung and fowl manure is applied when it can be got, 
the rule being to give several weak applications rather than one strong 
one. 

Onions , — Grown well, planted out from seed boxes, constantly 
hoed and occasionally stimulated with soot and sulphate of ammonia. 
Fourteen of the best bulbs weighed 20 lb. and others i lb. each. 

Lettuce , — ^This crop sells well and all open spare land is planted up 
with it. In the summer months the plants are put on the shady side 
of peas and beans. 

Leeks . — Grown well, but eaten in the home, 

Brussels Sprouts are given a special piece of ground and planted out 
early. They are ready to gather at the end of September or early 
October. 

Potatoes,— OtQzX Scot only was grown and lifted early. 

WcUlflowers are pricked out and sold to a jobbing gardener at 45. 6d. 
per loo. 

Sweet Peas, — A good profit is made from these, sold at is. and 
per bunch. 

Dwarf Beans . — ^Each of the plants is staked, otherwise much damage 
is done to them. A few good plants are selected for seed each year, 
and every plant of Brassicas is pricked out into a nursery bed ; thus 
good sturdy plants are always available. 

In tha iollowing table are shown the chief crops grown and 

o 
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the prices obtained, and remarks are made on the systems of 
cropping : — 


Name of Vegetable. 

Quantity. 

1 

Prices 

(Retail). 

Remarks. 

Artichokes 

50 plants . . 

2ld. per lb. 

Used as a screen. 

(Jerusalem). 

Large demands for 

Beans, Broad 

4 rows 

to 6d. 

(2 creps). 

per lb. 

broad and dw’arf 
beans, but less fer 
runners till dwarfs 



„ dwaYf 

220 plants 

3d. to 6d. 

had been alLsold or 


per lb. 

reduced in quantity. 

„ runners 

I row 26 ft. 

3d. to 6d. 




per lb. 

A ready sale exists for 

Broccoli (spring) 

100 plants 

Cd. each . . 

Brussels sprouts 

120 plants 

3d. to 6d. 

this class of crep, 

per lb. 

cauliflowers being the 

Cauliflower (autumn) 

100 plants 

Cd. to cd. 

best crop planted out 


each. 

in spring from cold 

Cauliflower 

200 plants 

## 9 * 

frames. 

(spring sown) . 
Cabbage (spnng) . . 

25 plants. . 

^d. each . . 

Two crops secured from 

,, (summer) . . 

50 plants . . 

4^. each . . 

same plot of land ; not 

(red) 

25 plants. . 

^d. to 6a. 

largely grown ; “ said 

each. 

to be on the ground 
too long ** and then 
not so readily sold as 
cauliflower. 







Celery 

120 plants 

Cd. and 7<f. 

Blanched by brown 



per stick. 

paper. ! 

Carrots . . . . 1 


Not largely grown or 

1 

1 



sold, used mcstly in ! 
! young state. 

Leeks 


— j 

i Crown well but not 




1 sold, eaten in own 
household. ' 

Lettuce (Cos) 

Continuous ^ 

3d. each . . 

Alw'ays in good dcmanc 

Onions (spring) 

300 plants ' 

5id. per lb. 

1 

Best bulbs, 14 weighed 

„ (winter) 

1 

20 lb. Easily scld. * 

300 plants 

1 5id. per lb. 

Not a heavy crop ; 




readily sold. 

Sliallots 

Fair sized 

; Bd. per lb. 

Heavy yield, but no 


bed. 


account of weight 
kept. • 

Peas (Gradus) 

I row 26 ft. 

1 175. 6d. 




j prefit. 


Potatoes (Great Scot) 

80 sq. yds. 

! ijrf. perlb., 

Lifted early in Sc pt( m- 



3cwi:. sold. 

ber, and wallflcwers 
pxicked out on seme 

l^rsnips 

Fairly large 


ground. 

Lccal retail piices 

Turnips 

bed. 


secured for these 

2 rows 26 ft. 

— 

vegetables. 

Sweet peas . . 

IS. and 6d. 


Wallflowers 

long. 

per bunch. 


1,000 

4s. 6d. per 

Grown for jobbing 



100. 

gardener. 


On p. 187 is given the balance-sheet for the year ending 31st 
December, 1918. The falling off from October onwards is 
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attributed by Mr. Croft to the fact that he was too busy at his 
usual work to give the necessary attention to the allotment : — 
Balance Sheet Year ending 31st December , 1918. 


Expenditure. 



i 

s. 

d. 

Potatoes 

. . I 

15 

6 

Lime 


I 

0 

Pea sticks . . 


3 

0 

Manure 


10 

6 

Cartage 


13 

6 

Rent 

Soot 

. . I 

5 

0 

6 

Plants 


7 

3 

Show entry 


6 

6 

Cartage 


2 

6 

Seeds 


2 

0 

Credit balance 

.. 43 

0 

Hi 


£^& 14 



Income, 



£ 

s. 

d. 

January 

1 

8 

6 

February . . 

I 

0 


March 


14 

0 

April 


19 

9 

May 

. . I 

15 

10 

June 

•• 5 

5 

9 

July 

•• 7 

I 


August 

. . 10 

10 

2 

September . . 

•• 7 

18 

4 

October 

. . 2 

1 1 


November . . 

. . 2 

5 

3 

December . . 


15 

3 

Prize money 

. . 6 

8 

0 




A REPORT for the year ended 31st March, 1918, dealing with 
the work of the Departments of Land and Survey, New 
Zealand, in the settlement of discharged 
Settlement of soldiers on the land during the War, and 

^ on**thTLand in ” financial assistance given by way of 
New Zealand. monetary advances, has been recently 
issued by that Department. It is stated 
in the Report that settlement has steadily progressed, from 
only two soldiers on ist April, 1916, to 344 soldiers (166,526 
acres), on the ist April, 1917, and 638 soldiers (257,943 acres), 
on 31st March, 191S, under the provisions of the Discharged 
Soldiers Settlement Act. In addition to these figures 69 
members of the British Expeditionary Force had acquired 
138,452 acres of land under the Land Act. 

Some very good settlements were opened for selection during 
the year under rc\dew and were offered to the settlers at the 
•cost of acquisition, plus necessary expenses. The tenures 
under which land may be held are specially suited to meet the 
needs of the settlers. The rentals payable under the leases 
represent but a moderate rate of interest on the Government's 
-outlay. The settlers have the right to acquire the freehold 
either by payment in cash or on deferred payments. This 
freehold provision does not apply to cases where the land is 
jnational endowment or education reserve. 
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The Government have received various suggestions as to the 
best kind of land for settlement, but they point out that it is 
a practical impossibility to settle all soldiers in the same 
manner. It has been their policy throughout to provide as 
far as possible land suitable for all classes of applicants, and in 
accordance with this policy suburban lands suitable for market- 
gardening, small farms, dairy farms, fruit farms, areas for bee- 
keeping, pastoral country, unimproved country, and partly 
improved country have been made available, and the Land 
Boards, when dealing with applications from returned soldiers, 
endeavour to settle them on holdings suitable to their experience 
and training. In settling valuable land it is desirable tha as 
far as possible the settlers should be able to utilise it to the best 
advantage from the beginning of their tenancy, but in some 
cases it has been found that their farming quahfications have not 
been sufficient to enable them to do this, with the result that 
discontent has been expressed with holdings which in 
more experienced hands would have provided an ample 
livelihood. 

In the Homebrook Estate, in Canterbury, containing 1,130 
acres, the land, after subdi\'ision into 16 farms, was withheld 
from immediate settlement because of its suitability for train- 
ing soldiers to farm under a manager. The Report states, 
however, that the discharged soldiers have shown no inclination 
to submit to training before taking up land. 

Advice has been given to soldier settlers whenever practicable 
by experts of the Agricultural Department, Crown Lands 
Rangers, and other officials of the Lmids and other Departments 
of the State, and by private individuals. This advice is of 
great assistance, and every endeavour will be made to see that 
all new selectors are given practical advice to enable them to 
deal with the particular class of land allotted. The purchase 
of stock is supervised most carefully, so that advances made 
for this purpose may be expended to the best advantage. In 
some cases settlers have purchased out of their own funds 
implements and machinery in excess of their requirements, 
and it has been pointed out to them that where several small 
farms adjoin a system of co-operation is advisable wherever 
possible in the piurchase of expensive implements, with a view 
to avoiding waste of money. This, however, is largely a matter 
for the settlers themselves> and the Department does not desire 
to interfere beyond, giving practical' advice m the subject, birt. 
it does not make advances where the requisitions are in, excess 
of what is reasonaWe for working the sections. 
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During the year under review 36,677 acres of ordinary Crown 
land were proclaimed under the Act, as were 25,384 acres of 
settlement lands and 8,821 acres of national endowment, 
making a total of 70,882 acres set apart for settlement by dis- 
charged soldiers. The setting apart of an area of 14,624 acres 
was, however, revoked dming the year, and, as 337,961 acres had 
been proclaimed previously, there is a gross total of 394,219 acres 
which has been made available under the Act. This embraces 
various classes of lands, which are surveyed and sub-divided 
into holdings suitable for the maintenance of a settler and his 
family. The disposal of such lands is a matter for the various 
Land Boards, who in some cases allot the holdings to individual 
applicants without competition, or, if a number of applications 
are received for any particular block, the disposal of the land 
is usually decided by ballot amongst eligible applicants. 

Often local bodies and associations are desirous that the 
lands in their district should be made available for settlement 
by the soldiers who served with the Colours from that district. 
It is pointed out that this is not always advisable, but that the 
provisions of the Discharged Soldiers Settlement Amendment 
Act to a large extent meet the case by enabling a soldier who 
wishes, to settle in his own district, or in any desired locality, 
to obtain an offer of sale from a freeholder, and, if the price is 
reasonable and the holding is considered suitable for the 
applicant’s requirements, there is power either to assist the 
settler to obtain the freehold title by the Government advancing 
the greater part of tlie purchase-money on first mortgage, 'or 
else for the Government to purchase the land under Section 3 
of the Amendment Act, 1917, through the Board of Land Piur- 
chase Commissioners, and allot it to the applicant. 

A case in which sympathy with returned soldiers found prac- 
tical expression is quoted in the Report, in the action of the 
settlers located in the vicinity of the Stalker Settlement at 
Seward Downs, in the Southland Land District. It was 
necessary that an area of 180 acres, comprising portions of 
each of the allotted sections, should be ploughed, and the work 
was taken in hand by the neighbouring settlers, with the 
result that the whole area was ploughed in less than two days. 
While ploughing operations wore in process it was also decided 
to make jaroviaon for the necessary seed, and upwards of £100 
was subscribed fw the purpose. In many other settlements 
the soldiers have received practical assistance and also valuaHe 
advice from the local patriotic societies. 
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The Amendment Act referred to above also extends the powers 
of the Minister to make advances of money for the purpose of 
assisting discharged soldiers, and provides for the acquisition 
by the Crown on behalf of individual discharged soldiers of 
privately-owned land in cases where such soldiers are not in a 
sufficiently good financial position themselves to purchase 
without the assistance of the Crown, and the acquisition of 
land for soldiers’ dwellings, the erection on such land of suitable 
houses, and the letting of these houses to discharged soldiers 
on terms somewhat similar to those adopted in the case of what 
are generally known as workers’ dwellings. 

Regulations have also been issued under the Amendment 
Act, under which an amount up to £2,500 may be advanced 
to a discharged soldier to assist him in acquiring freehold land 
or land held under lease from a Land Board, the advance with 
interest at 5 per cent, per annum being repayable by instal- 
ments over a period of 36 1 years. 


T HE following notes have been abstracted from the 
Agricultural Organisation Society Newsand Notesior April, 1919 ; 

- The Upton-on-8evern Branch of the Worcester- 
Successful ,1,1,^ Frylf and vegetable Society, ltd. — ^This 

^oSeties'^* Society has had a very successful year, 
and with sales amounting to over £10,000 
shows a “ profit ” of £1,355. The number of members 
in this district was 120 at 31st December, 1918, holding 5,764 
shares of 5s. each. The branch has a catering department, and 
it also contracts with the Ministry of Food for considerable 
quantities of vegetables for dr3dng purposes. Another depart- 
ment of the work of the branch is preserving. The output of 
jam alone in this department was close on twelve tons for the 
year. The Ministry of Food have also undertaken to place 
in buildings which have been purchased a pulping plant, and 
to run the plant for the duration of war and six months after- 
wards. 

The WimboriM and Diatriot Agprloultiiral Co-operative Sooioty, Ltd. — 

This society has well maintained the progress made in 
parevious years and is now firmly established. The society's 
report and balance-sheet for 1918 have now been issued, and 
show that on 31st December the membership was 535, an 
increase of 272 during the year. The paid-up capital now 
amounts to £1,662 and the sales of feeding stuffs, etc., during 
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the year have amounted to £23,958, on which a “ profit '' of 
£1,706 has been realised. Of this sum £703 is being added to 
reserve, thus increasing the fund to £1,374. 

Saffron Waldon, Bishop’s Stortf^rd and District Farmers’ Associa- 
tion, Ltd.-~This society has had a record year, the sales 
having increased by over £36,000 to £91,405. New capital 
authorised last year has been readily forthcoming, £1,000 
beyond requirements being offered. The net " profit for the 
year is £1,534 ^.nd the reserve fund now amounts to £1,546. 

Wast Midland Farmars’ Assooiation, Ltd. — Taking into con> 
si deration the difficulties under which the business of this 
society has been carried on during 1918, the result of the year's 
trading is satisfactory. Despite a reduction of £31,561 in the 
amount of sales, due to the great difficulty in obtaining supplies 
of feeding stuffs during the year, the society realised a net 
surplus of £2,324. The society has 858 members, an increase 
of 66 during the year. 


The Select Committee on National Expenditure, Session iQtS, 
recommended that the procedure of the House of Commons with respect 
to IMoney Resolutions for Government Bills 
Estimate of involving expenditure should be extended. 
Expenditure under and that such Resolutions should either com- 

Laud Settlement prise a statement of the probable expenditure, 

(Facilities) Bill. either capital or annual, or be accompanied 

by a White Paper furnishing such a statement 
The Committee further recommended that if cases sliould occur where 
the conditions did not allow a forecast to be made, the fact should be 
stated in a White Paper, with a full explanation of the reasons. 

It has accordingly been thought desirable to place before Parliament 
the following Memorandum (Cmd. 132) with regard to the x)robable 
expenditure under the Land Settlement (Facilities) Bill. 

(i.) Capital Expenditure. — The amount of the capital expenditure 
likely to be incurred under the Bill will depend upon {a) the number of 
small holdings established, (6) the cost of the land acquired, and (c) 
the cost of the cottages and buildings erected and of other equipment 
provided. All these factors are at present unknown, and it is con- 
sequently impossible to give any detailed estimate of the probable 
cost. 

Demand for Small Holdings . — Up to the present County Councils 
and the Councils of County Boroughs have received applications for 
small holdings from 13,797 applicants, who have asked for an area 
totalling 247,277 acres. It is known that the proportion of applications 
received from men still serving overseas is small, and it may be confi- 
dently expected that in the course of the next few months these figures 
will be very considerably increased. It has not been possible to arrange 
up to the present for any large proportion ‘of the applications to be 
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investigated, but in those counties in which a considerable number of 
applicants have been interviewed the percentage rejected as being 
unsuitable is small. 

Cost of During the seven years 1908-14, in which the Small 

Holdings and Allotments Act, 1908. was in operation, 14.389 holdings 
were provided by Cx>unty Councils and the Councils of County Boroughs 
Jin England and Wales. The total area of land acquired was 198,106 
•nacres, of which 139,478 acres were purchased for ;£4, 601,692, the average 
price being ;f33 per acre. The average size of the holdings was 14 acres. 
TThe average capital cost for land was, therefore, approximately ;£46o 
per holding. 

The market price of land suitable for small holdings has probably 
increased by 25-30 per cent, since the outbreak of war. On the other 
hand, the large demand wliich is being received from ex-service men 
for cottage holdings (i.e., for an untied cottage with a piece of land 
attached, | acre to 3 or 5 acres in size) will have the effect of reducing 
the average size of holdings to be provided under the Bill. It is unlikely, 
therefore, that the average cost of fhe land per small holding will 
exceed the pre-war figure, or, say, ;f450. 

Cost of Equipment . — In the years 1908-14 the number of dwelling- 
houses provided on small holdings let or sold by County Councils was 
2.510, that is to say, 20 per cent, only of the holdings had dwelling- 
houses upon them. Of these 1,736 were purchased with the land and 
774 were new houvses erected by the County Councils. In other words, 
out of the 14,085 small holdings sold or let by County Councils only 
6 per cent, had new cottages erected upon them. On the other hand, 
of the 304 small holdings provided by the Councils of County Boroughs 
1 12 were equipped mth new cottages. In view of the great dearth of 
cottages in rural districts, and of the desirability of settling small 
holders on the land which they cultivate, it is probable that in the future 
the County Councils will have to erect dwelling-houses on a much 
larger pro^xirtion of the holdings provided by them. The average 
capital outlay on equipment in cases in wliich a cottage, with buildings, 
fencing, and possibly roads, have to be provided may be as much as from 
,000 per small holding. 

Total Capital Expenditure . — Clause 13 (2) specifies the sum of 
/20,oco,ccp as applicable by the Public Works Loan Commissioners 
for loans to County Councils during the next two years for the purposes 
of capital expenditure. On the basis of the above calculations this 
sum would provide about 15,000 fuUy equipped small holdings at present 
prices of land and buildings. A proportion of the small holdings which 
will actually be provided will, however, be established on land leased 
and not purchased by County Councils ; in some cases no buildings 
will have to be provided, and in others it will be necessary only to 
adapt the dwelling-houses and buildings already existing on the land. 
The extent to which this takes place will reduce the average capital cost 
per holding. The ;£20,ooo,ooo may, therefore, be regarded as sufficient 
to provide a minimum of 15,000 or a maximum of, possibly, 50,000 
holdings, according as the land is purchased or leased, or as the holdings 
lu-e completely or partially equipped with buildings.* 

* In addition, the Board are themselves authorised by the Small Holding 
Colonies (Amendment) Act, 1918, to acquire up to 60,000 acres in Bn^aM 
Md Wales to the purpose of providing small holding settlements. 
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The Public Works Loan Commissioners may lend to County ('ouncils 
during the next two years any money which the Councils are authorised 
by the Local Government Board to borrow, not exceeding in the 
aggregate the amount mentioned. It is difficult to estimate the rate 
at which loans will be issued, but it is probable that the sum granted 
during the current financial year will not exceed ;^5,ooo,ooo, in view 
of the fact that difficulties of labour and material will prevent building 
on a large scale during this year, and also that vacant possession of a 
good deal of the land which is now being acquired will not be obttiined 
before Michaelmas next. In 1920-21, however, the issues will probably 
be considerably larger, and might absorb the whole of the balance of 
£1^,000,000, 

In 1921-2 and subsequent years loans for capital expenditure will 
be available from the Local l^oans Fund in accordance with the exist- 
ing procedure under the principal Act, vide Clause 13 (3). It is im- 
possible to estimate the amount which may be required under this 
Clause. It will depend on the extent of the unsatisfied demand for small 
holdings existing in 1921, and the then price of land and buildings. 

The capital advanced by the Public Works Loan Commissioners 
will, of course, be ultimately recoverable. 

(ii.) Annual Expenditure. — The other expenses under the Bill will 
be met out of the Small Holdings Account, which was established by 
Section 51 of the Small Holdings and Allotments Act, 1908. This 
account is fed by Votes from Parliament. The sums expended by tlie 
Board of Agriculture under this head in the years preceding the War 
were as follows : — 

I'lna'^iCAcil Year, Expenditure. 

1911- 12 £45.395 

1912- 13 47.940 

1913- 14 .. 53,322 

1914- 15 45.213 

Provision has been made in the Estimates of the Board of Agricul- 
ture for 1919-20 for a grant of £177,000 in aid of the Small Holdings 
Account to cover outstanding grants to Councils under the principal 
Act as well as expenses to be incurred by the Board under the Small 
Holding Colonies Act and the present Bill. 

The principal payments to be made out of the Small Holdings 
Account under the Bill in future years are : — 

(1) The losses incurred up to 31st March, 1919, on the existing 
schemes of County Councils and County Boroughs under the Bill, vide 
Clause 22 (2). The sum payable under tliis head should not exceed 
£50,000, and this payment will replace the payments hitherto made 
under Sections 6 (4) and 21 of the Act of 1908, and also the payments 
made under Treasury Minutes towards the expenses incurred by 
Councils in ascertaining the demand for small holdings. These pay- 
ments amounted on the average to £32,000 per annum in 1908-14. 

(2) The annual deficiencies of County Councils and of Councils of 

County Boroughs for each of the next seven financial years up to the 
31st March, 1926, vide Clause 22 (i). The amount payable in 1920-21 
under this head may be estimated at £250,000, and in subsequent years 
it might rise to £400,000. This estimate is based on the assumption 
that the loss on holdings provided under present conditions, 

and with loans at 5J per cent, interest, will be on the average from £2 
to £2 10s, per acre. 
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(3) The loan charges on the proportion of the capital expenditure 
whicli will have to be written off after the final valuation in 1926, vide 
ClauEC 23 (3). It is impossible to estimate the liability under this 
head, as it depends on the level of values and prices in 1926. If these 
fall to anything like the pre-war levels, it m^ght be necessary to write 
off as much as 40 per cent, of the capital expenditure, i.e„ £S, 000, 000, 
As against tlus may be set off any appreciation in the value of the land 
acquired by County Councils before the War. 

(4) The expenditure by the Board acting in default of a County 
Council or the C'ouncil of a County Borough, vide Clause 3. The ex- 
penditure under this head cannot be estimated, as it depends on the 
extent to which Councils carry out their duties under the Bill. But in 
any case this Clause does not involve any increase in the total expendi- 
ture, as it will merely mean tliat the Board will defray expenditure 
which, had it been incurred by ('onncils, would, in the case of capital 
expenses, have been met by means of loans borrowed from the 
;f20,o{)(>,ooo, and, in the case of annual expenditure, from the Small 
Holdings Account under paragraphs (i) and (2) above. 


A REPORT (Cd. 114) has been issued by the First ( ommissioner 
of Works, showing the results of the special war cultivation of certain 
areas in the Royal Parks during the year 
Report on War 191 The following is the summary of 
Cultivation in Royal profit and loss for each of the parks : — 
Parks. Profit. Loss. 



£ 

5. 

d. 

£ s- d- 

Bushey Park 

<^>55 

5 

0* 


Greenwich Park — Nursery Account 

IX 

8 

5 


Greenwich Park — Utilisation of 





Vacant Glasshouses 

58 

16 

1 


Hampton Court Park and Gardens 

272 

12 

6 


Hyde Park — Utilisation of Vacant 





Glasshouses 

425 

2 

7 


Kensington Gardens — ^Model Allot- 





ments 

2O 

12 

I 


Queen Victoria Memorial Garden — 





Flower Beds 

6 

5 

3 


Regent’s Park — ^Flower Beds 

26 

18 

3 


Regent’s Park — ^Model Allotments 

24 

7 

II 


Regent’s Park — Utilisation of Va- 





cant Glasshouses. . 

152 

II 

2 


Richmond Park 


— 


130 18 1* 

Richmond Park — ^Nursery Account 

69 

5 

9 


Royal Parks generally — ^Allotment 





Holders — Seedling Plant Account 

39 

19 

10 



X1.769 

4 

10 

£130 18 I 

Net Profit 

• • 


• . 

£1,638 6 9 


* These items include cereals and straw, the fibres relating to the sale 
of produce for which are approximate only. 
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Cereftit. — In reply to Captain Terrell, the 
Parliamentary Replies Parliamentary Secretary to the Board stated 
to ftaeetions affecting that the amount of land under cultivation in 
Agriculture. wheat, barley, and oats in Great Britain and 



Ireland in 1918 and 1917 was as follows * — 


Great Britain. 

Ireland. 


jgi8. 

igiy. 

igi8. 

igiy. 


Acres, 

Acres. 

Acres. 

Acres. 

Wheat 

2.^35,723 

1,979,416 

157.326 

124,08: 

Barley 

1.653,644 

1,618,931 

184,712 

I 77 A 3 ! 

Oats 

4,023,886 

3.300,252 

1 . 579.537 

1.463.73: 


He added that there were no available figures at present for 1919, 
but that he was informed that inquiries made showed that the area under 
wheat in Great Britain on the 1st April was about 10 per cent, less than 
last year. (29th April, 1919.) 

Live ttook. — In answer to Captain Terrell, the Parliamentary 
Secretary to the Board stated that it was estimated that the approximate 
numbers of live stock on farms in England and Wales on the 4th April, 
this year and last year were as follows : — 

1st April, igrg. ist April, igi8. 

Cattle . . . . 5,990,000 . . . . 5,860,000 

Sheep .. .. 13,650,000 .. .. 13,900,000 

Pigs .. 1,775,000 .. .. 1,530,000 

(29th April, 1919.) 

Fertillsarv. — In reply to Captain Terrell, the Parliani'mtary Secretary 
to the Board stated that the prices of artificial fertilisers had been fixed 
by Orders issued by the Ministry of Munitions up to the 3Tst May, 
1919. In the cases of sulphate of ammonia and superphosphate the 
prices fixed were less than the cost of production. Active steps had 
been taken to increase the quantity available for agriculture, and in 
consequence this had been larger than in any previous year. It was 
not proposed to continue the fixing of prices by Order during the coming 
season, but the Board were endeavouring to arrange by voluntary 
agreements among the makers that fertilisers shall be sold at reasonable 
prices, (ist May, 1919.) 

Patrington Farm Settlement. — ^In reply to Mr. Cautley respecting 
the Board’s Farm Settlement at Patringtou, Commander Eyres-Monsell 
stated that there are 29 ex-service men working on this Settlement. 
Thirty-four new houses •ave been built by the Board. Eleven houses 
are now occupied by ex-service men, and seven others have been allotted 
for occupation by ex-service men during the next month. 

Under the terms of the profit-sharing scheme, each settler has to 
serve a probationary period of one year before commencing to share 
in the profits. The profit during the period from April, 1917* 
Michalemas, 1918, was about £11,700, after allowing for interest on 
capital. 

He added that only one ex-service man had been employed beyond 
this term of probation within the period covered by the account. He 
will be paid a share of the profits, amounting to the sum of £14 2s. 2cl., 
which represents a dividend of £59 12s. per cent, on the wages paid to 
him subsequent to his term of probation. The labourer referred to 
worked for days a week only, and the wages quoted above are those 
received after deducting 35. a week as cottage rent, (ist May, 19^9 ) 
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OFFICIAL NOTICES AND CIRCULARS. 

— The Orders which may be mentioned in this section of the 
Journal may usually be obtained at the price of id. each from 
H,M, Stationery Office, Imperial House, Kingsway, London, 
W.C., 2 and 28, Abingdon Street, London, S,W, 1 ; 37, Peter 
Street, Manchester, and 1, St, Andrew* s Crescent, Cardiff, 

An Order (No. 427), dated 7th April, 1919. has been issued by the 
Ministry of Food substituting fresh Schedules 
Order amending of prices for those contained in the Edible 
Edible Offals (Mazi- Offals (Maximum Prices) Order, 1918, and 
mum Prices) Order, revoking the Orders of 20th September and 
191 g, 2oth December, amending the Principal Order. 

The High Commissioner for Canada is advised by the Minister of 
Agriculture at Ottawa that the issue of permits for the importation 
into Canada of cattle, sheep, other ruminants, 
Importation of Cattle, and swine from the United Kingdom has been 
Sheep and Pigs into resumed, provided that the animals do not 
Canada. come from, or pass through, the County of 

York. 

The Food Controller, by a General Licence (Order No. 432), dated 
8th April, 1918, has authorised lliat on and after ist April, 1919, until 
further notice, the following varieties of 
Bemoval of cattle feeding stuffs may be purchased, sold, 
Beatrictiona on certain or otherwise dealt with free from the restne- 
Cattle Feeding tions imposed by the Oils, Oil Cakes and Meals 
Stuffs. (Requisition) Order, 1917,* the Cattle Feeding 

Stuffs (Requisition) Order, I9i8,t and the 
Cattle Feeding Stuffs (Maximum Pricas) Order, 1918.J 

Home Manufactured Cakes and Meals, — Undecorticated ground 
nut cake, semi-decorticated ground nut cake, decorticated ground nut 
cake, palm kernel cake, rape cake, copra cake, sesame cake, soya cake, 
extracted palm kernel meal, extracted rape meal, extracted soya meal. 

Imported Cakes and Meals. — Copra cake, palm kernel cake, Rangoon 
rice meal, Italian rice meal, Canadian rice meal, Egyptian rice meal, 
gluten feed, maize meal cake. 

Compound cakes and meals (made from two or more ingredients 
when no oil is expressed in the process of manufacture). 

Cakes and meals containing not less than 7 "per cent, oil and not less 
than 20 per cent, albuminoids. 

Cakes and meals containing not less than 6 per cent, oil and not less 
than 20 per cent, albuminoids. 

Cakes and meals containing not less than 6 per cent, oil and not less 
than 17 i^r cent, albuminoids. 

The Food Controller, by an Order (No. 396), dated ist April, 1919, 
Order amending the Potatoes (Consolidation) Order 

Potatoes (Consolida- as amended, has substituted 

tion) Order Wo, 2 , following Schedule for Schedule IV. of 

1918 . the Principal Order. § 

• See this Journal, December, 1917, p. 1046. 
t n » „ February, 1918, p. r^8. 

t U March, X918. p, 1474. 

I u •» December, 19x8, p, ixx6. and January, 19x9, pp, 1233 

and 1237. 
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Schedule of Scale of Maximum Retail Prices, 



I Highest Authorised Retail Selling Price 

1 over the Counter. 

Retailers" Cost per Cwt. 
(See note i, p. 198.) 

Rate per 

1 Rate per Slone for 
Cwt. for Lots of 

Lots of 14 lb. or 

I cwt. more 

or more. but less 

than I cwt. 

Ttate per 
H«Uf -stone 
for Lots of 
7 lb. and 
more, but 
less than 
141b. 

Rate per 
Lb. lor 
Lots of 
Jess than 

7 lb. 

t 


Any price up to 6s. ^d. 

Exceeding 6s. 3d., but 
not exceeding 6s. 'jd. 

Exceeding 6s. yd., but 
not exceeding 6s. iid. 

Exceeding 6s. iid., but 
not exceeding 7s. 2d. 

Exceeding 7s. 2d., but 
not exceeding ys. 6d. 

Exceeding ys. C>d., but 
not exceeding 7s . i od. 

Exceeding ys. lod., but 
not exceeding 8s. id. 

Exceeding 8s. id., but 
not exceeding 8s. 5d. 

Exceeding 8s. ^d., but 
not exceeding 8s. 8d. 

Exceeding 8s, 8d-, but 
not exceeding gs. 

Exceeding gs.,»but not 
exceeding gs. 4d. . . 

Exceeding 9s. 4d., but 
not exceeding gs. 8d. 

Exceeding 9s. 8d., but , 
not exceeding los. . . 

Exceeding los., but not 
exceeding los. 3d. . . 

Exceeding los, 3d., but 
not exceeding los. yd. 

Exceeding 10s. yd., but 
not exceeding los. iid 

Exceeding los. iid., but 
not exceeding iis. 2d. 

Exceeding iis. 2d., but 
not exceeding IIS. 5d. 

Exceeding iis. $d., but 
pot exceeding ris. 8d. 

Exceeding IIS. 8d., but 
not exceeding IIS. iid. 

Exceeding iis. iid., but 
not exceeding 1 2s. 2d. 

Exceeding 12s. 2d., but 
not exceeding I2S. 6d. 

Exceeding 12s. 6d., but 
not exceeding 1 2 s. gd. 

Exceeding 12s. gd., but 
not exceeding 13s. .. | 

Exceeding 13s., but not 
not exceeding 13s. 4d. 

Exceeding 13s. 4d.. but 
Deot exceeding 13s. yd. 

, Exceeding yd., but 
not exceeding 135. lod. 

> Exceeding rjs. xod.» but 
not exceeding 145. id. 

. Exceeding 14s* id. . . 
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Notes, — I, The cost to the retailer for the purpose of the above 
Schedule fhcludes the following items and no more : — 

(a) the actual price paid for the potatoes by the retail dealer ; 

(b) any sums actually paid or payable by the retail dealer for the 

carriage of the potatoes ; 

(c) where the potatoes are carted by the retail dealer to his premises, 

a reasonable sum, not exceeding 5s. per ton, in respect of such 
cartage, 

2. In cases where potatoes are bought by the retailer ; bags included, 
a sum of 6d, per cwt. must be deducted from the actual cost, in order to 
arrive at the cost for the purposes of the Schedule. For example, if 
the cost to the retailer of potatoes is 9s. Sd. per cwt., bags included, 
the selling price is determined by line ii of the Schedule and not 
line 12. 

3. Where potatoes are sold in lots of i cwt. or more, the retailer 
may charge a deposit of is, per bag in addition to the scheduled price. 

The maximum prices of milk for the summer have now been 
announced. The maximum prices per imperial gallon for wholesale 
sales by producers in all counties of England 
Summer Milk Prices, and Wales, except Cornwall, Devon, Somerset, 
and Dorset, and the industrial area of the 
West Riding of Yorkshire, are to be as follows : — 

May June. July, August, September, 

s, d, s. d, s, d, s. d. $. d, 

14 13 .. 16 .. 18 I 10 

The maximum producer’s prices are 2d. less for the counties of 
Cornwall, Devon, Somerset, and Dorset, and 2d. higher for the industrial 
area of the West Riding of Yorkshire. 

These prices are for cooled milk, despatched twice daily by the 
producer to the buyer’s premises or railway station. The railway 
charges, if any, between seller and buyer are to be borne by the buyer. 
The prices are reduced \d. per gallon when delivery is made otherwise, 
and by id, per gallon when the milk is collected by the buyer at the 
producer’s premises. Wholesale dealers other than producers are 
allowed a maximum margin of 2d, per gallon over the producer’s price 
for milk delivered to the buyer’s railway station ; and a maximum 
average margin of $d, for milk delivered to the buyer’s premises. 

The maximum retail prices, which are subject to variation by or 
on behalf of the Food Controller in any food control committee district, 
or group of such districts, are as follows 

May. June, July. August. Septemler, 

s. d. s. d, s. d, s. d, 5. d. 

24 .. 24 .. 28 28 .. 30 

The general retail price in England and Wales is, therefore, jd. a 
quart in May and June, rising to Sd. a quart in July and August, and 
to gd. a quart in September. 

The object of the Board’s scheme for establishing co-operative milk 
depots is to increase the amount of milk sent into the towns and 
especially to develop milk production and its 

Co**operatiYe Milk marketing on co-operative lines in areas from 
Depots. which the supplies in the past have not been 

so large as they might have been. 

The scheme was brought into operation about the middle of 1918, 
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and a report which has recently been prepared shows tJi it the progress 
made up to the end of the year was very encouraging. 

The report deals with eight districts, viz., West Wales (3 depots), 
Bridgwater, Gwinear Road, Dinmore, Llangcovievv, Barlhomley, 
Camelford and Erfronydd. In May, igtS. the ten depots in these 
areas had only 96 members and dealt with only 1,300 gal. of milk daily. 
In three months' time the members had increased to 299 and the milk 
dealt with to 7,500 gal. per day. By i6th November, the number of 
members was 503 and the quantity of milk received at the depots 
still upwards of 68,000 gal. daily, a very satisfactory total for the time 
of the year. These increases are all the more significant when it is 
realised that almost the whole of the milk received at the depots was 
from new sources of supply, and that it has been very largely delivered 
to town consumers who would otherwise have gone short by that 
amount. 

Another point of great importance is the effect which the opening of 
these depots had on the members in the areas in question. In one of 
the districts the number of cows kept increased by 25 per cent. ; m the 
second district by 45 per cent. ; in a tliird by 50 per cent. 

The increased production of milk was especially marked in the area 
covered by the West Wales farmers and in the Bridgwater district, but 
all the other areas covered by the report show satisfactory progress. 

The results obtained in these districts clearly show that the intro- 
duction of co-operative depots on similar lines in many other districts 
where the dairying is relatively undeveloped would provide an additional 
source of income to the producers and at the same time have a very 
beneficial effect in improving the milk supplies of the population. 


The following Circular Letter was addressed to Local Authorities 
by the Board on 15th April : — 

Sir, — I am directed by the President of the 
Babies Order Board of Agnculture and Fisheries to inform 

of 1919 . you ibat it has been found desirable to amend 

the regulations relating to Rabies and suspected 
Rabies in animals, and consequently the Board have issued an Order, 
entitled the Rabies Order of 1919, which revokes and replaces the Rabies 
Order of 1897 as from the ist proximo. 

The new Order differs from the existing Order mainly as follows : — 

1. Report of Inspector of Local Authority, — An Inspector of a Local 
Authority dealing with a suspected case of Rabies has fortliwith to 
make a report to the Board m the form of the specimen attached.* 
[Art. 2 (2.) ] 

2. Compulsory Slaughter by Local Authority, — K Local Authority is 
required to slaughter every cat, as well as dog, that is diseased or which 
is suspected or is shown to the satisfaction of the Inspector of the Local 
Authority to have been bitten by a diseased dog or cat. (Art. 3.) The 
expression “ dog " includes any canine animal, 

3. Veterinary Inquiry, — ^The provisions as to veterinary inquiry 

require such inquiry to be made in every case in which a I^ocal Authority 
receives information of the existence, or the suspected existence, of Rabies 
in any animal or carcass. 


♦ Not here printed. 
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It is to be noted that the above requirement is not to interlere vdth or 
delay slaughter under Art. 3. A report of the inquiry is to be made in 
every case in tlie form of the specimen attached,* [Art. 5 (i.)} 

If at the time of death the animal is afEected with, or su^>ected of 
Rabies, a post-mortem examination is to be made by the Veterinary 
Inspector, who. unless he is satisfied that Rabies did not exist, is at once 
to forward to the Board material as directed in the Veterinary Report 
Form which is attached.* [Art. 5 (2.) ] 

4. Isolation of Dog, Cat, or other Animal . — ^The Local Authority is 
required to secure as far as practicable the isolation of any dog. cat. 
or other animal which has been exposed to the infection of Rabies by 
causing Notices to be served. Copies of all Notices served are to be 
sent to the Board, the Local Authority and the police. (Arts. 6"and 7.) 

It will be observed that there are three classes of Isolation Notice,* 
namely. Form A.i . to be used in a case of a dog or cat. Form A.2, to be 
used in the case of a ruminating animal or pig. and Form A.3, to be used 
in the case of a horse, ass. or mule. 

As regards the isolation of a dog or cat under a Notice Form A.i, the 
object of the Board is to secure detention on suitable veterinary premises 
in the immediate neighbourhood of the place where the dog or cat is, 
and failing that, detention on other premises. The place of detention ' 
should comprise a kennel or other enclosure with an adjoining space 
which should provide for the full liberty of the animal in the open air, 
the whole so enclosed as to prevent any risk of escape of the animal 
therefrom, or its contact with any other animal, or access of the animal 
to a human dwelling. The Board realise that there may be cases in 
which there are available neither veterinary premises nor such facilities 
as alK)ve described on the owner’s premises or elsewhere in which satis- 
factory arrangements could be made. In such a case it would be neces- 
sary as a temporary expedient to require the detention of the animal 
on the premises in the best manner that could be arranged. A special 
report of the facts of the case should then be made to the Board by the 
Local Authority in order that further action might be taken thereon by 
the Board, but this should not be done until every available expedient 
for securing the detention of the dog on suitable premises has been 
exhausted. The date entered in (2) of Notice A.i should be such that 
the period of detention expires six months after the date of contact. 

The isolation of animals, other than a dog or cat under Notice Form 
A.2 or Form A.3, is to be on the premises on which they are at the time 
of service of the Notice. 

5. Seizure of Animals in case of Default . — ^If an animal is not detained 
and isolated or is not moved according to the requirements of a Notice 
served under the Order, an Inspector of the Board may seize the animals 
(Art. 8.) 

6. Disinfection . — The Order contains a requirement as to the dis- 
infection of any enclosure used by a diseased or suspected animal and 
anything used by or contaminated by the saliva of a diseased or suspected 
animal before or after death. (Art. 10.) 

7^ Forms . — The forms required for the reports of the Inspector and 
the Yet^nary Inspector the Local Au^ioiity, as well as all the other 
forms referred to in the Order, have to be provided by iho Local 
Authority. 


* Not here printed. 
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i l 0ti HBition«^The proviaons as to notification are altered so as to' 
require that the Inspector of the Local Authority receiving notice from 
the police of an animal being affected with or suspected of Rabies shall 
inform the Medical Oficer of Health of the Sanitary District, as well as 
the Local Authority. I am to suggest, however, that the attention of 
police officers should be s^)c^ally called to the requirements that thc^ 
transmission of the information to the Board is to be by telegraph. In 
this connection I am to state for the information of the Local Authority 
that a Committee, of which Lord Clinton was Chairman, appointed by 
the President of the Board to hold an inquiry as to the origin of the 
outbreaks of rabies in Devon that commenced in September last, came 
to the conclusion that the disease existed in Pl^miouth in the middle of 
May, and stated that, owing to the freedom of the country from Rabies 
for a period of i6 years, and a consequent unfamiliarity with the disease 
and the Regulations concerning it, there has, in our opinion, been a 
failure on the part of the persons and authorities concerned to realise 
that Rabies had established a footing in the country and to deal promptly 
with cases where [in each] their suspicions ought to have been aroused.*' 
Including the original case, 123 outbreaks of Rabies have been confirmed 
in Cornwall and Devon. The disease has also now appeared both in 
Monmouthshire and in Glamorgan. 

Madfoal OITIoara of Health to bo Informed of Pereene iitten. — In the 
event of it coming to the notice of an officer of the Local Authority that a 
human being has been bitten by a rabid or suspected dog the Medical 
Officer of Health should be informed so that he may be in a position to 
advise as to the person undergoing the Pasteur treatment. 

Warninflr ae to Exietenoe of Rablee. — On the existence of Rabies in a 
locality being confirmed by the Veterinary Ofl&cers of the Board, it is 
desirable that the Local Authority should issue a warning by poster or 
otherwise. 

Publloatloiw — ^A copy of the Order, together with a Notice, A. 29/A» 
requiring publication of the Order, is enclosed. ♦ 

I am, etc., 

A, D. Hall, Secretary, 

An outbreak of Rabies having been confirmed on i6th April in a dog 
found at New Haw, Weybridge, that had come from Ealing, the Board 
issued an Order requiring the muzzling of 
Outbreaks of Rabies, ^ogs in the counties of London. Middlesex, 
and Surrey (except the Godstone petty 
sessional division) and in parts of Hertfordshire, Buckingham, 
Berkshire and Hampshire, and controlling movement out of a district 
comprising the above-named counties and parts of counties. On the 
following day Rabies was confirmed in an Acton (Middlesex) dog. The 
Board received confirmation as to a dog destroyed at Gravesend on 
,the 19th ult., which satisfied them that the animal was affected with 
Rabies, and owing to this and other information the London — Middlesex 
Control District was on the 7th inst. extended to include West Kent 
and a part of Essex. An outbreak having been confirmed near Dover 
the remainder of Kent was made a muzzling and control area. 

Tbe total number of outbreaks confirmed is 182, namely, 100 in 
Devon, 26 in Comwsill, 39 in Glamorgan, 5 in Monmouth, Gloucester 2, 
Middlesex 3, Surrey 4, London i and Kent 2. There are 55 reports 
of suspected cases still under investigation. 


Not here printed. 
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The lollowing Circular Letter was addressed to Local Autborities 
by the Board on loth April : — 

Sir, — I am directed by the President of the 
Order amending the Board of Agriculture and Fisheries to refer 
Bate Order, 1918, to the above Orders* which have been issued 

and the Local by the Ministry of Food and the Local Govcm- 

Anthorities (Food ment Board amending the Hats Order, i9iS,t 
Control) and the Local Authorities (Food Control) 

Order (No. 1), 1919. Order (No. 5), 19184 and I am to point out 
that the powers conferred by the Principal 
Orders upon a County Council with respect to any Administrative County 
may, with the consent of such County Council and subject to such restric- 
tions as the County Council may impose, be exercised by the Council 
of any District or Borough within such Administrative Counfy, or 
may be delegated by the County Council to the Agricultural Executive 
Committee for the County, or in the case of the London County Council 
to the Metropolitan Boroughs. The amending Orders also provide that 
the expression Local Authority shall include, in addition to County 
Councils and County Borough Councils, the Mayor, Aldermen and Com- 
mons of the City of London in Common Council assembled, or the Port 
Sanitary Authority of a Port Sanitary District, that is to say of any 
Port or part of a Port for which a Port Sanitary Authority has been 
constituted under the Public Health Acts, including the Public Health 
(London) Act, 1891 ; that any such Port Sanitary District shall for the 
purposes of these Orders form no part of any Administrative County or 
County Borough ; and that the City of London shall for the purposes 
of these Orders form no part of any Administrative County. 

I am to say that whilst Lord Ernie has noted with satisfaction the 
action taken by several Local Authorities, in response to the Board's 
Circular Letters of the 20th January § and 25th February Jast,|| he 
regrets that many have apparently failed to appreciate the need for any 
special effort on their part or to recognise that systematic destruction of 
rats in every district, whether existing in abnormal numbers or not, is a 
matter of serious national importance. If any substantial measure of 
success is to be attained it is incumbent upon every Authority to second, 
by their co-operation, measures taken by the Local Authorities of the 
Districts which adjoin their territory, and it is equally their duty to give 
support to the efforts of those private individuals within their District 
who endeavour to rid their premises of the pest. 

Lord Ernie trusts that Local Authorities who have not up to the 
present acted on the suggestions contained in the Board's Circular 
Letters referred to, on the grounds that the Principal Orders "do not 
enable them to delegate their powers, as well as those Local Authorities 
to whom powers are now extended by the Amending Ordfers, will move 
in the matter without further delay. For the information of these latter 
Local Authorities, copies of the Board's previous Circular Letters on the 
subject are enclosed, 

1 am, etc., 

(Signed) A. D. Hall, S^retary. 

* Order amending the Rats Order, 1918, and the Local Authorities (Fcod 
Control) Order (No. t), X919, Not here printed, 
t Prmted in this Journal, September, 1919, p. 761. 
f Not printed in this Journal, 

I Printed in this Journal, February, Z919, p. 1380. 

I Printed in this Journal, March, 1919, p. 1522. 
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The Orders of the Ministry of Food and the X^al Government Board, 
amending the Rats Order, 19x8, have now been issued. The amend- 
ments enable County Councils to delegate 
Destmetion of Bats, their powers to Agricultural Executive Com- 
mittees amd make the Port Sanitary Authorities 
and the City of London separate Local Authorities. Subject to the 
sanction of the County Councils, they also allow the exercise of powers 
under the Order by the Councils of any District or Borough within the 
Administrative County. It is hoped that all Local Authorities will now 
unite in carr3nng out the Order. 

Many County Councils have already recognised the seriousness of 
the problem and have taken steps to deal with it. In a number of 
counties the action taken by the Council is restricted to offering a 
reward for bringing in the dead rats, the payment made ranging from 
xjd. to 3d. While this method provides an incentive to kill rats, it 
does not bring about that thorough and systematic destruction over 
wide areas^^which is necessary to ensure satisfactory and lasting results. 
For this reason reliance upon reward schemes cannot be regarded as 
sufficient, and in a number of counties more systematic measures have 
been adopted or are contemplated. 

Rat Poisons, — One of the results of the interest now being taken 
in the rat-destruction campaign is an increased demand by farmers for 
rat poisons which are non-in jurious to human beings or domestic live- 
stock. Perhaps the best poison of this type is the red variety of squills 
{Scilla mariiima). Unfortunately, just at present the supplies of this 
poison are rather short owing to difficulties ’in importing it; but a 
number of preparations are on the market in which squills often form 
the poisonous agency, and the Board will be pleased to supply particulars 
of these on application. 

Where squills can be obtained, the bulbs should be chopped as finely 
as possible and added to one of the following baits in the proportion of 
20 per cent, by weight : — (i) Sausage meat made from horseflesh or 
inferior meat. (2) Fish, containing as little moisture as possible, 
passed through a sausage machine. (3) Boiled pounded potatoes or 
boiled broken rice made into a dough with heated beef dripping;, lard 
(if available) or best lubricating oil. (4) Coarse meal, added to heated 
treacle, to make a stiff dough. 

The baits should be cut up into pieces about the size of a pigeon's egg. 

Barium Carbonate (Precipitated). — This is poisonous to human 
beings and livestock, but it is perhaps the least dangerous of the poisons 
generedly used for Idlling rats. It is very heavy, and 15 per cent, to 
20 per cent, by weight should be mixed with a dough made with meal 
and sugar — 2 parts meal to x part of sugar. A few drops of oil of 
aniseed, caraway, or rhodium should be mixed with the flour, but no 
other fats should be used. 

An Order (No, 420), dated 3rd April, 19x9, has been made by the 
Food Controller, amending the Live Stock (Sales) Order, 19x8,* as 
subsequently amended, to the effect that: — 
Amendments to the x. In that part of Part II. of the First 

Lire Stock (Sales) Schedule to the Principal Order, which is 

Order, 191 & headed ** (a) Class A Beasts," xs. 4^i. shall 
be substituted for xs. 4^^. in the column 
headed ** April, X9X9," and xs. 3|d. shall be substituted for is, 
in the column beaded ** August, 19x9." 

* The text of this Order was not printed in this Journalt but a note on 
its main provisioiis was published in ^e issue for June last, p. 350* 
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2. In that peat of Peat II. of the First Schedule which is treaded 
** (d) dais B Beasts/' and in that part of Part II. of the Second Schedule 
which, is headed ** (h) Class B Sheep/' id. shall be substituted for 2d. 

A further Order (No. 459), dated i6th April, 1919. orders the inser- 
tion of the following Sub-clause after Sub-clause (c) of Clause 5 of the 
Principal Order : — 

“ (d) Where any in-calf cpw or in-calf heifer has been sold for 
slaughter, and the weight of the calf and bag exceeds 28 lb., 
the price otherwise payable in respect of the cow or heifer 
under the provisions of the Order shall (except in the case of 
a sale by dead weight) be reduced by a sum ascertained in 
manner hereinafter mentioned, and where the price has been 
paid to the seller, the Government buyer may recover Such 
sum from the seller. 

The sum shall be a sum calculated on the weight of the calf 
and bag after slaughter, at the maximum rate applicable under 
this Order on the sale of the cow or heifer. 

The provisions of this Sub-clause shall have efiect notwith- 
standing that no proceedings shall have been first taken against 
the seller in respect of a contravention of Clause i, and shall 
be in addition to, and not in substitution for, any penalties 
in respect of such contravention/' 


According to a note in the Board of Trade Journal (24th Aprils 
X919), the Minister of Munitions announces that the control of nitrate 
of soda will be suspended on and from 15th 
Nitrate of Soda. May, 1919. Transactions will be governed 
• by the present licensing S3rstem until that 

date. General Licences will, however, be issued on application from 
now till 15th May, 1919, authorising the holders of such licences to 
deal in nitrate of soda, but such licences will not authorise the holders 
to enter into any transaction which involves the actual movement of 
nitrate except within the British Isles before the date mentioned. 

All applications for licences should be addressed to the Ministry of 
Munitions (Department of Explosives Supply), Storey's Gate, S.W. 1. 


The Board of Agriculture have issued a pamphlet describing what 
farmers should do to collect, preserve, and utilise the liquid manure 
from cow-houses, stables, etc. Liquid manure, 
liquid Manure Tanks, the value of which has been recognised for 
many years by the Continental farmer, is 
often wasted in this country. In the Bird's pamphlet it is shown, by 
means of a sectional diagram, how simple a matter the storage arrange- 
ments can be. Much useful praettcal advice is given on subjects ranging 
from the actual shape of the drainage channd in the cow-house to the 
various methods of building the main storage tank. Copies of the 
pamphlet im be obtained from The Commercial Secretary, Board of 
Agriculture and Fisheries, 72, Victoria Street, London, S.W. i. 
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Among the minor rural industries which the Board of Agriculture 
desire to place on a more satisfactory basis is bee-keeping. To this end 
a scheme of local co-operation between societies 
Bee-keeping Schemes : of bee-keepers and the county horticultural 
Importing Stocks organisations has been set up.* This scheme 
from Holland, is working most satisfactorily in the majority 
of counties. It provides a means for the re- 
stocking of depleted apiaries with imported colonies and queens. Mr. W. 
Herrod-HempsaJl, of the British Bee-keepers’ Association, one of the 
Board’s experts in bee-culture, is at present in Holland arranging for the 
transport of stocks to be supplied on easy terms to the counties, and there 
used as the basis of large re-stocking enterprises. Every attention is 
being given to^the necessary details with a view to ensuring the success 
of this effort to rehabilitate an interesting and profftable rural industry 
which was almost destroyed by the Isle of Wight Disease. For instance, 
classes have been held in various counties at which the most minute 
instruction has been provided for local bee-keepers concerning the hand- 
hng of the Dutch stocks on their arrival. Several counties in particular 
have taken;, up this bee scheme with great enthusiasm, notably Lincoln 
Dorset hasJLately shown considerable interest also and has organised a 
series of lectures. 


Part of the Government scheme for settling ex-service men on the 
land takes the form of farm settlements or farm colonies administered 
directly by the Board of Agriculture. Between 
Progress in 12,000 and 13,000 acres of land have already 

Settlement of £z- been acquired for these settlements, and it is 
Service Men. estimated that over 450 ex-service men will 
ultimately settle on these lands. At present 
about a quarter of that number have either taken up holdings or are 
undergoing a period of probationary training at the settlements. 
Sixteen of the latter on Lady Day this year, having completed their 
probation, will enter on the occupation of holdings ranging from 7 to 
30 acres at the Heath Hill Settlement (Salop). Nine pairs of cottages 
are to be built here and certain existing houses altered. 

At the RoUeston Settlement (Notts) six pairs of cottages are being 
built, and a number of Army huts will be utilised as a hostel. A similar 
hostel is being provided at the Amesbury Settlement (Wilts). 

At Holbeach 32 ex-service men are in possession of holdings, and a 
number of men are serving the required probationary period. At 
Patrington a further 500 acres have „been acquired, bringing this farm 
settlement, which is worked on a profit-sharing system, to the total 
acreage of 2,865, 

The planting of the demonstration fruit plots at Holbeach Crown 
Settlement (Lines) is now completed. Another demonstration fruit 
^ot is to be established in Huntingdonshire. At Shippea Hill, West 
Suffolk, short courses of training for ex-service men in fruit growing 
imarket gardening are being given, and at Brentwood, Essex, 
instruction in tractor driving. 


• See this Journal^ January, 19x9, p. 1222. 
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A TBST case was xecently heard in Norfolk in order to obtain a legal 
decision on the question of whether lump sums, such as harvest*money» 
Michaelmas-money, etc., could be spread over 
Afiicnltnral Wages a period as part of wages for the purpose of 
(fiarrest-mon^, making up weekly wages to the minimum. 

M iehaelmas-moxiey, The decisions given cover three cases : the 
etc.). payment of harvest-money, the payment of 

Michaelmas-money to which the worker has 
a contractual right, and the payment of special sums, such as commission 
on the number of rams or other stock let or sold. 

In the case of the harvest-money, the Bench ruled that harvest- 
money is wages within the meaning of the Act, but it is wages for special 
work, and therefore only applicable to harvest weeks. 

With regard to the payment of Michaelmas-money, the decision 
given by the Bench was based on a case in which this payment formed 
in effect part of the contract between employer and worker. The 
money would therefore have been recoverable proportionately at any 
time by the workman, and the Bench took the view that it might 
therefore be reckoned as part of his wages for the period covered by 
the contract ; that is, before Michaelmas. This decision clearly only 
applies, however, to case in which the payment" of Michaelmas- 
money is definitely included in the worker's contract. 

In the case of commission on stock let or sold, the Bench ruled that 
the sum to be paid in commission, being an uncertain total, not ascertain- 
able beforehand and not recoverable by the workman until it fell due, 
could not l)C spread to cover non-payment of the minimum wage in 
other weeks. {Wages Board Gazette, 15th April, 1919). 

- A NUMBER of questions have recently been raised as to the con- 
ditions on which pupils may be taken by farmers without the farmer 
being under an obligation to pay the minimum 
Farm Pupils and the rates. It must be clearly understood that 
Minimum Wage. all workers employed in agriculture under a 
contract of service or apprenticeship come 
within the scope of the minimum rates of wages fixed by the Board. 
If, therefore, a farmer desires to take a pupil and not to be under an 
obligation to pay him at the minimum rates, it would be essential that 
the arrangements made between them should not constitute a contract 
of service or apprenticeship. It is not, however, possible for the Board 
to lay down any general rule as to what arrangements would satisfy 
this condition, since this must depend upon the circumstances of each 
particular case. [Wages Board Gazette, ist May, 1919.) 

The attention of farmers is drawn to the fact that no worker employed 
in agriculture may be paid at less than the minimum rates of wages 
applicable to him under the Wages Board's 
Bates of Wages for Orders, unless a Permit of Exemption has 
Infirm or been granted to him under Section 5 (3) of 

Disabled Workers, the Com Production Act. Under the pro- 

visions of the Section in question, any worker 
who by reason of any mental or physical infirmity or physical injury 
is incapable of earning the minimum rate of wages applicable to him, 
is entitled to apply to the District Wages Committee for his area for a 
Permit exempting his emplo>mient from payment at the full minimum 
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rate. An employer may also apply for a Permit in respsct of any such 
worker in his employment. The mere fact that a worker is incapable 
of earning the minimum rates does not in itself exempt the employer 
from his obligation to pay wages at not less than the minimum rate^ 
unless a Permit is issued to the worker. Forms of application for 
Permits of Exemption may be obtained from the Secretaries of the 
respective District Wages Committees. The address of the local 
Secretary of the District Wages Committee, if not known, can be obtained 
on inquiry of the Agricultural Wages Board, 8o, Pall Mall, S.W. i. 


Pi^ocEEDiNGS were heard at Lytham on Thursday, 17th April, 
against an employer in Lancashire in respect of the underpayments 
of two male workers. An inspector visited 
Legal Proceedings by the employer in January and found that one 
the Wages Board for of his workers had been underpaid, and that 
the Enforcement a sum of £6 arrears of wages was owing. The 
of Orders respecting employer undertook to pay the* arrears, but 
Minimum Wages. in February no receipt for the arrears having 
been received, the Inspector paid another 
visit and found that two more men had been engaged, neither of whom 
was being paid the minimum wages. Proceedings were then taken 
against the employer. With regard to one worker the Bench con- 
sidered that only a technical offence with extenuating circumstances 
had been committed and dismissed the case. In the case of the second 
worker a fine of 20s. was imposed, and ;£3 3s. costs, and the employer 
ordered to pay arrears frona a date in February. 

An employer was summoned at Fareham on Monday, 28th April, 
for payment of seven workers at less than the minimum rates, and for 
giving false information to the Inspector with regard to two of these 
workers. The Inspector, when he visited the farm in December, found 
that practically all the male workers had been underpaid up to two 
weeks prior to his visit. Arrears were paid, the farmer stating that he 
did not know of the new rates until the middle of November. In his 
account to the Inspector of his workers and their wages, he omitted to 
include two workers who were subsequently found to have been under- 
paid, and also gave false'information as to the nature of the employ- 
ment of two men, paying them arrears as ordinary labourers instead of 
as carters, in which capacity they were employed. The defendant was 
fined and £1^ costs. (Wages Board Gazette, ist May, 1919*) 


The Board desire to give notice that the particulars of the routes of 
the stallions to which premiums have been awarded by the Board for 
the Service Season 1919, together with the 
Nainai and Boutas names and addresses of the owners of the 
of tha Stipar. King’s stallions, and of the members of the Stallion 
and Board’s Committees which have been appointed to 
Pramium StaUiona. supervise the service arrangements, will not 
be published in this Journal, Copies of a list 
of the names and routes of these stallions may be obtained on 
application to the Board's Offices, 4, The Sanctuary, Westminster, 
London. S.W. 1. 
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Ths Meteorological Office will, as in past years, supply forecasts of 
weather by telegraph to persons desirous of receiving them, upon 
payment of a rfegisteation fje of is, and the 
Hanrast Weather cost of the telegrams, computed at per 
)^>raeasis, day. The supply of forecasts will continue 
until 30th September. The forecasts are 
tlra^ up each week-day at 4.30 p.m., and refer to the probable weather 
tiuj^g the 24 hours comprising the following civil day. If the meteoro- 
logical conditions are sufficiently definite, a ** further outlook extending 
the period covered to two or three days will be added. 

Notifications will also be issued in connection with the continuance 
or break up of spells of fine weather. For this service a fee of '6d. is 
charged for each telegram despatched, in addition to the Post Office 
charges for telegraphy. A minimum sum of 55. against which the 
charges may be booked must be deposited with the Office. 

Applications for the forecasts should be sent to the Director, Meteoro- 
logical Office, South Kensington, London, S.W, 7, with a cheque or 
postal order payable to the Meteorological Committee, to cover the cost 
of the telegrams for the period during which the forecasts are to be 
sent. 


^ A Leaflet (No. 329)* has been issued by the Board, giving an account 
of the principal provisions of the Tithe Act, 1918, for the redemption 
of Tithe Rcntcharge, Corn Rents, etc. Under 
The Tithe Act, these provisions a landowner may, as a rule, 
1918 . effect redemption without obtaining the consent 

of the tithe-owner, while the terms lor redemp- 
tion laid down by the Act are considerably mor^ favourable to the 
landowner than those presented by the earlier Acts. The consideration 
may still be paid in cash, but provi®Von is now made for the discharge 
•of the consideration in certai*;*^ cases, when so desired, by means of an 
annuity payable for a period not exceeding 50 years, and examples are 
given inthe Lea^etof the method of calculating both the gross amount 
•of the consideration and the amount of the corresponding terminable 
-annuity ^ 

Copies of the Leaflet will be supplied free qn request to the Secretary 
of the Board of Agriculture and Fisheries, 3, St. James's Square, London, 
S.W. I. Letters so addressed need not be stamped. 


The President of the Board of Agriculture and Fisheries has 
appointed a committee to inquire and report wliat steps should be 
Royal Botanic render the work of the Royal Botanic 

Society: Appointment as possible from 

Af scicntific and educational point of view. 

Of committee of Committee . will be constituted as 

follows ; — 


Inquiry. 


Lieutenant-Colonel Sir David Prain.I.M,S., C.M.G., F.R.S., Director 
of the Royal Botanic Gardens, Kew. 

Sir William Henry Dunn, Bart., of the Royal Botanic Society of 
London. 

Surgeon-General Sir Alfred Keogh, G.C.B., G.C.V.O., etc., of tbe 
Imperial College of Science and Techiiology. 


See Article on p. X55. 
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Sir Malcolm Morris, K.C.V.O., of -the Royal Botanic Society of 
London. ^ 

Major^Robert Cattley Cfirr, of the Royal Botanic Society of London. 

Mr. Morton Evans, Joint ^retary of the Ofiice of Woods. 

^Mr. Hubert John Greenivood, J.P., L.C.C., of the Royal Botanic 
Society of London. 

Professor Frederick W. Keeble, C.B.E., F.R.S., D.Sc., of the Board ol 
Agriculture and Fisheries and the Royal Horticultural Society, 

Lieutenant>Colonel Sir David Prain» I.M.S., C.M.G., F.R.S.. vdll ^ 
Chairman, and Mr. George Cecil Gough will be Secretary of the 
Committee. 

It is pointed out that the Board of Agriculture have already anti- 
cipated the suggestion of Mr. Alfred Davies, M.P., for Lincoln, that the 
surplus stores of Government Departments 
Selling Surplus should be sold in such places and quantities 
Government Stocks, as would give small men all over the country 
an opportunity to purchase. 

The surplus horses, tractors, etc., used under the aegis of the Food 
Production Department for the War emergency ploughing programme, 
have been disposed of in this way gradually for some months past. 
Farmers who had been using horses on loan, and were accordingly accus- 
tomed to the animals, have been given the opportunity to buy them at 
local auctions, and the harness, implements, etc., have also been placed 
‘on sale locally. In the same way, as the tractors finish their work under 
the county committees and are withdrawn from service, they are being 
publicly auctioned off in the counties where they have been working. 
Kone of the Food Production Department surplus stores has been sold 
privately or in large lots to dealers. Moreover, the Board of Agriculture 
have made a point of asking the Disposal Board to sell a fair proportion 
of the demobilised Army lorries at rural centres so that individual f aumers 
or farmers' co-operative societies may have a fair chance of purchasing 
them. 

It may be added that good prices have been obtained for the Food 
Production Department horses — one week's average price was £^6 per 
horse ; and over 4,500 horses have so far been disposed of at an average 
price of over £62, Nearly 200 different auction sales of tractors have 
been held, and they are continuing at the rate of about a score per week. 


It has been decided by the War Ofihee to retain for agriculture up to 
20 per cent, of soldiers at present employed on the land, in and attached 
to agricultural companies, in addition to tliose 
Employment of men whose application for demobilisation as 
Soldiers on pivotal men had been sanctioned by the 

Farm Work. Ministry of Labour before ist February, 1919. 

Th€«e men will be selected by War Agricultural 
Executive Committees in England and Wales and by Sub-Commissioners 
in Scotland in conjunction with agricultural commandants, and will 
be nominated from those considered to be indispensable. 

All other soldiers employed on agriculture will be withdrawn. 

It has also been announced that a fortnight's notice would be given 
to farmers beff>re the withdrawal of men attached to agricultural 
companies. 
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At a meeting of the Agricultural Wages Board held in London on 
8th and 9th May, the Board, after consideration of the objections which 
had been lodged to their Proposal of ist 
The Xinimnm April to vary the minimum rates of wages 

Kates of Wages for male workers of i8 years of age and over 

for Agrieultaral throughout England and Wales, and of the 

Workers. reports made on the Proposal by the various 

District Wages Committees, decided to confirm 
their Proposal except as respects ordinary labourers in Cumberland and 
Westmorland (in regard to which the District Wages Committee will 
again be consulted), and as respects the special rates for special classes 
of workers such as stockmen, horsemen, cowmen, etc,, in Hertfordshire, 
Kent, Middlesex, Northamptonshire, Salop, Surrey, Sussex, and Wilt- 
shire. In the case of these counties the Board propose that the special 
classes of workers shall be paid at the minimum and overtime rates 
applicable to ordinary labourers. 

The variation made by the Wages Board (which will come into 
operation on the 19th May) is as follows : — 

(а) A reduction in the hours for which the minimum wage 
for ordinary labourers is pa3rable, to 54 in “ Summer " and 48 
in Winter,*' in the counties where such hours have been in 
excess of these hours. 

(б) An addition to the weekly wages at present payable to 
ordinary labourers, of the following sums (subject to slight 
adjustment to round sums) : — 

Workers of 18 and under 19 years of age, 3s. a week, 

M 19 » 20 „ 4s. 

,, ,, 20 ,, ,, 21 ,, ,, 5'S» »» 

,, „ 21 years and over, 6s. 6d. a week, 

with corresponding adjustments of the overtime rates on the 
basis of time and a quarter on weekdays and time and a half on 
Sundays, 

In the case of these counties where the number of hours per 
week are in excess of 54 in Summer and 48 in Winter, the above 
additions will be made, not to the present weekly wages, but 
to the present weekly wages reduced to a basis of 52 hours all the 
year round, 

(c) An increase in the special rates fixed for special classes 
of workers such as Horsemen, Stockmen, Shepherds, etc., by 
amounts corresponding to the increase in the rates for ordinary 
labourers, except as regards the eight counties referred to above. 

The Wages Board have at present under reconsideration the special 
rates for Horsemen, Stockmen, Shepherds, etc., with a view to a modifica- 
tion of the basis of “ customary " hours for which those workers are 
paid in a number of counties, but they were not legally in a position to 
give effect to any alteration in this basis at the moment, and they 
considered that in the meantime these workers should not be deprived 
of the increase granted to other workers, even where it involved making 
a new rate which may only be in operation for a short time. 

A Sbhedule of the new minimum rates fixed for each county 
will shortly be obtainable on application to the Agricultural Wages 
Board, 
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An Order entitled the Seeds, Nuts, Kernels, Oils and Fats (Maximum 
Prices) Order, 1919. dated 28th April, 1919 (Order No. 509) has been 
made by the Food Controller, fixing maximum 
The Seeds, Nuts, prices for seeds, nuts and kernels, crude oils. 
Kernels, Oils and Fats deodorised oils and refined and finished 
(Maximum Prices) common edible oils. 

Order, 1919. The Edible Oils (Maximum Prices) Order, 

1919, is revoked by this Order. 


Revocation of Statutory following Orders have recently been 

revoked by the Food Controller 

affecting Farmers. ^ 


No. of Order. 

Title of Order. 

Page of Journal 
in which Order 
was Published. 

Nos. 1186 of 1917 

The Food (k)ntrol Committees 

December, 1917, 

and No. 370 of 

(Milk Requisition) Order, 1917, 

p. 1029, and 

1918. 

as amended. 

April, 1918, p. 

No. 1224 of 1917. . 

The Oils, Oil Cakes and Meals 
(Requisition) Order, 1917. (Re 
voked only so far as it relates 
to Oil Cakes, Meals and residues). 

114. 

December, 1917, 
p. 1046. 

No. 1316 of 1917. . 

The Cattle Feeding Stuffs 

January, 1918, 

No, 58 of 1918 , . 

(Committees) Order. 1917. 

Tne Cattle Feeding Stuffs (Re- 
quisition) Order, 1918. 

The Cattle Feeding Stuffs 
(Maximum Prices) Order, 19x8. 

p. 1142. 

February, 1918, 
p. 1308. 

March, 1918, 
p. 1474. 

November, 1918, 
p. X008. 

No. 173 of 1918 . . 

No. Z308 of 1918. . 

Tne Cattle Feeding Stuffs 
(Distribution) Order, 1918. 


In devising measures for the destruction of rats, it should be borne 
in mind that prevention is better than cure. Much can be done to 
discourage the pests if granaries and all 
Destruction of Rats, receptacles for storing foodstuffs are made rat 
proof, and the farmyard kept free from all 
garbage and waste food ; they will find little to eat and will take 
baits more readily. 

It is also important to make use of any device which will prevent 
the introduction of rats into ricks. The ideal method is to build stacks 
on staddle or stances. Boxes containing poisons can then be placed 
under the stacks so that they are accessible to rats, but are out of the 
reach of other animals. 

When stacks are built directly on the ground a securely erected 
4»ft. fence of fine mes]^ed wire should be placed round the stacks. The 
stacks and wire fencing' should be periodically inspected between the 
time of building and threshing the ricks. 

The wire netting should always be used during threshing operations 
in case rats have by some means gained access to the stack. The wire 
netting should be^Jabout 8 ft. from the stack ; it should be bent inward 
during threshing^and outward in the autumn. 
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The Board's scheme for the agricultural training of ex^^ervice 
officers and men of suitable educational promise " is developing 
satisfactorily. Up to loth May over 500 
Agrieultiiral Training officers and men had been approved for 
of Ex-Offioers training on selected farms in ^gland and 

and Mon* Wales, and upwards of 200 of these had 

already taken up their training on farms in 
38 different counties. Numerous other applications are still being 
dealt with, and fresh ones are being received daily. 

In most of the counties farmers have shown great keenness to co- 
operate with the Government in training ex-service officers and men; 
but in one or two counties difficulty is being experienced in ffinding 
up-to-date farms for the purpose. The Board will accordingly welcome 
communications from farmers of standing who, by assisting in the 
training of these men, would like to show their appreciation of the debt 
due from the country to those who have been engaged in defending it 
against the enemy. 

The scheme (which is part of the general Government scheme for 
the training and placing of ex-service officers and men) came into 
operation at the end of January last. Provision is made for two kinds 
of assistance to officers and educated men who need Government finan- 
cial help for agricultural training ; those who are suitable and wish to 
be trained to farm are placed with selected farmers ; those who are 
suitable and wish for training for salaried agricultural posts which may 
eventually be available (such as agricultural organisers, teachers of 
agriculture, county instructors, managers, etc.) and who have previous 
scientific knowledge, or practical training, or both, may be able to 
obtain scholarships to be held at approved Universities or Agricultural 
Colleges. Both classes of candidates receive certain Government allow- 
ances during their training which may last for two or three years. Full 
details of the scheme are given in a booklet, “ Officers Land Settlement 
in the Mother-Country,”* copies of which may be obtained free on 
application to the Board, 4, Whitehall Place, London, S.W. i. 

The farm training part of the scheme is in the hands of the Local 
Authorities throughout the country and the selection of the candidates 
for training on farms, as well as the farmers, is made by Committees 
of the County Councils. 

The award of the agricultural scholarships to be held at Universities 
or Agricultural Colleges is made by a Headquarters Departmental 
Committee of Selection. It was originally proposed to award only 
50 agricultural scholarships, but the applications tove been so numerous, 
and^the standard of officer appl3dng is so high, that it is proposed to 
increase the number to 100. The salaried posts in agriculture— official 
and otherwise — ^likely to be available, are comparatively few in number, 
and the Board do not feel,^ therefore, that they pan encourage more 
a small number of ex-service officers and men to seek a professional 
career in this direction. 


• See this Jemnaf, February, 1919, p. i^u. 
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Farmers will be interested to learn that, subject to the approval of 
Parliament, the Government proposes to spend about ;£2,ooo,ooo on 
^ agricultural research and agricultural education 
Agrionltl|ial * during the next five jrears. In the past, there 
Bdncatioa Schemes, has been little inducement for any young man 
or women to take up agricultural research 
as a career. The pay and prospects have both been poor ; and 
consequently the best types of University men have not been 
attracted. 

The Board’s scheme for the expenditure of the funds now to be placed 
at their disposal for agricultural education and research will offer 
substantial scholarships to men who have distinguished themselves in 
the natural sciences at the Universities. It is believed that many more 
men would be ready to specialise in agricultural research if they were 
offered a scholarship of, say, £200 per annum for a period of years, and 
afterwards given opportunities of earning adequate salaries in research 
work. From the more successful of these students a certain number 
uHill be selected for appointments in Universities and other institutions. 

The kind of research that it is proposed to encourage is already 
represented in this country at Cambridge, Rothamsted, Bristol and 
Reading. At present there are probably not more than forty men in 
England and Wales engaged on pure research in agricultural science, 
but it is hoped that during the next decade or so it will now be possible 
to raise the number to about 150. 

Another feature of the Board's scheme will be the encouragement of 
higher agricultural education in coDeges by means of grants and in other 
ways. There arc already about a dozen agricultural colleges in England 
and Wales, but hitherto they have not been patronised to any extent 
by farmers, who often complain that the education given is abstract and 
theoretical rather than practical. It is hoped in the future that the 
demonstration farm and the farm institute will bring the farmer into 
more sympathetic touch with the colleges. 

A third section of the scheme will help the farmer, the small holder, 
and the ambitious labourer more directly. Most of the County Educa- 
tion Committees provide agricultural and horticultural education. As a 
rule they maintain a travelling staff which advises farmers, organises 
classes and so on. Adequate funds will now be available to treat these 
Committees generously. For every £1 the Local Authorities expend on 
agricultural education they will now receive at least £2 from the State. 

With this inducement the majority of the counties should set up 
farm schools or farm institutes where men may go for winter courses 
and women for summer courses, and where school teachers may be 
instructed in the agricultural and horticultural subjects to be taught 
in the new continuation schools. Lancashire, Yorkshire, Essex, and a 
few other counties, have spent money freely in the past in this way ; 
many counties, however, have done little or nothing. 

Now that it is known that the rate of assessment of farming profits 
to Income Tax is to remain unaltered for at least another year, farmers 
will be considering the possibility of keeping 

ibiceme Tax. and accounts so that they can claim any relief to 
which they may be entitled. Farming profits 
are charged undej Schedule B unless the farmers 
specially request to be charged-undor Schedule D. If the farmer chooses 
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to be assessed under Schedule D he will be charged on the average 
profits made during the three years preceding the year of assessment^ 
and it will, therefore, be necessary to have kdpt accounts over this 
period. 

Under Schedule B farming profits are reckoned as equal to twice the 
full rent of the farm. This, however, does not prevent farmers from 
claiming relief if they find that the profits fall short of the amount of 
the assessment. If accounts are kept, therefore, it will be possible in 
many cases to secure a material reduction in the amount of the tax 
payable. Although the Income Tax year ends on 5th April, a farmer is 
not bound to make up his accounts to that time, but to any other date 
which he may find convenient. 

The books kept need not be elaborate or entail much clerical work. 
Farmers who wish to start accounts should consult Leaflets No. 26 apd 
No. 240, both of which can be obtained free of charge on application to 
the Board, 3, St, James's Square, London, S.W. i. 

The Agricultural Costings Committee recently appointed by the 
Board of Agriculture and the Ministry of Food desire to get in touch 
with farmers who keep accounts for their farm or who are interested 
in Farm^Accounts. Communications should be addressed to the Director, 
Room 247, Palace Chambers, Westminster, S.W. i, who will be pleased 
to furnish any further information desired. 


It has recently been announced that the responsibility for the Flax 
Control Board has by]^a decision of the Cabinet been transferred to the 
Board of Trade. 

Flax Control. The present members of the Board are 

being invited to continue to act, with the 
following amended terms of reference : — ** To promote and co-ordinate 
arrangements, whether by Government Departments or by private 
enterprise, for the supply and distribution of flax, flax seed, and flax 
manufactures for Government and civilian purposes, and to take such 
measures as may be necessary with regard thereto.” 

All communications with regard to the work of the Board should be 
addressed to Mr. P. Guedalla, Caxton House, Tothill Street, S.W. i. 


NOTICES OF BOOKS. 

H MWMtln g til* Nott**t Hvat uni th* C*lil**t CoMt— F. A. Talbot. 

This is a reprint of an article from The World’s Work for November last, 
issued by the Nitrogen Products and Carbide Co., Ltd., Winchester 
House, Old Broad Street, London. E.C. 2. The scope of the article is 
indicated by the sub-title : “ The romantic story of the foundation and 
development by British effort of the new industry for the of 

atmospheric nitrogen to restore Britain's agricultmal supremacy and 
wealth." ' 

The fixation of atmo^hoic nitrogen was stated by Sir William 
Crookes in 1898 to be one of the great problems of the future,* and its 
discovery is now an aceompUshed fact, both as tegaids the laboratory 
and tile factory. ^ 

* See a note published in this Jowrud, May, 1918, p. 249. 




Notices of Books. 


215 


1919.] 


The article under notice describes in clear language how coal and 
lime are fused* under Intense heat* to calcium carbide* well known for the 
acetylene gas it produces. Calcium carbide again* heated in an atmos- 
phere of pure nitrogen, which has been won from the air under conditions 
of extremest cold, becomes* nitrolim or calcium cyanamide. This 
already before the War, in its handier granular form* was coming into 
favour as a fertiliser. Its availability for the production of nitric 
Acid, however* which was so much in demand for munitions* prevented 
temporarily its use for agricultural purposes. The heat required for the 
production of calcium carbide and nitrolim is provided by electricity, 
and as this can be generated cheaply by water power* the manufacture 
of the materials referred to has been carried on chiefly in Norway, 
though, under stress of War, plants have been installed in this country. 
Coal, if employed economically enough, can be used to supply the electric 
power required, and this it is proposed to utilise in the extension of the 
industry in Great Britain. 

Birdt Benefioial to Agrloulturo. — ^F. W. Frohawk, M.B.O.U., F.E.S., 
(London : The British Museum (Natural History), Economic Series, 
No. 9, 1919, 25 .), — ^This book was prepared at the instance of the 
Trustees of the British Museum with the object of showing that the 
majority of British birds exert a beneficial influence on agriculture. 
It is asserted* in general* that the large number of insects and weed 
seeds devoured by birds more than compensate for the grain consumed 
at certain seasons, and that only when the numbers of particular species 
increase beyond a point they may become harmful by the inadequacy 
of their natural food leading them to direct attention to other kinds. 
Descriptions are given of 45 species of birds, and their nesting and feeding 
habits are briefly stated. The book contains 22 plates which have been 
reproduced from originals drawn for the purpose by the author. 

Land Settltmant, — ^Ministry of Reconstruction (Reconstruction 
Problems, No. 20), London : H.M. Stationery Ofi&ce, 1919, 2d, This 
is one of the series of pamphlets on reconstruction problems issued by 
the Ministry of Reconstruction* and attempts in the briefest outline to 
indicate the present position of agriculture in this country, and to show 
the lines on which the Government are preparing to carry out their 
national policy of land settlement* especially as regards ex-^rvice men. 
The general conditions of British farming before the War are first 
stated, and some statistics given as to agricultural holdings and the 
population engaged in agriculture. It is then pointed out how* as a 
result of the need for increased food production shown by the War, 
a Reconstruction Committee under the Chairmanship of Lord Selborne 
was appointed in 1915 to consider the whole agricultural problem. It 
is shown that the recommendations of this Committee are being 
fonnulated as the agricultural policy of the Government, and the 
remainder of the pamphlet is devoted to a brief outline of this policy 
under its various heads* and to the additional facilities which are 
proposed for the dissemination of information* short-term credit, the 
supply of agricultural machinery* the promotion of supplementary 
rural occupations* the reconstruction of village life* and a system of 
rural transport 
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MISCELLANEOUS NOTES. 

The International Crop Report and AgricttUnral Statistics for 
Apiili 19x9, published by the International Iiistitute of Agriculture/ 
gives particulars concerning the sowing of 
Bfotee on Crop winter cereals in the Northern Hemisphere. 

Protpeeti and Live The areas estimated to have been sown with 
Stook Abroad. wheat in 1918-19, compared with the areaa 
sown during the corresponding period of 
1917-18, expressed as percentages, are as follows : — ^Denmark 89, 
France 98, England and Wales 96, Scotland 88, Italy 97, Canada 95, 
United States 116, British India 66, Japan 93 ; with rye : — ^Denmark 
103, France 93, England and Wales 95, Italy 100, United States 102 ; 
with barley ; — France 103, Italy 95# Japan 108, ; with oats : — ^France 
97. Italy 92. 

Franoo. — According to a report published by the Ministry of Agri- 
culture on 26th April, the condition of the crops on ist April was as 
follows (figures for April, 1918, in brackets) : — ^Winter wheat, 66 (73) ; 
winter barley, 66 (72) ; winter oats, 65 (70) ; and rye, 68 (74). (80* 

good, 60 -i fair). (BroomhalVs Com Trade News, 28th April, X919.) 

Indta* — ^According to a special official forecast the acreage sown 
with wheat in India in 1918-19 is 23,425,000 acres, against 35.497,000 
acres in 1917-18, and the yield 34,753,000 qr., compared with 47,479,000 
qr, last season. {The London Grain, Seed and Oil Reporter, 29th Aprils 
1919.) 

UnIMi StatM — ^According to a report issued on the 8th May by the 
Statistician of the Department of Agriculture, the average conation of 
winter wheat and rye in the United States on the ist May was estimated 
as follows : — ^Wheat, 100*5 per cent., compared with 99-8 per cent, on 
ist April, and 86*4 per cent, a year ago ; and rye, 95*3 per cent, compared 
with 90 6 per cent, on ist April, and 85*8 per cent, a year ago. The 
total yield of wheat is estimated at 899,900,000 bush, against 558,449,000 
bush, last year, and rye at 122,900,000 bush, against 89,103,000 bush* 
(The London Grain, Seed and Oil Reporter, 9th May, 1919.) 

AuitrallAi — ^According to the latest estimate the Australian wheat 
crop in the year 1918-19 is given as 76,080,637 bush., compared with 
111.865,514 bush, in 1917-18, and 152,420,189 bush, in 1916-17. 
(BroomhalVs Corn Trade News, 25th April, 1919.) 

Ihm itooH hi Denmark. — The numbers of live stock on the 15th 
July, 1918, compared with the numbers on the X2th July, 1917, the 
latter being shown in brackets, are as follows: — ^horses, 544,999 
(572,4x2) ; cattle, 2,123,722 (2,458,158) ; sheep, 470,051 (480,007) ; 
pigs, 620,880 (1,650,623). (International Crop Report and Agricultural 
Statistics, April, 1919.) 

USD tlDOk In LiixamliurE-— The numbers of domestic atiitwaia 
according to the census of the 8th November, 1918, are as follows (the 
corresponding numbers on the i8th Octob^, 19x7, being shown in 
brackets) horses, 17,012 (17,282) ; cattle, 108,004 14.277) ; pigs, 

94#957 (*13*^7^)- (IntemoHomaCrop Report and Agricultural Statistics, 
A^, 19*9.) 
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live ttook In Swltznrlnnil.— The following arc the provisional figures 
of the census taken on the 19th April, 1918 (the comparative figures on 
the 19th April, 1916, being shown in brackets) : — ^horses, 128,644 
(136,836) ; cattle, 1,530.165 {1.615.893) ; sheep, 225,081 (172,938) ; 
pigs, 364.468 (544.563) ; goats, 354.7^6 (358,887). {TnterncUional 
Crop Report and Agricultural Statistics, April, 1919.) 

LIvo ttook In Tunis. — ^the numbers of live stock on the 30th April, 
1918, are as follows (the corresponding figures on the 30th April, 1917, 
being shown in brackets) : — horses, 35,831 (32,960) ; asses, 84,639, 
(77,051); cattle, 251,490 (224,912); sheep, 1,124,998 (1,033,173); 
goats, 548,912 (459,634) ; camels, 105,037 (111,027). {International 
Crop Report and Agricultural Statistics, April, 1919). 


The Crop Reporters of the Board, in commenting on agricultura 
conditions in England and Wales on the ist May, report that in most 
Affricnltnral ^listricts April was a rather unfavourable 
- .fvr ® ^ , j month for cultivation, although in some parts, 

Conditions England especially the north-eastern, good progress 

***^1 tK** made. All work, however, is still very 

on 1st may. backward, and a great deal of the spring corn 
yet remains to be sown. Winter wheat is generally quite satisfactory, 
except on heavy and wet soils ; and other winter corn crops are healthy 
and promising. Comparatively few of the spring-sown crops have yet 
appeared above ground, but such as have sprouted are showing a good 
plant. Warmer weather is generally needed. 

Owing mainly to the lateness in sowing the spring corn crops, com- 
paratively little potato planting has yet been done, apart from the 
earlies. In most parts of the country planting of the main crop has 
hardly commenced, and in some instances the preparation of the land 
for this crop is not yet complete. 

Reports on clovers and rotation grasses are not very satisfactory in 
the north and west, tliey are generally patchy and thin, and of course 
very backward. In the south-eastern half of the country, however, 
reports are generally much better, and seeds are mostly promising, but 
have made little growth and are late. 


Pastures are still very backward, there not having been warmth 
enough to enable the grass to grow ; winter keep has also been getting 
short. livestock have made little progress during the month, and 
are generally in poor condition. 

The fall of lambs has everywhere been about normal ; but the incle- 
ment weather has caused losses to be perhaps slightly heavier than usual, 
both among the lambs and the ewes. The latter are not in very good 
condition. 


Labour is in nearly all parts reported to be short, difficulty having 
everywhere been experienced in getting horsemen and cattlemen more 
particularly, as well as other forms of skilled labour. A few districts 
report that the situation is easier. 
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The ft^owing local summaries give further details regarding agri* 
cultural labour in the different districts of England and Wales : — 

Northumberland, Durham, CuwdmUmd, and 
Westmorland, — ^ITie supply of labour, both 
skilled and unskilled, is almost ever3rwhere 
deficient. Horsemen and ploughmen are 
particularly mentioned as difficult to obtain 
as well as casual labour. The withdrawal of soldiers has made the 
position more difficult. 

Lancashire and Cheshire. — The supply of labour is still very short, 
particularly of skilled hands, men being attracted to other industries 
by the high wages offered. 

Yorkshire , — Labour is deficient almost everywhere, and often very 
scarce, particularly among skilled men, such as horsemen and cattlemen. 

Shropshire and Stafford. — Practically throughout the division the 
supply of labour is very short. Horsemen, cattlemen and waggoners 
are particularly in demand. 

-Derby, Nottingham, Leicester, and Rutland. — ^The supply of labour is 
still somewhat deficient, especially as regards horsemen and cattlemen. 

Lincoln and Norfolk. — ^The supply of labour is generally deficient, 
horsemen and cattlemen being frequently difficult to obtain. 

Suffolk, Cambridge, and Huntingdon. — ^The supply of labour through- 
out the division is variable ; whilst the general situation appears to be 
somewhat easier, there is still a great shortage in some districts. 

Bedford, Northampton, and Wa/rwick. — Labour is frequently in- 
sufficient. In many districts the shortage applies to all classes, but 
the need appears to be greatest in the case of horsemen and cattlemen. 

Buckingham, Oxford, and Berkshire . — ^The supply of labour in a few 
districts is about sufficient, but in most there is a general shortage. 

Worcester, Hereford, and Gloucester . — ^The supply of labour is generally 
short, especially of skilled hands, and the withdrawal of soldiers from the 
land may be felt. 

Cornwall, Devon, and Somerset. — ^The supply of labour is still short, 
particularly of horsemen and cattlemen, and with improvement in the 
weather the shortage will be more apparent. 

Dorset, Wiltshire, and Hampshire, — ^The supply of labour is deficient, 
especially skilled men, and the withdrawal of military labour is likely 
to be felt. 

Surrey, Kent, and Sussex, — ^The supply of labour is variable, being 
sufficient in some districts and short in others. Skilled hands, however, 
are still deficient. 

Essex, Hertford, and Middlesex. — The position varies in different 
districts. On the whole the supply of unskilled labour is perhaps 
sufficient, but there are local shortages of skilled men, and in a few 
districts a general shortage is reported. 

North Wales. — Labour, especially skilled labour, is still deficient, 
teamsmen being particularly scarce in some areas. An improvement 
in the supply is reported from one or two districts. 

Mid lEa/tfs.— ■I.nbour is on the whole scarce though a few districts 
have sufficient for their requirements. 

South Wales.— ThB supply of labour, especially temporary, is vwy 
shmrt, and the shortage is being seriously felt by the farmera in some 
districts, espedaily as many of the demobilised men are not rotuminff 
to the farms, 


Afrieultiiral 
Iftbenr in 
Ittflaud and Wales 
during April 
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TIm ViMtiHM' In iRNiRiMi tfurHiH April. 



Temperature. 

Rain&ll. 

Bright 

Sunshine. 

District. 

1 
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h 

t 




0 V 
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•gl 



••3 

0 

!5 1 
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s-5 

il 

g 

Q 



•F. 

•F. 

In. 

Mm.* 

Mm.* 


Hours. 

Hours. 

Wwh ending sih April ; 








-0*6 

England, N.£. 

39-9 

—3*3 

013 

3 

i *“ 4 

2 

+9 

England, £ 

38*6 

—5*4 

0-04 

I 

- 6 

I 

6’j 

+0*4 

Midland Counties ... 

39*0 

— S3 

007 

2 

— 7 

2 

4*7 

-0*4 

England, S.E. 

390 

-6*6 

0*05 

1 

— 7 

I 

6-7 

+ 1*1 

Engluid, N.W. ... 

39-3 

-4*6 

0'30 

8 

— 3 

3 

4*1 

— 1*1 

England, S.W. 

39*0 

— 6*3 

0*14 

4 

— 9 

2 

6*0 

-0*8 

Engl ish Channel . . . 

Week ending 12th April: 

41*9 

-5*7 

017 

4 

— 6 

3 

89 

+3*0 

England, N.E. 

471 

+3*6 

0-14 

4 

— 6 

3 

3*7 

—1*2 

England, E 

Midland Counties ... 

47*1 

+2*3 

0*30 

8 

— 2 

5 

3*1 

— 2*1 

476 

+2-8 

0*28 

7 

— 3 

5 

3*1 

— 1*6 

England, S.E. 

471 

4-1*2 

0*45 

12 

+ 3 

4 

3*0 

-2*3 

England, N.W. ... 

47*1 

+*•7 

0*39 

10 

— 2 

5 

3*9 

— 1*1 

England, S.W. 

47*0 

-f 10 

0*59 

15 

+ 2 

6 

4*1 

—1*4 

English Channel ... 

47*8 ; 

—01 

0*64 

16 

+ 6 

5 

4*0 

-3*J 

Week ending xgth April: 
England, N.E. 

469 

+2*1 

0*55 

14 

+ 6 

4 

3*4 

—17 

England, E 

47*4 

+ 1-6 

0*70 

18 

+ 11 

5 

4*3 

—1*3 

Midland Counties ... 

47*4 

-fi*6 

0*65 

17 

+ 9 

4 

3*9 

—1*1 

England, S.E. 

483 

+ 1*4 

0*88 

22 

+ 14 

4 

4*8 

— 1*0 

England, N.W. ... 

46*0 

+••1 

o*6o 

x6 

+ 6 

4 

3*1 

-2*4 

England, S.W. 

46*9 

+0-1 

0*86 

22 

+n 

3 

5*0 

—0*6 

English Channel ... 

48-9 

0*0 

0*63 

16 

+ 6 

3 

7*4 

+0*8 

Week ending 26th April: 









England, N.E. 

44*3 

—1*8 

0*19 

5 

— 6 

3 

5*0 


England, E 

43*3 

—4*1 

0*31 

8 

- 4 

3 

3*1 

—2*8 

Midland Counties ... 

44*4 

—3*0 

0*27 

7 

— 6 

3 

5*2 

— 0*2 

England, S.E. 

45*3 

—3*3 

0*21 

5 

— 9 

2 

4*3 

-1*7 

England, N.W. 

44*6 

-2*5 

0*34 

9 

— 5 

4 

65 

+ 1*3 

England, S.W. 

45*6 

'-3*5 

0*23 

6 

—13 

3 

7*6 

+1*7 

English Channel ... 

48*2 

—1*8 

0*07 

2 

— 12 

2 

90 

+3*3 


* X iocb = 35*4 millimetres. 


Atbragb Prices of British Wheat, Barley, and Oats at 
certain Markets during the Month of April, 1917, 
19x8, and 19x9. 

II .. I 


Wheat. 


Barley. 


Oats. 
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AnoAGE Prices of British Com per Qt^er of 8 ImperisI 
Bodids, computed from the Returns received under the Com 
Returns Act, 1882, in each Week in 19x7, 19x8 and 19x9. 



.Mom— Eetanw of pniidMei by weight or wekhed m«Mm ere eosmted te 
IbumiM BwheU et tin foUowiag ntee ; Wheat, w lb. t Barky, « ib.i Oa^ 
||>|b. ,|Mr Iwg w rM Bailwl. 
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PRICES OF AGRICULTURAL PRODUCE. 

Average Prices of Live Stock in England and Wales 
in April and March, 1919. 

{Compiled from Reports received from the Board's Market 

Reporters, ) 



Aprii.. 

March. 







First 

Second 

First 

Second 


Grade. 

Grade. 

Grade. 

Grade. 


per cwt 

per cwl. 

per cwt. 

per cwt. 

Fat Stock 

live weight. 

live weight. 

live weight. 

live weight. 

Cattle : — 

X. d. 

X. 

X. d. 

X. d. 

Polled Scots 

S3 3 

78 0 

81 8 

76 3 

Herefords 

83 6 

77 8 

81 4 

75 10 

Shorthorns 

82 II 

77 8 

80 9 

75 8 

Devons 

83 * 

77 9 

80 9 

75 7 

Welsh Runts 

83 6 

78 0 



Fat Cows 

77 10 

69 8 

75 9 

67 9 


First 

Second 

First 

Second 


Quality. 

Quality. 

Quality. 

Quality 


per lb.’*' 

per lb.* 

per lb.* 

per lb.* 


d. 

d 

d. 

d. 

Veal Calves 

Sheep : — 


9 l 

I2i 

lok 

Downs 

I 4 i 

Mi 

Mi 

Mi 

Longwools 


Mi 

Mi 

Mi 

Cheviots 

Mi 

Ml 

Mi 

Mi 

Blackfaced 

Mi 

Mi 

Mi 

Mi 

Welsh 

Mi 

Mi 

Mi 

Mi 

Cross-breds 

Mi 

Ml 

I 4 i 

Ml 


per score. 

per score. 

per score. 

per score. 


live weight. 

live weight. 

live weight, 

X. d. 

live weight. 

Pigs 

X. d 

X. d. 

X. d. 

Bacon Pigs 

21 0 

21 0 

21 0 

21 0 

Porkers 

21 0 

21 0 ! 

21 0 

21 0 

Lean Stock ; — 

per head. 

per head. 

per head. 

per head. 

Milking Cows ; — 

£ 

£ 

£ 

£ 

Shorthorns— In Milk 

49 0 

36 10 

50 0 

. 36 IS 

,, — Calvers 

44 9 

33 M 

i 44 I 

33 10 

Other Breeds — In Milk 

44 0 

29 16 

44 2 

32 0 

,, — Calvers 


— 


Calves for Rearing 

Store Cattle : — 

3 9 

2 10 

3 9 

2 12 

Shorthorns — Yearlings 

16 19 

'3 17 

16 9 

i 13 5 

,, — Two-year-olds... 

27 1 1 

22 14 

26 2 

21 16 

,, — Three-year-olds 

36 »4 

31 2 

35 0 

30 14 

Herefords — Two-year-olds... 

30 3 

27 4 

27 0 

22 0 

Devons — ,, 

*7 7 

22 16 

26 15 

i 22 12 

Welsh Runts — „ 

Store Sheep ; — 

Hoggs, Hoggets, Tegs, and 
Lambs — 

27 16 

22 13 

37 0 

22 2 

X. d. 

X. d. 

X. d. 

i 

Downs or Longwools 

82 9 

64 5 

72 8 

j 59 10 

Store P^s : — 





$ to 13 weeks old 

4 

41 6 

^6 10 

1 34 5 

13 to id „ „ 

93 4 

72 0 

83 7 

! 62 5 . 

t 


* Estimated carcass weight. 

Ncts. — T he prices per lb. for sheep do not include the value of the ^k^n8 or pelts, which 
during April made prices equivalent to an additional td. per lb. of the carcass weight 
for Downs* Longwools, Blackfaced* and Cross-breds, ijd. for Welsh, and ifd. for Cheviots, 
and during March* M. per lb. for Downs* Longwools and Oossbreds, tid, tor 
Cheviots and Blackfaced* and. lid. for Welsh. , ^ r i 

in addition to the price quoted above for sheep per lb., sellers were entitled, under the Live 
Stock (^les) Order* 1918, to charge an extra amount ranging from 4 ** to 13*^1 4d. per 
head daring April, and 31$, to tot, daring March, according to the weight of the sheep. 
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Average Prices of Provisions, Potatoes and Hay at 
certain Markets in England in April, 1919. 

{Compiled from Reports received from the Board’s MarkH 

Reporters.) 



Bristol. 

! 

Livbepool. 

London. 

Description. 

First 

Second 

First 

Second 

First 

Second 


Quality. 

Quality. 

Quality. 

Quality. 

Quality. 

Quality. 


X. d. 

X. d. 

X. d. 

X. d. 

X. d. 

X. d. 

Buttbe - 

per la lb 

per la lb. 

per talb. 

per lalb. 

per 12 lb. 

per 12 lb. 

British 

— 

— 

— 

— 

27 6 



per cwt. 

per cwt. 

per cwt. 

per cwt. 

per cwt. 

per cwt. 

Irish Creamery — Fresh 

— 

— 

— 

— 

— 

,, Factory 

— 

— 

— 

— 

— 

— 

Imported (Controlled) 

2$2 0 

— 

asa 0 

— 

252 0 


Cheese 

British 

Cheddar 

144 6 




144 « 


Cheshire 



120 lb. 

iss 0 


120 lb. 
155 0 

.... 

Canadian 

'44 6 



per cwt. 
144 6 

— 

per cwt. 

144 6 

— 

Bacon 







Irish (Green) 

194 6 

— 

194 6 

— 

194 6 


Canadian (Green sides) 

185 6 

— 

183 0 

— 

189 0 

— 

Hams 

York (Dried or 

Smoked) 







Irish (Dried or Smoked) 

— 

— 

— 

— 


... 

American (Green) 

(long out) 

179 0 

— 

176 • 

— 

180 9 

178 0 

Eggs 

per 120. 

per lao. 

per 120. 

per 120. 

per 120. 

per 120. 

British 

— 

— 


... 

34 2 

3 i 8 

Irish 

32 5 

— 

3a 2 

30 7 

33 0 

31 0 

Danish 


— 

33 4 

31 8 

34 0 

32 0 

Potatoes 

per ton. 

per ton. 

per ton. 

per ton. 

per ton/ 

per ton. 

Arran Chief 

190 0 

170 0 

— 

203 6 

198 0 


Edward VTl 

aai 6 

199 6 

208 6 

200 0 

207 0 

...» 

Up-to*Date 

aao 0 

190 0 

m 6 

— 

— 

Hay 







* Qom ... 

... 






Meadow 





. — . 
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Average Prices of Dead Meat at certain Markets in] 
England in April, 1919. 


(Compiled from Reports received from the Board’s Market 

Reporters.) 


Deicription. 

Quality. 

1 Birming- 
1 ham. 

Leeds. 

Liver- 

pool. 

London. 

Man- 

chester. 



per cwt. 

per cwt. 

per cwt. 

per cwt. 

per cwt. 

Bsxp 


r. 

d. 

s . 

d. 


d. 

j. 

d. 

j. d. 

Englifh 

1st 

116 

6 

116 

6 

— 


116 

6 

116 

6 


and 

116 

6 

116 

6 




116 

6 

116 

6 

Cow and Bull 

1st 

116 

6 

116 

6 

116 

6 

116 

6 

116 

6 


and 

116 

6 

116 

6 

98 

0 

102 

6 

98 

0 

Irish : Port Killed 

ist 

— 


— 


116 

6 

1x6 

6 

1x6 

6 


and 

— 





116 

6 

116 

6 

116 

6 

Argentine Frozen — 












Hind Quarters 

ist 

13a 

0 

^32 

0 

132 

0 

132 

0 

132 

0 

Fore „ 

ist 

101 

6 

101 

6 

101 

6 

101 

6 

101 

6 

American Frozen — 












Hind Quarters 

1st 

ia9 

6 

129 

6 

129 

6 

129 

6 

129 

6 

„ Fore „ 

zst 

99 

0 

99 

0 

S 9 

0 

99 

0 

99 

0 

Canadian Frozen — 












Hind Quarters 

1st 

ia9 

6 

129 

6 

139 

6 

129 

6 

129 

6 

Fore „ 

1st 

99 

0 

99 

0 

99 

0 

99 

0 

99 

0 

VaAL j— 












British 

1st 

98 

0 

98 

0 

98 

0 

98 

0 

98 

0 


and 

98 

0 

84 

0 

84 

0 

84 

0 

84 

0 

Foreign 

ist 











Mutton : — 












Scotch 

1st 

m 

6 

123 

6 

123 

6 

123 

6 

123 

6 


and 

laa 

6 

123 

6 

123 

6 

123 

6 

123 

6 

English 

1st 

123 

6 

laj 

6 



123 

6 

1*3 

6 


and 

laj 

6 

123 

6 

— 


123 

6 

123 

6 

Irish: Port Killed 

1st 





123 

6 



**3 

6 


and 

— 


— 


123 

6 



123 

6 

Argentine Frozen 

1st 

ia3 

6 

123 

6 

123 

6 

^23 

6 

123 

6 

New Zealand ,, 

ist 











Australian ,, 

1st 

i 


— 


— 


— 


— 


Lamb 


i 










British 

1st 



— 


... 


— 






and 




— 


.. 


— 


— 


New SSealand 

1st 

I 123 

6 

— 


1*3 

6 

123 

6 

123 

6 

Australian. 

1st 











Argentine., 

1st 

123 

6 

x *3 

6 

IS 3 

6 

«3 

6 

123 

6 

^POEKJ— 












British 

1st 

— 

1 

149 

6 

149 

6 

149 

6 

M 9 

6 


and 



mmm 








BiOBon 

1st 

— 


— 


— 


149 

6 

— 
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Diseases of Animaz^ 


Cmav, t9i;9. 


DISEASES OF ANIMALS ACTS 1894 to 1914 

NtiMBBK OF Outbreaks, and of Animals Attacked or Slaughtered- 
^ GREAT BRITAIN. 

{From the Returns of the Board of Agriculture and Fisheries.) 


Disease. 

1 April. 

Four Months 
ENDED April. 


I X919. 

19x8. 

X919. 

X918. 

Anthrax : — 

Outbreaks 

13 

27 

64 


Animals attacked 

17 

28 

87 

X28 

Foot-and-Moutk Disease 

Outbreaks 



19 


Animals attacked 

i — 

— 

IS3 

— 

Glanders (including Farcy) : — 
Outbreaks 

i 2 

4 

$ 

13 

Animals attacked 

' 12 

- 1 

28 

36 

Parasitic Mange 

Outbreaks 

i 485 

i7o 

2,603 

2,229 

Animals attacked 

845 

7U 

5.158 

4.303 

Rabies 

Number of cases 

; 28 1 


57 


it tt Dogs affected ... 

] 28 

— i 

55 

— 

,, ,, other animals 

1 1 



afTected 

— 1 

— 

2 

— 

Sheep-scab 

Outbreaks 

1 

1 15 

21 ^ 

207 

222 

Swine Fever : — 

Outbreaks 

i 

1 147 

128 

-A 

323 

Swine slaughtered as diseased { 

1 


or exposed to infection ... 1 

54 

38 ! 

149 

II4 


IRELAND. 

(From the Returns of the Department of Agriculture and Technical 
Instruction for Ireland.) 
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EDITORIAL NOTES. 

A QUESTION of considerable importance is dealt with by 
Dr. Russell in his article on The Agricultural Value of Organic- 
Manures (p. 228). Certain organic sub- 
• Organic Manures, stances have been used for manurial pur- 
poses for centuries, and in the last fifty 
years some of them have come to be regarded as of very great 
value, not only because of the manurial value of their chemical 
constituents, but because of their physical influence on the tex- 
ture of the soil, or their moisture-retention properties, or the 
fact that they favour the activity of micro-organisms which 
are beneficial to soil productivity. There is usually a ready, if 
not keen, market for this group of substances, for which farmers 
commonly have a much greater predilection than for “artifi- 
cials.” If organic maniu-es and artificial fertilisers are com- 
pared strictly on their manurial constituents, it will be found 
that, based on their market prices, the unit price of the nitrogen 
in the former is much higher than that in the latter as repre- 
sented by nitrate of soda and sulphate of ammonia, the two 
standard substances. For various reasons given in Dr. 
Russell’s conclusions, however, farmers are willing to pay 
more for the organic substances. From a consideration and 
con^iarison of Peruvian guano, rape cake, and shoddy. Dr. 
Russell concludes that the reasons do not help to suggest a fair 
price,- for “ additional value cannot be assessed on the ordinary 
unit system.” 

X 
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The subject of organic manures is also dealt with in the 
I’oard's Leaflet No. 175 (TAe Use of Waste Organic Substances 
as Manures'), < 


A FEW months ago (September, 1918, p. 621) reference was 
made in these notes to the institution of village clubs, and an 
abstract from the Report of the Agri- 
Yillaes Lift. cultural Policy Sub-Committee touching 
village reconstruction was given in this 
Journal, July, 1918, p. 400. In the present issue is printed 
(p. 247) a resume of a paper by Sir Douglas Newton on the 
Organisation of the Village. Everyone familiar with rural 
conditions in this country admits the need for improving the 
amenities of village life. The difficulties, however, both 
financial and administrative, are considerable. The financial 
difficulties are obvious and need not be expanded. The 
administrative difficulties are, however, even more potent, as 
the improvement of the conditions of village life involves ques- 
tions of housing, allotments, clubs, recreation, education, and 
rural industries, each of which, under present arrangements, is 
dealt with by a separate authority. Any welPconsidered 
scheme for overcoming these difficulties ^must accordingly be 
welcomed, and Sir Douglas Newton^s suggestions are, there- 
fore, recommended to the attention of all who are giving 
thought to these problems at the present time. 


Ax this season of the year most wild plants are in full growth, 
and may be readily identified. Among them are a consider- 
able number which must be regarded as 
Poiionous Plants, more or less poisonous in character, some 
of them, indeed, being highly toxic and a 
source of heavy loss to live stock. Whenever an animal is 
unaccountably taken ill, not only should a veterinary surgeon 
be called in with a view to diagnosing a disease which ma)r 
appear with great suddenness, but a botanical examination 
should be made of the hay or green herbage on which the 
animal is fed. Such plants as Yew, Meadow Saffron, Dog^s 
Mercury, Hemlock, Water Dropwort, Cowbane, Laburnum, or 
Celery-leaved Buttercup may quite possibly be found to be the 
cause of the trouble. In th’s connection co-operation between 
the veterinary surgeon and the trained botanist is often very 
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important, and may prove to be the only means of coming to a 
conclusion as to the action necessary. Farmers should pay 
special attention to the possibility of the presence of poisonous 
plants in their helds. 


In view of the immense damage done by rats, great interest 
lb now being taken by the general public in the subject of their 
destruction. It is important, therefore,. 

DeBtmetion of Eati. that farmers should clearly recognise 
their responsibilities, and do their 
utmost to combat this pest : unless they do so they 
will certainly be blamed by the public for permit- 
ling preventable waste of the country’s food supplies. 
The fact that farmers are being guaranteed a price for 
their corn might reasonably be held to involve an assurance 
on the part of the farmer that loss of grain shall not occur 
owing to any cause over which he can be regarded as having 
control. Negligence by a few farmers may not only result in 
much loss on the:r own farms, but be the cause of severe infesta- 
tion on the farms of more careful men. In one of the eastern 
counties recently the writer saw wheat thrashing in progress. 
A stack already tjirashed had yielded nearly seventy rats 
killed, and one in process of being thrashed clearly contained 
many rats and literally swarmed with mice. The yield of best 
grain was poor, and was mixed with the excrement of rats ; the 
seconds consisted largely of bitten grain and excrement of rats 
and mice; and the waste was plentiful, finely-bitten grain 
mixed with the excrement of mice. The loss was probably 
quite half the grain. Similar losses are occurring in many 
districts. It should be needless to say that this loss ought not 
to occur. Farmers are invited to combine forces, and take 
every step that will tend to the destruction of vermin which ^ 
have caused, and are still causing, immense loss both to 
farmers themselves and to the whole nation. Their efforts 
should receive support from the Local Authority, and where 
such support is lacking farmers should take steps to ensure 
that it is forthcoming. 


R 2 
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THE AGRICULTURAL VALUE OF 
ORGANIC MANURES. 

E. J. Russell, D.Sc., F.RS., 

Rothamsted Experimental Station. 

Organic manures have long been used with advantage by 
farmers. Hair is included in Platt’s list in 1653 : woollen rags, 
the prototype of our present-day shoddy, are mentioned not 
much later. Rape dust was commonly used in Hertfordshire 
in Ellis' time, and its effects are fully described in his " Modern 
Husbandman” published in 1744 ; it had been used iii York- 
shire long before the Board of Agriculture Surve5re of 1795- 
1805. Other organic manures have more recently come into 
use, being as a rule taken up by farmers as soon as they were 
available. 

There has never been any difficulty in persuading farmers to 
purchase these substances as fertilisers, and despite the fact 
that they have never been pushed by propagandist committees 
or controlling S3mdicates they have always sold better than the 
artificial fertilisers. Just before the outbreak of war the unit 
prices were ; — 



Percentage Composition. 

Price 
per Ton, 

Unit Value. 









N. 

1 Phosphate. 

K.O. 

Cash. 



N. 

Phosphate. 

KaO. 





i s. d. 

s. d. 

5. d. 

s. d. 

Pnnivian Guano 


6 

1 3 « 

2 

io 3 0 

24 0 

» 9 

4 6 

Fish 


0 


— 

926 

X9 0 

z 9 


Meat 


6-5 

! 17 

— 

7 10 0 

x8 0 

z 9 


Rape Cake ^ 

Dried Blood ' . . 


47 ! 

12 

1: 4 


600 
12 0 0 

23 0 
20 0 

X 6 

„ 

Horn 


12 

— 

>— 

12 0 

2 } r, 



Shoddy 


12 

1 ^ 

— 

600 

10 0 

— 

— 



5 


— 

2 0 0 

8 0 



Nitrate of Soda . . 


13 



: XX XO 0 

IS 4 

* 


Sulphate of Ammonia . 


20 


— 

12 XO 0 

X 2 6 



1 Superphosphate 


1 

i i 

12 15 0 

”” 1 

X XU 



» These prices were solely the result of economic conditions, 
particularly of supply and demand ; they had no relation to 
actual values to the farmer. During the War the prices of 
the units of nitrogen were well above those ruling in the case of’ 
sulphate of ammonia. It might, of course, be contended that 
the material must necessarily be worth these prices or the farmer 
would not pay them, but such argument is unsound. The actual 
value to the farmer can only be determined by definite field 
trials, and unfortunately no great number have been made. 

MM CAKE. — Rape cake is the oldest of the common organic 
manures. Ellis' description in 1744 is as follows : — 

Oil-Cake Powder. One thousand of these Cakes makes ten 
Quarters of Meal, which will manure four Acres of Land well. 
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for twenty Shillings an Acre ; for this Number of Cakes costs 
four Pounds at the Oil-mills near Cambridge City ; and so great 
a Stress is laid on this Dressing that at Sanden in Essex, upon 
the Borders of that County, lives a Farmer, who erected a Mill 
on Purpose to grind these Cakes, whose Powder he used instead 
of Lime, for Wheat, Turneps, Barley, and other Vegetables, 
and will be serviceable in a great Degree to the next Year’s 
Crop of Lent-grain, either plowed in with Wheat-seed, or sown 
on the Top of that, or Barley, Pease, Clover, Rapes, 6 -c. It is 
a very fertile Manure for rather more than two Years. Some 
allow that this Meal or Powder will not wash away so soon as 
powdered lime. Malt-dust, and such like.” 

Arthiur Young states that 6 J to 7 qr. of the dust went to 
the ton : the dressing would, therefore, be equivalent to 
7I cwt. per acre. 

Rape cake entered prominently into Lawes’ and Gilbert's 
early experiments and into the Woburn experiments, and a 
certain number of trials with it have since been made elsewhere. 

Modern rape cake usually contains 5 per cent, nitrogen, 
2 per cent, phosphoric acid {i.e., about 4 per cent, of phosphate), 
and I per cent, of potash : thus it contains one quarter the 
nitrogen of sulphate of ammonia and ten times the nitrogen of 
farmyard manure ; in other words, 10 cwt. per acre would be 
approximately equivalent to a dressing of 5 tons of dung, 
and 4 cwt. per acre would be equivalent to i cwt. of sulphate 
of ammonia. In practice a usual dressing is 5 cwt. per acre. 

The Rothamsted experiments with rape cake go back to the 
year 1845. It is given to three of the crops grown continuously 
on the same land ; barley, wheat and mangolds ; a more 
recent experiment is also made in the Little Hoos field, where 
a rotation of crops is grown. 

Experiments with Cereals.— The results obtained with barley 
are set out in Table I. (sec next page). 

The rape cake has been applied at the rate of 1,000 lb. per 
acre per annum since 1858, though for the first six years it was 
given at double this rate. The percentage of nitrogen being 
just under 5, the amount of n trogen actually added in the rape 
cake has not been quite the same as that in the sulphate of 
ammonia or the nitrate of soda, being 49 lb. per acre as against 
43 lb. 

On an average this 49 lb. of nitrogen from rape cake has not 
proved as effective as the 43 lb. of nitrogen from nitrate of 
soda or sulphate of ammon a when potash and phosphate are 
al^ applied, though it has been cons dcrably more effective 
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when these are not given. Indeed the rape cake a’one has 
proved nearly as effective as the complete dressings of artificials. 

The experiment teaches a very important lesson. It would 
he easy for a farmer acting without proper advice to use an 


Table I. — Yield of Barley on Hoos Field, Nitrogen obtained 
from various Sources: Average 6o years, 1852-1911. 



Grain 

Bush, per Acre. 

Straw. Cwt i>er Acta. 


Potash 

and 

l^hospli.ite 

supplied. 

No No 

Phosphate Phosph.itt 
supplied. 01 Potash 

Potash 

.ind 

Phosphate 

supphed. 

Pbospha{e 

supplied. 

No 

Phosphate 
or Potash 

49 lb. Nitrogen from Rape* 

Cake , 

41 lb. Nitrogen fmm 

10-5 

30-0 38*3 

24*5 

22-3 

2?*1 

17*8 


Nitrate of Soda 

43 lb. Nitrogen from but- . 

4J-7 

VJ-o 29-3 

27-3 

^9*3 


pbate of Ammonia . . 

41*5 

28-0 25‘5 

2yo 

V, 

No Nitrogen . . . 1 

197 

1 15 *^ 127 


Farmyard Manure 


— 47*1 



29*6 


unsuitable mixture of artificials and so go astray ; with rape 
cake, however, he can hardly go wrong, and if he puts on too 
much no great harm will be done. He stands to gain about 
ro per cent, more crop if he uses the proper mixture of artificials 
in the proper manner ; on the other hand, he may easily lose 
considerably if he apphes the wrong mixture. Thus, a man 
farming the Rothamsted land who used sulphate of ammonia 
and potash without phosphates would only obtain 28 bush, 
per acre, whereas with rape cake alone he would obtain at 
least 10 i>ush. more. This consideration applies equally to 
horticulture as to agriculture : the man with little knowledge 
of artificial manures is safer with rape cake alone than with 
artificials. 


Table II . — Fffcct of omitting Rape Cake for Two Years 
from Barky Plots. First Year, 1917. 




1 Gram 

1 

Bush, per Acre. 

Straw. Cwt. per Acre. I 



Senes. 

1 

1 I’otash 
! and 

No 

Phosphate 

No 

Pho pbate 

Potash 

and 

No 

Phosphate 

No 

Phosphate 



Phosphate 
supplied. 
Plot 4 . 

supplied. 

Plot 3 . 

or Potash. 

Plot X. 

P.icsphate 
supplied. 
Plot 4 . 

supplied. 

Plot 3 . 

or Potash. 

Plot I. 

Rape Cak.' omitted 

C 

6-8 

7*0 

107 

5-4 

5-8 

6*8 

Nitrogen from 



Nitrate of Soda 

AA 

22*4 

14-2 

14-6 

tyz 

1 

12*4 

Nitrogen from 

Sulpbiite c f Am* 


monia . . 


17-2 

U-7 ! 

117 

Tl 

07 

8*9 

5*3 

19*3 

NoNi.rogeu .. , 

1 

12-1 

7-8 

7*9 

^8 

Vtaanyttrd Mam ix; 

1 



3,7 






Bnshels per acre. 
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Second Year, 1918. 




Grain. 

Bush, per Acre. 

Straw. Cwt. per Acre. 


Series. 

Potash 

N.. 

No 

Potash 

No 

No 

— 

and 

Phosphate 

Phosphate 

and 

Phosphate 

Phosphate 



Phosphate 

suppUed. 

or Potash. 

Phosphate 

suppUed. 

or Potash. 



supplied. 
Plot 4 . 

Plot 3 

Plot X. 

sullied. 

Plot 3 . 

Plot X. 

Rape Cake omitted 
NitroRen from Ni- 

C 

17*3 

i 6*6 

i8«7 

8*9 

9-2 

9*3 

trate of Soda . . 
Nitrogen from 

AA 

43M 

21*1 

1 

267 

i6-j 

13-J 

147 

Sulphate of Am- 
monia . . 

A 

34-9 

23*4 

25*1 

J5*7 

11*2 

II-5 

No Nitro^n 
Fannyara Manure 

0 

7*2 

24* » 

z6*9 

x«*3 

58*8 

i^-5 

; 7*9 

7.9 

287 


Yield 0/ Barley in successive Ten~Year Periods, 
1852-xgii. 



1852-61. 1862-71. 1872-81. 1882-91. I892-I9OZ. 1 902-1 1 • 

Plot i-o — ^Unmanured plot* Plot 7-2 — ^Farmyard manure. 

Plot 7-1— Farmyard manure, 1852-71 ; unmanured, 1872-1911* 
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In 1917, and again in 1918, rape cake was unobtainable 
and was, therefore, omitted. Artificials were applied to the 
other plots as usual. The results obtained are given in 
Table II. 

Although rape cake had been applied for 65 years and a 
total amount during that time of 32 tons had been added, 
there is no sign whatsoever of the slightest residual effect. The 
rape cake seems to have completely vanished, and the yield 
falls down to the level of the plots that have received no 
manure since 1852. 

The great difference between rape cake and farmyard 
manure in lasting power is well shown in another experiment 
in which farmyard manure was applied every year from 1852 
onwards, but on one section of the plot it was discontinued 
from 1872 onwards. For the first 13 years the crop rose; 
then it remained steady, and where the farmyard manure was 
applied each year it has kept up to the present day. From 
1872 the part of the plot to which no further manure was 
given began to fall off in yield, but the fall took so long that 
even to-day, 46 years after the last dressing of dung was 
applied, the 3deld is still above that of the unmanured plot. 
These relationships are shown in Fig. i.' 

It thus appears that rape cake does not last in the'soil in the 
same way as farmyard manure. Whatever effect it is going 
to produce on barley is seen in the year of application, and 
not afterwards. 

These conclusions are confirmed by the experiments with 
wheat on the Broadbalk field. Rape cake is applied in nearly 
double the quantity used on Hoos field : enough is given to 
supply 86 lb. of nitrogen per acre, and it has been applied since 
1878. Adjoining is a plot receiving the same amount of nitrogen 


Table III . — Yield of Wheat on Broadbalk Field: Nitrogen 
obtained from.various Sources. 



4»V 

11-4 
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in the fonn of sulphate of ammonia, along with superphosphate, 
potassium salts, etc. The results are given in Table IIL 

Thus again the nitrogen from rape cake is less elective than 
that from sulphate of ammonia and nitrate of soda (potash 
and phosphates being also supplied), and again it sho'ws little 
or no permanent effect : the omission for a single year brings 
down the 3deld nearly to the level of the plot receiving no 
nitrogen. The total amount of rape cake applied to this plot 
during the coxirse of the experiment exceeds 30 tons per acre, 
and it seems to have disappeared without leaving much trace. 

When, however, we turn to the soil, evidence is found that 
the disappearance is not as complete as the crop results seem 
to indicate. There is an accumulation of nitrogen as shown 
in Table IV. 


Table IV. — Effect of Rape Cake on Nitrogen Content of Soils. 
Broadbalk Field [Wheat). 




Found in 1893. 

Found in X9Z4. 

Broadbalk Firkl 

Plot. 

Per Cent. In 
Surface Subsoil. 
Soil 

Total 
lb pel 
Acre. 

Per Cent. In 
Suiiam . Subsoil. 
Soil. 1 

Total 
lb. per 
Acm. 

i 

1 __ 


9-18^ 

0-9'' 

0-9" 

9-18*' 

0-9" 

Rape Cake supplied , . 


•135 

•079 

3.480 

•I2X 

•055 

3,390 

Nitrogen as Sulphate of Am- 


•133 

•079 

3,190 

•106 

•o ()3 

3,850 

monia 

t 17 

•I17 

•078 

3,040 

•108 

•074 

3,010 

Nitrogen as Nitrate of Soda 

i 36 

•118 

•078 

3,050 

•103 

•055 

2,730 

Farmyard Manure . . 

1 2 

1 

•221 

•077 

1 5,151 


- 



Hoos Field [Barley). 




Found in x868. 

Found In 1882. 

Found in 1914. 

Hoos Field. 

riot. 

Per Cent, m 

Total 

Per Cent, in 

Total 

Per Cent, in 

Total 



Surface 

Sub- lb. per 

Surf cei 

Sub- 

lb. per 

Surface 

Sub- 

lb. per 



Soil. 

soil. 

Acre. 

Soil. 1 

•soil. 

Acre. 

Soil 

«:oll 

Acre. 



0-9' 

9-18' 

0 - 9 * 

0-9*' 

9-x8' 

0-9^ 

0 - 9 *' 

9 18" 

0-9" 

Rape Cake supplied . . 
Nitrogen as Sul hate of 

C 4 

•137 

•074 

3,326 

•131 

'073 

3,i'84 

•12O 

061 

2,840 

Ammonia 

Nitrogen as Nitrate of 
So^i . . . « 

AA 4 ' 

•I 3 I 

•076 

3,070 

•106 

•068 

- .f »7 - 

•10 j 

•o6.- 

2,600 

A 4 

‘ 1 X 3 

•080 

3,840 

•no 

•077 

, 2,770 , 

— 

— 

— 

No Nitro!?en . . 
Farmyard Manure 

O 4 

•120 

•075 

3,040 

•112 , 

•084 

i 2,«40 

•107 

•o6« 

2,750 

^,580 

1 7-2 




I -SI, j 

*084 j 4,440 

•26? 

*085 


The accumulation is in both cases about 300-400 lb. per acre 
of nitrogen in excess of that on the adjoining plots receiving 
the same amount of nitrogen in the forms of nitrate of soda or 
sulphate of ammonia ; it is nothing like as great as in the case 
<rf farmyard manure, but it is distinctly marked ; yet it proved 
of no value to the wheat crop. 
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MmgvMtir— These behave very differently from cereals, and 
«how greater increases from rape cake than from corresponding 
amounts of artificial manures used alone. The results are 
shown in Table V. 


Table V . — Effect of Rape Cake on Yield of Mangolds. 
Tons per Acre. 





39 Years. 1876-1914. 

1917- 

19x8. 


NitiO’ 







Source of 

ficu 


Potash 

No 

1 Potash No 

Potash 

No 

Nitrogen. 

p«.r 


and 

Potasli 

and Potash 

and 

Potash 


Acre. 


l‘hosphate^ 

sutiphed. 

■ Phosphates supplied. 

Phosii<l«ate4 

supplied. 




‘.nppi ctl. 


supplied. 

supi lied 



U) 


Plot 

Jktt s. 

Plot 4f. Plot 5- 

PI t 4. 

Plot 5. 

Raie Cake till 





1 



if)i6 . . 

98 

c 

22 *1 

10*8 

19-1 ; 9*9 

16-9 

X2-5 

Sulphate of Am- 








monia 

86 

1 A 

14*8 

70 

J9*2 1 6*8 j 

22*4 

12 *5 

Nitrate of Soda 

«6 

N 

17-7 

15*0 

17*9 J5-0 

28-6 , 

25*2 

No Nitrogen 


1 0 

1 

5*0 

^ , 5*0 

3-9 I 3*3 j 

4*6 i 

57 


A strict comparison of the values of rape cake and of sulphate 
of ammonia or nitrate of soda is impossible, because the rape 
cake is applied at the rate of 98 lb. of nitrogen per acre, while 
the others supply only 86 lb. The extra 12 lb. of nitrogen, 
however, can hardly by itself account for the greatly increased 
production as compared with sulphate of ammonia or even 
with that given by nitrate of soda. 

[t does not follow, however, that the result is due to any 
<iilierence in value of the nitrogen. The yield^ from the 
aitificial manures arc very low in spite of the large amounts 
of plant food supp icd. A farmer who gave his mangolds 12 
or 13 cwt. per acre of good artificials, the quantity supplied in 
these experiments, would be greatly disappointed with a yield 
of only 15 or 17 tons per acre. It is obvious that neither the 
sulphate of ammonia nor the nitrate of soda is exerting its 
proper effect : some factor is interfering. 

Inspection of the plots when the plant is yovmg shows that 
there is a considerable loss of tilth where the artificials alone 
are used. The young plants have great difficulty in establish- 
ing themselves ; they come up satisfactorily, but unless the 
weather is just sufficiently showery they make very httle pro- 
gress. Many of them die, gaps being frequent. Later on they 
move more quickly, but with the most careful transplant ng it 
is often impossible to cover the plots completely. On the other 
hand, where rape cake is used there is ’.ess spoiling of the tilth 
and fewer losses and gaps. The numbers of plants at the end 
of the season are given in Table VI. 
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On the plots of the O series receiving neither sulphate of 
ammonia, nor nitrate of soda the numbers for 14 years 
averaged 17 to , 17J thousand ; the addition of rape cake 
somewhat improved matters and brought the number up to 18 


Table VI . — Barnfieli Mangolds. 
Number of Plants per Acre. 




Average for 14 
Years 1 901-1 914. 

1917.* 

19x8.* 

S urc' of Nitrogen. 

Series. 

Potash 

No 

Potash 

No 

Potash 

No 


and 

Potash 

and 

Potash 

and 

Potash 



Phosphates 

supplied. 

Phosph.it 's 

supplied. 

Phosphites 

supplied. 



supplied. 

sui plied. 

Plot 5. 

supplied. 
Plot 4. 

Plot 5. 



Plot 4. 

Plot 5. 

Plot 4. 

Rape Cake till 1916: 









no Rape Cake 








since . . 

1 C : 

iH,oi 3 

18,323 

11,667 

30,542 

18,010 

37,700 

1 

Sulphate of Am- 


monia 

A 

16,542 

14.894 

11,393 

8,008 

37,492 

39,002 

Nitrate of Soda . . 

N 1 

16,646 

15.726 

10,601 

10,887 

39,677 

1 38,598 

No Nitroge 1 


17,5+8 

16,942 

»«,954 

10,464 

16,152 

j 35,659 


* No Rape Cake suppbed in these >ear&. 


thousand ; sulphate of ammonia and nitrate of soda on the 
other hand caused a marked depression, reducing the numbers 
to 15 to 16^ thousand. It is not only a good effect of 
rape cake but a bad effect of sulphate of ammonia or nitrate 
of soda that is concerned. 

On these plots also there is an important residual effect, as is 
shown in Table V. At first sight this seems inconsistent with 
the cereal results where no such effect appeared ; there are, 
however, three important differences in conditions. 

In the first place, the amount of rape cake applied is 2,000 lb, 
per acre. This large dressing is double that given to the barley 
plot : it has been applied every year beginning in 1861 w th 
only one break, and, in addition, for an earlier period of the six 
seasons 1845 to 1850. Thus the total amount added has been 
55 tons per acre ; it would hardly be surprising, therefore, if 
there were a residual effect. The second difference lies in the 
amount of cultivation. The mangold field is cultivated right 
to the end of June and sometimes well into July, the wheat 
field only for a short period in October, and the barley field 
not later than March. It is possible, though reasons could 
be adduced against this view, that the extra cultivation of the 
mangold field induces more decomposition of the nitrogen 
compounds than goes on in the less cultivated wheat field 
with its mass of growing roots. The third difference is that 
the mangold leaves are ploughed in each year, whereas only 
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the stubble of the cereal crops is ploughed in. Where rape 
cake had been supplied the average weight of mangold leaves 
exceeded 3 tons per acre on the various jdots ; where there 
was no nitrogen the weight was only i ton per acre. 

This third reason may well be the most important. On 
two previous occasions in the earlier years of the experiment 
the dressings of rape cake had been intermitted. In the 
years 1874 and 1875 no rape cake was given, although it had 
been applied regularly since 1861. The 1874 season was a bad 
one for mangolds ; in no case was more than 14^ tons per acre 
obtained ; the plot that had previously received rape cake but 
now received nothing showed itself fully as good as the plots 
receiving manure. The 1875 season was better and the crops 
were higher ; those on the plot that had previously received 
rape cake exceeded the others. It is probable that the ploughed- 
in leaves helped to bring this about because the plots which had 
formerly received sulphate of ammonia and nitrate of soda 
both showed apparent residual effects, and yet we know 
from the Broadbalk results that such residual effects are not 
normally obtained. The results are given in Table VII. 


Table VII . — Residual Effect of Rape Cake on flic Growth of 
Mangolds. Tons per Acre. 



Rape Cake. 

Nitrate ( 

*f Soda 

! Sulphate of 

1 Ammonia. 

1 

j No Nitrogen. 


Potash 


Potash 

1 

Pota h 


Potash 



and 

No 

and 

No 

1 and 

j No i 

and 

1 No 


Plos- 

Potash 

1 Phos- 

Potash 

PhoB-. 

F tash 

Phos- 

Potash i 


pbates 

1 

1 

i phates 

supphed. 

phates supplied. 

phates 

supplied. 


supplied.] 


{supplied. 


supplied. 

1 ^ 

supplied. 


Wt. of Rtots when 
Nitrogen was given 
(average of 3 ears 
^ x87x~3) •• 



1 1 

1 

j 

1 

1 1 

' 1 


x 8-6 ! 

16*3 

19*8 ' 

19*6 ' 

15*2 ! 

13*5 1 

6-5 

5*9 

Wt of Leaves 

Wt of Roots when 

37 ' 

4*3 

5-> 

5*2 1 

3*4 

! 1 

*•5 

x*5 

Nitrogen i 1874 

8 -x 1 

5-8 

8-8 1 

7’5 1 

7-5 1 


6*5 

5*9 

was withheld } 1875 

xo*x 

xx*x 

,•4 1 

9*9 1 

?-8 ! 

7-8 1 

54 

5*3 


From 1853 to 1855 the rape cake was left out after having 
been given to the turnip crop for four years ; barley was 
then grown. The results show a distinct residual effect. 

■•tatloR ixpsrimmts. — In all these experiments the con- 
ditions are somewhat abnormal ; no farmer would ever use 
2,000 lb. of rape cake — ^nearly x ton — each year on an 
•acre of ground, nor would he grow the same crop on 
the same land year after year. An experiment on 
lines more like those of the ordinary farm is made in 
little Hoos Field, where a rotation of crops *is takto. 
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The quantities are still rather large, but not excessive — 
?,036 lb. per acre containing 50 lb. nitrogen. Five plots are 
used ; four receive rape cake in turn once every foiu: years, 
the fifth receives none. Thus in any one year there is a plot 
which has received its dressing in that year, another plot which 
had a dressing a year ago, a third two years ago, and a fourth 
three years ago. The yields are given in Tables VIII. and IX. 


Table VIII. — Effect of Rape Cake, Guano, and Shoddy on 
Yield of Crops in Little Hoos Field, Rothamsted. 

Total Produce, Grain and Straw, or Roots and Leaves, per Acre. 


Series 


t 


Man- 

Spring 

Wheat, 

1 

1 

f 

Man- 

• 1 

and 

Manuring. 

Svtredes, 

Barley, 

golds, 

1906. 

1 Swedes, 

Barley, Wheat, 

golds, 

Wheat,’ 

Plots. 


1904. 

1905 

1907. 

1 1908. 

1909. 

X910. 

X9XX. 

19x2. j 



Tons. 

j Lb. 

Tons. 

Lb. 

! Tons. 

Lb. 

Lb. 

Tons. 

Bush. 

A X 

Unmanurcd . . 

iu*3 

' ^,323 

I7X 

3,650 

11-0 

3,792 

2,270- 

XI -6 

19*4 

2 

Dung, Ordinary 
(1904, ’8 & ’12) 
Dung, Ordinary 

IZl 




; 191 

5,128 

1 


84-8 

3 

4,649 

i8-a 

4.673 

; 2,572 

X 3‘9 

4 

^ <*905 & ’ 9 )- 
Dung, Ordinary 

8«8 

8,601 

17-5 

5,393 

, * 4*5 

1 

5,544 

2,681 

I 4 -I 

26*9 


(1906 & ’10). 

8-8 

2.260 

188 

5,471 

: 15* 

4,057 

' 8,406 

X 2-5 

29-2 

5 

Dung, Ordinary 
(1907 & ’XI). 

9*8 

j 2,402 

J 4 *J 

6,903 

* 7*3 

4.5 I 

I 2,358 

16-8 

26*8 

B I 

Dung, Cake-fed 
(1904, *8 & ’12) 
Unmanured . . 

1 

16-7 

4,17; 

19-4 

4,319 

i 

: 28-4 

5,362 

3,386 

14-1 

85-6 

2 

10*0 

2,417 

i6-2 

4-025 

14*3 

3,862 

2,261 

12 'O 

21-8 

3 

Dung, Cake-fed 





4 


9-5 

6,580 

j 8-5 

5,497 

* 4 *- 

0,641 

2,92X 

14-2 

29*4 


<1906 & *xo). 

xx*4 

2,772 

866 

6,489 

i6() 

4 , 1 00 

8,608 

14-4 

26-5 

5 

Dung, Cake -fed 




9,407 




171 



(1907 & ’ll). 

9*4 

2,6 19 

iri 

19*0 

^ 4.298 

2, 69 

' 31-4 

C 1 

Shod-ly 

(1904. '8 & *12) 
Shoddy 





18-7 

i6-3 




88-4 

36-1 

2 

14-7 

ii'i 

3,656 

4,803 

21-0 

23-6 

4,667 

4 , 55 -> 

liSal 

2,295 

2.387 

11*4 

II-6 

3 

(1905 & ’9) 


2,588 








3 

Unmanured .. 
Shoddy 
(1906 & ’xo). 
Shoddy 

10*0 

1 

1 4,331 

15*1 

3,850 

2,561 

xi -7 

34-3 

4 

5 

io «7 

2,512 

' 24-8 

1 6,231 

I >-i 

4,466 

8,461 

14 - ) 

30*4 


(1907 & ’XI). 

JO -3 

2,615 

16-9 

7,486 

22-2 

5,448 

2.560 ; 

14-7 

29-3 

D X 

Guano 





80-8 




88-8 


(1904, ’8 & ’X 2 ) 

14-8 

2.SilP 

20-1 

4,056 

3,6)8 

1,742 

10-5 

3 

Guano 











(1905 & ’9). 

IX -o 

6,176 

19.7 

4,165 

35 3 

6.884 

2,114 

ii-i 

24-1 

3 

Guano 





h - 


8.898 



1 

(1906 & ’10). 

10-9 

2,857 

85-6 

4,846 

* 5*9 

4,053 

ii-i 

22-5 

4 

Unmanured . . 

lO-J 

2,985 

i 8'7 

4,6x8 

* 7*4 

4.5x0 

2,739 

II-8 

36*9 

5 

Guano 







(1907 & ’ll). 

10-3 

2,680 

17-4 

7,376 

* 5*7 

4014 

2,374 

148 

26-3 

E X 

Rape Cake 









877 

3 

(1904, ’8 & ’12) 
Rape Cake 

141 

2,674 

17-8 1 

3.887 

18 7 

3.750 

2,180 

10-7 


(1903 & ’9). 

lX-2 

4,186 

17-9 1 

4,326 

* 5 ** 

5,808 

2,242 

11-7 

22*3 

3 

Rape Cake 







8,488 




(1906 & *10). 

9 'J 

2,645 

28-7 

4.584 

* 4-5 

3,866 

xi-5 

2 .*2 

4 

Rape Cake 



6,618 




14-6 



(1907 &*ix). 

* *5 

2,734 

19-4 

15-2 

4,661 

2,516 

25-1 

. 5 

Unmanured .. 

10-8 

2,769 

19*5 

4,527 

* 4-7 

4 ,* 55 

2,784 

12-7 

21 X 

F i 

Itomanured . . 

II -7 

:,J 32 

22*9 1 

4,749 

i4'i 

4,814 

3,166 

! 8-7 

31*6 

3 

8 

'4 

' Superphosphate 
(1904, ’8 it ’X 3 ) 
Superphosphate 
(1905 St ’9). 
i Superphosphate 
(1906 

18-8 

XO -3 

3,025 

8,048 

23 *^ ’ 
23-5 

1 5,' 64 
4,956 

16-8 

14*6 

4,726 

4,978 

3,223 

2,922 

1 10-9 

' ir -7 

88-4 

31.9 


9'7 

3,913 

84-1 

5 , 4*9 

i6-o 

5,280 

2,688 

X3-S 

34*9 

5 

oiiperpiioepiiace 

1 (1907 St ^xx). 

9-7 

4 , 22 X 

23-6 

1 case 

16-4 

5,64 X 

3.190 

! 14-8 

35*4 


{Continued cverleaf,) 
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CiVN?.. 


G t 

Bona Meal 

Tons. 

Lb, 

Tons. 

Lb. 

Tons. 

Lb. 

Lb. 

Tons 

2 

(1903 & ’9)- 



23*1 

3.203 

16*7 

4.445 

3,343 

9*9 


I0*X 

8688 

23*1 

3.821 

14*3 

4,622 

3,657 

9*9 

3 

Unmanured 

io*z 

3»495 

20*6 

5.49Z 

13 *7 

4,347 

3,70* 

9*2 

4 

Bone Meal 
(x9q6 & *10), 

9.9 

3 » 45 J 

226 

6,043 

14-2 

4,711 

8,268 

xo *5 

5 

Bone Meal 
(X907 & ‘11). 

9*2 

3.525 

23*1 

6,276 

19*9 

5,285 

3.512 

12*6 

U X 

Basic Slag 
> (1904, ’8 & ’X 3 ) 

, Basic Slag 

11-8 

4.400 

1 

20*5 

6,285 i 

18*8 

4,182 

* 3,564 ' 

' 1 

**'5 


! (X905 k '9). 

10 4 

4,002 

21*3 1 

5.930 j 

13*6 

4,580 

3,596 1 

12*0 

3 i 

1 Basic Slag ! 

' (1906 & *10); ' 

Basic Slag 1 

(X907 &'ii). 1 
Unmanured . . ; 

9*4 

3,663 

21*4 1 

5.860 ' 

13*6 

4.43* 

& 94 S 1 

**•5 


91 

3.624 j 

17*0 j 

6,816 1 

X4*4 , 

3,860 

3,804 j 

12*0 

4 j 

8-6 i 

3.293 1 

. 7-4 ! 

5,933 1 

11*4 

4,5** 

4,005 i 

10*5 


* Drc*-s<*d Gram onh'. 

Thr y.cJds on thf plots to wlu< h tlio manure was applied iii any g.vea year are printed 
in heavier typ'. 

Table IX . — Effect of Guano in Year of Application and in 
Subsequent Years. Little Hoos Field, Rothamsted. 

( I ] nman u rtjcl = i oo .) 


1 

Peruvian Guano. 

Swedes, j 

1 

Barley, 

Maii- 

goldh, 

Wheat, 

Swedes, 1 

Barley 

Wheat, 


Iy04. 

1905 

190O. 

197 

1908 1 

1909. 



19x0. 

Unmanured 

loo 

0 > 

xoo 

100 

1 1 
1 1 

00 

100 

\ ear of • pplicatinn . . 

*35 

182 

14> 

x6o 

1 120 

*52 ; 

124 


1st \e r after application .. 



90 

X 09 

105 1 

9 

2nd year a lei . pplication . . 

— 


1X3 

90 I 

9 

3rd year after api Iication . . 




88 ' 

8i 


P< ruvian Guano. 





Unmanured 

Year ui appli atim . . 

xoo 

X20 



wedes, Barley, i golds 


xst ye r after application 
and year after application 
3rd year alter application 


94 

98 

97 

84 

i9 

90 



Effect of Rape Cake in Year of Application and in Subsequent 
Years. Little Hoos Field, Rothamsted. 

(Uninanured=s 100.) 
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1 Man- 




Man- 



R.-ipo Cake. " 

1 gods, 

Wheat, 

Swedes, 

Barley, 

goUli., 

Wheat, 

Mean, 


' 1911. 

1912 

I 9 i 3 ‘ 

1914. 

lots. 

1916. 

1004-16. 

Ui'inanu < d 

loo 

loo 

100 

K 0 

loo 

100 

100 

Year of application . . 

II4 

1 131 

78 

I«I 

185 

143 

136 

lat year af tea appli atio.i •• 

i 9 * 



1 X 53 

159 

)x 8 

xxo 

2nd year after appheat on . . 

1 93 


xoo 

j 10 1 

’ 5 <> 

133 

X06 

srd year alter application . . 

84 

■a 

96 

I 118 

1 

133 

’ 102 


Effect of Shoddy in Year of Application and in Subsequent 
Years. Little Hoos Field, Rothamsted. 

(Unmaniirt'd: - t<h>.) 





Man- 



1 


Shoddy. 

Swedes, 

Barley, 

gohU, 

Wheat, 

Swedes, 

' Birlev, 

Wheat, 


1904. 

1905. 

1900 

1 9'' 7 

1908. 


1910. 

Unmanured 

100 

If 0 

100 


im 

' 100 

100 

Yeai of applicati n . . . . j 

1 137 

1 170 1 

1 ,0 


I ,0 


135 

1st year after applicati n . . 

— 

142 

I 0 

1 144 

14/ 

1 ^ 

93 

ati ear after application . . 

— . 

— 

121 

105 

126 

1 ’ 

90 

3rd ye r after applicatio 1 . . 

— 

1 - 

1 

1 “ 

108 

loS 

1 "" 

100 



Man* 


• 


Man- 



Shoddy. 

golds, 

Wheat, 

1 Swedes, 

Birley, 

golds, 

Wn at, 

Mean, 


1911. 

1912. 

’ 193. 

1914. 

1915* 

191O. , 

1904-16! 

Urimaiiiirc 1 . . 

100 

lOf) 

1 T ,.0 

100 

100 

' 

100 I 

XOO 

Ye r of appli ation . . 

I > ■ 

117 

j 135 

Oi 

121 

106 j 

136 

ist year af t r.’p plica turn .. 

12 

123 

! ”9 

99 

10‘> 

u6 ' 

121 

2* year after applicati n .. 

C'9 

12 • 


87 

i 93 i 

iir j 

108 

3rd >ear after application . . 

9 ') 

X08 

1 1 

II 5 

7/ i 

8 ( 

9 « 


The results show that rape cake was distinctly eltective :n 
its year of application, but not afterwards, in the first seven 
years of the experiment. From the eighth year onwards, i.e., 
after the third (h'essing, there is something to show in the second 
year, and this was particularly the case for the barley crop in 
1914. In 1915 the figures axe less significant than they look 
because the mangold crop was a virtual failure, the highest 
3neld being only 8 tons 14 cwt. per acre. On the whole the 
results confirm the conclusions already drawn from the 
wheat and barley experiments, that rape cake produces 
little appreciable effect after the first year of application. 
Another experiment on the same field enables the effect of 
rape cake to be compared somewhat roughly with that of 
sulphate of ammonia. The plots of Series F, G and H, on 
the same field receive i cwt sulphate of ammonia each year. 
Series F adjoins the rape cake plots ; four of its component, 
plots receive superphosphate in the same way as the rape 
cake is supplied. Although this series only receives 22 lb. of 









nitrogen, somewh&t less than half that given on the rape 
eake phits, the yield when sapeiphosphate is supplied is not 
much inferior. 


Table X. — Returns from Rape Cake and from Sulphate 
of Ammonia. 


5 > lb. Nitrogen as Rape Cake . . 

23 lb. Nitrogen as Sulphate of Ammonia 
plus Superphosphate 

33 lb. Nitrogen as Sulphate of Ammonia 
(i cwt. per acre), no Superphosphate 
No Manure 

1 ' 

! Man- 

Swedes, Barley, ' golds, 
1904. 1 1905. X906. 

1907. 

Swedes, 

1908. 

Barley, 

1909. 

Tons. Lb. Tons. 

14-1 4,185 1 22-7 

12*2 3,949 j 24*1 

ri *7 ■ 3 . 13 * 22*9 

10*8 2,769 19*3 

Lb. 

6,619 

5,698 

4,749 

4,527 

Tons. 

X 9'7 

i6-9 

X 4 *I 

14*7 

1 

Lb. 

5,203 

4,973 

' 4,814 
4,155 





Wheat, 

Man- 

golds, 

Wheat, 

Swedes, 

Barley, 

Wheat, 

1916. 


19x0. 

. 

X91X. 

19x2. 

1913. 

1914. 

50 lb. Nitrogen as Rape Cake . . 

Lb. 

Tons. 

Bush. 

Tons. 

Bush, 

Bush. 

3,480 j 

14*5 

27*7 

5*5 

6*0 

18-4 

22 lb. Nitrogen as Sulfate of Ammonia 



piu«> Superpi osph t 

2,682 

14 " 

33*4 

8*6 

37*3 

19*9 

23 lb. Nitrogen as Sulphate of Ammonia 



(1 cwt. per acre), no Superphosphate 

3,166 

8-7 

31*6 

6-4 

23*3 

XT-7 

No Manure 

2,784 

12*7 

2 X‘X 

7-0 

19*3 

10 -I 


During twelve seasons the rape cake, in spite of its double 
■quantity of nitrogen, has only on six occasions proved better 
than sulphate of ammonia and superphosphate, the crops being 
swedes 1904 and 1908, barley 1905 and 1909, wheat 1907 and 
1910. In the other years the sulphate of ammonia and super- 
phosphate came out as well as the rape cake, and sometimes 
rather better. The crops, however, were not heavy ; in some 
cases they were poor ; they were : — swedes 1913 (a poor crop), 
mangolds 1911 (a poor crop), wheat 1912 (a fair crop) and 
1916 (a poor crop), barley 1914. 

Thus, although the experiment is not specially designed to 
test this point, the result is quite consistent with the conclusion 
drawn from the Hoos field and Broadbalk plots that the 
nitrogen in rape cake is not superior to the nitrogen in sulphate 
cf ammonia or nitrate of soda. 

Other experiments on rape cake have been made in various 
parts of the country, especially on light soils where it is suKK>sed 
to have a particular value. The most important of these have 
been at the Royal Agricultural Society's Station at Woburn, 
cn a light sandy loam. The application of rape cake began in 
1890 and has been continued ever since ; the crops grown are 
wheat and barley. In the earlier years the rape cake, sulphate 
of ammonia and nitrate of soda were e&ch apj^ed at a rate 
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equivalent to 100 lb. per acre of ammonia ; since 1907, how- 
ever, the rate of application has been reduced and now is 
equivalent to 25 lb. ammonia per acre. The results are given, 
in Table XL 


Table XI . — Yields of Wheat and Barley at Woburn, Nitrogen 
from different Sources, 


— 

Continuous Wheat, 
Bush, per Acre. 

Continooua Barley. 
Bush, per Acre. 

100 lb. 
Ammonia, 
X896-190S. 

35 lb. 
Ammonia, 
X907‘X9 x 6. 

xoo lb. 
Ammonia, 
X896-190S. 

25 lb. 
Ammonia, 
X907'X9 x 6. 

Rape Cake 

a5*6 

x8*6 

28*6 

X7*4 

Nitrate of Soda and Minerals ■ . 

28-3 


36*8 

x8<6 

Nil rate of Soda alone 


X5*a 

30*9 

X3*7 

Farmyard Manur-' 

a4*3* 


32 -s* 


No Manure 

8*4 

9*4 

xx;o 

xo*o 


Equivalent to 200 lb. ammonia per acre. 


In no case is the rape cake superior to the mixture of nitrate 
of soda and minerals, and in the eairlier years where larger 
dressings were used it was inferior. It has proved, however, 
quite equal to farmyard manure, even when this is used in 
quantities containing double its amount of nitrogen. 

Another series, less extensive in point of time, but under 
rotation conditions actually obtaining in farm practice, was 
made by the Norfolk Chamber of Agriculture dturing the years 
1889-1891. On an average 4 cwt. of rape cake had sub- 
stantially the same effect on the wheat crop as i cwt. sulphate 
of ammonia which would contain approximately the same 
amount of nitrogen ; while 8 cwt. had no better result. In- 
creasing the amount of nitrogen at these centres not only 
caused no increase but tended to a decrease in crop. Farmyard 
manure on the other hand cause a marked increase in crop. 
Thus if no limiting factor were operating it appears that the 
nitrogen from rape cake is no better than that from sulphate 
of ammonia, while if there were a limiting factor rape cake was 
less effective in putting it out of action than farmyard manure. 
The yields of wheat at the three centres Cawston, Bolwick and 
Flitcham* were during the three years 1889-1891 — 

Bush, per acre. 


Rape Cake, 4 cwt. . . . . • ■ 27-8 

Sulphate of Anunonia, I cwt. .. .. 27-6 

Rape Cake, 8 cwt. . • • • • • 27.5 

No Manure . . . . • • • • 24.9 


A further set of experiments under conditions of actual 
farming has been made at Bramford, in East Suffolk, on a 

• Notfedk Chamber of Agriculture Reports, 1889-1891- 


S 
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sandy soiL Unfortunately, the quantities are not applied 
on an equivalent bans, so that no strict comparison is posnUe ; 
the rape cake supplied rather more nitrogen than the nitrate 
of soda but only half that of farmyard manure. The results 
are given in Table XII.* 


Table XII. — Effect of Rape Cake and other Manure at 
Bramford. Average Yields for 5 Years. 


— 

Approxi* 

mate 

Amount 

of 

Nitrogen 

supplied. 

Barley. 

Busb. 

iSi. 

Wheat. 

Bush. 

per 

Acre. 

Man- 

ilas. 

Tons 

SS.. 

Clover Hay 
(3 yean 

per Acte. 

Peas 

aS[ 

Rape Cake. 8 cwt. per acre 
Faritt\’ar(l Manure, 6 tons per acre 
Nitrate of Soda, 3 cwt. per acre . « 
No Manure 

44 lb. 

90 *. 

3S » 

i 

37# 

35 

3d 

33 

80 

31 

*9 

*3*9 

15*9 

*5-4 

zz*8 

so 

n 

89 

45# 

as# 

83# 


In these cases also the rape cake has proved little better 
than nitrate of soda, but again there may have been a 
limiting factor at work which the rape cake could not throw 
out of action. None of the experiments, however, give any 
reason to suppose that rape cake is of special value on light 
soils. 

Another comparison was made in the early days in York- 
shire by the Leeds University Department of Agriculture. In 
one experiment at Garforth on potatoes the quantities of 
nitrogen are comparable, and here the rape cake proved inferior 
to the sulphate of ammonia. In the other cases no comparison 
is possible. 

^e results weref : — 

Table XIII. — Effect of Rape Cake and other Manures 

in Yorkshire. 



Potatoes at 
Garforth. 

Potatoes at 
County Centres. 

Swedes. 

Mangolds. 

< 

Dres- 

sing.* 

yield. 

Tons per 
Acre. 

Dres* 

Yield. 
Tons per 
Acre. 

Dres- 

sing.t 

Yield. 
Tons per 
Acre. 

Dres- 

Yield. 
Tons per 
Acte. 

Rape Cake . 

fiuQihate of Ammonia 

660 lb. 
z66tb. 

n 

5 cwt 


8owt 

*5'4 

■ 

zoowt 


Pannyerd Manure 


emmm 

Stoos 

10*7 

3 tons 

*5*7 

zo tons 

86*4 


Both oontained approximately 33 lb. altrogeo. In additlcm superpboepliate and ralphate of 
jb neco ^von. 

t JUpe calm contaiaed approxiiiiately sS lb. nitrogen and farmyanl m^nme, probably 65 lb. 
In addition sf cwt. of a ^ture of artificials were given, iododlng x owt. nitrdte of ioda. 

I Rape cm contatned approximately 44 ib. nitxoien and farmyard manure 75 lb. In additioii 
p owt. mixed artificials were given. 

I in addition 7 owt of a mUmre of artifioitis-*a owt ifitrate of aoda, a cwt enpecifiiio^bate, 
3 owt entphale ol potash were given. . 


* and Saxmundham Report, Cambridge Univendty, 1907, 

t Leeds j^oUe&n 1698* 
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One expmxnent is recorded with hay, at Cirencester, but the 
quantities are not comparable and nothing can be gathered 
from the results* : — 


Table XIV. — Effect of Rape Cake and other Manures on Hay. 


— 

Probable Amount 
of Nitrogen. 

Lb. per Acre. 

Yield of Hay. 
Cwt. per Acre. 

Rape Cake. 5 cwt 

28 

24! 

Sulphate of Ammonia. 2 cwt. 

44 

28I 

Farmyard Manure. 12 tons 

z6o 

3 Si 

No Manure 




An experiment in Cornwall on mangolds and one at Wye 
on barley are recorded ; but again no comparison can be 
made with nitrate of soda or sulphate of ammonia, as 
unequal amounts of nitrogen are involved. 


Table XV. — Effect of Rape Cake and other Manures on 
Mangolds and Barley. 


— 

tComwall: Mangolds. 

JWye : Barley. 

Dressing 

Used. 

Yield 
per Acre. 

Dressing 

Used. 

Yield 
per Acre. 

Rape Cake 

Nitrate of Soda . . . . 

Sulphate of Ammonia . . 
No Nitrogenous Manure. . 

Cwt. 

2 

2 

Tons. 

40*8 

42*6 

39'2 

iHSI 

Bush. 

29 

26 


Comparisons can better be made in another series of Wye 
experiments recorded in the same Journal (pp. 40-42) 


Table XVI. — Effect of Rape Cake and Sulphate of Ammonia 

in Kent. 


— 

Approximate 
Amount 
of Nitrogen 
per Acre. 

Lenham. 

Sturry. 

Rape Cake. 3 curt, per acre . . 

^7 

30 { 

2ii 

Sulphate of Ammonia, i cwt. 




per acre 

22 

30II 

* 5 ll 


• Royal Asricullural College, Cirencester, Sci. Bull. No. 3, 1911. 
t Corawao Repot, 19x1, p. 83. a cwt. kainit added in each case. 

{ Wye ColleM Journal, No. 6, rSgy. p. 41. 2 cwt. superphosphate 

Jn eftcli cdse* 

I x| twt. atsperphospliatee ii 2 cwt. superphosphate. 

2 S 
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These experiments teach us nothing about the length of time 
the rape cake will last, but they show no superiority of rape 
cake nitrogen over sulphate of ammonia or nitrate of soda 
nitrogen. Again, however, they are consistent with the view 
that rape cake is safer for a man not expert in the use of 
artificials ; for in these experiments the test mixture of nitrate 
of soda or sulphate of ammonia with potash and phosphates 
was an attempt by skilled people to supply the best adapted 
to the conditions ; unskilled men might easily have gone wrong. 

CWANO. — Another series of experiments on Little Hops Field 
at Rothamsted has been devoted to guano. A good Peruvian 
guano is used, averaging 6 5 per cent, of nitrogen ; 777 lb. is 
applied (t.e., nearly 7 cwt. per acre), so as to give 50 lb. nitrogen 
per acre. 

As ’n the case of rape cake a good effect is produced in the 
first year but not subsequently ; nothing at all can be seen in 
the second, third or fourth years. Thus there is even less sign 
of a residual effect than in the case of rape cake. On the 
whole, however, the crops are superior to those grown with rape 
cake, indicating that the constituents of guano are somewhat 
more effective. (See Tables VIII. and IX.) 

Very few other experiments seem to be recorded with guano. 

• The Norfolk Chamber of Agriculture tried a high class guano 
containing nitrogen equivalent to 10 per cent, of ammonia on 
barley, but found ij cwt. per acre to be less effective than 
I cwt. of nitrate of soda and of coiu'se more expensive. 
The quantities of nitrogen were not equivalent, however, the 
guano only supplying 13 lb. per acre, while the nitrate of soda 
supplied 17 lb. 

In the experiments on swedes an attempt was made to furnish 
equal quantities of nitrogen, potash and phosphates in the two 
dressings. The results were : — 

Table XVII . — Effect of Guano and other Manures on Swedes 



t 1 1 cwt. mtnte ox soda need heie ; a cwt. 8uperphos{diate added. 
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In the swede experiments the guano plot also received | cwt. 
sulphate of ammonia and { cwt. muriate of potash, and the 
sulphate of ammonia plot received 4 cwt. superphosphate and 
I cwt. muriate of potash. 

At Cirencester one of the hay plots received guano at the rate 
of 5 cwt. per acre and it yielded 23I cwt. of hay, this being 
below that obtained for 2 cwt. sulphate of ammonia (see p. 243). 

SHODDY. — The material used contained just over 5 per cent, of 
nitrogen. One ton per acre was applied for the first four years 
(1904 to 1907), but only 957 lb. per acre in 1908 and since ; 
this quantity contains 50 lb. of nitrogen ; the larger quantity 
contained 112 lb. of nitrogen. The larger dressings left a dis- 
tinct residue which produced a marked effect in the second or 
even the third year. The smaller dressings showed residual 
effect only in four out of the eight years, viz., in iqii, 1912, 
1913 and 1916. 

The results with shoddy are given in Tables VIII and IX. 

DOMPARISON OF RAPE CAKE, GUARD AHD SHODDY.— When the average 
yields from these three for the whole period are taken 
out it is seen that there is little difference between them. 
The results are : — 


Table XVIII . — Relative Effects of Rape Cake, Gttano 
and Shoddy. 


— 

When Un- 
manured 
Plot** 100. 

When 4th-year Plotssioo. 

Year of 
Application 

Residual 

Efiect. 

Total 

Effect. 

Peruvian Guano, all years 

142 

159 

Nil 

159 

„ .. 1908-1916 

137 

152 

Nil 

152 

Rape Cake, all years . . 

136 

133 

10 

M 3 

.. .. 1908-1916 

135 

130 

9 

*39 

Shoddy, all years 

136 

134 

29 

*63 

1908-1916 

128 

132 

27 

*59 


It may, therefore, reasonably be assumed that the conclusions 
drawn from the rape cake trials will hold equally good for guano 
and shoddy. 


It is possible that the figure for the Peruvian guaqo is low. 
If the plots of the third and fourth years are taken as the basis 
(and they equally well could be), the guano comes out dis- 
tinctly higher than the rape cake or shoddy in the year of 
application ; if, however, accoimt is taken of residual effects 
it loses its superiority. 
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Tbe figures for ^oddy " all years ” are oo *&e side, 
because, as already painted out for the first four years, it was 
l^iplied in larger amounts. Confining attention to the years 
X908-16 where the founts have been comparable, shoddy is 
kss effective than guano, but it has a more distinct residual effect. 

SSNSLVSiOiiSi — When Peruvian guano, rape cake and shoddy 
are compared on the basis of equal amounts of nitrogen per 
acre — 

Peruvian guano proved the most effective, especially in 
the year of application. 

Rape cake came next. 


Shoddy by a small margin came last in its year of 


application. 


Numerically the values were : — 


Peruvian guano 

.. 100 

Rape cake 

.. 91 

Shoddy 

88 

Shoddy showed a residual effect 

which would improve 


its position. 

The differences are less than might have been expected. No 
evidence could be obtained that the nitrogen in rape cake is 
superior in crop-producing power to the nitrogen of sulphate of 
ammonia or nitrate of soda. No larger crops were obtained 
from rape cake than from an equivalent dressing of sulphate 
of ammonia and superphosphate, arid actually less was obtained 
than from nitrate of soda. 

There is very little evidence for the view that rape cake and 
Peruvian guano permanently benefit the soil. Where very 
large dressings of rape cake (10 cwt. to i ton per acre) are 
applied year after year to the same land there is in course of 
time an accumulation of nitrogen, but this proves of little value 
to wheat or barley ; on the other hand, it may be more useful 
to mangolds, though the evidence is not conclusive. 

In ordinary farm practice where smaller dressings are given 
and less frequently than every year, there is little reason to 
anticipate any residual effect. 

If this were the whole case there would be no reason why 
rape cake and guano should ever sell at prices above thosie 
(Staining for sulphate of ammonia and nitrate (ff soda. Yet 
-farmers and manure makers have always been willing to psQr 
more. There appear to be three reasons fco' this preferenoe. 
Rape cake and guano are safer than artificial manures in the 
hands df inexperienced cultivators. No one would be Slufy 
to apply too much, owing to high prices, and there is fifo 
necereiQr to mix wi^ other fertilisers. 
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Fortlia:, from the manure makers' point of view, these 
substances have the enormous advantaire of im^ffoving the 
condition of compound fertilisers, a jH-operty to wMch farmers 
rif^tly attach great importance in view of the widespread use 
of manure drills. 

Lastly, from the special point of view of the horticulturist 
who uses in the aggregate large quantities of manure, rape cake 
and guano have the advantage that they can be applied once 
for all, whilst artificials would have to be given in several 
small doses, otherwise they might injure the plant or the soil. 

While these three reasons may account for the higher prices 
rape cake and guano always command in comparison with 
nitrate of soda or sulphate of ammonia, they do not help to 
suggest a fair price ; obviously additional value cannot be 
assessed on the ordinary unit system. It has been suggested 
that a unit value should be allowed for organic matter, but this 
would not meet the case, as the organic matter is not usually 
appUed to the soil in sufficient quantity to exert any appreciable 
effect. Probably the best solution is to leave prices to settle 
themselves between buyer and seller. 


ORGANISATION OF THE VILLAGE. 

The following is a r6sum6 of a Paper read before the 
Agricultural Club, on qth April, by Sir Douglas Newton, 
K.B.E. 

The Land Settlement (Facilities) Bill contains many impor- 
tant provisions. Among these provisions are measures for 
the acquisition of land for the purposes of small holdings, 
reclamation and drainage ; and others which amend enactments 
relating to small holdings and allotments, and otherwise 
facilitate land settlement. The Bill contains also one little 
sub-clause which may well exercise great and far-reaching 
influence on the development and advancement of village 
communal life. This provision, if efficiently and energetically 
administered, may indeed go far towards re-establishing the 
true economic balance between rural and urban interests. It 
sets up and defines the powers of the new County Agricultural 
Committees, and enacts that : “ The County Agricultural 
Committee shall make such inquiries as appear to them 
to be desirable, with a view to formulating schemes for the 
development of rural industries and social life in rural places, 
mid ix the co-ordination of action by Local Authorities, and 




s^8 OltQAlllSAXIOir OF THE VULAGB. [fVEB 


otbor bodies, by which such developments may be effected, 
and shall report the result of such inquiries to the Board of 
Agriculture and Fishaies, and to any Local Authority, or 
body, concerned ; and the expenses incurred by the Committee 
undj^ this section to such amount as may be sanctioned by 
the Board, with the approval of the Treasury, shall be defrayed 
by the Board.” This clause may, and probably will, if 
wisely and sympathetically administered, prove the foundation 
upon which can be built a helpful, constructive, and permanent 
policy of rural development. 

If rapid progress is to be made with the organisation of 
village life, if our system of land settlement is to be a happy 
reality, it will be necessary to see that Agricultural Committees 
take active steps to ascertain the needs of their localities, and 
to formulate well-considered schemes for the development of 
the amenities of life in the rural areas under their supervision 
and control. 

Assuming, however, that the inertia has been overconie, and 
that this difficulty has been surmounted, and action is to 
be taken, the real and pertinent question will then be what 
practical steps should be taken, '^and what machinery it is 
necessary to provide. I am not a believer in relying altogether 
on voluntary work. Voluntary work, if it is to be effective, 
and if real progress is to be made, must always have behind it 
the services of fuU-time salaried officers. In most cases the 
happiest combination for many purposes is to be found by 
setting up an organised body, prepared and willing to give 
its services voluntarily in an advisory capacity — promoting 
and assisting in carrjdng out any scheme, but rel3dng for the 
actual detailed work upon the services of whole-time salaried 
officers. 

The problem may be said, briefly, to divide itself under two 
heads: on the one side there is the question of the social 
development of village life, and on the other the question of the 
economic development of the rural community. Reduced to 
practical terms this may be said to cover all branches of 
village life — ^from the construction and management of village 
halls to the organisation of seasonal and part-time occupations, 
and the provision of alternative sources of employment by 
which the income of the rural dweller may be augmented. 

FrsiMMis 9t the Agrieultural Palloy SulHCoiiiiiilttM.— The Report 
of the Agricultural Policy Sub-Committee put forward f y r taiti 
suggestions and recommendations which they were c^nnion 
would, if carried out, provide for a suitable system of vilh^ 
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<H^[anisation. I would like briefly to summarise their sugges- 
tious, because I feel that they do not by any means represent 
the best lines along which the problem should be approached. 
The Conunittee proposed : — 

X. That a general survey of the conditions of agriculture should be 
made by the War Executive Committees, to form the basis of 
a report to the Board of Agriculture in all caises where these 
surveys disclosed the need of action to improve the conditions 
of village life. 

.2. That the report should be referred to the Agricultural Com- 
mittee and to the Parish Council of the village concerned, in 
order that these bodies might give it their consideration and 
concur in its recommendations. 

.3, That in the event of the concurrence of these bodies, or in the 
case of an application being received by the Board from either 
of these local authorities, the Board should appoint a valuer 
to prepare a report as to the most practical way of improving 
conditions in the parish in respect of small occupying owner- 
ships, allotments, small holdings, cottage gardens, parish 
recreation grounds, and the provision of a village hall. 

-4. That the valuer’s report should then be communicated by the 
Board to the local authority, and be open for inspection by 
all interested persons. 

5. That the Board should then send down an inspector to hold a 
local inquiry to deal with all objections which might be raised. 

*6. That an approved and final scheme setting forth in detail the 
changes proposed, scheduling any land required to carry out 
the scheme, should then be submitted to the Board, It was 
also suggested that in all cases the details should receive the 
approval of the Agricultural Committee. 

7. That the responsibility for carrying out the scheme should then 
rest with the County Agricultural Committee. 

S, The subsequent responsibility for its administration should lie 
with the Parish Council, subject only to the general supervision 
of the Agricultural Committee ; or, alternatively, 

9. That a public Utility Society should be entrusted with the duty 
of carrying the scheme into effect. 

So fax as the expenses were concerned the Report suggested 
that the preliminary expenditure incurred in connection with 
the valuer's fees, and the local inquiry, should be defrayed by 
the Board of Agriculture out of public funds ; that tlxe cost 
of acquiring and adapting land should be advanced from the 
same source, and be repaid in instalments by the Parish 
Council, which should, except in so far as certain public im- 
provements were concerned, recoup itself from the parties 
directly benefited ; and that it would probably be found 
advisable to limit the annual charge on the rates to a sum not 
exceeding 6d. in the 

. fNHeeUone U Propoeala— I do not wish to urge anything 
against the pinciples on which the Committee have based 
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these proposals, for as a rural dweller X believe ihein to be 
entirely sound ; but I do feel that the machinery proposed 
would in practice prove inactive and slow working, and would 
probably in a short time clog up altogether. 

MtenwtiM ProiwMle.— Some alternative {aroposals must be 
considered, proposals which should be smoother in their 
wcH*kmg and more rapid in their action. 

The problem of vWage organisation should be divided up 
into matters which may be considered to be " essentials,” and 
which must be regarded as the minimum requirements of every 
village, and into those matters which, while they caimot be 
regarded as being absolute essentials, should yet be looked upon 
as being highly desirable of attainment. I suggest that- the 
Board of Agriculture should be requested, as soon as the Land 
Settlement (Facilities) Bill has become law, to prepare a short 
statement indicating the general lines along which village 
organisation should be undertaken, and in particular empha- 
sising the essential provisions which should be regarded as a' 
minimum of requirement for every village in which they can 
be provided. The Board’s statement should also have issued 
with it a model form of questionnaire, a form which could be used 
as the basis upon which any particular scheme of organisation 
could be built. The statement and form of questions would 
necessarily have to be very carefully prepared, and should, 
when prepared, be transmitted officially to the Chairman of 
every County Agricultural Committee with an instruction to- 
him to obtain and furnish to the Board, within a limited and 
stated period, a full report on every rural parish situated 
within the Agricultural Committee’s administrative area. 
The Report should show the requirements of each parish and 
its lack, or otherwise, of the essential provisions indicated in the 
questionnaire. Due regard wiU, of course, naturally have to- 
be paid to any special circumstances appl3nng to a particular 
village when the report is being prepared, and a certain degree 
of intelligence will have to be shown, and a certain measure of 
elasticity necessarily provided for. 

It is suggested that the Report should be made a definite 
obligation upon every Coimty Agricultural Committee. I 
venture to put forward this suggestion because, having served on' 
l^sh Councils, Rurd District Councils, and County Councils, 
it has been brought home to me that in many cases the lack of 
village organisation is due not so much to the absence of 
necessary legislative powers, as to a short-sighted spirit of 
iMtrsimony, and to a soulless in^a v^ich’is, adas, freqnestfy 
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a lat«iit characteristic of the personnel of the smaller local 
authorities. If any general and successful measure for the 
reconstruction of village life is to be undertaken, a broad and 
practical policy must be adopted, and attention paid to matters 
upon which the spirit of communal life depends. 

The broadening out of village life would not only add greatly 
to its amenities, but at the same time would disclose matters 
which, if they remain undealt with, would often tend seriously 
to affect the future life and welfare of the community concerned. 

So soon as the Report has been received by the County 
Agricultmal Committee, and if it shows the need for improve- 
ment and organisation in a parish, a representative of the local 
authority should be required to make a further and more 
detailed investigation with a view to ascertaining the most 
practical method of bringing about the improvcihents desired. 
It is at this stage that the officer should take steps to get into 
jtouch with all persons and agencies able to assist with the 
organisation of the parish. People will often, even usually, help 
in any work for the general welfare, provided that they clearly 
see the need for what is proposed. The work of getting into 
touch should be undertaken by a whole-time salaried officer, 
who would find plenty of scope for his time and activities. 
To meet the case of a County Agricultural Committee, which, 
for any reason, was unwilling to act progressively and to take a 
big view of its responsibilities, it would be desirable that the 
Board of Agriculture should indicate its intention of promoting 
schemes, if necessary, and acting in default in all cases where 
this appeared to be desirable. 

As soon as the local information and offers of assistance 
have been obtained, the next step should be to make an appeal 
for voluntary funds and assistance. This appeal should be 
made by the committee and its officer, who should also take 
steps in an unofficial way to interest themselves in the needs 
of the particular parish, and to assist it with the organisation 
of any entertainments required to enable it to obtain funds 
from the public for the promotion of the objects in view. Any 
general funds received should be vested in the hands of trustees. 
It not infrequently occurs that a village community hardly 
itsdf realises its own needs and requirements until these have 
been pointed out to it by some outside body. Organisation, 
and particularly central organisation, is lacking, and until 
organisation is developed, the true advantages, and they are 
tnany, vilh^ life will nev^ be made fuUy available. 
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Mrk af «m eMmtF AKrtoattiinri OommltlMM.— The County 
Agricultural Committee should, in addition to taking steps 
alreacfy indicated for obtaining money from voluntary sources, 
also, if necessary, be required to raise loans for such services 
as are properly chargeable on the rates, ahd the charges in 
connection with these loans should be allocated in due propor- 
tion to the parish or parishes benefited. 

The authority should at the same time make a grant towards 
any other improvements which appear to them to be essential, 
in all cases in which voluntary assistance proved inadequate to 
provide them. The unit of any scheme should, I think, be 
not less than one parish, but should, if thought desirable, also 
embrace adjacent parishes. 

The reconstruction scheme for the village having thus been 
approved by the County Agricultural Committee, and by the 
Board of Agriculture, the conunittee should be made responsible 
for carr3nng out the scheme. The committee should, however, 
have power to delegate the administration of the scheme, in 
so far as might appear to them to be suitable in any particular 
case, to the authorities of the parish in respect of which the 
scheme had been framed. 

Reference has already been made to the need of uniformity 
in the nature and form of the inquiry to be instituted ; and 
the desirability of so dividing the form of inquiry as to bring 
into special prominence the conditions which may be considered 
as essential -ones, whilst also including those, which, if not 
essential, would yet be of a highly desirable character. 

iMMtlai iiMiulramwits.— It is a difiicult matter to summarise 
the provisions which are to be regarded as essential for the 
amenities of every rural pari^, but they should, I think, 
indude — '■ 

(a) Cottage Gardens. — ^The provision of a number of 
sanitary and suitable cottages with gardens attached, adequate 
to meet the requirements of the parish. 

It is frequently found that gardens have not been provided, 
even in cases where this could, with but little disturbance or 
difficulty, have been done. 

In a general way it will be foimd more ecpnomic and equally 
satisfactory to the householder to attach a small, rather than 
a large, garden to his cottage. If this be done, however, it is 
desirable that a strip of land diould, if possible, be provided 
unmediately behind the cottage gardens, and divided up iar 
the general use of all mr any of the cottagers desiring sudi 
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additional land. This plan is in many respects preferable to 
having a large garden attached to every cottage, as in the 
event of one of the cottagers not requiring his garden the land 
is apt to be left derelict, while if a small garden only be attached 
this risk is greatly minimised. Moreover, if access to additional 
land be provided in this manner, an energetic householder 
can, if he so desires, be provided with a larger area to cultivate. 

(b) Milk. — ^The provision of an adequate supply of milk 
must be looked upon as an absolute essential. Farmers who 
are milk producers object to being at one and the same time 
small retailers and large wholesalers, with the result that often 
little or no milk is available for local residents in the village 
in which it is produced. 

It is not, however, in most cases, a difficult matter to devise 
a scheme which may overcome the objections of the farmer 
and at the same time provide for the local requirements in 
regard to milk. 

(c) Other " Essential ” Requirements. — ^Amongst other 
“ essential ” provisions must be included arrangements for 
the satisfactory disposal of sewage, either in the gardens or 
otherwise ; the provision of a supply of wholesome water ; and 
other matters of a Uke kind necessary for the health of the 
village. Mention should perhaps be made, when considering 
essential conditions, of access to playing fields. 

While, however, the County Committee can, and should, if 
desired, assist with the provision of the ground required, I do 
not think they ought to go much further, as the management 
of the ground and its use to the best advantage should be left 
to the villagers themselves. 

DMirmlito Requirsimntt.— In addition to these essential 
requirements the schedule should draw attention to some other 
matters, which are scarcely less important in that they go far 
to make up the amenities of rural life ; matters such as arrang- 
ing for the marketing of the produce grown in the village, and 
the development ot suitable rural industries. 

It is most desirable that greater facilities should be given 
for the use of the telephone. A first practical step should be 
for all country offices, now fitted with the ordinary telegraph, 
to have their instruments converted into telephones, and that 
all villages through which posts carrpng wires are now laid 
should, on demand, be provided with a telephone service. 
The party telephone line is a failure. The essence of aU com- 
munication is that it should be speedy, and that it diould also 
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be secret. The party telephone can never be made secret, 
and that is the principal cause of its failure. The much 
needed expansion of the telephone service in rural districts 
must take place on the lines of an efficient and secret service. 

Rural indiwtrias.— The encouragement of appropriate kinds of 
rural industry can and should play an important part in rural 
reconstruction. A suitable industry will provide alternative 
sources of income, and part-time emplo3mient in slack periods 
of the year, while if it is a full-time industry it may well 
provide useful and welcome employment for the wife and the 
family. 

Whatever steps are taken, however, to re-establish old, or to 
develop new, industries, sweated labour should be carefully 
guarded against, as no permanent advantage can accrue either 
to the State or to those employed in the industry, if the industry 
is unable to pay a living wage to its workers. 

Oonolution. — Such then is the machinery which should be 
established, and these the plain matter-of-fact lines along 
which village organisation should proceed. 

There is, however, one word of caution which I would like 
to utter, and it is this. In any schemes which are promoted 
there must be no taint of patronage, and there must be no 
trace of welfare, that is to say in the sense of instructing people 
as to what is good for them. No one hates more than the 
dweller in a rural district being told what is beneficial for him. 

In conclusion, I would say that if it is possible to sum up in 
one word the essence of a policy of rural organisation and 
deyelopment, that one word is "sympathy" — ^not merely 
the sympathy of a few kindly worife, but a real, enduring, 
oonstructive S 3 rmpathy, the S5mipathy of doing everything 
possible to advance the cause of the rural dweller. Too long 
has the State treated him with neglect, but this policy must 
be changed. The State owes to each one of its citizens, 
whether they be townsmen or countr3rmen, the right to live, 
the light to live a decent life, and a life in which the broad 
avenues of opportunity shall be opoi. 
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REPORT ON FARMS 
TAKEN OVER BY AGRICULTURAL 
EXECUTIVE COMMITTEES.* 

Regulation 2m of the Defence of the Realm Regulations 
gave the Board wide powers for securing the better cultivation 
of land, including the power to enter on and take possession of 
any land which in their opinion is not being so cultivated as to 
increase as far as practicable the food supply of the country, 
and after entry on any land to arrange for its cultivation by 
any other person, whether by contract of tenancy or otherwise. 
These powers were delegated to County Agricultural Executive 
Committees constituted for each Administrative County in 
England and Wales under the Cultivation of Lands Order, 
1917. The powers have been exercised in practically every 
county in England and Wales, and the number of instances 
in wWch Executive Committees have taken possession of 
badly-farmed land under the Regulation is over 1,000, com- 
prising a total area of about 64,000 acres. In a large number 
of cases the land has been let to suitable tenants for the maxi- 
mum period permitted by the Defence of the Realm (Acquisition 
of Land) Act, 1916, that is to say, for the duration of the War 
and two years thereafter. The larger part of the land, however, 
has been kept in hand and farmed by the Executive Com- 
mittee, either under the supervision of a member of the Com- 
mittee or of one of its District Committees, or under the 
management of a paid farm baihff. In some counties, such as 
Essex, Kent, Leicestershire, and East and West Suffolk, 
practically all the land taken over by the Committee has been 
dealt with in this way, and in the whole of England and Wales 
an area of approximately 38,600 acres is being farmed either 
directly or indirectly, by the Agricultural Executive Committees. 

During the past year, officers attached to the Technical 
Division of the Food Production Department have inspected 
a l^ge number of the farms that are being managed by the 
Committees, and their reports generally afford striking evidence 
of the beneficial results of the Committee’s action. In an 
article of this character it is not possible to include reference to 
all such cases, but the following instances have been selected 
as giving a general idea of the work that has been accomplished. 

Cm* No. 1 CMwtMrs), — About 90 acres of worn-out grazing 
land in a large park were taken over by the Agricultural Execu- 
tive Committee in January, 1918. The grazing value of the 

* Tbis report, in a modified form, wili shortly be issued as a pamphiei. 
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land was practically nil, the herbage being of very poor quality, 
consisting largely of Agrostis and Sedges. The soil was a free* 
working sandy loam, the land being on a gentle slope facing; 
north and east. Work began on January 24th, and the land 
was ploughed down-hill with a one-way plough. In order tO’ 
secure complete inversion of the sod the first furrow was taken 
up and carted away, subsequent furrows being ploughed 8 in. 
deep ; a skim coulter was used, and the sod caused no trouble 
afterwards. After ploughing, the land received | ton salt and 
I ton lime per acre. It was disc-harrowed about 8 tiiqes and 
then ridged up. About 4 cwt. sulphate of ammonia and 8-10 
cwt. superphosphate per acre were applied. Potato planting 
began about 6th May, and was completed by the end of the 
month. A very good crop resulted, and the cultivation had 
been performed in such a way that the area of nearly go acres 
presented a fine sight, particularly when compared with the 
rough, practically derelict park land adjoining. The Board’s 
Inspector, who visited the district in October, 1918, remarked 
that the way in which the land had been brought into a com- 
paratively high state of cultivation in such a short time deserved 
high praise. 

Cbm Ho. 2 (Down).— This farm, of 134 acres, was taken by 
the Agricultural Executive Committee in October, 1917, when 
it was all in grass. During the winter of 1917-18, 73 acres 
were brought under the plough. Except for a small amount of 
the preliminary ploughing, done by a hired man, the whole of 
the work has been carried out by women. At first a permanent 
staff of women was employed, but it was then decided to use the 
farm as a training centre for women, for which pmrpose it was 
well suited. The farm was inspected on 12th July, 1918. An 
average crop of wheat was growing on 20 acres of the land, 
and a very fair crop of oats on 37 acres ; 4 acres were being 
fallowed, and the remaining 12 acres were under mangolds 
and potatoes, the latter being an excellent crop, and the former 
very good, but rather thin. The corn crops had suffered 
severely from the attacks of rabbits coming from an adjoining 
farm. All the crops followed old grass, and in the case of the 
corn crops and mangolds a single ploughing only had been given. 
The ploughing was mostly done by a Syracuse one-way riding 
plough, which had apparently done excellent work even in 
quite unskilled hands. The grass land included 28 acres of 
hay, of which about half had been cleared at the date of in- 
spection. The live stock on the farm comprised two teams of 
useful working horses, a spare horse for odd jobs, and 12 cows 


1919.] Farms taken over by Committees. 


257 


with two young calves. The farm buildings were of satisfactory 
size and construction, and in excellent and clean condition ; 
in fact, 'the farmyard was the best kept that the Inspector had 
seen that summer. In view of the fact that practically all the 
labour was quite unskilled, the condition of the crops and of 
the farm as a whole testified to the efficiency of the management. 

CaM Ho. 3 (Ooroot).— This Common of 55 acres was taken over 
by the Agricultural Executive Committee in November, 1917, 
all the parties craicemed having consented to the Common being 
cultivated. The land was ploughed and pressed with steam 
tackle in December, and allowed to lie fallow until February 
when it was dressed down and sown with oats (Carton’s 
Abundance) in March. No top dressing was applied. An 
excellent crop, over 7 qr. per acre, was secured. The Com- 
mittee estimate that the profit from the first year’s working 
amounted to nearly £500. Wheat has been sown in the present 
season, and, assuming a crop of 8 sacks per acre, the net profit 
for 1918-19 is estimated at about £400. 

The following facts are interesting as showing the value of 
the Committee’s action in this case from the point of view of 
food production. Before being taken over, the Common was 
let for grazing, its value for this purpose being not more than 
los. per acre. The practice was to open the Common to the 
commoners on 12th May, and usually about 500 head of stock 
were turned in, a fee of about ^d. per head being paid to the 
Hayward. In average years, three days after the opening of 
the Common there was practically no grazing left, and most of 
the stock were then removed. In exceptional years the stock 
might remain about 7-10 days. The number of stock left on 
the Common for the remainder of the season was usually not 
more than 20-25 head, or one store beast to 2| acres. 

The'^gain in food to the nation may be illustrated as follows : — 
If the oat crop grown in 1917-18 were entirely used for live stock 
it would provide for about three times as many stock as the 
<mginal pasture, or, assuming four-fifths of the oats to be re- 
served for human food, and the seed to be deducted, the produce 
would provide oatmeal equivalent to the subsistence diet of 
go persons for a year, and, in addition, 50 per cent, more cattle 
food than the original pasture. 

CM* Mo. 4 (■ooojt).— This farm is typical of some 12,000 
acres of heavy grass land in the county. About 20 years 
ago the farm was acquired as a building estate and sold out 
in small plots. A few tin shanties were erected and one or two 
j^ots wwe pegged out ; otherwise nothing was done. The 
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land became overgrown with scrub and barely sufficed to main- 
tain a few cattle and sheep in store condition. Hedges grew 
wild, ditches filled up and drains became blocked. The farm was 
taken over by the Committee in the summer of 1917, and cul- 
tivation began in the early autumn under the direction of an 
experienced local farmer. An inspection was made on 7th 
May, 1918, and the following extracts from the report are 
interesting as showing the work that had been accomplished : — 

" The whole of the land has been cleared of bushes, the 
hedges have been cut down and the ditches scoured. The 
last-named operation has revealed the presence in sonfe of the 
fields of tile drains 3^ to 4 ft. deep, which are now running 
freely. One field (23 acres) was ploughed up by tractor in 
August, steam-cultivated twice and stetched up. Slag, at the 
rate of 10 cwt. per acre, and i cwt. per acre of sulphate of 
ammonia, were apphed, and Rivett wheat was drilled in 
October. The crop looks well and shows no sign of wireworms. 
Another field of 26 J acres was steam-cultivated three times in 
September, and about 10 acres were horse-ploughed in winter. 
The latter portion has been drilled partly with spring oats and 
partly with mangolds. The remainder was intended to be 
bare-fallowed, but as a result of the fine spring weather about 
9 acres were worked into a respectable seed-bed and drilled with 
vetches, which promise well. This is a valuable and interesting 
experiment, as with ordinary luck the vetches should be got 
off in good time to prepare for autumn wheat. 

“ Another field of 29 acres was ploughed by tractor in 
September, and subsequently steam-cultivated and stetched 
up. About 3 acres were sown with winter beans and the rest 
with spring oats. The beans look well, but the oats (Abundance) 
arc, in places, badly attacked by wireworms, and are to be 
patched, part with linseed and part, with barley. 

“ A further field of 10 acres was steam-cultivated three 
times in September and sown in spring with dun peas. These, 
on the whole, look very well, but are clearly the best on a small 
portion that happened to be ‘ raftered ’ in May, thus pointing 
to the advantage of early working on this class of land. 

“ Of the total area of 166 acres, 82 acres are already under 
crop, 35 acres are being baTe-faUowed in preparation for wheat 
next autunon, and 49 acres are still in grass. 

“The transformation effected on this land reflects the 
greatest credit on the management. Many difficulties have 
been faced and overcome ; when the tilth was not good enough 
for one particular crop another has been substituted, with the 
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result that every possible acre is carr3ung a crop of some' kind, 
and a series of experiments is in progress which should be of 
the utmost value to agriculturists/’ 

€«•• No. s (Nampohlro).— This is a compact farm 600 acres 
in extent, mostly arable, and situated on clay or red loam of 
good quality overlying the chalk. For about 20 years before 
the War it had been occupied by successive owners, but pre- 
viously its rental value would probably have been 10 s. or 12 s. 
an acre. In 1916, when the farm was brought to the notice of 
the Board, the owner and occupier of the farm was a wealthy 
business man, who only occasionally visited his property, 
which was managed by his bailiff. A report made to the Board 
in February, 1917, showed that the farm was then in a deplorable 
condition, due to an utter lack of business management. There 
were 17 corn ricks on the farm of the harvest of 1914, 1915 and 
1916, all infested with vermin and rapidly wasting. The stock 
comprised 13 horses, 100 ill-conditioned sheep and 16 young 
cattle. There was an indifferent equipment of implements, 
including two serviceable grass cutters and two binders, but 
much of the machinery lying about was broken down or out of 
order. The arable land had been allowed^ to get extremely 
foul, and nearly 200 acres was stated to be in such a condition 
that only a summer fallow and a most thorough cleaning could 
possibly restore it, to a condition in which it could grow crops 
The labour on the farm, though scanty, was sufficient, properly 
directed, to have produced far better results. 

The farm was taken over by the Agricultural Executive 
Committee in March, 1917, and a bailiff installed, who worked 
under the direct supervision of the Committee’s Executive 
Officer. An inspection was made in June, 1918. Of the 
ploughed area, 400 acres were then under grain crops and 
100 acres under fallow. The wheat (210 acres) was growing 
on land which, with the exception of three or four acres, had 
been summer-fallowed the previous year. On the whole the 
crop looked very well, considering the nature of the soil and the 
state of the farm when taken over, and it was estimated to 
yield an average of about 4 qr. per acre The oats (116 acres) 
included 20 acres taken after old grass, and this crop had been 
badly thinned by wireworm ; the remainder was taken partly 
after old grass and partly after clover and old sainfoin leys, 
and was only a moderate crop, largely owing to the dense 
growth of charlock. Barley (49 acres), including 7 acres after 
a bare-fallow and 42 acres after oats, was moderate to good. 
Rye (13 acres) was a good crop and clean. Peas and beans 
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(13 acres) were thin and not promising, charlock being particu- 
larly dense on this field. The fallow land had been well worked, 
mainly by steam, and was clean. 

Owing to the extremely neglected condition of this farm when 
taken over by the Committee, it was not expected that a model 
farm would materialise in a short time. There is no doubt, 
however, that the condition of the farm is being rapidly im- 
proved, and the work is a useful object lesson to the district. 

Cue No. 6 (Kont).— This farm, comprising about 120 acres 
arable, 10 acres permanent pasture, and 100 acres of Down 
land, was taken over by the Agricultural Executive' Com- 
mittee in March, 1917. It had been occupied for 4 years by 
a man who had formerly been a coachman, and who possessed 
neither the capital, experience, nor ability to make a successful’ 
farmer. He seemed to have kept few stock of any kind, and 
to have regarded much of the land as uncultivable. About 
half of the Down land affords useful grazing, but no use what- 
ever was made of it. Hedges were overgrown and neglected, 
and fences and gates were allowed to fall to pieces Some idea 
of the neglected state of the farm may be gathered from the 
fact that a well-known valuer, appointed by the Committee to 
make an inspection, reported that it was not worth cultivating. 
Two members of the Committee, both local farmers, had, 
however, known the farm under better conditions, and on their 
recommendation the Committee decided to take it over. The 
tenant was allowed to remain in occupation of the farmhouse 
and to act as foreman, under the instructions of a member, of 
the Committee. 

The farm was inspected in August, 1918. The cropping of 
the arable land, which had been cleaned and well cultivated, 
was as follows ; — Wheat (47 acres), looking well and promising 

5 qr. per acre ; Oats (15 acres), a good crop, expected to yield 

6 qr. per acre ; Barley (25 acres), somewhat short in straw, but 
estimated at nearly 4 qr. per acre ; Peas (14 acres), a fair crop 
being harvested in good condition ; Clover (6 acres), had 5fielded 
a good cut, and the aftermath was exceptionally good ; Vetches 
(14 acres) were sown on a poor, thin upland field that had been 
covered with short, mossy herbage ; there was a fair standing 
crop of well-podded plants that should furnish excellent seed. 
About 18 acres of the foulest ground are being thoroughly 
fallowed. 

The following extract from the Inspector’s report may ,be 
quoted ; — “It speaks well for the skill and attention of the man- 
agement that such a marvellous transformation should have 
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been effected in so short a time. . . . All concerned are 

to be congratulated on having accomplished a most useful 
piece of work with the minimum of expense, as well as of hard-- 
ship, to the former occupier and his family.” 

Cm* No. 7 (Loloostorohire). — In April, 1917, the Board’s 
attention was drawn to the fact that the keeping of this grass 
farm (iii acres) was advertised for sale, and it was suggested 
that some of the land ought to be ploughed up instead of the 
keeping being let from year to year, as had been customary 
The case was brought to the notice of the Executive Committee, 
and possession was taken of the farm on ist May, 1917. The 
whole area was ploughed up, and cropped in 1918 with wheat 
(95 acres), oats (6 acres), and potatoes (10 acres). The land 
was heavy, and considerable difficulty was experienced through 
want of drainage. Between 15,000 and 16,000 pipes were 
laid, and the ditches were all cleaned out and the hedges cut 
down. When inspected in July, 1918, the crops looked 
extremely well and the land was very clean. A field of 20 
acres, which was mostly under gorso when the Committee took 
possession, was carrying a crop of wheat estimated at 7 qr. 
per acre. The oats were in every way an excellent crop. No 
manure had been used on the farm except 2 tons of sulphate of 
ammonia for the potatoes ; these had been planted late, but 
looked very promising. Having regard to the original condition 
of the fiirm, the Inspector described the results obtained as 
wonderful. 

Case No. 8 (Norfolk).— This farm of 350 acres, of which 295 
acres are arable and 55 acres permanent grass, was taken in hand 
by the Agricultural Executive Committee in February, 1917. 
At that time only about 12 acres were ploughed, most of the 
farm being in outrun leys or derehet. A small herd of dairy 
cows was kept, but they were of bad type and most of them had 
to be weeded out by the Committee and replaced. Si'ed of the 
rarer pasture plants, e.g., burnet, chicory, and tall fescue, and 
of cruciferous green crops had been grown in a somewhat 
haphazard way and left down for two or three years, with 
the result that the ground had become full of weeds. 
Requests to clean the land and grow corn were ignored, and 
the Committee therefore stepped in. The owner-occupier was 
not short of capital, and it was arranged that the Committee 
should farm the land with his money. 

The work of reclaiming the farm was put in hand at once. 
Hedges and ditches received attention ; gates were purchased 
and suitably hung. Essential repairs were done to the farm 
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buildings, which were in a very dilapidated condition. Of 
the five cottages on the farm, only one was habitable, two were 
past repair, and the other two were made habitable by the 
Committee. An adequate stock of implements was purchased, 
or hired. An inspection of the farm was made on 14th August, 
1918. On that date, 194 acres were carrying cereal crops ; 
there were 59 acres of roots, 7 acres oats and vetches, 28 acres 
clover and rye-grass, and 5 acres bare fallow. Of the cereals, 
the wheat crop (85 acres) was excellent, and promised to yield 
5 qr. per acre ; the barley 5 to 5I qr. ; the oats varying from 
4 to 6 qr. A rough valuation of these crops, assuming 80s. 
a qr. for wheat, 60s. for barley, and 48s. for oats, showed a total 
estimate of over £ 3,000 as the value of the grain grown in that 
year. The roots were a little gappy, but otherwise promising, 
and were exceptionally clean. The “ seeds " had 3nelded about 
I J tons of hay per acre, and there was a good aftermath. The 
Inspector, in commenting on the exceedingly healthy and 
prosperous condition of the farm, remarks that the financial 
results of the Committee’s occupation should be eminently 
satisfactory. 

GaM No. 9 (Rutland).— A preliminary examination of a 
Park was made by one of the Board’s Technical Advisers in 
June, 1917. The Park extends to about 900 acres, ’about half 
of which is rather densely wooded, too steep, or in other ways 
unsuitable for immediate cultivation. The remainder was at 
that time used for grazing for deer and rabbits, along with a 
few cattle and horses, and was generally in a very rough state. 
While recognising the difficulties in respect of the fencing neces- 
sary, and the fact that the jdeld of grain in 1918 would probably 
be low, the Department felt that it was not desirable that such 
a large area of grass land should be left practically unproductive, 
and agreed that an attempt should be made to crop a consider- 
able area of the better ground in 1918. In October a more 
detailed examination of the land was made by the Technical 
Adviser, and an area of 250 acres was selected as suitable for 
ploughing during the winter. 

The Park was again visited on 15th August, 1918. Nearly 
300 acres had been fenced in. and about 200 acres had been 
broken up. 'The whole of this land was tractor-ploughed in 
January, February and March. Owing to the coarse herbage, 
which was not burnt off, the ploughing was done very roughly, 
but the land was subsequently well disc-harrowed three or four 
times, and rolled with a heavy tractor-roUer four tim^ (once 
before and thrice after sowing) so that a firm and satisfactory 
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seed-bed was obtained. It was not possible to begin sowing 
till April, and though the corn came up well it suffered severely 
from drought. The wheat crop (37 acres) was moderate, and 
looked like yielding 4 to 6 sacks an acre. Barley (150 
acres) had suffered from drought, and was not expected to 
average more than 5 sacks per acre. The whole of the corn 
land was, however, quite clean, and in good condition for 1919 
crops. On the whole, the returns from the land were likely 
to be much better than one would have expected in view of the 
lateness of sowing and the character of the season, and the 
outlook for the whole scheme was regarded as distinctly 
promising. 

In December, 1918, the Board asked the Executive Com- 
mittee to submit an estimate of the net result of their cultiva- 
tion of this land for the two seasons 1918 and 1919, including 
on the “ Receipts ” side of the account the estimated proceeds 
of the 1919 crops, and on the “ Expenses ” side the amoimts 
paid by way of compensation to the owner and tenant. The 
estimate submitted by the Committee showed that expenses 
in the two years would be practically covered by the receipts, 
making no allowance for the value of the fencing. 

CaM No. 10 (Somaroot). — ^This farm was brought to the notice 
of the Board in July, 1917, by the Agricultural Executive 
Committee, who described it as a “ notorious case,” and urged 
that anything short of strong action would have a very preju- 
dicial effect in the district. The farm comprises 286 acres, 
of which about 164 acres were occupied by the owner, and the 
remainder (all grass) let out for grazing. The land was in an 
absolutely derelict condition when taken over ; the arable 
land (upwards of 40 acres) was full of weeds and had not been 
cropped for two to five years ; the fences in bad repair and over- 
grown with docks, brambles and thistles ; the buildings needed 
repairing. With the Board’s approval, possession of the greater 
part (164 acres) was taken in August, 1917, and of the remainder 
a few weefe later, and it was decided to make use of the farm as 
a training centre for soldiers. 

The farm was inspected in August, 1918. A very large 
amount of work had been done by the Committee in repairing 
the buildings, mending roads, restoring the fences and clearing 
out ditches, etc. Of the total area of 286 acres, 57 acres, prac- 
tically inaccessible from the homestead, had been let off in two 
small holdings. Of the remainder, 70 acres were under corn, 
roots and potatoes, and 29 acres of grass had been mown for 
hay ; tiie rest was permanent grass, mostly of very inferior 
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qaaUty. Of the arable land, 24 acres of barley, following 
partly old and partly temporary pasture, would have been a 
very good crop but for damage done by rabbits ; 15 acres of 
oats following old pasture and derelict arable were quite satis- 
factory for the class of land, and promised 5 qr. per acre ; 2 
acres of mangolds were fair. The potatoes (28J acres) had 
been taken mainly on derelict land full of couch and all kinds of 
weeds, and had been cultivated under difficulties, but the land 
had been got comparatively clean and the crop was a very fair 
one considering the circumstances. The method of planting 
adopted was intere-sting ; the land was tractor-ploughtd with 
a threc-furrow' plough, and the potatoes were put in every 
third furrow. 

The decision to use the farm as a training centre for soldiers 
was fully justified by the results Accommodation had been 
found for 30-40 men at a time. During the 6 months previous 
to the inspection, between 70 and 80 had been trained and sent 
out. The Inspector reported that in his opinion great credit 
was due to the management for the way in which, with quite 
unskilled labour, the condition of the farm had been so greatly 
improved since the Comfnittee’s occupation. 

Case No. 11 (ttaffordahire).— The condition of this farm, of 
113 acres, was brought to the notice of the Agricultilral Execu- 
tive Committee in March, 1917. One of the Committee’s 
Executive Officers visited the farm and reported to the effect 
that it was the most derelict he had ever seen ; that a consider- 
able area was suffering from want of drains or defective drainage ; 
that about 90 acres of the land should be arable, but had 
apparently not been cultivated for several years, and was over- 
run with squitch grass, some of which appeared to have been 
mown ; and that the only stock on the farm were 8 or 10 cattle 
and about the same number of horses. This report was con- 
firmed by a Sub-Committee of the Executive Committee, who 
visited the farm a week later. A further inspection by members 
of the Executive Committee was made in July, as the result of 
which application was made to the Board for authority to enter 
on and take possession of the land. The position was compli- 
cated by the fact that the land WJ^ glebe, and further by the 
resignation of the incumbent, so that while the Board sanc- 
tioned the entry on the land by the Committee, they expressed 
the view that the case might be dealt with more satisfactorily 
by authorising the determination of the tenancy of the existing 
occupier, thus enabling the Committee to approach the owner 
with a view to making satisfactory arrangements for the re- 
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letting of the land. Meantime, however, little improvement 
had been made by the tenant in the cultivation of the land, 
and at the request of the Committee an inspection was made 
by one of the Department’s Teclmical Advisers in February, 
1918. His report emphasised the deplorably neglected state 
of the faim, and the Board thereupon suggested that the 
Committee should take possession, and arrange for its cultiva- 
t on. The Committee entered on the farm in March, 191S. 

The farm was again visited by a representative of the Depart- 
ment on 30th August, 1918. S nee tak ng possession, the 
( ommittee had ploughed up the whole of the arable land that 
had not been sown at the time of entry, amounting altogether 
to about 40 acres. It was steam-tackled in the spring, and 
most of it had been ploughed and cultivated nine times during 
the summer. Most of the land had been made fairly clean, 
and the intention was to plough it all once again and sow with 
wheat in autumn. Of the 60 acres of grass, about 16 acres 
had been mown, and the remainder let for grazing. An effort 
was to be made to improve the grass by the application of 
basic slag. The ditches had been cleaned out, and a consider- 
able amount of fencing done. The farm was clearly in much 
better order than when taken over, and it was evident that the 
arable land should yield satisfactoiy crc)])s in 1919. 

Case No, 12 (East Suffolk).— This farm of 148 acres, including 
about 108 acres arable, was taken over by the Committee in 
June, 1917. It had been purchased by the occupier about 
5 years previously, when it was in fair order, but had since been 
allowed to fall into a deplorable condition. A report of an 
inspection made by the Board’s Commissioner for the district 
in May, 1917, included the following remarks : — " Very little 
of this land is like producing a crop. It appears to be wet in 
many parts, and there is an absence of any regular system of 
cropping. There were four horses on the farm, one of which 
was a fair, useful animal, the other three very inferior. There 
is a good house empty, and a good cottage empty. Buildings 
generally are out of repair and very dilapidated.” The soil 
is boulder day : free-workjng two-horse land well adapted for 
corn-growing, but the production of wheat in 1917 was only 
103 coombs, at the rate of 4 to 4 J sacks per acre. 

The farm was inspected in July, 1918. The hedges and 
ditches had been attended to, and much of the land had been 
fallowed and prepared for corn in 1918. A i2-acre*grass field 
had been broken up and sown, part with oats and part with 
beans. The cropping of the arable land (120 acres;) included 
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70 acres of cereals, 6 acres of clover hay, 13 acres beans and 
peas, 3 acres mangolds, 6 acres of potatoes and 22 acres bare 
fallow. The wheat (50 acres) was some of the best in the 
county, estimated to yield 5 to 7 qr. per acre ; barley (16 acres), 
a fair, average crop ; oats {4 acres), had partly failed and were 
rejfdaced by potatoes ; beans, peas and mangolds were good. 
The wheat crop was expected to yield between 500 and 600 
coombs, or five times the production of the jffevious year. The 
faDow was being well worked in preparation for autumn corn. 
The general condition of the land was very satisfactory, and 
there was ample evidence of improvement. 

Cbm No. 13 (Warwlolioliira).— This land was brought to the 
notice of the Board in the summer of 1917. The area consisted 
of a farm of about 160 acres, which had been in the tenant’s 
occupation for 27 years, and was entirely in grass, except for 
a neglected field of about 9 acres ; and of an adjoining farm of 
about 305 acres, over which the same tenant had shooting 
rights, but which, except for this, was unlet and unoccupied, 
and had not been farmed for 30 years. In a report to the 
Agricultural Executive Committee the latter farm was described 
as generally overgrown with thorn bushes and infested with 
rabbits, while the ground was covered with worthless herbage. 
The stock on the tenanted farm comprise^ 9 cows (7 in milk), 
12 calves, 2 ponies and i carthorse, all being in very poor 
condition. The tenant worked the farm without any outside 
labour. The farm buildings and cottages were either in bad 
repair or derelict. The whole area (465 acres) was stated to 
have been previously let at a rental of £500 a year, and the late 
tenant had grown ^ bush, of wheat per acre on part of the 
land. With the Board’s approval the Executive Committee 
took possession of the entire area, and immediately set about 
the work of reclamation and cultivation. The work was done 
entirely by means of prisoner labour, for which a camp with 
accommodation for about 100 prisoners was formed on the farm. 

The first operation that the Committee had to undertake was 
to clear the land ; this they did by cutting down the bush in 
the first instance, and then systematically uprooting the stumps 
with steam tackle. In this way they cleared close upon 100 
acres in 1917, and cropped it with beans (27 acres), oats and 
barley (60 acres), and potatoes (9 acres), ^^^en the farm was 
inspected on 3rd September, 1918, the potatoes were looking 
very well,-the beans had been a very good crop, the oats and 
barley had not been so successful, the latter, particularly, being 
disappointing. The work of clearing proceeded throughout 
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the winter of 1917-18, and an additional 270 acres of the arable 
land was ploughed early in the summer of 1918. It was then 
steam-cultivated two or three times and cleared, with the 
intention of sowing the whole area with autumn wheat. 

In reporting on his visit, the Inspector states : — “ The hedges 
which had run wild and could hardly be distinguished from the 
‘ bush,' have all been cut down to the ground, and many 
hundred yards of ditches have been opened' and cleared. The 
work has been carried out under the direction of a member of 
the Executive Committee, with the assistance of a resident 
bailiff. The clearing of the farm and bringing it back to cul- 
tivation was a very big undertaking indeed, and the Committee 
de.serve the greatest credit for what they have been able to 
accomplish." 

Previous to taking over this land its letting value was just 
its sporting or shooting value, about 5s. per acre ; to-day the 
Committee consider that its letting value is 20s. per acre. 

Caeo No. 14 (Woroestorahire).— This farm consists of 180 acres, 
of which 89 acres are arable and the rest grass. Possession was 
taken by the Agricultural Executive Committee on ist January, 
1918. Two directions as to cultivation were issued by the 
Committee in 1917, but were not complied with. The farm had 
previously been badly managed for some years, and when 
taken over was in a very bad state. 

The Committee appointed a bailiff, who occupies the farm- 
house and manages the farm under their instructions. About 
40 acres of the grass land were let for grazing during the summer 
at the highly satisfactory price of £5 per acre. Of the re- 
mainder, 21 acres were reserved for hay, the other 40 acres 
being grazed. When inspected on 30th May, 1918, the stock 
available for this were 18 young Hereford cattle, 20 ewes with 
lambs, I cow and calf, and 9 horses. The stock were of a good 
class, and were as much as the land could be expected to carry. 
A good deal of work had been done in repairing tlie hedges 
round the pasture fields. The arable land is heavy clay — 4 or 
5-horse land. For the most part it had been decided to fallow 
the land, owing to its extremely foul condition. Oats had been 
taken on 8 acres, but did not promise more than half a crop ; 

acres of roots were clean and promised a fair plant ; 23 
acres of barley, following 3-year old seeds, were looking well 
on the whole. The fallows were being well worked, and 
promised to be successful. 

The concluding paragraph of the Inspector’s report may 
be quoted : — " Considering what must have been the state 
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of the farm when taken over by the Committee, and the 
character of the land, the work was well forward, and the 
management appears to be sound and energetic. There can 
be no doubt that the farm is being rapidly inproved, and that 
the proposals for dealing with it are on the right lines.” 

esM No. 1 B (Vorkshiro). This refers to a Common of very 
considerable extent, of which about 200 acres have been dealt 
with by the Agricultural Executive Committee. Of this area, 
76 acres were enclosed and cultivated in igi8. The land was on 
a comparatively gentle slope, but the surface was irregular 
and a certain amount of levelling and grubbing of bushes was 
necessary before ploughing could be carried out. The soil was 
a sandy loam of fair quality and naturally dry ; the herbage 
was of a benty character, with a considerable proportion of 
bracken. 

Work was not started until 20th March, igi8, after which 
date two tractors were kept constantly at work. About 4(5 
acres were sown with oats towards the end of May. The culti- 
vation for these consisted of tractor ploughing, repeated disc- 
harrowing, and two or three rollings with a Cambridge roller. 
A top dressing of ^ cwt. nitrate of soda (or sulphate of ammonia) 
and 2 cwt. fish manure was applied about the middle of June. 
Sowing was done by a disc drill at the rate of 14 stones per 
acre. Germination was regular and there was little or no sign 
of attack by wireworm, but growth was checked for some time 
by drought. When inspected on 20th August, 1918, the crop 
was rapidly ripening, and seemed likely to produce about 
4 qr. an acre. The remaining area, 28 or 30 acres, had been 
planted with potatoes. The land for this crop had been 
ploughed, repeatedly disc-harrowed, and then ridged up in 
shallow ridges so as not to disturb the underlying sod more 
than could be helped. Any sods turned up were pulled into 
the rows by hoes. No manure was applied in the rows, but 
I cwt. sulphate of ammonia and 2 cwt. superphosphate per 
acre were applied after hoeing and before ridging up. At the 
time of the Inspector’s visit the crop looked well, considering 
the lateness of ploughing ; it was quite clean, and promised 
about 5 tons per acre. 

. The whole area of 76 acres was enclosed during the summer 
with a post and 5-rail fence, the timber for which was secured 
at a local saw-mill for about is. a yard. To intercept water 
flowing on to the area from the higher ground to the north a 
ditch had been di^. The headlands had been well ploughed. 
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and a good workmanlike job had been made of the whole under- 
taking. A shed was erected, by prisoner labour, from timber 
cut out of trees purchased locally, which would also provide 
the fencing required for the area to be brought under crop 
for 1919. 


POTATO-SPRAYING EXPERIMENTS 
AT WYE COLLEGE, 1918. 

E S. Salmon and H. Wormald, 

Research Department, South-Eastern Agric. College, Wye, Kent. 

At the request *of the Food Production Department of the 
Board of Agriculture, potato-spraying experiments on plots 
of a considerable size were carried out on the farm at Wye 
College during 1918. The object of these experiments was to 
compare the relative efficiency of two and tlrree applications 
of Burgundy mixture. A small grant was given for the purpose. 
In order to make the experiments more instructive, plots of 
the same size were sprayed with Bordeaux mixture and with 
a new copper-containing mixture, in which sodium silicate 
replaced the washing soda. 

Plan of the Cxporimento. — ^As shown in the plan at p. 276, 
the field used for the potato-spraying experiments was divided 
into 22 plots ; 18 of these consisted of 16 rows and were each 
i acre in area, while the remaining 4 plots, of 8 rows, were the 
" control ” (unsprayed) plots, and were | acre each. The 
variety was Great Scot (i year from Scotland) throughout, 
and the whole field was uniform as regards the previous 
cropping, cultivation, tnanuring, etc. 

Mixturaa llaad and thair Mathad of Praparation. — The mixtures 
used for spraying were Bordeaux mixture. Burgundy mixture, 
<• sodium silicate” Bordeaux, and the powder " Strawsonite.” 

Stock solutions of copper sulphate and of washing soda, at the rate 
of 2 lb. to I gal. water and milk of lime ” at i lb. of quicklime to the 
gal. were prepared as follows : The stock solutions were made in 
barrels to hold 20 or 40 gal., the barrels having been carefully measured 
and marked at the 20-gal. or 40-gal. level. To make 20 gal. of the copper 
sulphate stock solution, 40 lb. of copper sulphate wete weighed out and 
placed in a barrel to which water was then added to the 20-gal. mark ; 
after a few stirrings at intervals the copper sulphate was dissolved. 
The soda stock solution was similarly prepared. To make 20 gal. of 
milk of lime, 20 lb. of freshly-burnt quicklime were placed in a barrel 
and a few gallons of water gradually added until the lumps broke down to 
form a thick, creamy paste ; more water was then added until the 20- 
gal. mark was reached. This milk of lime was well stirred each time 
immediately before use* 
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The Burgundy and sodium silicate Bordeaux mlxtitres were made up 
in large wooden vats and the Bordeaux mixtures in gahnousedoiron 
tanks, marked at the loo gal. level. They were prepared in the foUowkig 
manner : — 

I per cent. Burgundy Mixture, Formula — 

Copper Sulphate . . . . lo lb. 

Washing Soda . . . . . . . . 12^ lb. 

Water . . . . . . . . . . 100 gal, 

88} gal. of water were placed in the vat, 5 gal, of copper sulphate 
stock solution were added, then 6 J gal. of soda stock solution were added 
gradually and well stirred in. 

1*4 per cent. Burgundy Mixture, Formula — 

Copper Sulphate . . . . . . 14 lb. „ 

Washing Soda .. .. .. .. lyjlb. 

Water . . . . * . . . . 100 gaJ. 

This was prepared similarly, in the following proportions : 84 J gal. 
of water ; 7 gal. of copper sulphate stock solution ; 8| gal. of soda 
stock solution. 

Both the Burgundy mixtures, as soon as made, were tested 
with blue litmus paper, and gave the neutral reaction. It was 
noticed, however, that blue litmus paper, when floated in these 
mixtures, changed after some time to a pinkish colour. Both 
these mixtures proved dangerous to potato foliage and caused 
scorching (see p. 272).* 

I per cent Bordeaux Mixture, Formula — 

Copper Sulphate . . . . . . . . 10 lb. 

Quicklime .. • .. 6 „ 

Water . . . . . . . . . 100 gal. 

89 gal. of water were placed in the tank. 6 gal. of milk of lime were 
added, then 5 gal, of copper sulphate stock solution were poured into the 
centre and the mixture stirred. 

1*4 per cent, Bordeaux Mixture, Formula — 

Copper Sulphate . . . . . . . . 14 lb. 

Quicklime . . . . .... 9 ,, 

Water . . . . . . . . . . 100 gal. 

Tills was prepared similarly, in the following proportions : 84 gal. 
of water ; 9 gal. of milk of lime : 7 gal. of copper sulphate stock solution. 

Sodium Silioate Bordeaux Mixture, — ^This was prepared in the 
same way as Burgundy mixture, except that sodium silicate 
was used in place of the soda stock solution. The amount of 
sodium silicate used was equivalent, in terms of Na^O, to the 
washing soda of the 1*4 per cent Burgundy mixture. A 
flocculent precipitate is formed which remains in suspension a 
remarkably long time. Under some conditions of mixing the 
mixture obtained is able to be strained through a fine-mesh 
strainer ; under other conditions, however, the precipitate 
tends to become gelatinous, and the mixture cannot be strained. 

♦ These two Burgundy mixtures, jjrepared from stock solutions in exactly 
the same manner, caused no scorching in the spraying experiments with 
British Queen at Mailing. (See this Journal, April, Z919, p. 71). 
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The mixture made on the above formula, although satisfying 
the litmus test when freshly mixed, proved injurious to the 
foliage in much the same way as the Burgundy mixtures 
(see p. 272). 

Method of AppHoatton. — ^The mixtures were applied by means of 
a manual spraying machine on wheels with a capacity of 12 gal. 
Four men were employed, one at the pump, two doing the 
actual spraying, and the fourth carrying the mixture in pails 
from the vats or tanks to the machine. The spra5nng machine 
was fitted with two lengths of hose, 14 ft. long, with a 6-ft. 
bamboo rod at the end. Eight rows of potatoes could thus be 
sprayed at a time, four rows on each side of the furrow along 
which the machine was wheeled. At the second and third 
sprayings the haulm had to be turned back with poles from the 
furrows which were to serve as gangways for the machine. 
At the first spraying the plants were very thorouglily sprayed, 
each plot receiving approximately 90 gal. of mixture (about 
360 gal. to the acre) ; at the later sprayings 50 gal. only were 
applied to each plot. 

It may be pointed out here that this type of machine is very 
useful for securing the thorough spraying of an area of potatoes, 
* ^.g., 2 to 5 acres, which is too large for treatment with knapsacks 
(without the danger of causing discontent among the men) and 
too small for the economic use of a horse potato*sprayer. 

The powder {'* Strawsonite was applied at the rate of 

lb. to the plot, by means of the Vermorel Torpille knaj>- 
sack pump (double action), early in the morning while dew was 
still on the leaves. 

Weather Conditions at Time of Spraylner- — Spraying commenced 
on 19th July when Plots i and 22 were sprayed. On the 
following day Plot 2 was sprayed, and about f of Plot 21, when 
a heavy thunderstorm broke, and the remaining ^ was not 
sprayed until the 22nd. On 24th July, when Plot 19 was 
sprayed, there was a strong south wind, so that 2 1 rows of the 
control plot to the north of it received some of the spray. A 
short shower occurred soon after Plot 18 was sprayed and tl:c 
east end of the 8 rows on the south side of the plot were washed 
with rain before they were thoroughly dry. On 26th July, 
when Plot 4 was sprayed, there were short, sharp showers during 
the actual spraying, followed soon afterwards by other showers 
and by heavy downpours on the 27th. When Plot 5 (sodium 
silicate Bordeaux) was sprayed, there was difficulty in straining 
the mixture ; the machine had to be overhauled when the plot 
was about h^f done and the spraying had to be finished on the 
following day 
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The other days on which the plots were sprayed were quite 
favourable for the work, being generally warm and fair with 
slight breezes, but on 28th August, when Plot ii (Powder) was 
treated for the third time, the weather was rather showery after 
the powder had been put on. 

ObMnmtkNW on tho Sproyod and Controlled Plota. — Blight {'Phy- 
tophthora infestans) was first noticed on 2nd August in a patch 
extending into Plots ii and 12. From the size of the outbreak 
it is most probable that the disease had first appeared a week 
or more earlier. At the time the outbreak was noticed Plot 12 
had not been sprayed. On 3rd August a similar outbreak was 
noticed in the Control Plot 15. The influence which these eai'ly 
outbreaks of the disease had on the general health for the season 
of the plots in which they occurred, and also in the adjoining 
plots, is referred to in the following observations made on the 
various jflots during the season ; — 


1 

No. 

nf 

^^1 vf llTP 

Dates 

of 

Results of Observations. 

UI 

Plot. 


Spray- 

ings. 

27th August. 

27th September. 

I 

I % Bur- 
gundy 
twice. 

July ig 
Aug. 8 

Slight scorching injury; 
no blight. 

Blight general on the 
leaves and occasion- 
ally whole stem des- 
troyed ; disease evi- 
dently ** on the run*' ; 
most abundant on 
young foliage, but 
occurring also on the 
older. 

2 

i*4%Bnr- 

gundy 

twice. 

July 20 
Aug. 9 

Severe scorching injury; 
no blight. 

Practically as above. 

i 3 

Control 

i 

j 


No evidence of damage 
from any early attack 
of blight ; disease 
now appearing fairly 
generally on young 
growth, and " on the 
run.” j 

All the leaves black- 
ened and dead, but 
the stems themselves 
mostly green still. 

4 

I *4% Bor- 
deaux 
twice. 

July 26 
Aug. 9 

No scorching of the i 
leaves ; no Wight. 

Blight “on the run** 
on some plants ; on 
others just beginning ; 
on the whole less dis- 
ease than in Plots i 
and 2. 

5 

1-4% 

Sodium 

Silicate 

Bordeaux 

twice. 

July 29 
Aug. 10 

Severe scorching of the 
leaves, *^6 margins of 
most l^ing blackened 
and dead ; amount of 
injury about equal to 
that in Plot 2 ; no 
blight. 

Disease general on the 
young foliage ; per- 
haps slightly worse 
than Plots i and 2, 
and decidedly worse 
than Plot 4. 

6 

- 

Burgundy 
3 times. 

July 31 

Aug. 13 
Aug. 29 

Severe scorching, as in 
the other Burgundy 
plots. 

Trace of blight on the 
young leaves. 
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No. 

of 

Plot. 

Mixture. 

Dates 

of 

Spray- 

ings. 

7 

1*4% 

July 31 


Bordeaux 

Aug. 13 


3 times. 

Aug. 2g 

8 

Control 

— 

9 

1% Bor- 

Aug. I 

8c 

deaux 

Aug. 17 

10 

twice. 

II 

Powder 

July 30 


3 times. 

Aug. 6 


' 

Aug. 28 

12 

1% Bor- 

Aug. 2 

& 

deaux 

Aug. 19 

13 

twice. 


14 

Powder 

July 31 


3 times. 

Aug 7 
Aug. 29 

i 

15 

1 

Control 

1 

16 

I *4% Bur- 

i 

July 30 1 


gundy 

Aug. 12 : 

1 

3 times, 

1 

1 

Aug. 29 

1 


Results of Observations. 


27th August. 


27th September, 


No scorching of the 
leaves ; no blight. 

As in Plot 3 . . 


No scorcliing of the 
leaves ; no blight. 

Blight ** on the run ” 
on the late growth, but 
less severe than on the 
control Plots 3 and 8. 
Slight damage from 
early attack of blight ; 
merest trace of 
disease on the late 
growth at east end of 
plot ; elsewhere no 
injury from blight. 
Severe attack of blight 
at east end of plot, 
but not quite so severe 
as in adjoining control 
Plot {No. 15). Else- 
where no evidence of 
early attack, but 
blight ** on the run;'* 
numerous diseased 
spots (growing) on the 
younger leaves. 

Blight severe through- 
out plot and obvious- 
ly ^ on the run ; " 
damage most severe 
towards east end of 
plot, where the stems 
of some plants were 
dead ; blight less se- 
vere in remaining part. 
Severe scorching injury 
of the leaves through- 
out plot, resulting in 
death of edges and tips 
of leaves, with in- 
rolling of margins. 
Severe injury from 
early attack of blight 
at east end of plot, 
where the lower leaves 
of many plants were 
killed. Occasionally 
single leaflets higher 
up the stem also des- 
troyed in this part of 
plot. Elsewhere no 
damage by blight, 
except that disease 
was just starting (as 
a mere trace) on the 
young fresh growth. 


Trace of blight on the 
young leaves. 

All the leaves blacken- 
ed and dead ; a few j 
stems also destroyed. 

Blight fairly general on 
the young foliage, ob- 
viously ” on the run." 

The leaves almost all 
blackened and dead 
from blight ; a few 
still green. 

Trace of blight on i 
youn^ foliage ; only 
occasionally severer 
attacks. 


More than half the 
leaves destroyed by 
blight. 


All the leaves dead ; 
many stems also dead. 


Trace of blight on 
young leaves. 
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STo. 

of 


Dates 

of 

Results of Observations. 

Rot. 


Spray- 

ings. 

27th August. 

27th September. 

17 

I *4% Bor- 
deaux 

3 times. 

July 30 
Aug. 12 
Aug. 29 

No scorching of leaves 
Early attack of blight 
at east end of plot as 
in Plot 16. but less 
severe. Merest trace 
of blight in rest of plot. 

Trace of blight on 
young leaves. 

i8 

1*4% Bor 
deaux 
twice. 

July 24 
Aug. 7 

No scorching injury ; 
mere trace of blight 
just starling on the 
leaves formed since 
the last spraying. 

Blight '* on the run 
on some plants, on 
others just beginning ; 
on the whole disease 
less general than in 
the Burgundy plots. 

19 

1*4% 

Sc'idnim 

silicate 

Bordeaux 

t\\dcc. 

July 24 
Aug 10 

Severe scorching injury, 
most of the leaves 
with dead blackened 
margins ; amount of 
injury about equal to 
that of 1*4 per cent. 
Burgundy. Merest 

trace of blight 

Blight genera] on the 
leaves and cccasion- 
ally sicms wilhering ; 
evidently " on the 
run on young foli- 
age ; occurring also 
on the older leaves. 

20 

1 

Control 

1 


Blight fairly general at 
cast end of plot, but 
usually only causing 
patches on the leaves 
or killing whole leave s; 
very few plants with 
the stems nearly cles- 
tioyed. Blight less 
severe towards west 
end of plot. 

All the leaves dead 
and many stems also 
destroyed. 

21 

i 

1 

1% Bur- 
gundy 
twice. 

1 

July 20 
Aug. 7 

1 

Distinct scorching in- 
jury on leaves, but less 
severe than in Plot 22; 
the amount of scorch- 
ing not sufficient to 
cause any serious 
damage ; mere trace 
of blight. 

Blight general on the 
leaves and occasion- 
ally causing the stems 
to wilher ; evidently 
“ on the run ” ; most 
abundant on young 
folieige but recurring 
also on the older 
leaves 

22 1 

i 

1 

i*4%Bur.l 

gundy 

twice. 

I 

July 19 
Aug. 9 

1 

1 

1 

1 

1 

1 

Severe and injurious 
scorching of the leaves 
often resulting in the 
blackening and death 
of the edges and tips 
of the leaves ; mere 
trace of blight on 
isolated leaflets ; no 
signs of blight spread - 
ing ; no dead stems 

As in Plot 21. 

! 


Yield* of Plots and Rosults of tpraylngr*— The following table 
gives the actual yield, as weighed in the field when the crop was 
lifted in October, of the total crop (8 rows) of the control plots, 
aind of the 8 middle rows of each sprayed plot, and also the 
weights of the ware and of the " blights,” and the percentage 
of each in the total crop. 
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Table I. 








Per- 



Per- 

Mixture. 

Plot. 

Total 

Crop. 

Ware. 

cen- 

tage 

of 

Blights. 

cen- 

tage 

ot 







Ware 



Blights 

1% Burgundy 


cwl 

Ib 

I c wt . 

11) 

84-1 

cwl . 

lb 


twice . . 

I 

37 

96 

31 

94 

0 

102 

2*4 


21 

3 » 

46 

34 

84 

90*3 

0 

32 

0*7 

1*4% Burgundy 


76 

3 « 

66 

66 

87-3 

I 

22 

1*6 






86*0 




twice . . 

2 

3 h 

5 

31 

0 

0 

77 

1*9 


22 

36 

4 

32 

0 

88*9 

0 

14 

0*3 



72 

9 

b 3 

0 

87-4 

0 

91 

1*1 

Conlrc^l . . 

3 

H 3 

12 

36 

59 

84-7 

I 

5 ^'> 

3*5 


20 

37 

78 

32 

0 

84*9 

1 ' 

0 

2*6 

1*4% Bordeaux 


80 

90 

68 


84-8 

2 


3*1 

4 

43 

80 

38 

58 

88*1 

0 

30 

0*6 

twice . , 


18 

39 

3 

34 

0 

87*1 

0 

21 

0*5 

I *4 % Sodium 


82 

83 

72 

58 

87*6 

0 

51 

0-6 










Silicate Bor- 
deaux twice . . 

5 

3 (i 

72 

31 

56 

86-0 

0 

62 

1*5 


19 

35 

53 

3 « 

84 

86*7 

0 

14 

0*4 

1*4% Burgundy 


72 

13 

62 

28 

86* s 

0 

76 

0*9 






87*2 




thrice 

6 

37 

20 

32 

46 

0 

10 

0*2 


16 

34 

3 

30 

70 

90*0 

0 

10 

0*3 

1*4% Bordeaux 


71 

23 

63 

4 

88*3 

0 

20 

0*3 






86*1 




thrice 

7 

44 

13 

38 

0 

0 

52 

1*1 


17 

36 

54 

32 

84 

89*8 

0 

10 

0*2 



80 

67 

70 

84 

87*8 

0 

62 

0*7 

Control . . 

8 

39 

102 

33 

0 

82*7 

2 

18 

5*4 


15 

30 

70 

26 

0 

849 

0 

70 

2-0 

*'Strawsonite ” 


70 

60 

59 

0 

83*6 

2 

88 

3*9 










Powder thrice 

II 

40 

49 

32 

0 

79*1 

2 

77 

6-6 


14 

32 

58 

28 

5 ^ 

87*6 

0 

63 

1*7 

I % ^ Bordeaux 


72 

107 

60 

56 

82*9 

3 

28 

4*5 










twice . . 

9 

40 

18 

33 

84 

84*0 

0 

56 

1*2 


13 

38 

15 

32 

58 

85*2 

0 

37 

0*9 

I %~Bordeaux 


78 

33 

66 

28 

84-6 

0 

93 

I’l 










twice . . 

10 

41 

96 

35 

0 

83-6 

0 

76 

1*6 


12 

35 

57 

30 

0 

84’5 

0 

15 

0*4 



77 

41 

65 

0 

84*0 

0 

91 

I ’I 


2 u 
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It ^ be seen that in no plot was the amount of blighted 
tubers very great, the four control plots giving only 3-5, 2-6, 
5-4 and 2 -0 per cent, of “ blights.” Of the treated plots, No. 11, 
where powder was used, gave 6-6 per cent, of " bhghts,” while 
the other plot where powder was used gave only 1 7 per cent. 
The high percentage in Plot 11 is to be attributed to the early 
outbreak of the disease at the end of July (see above, p. 272), 
and to the fact that the powder treatment failed to check the 
disease in the satisfactory manner that spraying with i per cent. 
Bordeaux mixture did in the case of Plot 12, where, with 
exactly the same early outbreak of disease, there was only 
0-4 per cent, of “ blights.” 


Plan of Potato-spraying Experiments, Wye, ic)i8. 

Each unshaded plot had an area oi ^ acre ; each shaded plot (unsprayed) 
had an area of | acre. 
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The fungicidal effect of Bordeaux mixture was well shown 
in the four Plots 9, 10, 12, 13 — comprising an acre — ^which were 
sprayed twice with the i per cent, mixture ; here, notwith- 
standing the fact that the disease had already appeared in Plot 
12 before it was sprayed, and also that in Plot ii (adjoining 
Plot 10) which was treated with powder, the percentage of 
" blights ” was 6-6, the amount of " blight ” was only i-i per 
cent. The 1 4 per cent. Bordeaux mixture, applied either twice 
or three times, gave also a very low percentage of “ blights,” 
viz., 0-6 or 07. 













Fig I —One of Ihe plots being sprayed with the Manual Spraying Machine, described at p 271. 1 he machine, which is normally 

wheeled up the furrow, has been turned sideways for the purpose ol lieing photographed. 



Bordeaux mixture, on left Blot 9, sprayed twice with Bordeaux mixture, on right. 
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With regard to the fungicidal action of the Burgundy and 
sodium silicate Bordeaux mixtures, a difficulty arises in 
judging owing to the fact that a scorching action was shown, 
which killed or injured many of the leaves (see p. 272). 

The results of spraying as shown by the increased yield, or 
otherwise, of healthy tubers may now be noted. 

K the experimental ground be divided into northern and 
southern halves, and the sprayed plots compared with the 
nearest control plots, it is found that in the northern half of 
the field the highest yield of any sprayed plots is that given 
by Plots 4 and 18, where 1*4 per cent. Bordeaux mixture wa? 
applied twice. Here the crop of healthy tubers for the 8 middle 
rows of both plots was 82 cwt. 32 lb. as compared with 78 cwt. 
34 lb. for that of the control Plots 3 and 20 — an increase of 
3 cwt. no lb. The area of the 8 rows in each plot was J acre, 
or I acre for the two plots. The increase of healthy tubers 
due to spraying was, therefore, at the rate of 15 cwt. 104 lb. to 
the acre. 

All the other sprayed plots in the northern half, when 
compared with the control plots in this half of the field, showed 
a decrease both of total crop and crop of healthy tubers, the 
figures for the latter, computed for an acre, being as follows : — 

Cwt. Lb. 

I per cent. Burgundy, applied twice . . . . 12 104 

1.4 „ „ „ .... 28 16 

14 ,, Sodium Silicate Bordeaux, applied * 

twice . . . . . . . . 27 52 

It seems clear that this decrease in crop is to be attributed 
to the injurious action of the above mixtures on the foliage 
(see p. 272), although it may be noted here that the plots in 
the other half of the field (see below), sprayed three times with 
1*4 per cent. Burgundy mixture, gave an increased yield, 
although severe scorching injury was recorded. 

In the southern half of the field, the highest yield was in 
Plots 7 and 17, sprayed three times with 1-4 per cent. Bor dear, x 
mixture. Here the crop of healthy tubers from the 8 middle 
rows of both plots was 80 cwt. 5 lb., as compared with 67 cwt. 
84 lb. from the control Plots 8 and 15 — an increase of 12 cwt. 
33 lb., or 2 tons 9 cwt. 20 lb. to the acre. 

All the other sprayed plots in the southern half of the field 
also gave an increased yield over the unsprayed plots, as 
follows, the figures being computed for an acre : — 

C tilt. Lb. 

1*4 per cent. Burgundy Mixture, applied 3 times 13 12 
“ Strawsonite powder, applied 3 times . . 7 9-2 
I per cent. Bordeaux Mixture, applied tw:ce 38 96 

^ »9 •» 35 ^4 
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Summarising the restflts of all the spraying trials, the figures 
given below are obtained, as the increase, or decrease, of crop 
of healthy tubers per acre as compared with the crop of the 
respective control plots : — 

Increase, Decrease. 


Northern Half of Field. Cwt. Cwt. 

1*4 per cent. Bordeaux mixture, applied twice . . 16 — 

1*4 M Burgundy ,, ,, .. — 28^ 

1*4 „ Sodium Silicate Bordeaux, applied twice — 27I 

I ,, Burgundy mixture ,, — 13 

Southern Half of Field 


i’4 per cent. Bordeaux mixture, applied 3 times , . 49i — 

I .. „ 2 „ . . 38! — 

I .. M „ 2 „ 35i ' — 

1*4 „ Burgundy „ 3 . 13 — 

Powder (“ Si lawsonitc ”), applied 3 times . . . . yi — 

It will be noted that i 4 per cent. Bordeaux mixture applied 
twice gave results inferior to those obtained with i per cent.. 
Bordeaux mixture ; this is probably to be explained by the 
fact that the former was applied under adverse weather con- 
ditions, and the latter during weather favourable for spraying 
operations (see above, under “ Weather Conditions at Time of 
Spraying 

•ummary. — I. The use of Burgundy mixtures containing 
copper sulphate and washing soda in the ratio of i to on the 
Great Scot variety may result in severe scorching of the haulm. 
The same is true of the sodium silicate mixture. 

2. Under the same conditions Bordeaux mixture produced 
no scorching njury. 

3. The best results were obtained on the plots sprayed three 
times with i -4 per cent. Bordeaux mixture, the increase being 
at the rate of 2 tons 9 cwt. per acre. 
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REPORT OF THE EDUCATION BRANCH 
FOR THE YEARS 1917-18 and 1918-19.* 

This Report of the Education Branch deals with the grants 
made in respect of educational, advisory and research work 
during the two financial years ended March 31st, 1918, and 
March 31st, 1919, respectively, and with the progress made by 
the various Institutions and Local Education Authorities 
receiving these grants during the academic years ended 
September 30th, 1917, and September 30th, 1918 respectively. 
The period under review thus covers the time when the call on 
the youth of the country reached its highest pitch, and when, 
as a consequence, the work of the Institutions and Authorities 
suffered severely from the resulting dram on their staffs 
and pupils; while the end of the period witnessed the 
inauguration of schemes for the development of educational, 
advisory, and research work in agriculture as part of the 
general reconstruction of the civil administration of the 
country. 

The grants shown in the tables in this Report include, in 
some cases, instalments of the subsidies payable in respect of 
more than one educational year, and comparisons with the 
amounts paid in the previous year must, therefore, take account 
of adjustments which have sometimes to be made outside the 
financial years dealt with 

Higher Agricultural Education,— The grants to Institutions 
providing Higher Agricultural Education, which are made 
from the Board’s Parliamentary Vote were, during the War, 
reduced or withdrawn in certain cases, in obedience to 
Treasury injunctions, where the financial position of the 
Institution was such as to warrant that course Thus the total 
grants paid to these Institutions fell from ;{;’i6,i20 in 1915-16 
to 1,960 in 1916-17, ;^I2,077 .^14,756 in 

1918-19, the last-named total being swollen by an emergency 
grant of ;£^i,500 made to the South-Eastern Agricultural 
College, Wye, as a result of financial embarrassment due to 
causes attributable to the War. Three colleges suspended 
their activities during the War, viz. : the Royal Agricultural 
College, Cirencester, the Uckfield Agricultural College, and 
the Holmes Chapel College. It may be hoped that the first- 
named — the oldest college of its type in the country — may be 
re-opened to take its part in some form or other in the recon- 
struction of agricultural education. 

♦ Owiiiig to present conditions tto Annual Report is not being issued 
separately in its pre-war form. 
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The number of students attending long courses (degree, 
diploma, certificate, etc.) naturally showed a falling off from 
the pre-war standard of 1,200; the numbers were in 1916-17 
387, and in 1917-18 576, which compare favourably with the 
348 in 1915-16; the attendances in 1917-18 were e.g., at Read- 
ing, 1 13; Wye, 95; Harper Adams, 72; Swanley, 69; and the 
Midland College 41. No regular courses at all were given at 
Leeds, the staff being entirely free to assist the committees and 
organisations formed to promote increased food production; 
while at Oxford practically the whole staff were absent on 
war work; and the position at some other colleges was nearly 
as bad 

Table I. — Grants to Institutions for Higher Agricultural 

Education. 


Name of Institution and Work in respect of 

which a Grant was Paid, | 

Amount of Grant. 

1917-18. 

1918-19 

UmversUies and University Colleges — 

i 

i 

Aberystwyth, University College of Wales — 
Agriculture Instruction 

800 

1,000 

Bangor, University College of North Wales — 
Agricultural Instruction 

1,000 

f 

1,000 

Forestry Instruction . . 

250 

250 

Cambridge, University of — 

Agricultural Instruction . . * . . — . 

1,200 

» 

1,200 

Forestry Instruction . . 

250 

250 

Leeds, University of — 

Agricultural Instruction 

1,100 

1,100 

Newcastle -on *Tyne, Armstrong College — 
Agricultural Instruction 

1,000 

800 

Forestry Instruction . . 

— 

250 

Oxford, University of — 

Agricultural Instruction 

77 

600 

Forestry Instruction , . 

250 

250 

Reading, University College — 

Agricultural Instruction 

1,300 

1,300 

Wye. South-Eastern Agricultural College — 
Agricultural Instruction 

1,300 

2,8oo* 

! Agrictiltural Colleges — 

j Kingston, Derby, Midland Agricultural and 

Dairy College — 

Agricultural Instruction 

1,000 

700 

Newport, Salop, Harper Adams Agricultural 
College — 

Agricultural Instruction 

1,000 

1,000 

Swanley Horticultural College- 
Horticultural Instruction 

500 

556 

Special Institutions — 

British Dairy Institute, Reading — 

Dairy Instruction 

Royal Veterinary College, London — 

Veterinary Instruction 

«• 

400 

400 

650 

1,300 


T2 077 



♦ Including War Emergency Grant ot £1,500, 
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A development at Harper Adams College was that at the 
opening of the 1916-17 session women students were admitted 
for the first time to the full diploma and certificate courses. 
In 1917-18 the number of individual students at the College 
(i.e,, including short course students) far exceeded that of any 
previous session. 

The number of students attending special and short courses 
was satisfactory, viz., 897 in 1916-17, and 1,791 in 1917-18. 
The numbers were increased by those of the women trained in 
farm work, and, to a less extent, in the latter year by courses 
for disabled officers. Of the courses in farm work for women 
may be mentioned those at Bangor of one month in 1916-17, 
and six weeks in 1917-18 with respective attendances of 43 and 
1 19; and those at the Midland College with attendances of 85 
and 79. At the Harper Adams College in 1917-18, besides 
108 women trained in farm work, 55 were specially traiiled 
as tractor drivers. At Swanley in 1917-18 nine scholarships 
were given by the Food Production Department to women land 
workers for the course in commercial horticulture. By 
arrangement with the County Councils of Gloucester and 
Somerset a series of courses, each of a month^s duration, for 
training girh in the elements of market gardening, was held 
at the Bristol Institute from May to August, 1917; in all 36 
students attended the courses, and subsequently engaged in 
work on the land. At the urgent request of the Ministry of 
Labour special courses were organised at Cambridge in the 
summer of 1918 for invalided officers; two courses each of 
nine weeks were given and attended by 33 and 51 officers 
respectively. 

Courses of training in fruit culture for partially disabled 
officers intending to take up fruit farming were arranged at 
the Bristol Institute at the request of the Board of Agriculture 
and the Ministry of Pensions, the course of training to extend 
over two years. At Armstrong College disabled officers were 
placed with farmers providing practical instruction; 12 officers 
took a special course in agriculture in 1918-19. Special and 
short courses other than the above-mentioned had reference 
principally to horticulture, dairying and poultry-keeping. A 
course at Leeds in war-time gardening in 1917-18 was attended 
by 350 students. 

A considerable number of lectures have been delivered by 
College staffs outside the Colleges — in some cases owing to 
the fact that county staffs were engaged on work in connection 



with the War Agricultural Executive Committees. This work 
is set out below in tabular form: — 


! 

j 

1 

— 

Centres. 

Lectures. 

Average 

Attendance 

(approx.^ 

Aberystwyth . . . . 

j 1916*17 

1 1917-18 

3b 

45 

71 

&5 

60 

43 

Bangor 

I 1916-17 
j 1917-18 

f 

61 

57 

142 

37 

29 

Cambridge . . . , ; 

J 1916-17 


12 

50 

) 1917-18 

7 

7 

40 

Leeds 

, 1916-17 

124 

335 

100 

1 1917-18 

124 ; 

273 

45 

Newcastle (Armstrong) . . ! 

j 1916-17 

1 1917-18 

45 

33 

90 

bo 

75 

80 

Reading . . . . . . , 

\ 1916-17 

1 I9t7-i8 

44 

5^ 1 

83 

80 

47 

44 

Wye ! 

1 

\ 1916-17 

33 1 

95 

33 

1 1917-18 

59 : 

III 

1 30 

Kingston, Derby (Midland) j 

i 191O-17 
j 1917-18 

19 ; 

18 1 

38 

25 

j 64 

1 61 

Harper Adams 

j 1916-17 
(1917-18 

13 1 

7 1 

93 

14 

26 

106 

1 


Despite the jack of travelling facilities the demonstration 
and field experiments at several of the Institutions have been 
well attended by farmers both individually and in parties. 
Thus there were over 2,000 visitors to the Harper Adams 
College m 1916-17 during the principal week of the demon- 
strations and field experiments; and during the season 
1917-1918 there were between 1,500 and 1,600 visitors who 
came chiefly for the demonstrations of tractors and ploughs 
given :n connection with the ploughing up of grass land. 
There were about 400 visitors to the Cambridge demonstra- 
tions and experiments in each of these years; 46,648 people 
visited a poultry demonstration train run by the Leeds 
Institute in 1916-17. 

Finally, it should be mentioned that, as a rule, during the 
War only the most urgently required repairs to buildings 
have been earned out, with the result that a considerable 
expenditure will be necessary in several cases to restore build- 
ings to their pre-war state. 

Advisory Work.— The grants shown in Table II., which come 
from the Development Fund, are made in respect of the 
salaries and expenses of Special Advisory Officers appointed 
by the Institutions named in pursuance of the Board’s 
Agricultural Research and Advisory Scheme, to undertake 
local investigations and provide technical advice to farmers in 
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the areas associated with the Institutions. The work of these 
officers is intended to supplement the activities of the County 
Agricultural Staffs, who are invited to refer to the Collegiate 
Centre any problems requiring more specialised knowledge or 
ad hoc investigation. 


Table IL — Advisiory Grants igiy-iS and igi8-ig. 


Name of Institution. 

Amount of Grant pro- 
visionaHy sanctioned 
in respect of the 
Apademic Year ended 
30th September. 



Amount of Grant 
paid in the 
Financial Year 
ended 31st March. 


1917- 

1918. 

1918. 

1919. 

Aberystwyth, University 

i 

i 

£ 

L 

College of Wales 

685 

520 

517 

384 

Bangor. University College 


00 

M 


of North Wales 

832 

1,025 

962 

Biistol. University of 

875 

912 

704 

970 

Cambridge, Univeisily of 

904 

845 

701 

864 

Leeds, University of 

890 

890 

781 

877 

Midland Agricultural and 





Dairy College . . 

407 

487 

358 

356 

Newcastle -upoii-l ync, 



Armstrong College 
Reading, University 

1 1 ,000 

1,000 

1 1,000 

1 1,000 

1 

College . . 

Wye, South -Eaj5tern Agri- 

1,052 

j 

1,010 

952 

831 

cultural College 

1 1 ,000 

1,150 

x,ooo 

1. 150 

Total 

7.^45 

7.839 

6,794 

7,394 


Several of the Institutions have supplied the Board with 
particulars of the number of inquiries for advice dealt with. 
These are collected in the following table: — 




1916-17. 


1917-18. 

— 

By 

Personal 

On 

By 

Personal 

On 


Post. 

Visit. 

Analysis 
of Samples 

Post. 

Visit. 

Analysis 
of Samples 

Aberystwyth . . , 

266 

430 

100 

31 1 

436 

U 9 

Leeds , . . . 

234 

126 

185 

266 

148 

198 

Kingston, Derby 

375 

306 

24 

259 

148 


Newcastle 

2,760 

120 

442 

1,700 

152 

248 

Reading 

518 

332 

1,217 

6«)0 

304 

117 


The advisory work carried out by the several institutions 
seems to be largely on the increase ; in the period under review 
the services of advisory officers were very much in request in 
connection with food production developments, especially the 
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problems arising out of the ploughing up of grass land and 
the need of allotment holders for advice. Further, to the 
advisory officers was entrusted the supervision of the potato 
spraying and other schemes of the Food Production Depart- 
ment in their respective areas ; some undertook special work at 
the request of the Department, while the time of others was 
largely occupied by duties at the Department itsel£ 

The following arc very brief reviews of the work at the 
Institutions: — 

University College of Wales, Aberysiwyth, 1916-17. — ^Most of the 
advisory work had reference to the increased production of home-grown 
foods, by means of an extension of the arable area and by the selection 
of suitable land for allotments. A considerable number of feeding- 
stufis, manures and various forms of lime were analysed. Limestone 
samples and waste lime products were received for analysis. 

1917-18. — In the majority of cases where grass land was brought 
under the plough it was possible to advise an attempt to raise fertility 
by the application of nitrogenous and phosphatic manures ; in some 
cases, however, draining was necessary. There was abundant evidence 
of the need of the soils of the district for lime dressings. There was a 
marked increase in the number of milk samples received for analysis 
due to the fear of deterioration of milk resulting from lack of con- 
centrated feeding stuffs. 

University College of North Wales, Bangor, 1916-17. — ^Advice was 
given by the advisory chemist on soils in 16 cases and fertilisers in 15 
cases, and 3 samples of feeding-stuffs were examined for impurities. 
The advisory botanist gave advice as to treatment of crops attacked by 
plant disease in 39 cases ; 1 1 prescriptions for seed mixtures were sent 
at the request of farmers ; 10 specimens of plants and weeds were sent 
for identification ; a total of 172 samples of seeds was dealt with. 
Farms were visited and visits made in connection with experiments. 

1917-18. — Tliirty-two inquiries were dealt with by the advisory 
chemist on fertilisers, feeding-stuffs, soils and miscellaneous matters. 
Researches are being prosecuted into soil plasticity, soil phosphates and 
colloidal properties of local soils, and a soil survey is being conducted. 
Milk samples from cheese factories established in connection with the 
College were examined to the number of 50 per week. The advisory 
botanist gave advice on plant diseases and insect pests, and seeds mix- 
tures for pastures, and identified plants ; experiments were carried out 
on the eradication of bracken, on pastures, and on the destruction of 
wireworm. Varieties of local Festuca spp. have been investigated. 

University of Bristol, 1916-17. — ^There was a marked reduction in 
the number of inquiries of the more ordinary character and increase 
in those possessing special features of interest or importance under 
war conditions. 

The preservation of fruit and vegetables by various methods was the 
subject of numerous inquiries. In addition to the usual methods of 
bottling, pulping and drying, the use of various preservatives engaged 
attention, and the value of several of these substances was examined. 
Problems connected with jam-making and questions concerning the 
utilisation of the sugar beet crop for sweetening purposes and jam- 
making were dealt with. 
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The majority of inquiries with regard to diseases of plants were 
concerned with potatoes. There were fewer inquiries on cider and 
perry making than usual. In the domain of agricultural chemistry the 
subjects dealt with were : the use of copper as a substitute for copper 
sulphate in spra)dng mixtures ; the manurial requirements of wheat ; 
the manurial value of various samples of superphosphate ; the manurial 
requirements and the cultural methods needed in certain cases of badly- 
cultivated land ; the manurial value of horn shavings ; the potash 
content and manurial value of ashes of sawmill waste. 

Special investigations were undertaken as the result of inquiries 
on the following subjects : the treatment of Rhizoctonia disease of 
asparagus ; Apple Leaf Scorch ; Apple Fruit Spot Disease ; arsenical 
poisoning of land through treatment with tannery leather waste ; the 
manurial value of horse hair refuse ; and Tomato Collar Rot. 

Inquiries on plant pests and diseases were received and dealt with. 
Arrangements for potato spraying in Somerset, Wiltshire, Gloucester- 
shire, Worcestershire and Herefordshire were supervised, 

1917-18. — 173 inquiries were received through the post mainly 
in connection with various plant diseases and pests, soil problems, and 
methods of preservation of fruit and vegetables. The work of this 
Station has been sufficiently referred to in connection with the pre- 
vious year's inquiries. 

University of Cambridge, 1916-17. — Of 459 inquiries received 72 
were dealt with by the advisory chemist, 240 by the advisory biologist 
and 147 by the advisory agriculturist. 

The more noteworthy points were as follows. As regards soils two 
interesting cases from the Fens were examined : the first was a poor 
pasture which was found to contain a large excess of calcium carbonate, 
and the second was concerned with the manuring of poor Fen soil. As 
regards feeding-stuff s a number of new ones were analysed with a view 
to their inclusion in feeding rations ; an experimental stave silo was 
erected and the making and feeding of silage were under investigation. 
Insect pests were more than usually troublesome ; caterpillars, the 
Frit Fly and the Strawberry Tortrix were specially noted. Investiga- 
tion of the Capsid Bug of the apple was completed ; Silver Leaf in plums 
and the Black Currant Rust caused much damage ; Nettle-head in 
black currants was under investigation. An interesting case of the 
occurrence and cure of “ Wooden Tongue " in stock was reported. 

1917-18. — Of 494 inquiries received 93 were dealt with by the 
advisory chemist, 245 by the advisory biologist and 156 by the advisory 
agriculturist. 

The problem of unfertile Fen soils again received attention. A 
number of samples of wood ash giving values between 2*58 per cent, 
and 8*07 per cent, of potash were analysed. Pests were again very 
troublesome ; Flea beetles were particularly active ; the life history 
of the Strawberry Tortrix was worked out and cultural methods were 
shown to be effective in combating these pests. Fungoid pests were 
also very prevalent ; Rusts and Silver Leaf on Victoria plums were 
specially noted ; spra3dng for Potato Blight continued to show valuable 
results. 

University of Leeds, 1916-17. — ^A great increase in the advisory work 
took place in 19x6-17. As regards agricultural chemistry the in- 
quiries mostly related to soils, manures, and feeding-stuffs. Lack of 
lime was found to be the cause of many of the soil problems, but in 
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some cases sourness was due to smoke. Waste and spent limes were 
examined for their manurial value. Investigations were also carried 
out on the common Scab of potatoes, the Swede Midge, the Flea Beetle, 
the Frit Fly, Wireworms and the Celery Fly. 

1917-18. — ^The ploughing programme of the Government resulted 
in an increased demand for advice as to cultivation, manuring, etc., 
so that an increase in the volume of advisory work again took piace. 
As regards chemical advisory work pronounced lack of lime proved the 
primary cause of the low fertility of large areas of Yorkshire soils, and 
various experiments with lime are in progress. Inquiries on fertilisers 
related mainly to sewage residues, textile waste, organic wastes gener- 
ally, and waste limes. The botanical and zoological work of the previous 
years was continued. 

Midland Agricultural and Dairy College, 1916-17. — ^The numerous 
new allotment holders showed eagerness in securing information which 
would be helpful to them in the cultivation of garden crops ; 127 visits 
were made and 185 replies sent to inquiries on soil problems, manurial 
treatment, suitable crops, and on the destruction of pests. 27 potato- 
spraying d(-‘monstrations were given and 49 samples of seeds were 
tested. 

1917-18. — Fifty -six cases of attacks by fungus pests were reported. 
Potato-spraying demonstrations and advice in connection with Potato 
Blight were given in 67 cases. Twenty-seven visits were paid to allot- 
ment holders in connection with crop problems and advice regarding 
land and crop management was given in 173 cases. Twenty-six samples 
of farm and garden seeds were tested. Advice was given on the best 
cultivation methods to adopt m preparing grass land for the willow 
crop and in reconverting willow bed land to pasturage and tillage. 
Assistance in. securing willow rods for basket-making purposes was 
given to basket makers, women’s village institutes and to others 
desirous of establishing new basket-making centres. 

Armstrong College, Newcasile-on-Tyne, — ^The following particulars 
relate to advisory work carried out in 1917-18 : — 

The advisory work carried out by the Professor of Agriculture re- 
lated to 1092 written inquiries, together with a considerable amount 
of verbal advice given at markets and elsewhere. The feeding of store 
and of fattening live stock and of milch cows, the question of the milk 
standard, the choice of crops, the economic purchase and use of artificial 
manures and feeding-stuffs, seeds mixtures for one or more years ley 
and for pasture, the suitability of varieties of cereals, potatoes and root 
crops, the breaking up of pasture land, dairying, and poultry keeping 
were among the subjects of inquiry. Over 105 farms were inspected ; 
27 lectures and lecture demonstrations were delivered besides two con- 
ducted at Cockle Park. The development of allotments received the 
utmost aid, information being given on soils, manures and plant diseases 
by inspections, visits and correspondence. The Cockle Park experi- 
ments and demonstrations, are well known, but in addition field ex- 
perimental work throughout the four northern counties continues under 
the direction of the staff of the College. 

Among the work of the advisory chemist may be mentioned the 
analysis of soils, manures, cattle food and milk ; 45 analyses of potatoes 
were carried out on behalf of the Food ^i^oduction Department. 
Lectures were given and visits paid to farms and allotments. In|all 
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x8i applications for advice were received and dealt with by correspon- 
dence in addition to verbal advice. 

As regards agricultural zoology damage to oats by B'rit Fly was 
considerable ; turnips and swedes suffered greatly in the early period 
of growth from the Flea Beetle and later from surface caterpillars 
Many inquiries from allotment holders as to insect and other animal 
pests were received and dealt with. 

In all 307 letters of advice were written and numerous visits paid 
to farms and gardens by the Adviser in agricultural botany. The work 
related to seed testing, plant diseases, and foodstuffs, > 

University College, Reading, 1916-17. — In connection with the 
advisory work in plant pathology, 25 inquiries were received by letter 
and 10 specimens examined and reported on . 8 visits were paid. The 
inquiries in some cases necessitated considerable laboratory work. 
Research on Peniedhum has been continued. 

South-Eastern Agricultural College, Wye, 1916-17. — ^The number of 
inquiries concerning animal pests was 1,250 and numerous farms were 
also visited, especially in connection with the ravages of Winter Moth 
and ('abbage C aterplllar. The study of Aphides and potato pests was 
continued. 

In the mycological department the work related to “ mildews " 
treated with sulphides, the immunity of various fomis of the hop to 
mildew, and spraying of potatoes with Burgundy mixtures. Investiga- 
tions into the Blossom Wilt and Canker disease of the apple were com- 
pleted and published. About 500 inquiries for advice were received 
in this department. 

1917-18. — ^'ilie number of inquiries concerning animal pests was 
1,490, including various communications in regard to spraying. In- 
vestigations related to the trial of substitutes for arsenate of lead as 
insect killers, dry spraying of insects. Aphid enemies, and Apple 
Aphides. 

The number of mycological inquiries was 300, mainly relating to 
well-known pests. The investigations of the pievious year were mostly 
continued. The widespread and extensive outbreak of “ Brown Rot 
on the cherry necessitated the inspection of many cherry orchards. 
The efficacy of formalin treatment for Covered Smut in barley was 
established. An investigation into the “ Wither-tip " of plum trees was 
completed. 

Work in the chemical department included the study of alkaline 
sulphide spray fluids the control of Apple Scab, the testing of copper 
spray fluids for potatoes, problems in connection with the cultivation 
of flax and the drying of vegetables. The botanical work related to 
the crossing of flax plants, pasture studies, investigation of the develop- 
ment of fruit buds, and seed germination tests. 

Retearoh institutes. — The services of a considerable proportion 
of the staffs of Research Institutes in the years under revie>v 
were requisitioned for work under the Food Production Depart- 
ment, whether at headquarters or in connection with the admini- 
stration of the schemes of that Department in the provinces. 
When it is also considered that the staffs suffered equally with 
those of the colleges from the release of members for military 
service, the excellent work which the Institutes have continued 
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to perform in the domain of agricultural research is all the 
more meritorious. 

Table III shows that, excluding the grants iii respect of the 
Royal Botanic Gardens, Kew, for Plant Pathology, and the 
Board^s Veterinary Laboratory for Animal Pathology, the 
grants totalled £16,74^ in 1917-18, and ;^2i,i02 in 1918-19. 
The addition of the sums in respect of the Board's two stations 
brings the totals to £27^727 and £24,477 respectively. It was 
mentioned in the last Report on these Institutes that it was 
the policy of the Board to concentrate research on a particular 
subject as far as possible at a single institution ; in particular, 
research on Animal Nutrition is centred at Cambridge and 
on Plant Nutrition at Rothamsted. 

The whole question of the staffing of the Institutes and the 
means of improving the position of research workers there, so 
as to make the career more attractive to men of high scientific 
attainments, has been under consideration, and the Board hope 
shortly to obtain sanction to concrete proposals in this direc- 
tion, as well as for extending the work of the Institutes. 

The following notes deal briefly with the work at the 
Institutes : — 

Imperial Colic of Science and Technology - — The work of the College 
in connection with the effect of the overhead electrical discharge on crop 
production is well known ; it is hoped to publish shortly a report 
surveying the results of the work up to the present time. Other re- 
search has related to the action of artificial light on the physiology 
of cucumbers forced under glass and the flocculation of colloids by 
organic salts. 

University of Cambridge — Plant Breeding , — In 1916-17 an investiga- 
tion of two quantitative characters of wheat, namely the length of the 
glumes and of the grain, showed that when these characters are segregated 
out in the F2 generation and in succeeding years, they are not as is 
usually assumed identical with those of the parents. A further dis- 
tribution of seed of the new variety ** Yeoman (yield and strength) 
was made in the autumn after satisfactory large scale trials of it had 
been made in many districts. 

In 1917-18 yields of 8 and 9 qr. per acre of Cambridge wheats were 
reported frequently, and in two cases with “ Penman and 

“ Yeoman **) treble the average yield, or 96 bush, per acre was reached. 
Milling and baking trials showed that while Yeoman was not equal to 
Red Fife, it is sufficiently strong to produce a good quality loaf without 
the addition of imported strong wheat. 

In'^both years the problem of producing varieties of barley with 
stiffer straws received a good deal of attention. In the latter year a 
satisfactory start was made with investigations on the inheritance of 
Wart Disease of potatoes. 

University of Bristol. — Fruit Growing , — report on the work of the 
Institute appeared in this Journal for June, 1918; page 316, and there 
is, therefore, no need to refer to it again at length. 
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Table III. — Grants to Research Institutes. 


Subject 'of Research and 
^ Name of Institution to 
which the Grant was Paid. 

Amount of Grant pro- 
visionally sanctioned 
in respect of the 
Academic Year ended 
;^oth September. 

Amount of Grant paid 
in the Financial Year 
ended 31st March. 

— 

• 1917- 

1918. 

1018. j 

1 91 9. 

Research Institutes, 

Plant Physiology — Imperial 
College of Science and 

i 

£ 

£ 

£ 

Technology 

Plant Pathology — Royal 


1,697 

1.395 

1.756 

Botanic Gardens, Kew , . 
Plant Pathology — Roth am- 

— 


1.317 

1 . 193 

sted Experimental Station 
^Plant Breeding — University 

— 

3 - 19 ^ 


1,400 

of Cambridge 

Fruit Growing — University 

1,414 

I.U 4 

935 

1,028 

of Bristol . . 

Plant Nutrition and Soil 
Problems — Rothamsted 

2,520* 

2.825* 

J , St»o* 

3.19.7* 

Experimental Station 
Animal Nutrition — Univer- 

2,850 

2,850 

.’.850 

3.800 

sity of Cambridge 

Animal Pathology — Royal 

2,103 

1,089 

1.795 

1.793 

Veterinary College ^ * . . 

Animal Pathology — Board's 


1,630 

1,1 76 

1.4^8 

Veterinary Laboratory . . 
Dairying — University (Col- 


— 

9.()()3 

Z,270 

lege, Reading 

Zoology (Helminthology) — 

1,878 

L930 

1,878 

U 930 

University of Birmingham 
Zoology (Economic Ento- 
mology) Manchester Vic- 

1.062 

1.077 

^64 

127 

toria University . . 
Agricultural Economics — 

579 

651 

3-1 i 

779 

tJniversity of Oxford 

Other Research Centres. 
Fruit-Growing — South -Eas - 
tern Agricultural College, 
Wye (Mailing Fruit Re- 

t,IOO 

2,000 

U ‘173 

825 

1 

1 

search Station) 

Animal Nutrition — Univer- 

500 1 

500 

433 

1 

300 

sity of Leeds 

Poultry and Rabbit Breed- 
ing — University of Cam- 

1,000 

1,000 

LS 37 

, 856 

1 

bndge 

Glasshouse Crops — Waltham 

1 88 

192 

18^ 

] 

! J 92 

Cross Earoerimental Station 
Woburn Experimental ,Sta- 

500 

500 

203 

671 


— 

j 

— 

500 1 

Total 

18,844 

23 i 447 

i 8 , 737 t 

2I,I02t 


• Inciuuing £4 ^<j lornieiiy paiu to tOe Nauonal J^ruit and Cider Institute 
in respect of Higher Education, 

t The grant & tHs Station is conveniently included although the Station 
is not strictly speaking a Research Institute under the Board's scheme. 

t Excluding amounts expended at Kew and the Board's Veterinary Labora- 
tory. The inclusion of these amounts brings the totals for the financial years 
1917-18 and 191 8-19 to and ;^24,477 respectively. 
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Methods for the dietetic use of cider fruit have been discovered ; for 
example, it has been found that a useful jelly can be made from cider 
apples, and that “ pomace is a valuable cattle food. In fruit culture 
at present, our knowledge of the influence of the “ stock '' on the 
“ scion is purely empirical ; the work already done has been mainly 
Systematic, directed to the classification and isolation of the different 
varieties of stock used by nurserymen. The conditions which are 
favourable (or the reverse) to the keeping qualities of fruit are being 
investigated, Various destructive plant diseases have been studied, 
their life history and mode of attack being established as a preliminary 
to the devising r)f preventive measures. ^ It has been established that 
one of the mam di'siderata in regard to spraying fluids is to secure 
adhesive or wetting power, and thereby to ensure that the germs of 
disease do not esc.'ipc destruction. The factors which influence this 
power are gradually being elucidated. 

Rothamsted Experimental Station, — Plant Nutrition and Soil 
Problem^,- The main problem investigated during 1916-17 vras the loss 
of fertilising Vidiie (as measured by loss of nitrogen) which takes place 
in farmyard rnaniin' during storage, and it was shown that farmyard 
manure is br\st k(‘j)t under anaerobic condition.^ (i,e,, tightly" packed) 
and imdcT cover. 'I he question whether the cost of storage of manure 
in closi'd tanks is economically justifiable is being investigptod on a 
privati* farm. Tnv(‘sti gat 10ns in connection with tlie conversion of 
grass land into arable are those relating to the length of time that buried 
weetl seeds letam their vitality, and the control of wire worm by means 
of a suitable soil insecticide. Investigations are also pro( ceding in 
connection with dc'vices for sterilising the soil by heat. 

Of the investigations in progress in 1917-18 that on decomposition 
of cellulose (c.g., straw) by a hitherto unknown soil organism under 
aerobic conditions calls for special mention ; the life history, nutrition 
requirements and general conditions of growth of this organism have 
been studied. A product has been obtained resembling well -rotted 
farmyard manure by treating straAv with a soluble nitrogen compound 
diluted to the juoper degree, and ensuring the presence of the 
organism and the necessary aerobic conditions. 

As regards artificial fertilisers, the mode of decomposition of cyana- 
mide in the soil has been studied ; the fertilising value of ammonium 
nitrate has been ascertained, and the change in the fertilising value 
of basic slag as a result of the extension of the basic open hearth process 
for melting steel is being investigated. 

Unwersitv of Cambridge. — Animal Nutrition . — In spite of the deple- 
tion of staff two important investigations were undertaken in 1916-17. 
One had for its object the introduction of less wasteful methods of beef 
production by demonstrating to the butcher and the public that the 
process of fattening has been carried too far in the past, and that 
palatable meat can be produced more quickly and econoinically by 
shortening the fattening period.* The other investigation related to 
the food value of milling “ offals as to which much ignorance prevails, 
chiefly as the result of loose nomenclature, under which products of 
widely different food value are sold under the same name in different 

• An article dcaung witn this mvcs^iga ;on appeared m this Journal 
for September, 1918. p. 623. 
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parts of the country. The results of this investigation were of great 
assistance to the Food Controller in connection with the administration 
of the Orders which regulated the composition of flour. 

In 1917-18 research was carried out in connection with the nutritive 
value of fats ; with the chemical problems of cold stoiage ; with the 
effect of small additions of dried blood and other animal waste products 
on the growth of pigs. 

Royal Veterinary College. — Of research work in Animal Patho- 
logy at this Institute reference may be made to that on contagious 
abortion in mares and joint-ill in foals ; contagious abortion in cows ; 
tuberculosis in the horse ; and tuberculous mastitis in the cow. 

Investigations have shown that contagious abortion in mares and 
joint-ill in foals are identical, and are caused by a particular species of 
bacillus which is present in large numbers in the womb and fcetus in 
cases of abortion, and in the internal organs and joint cavities of foals 
that develop the disease after birth. I-Cndcavours have been made to 
prepare a protective serum, especially for the prevention and cure of 
the disease in foals. 

The work on contagious abortion in cows is designed to ascertain 
whether in actual practice it is possible to deal successfully with out- 
breaks of contagious abortion by carrying out agglutination tests of the 
blood of all the breeding animals in the infected herd in order to ascer- 
tain at the outset which animals are already infected. 

Research Institute in Dairying, Reading. — Investigations at thi.s 
Institute have had reference to ropy milk, cheese mites, the preparation 
of home-made rennet, discoloration in Stilton cheese, and the viability 
ot tubercle bacilli in the faeces of apparently healthy dairy cows. 

The collection of statistics concerning losses and causes of loss in 
the milk and dairy industries has made it clear that dirty milk is one of 
the gravest sources of loss in these industries. 

Experiments on the preparation of home-made rennet were reported 
in the Board’s Journal for August, 1910, September, 1916, and June, 
1917; and a report on cheese mites appeared in the Journal for January, 
1918. 

Birmingham University. — Investigations on the effect of toluene on 
soil protozoa have shown that the effect of partial sterilisation is pro- 
foundly modified by the physical condition of the soil and is not merely 
a function of the protozoan activity. 

Victoria University, Manchester. — ^Thc more important work at this 
Institute has been in connection with the life history of the Wheat 
Bulb-fly ; on an Ichneumon parasite of the Apple Blossom Weevil ; 
on the insect fauna of permanent pasture ; on the control of the de- 
structive Onion and Carrot Flies, and on the Cynipid parasite of tlie 
Cabbage Root-fly. 

It has been definitely established in connection with the W'heat Bulb- 
fly that it occurs in wheat after potatoes and that wheat after oats is 
immune. The Cynipid parasite of the Cabbage Root- fly has been proved 
to be a very important agent in the natural control of this very destruc- 
tive pest. 

The tarred-disc method for the protection of cabbages and cauli- 
flowers from the Cabbage Root Maggot was introduced into this country 

X 2 
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by the Institute ; information on this method will be found in the 
Journal for March, 1917. p. 1222, and April, 1918, p. 59. 

University of Oxford, — Agricultural Economics, — This Institute con- 
tinued its investigations into the costs of production of farm produce. 

Mailing Fruit Research Station, — ^The work has reference to the 
classification and selection of Paradise apple stocks ; trials with plum, 
quince and cherry stocks , varieties and seedling crosses of black 
currants ; apple pruning ; varieties and manuring of raspberries ; and 
varieties of hops. 

From a large number of Paradise stocks obtained from different 
parts of the ountry and the C ontinent a number of types have been 
classified, thus showing the present chaotic state of Paradise stocks in 
this country, and accounting for the variations which fruit growers get 
from trees planted in similar conditions of soil and aspect. The working 
of well known varieties of apples on these types is now being undertaken 
and the influence of the stocks noted. 

University of Leeds. — Animal Nutrition. — In 1916-17 and 1917-18, 
investigations were in progress on the protein requirements of the dairy 
cow. In the latter year experiments were carried out on the manufac- 
ture of lactose from whey, on the soda process of treating fodder straw, 
on the feeding of damaged grain crops in sheaf, and on the feeding of 
Brazilian beans to stock. 

Cambridge University, — Poultry and Rabbit Breeding. — ^The research 
here has dealt with (a) the inheritance of weight, broodiness, egg colour 
and sex linked characters in poultry ; and (ft) the inheritance of weight 
and coat pattern in rabbits, 

Waltham Cross Experimental and Research Station, — ^The market- 
garden industries are recognising the value of this Station to an 
increasing extent. A considerable amount of advisory work is carried 
on both in the Lea Valley district and in other parts of Great Britain. 

The experimental and research work is concerned with sources of 
error and uncertainty in glasshouse experiments ; the management and 
cultivation of tomatoes ; the manuring of cucumbers and tomatoes ; 
and effect of sterilisation on crop yield. Some preliminary work was 
also done in 1918 on methods of eradicating the caterpillar of the Noc- 
tuid Moth, Hadcna oleracea, which does so much damage to tomato 
crops under glass. 

Rural ’^Agrrioultural Education. — ^The schemes of agricultural 
instruction in the counties continued to be worked in the 
modified form necessitated by war conditions. Class instruc- 
tion in specifically agricultural subjects was given only in rare 
instances, but the Agricultural Organisers, who were in most 
cases employed as Executive Officeis of Agricultural Executive 
Committees, largely extended the scope of their advisory 
activities. Instruction in horticulture by means of classes, 
lectures, practical demonstrations and advisory visits was pro- 
vided by the majority of County Authorities, and also by a 
considerable number of County Borough Authorities, special 
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attention being given to the needs of allotment holders. 
Frequently the services of the horticultural instructors were 
utilised in connection with schemes initiated by the Food Pro- 
duction Department. The important work accomplished by 
County Authorities in providing increased facilities for instruc- 
tion in cheese-making has already been fully dealt with in 
this Journal^ in June, 1918, p. 322, and December, 1918, p. 1087. 
Instruction in poultry-keeping was provided in about thirty 
counties, and the advice of the instructresses was eagerly sought 
in view of the special difficulties felt by poultrx^-keepcrs as a 
result of the food shortage 

Particulars furnished by the Local x\utliorities in respect of 
the School Years 1916-17 and 1917-18 are summarised below. 
It may here be mentioned that this Section takes no account of 
schemes for the emergency training of women fpr service on 
the land, which were administered by the Women’s Branch 
of the Board. 

Organised Day Courses. 


Subject 

No. of Courses. 

No. of Students. 


1016-17. 

1917-18. 

1916-17 

1 91 7-J 8. 

Dairying (chiefly Cheese - 
making) — 

fl.) Travelling Schools . . 

279 

^79 

■2.9«7 

4,614 

(li.) Fixed and Co-operative 
Schools 

15 

25 

139 

256 

Poultry-keeping . . . . 

7 

10 

10 ; 

lOI 

Farriery 

i “ 

1 ! 

25 

10 

Basket-making 

i _ 

1 

— 

8 






Total 

1 ! 

i 

416 

I 3.251 

4.989 


Evening Schools and Classes. 


Subject. 

No of Classes 

No ol Students 


1 01 <>17 

JQJ 7-18. 

1916-17 

191 7-t8 

Agriculture 

15 

4 

201 

88 

Horticulture 

70 

94 

1,685 

2,266 

Poultry-keeping 

46 

30 

885 

571 

Farriery 

2 

3 

32 

53 

Basket-making 

3 

5 1 

34 

84 

Total . . , 

< 

I3<> 

136 

2.835 

3,062 
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Lectures and Other Meetings. 

Subject, Vo. of Meetings, 



jgjO-iy. 

jgjy-18. 

Agriculture 

5«3 

372 

live Stock 

20 

40 

Dairying (chiefly Cheesemaking) 

152 

434 

Horticulture 

2,766 

2,473 

Poultry-keeping . . 

775 

600 

Bee-keeping 

71 

169 

Total 

ili 

4,088 

Manual Processes 


Subject. 

No. 

of Meetings. 



jgiy-iS. 

Milking 

<S6^ 

261 

Ploughing 

8 

— 

Thatching 

31 

116 

Total 

<K>2 

377 


The returns from nine institutions providing residential 
courses of the Farm Institute type show that instruction was 
provided for 317 students in 1916-17, and 389 students in 
1917-18. In most cases these institutions were also utilised in 
connection with the training of National Service and other 
women workers on the land. 

The total sums distributed by the Board as grants in aid of 
schemes of Agricultural Education maintained by Local 
Authorities were ;£^I3,I22 in the financial year 1917-18, and 
^'22,713 in the financial year 1918-19. Payments to individual 
authorities in each year comprised in general an instalment 
on account of tlie grant due in respect of that year, together 
with the balance of the grant earned in respect of the previous 
year. The grants available under the Regulations were sup- 
plemented by special allowances under the Scheme for the 
Encouragement of Cheese^making in those cases where 
authorities had increased their normal staff of dairying 
instructresses. These supplementary grants amounted to 
in 1917-18, and in 1918-19. 

The grants sanctioned in respect of the provision of Agricul- 
tural Education by County Education Authorities in the 
financial year 1916-17 and 1917-18 are shown in the 
following table : — 
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Grants to County Education Authorities in respect of 
the provision of Agricultural Education in the Financial Y ears 
igi6-i7 and igxy-iS. 


County. 

Grant 

for 

year 

ending 

31st 

March, 

1917- 

Grant 

for 

year 

ending 

31st 

March, 

1918. 

County. 

Grant ^ 
for 
year 
ending 
31st ! 
March, i 
1917. 

Grant 

for 

year 

ending 

31st 

March, 

1918. 

England — 

1 

i 


£ 

£ 

Bedford . . 

22 

23 

Brought loiward 

8,924 

9,301 

Berkshire 

352 

350 

Somerset 

257 

275 

Bucks 

56 

89 

Stafford . . 

665 

375 

Cambridge 

10 

10 

Suffolk, East 

260 

123 

Cheshire . , 

1.275 

975 

,, West 

16 

13 

Cornwall 

391 

460 

Surrey . . . . ‘ 

906 

970 

Cumberland 

400 

720 

Sussex, East 

197 

170 

Derby 

200 

135 

West . . 

263 

220 

Devon 

475 

515 

Warwick 

76 

— 

Dorset 


9 

Westmorland 

145 

160 

Durham . . 

m)(> 

1,200 

Wiltshire 

275 

505 

Essex 

063 

925 

Worcester 

300 

4.5.5 

Gloucester 

1 68 

140 

Yorkshire 

1,140 

2,280 

Hampshire 

560* 

420* 




Hereford 

216 

395 

Total — England 

Lh424 

14.847 

Hertford 

293 

390 


j 


Huntingdon 

5 

5 

Wales’^ 


! 405 

Isle of Wight . . 

75 

68 

Anglesey 

433 


Kent 

1,196 1 

1 800 

Brecon . . 

. 43 

!' 40 

Leicester 

193 

! 163 

Cardigan 

' 171 

! 130 

Lincoln (Kesteven) 

247 

190 

Carmarthen 

' 190 

1 110 

,, (Lindsey) 

249 

150 

Carnarvon 

j 880 

830 

Middlesex 

55 

100 

Denbigh . . 

1 240 

355 

Norfolk . . 

^^5 

75 

Flinl 

183 

1 290 1 

Northampton . . 


20 

Glamorgan 

; 540 

1 850 

Northum berland 

103 

135 

Merioneth 

74 

80 

Nottingham 

236 

375 

Monmouth 

734 

' 780 

Oxford . . 

176 

165 

Montgomery 

346 


Rutland . . 

TOO 

42 

IVmbrokc 

107 

1 no 

Salop 

285 

255 

Radnor . . 

! 

1 65 

Carried forward 

8.924 

9,301 

Total — Wales 

4.023 

4 . 3 (>o 




Total — England and 






Wales . . 

I 7 .-M 7 

19,207 


* Provisional. 


Grants (chiefly in respect of the provision of instruction for 
allotment holders) were also paid to the London County 
Council, certain County Borough Authorities, and the managers 
of a few local schools. The total grants paid in such cases 
amounted to £^5^ in respect of the School Year 1916-17, and 
£440 in respect of the School Year 1917-18, the grantees 
numbering fourteen in the former year and sixteen in the latter. 






296 Report of the Education Branch. [june, 

Schemes £or building Farm Institutes in certain counties 
remained in abeyance pending the cessation of hostilities, with 
the result that only two grants of a capital nature were made 
in the period under review, viz., £648, the balance due in 
respect of the building and equipment of the Hampshire Farm 
School at Sparsholt, and £S6 in respect of the adaptation and 
equipment of buildings at the Cheshire County Council’s farm 
at Henhull for purposes of a women’s training centre. 

A development in the direction of the establishment of Farm 
Institutes is confidently anticipated durmg the course of the 
present financial year, and Local Authorities have been asked 
to draw up a scheme (see also later) providing, in/er alia, for 
the establishment and maintenance of a farm institute or farm 
school. 

It was a recommendation of the Agricultural Policy Sub- 
Committee of the Reconstruction Committee that the entire cost 
and responsibility for agricultural education in the counties 
should be translcrred from Local Authorities to the Board of 
Agriculture. The Board, however, were unable to advise the 
acceptance of this recommendation, so that on the Local 
Authorities will continue to fall the primary responsibility for 
providing and working that improved system of agricultural 
education throughout the country which must be one of the 
principal sources of agricultural progress. 

The regulations under which grants are given to Local 
Authorities have been greatly simplified, and largely increased 
grants have been promised. The simplification has been 
brought about by regarding the expenditure of Lcx:al Autho- 
rites on agricultural education as falling under one of two 
heads: (i) Salaries and Expenses of Organisers, and (2) all 
other approved expenditure. The increased grants will result 
from the facts (i) that in regard to the first class of expenditure 
a grant of four-fifths will be paid; (2) in respect of the second 
class of expenditure a grant of two-thirds will be paid; (3) 
the Residue Grant or Whisky Money ” will no longer be taken 
into consideration, and the Board’s grant will be a definite 
proportion of the approved expenditure without deduction on 
this account- As a result of these changes grants to County 
Councils will be more than doubled in the aggregate. 

It will be seen that the Board regard the appointment of an 
Agricultural Organiser as so important that they will in future 
pay 80 per cent of his salary and expenses. At present there 
are about 40 organisers. Their duties and responsibilities are,. 
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shortly, to supervise all the agricultural work done by the 
county or counties employing them; they may give some 
instruction, but their main function is to act as organising head 
of the County Staff and the mainspring of their activities. 

Local Authorities have been asked to prepare a comprehen- 
sive and satisfactory scheme of agricultural education for their 
areas by means of : — 

(a) The establishment and maintenance, or contributions to- 

wards the establishment and maintenance, of an institution 
for higher agricultural education ; 

(b) The provision of a county staff of Agricultural Instructors, 

including particularly the appointment of an Agricultural 
Organiser ; 

{c) The establishment and maintenance, or contributions towards 
the establishment and maintenance, of a farm institute or 
farm school. 

(d) The provision of technical advice for farmers ; 

(e) The provision of regular .short courses of instruction at an 

approved Centre or Centres ; 

if) The provision of local courses, lectures, practical demonstra- 
tions, etc., through the agency of the County Agricultural 
staff or otherwise. 

A large development of county work is one of the first 
requirements of agriculture, if only for the benefit of men who 
will be placed on the land under the Land Settlement Scheme 
for ex-Service men. 

Poultry Sohemo, - I'he following stations were established 
during the seasons TQ1O-17 and 1917-18: — 


igib-ij. jgiy~i8. 

Egg Distributing Stations . . 230 147 

Day-old Chicks Stations . . 11 4 

Incubating Stations .... 3 4 


^gg Distributing Stations , — ^As compared with 1916-17 the 
scheme was carried out in 1917-18 on a reduced scale in view 
of the shortage of feeding stuffs, but the maintenance in the 
latter year of the best of the existing stocks was secured; 
further, the benefits of the egg scheme were restricted in 1917-18 
so far as possible to poultry-keepers who were in a position to 
maintain their stocks with materials not available for human 
food 

A new feature introduced in 1917-18 was the offer of an 
additional grant of to stations where satisfactory trap- 
nesting was done; and in response to suggestions from many 
station holders the distribution of sittings was commenced on 
15th January instead of ist January as previously. 
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In view of the increased price of food and materials it was 
necessary in 1917-18 to give station holders a larger return 
per sitting than in the previous year. This was effected, partly 
by reducing from 70 to 60 the number of sittings to be sold 
in order to qualify for the ^^5 grant, and partly by increasing 
the charge to applicants for sittings from 2s, td, to y. 6d, 
(carriage 6d. extra). 

The number of eggs offered to cottagers and small holders 
in 1917 and 1918 was 252,000 and io8,ooo respectively. 

In spite of the difficulties m securing poultry feeding stuffs 
the demand at the majority of stations last season was greatly 
in excess of the supplies arranged for. This result can in 
some measure be attributed to the replacement of inferior stock 
through the medium of the stations; many applicants now look 
upon the stations as a reliable source for the necessary renewal 
of stock, and fresh applications art received as the benefits of 
the scheme become more widely known. 

Distribution of Day-Old C'/i?cbs, - The number of stations 
was reduced from ii in 1916-17 to 4 in 1917-18 so as to include 
only those with large incubating plants. The number of birds 
to be offered in order to qualify for the maximum grant of 
£10 was also reduced from 70 dozen to 60 dozen, and a slight 
increase was made in the charge to applicants* viz , from 6s. 
to 7^. 6d. per dozen. 

Applications at all the stations in 1917-18 were greatly in 
excess of the supp)}' arranged, and it was pointed out by 
College and County Officers that the amount distributed was 
totally inadequate to meet the needs of the areas served. 

Incubating Stations.— The incubating stations at work in 
1917-18 were those at Lledwigan, Lleweni, ficnhull, and 
Kernock; the station which was at work at Madryn in 1916-17 
was discontinued in the succeeding year. Valuable progress 
has been made at the first-named two stations m keeping up 
the standard of stock and in spreading information. The other 
two stations in 1917-18 were handicapped by inferior sites 
which have since been improved. At all stations a very large 
demand was experienced for the stock. 

The amounts paid in respect of these schemes in the last 
two financial years were: — 




igiy-18. 

Egg Distributing Scheme 

£717 

£985 

Day-Old Chick Scheme 

50 

82 

Incubating Stations 

846 

624 
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A fairly full account of the work carried out under the above 
schemes in 1917-18 was published in this Journal for December, 
1918, p. 1,106. 

8um:ii«ry. — In the following summary table the purposes to 
which the grants of 1918-19, and the corresponding grants of 
1917-18, have been applied are shown. In certain cases these 
figures may later be subjected to slight adjustment: — 



1918-19, 

jgjy i8. 

Educational Grants to Universities and 

£ 

£ 

Colleges . . 

14.756 

12,077 

Grants for Advisory work 

Grants to Research Institutes and other 

7.394 

6.794 

Research Centres 

Grants for Special Research and other In- 
vestigations (including Miscellaneous 
Development Schemes and Emergency 

24.477 

27,727 

Experiments) 

Research Scholarships (including Ex- 

2,683 

2.577 

penses of Selection) 

Grants for Farm Schools, Technical 


48 

Classes, Local Lectures, etc.* . . 

Capital Grants in Aid of the Establish- 

24,4ii 

14,186 

ment of Farm Schools , . 

Grants towards the Expenses of Advisory 

86 

64S 

Councils . . 

Grants for Forestry Advice, Research and 

9 

670 

Experiments 

1,822 

1,602 


£75.638 

£66,329 


Brief reference may be made to the items in this table which 
have not been mentioned in the above survey. The grants for 
special research are made to encourage research, usually at 
other than the Research Institutes, into specific problems ; these 
grants are not ordinarily available for providing the salaries 
of investigators, and are intended to cover special and 
incidental expenses. 

It will be seen that the grants for research scholarships fell 
to nothing in 1918-19, as practically all the scholars had joined 
the Army and no new appointments were made. A scholar 
who was studying plant breeding ia Germany, and who was 
interned at the outbreak of war, utilised the time at his 
disposal during his internment by establishing a laboratory 
at which, in addition to giving instruction in botany and 
zoology he was able to carry out researches in cytology with 


♦ Includes the cost of apparatus loaned to Local Authorities under the 
]^ard*s Scheme for the^ Encouragement of Cheese -making. 
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such profit to himself that, on his return, he was offered and 
accepted a lectureship in agricultural botany. The Board have 
now planned to grant 30 new exhibitions for the period of one 
year, and to continue 18 scholarships in respect of their 
unexpired periods; the annual value of each is £200 (as 
compared with a former value of ;£'i50). 


At a time when the reconstruction of agricultural education 
in all its branches has passed from the realm of academic 
discussion and has become a matter on 

A^^ricrdtural^^ public bodies and educational 

Education institutions alike are actively concen- 
trating, the publication by the Agricul- 
tural Education Association of a Memorandum* making very 
definite proposals on the subject so far as England and Wales 
are concerned is particularly opportune. 

The Association in July, 1918, assigned to various com- 
niitt(‘es the duty ol each surveying a particular branch of 
agricultural (‘duration, with the result that recommendations 
are made, in a brochure extending to some 64 pages, under the 
heads of County Work and Elementary Education; Inter- 
mediate Education; University Education; Agricultural Re- 
search; Dairy Education; Horticultural Education; Poultry 
Education; Co-operative Experimental W^ork; Certificates and 
Diplomas; the Function of the Farm in Organised Education; 
the Live Stock Improvement Scheme in Relation to Educa- 
tion ; Control of Education and Status of Educational Staffs ; 
and the Fundamental Importance of Co-ordination in 
Education. 

It is not possible here to do more than make extracts from 
the summary of the recommendations printed at the end of the 
Memorandum. 

Elaitiwitary Agrrioultural Eduoatlon and County Work.- It is to 

be regretted that in view of the importance of this part of 
the subject the Association did not see fit to devote more than 
the small section allotted* to its consideration. 

The recommendations are to the effect that a dividing line 
should be drawn at the age of 16, the aim of continuation 

• Memorandum on the Reconstruction oj Agricultural Education in England 
and Wales ; published by the Agricultural Education Association. Copies 
may be obtained from the Hon. Sec. of the Association, Harper Adams 
Agricultural College, Newport, Salop. Price is. post free. 
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school education up to this age being the improvement of 
general education, with English, arithmetic and rural science 
as the essential subjects (with, the addition of handicraft or 
gardening for boys and domestic science, dressmaking or 
dairy work for girls); and specific agricultural educational 
courses being provided after that age for those who propose 
to stay on the land. 

Classes devoted primarily to practical agriculture and 
horticulture and extending over two years (with a limitation 
of the centralisation of such instruction) should, it is recom- 
mended, be provided locally for those willing and able to 
carry their education beyond the continuation school stage. 

Thereafter, students fitted for higher instruction should be 
encouraged by scholarships or otherwise to proceed to a Farm 
Institute, or possibly, in cases of outstanding ability, direct 
to the higher college. 

Other recommendations with regard to county work are that 
provision should be made for instruction in the best methods 
of performing the more highly skilled operations of farm 
and allied work; that single lectures and short courses of lec- 
tures to farmers, gardeners, cottagers and others should be 
continued, and may be made particularly useful as a pre- 
liminary to advisory work in the area; that field experimental 
work for demonstration purposes at county centres should be 
continued and extended, and that county educational staffs 
should be considerably augmented. 

Farm Institutes, Agricultural Collesrss and University Asrii- 
Cultural Education, — The Association desire that Farm Insti- 
tutes should be distinguished from Agricultural Colleges by 
the provision at the former of relatively short courses (with 
a standard course of between one and two years), and at the 
latter of longer courses of not less than two years* duration. 

As to the nature of the courses, it is suggested that at the 
Farm Institute sound, practical instruction should be the basis, 
formal teaching of science by way of lectures and laboratory 
work being reduced to the minimum necessary for securing 
an intelligent grasp of the outstanding fundamental 
principles ; while the two- (certificate) and three-year (diploma) 
courses at the College would give a sound knowledge of the 
principles underlying the practice and economics of agriculture 
and allied industries. 

It is recommended that scholarships tenable at the Farm 
Institute should provide for the complete course and .should 
be supplemented by further scholarships, whereby the more 
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able students would pass to the College or University for more 
advanced courses of instruction. 

Provided an adequate staff is available, short courses at 
the Farm Institute are recommended in such subjects as dairy- 
ing, horticulture, poultry -keeping and bee-kceping. 

The provision of a farm is recommended in connection with 
a Farm Institute, suitable for teaching purposes as regards 
both crops and stock, on which thorough practical instruction 
can be given. The farm at the College, in addition to serving 
the purposes of the educational courses, should be utilised 
as a central experimental farm for the province served by the 
College; visits from parties of farmers, and the holding at the 
College of periodical conferences of representative agri- 
culturists with the staff should be encouraged. 

With legard t(» university education the Association state 
that it is desirable* that the univershies should be relieved of 
the duty of providing for c(nirscs of a lower than university 
standard The opinion is exprcs,s('d that while a degree course 
based pr.manly on the history and economics of agriculture 
and the development of rural law and local institutions might 
serve better the needs of the working fanner taking a university 
course for us general educational rather than its technical 
value, the number of such students coming forward at present 
(except, perhaps, at the oId(T universities) is not sufflcumt to 
warrant any radical departure from the existing type of course 
based primarily on science 

For students intending to go out as specialists in one of 
the sciences beanng upon agrVulture, it is recommended that 
an honours degree course in pure science should be the first 
step, followed by a post-graduate course in agriculture and 
agricultural science. The ncc(’ssity for adequate facilities for 
research on the part of the university teaching staffs is empha- 
sised, and it IS insisted that the demands of administrative 
duties should not encroach unduly upon the time available 
for teaching and research. 

Afirrioultural Resoaroh. — The section dealing with this sub- 
ject is of outstdiiding importance. Various important recom- 
mendations of the Association on the question of research are 
on the way to becoming accomplished facts, viz., the prospect 
of increased financial provi.sion for research as the work 
develops and the organisation of a definite research service 
guaranteeing a satisfactory career and thus attracting and 
retaining the best men. 
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In the development of agricultural research institutes the 
efforts made to establish close touch with teaching, advisory 
work, and the agricultural industry should, it is insisted, be 
continued and extended. The suggest ion is made that the 
establishment of a National Agricultural Research Committee 
to survey periodically the whole field of research and organise 
co-operative work on problems of outstanding importance 
might be productive of great good. 

The Function of the Farm In Orgranised Agricultural Education. 
— The Association have a very interesting section on this ques- 
tion. there being confusion of thought in the lay mind as 
to the precise significance of the varied us<,'s to which the farm 
IS put lor the purposes of agricultural education.'* To clear 
away this confusion the Association classify these farms as 
follows : — 

(a) Central Experimental FarmSy attached to a 
research station and used entirely for purposes oi experi- 
ment and research. 

i^b) Institutional Farms attached to a university, col- 
lege, or other teaching institution and used partly for 
teaching purposes and partly for experiment 

(c) County Experimental and Demonstration Farms, 
used for the duplication under different conditions of 
experiments carried out at farms of classes {a) and {b) 
and for the local demonstration of new crops, improved 
varieties, etc. 

(d) Illustration Farms, run on strictly commercial 
lines and intended to demonstrate in a given locality the 
possibilities of the system of farming — not necessarily 
that practised in the locality — deemed by the local 
advisory authority to be the best for the area in question. 

It is pointed out that the standard of profit and loss can 
only be rigidly applied to the last-named type of farm; in 
all other cases, although financial profit is naturally aimed at, 
considerations of profit must be subordinated to educational 
aims. 

Dairy, Hortloultiiral, and Poultry Education. — The Association 
refer to the great lack of well-trained teachers, advisers and 
experts in dairying subjects; and they criticise the concentra- 
tion of dairy education in the past on cheese-making and 
butter-making, pointing out that more attention should be 
paid to the production and management of milk for direct 
human consumption. Special value is attached to the organi- 
sation of periodical conferences of teachers and dairy workers, 
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and the opinion is expressed that such conferences should be 
organised by the Board of Agriculture and Fisheries at 
intervals of not more than three years* 

Horticulture, say the Association, cannot be regarded as 
simply a branch of agriculture, and the problem of the pro- 
vision of horticultural education must hence be regarded as 
largely separate from that of the provision of agricultural 
education. An outline is given of courses of varying duration 
suitable for young persons intending to enter upon a horticul- 
tural career, and also of educational work suited for the 
instruction of older persons; the former comprise a university 
course of at least three years, a college course of two years, and 
short courses including evening classes. 

Finally, the following recommendations are made with 
regard to poultry education : More prominence should be given 
to this subject in the curricula of colleges and farm insti- 
tutes; county work should be closely co-ordinated with the 
foregoing. A course of at least two years* duration, preparing 
candidates for a National Diploma in Poultry Keeping or a 
Poultry Manager’s Certificate should be provided by the 
College, whilst the Farm Institute should provide shorter 
courses qualifying for a Poultry Worker’s Certificate. Special 
provision for research and experimental work in the subject 
is urgently needed. 


REPORT ON BOARD’S CHEESE-MAKING 
SCHEME DURING 1918. 

The Dairying Branch of the Board have recently drawn up 
a Report on the work accomplished during the 1918 season 
under the Board’s scheme for the encouragement of cheese- 
making. 

Within the year under review greater extensions took place 
in the scope of the work than occurred in any previous year. 
As compared with 1917 twelve more counties were added to 
the list of those providing instruction. Forty -two additional 
teachers were emp]o)’cd, 35 additional travelling schools were 
in operation, and the number of co-operative cheese schools 
was doubled. 

Courses of instruction were held at 400 more centres than in 
1917, and the increases in the number of persons instructed 
and farms visited were 1,850 and 1,975 respectively. 
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During 1918 travelling cheese-making instruction was in 
progress in 46 counties. The extension which has taken place 
in this type of instruction is at once made clear by pointing out 
that previous to the starting of the scheme in 1916 4 counties 
only provided instruction in this subject, and the total number 
of such schools in existence was 5. There is considerable 
evidence indicating that a very high proportion of those who 
received instruction in the travelling cheese schools afterwards 
practised cheese-making in their own dairies. 

A summary of the provision made under the scheme, and 
the work performed in 1916, 1917 and 1918 is as follows: — 



igi6. 

19 T?. 

1918. 

Number of teachers employed 

‘14 

61 

100 

,, „ travelling schools 

37 

44 

78 

,, ,, centres visited . . 

j8o 

333 

733 

, , , persons instructed 

3.^49 

4*415 

11,328 

,, farms visited . . 

564 

683 

2,658 

„ ,, co-operativo cheese 

schools 

L 

9 

18 

The special Treasury grant made on 

the recommendation of 

the Development Commissioners for the purpose of the scheme 

was as follows : — 

Summary of Estimates. 


£ 

5. d. 

Ten migratory schools . . 


400 

0 0 

Twenty co-operative schools 


2,000 

0 0 

Provision for special grants on 
salaries 

teachers' 

600 

0 0 

Clerical assistance 


100 

0 0 

Total 


£3.^00 

0 0 


The approximate amounts expended under the several heads 
were as follows : — 



£ 

5. 

d. 

Apparatus for migratory schools 

350 

0 

0 

,, co-operative schools 

Provision for special grants on teachers* 

958 

0 

0 

salaries, approximately 

725 

0 

0 

Clerical assistance, approximately 

25 

0 

0 

Total . . 

/2,o58 

0 

0 


During the year the loans of apparatus made to County 
Authorities were: — Small holders, 17; small travelling pressed 
sets, 18; co-operative school sets, 9. These, together with 
those loaned in previous years, now make the total number of 
loaned sets: — Small holders, 37 j small pressed sets, 30; co- 
operative school sets, 18 complete and 3 part sets. 

y 



3o6 Rspoitr on Board's Cressb-Making Scheme, [juke. 


TraftlIttiR OhetM iohoolt.— The travelling cheese schools have 
continued to work in accordance with the original scheme^ 
which provided for the school being located at a centre for a 
period of two to four weeks. As a general rule the period 
adopted in practice has been two weeks only, a few counties 
following the longer period of a month. 



Travel- 

Centres 

No. of 

Farms 

Co-op. 

Teachers 

County. 

ling 

Schools 

Visited. 

Pupils. 

Visited 

Cheese 

Schools. 

Em- 

ployed. 

Anglesey 

I 

2 

16 


2 

3 

Bedford 

I 

7 

77 

35 

— 

2 

Berks . . 

2 

X4 

117 

III 

I 

3 

Bucks . . 

2 

ZI 

I.L5 

— 

— 

2 

Cheshire 

I 

I 

13 

— 

I 

3 

Cornwall 

5 

21 

203 

65 

3 

7 

Cumlx^rland and 
Westmorland 

2 

23 

423 

107 

2 

4 

Cardigan, Rad- 
nor, Brecon 

I 

6 

82 



, 

I 

Carnarvon 

1 

4 

62 

5 

I 

2 

Carmarthen . . 

I 

6 

47 


— 

I 

Derby . . 

I 

40 

800 

— 

— 

z 

D^von , . 

4 

50 

O52 

112 

— 

4 

Dorset . . 

2 

6 

42 

40 

— 

2 

Durham 

2 

18 

268 

57 

— 

3 

Essex . . 



— 

— 

2 

Flint and Den- 
bigh . . 

I 

3 

84 

38 

3 

4 

Glamorgan 

I 

<59* 

110 

107 

— 

I 

Gloucester 

2 

28 

2,038 

— 

— 

2 

Hants . . 

2 

II 

124 

r6 

— 

2 

Hereford 

4 

43 

708 

149 

2 

4 

Herts . , 

I 

I 

20 

— 

— 

I 

Kent , . 

4 

ii 

X35 

X44 i 

— 

4 

Lines. Kesteven 

I 

X7 

557 

4 1 

— 

I 

Lindsey 

Merioneth 

2 

15 

285 

121 

— 

2 

Z 

4 

47 

— 

— 

I 

Middlesex 

1 

2 

90 

— 1 

— 

I 

Monmouth 

I 

I 

30 

— 1 

— 

I 

Montgomery. . . 

I 

8 

126 

— 

1 2 

3 

Northampton . . 

2 

10 

139 

59 

— 

2 

Northumberrd. 

I 

60 

960 


— 

I 

Oxford 

I 

8 

80 


— 

2 

Pembroke 

» I 

7 

76 

50 

— 

X 

Salop . , 

2 

16 

169 

173 

— 

2 

Somerset. 

4 

62 

644 

406 

— 

4 

Stafford. 

I 

14 

538 

— • 

— 

X 

Suffolk, East . . 

I 

16 

139 

189 

— 

I 

, West . . ! 

I 

6 

108 


— 

z 

Sussex, East . . 

2 

8 

134 

18 

— 

2 

.. West .. 

3 

8 

233 

91 

— 1 

3 

Warwick 

I 

9 

185 

160 

— 

X 

Wilts .. 

3 

16 

153 

— 

I 

4 

Worcester 

I 

X4 

140 

250 

j 

z 

Yorks 

6 

29 

359 

53 

— 

7 


78 

735 

11.3*8 

*■598 

18 

ZOO 


* House-to-house instruction. 
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The instructresses conducting these schools continue to 
encourage students to supply the milk of their own herds for 
instructional purposes, and, as the class progresses, to blend 
the milk brought in by several students for the purpose of 
making a cheese of larger size on a co-operative basis. Thus 
the schools continue to lead to a demand for the holding of 
co-operative schools. In a great measure it was due to this 
influence that the number of co-operative cheese schools held 
:n 1918 was double that of 1917. 

It is satisfactory to report that, notwithstanding the large 
number of schools held, in no case was there anything 
approaching a failure, and it is remarkable that such a large 
body of instructresses recruited under considerable difficulties 
should have rendered such uniformly good service. 

Co-op«ratlve Cheese Schools. — The work of the 18 co-operative 
cheese schools has been highly satisfactory. The amount of 
milk dealt with daily at each school varied from 100 to 400 
gal., the greater portion of this milk being that obtained 
during the flush season of the year, which might otherwise have 
been put to a less useful purpose. 

Nearly the whole of the cheese made was graded " A,** which 
reflects great credit on the instructresses' handling of mixed 
milks 

In addition to providing striking business examples in 
co-operation these schools have also been excellent centres for 
training cheese-makers and factory workers. Approximately 
200 received tuition by this means. The co-operative cheese 
schools in most cases have resulted in the formation of 
registered co-operative dairy societies. Thus, it is known that 
at 12 of the 18 centres at which these schools operated last 
year co-operative societies have been or are about to be 
registered, and that since the introduction of this type of 
demonstration teaching 22 dairy co-operative societies have 
been registered and are conducting co-operative dairy busi- 
nesses, all of which have resulted from either the direct or 
indirect influence of the schools. 

One effect of the school has been the establishment of the 
cheese-making industry in several new districts. This is 
especially applicable to Cornwall, Devon, Hereford and North 
Wales. In each of these districts there is every probability of 
the industry becoming permanent and proving of benefit to 
those concerned. In these areas there are many indications 
that the number of cows kept is on the increase, largely owing 
to the introduction of the cheese-making industry. 


y 2 
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Reports received both from the Inspectors and County 
Authorities show that a great proportion of those who were 
given instruction put their teaching into practice in their own 
dairies, and it is reasonable to conclude that the instruction 
provided under the scheme did a great deal during the period 
of war lo relieve the shortage in the supply of cheese, par- 
ticularly in the rural areas, and this was especially beneficial 
in the case of agricultural labourers. 

There is still considerable scope for the devolopment of the 
industry, and the fact that Great Britain does not at present 
produce more than one-fourth of her cheese requirements 
makes it obvious that a further increase is necessary. 

At 12 of the centres where the schools were held during 1918 
co-opcral i\ e . societies have since been formed, and at three 
others the suppliers have become members of existing societies. 

InoTMM of Co-oporative Cheese Faotories, — As the result of 
the co-operative cheese schools held during 1917, 10 co- 

operative cheese factories were equipped and started during 
1918. Eight of these are the direct result of the schools, and 
two •other societies were registered in consequence of the 
indirect effect of Ihe demonstrations. The following are those 
formed after the schools: — 

Haslington . . . . . . . . Cheshire. 

Wellington . . Hereford. 

Dinmore . . . . . . „ 

Lostwithiel . . . . Cornwall. 

Bridge Sellers . , . . Hereford. 

Camelford . . . . . . . . Cornwall. 

Stothians . . . . „ 

Gwinear . . . . . . . . „ 

Llangerniew Denbigh. 

Eifionydd .. . .. Carnarvon. 

At two other centres — Pool Quay (Montgomeryshire), and 
Redlynch (Wilts) — cheese-making has been continued and 
carried on on co-operative lines, although not as co-operative 
societies. 

Voluntary reports submitted from Cornwall and North 
Wales show that the establisliment of these factories in calf- 
rearing districts has not reduced the number of calves reared, 
and that more cows are being kept in consequence of the 
factories being established. 

In the following three cases the increase in the cow popula- 
tion is said to be due to the influence of the co-operative 
factories. 
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Factory. 
Dinmore . . 
liangemiew 
Camelford 


Increase in Cow 
Population. 
50 per cent. 

25 

45 


FACTORS CONCERNED IN THE LAYING 
OF CORN CROPS. 

In the latter part of the autumn of 1918 an inquiry was made 
on behalf of the Food Production Department of the Board into 
the factors concerned in the laying of corn crops. A schedule 
of questions bearing on various aspects of the subject was 
circulated and the following notes summarise the information 
obtained from replies dealing with 65 crops of wheat, oats and 
barley, and a certain amount of general information provided 
by organising officers who assisted in the inquiry. 

The majority of replies were received from Wales and the 
western parts of the country, relatively few coming from the 
more important corn-growing districts of the cast and south- 
east portions. 

The inquiry has failed to bring out clearly any new informa- 
tion on the subject. As, however, the laying of crops is a factor 
of such importance in limiting the yield per acre it may serve 
a useful purpose to place its main results on record. 

The laying of crops is most likely to occur when the crops are 
grown under conditions tending to produce heavy yields per 
acre, though in exceptionally bad weather even light crops may 
become laid. Grain crops following potatoes or market-garden 
crops, or on land heavily manured for a root crop, are especially 
apt to be beaten down in rough weather. Top dressings of 
nitrogenous manures, such as nitrate of soda or sulphate of 
ammonia, also tend to produce easily-laid straw. In fact 
anything leading to excessively rapid and sappy growth during 
the late spring and early summer acts as a predisposing cause. 

Unfortunately it is as impos.siblc to gauge accurately the 
maximum quantity of nitrogenous manure that can be applied 
with safety as to forecast the chances of a long spell of forcing 
weather in May or June, and some risk has to be taken if a 
heavy crop is to be secured. A knowledge of the conditions 
tending to prevent laying, however, may diminish the risk 
considerably. 

The completed schedules showed a general agreement 
regarding these conditions. One, on which considerable stress 
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was laid in many cases, was that the early-sown crop was more 
likely to stand satisfactorily than the crop sown late in the 
season. Whilst this applied to both autumn- and spring-sown 
crops, the beneficial results of early sowing are perhaps most 
clearly marked in the latter. Several correspondents from 
South Wales attributed the better standing powers of winter- 
sown oats to this cause, and suggested their more extensive 
cultivation, llic suggestion is probably a sound one, though 
the freedom from la3dng may be due as much to differences in 
the straw structures of the two varieties as to the dates of 
sowing. 

The growth of early-maturing varieties was also suggested 
as a preventive of laying, the underl5nng idea being that the 
early hardening of the straw was often advantageous. This 
would apply particularly in districts where, on account of high 
elevation and other causes, the crops tend to mature slowly. 

Good evidence was produced to show that a similar result, 
namely, early maturity, could be obtained by the use of 
phosphatic manures. 

The sturdy growth of the straw is markedly influenced by 
the quantity of seed sown per acre. As a general rule a heavy 
seed rate gives rise to an overcrowded crop with weak, slender 
straw, whilst a thinner plant produces a stiiler straw with 
better standing propei ties. This is often obvious on headlands, 
where for various reasons the plant is often comparatively thin. 

The results are so marked that it would probably pay farmers 
on land where laying is frequent to determine experimentally 
the best seed rate, or even to sow at the normal rate and thin 
the crop down in the early spring. 

One correspondent, in discussing the la5dng of the oat crop, 
stated that a mixture of varieties stood better than a pure crop. 
With oats, if required only for home consumption, the 
practice, if found satisfactory, might be used generally. It 
would be impossible, however, to produce good malting barley 
or wheat which would sell at average prices from a mixture of 
varieties. A better plan would be to adopt the practice of 
growing a mixture of grain and beans, the latter forming only 
a small percentage of the crop as the stiff stems are only required 
here and there as supports. On threshing, the mixtme can be 
separated almost completely into its component parts. 

No conclusive evidence was brought forward to show that 
any artifidal manures except phosphates have any value as 
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straw stiffeners, though both lime and salt were said to have 
some effect in this direction. 

Feeding off the crop with sheep during March and April was 
frequently recommended as a method for preventing it from 
becoming laid. It also has the advantage of consolidating the 
siu-face where soils are exceptionally light. The grazing 
probably diminishes the yield per acre, but in view of the fact 
that grazed crops have been known to yield over 9 quarters 
per acre,* the loss is not too great to be faced when a standing 
crop is ensured. 

The fact is generally recognised that different varieties of 
wheat, barley and oats differ considerably in their liability to 
become laid. The subject has been investigated tentatively 
but no comprehensive tests have been carried on over a sufficient 
period to provide conclusive results. With the object of 
supplementing what information there is in existence on the 
subject, the name of the variety of wheat, barley or oats, on 
which the account of the laid crop was based was asked for in 
the schedule. 

Several who replied gave additional information regarding 
the standing power of varieties, and this, together with the 
results of variety trials on wheat in Herefordshire and on oats 
in Northumberland, have been drawn upon in the following 
summary : — 

The barleys, as a whole, have poor -standing straws, and 
none of the varieties cultivated in this country can be relied 
upon to stand up against a storm which would leave a wheat 
crop unharmed. But appreciable differences in straw strength 
exist amongst them. The narrow-eared Chevalier types, as a 
class, possess the weakest straw of any. The straw of the broad- 
eared Goldthorpe types is better, but most of the varieties 
suffer from the defect that the top joint of the straw is apt to 
break when the crop is dead-ripe, with the result that a consider- 
able percentage of the ears drops off. Archer’s Stiff-straw 
barley has much the same standing capacity as the Goldthorpe 
types, without the drawback of liability to "necking.” In 
the Sprat barleys the straw is still stiffer, though unfortunately 
this good featme is associated with a coarseness of the grain 
which too often spoils it for malting purposes. 

The best straws in the group appear to be found in certain 
hybrids of Archer’s Stiff-straw barley and a Swedish broad- 
eared barley. Plumage. These hybrids are known as Archplume 

See this Journal, January, 1919, p. 1163. 
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and Plumage Ardier barleys. The strains of Binder and 
Maltster are also fairly satisfactory. 

In the oat crop there are very marked differences in the straw 
characteristics, and there seems to be every gradation from the 
thin-strawed types, grown where straw is especially important 
for feeding purposes, to the thick reed-like straws of such a 
variety as Storm King. The thickness of the straw, however, 
is not an accurate index of its standing capacity. 

The replies to the schedule mention a considerable number of 
varieties with good straw characteristics, but in the absence of 
comparative trials it is impossible to put them in order of 
merit. Yielder is noted from Cockle Park as the best standing 
variety grown there, whilst Victory and Banner have stood 
“ moderately well.” Black Tartarian, Storm King, and 
Abundance are mentioned as satisfactory in several reports. 
Blainslie, Sandy, and Tam Finlay are, on the other hand, poor 
standers. 

The straw ot the various sorts of wheat grown in this country 
is on the whole better, from the point of view of withstanding 
rough weather, than that of either barley or oats. There is no 
variety cultivated on an extensive scale in which it can be 
described as “ bad," and most varieties can be safely described 
as ” moderately good ” in this respect. Again, comparative 
trials under conditions where the lodging of the crop is almost 
inevitable are wanting, so that it is impossible to place the best 
standing varieties in order of merit. If a choice is made, 
however, from amongst the varieties Stand Up White, Browick, 
Iron (Swedish), Fenman and Yeoman, the chances of the crop 
” going down ” will be reduced to the minimum. Other 
varieties with a sufficiently good straw to withstand anything 
except extremely suitable conditions for laying are Squarehead’s 
Master, Wilhelmina, and Benefactor. 


In the issue of the Agricidtural Gazette of Canada for 
February, 1919, is published an account of some tests made on 
demonstration pig pastures which were 
^monstration formed in New Brunswick during the 

Hew ® specia .1 effort to aid 

m the production of pork. It was 
arranged for the demonstrations to take the form of co- 
operative grazing tests with stock-farmers in the various 
coimties of the Pronnee Forty-eight demonstration pastures 
were provided for in thirteen counties, and 245 pigs were 
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grazed Those taking part in the tests were given a quantity 
of seed sufficient to sow one acre of ground, and a coil of 
woven hog fence wire with which to enclose the pigs. 

The following forage crops were tested: — 

(a) Rape, 5 lb., sown in rows 26 in. apart. 

{b) Red clover, a year-old stand used as pasture. 

(c) Grain mixture. Oats 2 bush., and barley, i J bush. 

(d) Grain mixture. Oats 2J bush., and peas 1^ bush. 

(e) Grain mixture. Oats i| bush., peas i bush,, and barley 

bnsli. 

Mixed clover and timothy seed was furnished to seed down 
all grain pastures, so that the area could be used as a pig 
pasture the following spring. All the forage crops tested 
made good pasture for a part of the summer. Red clover 
proved the most satisfactory crop under the conditions of the 
test. Pasturing on clover may begin before the blossoms form, 
and continue all summer if a rotation of plots is provided and 
the area not overstocked. 

The results of the tests during 1918 indicate that grazing 
should prove an economical method of feeding growing pigs 


Conititution and 
Fonctioni 
of the Agricnltural 
Executive Com- 
mittee!. 


Under the provisions of the Cultivation of Lands (Com- 
mittees) Order, 1919, new Agricultural Executive Committc'es 
were to come into office on 1st June, 
except in those counties where a later 
date has been fixed by the Board. 

Two-thirds of the members of the new 
Committees have been appointed by the 
County Councils and the remaining third 
by the Board, and in selecting their nominees the Board have 
endeavoured to secure that the various agricultural interests 
are adequately represented, and to retain the services of as 
many as possible of those who have done good work on the 
old Committees. The Board have also used their power of 
appointment to secure that each Executive Committee includes 
at least one woman and one representative of labour. There 
will be general agreement that women have rendered such 
admirable service to the industry of agriculture during the 
War that they have more than earned the recognition of 
representation on the Agricultural Executive Committees, but 
the Board feel also that the time has come to combine in one 
organisation the work of both women and men in agriculture in- 
stead of continuing the separate women’s organisation which 
was established for the special emergency of the War. As 
a first step, therefore, the Board have appointed a woman on 
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each Agricultural Executive Conunittee, and the matter is 
further referred to below in connection with the appointment 
of sub-committees. 

With regard to a representative of labour, the Board feel 
that the work of the Committees affects so closely the interests 
of agricultural labourers and small holders that it is most 
desirable that they should be directly represented on the 
Committees. Such representation is also a recognition of 
their position as producers of food, and should tend to create 
a community of interest between the different classes of agri- 
culturists. 

Hitherto the Board’s District Commissioners have been 
appointed members of the Agricultural Executive Committees, 
but the Board have decided that in future they need not be 
members of the Committees with power to vote, and that 
it will be sufficient if they attend the meetings of the Com- 
mittee as the Board’s local representatives authorised to act 
as liaison officers, but without the power to vote. 

DutlM of ttia committoes.— The Committees will continue as 
agents for the Board to carry on the work which has been done 
by the original Committees in stimulating food production 
and enforcing good cultivation. Until the legal termination 
of the War, i.t., the date when the Peace Treaty is ratified, 
the Committees will exercise the powers of the Board under 
the Defence of the Realm Regulations, which were delegated 
to the original Committees. After the termination of the 
War the Committoes will be authorised to exercise the Board’s 
powers under Part IV. of the Corn Production Act, 1917. 

The position of the Committees in the future is also affected 
by the proposals at present contained in Part IV. of the Land 
Settlement (Facilities) Bill, which will be included in the Bill 
for the reconstruction of the Board of Agriculture when it is 
introduced. If those proposals pass into law there will be 
established in each county a statutory Agricultural Committee 
of the County Council to which will stand referred all the 
agricultmal duties of the County Council, including agri- 
cultural education if the County Council so desires. The Bill 
also provides that the powers of the Board, under Part IV. 
of the Corn Production Act, 1917. and Part II. of the Land 
Drainage Act, 1918, may be delegated to the Agricultural 
Committee or a Sub-Committee thereof. The County Council 
will, therefore, become the authority for all matters affecting 
agriculture in the county, in place of the present system under 
which certain matters are dealt with by a Committee respon- 
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sible solely to the Board. In view of the fact that the Board 
are closely interested, financially and otherwise, in the work 
of the Agricultural Committee, the Bill provides that it should 
be established under a scheme to be approved by the Board, 
and that one-third of the membership of the Committee and 
of any sub-committecs appointed by it may be appointed by 
the Board. The number of members of the Agricultural Com- 
mittee will be regulated by the scheme and no limit is prescribed 
by the Bill. It is intended that the agricultural Committee 
should appoint sub-committees to deal with the different 
branches of its work, and one of the sub-committees will, no 
doubt, be responsible for the supervision of cultivation in the 
interests of food production and good husbandry, and will 
exercise the Board’s powers under Part IV. of the Corn Pro- 
duction Act, 1917. It is hoped that the members of this sub- 
committee will be the persons who have previously been acting 
as the Agricultural Executive Committee for the county. 

It is probable, therefore, that the new Agricultural Executive 
Committee, which came into office on ist June, will continue 
as such till towards the end of this year, when the statutory 
Agricultural Committee has been established, and that it will 
thereafter carry on the same work as a sub-committee of the 
Agricultural Committee of the County Council. 

In the meantime the Board look to the Agricultural Execu- 
tive Committees to maintdn and consolidate the results which 
have been secured by the food production camptiign during 
the War and to make it their business to see that the proper 
cultivation of the land and the production of the maximum 
quantity of food is regarded as a duty of the highest importance 
to the nation as a whole. 

Sub-CommlttMs.— The Agricultural Executive Committees 
will no doubt continue to transact much of their business by 
special sub committees, and it may be useful to make the 
following observations on some of the principal matters for 
which sub-committees have hitherto been set up. 

(a) Labour . — In view of the serious shortage of labour for 
the land that still exists in many parts of the country it is 
probable that a Labour Sub-Committee will be needed for some 
time to assist farmers to obtain the additional labour they 
require. Apart from the control of prisoner labour as long 
as such labour is available the matters to be dealt with by this 
Sub-Committee will fall mainly under three headings 
(i.) Release from the Colours. 
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(ii.) Co-opeiatioa with the local Em|doyment Exchanges lor the 
placing of unemployed labour available for the land. 

(iii.) Training and placing of inexperienced ex-Service men who 
desire to obtain agricultural employment. It has now been 
decided to ask Agricultural Executive Committees to under* 
take the vocational (apart from curative) training in agricul- 
ture of partially disabled men in addition to able-bodied 
men. 

(b) Cultivaiion . — This sub-committee will presumably have 
to be retained so long as any substantial number of tractors 
or horses is being worked by the Committee, but the Board 
are anxious that the Tractor and Horse Schemes should be 
closed down as soon as possible, and the implements and 
machinery disposed of by sale in accordance with the instruc- 
tions already given. 

(c) Women . — Up to the present the whole of the work 
connected with the training, employment and organisation of 
women on the land has been carried out by separate Women’s 
War Agricultural Committees. As is stated above it is now 
proposed to combine the two sets of organisations, and pro- 
vision has been made for the representation of women on the 
Agricultmal Executive Committees. The Board suggest that 
each Agricultural Executive Committee should establish a 
special Women’s Sub-Committee, and that for this purpose 
they should take over the existing Women’s War Agricultural 
('ommittce of the county, which is constituted by a process of 
election by the Village Registrars and District Representatives. 
So long as it is decided to continue the Land Army, the present 
paid officers of the Women’s Committee will be required. 

(d) Horticulture . — In their Circular Letter of the 15th March, 
the Board asked the County Councils to set up special Horti- 
cultural Sub-Committees of the Committees responsible for 
Agricultural Education, and where it has been reported to 
the Board that this has been done, the Agricultural Executive 
Committee have been asked to dissolve their Horticultural 
Sub-Committee. The Board consider that the time has now 
come when all the Horticultural Sub-Committees should be 
definitely brought to an end, and they have, therefore, asked 
each Agricultural Executive Committee not to sanction any 
further expenditure in connection with the work of the Horti- 
cultural Sub-Committees after the 30th June, except in any 
county where the Board's approval for some special arrange- 
ment is obtained previous to the date mentioned. 

The above arrangements for bringing to an end expenditure 
by the Agricultural Executive Committees upon horticulture 
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do not apply to work in connection with the Bee Re-stocking 
Scheme, which the Board recognise will be continued until 
the end of September. 

DMriot CommlttaM.— The District Committees which were 
set up by the original Agricultural Executive Committees 
ceased to exist on May 31st, but it appears to the Board that 
the new Agricultural Executive Committees will find it essential 
to have the advice and assistance of District Committees if 
they are to be in a position to exercise any effective control 
of cultivation. The Board suggest, therefore, that the new 
Agricultural Executive Committees should proceed at once to 
appoint District Advisory Committees, and that as far as 
possible they should endeavour to obtain the services of those 
men and women who have done useful service on the original 
District ('ommittees together with any additional members 
that may be desirable. 

Staff and ixpanaaa.— The work of the new Agricultural 
Executive Committees will require a much smaller staff than 
has been employed during the War, and special care will be 
taken to sec that no appointments are continued unless they 
are fully justified by the quantity of work done. As a general 
rule the Board think that it will be sufficient if there is in each 
county a Chief Executive Officer with one or more District 
Executive Officers according to the size of the county, together 
with a Secretary and a few clerks. The termination of the 
Tractor and Horse Schemes will dispense with the need for a 
Tractor Representative and a Horse Officer, and other officers 
specially engaged for those schemes, and it will not be necessary 
to retain the post of Clerk to the Supplies Sub-Committee. As 
has been indicated above the Secretary of the Horticultural 
Committee should not be retained after 30th June, unless the 
special sanction of the Board has been given. It may be neces- 
sary in some counties to retain the post of Labour Officer for a 
short period, but in many cases this post could be combined 
with that of Chief Executive Officer or Secretary. A Finance 
Officer will be required for a few months longer to complete 
the collection of smns due under the Tractor and Horse 
Schemes, but the Secretary should be able to undertake this 
work after the end of Spetember next. 

In many counties Drainage Committees have been established 
by the Board under Part II. of the Land Drainage Act, 1918, 
and it is desired that the work of those Committees should be 
carried on by the same staff as is employed by the Agricultural 
Executive Committee. If it is considered desirable that a 
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special Drainage Officer should be engaged, the Board are 
{wepared to sanction such appointments and the cost would 
be met out of the funds of the Executive Committee. Pro- 
posals for the appointment of Drainage Officers are to be 
submitted to the ]^ard with a statement of the qualifications 
of the man selected and the salary proposed to be paid. 

It is anticipated that the new Committees will consider the 
question of their staff at an early date, and that they will 
submit to the Board a complete statement .showing the names 
and proposed salaries of each member of the staff whom they 
propose to appoint or retain. In making new appeantments 
it is desired that special preference should be given to men 
who have served in the Naval, Military or Air Forces of the 
Crown during the War. Committees have also been asked to 
submit their proposals with regard to any payments proposed 
to be made to Secretaries of District Committees in future. 
These officials will obviously have much less work than was 
the case during the ploughing campaign, and the Board hope 
that it may be possible to obtain the services of suitable men 
in each district either voluntarily or for nominal salaries 

In many cases the reduction of staffs will render possible a 
considerable economy in the cost of office accommodation, 
and Committees have been asked to bear this in mind and to 
effect any savings that can be made. 


Few people realise that before the War this country 
practically supplied the world with certain classes of 
vegetable seeds, both of the kind grown on 

more specialised 
varieties cultivated by market gardeners. 
The industry, as it at present exists, is a specialised one, and 
is in the hands of a comparatively small number of growers, 
contractors, and wholesale and retail merchants. 

•eMf-rrowlnflr DIMriot*.— The principal seed-growing counties 
are Essex, Lincoln, Cambridge, Huntingdon, Kent, Bedford 
and Norfolk. Smaller areas are to be found in Lancashire, 
Suffolk, Sussex, Hereford, Somerset and Anglesey. These 
counties, however, do not embrace the whole of the suitable 
soil area where seed crops might be successfully grown. The 
silts of Lincoln and Norfolk are particularly suitable for this 
form of husbandry, and fen land has proved suitable for some 
crops. 
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The county of Essex has always been famous as a seed- 
growing area, mainly on account of its low rainfall, early 
harvests, and the drought- resisting properties of the soil 

Although there are a few independent seed growers who 
select and grow their own seed and finally dispose of it on 
the market, the great bulk of the seed crops grown by farmers 
is contracted for by the large firms who supply the “ stock ” 
seed, and arrange with the grower as to the price to be paid 
them for the roughly-dressed crop in autumn or winter. The 
‘ stock ** seed is obtained by carefuly selecting typical roots or 
plants and growing them on. The utmost care and labour are 
taken to discard all plants which show deviation from the true 
type of the variety. This seed is carefully dressed, tested, and 
sent out to growers when contracts have been arranged. In the 
ca.se of mangolds, swedes, and many of the Brassica family, 
the stock seed is sown about mid-season, and transplanted in 
autumn or early spring; a closer plant is thus obtained, and 
usually a heavier crop of seed. 

Inspection of Crops While Growingr* — The large wholesale 
houses which contract, as well as the private growers, employ 
capable men who have had in most cases a life-long experience 
in the cultivation of crops for seed purposes. These men are 
known as Roguers,” and one of their most important duties 
is to watch the growth of the various crops let out to farmers, 
and to remove all plants in the crops which are not true to type 
and which, if allowed to mature seed, would lower the standard 
of quality in the bulk sample. The Roguers are also able to 
give advxe as to the best methods of harvesting, extracting, 
and dressing, and this advice is of the greatest service to 
farmers or small holders who may be growing seed crops for 
the first time. 

Dtngor of Cross Pollination. — The advice given during the 
War to allotment and other small holders to save their own 
seed was very unsound, as seed crops cultivated in such hold* 
ings are readily cross-pollinated by others of the same family 
which may be growing in close proximity. This is particularly 
true of the Brassica tribe, which usually produces an 
abundance of pollen which is readily carried by insects and the 
wind for considerable distances. 

Different varieties of cabbage, kale, and turnip should be 
separated by at least half a mile to ensure purity of the 
strains. Unless small growers are prepared to grow sufficient 
quantities to ensure a paying return, it is much better to leave 
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seed-^growing to farmers and men who have made the subject 
their vocation. There are, on the other hand, several kinds of 
vegetable crops which might be grown profitably by the small 
holder who can afford to wait over a season for returns. 

In cases where it is desired to obtain seed quickly, or where 
autumn transplants have failed, the practice has sometimes 
been to drill direct and harvest the same season, but the trans- 
planting method is the most generally practised and gives the 
best results. 

Swede, mangold, carrot, parsnip, beet, onion and members 
of the cabbage family are quite suitable for culture by small 
holders, provided sufficient isolation is obtained, but this might 
present difficulties on colonies of small holders closely 
grouped together. 

Nam«tln§r of ••ad. — This is a most important operation, as 
the crops must be taken at the right time and not be allowed 
to get overripe, otherwise quantities of the seed are lost through 
dropping. 

Several vegetable seed crops have to be harvested at two 
operations, as for instance, parsnips. The terminal heads 
(umbels), or to use the trade expression, the King Heads, 
ripen first, and are usually removed by women and are bagged, 
while the lateral heads are allowed to ripen on the plant, which 
is cut over at a later date, and stacked or brought under cover, 
pending threshing out during the winter. In the case of 
parsnips this threshing is a very simple operation, as the seed 
falls out very readily, and the heads can be finally cleaned 
out by beating with a stick or mallet. 

Homt-Crown ietd Supsrior to ForolRn 8001I, — Most large market 
gardeners prefer home-grown seed, and several of the 
largest Bedfordshire growers save their own seed. This is 
particularly true of onions, and the Bedford men who grow 
this crop have found by experience that this practice is to their 
advantage. 

Foreign-grown onion seed usually gives a higher germina- 
tion than English seed, but in the final crop the tonnage per 
acre is in the majority of cases much heavier where home- 
grown seed has been used. This is accounted for by the fact 
that the bulbs produced from imported seed are usually 
smaller than those obtained from home-saved seed. 

Last season (1918) the Food Production Department of the 
Board carried out some experiments with American onion 
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seed The varieties tested were Red Wethersfield, Yellow 
Strassburg, Yellow Flat Danvers and Australian Brown. 
The tests were made at seven centres, and the weighings 
seemed to prove that the tonnage per acre was considerably 
less than an average onion crop grown under commercial 
conditions in this country. 

At one centre (Wisley) a comparison was made with home- 
grown varieties. One hundred^plants were selected from stocks 
raised under the same conditions and transplanted on the same 
soil, and treated on equal conditions right through the season. 
The final weighings were as follows : — 

American Varieties (Californian Seed). 


Yellow Flat Danvers 

27jlb. 

Australian Brow’n 

23 

Yellow Strassburg 

19 

Red Wethersfield 

17 .. 

Home-grown Varieties, 
Cranston’s Excelsior 

40 lb. 

Ailsa Craig 

47 » 


It may of course be argued that the American varieties were 
pitted against large bulbing types, but at all centres the bulbs 
produced by the foreign seed were undersized. It should also 
be mentioned that onion seed from the north of France in pre- 
war times did not show this disparity. 

Under existing conditions there would appear to be con- 
siderable possibilities of increasing the area under seed crops 
in Britain and expanding the export trade. 

At present very little literature on the subject is in existence. 
A small booklet of some 30 pages entitled Seed Farming in 
Britain” has recently been compiled by A. J. Macself, and 
affords an introduction to the subject.* It is styled “A 
Practical Treatise on the Cultivation of Vegetables for the 
Production of Seeds,” and gives a considerable amount of 
information on the general question of seed farming. 


The Canadian Water Weed or Water Thyme {Elodea 
canadensis) was introduced from North America into the 
British Isles in 1836, and within the next 
fifteen years had spread and increased to 
^ such an extent that it became a serious 
nuisance to navigation and drainage. 
According to records collected by Mr. A. O. Walker, F.L.S., 
and published by him in the Proceedings of the Linnean Society 




** Seed Fanning in Britain." — Hortus Printing Company, Ltd., Burnley, 

X9Z9, 2 S. 6d. 
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for 1911-Z912, pp. 71-77, the plant is not now increasing in 
the Britidi Isles, and appears to be on the wane in many parts. 
It is, however, often still sufficiently abundant to form a 
prominent feature of the aquatic vegetation in ponds, ditches, 
lakes, rivers and canals, and the results of an investigation of 
the food value of the plant recently carried out in Holland 
may, therefore, be considered of practical importance. 
Experiments showed that the p[ant may well be used as cattle 
and pig food. Since Elodea is at its best in summer, when 
a sufficient supply of other green fodder is usually available, 
it would be of greater value to preserve it, and conversion 
into silage seems the most satisiactory method. 

Elodea is an entirely submerged water plant of a clear green 
colour. The stems are slender, cyhndrical, brittle, much 
branched, and emit roots at the nodes. The leaves are nearly 
always in groups of threes, the groups being closer together on 
the young stems and more distant on the older. Each leaf is 
three to four times as long as it is broad (about \ in. by in.), 
and has a very finely-toothed margin. Elodea produces male 
and female flowers on different plants, and, since only plants 
bearing female flowers are known in Britain, reproduction does 
not here take place by seeds, but by small buds which become 
detached from the parent plants, and also by the rejuvenescence 
of the tips of the old branches. The female flowers have long, 
slender stalks and reach to the surface of the water. 


The Milk Supply 
of the United 
Kingdom. 


The Milk Control Board of the Ministry of Food have 
recently issued a Memorandum on the 
national milk supply, the principal 
features of which are set out below. 

The inquiries that have been made lead 
to the three following main conclusions : — 

(a) The production and consumption of milk and dairy products 
in Great Britain could be considerably increased to the advan- 
tage of the farmer and of the public. 

(b) The quality of the present milk supply is rendered gravely 

defective — 


(i.) by the presence in the milking herds of cows suffering 
from tuberculosis ; 

(ii.) by faulty methods used in the production and hand- 
ling of milk from the fann to the consumer (including 
delay in distribution). 

(e) The present system of milk distribution is very uneconomical, 
and could be so reorganised as to allow at once of a liberal 
price to the farmer and a fair price to the consumer in certain 
centres^ 
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It is shown that between the years 1871 and 1914 the 
population of the United Kingdom rose from 26,100,000 to 
41,700,000, an increase of 60 per cent., while during the same 
period the number of cows and heifers increased by only 40 per 
-cent. ; at the same time the value of the imported dairy products 
rose by 270 per cent 

The memorandum contains a table giving the number of 
cows per 100 acres of cultivated land in the principal 
European countries, the figures ranging from 20*9 cows in 
Belgium to 8-6 in France: the number of cows per 100 acres 
for the United Kingdom is stated to be 94, which is lower 
than any other European country quoted except P'rance. 

From the consumer’s point of view there is ample room for 
an increased production of milk in this country. Medical 
authorities are of opinion that the consumption of milk by 
children between the ages of i and 5 years could be increased 
witfi very great advantage to the health of the population. 

An increase in the home production of dairy produce depends 
partly on greater production on the present basis, and 
partly on a change in existing forms of agriculture. Probably 
no factor would make more for increased production than the 
assurance to the farmer of a market at a fair price for all the 
milk he can produce. Much could be done by greater atten- 
tion to the encouragement of good milking strains in cattle and 
the improvement of feeding methods. The labour question is, 
however, one of the chief difficulties at present experienced by 
the farmer. It is sometimes urged that the plough policy ” 
has tended to lessen milk production. In the opinion of many 
competent authorities, however, it should lead to greater 
production. 

The memorandum devotes considerable space to considera- 
tion of the reasons for the defective quality of the milk supply, 
and separate sections in this connection deal with (i) disease in 
milking herds ; (2) contamination of milk ; (3) milk supplied to 

London hospitals; (4) contamination on the farm; (5) con- 
tamination on the railway ; (6) contamination in dealer's hands ; 
(7) contamination in consumer's house; (S) souring of milk; 
(9) of chum at present in use ; (lo) adulteration of milk. 

Special attention is drawn to the present defective distribu- 
tion of the milk supply, and it is pointed out how much wastage 
of labour, transport, etc., at present exists owing to lack of 
better organised methods both in distribution and collection. 

Part V. of the memorandum sets out some considerations 
which should affect the general policy of the' Government with 

z 2 
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r^ard to the milk supply. It is stated that it would appear to 
be necessary that the Government should concern itself more 
closely than it has hitherto done with : — 

(a) The encouragement and improvement of milk production. 

(b) The ultimate elimination from the milking herds of animals 

suffering from tuberculosis. 

(c) The improvement of methods of collection and distribution. 
The main objects to be aimed at seem to be : — 

(a) The improvement of the milking strains in dairy herds, by the 

development of the Board of Agriculture's Milk Record 
Scheme, of Bull Societies, and in other ways, and the adoption 
of more scientihc methods of feeding. 

(b) The securing of a fair price to the farmer for his milk. 

(e) The grading of milk according to quality, and the fixing of 
prices according to grade. 

(d) The better collection of milk, of butter, and, as found practicable,. 

of other dairy products. 

(e) The spread of education and other means of information upon 

all matters connected with milk production (including labour- 
saving devices). 

(/) The central tabulation of better statistical records of dairy 
herds and milk production generally. 

It is suggested that the Food Controller, or any other 
Government Department inheriting his duties, should act on 
the following main principles: — 

(а) Every important consuming centre should draw its milk supplies 
from the producing area or areas situated nearest to it. This general 
improvement cannot be secured by any single Order, or by any imme- 
diate process, but, given a Central Authority, with full power to direct 
the distribution of milk as required, there should be little difficulty in 
gradually improving the distribution of milk on these lines by the 
exchange between different centres of their present sources of supply. 
As' part of this process, steps should be taken to adjust the winter 
supplies of different districts more closely to their demands. 

(б) Milk intended for liquid consumption in an urban centre should,, 
immediately after milking, be cooled to the lowest avail$tble temperature 
and despatched to that centre direct from the farm. Only where the 
unhygienic quality of the milk requires it should the milk be passed 
through a local depot or factory, 

(c) The policy as regards depots and factories should be on the 
following lines : — 

(i.) Country depots should primarily be used only for the conversion 
of surplus milk into milk products. This may be a seasonal 
surplus during the flush, or a surplus due to the fact that milk 
in certain districts is produced too far from the railway to make 
its use for liquid consumption possible. 

(ii.) Measures should be taken for securing that a reasonable 
standard is observed in the equipment and the handling of 
milk in depots. 

(iii.) New depots should only be set up when their establishment 
complies with the foregoing conditions. As regards existing 
depots in milk-producing districts close to large consuming 
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centres, any practicable steps should be taken to transfer 
manufacture to districts farther afield. 

(iv.) Any practicable steps should be taken to close existing 
factories or depots when they are. and are likely to remain, 
superfluous. This does not mean that the output of milk* 
product factories should be diminished. An increased pro- 
duction of milk should allow of these industries being developed* 

(d) The railway companies should be approached with a view to 
i:he development of facilities for the collection of milk and milk products 
by motor services feeding the railways. Special accommodation for 
milk waiting to be put on rail should be provided at country stations 
from which milk is consigned in large quantities. The companies 
should also be asked to secure that axiy new milk vans are built on the 
best model that can be devised. Unless the cost is prohibitive, experi- 
ments on suitable routes should be made with refrigerated vans. 

(e) Organised action should be taken to improve the standard of 
milk as regards both contamination and adulteration. This should 
follow upon better price control, and is partly a question of the exercise 
by the Local Government Board of their powers under the Milk and 
Dairies (Consolidation) Act. 

if) Organised action should be taken to improve and effect economies 
in local systems of distribution. 

A RETURN has been prepared by the Ministry of Food giving the 
recommendations of the Travelling Commission in respect of the 
counties of Somerset, Dorset, Devon and 
Memorandum on Cornwall, together with a statement of the 
the Milk (Summer grounds on which such recommendations were 
Prices) Order, 1919.* made. 

The recommendation of the Travelling 
Commission, in respect of the above-named counties, was as follows : — 
“ We consider that milk can be produced more cheaply in the 
Counties of Cornwall, Devonshire, Somersetshire, and Dorset, than 
in the remaining parts of Great Britain. This is due cliiefly to 
climatic conditions. Owing to the earlier summer and milder 
autumn in these districts it is possible for cows to remain at pasture 
from ist April to ist November, while in summer there is not the 
same need for concentrated foods as in other parts of the country. 
Prolonged droughts such as those generally experienced in the 
eastern counties are practically unknown. We therefore recom- 
mend that the price paid to the producer for milk in these counties 
should be 2d, per gal. lower throughout the year tlian that paid 
in the rest of England and Wales.*' 

The following were the grounds on which the above recommendation 
was passed : — 

(1) The cost of production of milk in Great Britain has always 
varied to a marked degree according to the different districts, and the 
fixing of a flat price throughout the country has been found to involve 
considerable unfairness. The only possible remedy for this unfairness 
is the fixing of differential rates according to the cost of production. 

(2) Conditions in the south-western counties of England are more 
generally suitable for milk production than in the eastern or northern 
•districts (including Scotland). 


* See this Journal, May, 1919, p. 198. 
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(3) The south-western counties have a more equable climate and a 
more abundant rainfall, with the result that the pasture is richer, and 
that prolonged droughts such as those experienced in the east of England 
are practically unknown. It has been urged that the heavier rainfall 
necessitates an expensive drainage system, but tliis drainage charge is 
already allowed for in the rent charged for the land on which it is in 
operation. 

(4) Evidence was adduced to show that the grass season in the 
north and east of England is often over by the end of July, whereas in 
the south-western counties the grass usually lasts till the end of October. 
Evidence was further adduced to the effect that in the south-western 
counties the cows go out to grass at least a month earlier than in the 
north midlands, the north-eastern division or in Scotland. 

(5) This lengthy grass season involves a reduction in the amount 

expended on concentrated feeding stuffs during the summer. The 
cost of foods used in the summer period of 1918 was in Cornwall 2^02d, 
per gal., and in Dorset 2*05^. per gal., as compared with 5*63^. per 
gal. in South Wales, per gal. in the north-western division, 

and 6*36^. per gal. in Yorkshire. 

(6) The south-western district is in the main an exporting area for 

dairy cattle, and evidence was adduced to the effect that dealers from 
the north and the midlands are accustomed to visit markets in these 
four counties in order to purchase cattle. Owing to this fact and to 
the facts that a comparatively small proportion of the herd is changed 
annually, and that the animals sold are replaced mainly by home-bred 
stock, depreciation on dairy cattle is lower in the south-west than in 
other parts of England. According to the returns received, the figures 
for depreciation in the months May to December, 1918, were in Cornwall 
2*3 7d. per gal., in Dorset 2'62d. per gal., in Devonshire 3'5Sd. per 
gal., whereas in South Wales the figures were 5*29^^. per gal., and 
in Yorkshire per gal., and in the North Midland District 4-98^, 

per gal. 

(7) Farmers in these counties do not as a rule endeavour to obtain 
an equal supply of milk all the year round, but go in largely for the 
production of summer milk, a system of management which renders 
milk production much less costly. 

The following figures show the production of milk in gallons in the 
weeks ending 2nd June and 7th December, 1918, in certain representative 
counties : — 



Week ending 

Week ending 


yth Dec,, igi8. 

yth June, igi8. 


Gallons, 

Gallons, 

I^ncashire 

729,872 

779.884 

Northampton 

166,931 

164,668 

Derby 

489,499 

451,495 

Norfolk . . 

223,089 

245.977 

Bucks 

210,554 

229,235 

Kent 

237,907 

252.573 

Hertford . . 

117,863 

142,615 

Oxford 

109,097 

151,416 

Cornwall . . 

298,653 

446,913 

Devon 

461,059 

671,184 

Dorset 

318,854 

507,214 

Somerset . . 

553.177 

1,070,515 
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It will be seen that the difference between the amounts produced in 
the two periods is considerably greater in the four south-western 
counties than in any of the other districts quoted, 

(8) Though the argument that Devon and Guernsey cows give 
richer milk and a proportionately lower yield has some weight with 
regard to the amount of milk which is sold whole, a large part of the 
milk produced in the south-western counties is made either into cream 
or into cheese, and in these cases the farmer has the benefit of the 
quality of the milk in a larger yield of cheese or cream. 


Land Cultivation. — In reply to Mr. Cautley, the Parhamentary 
Secretary to the Board stated that there is no general Order in exis- 
tence prohibiting occupiers from sowing down 
Parliamentary arable land to permanent grass. The Agri- 
Beplies to ftnestionB cultural Executive Committees have been 
affecting instructed that farmers should be allowed 

Agriculture. complete freedom of cultivation subject to 
compliance with the rules of good husbandry, 
(15th May, 1919). 

Land Cattlomont. — In reply to Dr. Macnamara, the Parliamentary 
Secretary to the Board of Agriculture issued the following statement 
respecting land purchased or agreed to be purchased by County Councils 
with the Board*s approval since ist January, 1919, for land settle- 


ment : — 


England : 
Bedfordshire . . 
Cambridgeshire 
Cheshire 
Cornwall 
Devon , . 

Essex . . 

Gloucester 

Hereford 

Hertford 

Isle of Ely 

Kent 

Lancashire 
Lines (Lindsey) 
Norfolk . . 

N orthumberland 
Salop . . 
Somerset 
Suffolk, West . . 
Sussex, East . . 

West . . 
Warwick 
Worcester 


Total Area 

Average 

of Land 

Price per 

Purchased, 

Acre, 

Acresm 

£ 

629 

58 

i86 

33 

2,628 

48 

669 

27 

377 

37 

360 

53 

312 

49 

2* 

325* 

79 

33 

916 

83 

30 c 

28 

539 

51 

477 

67 

706 

28 

1.873 

13 

471 

36 

2,588 

47 

703 

27 

344 

43 

335 

40 

588 

3 b 

240 

58 


• This holding comprised a house, 2 acres of orchard and fruit trees, and 
bushes in full bearing. 
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Parliaicsktary Rei>liss to Qoestiws. 



Total Area 

Average 


of Land 

Price per 


Purchased. 

Acre. 


Acres. 

i 

Yorks, East Riding . . 

478 

49 

„ North Riding . . 

5&5 

42 

„ West Riding . . 

1,929 

52 




Total — ^England . . 

Wales : 

.. 18,295 


Anglesey 

1,147 

39 

Carnarvon 

66 

41 

Flint 

343 

28 

Monmouth 

163 

22 

Total — W'ales 

1,719 

£35 


Total — England and Wales . . 20,014 

(19th May, 1919.) 

tptoulatlon In Land. — In reply to Mr. Hurd, the Paxliamentary 
Secretary to the Board stated that the Board were aware of the feeling 
of disturbance which was being caused in many parts of the country by 
the operations of land speculators, and if these operations were pre- 
judicial to the proper cultivation of the land action would be taken 
cinder the Board's powers under the Defence of the Realm Regulations. 
He stated that it may be necessary, however, to consider whether special 
legislation would not be necessary in Older to deal with the matter. 
(2nd June, 1919.) 

Harvest Labour. — ^In reply to Mr. Clough, the Parliamentary 
Secretary to the Board stated that the Board had communicated with 
the Ministry of Labour with a view to farmers being supplied promptly 
with the labour they will require at harvest time, and that the county 
Agricultural Executive Committees had been asked to assist the Employ- 
ment Exchanges in supplying the labour required. (3rd June. 1919.) 

Inooms Tax. — In reply to Sir Richard Winfrey, the Chancellor of the 
Exchequer stated that the numbers of farmers who elected to be assessed 
under Schedule D for the years 1 91 5-1 9 are approximately as follows ; — 


Year 1915-16 

1,259 

„ 1916-17 

1,500 

„ 1917-18 

1,500 

„ 1918-19 

2,700 


(26th May, 1919.) 

Royal AHrtoultural Show and intortalnmento Duty. — In reply to 
Sir James Cory as to habihty for Entertainments Duty for the use of a 
band at the Annual Show of the Royal Agricultural Society, the 
Chancellor of the Exchequer stated that he was informed that the Board 
of Customs and Excise have exempted from Entertainments Duty 
payments for admission to the Annual Show of the Royal Agricultural 
Society on certain conditions, one of which was that the proceedings do 
not include a band, and that he was in agreement with this decision. 
He added that the provisions of the law had already been stretched to 
l^eir utmost limit in favour of agricultural shows, and that he was 
unable to make any further concession. (19th May, 1919.) 
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OFFICIAL NOTICES AND CIRCULARS. 

N,B, — The Orders which may be mentioned in this section of the 
Journal may usually be obtained at the price of id, each from 
H,M, StaHonery Office, Imperial House, Kings way, London, 
W,C. 2, and 28, Abingdon Street, London, S,W. i ; 37, Peter 
Street, Manchester, and 1, St, Andrew's Crescent, Cardiff, 

The following Circular Letter was addressed to County Agricultural 
Executive Committees by the Board on 14th May : — 

Sir, — I. I am directed by the President of 
Offlotri’ Agricultural the Board of Agriculture and Fisheries to say, 
Training Scheme : for the information of your Committee dealing 
Besidential Training with the local administration of the above- 
with f elected Farmers, mentioned Scheme,* that the Board have had 
under review the general progress made under 
the gcheme, and various points in connection with its administration 
during the period of about three months that the scheme has been in 
■effective operation. 

2. Ceneral Progresc. — The following statement shows the progress 
made : — 

Total, 

Applications refused by the Board, without reference 

to County Committees, as obviously ineligible . . 30 

Applications referred by Board to 58 County Com- 
mittees : — 

Demobilised Officers . . . . . . 801 

Non-demobilised Officers . . . . 589 


“ Officer pupils ” started trainii^g in 39 counties . . 2O4 

‘‘ Provisionally " approved (in addition) by County 

Committees . . . . . . . . . . . . 307 

“ Officer pupils " left training in 2 counties . . 2 

Applications refused by County C ommittees . . 130 

Applications withdrawn by applicants . . . . 92 

Applications outstanding for interviews, etc., by 

County Committees . . . . . . . . 595 


3. Interviews with Candidatee. — ^The Board are much indebted to 
County Committees for the progress made under the Scheme which 
the Board consider, on the whole, to be very satisfactory, but they feel 
that in certain counties much more can be done by the ("ommittee 
concerned to expedite the interviewing of candidates — particularly 
those who have already been demobilised or released from the Forces 
and who desire a decision on their applications at the earliest possible 
moment in order that if they are not accepted for agricultural training 
they may be able to make other arrangements for resettling in civil 
life. The Board would make the following suggestions in this con- 
nection for the consideration of County Committees : — 

(i.) Interviews with candidates should be arranged for at more 
frequent intervals (weekly, if possible). 

(ii.) Delegation of powers for this purpose by County Com- 
mittees to, say, (the County Agricultural Organiser and one 
or more members of the Committee. 


* The Scheme for Agricultural Training of Ofificers. 
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(iii.) Arrangements for interviewing candidates should be made 
by the Committee direct with the candidate instead of 
though the District Director of the Ministry of Labour, as- 
originally arranged. 

(iv.) Arrangements should be made with neighbouring counties 
that in the event of no suitable farmer being available in 
the particular county in which the candidate desires to be 
trained, the neighbouring county will take over the applica- 
tion — ^if the applicant agrees. The Board should be notified 
of every case in which an application is^ealt with in this 
manner, 

4. isitotloii of Applkmnto. — ^The following are amongst points, 
upon which various Committees have asked the Board's advice as to 
whether grants should be made, and it may be convenient, therefore, 
that the Board should in this letter set out their opinion on each such 
point ; — 

(i.) Candidates with no Capital or insufficient Capital to start Farmings 
— ^The fact that an applicant has no capital should not render him 
ineligible for training under the Scheme. It will be quite appropriate 
for a Committee to arrange for the training of a candidate who can 
qualify as a bailifi or manager of a large farm or small estate, provided 
the Committee are satisfied that he is the right type of candidate for 
this particular class of work. Really suitable cases of the kind may be 
rare, but they do occasionally occur amongst candidates under the 
Scheme ; and a position of the nature referred to opens an avenue into 
agricultural life for a good candidate who has no capital or capital 
insufficient to start farming on liis own account. 

(ii.) Candidates proposing to go Abroad on Completion of Training . — 
The fact that a candidate proposes to go abroad at the completion of 
his training should not exclude him from consideration under the 
Scheme, but the Board consider that it is reasonable that preference 
should be given under the Scheme to candidates who are going to settle 
in the PJome Country. As a general rule, the man who is going to farm 
abroad would be well advised, for obvious reasons, to obtain his training 
where he is going to farm. 

(iii.) Training with near Relatives. — K candidate should not be 
placed for training under the Scheme with a near relative. If a candi- 
date has a near relative able and willing to train him the Board do not 
consider that any grant to him can be justified out of public funds. 

(iv.) Candidates who have started Training on their own Account with 
^ Farmer before any Grant is made . — ^Where an applicant has already 
started training of liis own accord with a particular farmer and applies 
for a grant, the Board offer no objection to such a grant being made — 
after receipt of the formal application by the Committee from the Board 
— ^provided that the Committee are entirely satisfied that both the 
applicant and the farmer are suitable. But the Board think that in 
any such case special inquiry should be made into the financial position 
of the applicant before a grant is awarded, inasmuch as the presumption 
is that the applicant, having already bound himself to a farmer, does 
not require Government financial aid for training. Where, however, 
the Committee are satisfied on the points mentioned, a grant can be 
paid to the candidate as from the date on which the candidate is 
actually ** approved ** by the Committee. Should the Committee con- 
sider that, in any individual case, hardship would be involved by the 
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candidate not receiving a grant from the date on wliich he actually 
started training instead of from the date of approval, the Board would 
be prepared to reconsider the point, on receipt of full particulars. 

(v.) Financial Position of Candidates. — ^The decision as to whether 
the financial position of an applicant justifies a grant being made to him 
for training is one which is left by the Board to each County Committee, 
to decide. In many cases a County Committee will have before them 
when interviewing a candidate, the Ministry of Labour Form — DIAD-i — 
giving particulars of the candidate’s financial position, but where such 
form is not available at the time of interview the Committee can, with- 
out awaiting such particulars, arrange for the training of the applicant 
if they are entirely satisfied by their interview with the candidate that 
he cannot carry out training without Government assistance. It must 
be borne in mind in this connection that a candidate who wishes to farm 
at the completion of his training will require to conserve capital for this 
purpose. 

5. Wife’s Allowanos. — It has been decided that an allowance at the 
rate of £2$ per annum may be made to each married “ Officer pupil ” 
whilst in training under the Scheme, in addition to the existing main- 
tenance and children’s allowances. This wife’s “ allowance ” should 
be paid by County Committees to “ Officer pupils ” already in training, 
as from the date on which they started training or from the date of 
marriage, whichever is the later. 

6. Chlldrsii't Allowanos. — ^The existing proviso that an Ofiflcer 
pupil ” must have been married before the date of the Armistice (iith 
November, 1918) in order to qualify for an allowance in respect of his 
children has now been waived, but no allowances should be paid in 
future as regards children unless the “ Officer pupil ” first furnishes to 
the Committee a birth certificate in respect of each child for whom he 
claims an allowance, and also evidence in writing, to the satisfaction of 
the Committee, showing that the child is still alive. Such evidence 
should usually be in the form of a written statement from two house- 
holders. Similar evidence must be furnished quarterly thereafter. 

No “ children’s allowance ” should normally be paid in respect of 
any illegitimate child, but the Board would be prepared to consider 
whether this allowance can be paid in any individual case in which 
this rule may involve hardship, e.g., where the illegitimate child is being 
brought up as part of the “ Officer pupil's ” own household. 

7. RevlMd ForniR. — I am to enclose copies of revised Forms* 
O.A.T.S. I (Notes as to Procedure) and O.A.T.S. 2 (Regulations as to 
Maintenance and Children’s Allowances), These forms supersede the 
existing forms which should no longer be used. Further copies of the 
new forms will be supplied by the Board as and when desired. 

8 . Ag^rioultural Eduoatlon and general Suparvlalon of Offloor Puplla 
whilst In Training. — ^The Board trust that arrangements are being made 
by your Committee for frequent visits to “ Officer pupils ’* whilst in train- 
ing, in order to ensure that such pupils are in fact being properly trained 
by the farmers with whom they have been placed, and are making good 
progress with their training. In counties in which a number of 
“ Officer pupils ” are in training, special agricultural courses for them 


♦ Not here printed. 
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might with advantage be started at convenient centres by County 
Education Committees. The Board hope to communicate hereafter 
with you on this last point, to which they attach much importance. 

I am, etc., 

(Signed) H. E. Dale, 

Assistant Secretary, 


A CENTRE for the instruction of ex-soldiers and sailors in fruit and 
vegetable growing has been established by the Board of Agriculture 
at Shippea Hill near Lakenheath, SufEolk, 
Fruit-growing for where 25 men are already undergoing training. 
Bl-Service Men. This centre is to provide for one of the Board's 
short courses of practical tuition ” in agri- 
culture designed for the benefit of inexperienced ex-Service men who 
wish to work on the land as wage-earners. 

The next course begins on 7th July, and will last eight weeks. Appli- 
cations from discharged or demobilised men desiring to attend it should 
be addressed to the Secretary, Board of Agriculture, 72, Victoria Street, 
London, S.W. i. Pupils will receive allowances during their training, 
extra provision being made for married men. 


Six estates have been acquired by the Board on lease or by purchase 
and one estate has been presented to the Board as a free gift by its 
owner, Mr. Buchanan, in connection with the 
Farm settlement of ex-service men on the land. 

Settlementfi The Patrington estate, near Hull, consisting of 
2,866 acres, is held from the Crown on 99 years' 
lease at an annual rental of Holbeach, in the Holland Division 

of Lincolnshire, 1,002 acres in extent, is held from the Crown on a 99 
years* lease at a rental of Heath Hill, in Shropshire, consisting 

of 1,150 acres, was bought at just under £^^ an acre for the land and 
30 cottages. Pembrey, in Carmarthenshire, 1,345 acres, cost about 
£22 an acre. A Nottinghamshire estate, at Rolleston, of 2,769 acres, 
was bought for £^j, 750 . A Wiltshire estate, of 2 ,359 acres, at Amesbury , 
was acquired for the sum of £7,500, plus a rent-charge of £1,375. 
The estate given to the Board is at Bosbury, in Herefordshire. In- 
cluding this generous present the estates held for colonies or settlements 
by the Board comprise 12,778 acres. 

Only the Patrington and the Holbeach estates have been in the 
possession of the Board long enough to enable adequate statements of 
account concerning their working to be drawn up. At Patrington 34 
cottages have been built and two more are approaching completion. 
Other cottages have been repaired and roads made. The estate has 
been farmed as a unit, and the land being heavy warp, com has been 
largely grown. A net profit of £11,685 has been made in the past 
year and a half. 

Holbeach will be eventually divided into lo-acre small holdings, 
«ach of which should support in comfort a small holder and his 
family. Farmed as a unit this land has earned a profit to the Board 
-of £7,282. Although the Board have not yet developed the Heath 
HUl estate to a point at which satisfactory accounting is possible, 
it is suitable for dairying and market gardening on small-holding 
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lines ; and the outlook for Pembrey is also regarded as favourable. 
The Amesbury laud is probably not so good, but it is situated close to 
one of the biggest military camps in the country, and will, therefore, 
have not only a fine market at its doors but adso liberal supplies of 
stable manure. 


The reclamation of waste and uncultivated areas is a matter to 
which the Board are now paying attention. It is not expected 
that much of this reclamation will be directly 
Baclamation of economic, especially when the present prices 
Waste of materials and the fact that it is desired to 

use labour that would otherwise be unemployed 
are taken into consideration. 

Several indirect advantages to the State, however, may be expected 
to accrue. Such labour utilised for productive work reduces the total 
amount payable for unemployment benefit ; any addition to the total 
area of cultivated land of the country is of advantage both as regards 
food production and from the social point of view ; and even if the cost 
of reclamation considerably exceeds the value of land when reclaimed, 
the country in suitable cases would still be the gainer, for account must be 
taken not only of the rent obtainable, but also of the gross value of tho 
total produce and services (affecting landlord, farmer, labourers, agri* 
cultural merchants, retailers and transport services) arising from the 
land in question. 

A beginning is being made on the Wash, where the potential fertility 
of the marshes outside the sea wall is well known. The foreshore rights 
and the area outside the existing sea wall are being acquired along a 
stretch of about 15 miles of the north-west coast. All this land is not 
yet suitable for immediate reclamation, but the acquisition of the 
various rights of frontagers and the Crown by one body will remove 
for the future the great legal difficulties which have so much hampered 
any reclamation work in the past. 

The approximate area of foreshore proposed for reclamation (from 
esdsting sea wall to high water of ordinary tides) is 2,980 acres. Of 
this area, it is only intended to enclose for the present about 1,500 
acres in four separate areas. Some preliminary work may be done on 
the remaining stretches to bring about a more speedy filling up of creeks 
and accretion of deposit. 

In view of the present shortage of agricultural workers, every possible 
precaution is being taken to guard against the diversion to reclamation 
work of labour suitable for the farms. 


The following Circular Letter (Ref. No. C.L. 158/C. 6) was addressed 
to the London County Council and to the Councils of County Boroughs 
and Urban Districts in England and Wales 
Tantira of War by the Board on 23rd May : — 

Allotma&tl* Sir, — I am directed by the President of the 

Board of Agriculture and Fisheries to refer to 
'the Board*8 Circular Letter of the 21st February last (C. L. 122/G. 2),'*' 
and to say that, in]|view of the number of cases which Local Authorities 


Printed in this Jownah March, 19x9, p. <520. 
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are submitting to the Board with regard to continuing possession of 
land acquired for war-time allotments, the Board think it desirable to 
«end you the following statement of their policy in regard to this 
matter. 

2. While the retention of land as allotments cannot be permitted to 
restrict the development of a town, or to prevent the erection of houses, 
factories, works, etc., the Board consider that no land cultivated as 
allotments should be given up for building purposes until immediately 
before building operations begin. Authorities should, therefore, 
aatisfy themselves that the plans of buildings have been approved by the 
Local Authority, and that the building material is available to commence 
the work. A Council should also notify applications for possession that 
if building operations do not commence within one month of the date 
from which possession is given the Council will have to consider whether 
they should not exercise their compulsory powers for the acquisition of 
the land. 

3. In cases where the owner proposes to sell the property either by 
private treaty or public auction, or to lease it, he often desires to resume 
possession for the purpose, and in some cases owners have stated that 
they were prepared to continue to cultivate the land pending its disposal. 
In such cases Councils should give a written undertaking to the owner 
that if the property is sold or agreed to be leased they will be prepared 
to give up possession to the purchaser or person entitled to the agree- 
ment as soon as he requires immediate possession of the land for building 
or industrial purposes, subject to the safeguards outlined in the pre- 
ceding paragraph. 

4. I am to take this opportunity of saying that if your Council have 
not yet furnished the Board with particulars of the results of the 
negotiations entered into by your Council for the continuance in poses- 
«ion of any land acquired for allotments under the Defence of the 
Realm Regulation 2L, the Board would be obliged if the matter could 
receive early attention. 

I am, etc., 

(Signed) A. D. Hall, 

Secretary, 


The Food Controller has issued a General Licence (No. 577), 
•dated 12th May, i9i9,^under the Grain (Prices) Order, 1918,* authoris- 
ing retailers to add \d, per lb. to the price of 
Inereased Batail rye, barley, and oats permitted by the 
PriOM of Ryo, Barloj Wncipal Order, where the quantity sold in 
and Oats. a^ny week to one purchaser does not exceed 

28 lb. 


The Food Controller announces that in the case of any potatoes 
remaining in the hands of the grower on 30th June, the grower may at 
once send in his claim to the Food Controller 
daiins in Boopoot of for payment in respect of the undelivered 
Sarplna Potatoes, balance of his crop, and such sum as is 

1918 Crop. properly due to the grower in respect of these 

potatoes, after deducting the estimated cost 
of dressing and delivery, will be paid as soon as it can be ascertained. 

• Printed in this /owriwf,' September, 1918, p. 74a. 
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■Growers in Great Britian who have sound potatoes on hand on 30th 
June, should, therefore, write to the Divisional Food Commissioner for 
the necessary form of claim, on which they should state the quantity 
of sound ware and sound undersized potatoes, respectively^ remaining 
on the farm. This information should be given as soon as possible, 
in any case not later than 6th July, in order that the quantities may be 
verified. 

The Board of Agriculture and Fisheries are prepared to arrange for 
the inspection of crops of potatoes of varieties immune from Wart 
J )isease on application in writing from growers 
Wart Diiease of in England and Wales in districts regarded 

Fotatoei : by the Board as suitable for the production of 

Free Inipection of “ seed.’* This arrangement will apply only 
G-rowing Grope of to growers whose area under any one variety 
Immune Yarietiee. not less than J acre. Where after inspec- 
tion the Board are satisfied that the stock is 
pure and the general condition of the crop satisfactory, a certificate to 
that effect will be issued to the grower. 

The object of the inspection is to secure as far as possible that pure 
seed ” true to type shall be available for planting in 1920 in areas 
certified as Infected Areas under the Wart Diseases of Potatoes Order 
of 1918.* It must be remembered that under this Order “ seed ” of 
immune varieties can be sold only to dealers or under licence. The 
Board are not prepared to issue a licence until they are satisfied that the 
stock is pure and the general condition of the crop satisfactory. The 
possession of a certificate will assist the grower to sell his “ seed ” to a 
dealer and will facilitate the issue of licences for sale to individual 
growers. 

Applications for the inspection of growing crops must be made on 
forms provided for the purpose, which can be obtained from the Board 
•of Agriculture and Fisheries, Commercial Division, 72, Victoria Street, 
London, S.W. i. These forms, duly completed, must be returned to the 
above address not later than the 15th July, 1919. 

The Fertiliser Prices Order, f which governed the maximum prices 
of fertilisers from ist June, 1918, to 31st May, 1919, ceased to have effect 
from 31st May, 1919. The Board of Agri- 
PriC6B of Sulphate culture and Fisheries have, however, come to 
of Ammonia and an agreement with the makers of Sulphate of 
Ground Basic Slag, Ammonia and Ground Basic Slag with regard 
1 I 19 . 20 , to the maximum prices to be charged for these 

two fertilisers, 

•ulphato of Ammonia. 

Agreed Maximum Prices , — It has not yet been possible to arrange 
prices for the whole season, but the Sulphate of Ammonia manufacturers 
have agreed : — 

(a) To provide 5,000 tons of Sulphate of Ammonia (24J per cent.) 
for direct application to the land during the period ist June to 
30th September, 1919, in lots of not less than 2 tons, at 

** See this Journal, May, 1918, pp, 21 1 and 212 ; and February, 1919, p. 1372* 
t See this Journal, May, 1918, pp. 22o*-22l, and June, 191S, P* 359 * 
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per ton (less a trade discount to agncultural merchants, 
dealers and co-operative societies). This price to include 
delivery by rail or water to purchaser’s nearest railway station 
OK whsirf in Great Britain, or, in the case of deliveries to 
Ireland, delivery f.o.b. port in Great Britain. 

(6) To provide 35,000 tons for delivery to manure mixers and makers 
of compound fertilisers during the period ist June to 30th 
September. 

Orders for delivery are to be sent by buyers to the Sulphate of Ammonia^ 
Association, 84, Horseferry Road, S,W,i, where their orders will be 
allocated among individual makers. 

Conditions of Sale. — (i) The agreed maximum prices are net cash 
prices for deliveries in lots of 2 tons and over in maker’s bags; net weight 
excluding weight of bags. Where credit is given to the purchaser, a 
reasonable extra charge may be made, provided that the discount for 
net cash is quoted on the invoice, and is such as to bring the net cash 
price within the agreed maximum price. If purchaser's bags or other 
packages are used, reasonable allowance shall be made to the purchaser. 
Where i ton or upwards is sold for delivery in bags containing less 
than 2 cwt. each, a reasonable extra charge may be made beyond the 
agreed maximum prices which would otherwise have been charged. 

(2) For deliveries in lots of less than 2 tons the agreed prices shall 
increase as under : — 

Additional Price 
authorised. 

Quantity Delivered. s. d. 

1 ton and over 10 o per ton. 

2 cwt. and over but less than i ton . . 10 per cwt. 

I M I, M 2 cwt. . . 20 „ 

281b. „ „ I „ •• 3 o .. 

14 M «, ,, 281b. .. 40 „ 

(3) For Sulphate of Ammonia containing more than 24J per cent, 
by weight of Ammonia, the agreed maximum prices shall be increased 
by 4s. per ton for each complete one-fourth of i per cent, (calculated on 
the total weight of the Sulphate of Ammonia) by which the Ammonia 
contents are more than 24 J per cent., whilst for Sulphate of Ammonia 
.containing less than 24J per cent, by weight of Ammonia, the above 
agreed maximum prices shall be reduced by 45. per ton for each one- 
fourth of I per cent, or fraction of one-fourth of i per cent, (calculated 
as aforesaid) by which the Ammonia contents are less than 24 J per cent. 

(4) For Sulphate of Ammonia containing less than 0*025 per cent, 
of free acid, an additional charge at the rate of 5^, per ton may be made 
by the vendor, provided that the invoice given by the vendor to the 
purchaser states such additional charge separately, and contains a 
guarantee by the vendor that the free acid contained in the Sulphate 
does not exceed 0*025 cent. 

(5) For Sulphate of Ammonia which is specially ground or pulverised 
at the request of the purchaser, an extra charge (not exceeding 5s. per 
ton) may be made for special grinding, provided that such extra charge 
is separately stated on the invoice given to the purchaser as aforesaid. 

(6) The above increases or reductions in the agreed maximum prices 
chargeable shall not apply to any delivery of less than 2 cwt. of Sulphate 
of Ammonia. 
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Qrounil Batlo Slur. 

Agreed Maximum Prices, — ^The following prices are the agreed 
maximum net cash prices for Ground Basic Slag in maker’s 2-cwt. 
bags, delivered in minimum lots of 4 tons in railway truck, or free ex 
barge or ship at purchaser’s or consumer’s railway station or wharf in 
Great Britain, or, in the case of shipments to Ireland, the Channel 
Islands or the Isle of Man, free on board at port of shipment in Great 
Britain : — 

Percentage [calculated in terms of tri-hasic Price per ton. 


12 

Phosphate of TAme) of total Phosphates, 
per cent, and over, but less than 14 per cent. 

5. 

62 

d, 

0 

14 



ir> 

• • f>4 

0 

16 



18 

. . 66 

0 

18 



20 

.. 68 

0 

20 



22 

.. 70 

0 

22 



24 

.. 72 

0 

24 



26 

•• 75 

0 

26 



28 

.. 78 

0 

28 



30 

8t 

0 

30 



32 

.. 84 

0 

32 



34 

.. 87 

0 

34 




. . 90 

0 

36 



38 

•• 93 

0 

38 



40 

. . 96 

0 

40 



42 

. 

0 

42 



44 

. . 102 

0 


The above prices for all qualities are the agreed maximum cash 
prices for sales of Ground Basic Slag for delivery between 1st September, 
1919, and the 28th February, 1920. In the case of sales of Ground 
Basic Slag for delivery during other periods, the maximum prices for all 
qualities will be less than the prices set out above, in accordance with 
the following table, namely : — 

Pediiction in the agreed 
Maximum Prices set out 
above. 

Period of Delivery, s, d. 

During June, 1919 .. .. .. .. 40 per ton. 

„ July, „ 30 

,, August, ,, . . . . . . 2 o „ 

From ist September, 1919, to 28th February, 

1920 . . . . . . . . . . . . Nil 

During March, 1920 .. .. .. .. 20 „ 

„ April, „ 3 o w 

„ May, „ 40,, 

Orders for delivery at these prices should he placed with the Basic Sla8 
makers as soon as possible. 

General Conditions, — (i) The maximum prices are net cash prices 
for Ground Basic Slag in maker’s bags, net weight excluding weight of 
bags. Where credit is given to the purchaser, a reasonable extra 
charge may be made, provided that the discount allowed for net cash 
is quoted on the invoice, and is such as to bring the net cash price 
within the agreed maximum price. If purchaser’s bags or other 
packages are used, or the purchaser takes delivery without bags, a 
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reasonable allowance shall be made to the purchaser. Where i ton 
or upwards is sold for delivery in bags containing less than 2 cwt. each» 
a reasonable extra charge may be made beyond the agreed maximum 
prices which would otherwise have been charged. 

(2) The above prices for all qualities are for Basic Slag, ground 
in such a way that at least 80 per cent of the total weight will pass 
through a sieve containing 10,000 apertures to the, square inch. Where 
Basic Slag is sold less finely ground, an allowance off the above maximum 
prices shall be made to the purchaser at the rate of 3d. for each i per 
cent, (calculated upon the total weight of the Basic Slag), by which the 
quantity which will pass through such a sieve as aforesaid is less than 
80 per cent., but with an additional allowance at the rate of qd. for 
each I per cent, (calculated as aforesaid) by which the quantity which 
will pass through such sieve is less than 75 per cent. An invoice is to 
be given to each purchaser, stating in every case the percentage of 
the total weight of Basic Slag delivered wliich will pass through a 
sieve containing 10,000 apertures to the square inch. 

(3) For Ground Basic Slag, packed in special bags for carriage by 
flea, an extra charge at the rate of 25. 6 d. per ton may be made. 

Superphoflphatfl. 

Owing to the varying cost of importing phosphate rock, it has not 
been possible to arrange for Superphosphate to be sold at a uniform 
delivered price. Jturing the 1918-19 season, phosphate rock and other 
materials were supplied to Superphosphate makers by the Government 
at less than market prices. Tliis assistance has now been discontinued, 
and the Board are informed by makers that the prices for delivery 
during the four months ist June to 30th September, 1919, arc likely 
to be higher than those ruling in 1918-19. 

The Food Controller has issued a General Licence" (Order' No. 567), 
under the Seeds, Nuts, Kernels, Oils and Fats 

The Seeds, Nuts, (Maximum Prices) Order, 1919,* to the effect 
Zemels, Oils and Fats that seeds, nuts, kernels, oils or fats, for the 
(Maximum Prices) time being outside the United Kingdom, may 
Order, 1919: General be bought, sold or dealt in free from the re- 
Liceuoe. strictions imposed by the Principal Order. 

The Food Controller issued on 21st May, his decision on” the points 
raised by the deputations which he has received on the subject of the 
prices for milk as fixed in the Milk (Summer 
Milk, Summer Prices: Prices) Order, 1919. 

Deputations to the In certain of these cases, it is stated, the 

Food Controller.t matter was referred to the Travelling Com- 
mission on the Costs of Production of Milk 
for consideration of further evidence, and a number of representative 
witnesses were heard. In particular the questions of the differential 
prices in the counties of Cornwall, Devon, Somerset, and Dorset and of 
the prices in the industrial area of Lancashire were carefully re-examined 
in the light of the representations made both to the Food Controller 
and to the Travelling Commission. 

* See this Journal, May, 1919. p- 211* 
t See this journal, May, 19x9, p. 198 ; also this issue, p. 325. 
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The Travelling Commission has reported that in the opinion of the 
Commission no sufficient evidence was brought forward which would 
justify the Commissioners in departing from their previous recommenda- 
tions, and the Food Controller, after having considered this report, 
and given careful regard to the various representations made to the 
Ministry, decided to make no alteration in the terms of the Milk (Summer 
Prices) Order, 


It is announced in the issue of the National Food Journal for 4th June 
that all British and Irish-made cheese, except Caerphilly, delivered by 
the maker after 30th June will be free of 
Removal of control. Such cheese intended for the Govern- 

Control ment pool must be delivered to the station, 

of Cheeee. premises or warehouse of the Government 

factor on or before that date. No cheese 
delivered later will be purchased or accepted by^the Ministry. 


The following Notice was issued by the Board on 27th May : — 
The Board of Agriculture and Fisheries desire to call the attention of 
growers and dealers in gooseberries to the fact 
American Gooseberry that Article 4 of the American Gooseberry 
Mildew (Fruit) Mildew (Fruit) Order of 1915 has been can- 

Order. celled by the American Gooseberry Mildew 

(Importation of Fruit) Order of 1916, which 
prohibits the importation of gooseberries from any place outside Great 
Britain, excepting the Channel Islands, With this exception the Order 
of 1915 remains in force, and all growers and dealers in gooseberries 
should take notice of its provisions, and of the fact that they will be 
strictly enforced. The chief provisions of the Order are : — 

I Every consignment of gooseberries for sale must carry a label 
bearing the name and address of the consignor or a distinctive name or 
mark whereby the consignor can be identified. 

2. Every person who consigns gooseberries for sale without attach- 
ing a label is liable, on conviction, to a fine not exceeding Ten Pounds, 
whether the package contains any diseased gooseberries or not. It is 
not necessary to disclose the name of the consignor if a distinctive 
name or mark whereby the consignor can be identified is added, but 
salesmen and fruit sellers are bound to give the name and address of 
the consignor to any duly authorised Inspector, who may require it in 
writing under a penalty, on conviction, of Ten Pounds, should any 
diseased gooseberries be found in the consignment. 

3. Any duly authorised Inspector has the power to examine any 
consignment of gooseberries for sale, and to require any person, having 
in his possession or under his charge any diseased gooseberries — 

(а) To refrain from moving any packages containing diseased 

gooseberries from the premises where they may then be 
until the diseased gooseberries are removed therefrom. 

(б) To remove all gooseberries from any package in which diseased 

gooseberries may be found, and forthwith to destroy all 
those found diseased by fire or other efiectuai means. 

(c) To cleanse thoroughly by washing or other suitable method the 
package in which diseased gooseberries may be found. 

4. Berries which are not badly attacked may be sent by the grower 
direct to jam manufacturers if packages or containers are either 
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destroyed or returned direct to grower after treatment with disinfectant 
or boiling water. 

The Board desire to remind gooseberry growers of the fact that 
American Gooseberry Mildew is a notifiable disease under the 1911 
Order, and that growers in whose plantations an outbreak occurs are 
required immediately to notify the Board of its occurrence. 

Considerable losses are occasioned annually to fanners by the 
disease known as epizoctic bovine abortion ; and the Board of Agri- 
culture for some years past have been devoting 
Treatment for a large measure of attention to the question 

Epizootic Bovine of its treatment. In addition to issuing 

Abortion. information on the subject in the - form of 

leaflets, etc., anti-abortion vaccine has been 
prepared and supplied from the Board’s Laboratory for use on many 
hundreds of farms. During one week in May, for example, about 550 
doses were manufactured, packed, and despatched from the Laboratory. 

Owners of herds can obtain advice or vaccine at any time by apply- 
ing to the Board of Agriculture’s Laboratory, New Haw, Weybridge. 
Applicants should forward the fullest possible particulars of the case 
and state them carefully and clearly. All veterinary surgeons practisr 
ing in rural districts will be well advised to get in touch with the Board 
on this subject, if they have not already done so, with a view to 
obtaining such supplies of vaccine as they may require. 

There are two methods of dealing with this disease — (i) to pick out 
and isolate the infected animals ; (2) to vaccinate all the cows and 
heifers before they become pregnant. The former method is only 
possible if the owner is in a position to provide for the complete isolation 
of the infected stock, and if the proportion of initial infection is not too 
high. Vaccination is the method recommended for general use. Its 
aim is artificially to render the animal sufficiently resistant to the 
disease to enable it to carry a calf to full time notwithstanding its in- 
fected environment. If left unvaccinated in the midst of infection, 
the members of an infected herd as a rule become resistant gradually, 
and abortion is then confined almost entirely to heifers and other new 
animals that may be brought in. The development of this condition 
of resistance, however, usually takes some years, and meanwhile 
serious losses in calves and milk may be experienced. Vaccination 
hastens the progress towards a state of comparative immunity. 

In certain cases of badly-infected herds, and particularly of pedigree 
herds, a combination of both methods may be advantageous if two 
sets of buildings are available. In this event, vaccination might be 
confined to actual members of the infected herd and those animals 
which must be housed with them, an attempt being made in the 
meantime to rear a clean herd from the heifers isolated in the other set 
of buildings. 

The Board of Agriculture warn farmers against the use of un- 
scientific remedies for epizootic bovine abortion. There is no serum 
which is of any value ; and vaccines consisting of dead bacilli have 
proved useless. Good results can only be expected from exceptionally 
rich cultures of living bacilli ; and the farmer before treating his herd 
should invariably consult a veterinary surgeon. 

A leaflet dealing with this troublesome disease may be obtained 
on application to the Secretary, Board of Agriculture and Fisheries, 
3, St. James's Square, London, S.W. i. 
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With reference to a Note which was published on p. 98 of the 
issue of this Journal for April last, that where in the opinion of a person 
grading any first-grade beast it is likely to 
Super-grade yield an unusually small portion of bone the 
Cattle.* maximum prices for first-grade beasts specified 

in Part I. of the First Schedule to the Live 
Stock (Sales) Order, 1918, may be exceeded by a sum of not more than 
3^. per cwt. instead of is. per cwt. as provided by the Order, the Food 
Controller announces that the instruction to this efiect is cancelled. 
The price for beasts placed in the first grade can only now be super- 
graded to the extent of 15. per cwt. 

An account of the outbreaks during 1918 of animal diseases scheduled 
under the Diseases of Animals Acts, 1894 is given in an 

abbreviated Report recently issued by the 
Outbreaks of Board of Agriculture and Fisheries. f It is 

Diseases stated that there were three outbreaks of 

of Animals during Foot-and-Mouth Disease during the year, as 
1918. compared with no outbreak, in the previous 

year. These cases, however, it is explained, 
were substantially one outbreak. Two hundred and forty-five 
outbreaks of Anthrax occurred, as against 421 in 10 [7. A slight 
increase in Glanders and Farcy is reported, otherwise than amongst 
army horses, the figures being 34 outbreaks in 1918 and 25 in 
1917. Parasitic Mange in horses owned by civilians is stated to 
be rapidly on the increase?, the total number of outbreaks reported 
to the Bo^rd by Local Authorities for tc}i8 being 4,^83 as against 
2,614 in 1917 and 2,147 in 1916. Reductions in tlic number of 
outbreaks are shown in both Sheep Scab and Swine Fever ; the figures 
of the former for 1918 and 1917 being 352 and 543, and for the 
latter 1,407 and 2,104. "J lie most serious occurrence of disease during 
the year was the reappearance of Pahies in the south-west of England, 
The existence of the disease was first eslalilished early in September, 
and by the end of the year toi oul breaks had been confirmed, the 
counties affected being T^evon, 83 cases, and C'ornwall 18 cases. An 
account of the measurers taken to prevent the spread of the disease is 
given in the Rexiort. 

Particulars are also given in the Report of the work of the Board in 
regard to tlie Shcicp Dipping Orders and the Importation and Exportation 
of Animals Orders. 

The total number of outbreaks of Rabies confirmed is 212, namely, 
loi in Devon, 27 in Cornwall, Go in Cdamorgan, 
Rabies. 7 in IMonmouth, 2 in Gloucester, 3 m Middlesex, 

7 in Surrey, i in London, and 2 in Kent, 


The Board of Agriculture and Fisheries are officially informed that 
the issue of permits for the importation into the United States of 


Importation of Cattle, 
Sheep and Figs 
into n.8.A. 


America of cattle, sheep, other ruminants, and 
swine from the United Kingdom has been 
resumed, except as regards animals which 
come from, or pass through the County of York. 


♦ See this Journal, June, 1918, p. 350 ; November, 1918, p. 1025 ; 
January, 1919, p. 1240 ; and March, 1919, p. 1514. 

t Annual Report of Proceedings under the Diseases of Animals Acts, 
the Markets and Fairs (Wei^ng of Cattle) Acts, etc., for the Year 1918. 
I^ndon : H.M. Stationery Office, 1919, net. 
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' Tbb following Orders bave recently bees 
revoked by the Food Controller 


No* of Order. 


Title of Order. 


Page of reference 
in this Journal, 


No. 11050! X917. . 


No* 860 of 1918 . . 

No. 1036 of 1918 
as amended by 
No. 338 of 1919. 
No. 284 of 1919 . . 

No. 5 1 7 as amended 
by No. 1413 of 

1918, and Nos. 
X48, 420, 459, and 
54X of 1919. 

No. 903, as amended 
by No. 943 of 
1917, and No. 530 
of X9I9* 

No. 372 of 1918, as 
amended by Nos. 
223 and 527 of 

1919. 

No. X638 of X918. . 


No. 509 of 1919 . . 


British Cheese Order, 1917 (Re- 
voked only to the extent to 
which the Order relates to 
Caerphilly Cheese}. 

Caeipnilly Cheese (Requisition) 
Orcfer, 1918. 

The Calves (Sales) Order, 1918 


The Live Stock (Sales) Order, 
1918: General Licence. 

The live Stock (Sales) Order, 
1918 (Revoked only so far as it 
relates to Calves). 


The Meal (Maximum Prices) 
Order, 1917 (Revoked only so 
lar as it relates to veal). 

The Meat Retail Mces (England 
and Wales) Order No. 2, 19x8 
(Revoked only so far as it re- 
lates to veal) . 

The Meat (Dealers' Restriction) 
Order, 19x8 (Revoked only so 
far as it relates to veal and 
calves* offal). 

Seeds, Nuts, Kernels, Oils and 
Fats (Maximum Prices) Order, 

1919. 


November, 19x7, 
p. 9x0. ^ 


August, 1918, p. 
597 * 

October, 1918, p. 
886, and April, 
1919. p. 98* 

April, 19x9, p. 98. 

June, 1918, p, 350, 
November, 19x8, 
p. X025, January, 
1919. p. 1240, 
and March, 19x9, 
p. X5X4. 

September, 1917, . 
p. 875. 


May, 1918, p, 230. 


January, 19x9, p. 
1240, 


May, 19x9, p. 2XX, 


Farmers are urged to place their orders for binder twine without 
delay. The Board of Agriculture are informed by makers that the 
quantity ordered so far this season is much 
Bihder Twine. below the average, and unless orders are 
placed at an early date it may be impossible 
to meet the demands, in view of the difficulty in securing immediate 
delivery by rail. Farmers should take twine into stock and not rely on 
obtaining supplies at the last moment. 

The Meteorological Office will, as in past years, supply forecasts of 
weather by telegraph to persons desirous of receiving them, upon 
payment of a registration fee of and the 

Harvest Weather cost of the telegrams, computed at qd. per 
Forecasts. day. The supply of forecasts will continue 
until 30th September. The forecasts axe 
drawn up each week-day at 4.30 p.m., and refer to the probable weather 
during the 24 hours comprising the following civil day. If the meteoro* 
logical conditions are Sufliciently definite, a “ further outlook ** extending 
the period covered to two or three days will be added. 

Notifications will also be issued in connection with the continuance 
or break up of spells of fine weather. For this service a fee of 6d. ia 
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charged for each telegram despatched, in addition to the Post Office 
charges for telegraphy. A minimum sum of 55. against which the 
charges may be booked must be deposited with the OfHce. 

Applications for the forecasts should be sent to the Director, Meteoro- 
logical Office, South Kensington, London, S.W. 7, with a cheque or 
postal order payable to the Meteorological Committee, to cover the cost 
of the telegrams for the period during which the forecasts are to be 
sent. 

Some of the criticism which is being directed against the Wages 
Board is based on an entire misapprehension of the facts. In Country 
Life, of 3rd May, two supposed “ facts ** are 
Wages and Honrs given in support of the contention that the 
of Agricultural Orders of the Wages Board have been copied 
Labourers. from those of the factories. The first example 
quoted is ** the absurd regulation that, in 
summer, work is to stop at 5 o’clock,*' and it is suggested that “ if the 
plan had been to give the men an extra hour in the morning, that is 
to say, letting them start an hour later, it would have been absolutely 
useful to them ” for work in their own gardens. In return “ for being 
allowed to come an hour later to work, or even two hotirs, it would have 
been fair and reasonable to ask them to go on two hours longer in the 
evening.*' Not only is there nothing tlxat the’ Board have done which 
prevents this suggestion being earned out, but the Board have frequently 
drawn attention to the fact. The number and arrangement of working 
hours is a matter for mutual agreement between employer and worker, 
subject to payment of not less than the minimum rates and overtime 
rates applicable to the worker concerned under the Board's Orders. 

The second complaint in this article is that “ workers are not com- 
pelled to do Sunday work at all," and cases are alleged in which 
“ labourers have absolutely refused to go to work at all on Sundays." 
The Wages Board have no power (as was stated in No, 4 of the Wages 
Board Gazette, tst October, 1918) “ either to prevent men from working 
on Sunday or to compel them to do so. Their powers in no way affect 
the farmers' terms of contract with his men, except with regard to the 
amount of wages paid for work done. The farmer can make Sunday 
assistance, as on a dairy farm, an essential item in his contract with the 
labourers." The suggestion would seem to be, now, that the Wages 
Board should have power to compel men to work on Sunday. It is 
hardly necessary to say that an Act of Parliament would be required to 
give them such powers. 

A leader in the Mark Lane Express of the 12th inst. (May), contains 
two statements which may lead* to serious misunderstanding. It is 
stated that the Wages Board have fixed a fiat rate of 4'>s, per week. 
This, of course, is quite inaccurate. The rates, as a glance at the 
schedule (to the Board's Order *of i6th May) will show, vary widely 
as regards counties, and classes and age of workers. The most ususd 
rate for ordinary workers of 21 years and over is 365. 6i., but it is 
higher in a few counties. It is also stated that the “ Labour Party " 
brought forward a motion for an increase in all cases of 6s, 6d, It has 
been repeatedly stated that this figure was reached as the result of 
prolonged negotiation, and was only embodied eventually in an agreed 
motion after both sides had withdrawn their own proposals. {Wages 
Board Gazette, 15th May, 19^9*) 
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The Ministry of Food have agreed with the Board to release a certain 
amount of malt for the home brewing of harvest beer. The Agricnl- 
tural Executive Committees for those counties 
Hanrsft Bssr. in which home brewing is an established cus- 
tom will be authorised to issue permits to 
fanners for an amount not exceeding two bushels of malt for each 
labourer employed. 

Although suppl3dng cider or other intoxicating liquor as part pay- 
ment of wages is not legal, it has been a common practice in certain 
districts to supply these beverages as an allowance or perquisite. Some 
employers in the cider districts, in view of the present legal obligation 
to pay the minimum wage and overtime rates, do not feel inclined to 
continue such supplies free, and the question has arisen as to their legal 
position if they sell it. Upon being consulted by the Agricultural 
Wages Board, the Board of C ustoms and Excise stated that they had no 
objection to the sale of cider by the farmers, provided they paid duty 
on all cider thus sold. 

If the cider is sold in wholesale quantities (in any quantity of not less 
than /jJ gal. at any one time to one person), no licence will be required 
by the farmer, but his premises must be registered for the purpose with 
the local officers of the Board of Crustoms and Excise. If the cider is 
sold in retail quantities^ proper licences must be taken out. 

An Agricultural ('os tings Committee has been set up by the Depart- 
ments of Agriculture and the Ministry of Food to obtain permanent 
information as to the costs and results of 
Agricultural farming. It is composed of representatives 
Costings of the Government Departments concerned. 

Committee. together with members of the Central Agri- 

cultural Advisory Council and of the Con- 
sumers’ Council.* The majority of the members have a practical 
experience of farming and represent agricultural opinion in all parts of 
the count^3^ 

The C'ommittee proposes to assist farmers who already keep accounts 
in the difficult work of recording the costs and profits of farming opera- 
tions generally, and of particular kinds of produce, as, for instance, 
meat, milk, cereals and potatoes. It is also hoped to induce other 
farmers who have not hitherto kept books to do so, and to give them 
assistance on similar lines, so that detailed information as to costings 
may be obtained on an extensive scale. The information so obtained 
wall, it is hoped, be available for the use of the Committee's records 
of the costs of production, etc., and will be of great use in promoting 
the w'elfare of the industry generally and also to the farmer himself. 

The farms by which costs data are provided will be denoted in the 
records of the Committee by a number or letter only. The information 
will be treated in the strictest confidence and will be available for the 
assistance of farmers generally, but only under the strictest anon5mity. 

The information wliich it is hoped to collect and analyse should be 
of practical value to the individual farmer. He -sVill no longer be in 
ignorance of the actual results of the various departments of his farm ; 
he will be able to see which of his operations are remunerative, and to 
concentrate on those departments which pay him best ; his farming 
methods and system can be varied as far as is practicable and consistent 
with good husbandry ; he can compare his own costs of a particular 
crop or product writh the average cost in the district and investigate 

♦ See this Journal, April, 1919, p. 106. 
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the reason for any abnormal charges in his own cause. The information 
will also be of value in claiming relief from assessments to income tax. 

Faurmers who are interested in the subject should communicate 
with the Director, Room 247, Palace Chambers. Westminster, London, 
S.W. 1, who will be pleased to furnish any further information desired. 


According to a Note published in the issue of the International 
Review of Agricultural Economics for April, 1919, an Act, entitled the 
Soldier’s Settlement Act, has been passed in 
Settlement of Die- Canada with the view of helping returned 
charged Soldiers and soldiers and sailors to settle on the land and 
Sailors on the increasing the agricultural production of 
Land in Canada. Canada. The Act applies to all discharged 
members of the Canadian, British or Allied 
Forces who were British subjects and resident in Canada before the 
War, and also to widows of any such soldiers or sailors who died on 
active service. 

Under the Act a settler may be granted free entry on iho acres, 
subject to certain conditions. Provision is also made for making to 
those entitled to its benefits loans up to a maximum amount of $2,500 
(about £^'2.o), secured by a first charge or first mortage on the land, 
and bearing interest at the rate of 5 per cent, per annum The money 
lent may be used to acquire land for agricultural purposes, to pay off 
encumbrances on it, to construct farm buildings and to buy stock, 
machinery and equipment. The amount of the loan must in each case 
be justified by the value of the security offered, and it must be spent 
under the supervision of a Board of (Commissioners. 

A Board known as the SokJiers’ Settlement Board, and consisting 
of three Commissioners, was appointed in February, 1918, for the 
purpose of administering the Act. There is a representative of the 
Board in each province, and applications for loans may be made to 
him by returned soldiers in respect of agricultural land in any situation. 
Certain Dominion lands, which were formerly a part of the Doukhobor 
reserves and are special valuable, have been reserved by the Ministry 
of the Interior and set apart for “ soldier entry." As the demand for 
free entry on these valuable lands will be excessive, however, and it 
will be difficult to distribute the land equitably, and in order, also, to 
include soldiers who have not yet returned, the Government have 
passed an Order in Council authorising any specially valuable lands 
becoming available for soldiers' settlement to be disposed of later, and 
the Soldiers' Settlement Board to let such lands in the m(*anwhile, on 
lease or otherwise and on fit conditions, preferably to returned soldiers. 
The proceeds of such letting will be placed to the credit of a fund to 
be known as the “ Soldier Land Settlement Fund." 


SiNcr. the date of the J ast given on p. 1133 of 
Leaflets lasiied by the the Journal for December, 1918, the following 
Board of Agriculture. Leaflets have been issued in the Permanent 
Series : — 

No. 326 , — Injurious Weed Seeds in Grasses and Clovers Harvested 
for Seed in Britain, 

„ 327 . — Rabbit Diseases, 

„ , 328 . — Smut in Oats and Barley, 

u 329 . — Redemption of the Ttthe Rentcharge and Corn Rents : 
The Tithe Act, 1918. 
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The following Food Ptoduction Leaflets have been issued : — 

F.P. No. 24. — Compound Manures. 

„ 60. — Dung Heaps and the Preservation of Farmyard 

Manure, 

61. — Seed Mixtures for Land affected by Clover Sickness. 
,, 62, — Faggot Draining — Bush Draining — Wood Ditching, 

In addition, the information in the following Permanent Leaflets has 
been revised and brought up to date : — 

No. 3. — Flea Beetles, 

„ n. — Daddy Longlegs or Crane Flies. 

„ 14. — The Raspberry Moth. 

„ 20. — The Magpie Moth. 

„ 31. — The Onion Fly. 

34. — The Woolly Aphis, 
n 35* — '^he Celery Fly. 

„ 70. — The Treatment of Neglected Orchards. 

„ 72, — The Purchase of Artificial Manures, 

„ 75. — Root-Knot Disease in Cucumbers and Tomatoes. 

„ 92. — Bunt and Smut in Wheat. 

,, 97. — Farmers* Co-operative Societies. 

,, 107. — The Mussel Scale. 

,, 108. — Epizootic Abortion in Cattle, or Slipping Calf. 

„ 109. — Cabbage Caterpillars. 

,, 1 1 7. — “ Black-leg ** of Potatoes. 

„ 128. — Advice to Beginners in Bee-keeping. 

„ 142 . — Calf Rearing. 

„ 148. — Planning and Planting a Fruit Plantation. 

„ — The Cultivation of Lucerne. 

»» 179 . — The Making of Soft and Cream Cheeses and Clotted Cream. 
„ 198. — Rearing and Marketing of Geese, 

„ 201, — The Marketing of Poultry. 

„ 223. — The Brown Scale. 

„ 263. — Mustard Beetles. 

I# 295 - — Marketing of Eggs. 

„ 296. — Potato Growing in Allotments and Small Gardens 
M 302 . — Silver Leaf in Fruit Trees. 

,» 307. — The Wood Pigeon, 

„ 310. — Poultry on Allotments and Garden Plots, 
it 317 . — The Rearing of Chickens. 

„ 321. — Notes on Essential Points in Poultry Feeding. 

„ 328. — Smut in Oats and Barley. 

The following Food Production Leaflets have been revised and 
brought up to date : — 

F.P. No. 8. — Economy in the Use of Vegetable Seeds, 

„ 16 , — Bracken as Litter. 

,, 20. — The Use of Straw for Fodder. 

t. 39 . — The Control of Pests of Fruit Trees in Gardens and 

Small Orchards. 

„ 51, — Suggestions for the Cultivation of Catch Crops and 

Home Grown Feeding Stuffs, 

The following Leaflet, formerly in the series of Special Leaflets, had 
been transferred to the Food Production Series : — 

F.P. No. 24. — Compound Manures (formerly Special Leaflet 
No. 48). 
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The following Leaflets, which had been withdrawn from circulation, 
have been rewritten and reissued in the Permanent Series : — 

No, 21 . — Warble Flies, 

„ 36. — The Cultivation of Basket Willows, 

,, 79. — The Principles of Feeding Farm Stock. 

,, 100 . — The Breeding and Management of Pigs, 

,, 218 . — Associations for the Creation of Small Holdings, 

The following Special Leaflet has been withdrawn from circulation : — 
No. 32. — War Food Societies, 

The following Food Production Leaflets have been withdrawn from 
circulation : — 

F.P. No. I . — Hints for Farmers on Growing Root Seeds for Home Use, 
,, 2 . — Credit for Farmers, 

,, 14. The Rearing of Calves in the Summer and Autumn 

of 1918. 

„ 1 7 . — Economy in the Feeding of Horses, 

,, 25 . — Economy in the Feeding of Dairy Cows, 

„ 31 . — Smut in Barley and Oats, 

„ 36 — War Time Allotments. 


The Board have received resolutions from the majority of Agricul- 
tural Executive Committees drawing attention to the effect upon 
• agriculture of present prices of petrol and 
Supply of Petrol paraffin, and urging that the control of these 
and Paraffin. commodities should be removed. The Board 
learn that Government control (under which 
maidmum wholesale and retail prices are fixed) has now ceased, and the 
Petroleum Companies will in the near future be marketing supplies 
imported by themselves in the ordinary course of trade. It is difficult, 
however, at the present stage to say whether any further reduction in 
price will follow beyond that which has already taken place since 
November last. It may be explained that prices in this country have 
for some time been dependent upon those ruling in the United States, 
where the prices fixed by the United States Government during the War 
have been maintained, and, in the case of paraffin prices, even increased 
owing to the .demand outrunning supply. 

The Board will continue to keep themselves closely informed of 
the position with regard to the supply of petrol and paraffin, and will 
take any steps calculated to reduce the cost of these fuels to farmers 
whenever an opportunity occurs. 


At a meeting of the Agricultural Wages Board held on 29th and 
30th May it was decided after considering reports from the various 
District Wages Committees, to proceed to 
issue proposals to fix special rates for the 
corn harvest in the following areas : — Cam- 
bridgeshire, Huntingdon, and Bedfordshire, . 
Cheshire, Derby, Devon, Dorset, Gloucester- 
shire, Herefordshire, Lincoln, Nottingham, 
Oxford, Somerset. Suffolk, Surrey, Wiltshire, 
Yorkshire, Anglesey, and Carnarvon, and Denbigh and Flint. No 
special rates for com harvest are to be fixed in the case of the other 
areas in England and Wales, and an extra payment for harvest in such 
areas will accordingly be a matter for mutual arrangement between 
employers and workers, subject to payment of the workers at not less 
than the minimum and overtime rates applicable to them under the 


Proposal to fix Harvest 
Wages and to Increase 
Rates of Wages for 
Female Workers. 
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Orders of the Wages Board already in force. No rates can be fixed 
before the expiration of a month from the date of the Notice of Proposal^ 
during which period objections to the Proposals may be lodged with the 
Wages Board. 

The Board having consulted the various District Wages Committees, 
decided to issue a Notice of Proposal to increase the minimum and 
overtime rates at present in operation for female workers of i8 years 
of age and over. No variation in the present rates, can however, be 
made before the expiration of a month from the date of the Notice of 
Proposal. 

In a reference to the Report of the Committee on Section 4 of the 
Advisory Council on the Employment on the Land of Returned Sailors 
and Soldiers, it was inadvertently Stated in a 
Journal, April and May, footnote on p. 81 of the issue of this Journal 
1910: Errata. for April last that this Report had not been 
published, whereas the Report at the time had 
actually been issued. Copies of the Report may be obtained from 
H.M. Stationery Office, Imperial House, Kingsway, W.C. 2 ; 15. net. 

In the “ Notes on Manures for June,'* published in the issue of this 
Journal for May last, it was stated on p. 1 79 that nitrate of lime con- 
tains 12 per cent, of nitrogen and nitrate of ammonia 34 per cent, of 
nitrogen. The figures should have been : nitrate of lime, 13 per cent., 
nitrate of ammonia, about 35 per cent. * 

MISCELLANEOUS NOTES. 

The International Crop Report and Agricultural Statistics for May, 
191Q, published by the International Institute of Agriculture, gives 
particulars concerning the sowing of winter 
Notai on Crop cereals in the Northern Hemisphere, The 

Prospocts and Live areas estimated to have been sovm with 
Stock Abroad. wheat in 1918-19, compared with the areas 
sown during the corresponding period of 
1 91 7-1 8, expressed as percentages, are as follows : — Denmark 89, 
Spain HI, France 98, England and Wales 96, Scotland 88, Italy 07, 
Canada 95, United States British India 66 , Japan 93 ; with rye . — 
Denmark 103, Spain 137, France 93, Imgland and Wales 95, Italy 
100, United States 102 ; with barley : — Spain 136, France 103, Italy 
95i Japan 108 ; with oats : — France 97, Italy 92. 

The condition of the crops on the ist May is as follows (100 being 
taken to represent the average yield during the last 10 years) : — 
Wheat. — Ireland 100, Greece 85, United States 118; rye. — Greece 86, 
United States 106 ; barley. — Greece 87 ; oats. — Ireland too, Greece 88. 

The yield of wheat in British India in 1918-19 is estimated at 
34,743,000 qr., against 47,451,000 qr. in 1917-18, or a decrease of 26*8 
per cent. 

On the basis of the condition of winter wheat on the ist May, 1919, 
the crop in the United States is estimated at 112,459,000 qr. in 1918-19, 
as compared with 69,788,000 qr. in 1917-18, or an increase of 61 r 
per cent., while the forecast of the coming rye crop, made on the same 
basis, places tlie production at 14,340,000 qr. in 1918-19, or an increase 
of 38 per cent, compared with 1917-18, when the yield amounted to 
10*392,000 qr. 

Italy. — ^Tliis year’s acreage under maize is estimated to be nearly 
4 per cent, greater than last year’s but 8 per cent, below the average. 
(BtoomkalVs Corn Trade News, 29th May, 1919.) 
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Unlttcl itattt. — ^The Crop Reporting Board of the United States 
Department of Agriculture give the following estimates of production 
based on the condition of the crops on ist June (in bush, and final 
official returns for 1918 in brackets) : — ^Winter wheat, 893,000,000 
(558,449,000); spring wheat, 343,000,000 (358,651,000); oats, 

1,446,000,000 (1,538,359,000) ; barley, 232,000,000 (256,375,000) ; 

and rye, 107,000,000 (89,103,000), 

The average yield per acre compared with that of 1918 (in brackets) 
is as follows (in bush.) : — ^Winter wheat, 182 (15.2) ; spring wheat, 
15.2 (16.0) ; oats, 34.1 (34.6) ; barley, 26.0 (26.5) ; and rye, 16 3 (14.4). 

The area under spring wheat shows an increase of 0.08 per cent, as 
compared with the acreage harvested last year, under oats a decrease 
4.6 per cent., and under barley’ a decrease of 8.i per cent, {London 
Grain, Seed and Oil Reporter, loth June, 1919.) 

South Africa. — ^The acreage under maize this season is estimated to 
be II per cent, smaller than that of last year. For the Union, as a 
whole, the crop condition is placed at 22 per cent, below normal ; 
favourable rains in March came too late to revive the crop which suf- 
fered from drought in the early part of the season and damage has been 
done by inspect pests. (London Grain, Seed and Oil Reporter, 29th 
May, 1919-) 

Conada. — The High ('ommissioner for Canada was informed on the 
3rd June, by cablegram from the Minister of Immigration and Colonisa- 
tion at Ottawa that crop conditions throughout the Dominion were 
reported to be very satisfactory. .Fine warm weather is prevailing 
generally. 

South Auotralia. — ^I'he Government statistician estimates the wheat 
yield for the past season at 23,000,000 bush., the average yield being 
10.5 bush, per acre, against 28,000,000 bush, with an average of 12 bush, 
per acre in the previous year. The barley crop is estimated at 2,500,000 
bush, which is an increase of 30 per cent, on the previous record crop. 
The yield of oats has only been exceeded three times previously, 
(London Gram, Seed artd Oil Reporter, loth June, 1919.) 

India. — The final official forecasts of the yield of linseed and rape- 
seed in the Bombay Presidency, including Sind, are linseed, 5,000 tons 
and rapeseed 11,000 tons, against 21,000 and 58,000 tons respectively, 
the final figures of last year. (London Gram, Seed and Oil Reporter, 
2nd June, 1919.) 

Live Stook In Denmark. — ^The number of pigs according to the census 
of the loth February, 1919, is 583,366, against 726,844 on the loth 
December, 1918, 513,012 on the 5th February, 1918, and 2,496,706 
on the 15th July, 1914. [International Crop Report and Agricultural 
Statistics, 1919.) 

Live Stook In Italy. — Provisional figures resulting from the general 
census of live stock on the 7th April, 1918, give the following numbers, 
exclusive of animals in army service : — Horses 804,168, asses 944,611, 
mules 308,875, cattle 6,162,259, pigs 2,337,304, sheep 11,751,575, 
goats 3,082,554. (International Crop Report and Agricultural Statistics, 
May, 19 ^ 9 -) 

Live Stook In Sweden. — ^The numbers of live stock on the ist June, 
1918, are as follows (the numbers on the ist June, 1917, being shown 
in brackets) : — Horses 714,822 (715,101) ; cattle 2,584,159 (3,020,381), 
sheep 1,409,473 (1,344,202) ; pigs 633,862 (1,029,967). (International 
Crop Report and Agricultural Statistics, May, 1919*) 
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Agricultural Concitions on ist Juke, [jukb^ 


The Crop Reporters of the Board, in reporting on agricultural 
conditions in England and Wales on the ist June, state that the dry 
weather was generally favourable for farming 
Agrienltural operations and enabled arrears of work to be 
Co&ditions in England greatly reduced. Rain, however, is now badly 
and Wales needed for the com crops, fruit, and grass, 
on 1st June. Wheat generally looks well, particularly 

the autumn sown, but spring sown and that on 
ploughed grass land is not so satisfactory, considerable damage 
having been done by wireworm. Oats have also suffered from 
the same cause, and resowing has in some districts been necessary. 
The late-sown oats have also been adversely affected by the 
drought. Barley, though backward, generally looks well, especially 
the early sown, and all corn crops would be much benefited by 
rain. Beans and peas are promising though the former are short in 
the haulm. The area under barley is rather greater than last year, 
but that under oats slightly less. 

Potatoes are backward, and there is still some planting to be done, 
and much of the main crop is not yet showing above the ground. The 
early varieties look healthy and promising but need rain. The area 
under potatoes is estimated to be about 1 5 per cent, less than last year. 

The sowing of mangolds was backward but is now nearly completed. 
The earlier sown germinated well but now require rain, and fly is 
reported to be troublesome. Turnip sowing is now in progress but is 
very backward, and in many districts rain is needed for the preparation 
of the seed bed. 

The weather has been very favourable for hops in Kent and the 
plants are healthy and have made excellent growth. The aphis has 
made its appearance in many instances. The area has increased by 
about 5 per cent, since last year. 

The prospects for all classes of fruit are good, though insect pests 
are now proving troublesome, and rain would be welcome. Both 
orchard fruit and small fruit promise to exceed* the average. 

The area intended for hay, whether from seeds or meadow, is slightly 
less than last year, about 2 per cent. It would have much benefited 
with rain, and the yield is expected to be for both kinds about 10 per 
cent, below the average. 

Pastures are now becoming bare and require rain. Live stock are 
generally healthy and have done well during the month. 

The supply of labour is still short, especially of skilled hands, but 
in some districts the supply of casual labour has been sufficient to meet 
the demands. 


The following local summaries give further details regarding 
agricultural labour in the different districts of England and Wales : — 

N orihumheflandt Durham, Cumberland, and 


Agricultural 
Labour in 
England and Walei 
during May. 


Westmorland. — In a few districts the supply 
is about sufficient, but as a rule there is a 
shortage of all kinds, especially of skilled men, 
Lancashire and Cheshire, — ^The supply of 
labourers, particularly of the skilled classes, is 
still deficient. 


Yorkshire, — Skilled labour is deficient throughout the division. 
The supply of casual labour is generally short, though in some places 
there is about enough for the local requirements. 
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Shropshire and Stafford . — ^The supply of labour is generally still 
deficient. Wages generally have been further increased. 

Derby, Nottingham, Leicester, and Rutland. — ^There is a general 
shortage of skilled hands, especially horsemen and cattlemen, but in 
most districts the supply of casual labour appears to be about sufficient, 

Lincoln and Norfolk. — ^The supply of labour, though adequate in 
several districts in Norfolk, is generally deficient, horsemen and cattle- 
men being particularly scarce. 

Suffolk, Camlmdge and Huntingdon, — I^abour is still deficient 
although the situation appears to be improving slowly. 

Bedford, Northampton, and Warivick, — Cattlemen and horsemen 
are scarce and the supply of labour generally is still deficient, though 
it has been sufficient for requirements in one or two districts. 

Buckingham, Oxford, and Berkshire, — In most districts the supply of 
labour is sufficient, but in a few places there is a deficiency of skilled 
hands. Wages have been increased during the last fortnight. 

Worcester, Hereford, and Gloucester. — ^The supply of labour has 
improved, though it is still insufiicient, particularly as regards skilled 
men and ca^al workers. 

Cornwall, Devon, and Somerset. — The supply of labour remains 
short, especially in the case of skilled men. 

Dorset. Wiltshire, and Hampshire, — Labour is still short in most 
districts, but farmers are reducing their requirements as much as 
possible. 

Surrey, Kent, and Sussex. — I^abour is deficient, the withdrawal of 
soldiers being seriously felt by some farmers, 

Essex, Hertford, and Middlesex. — ^The supply of labour, particularly 
of skiUed men, is generally deficient, though occasionally unskilled 
laboui has proved sufficient for requirements. 

North Wales. — There is some improvement over last month, but 
still local shortages of unskitled laboui and a fairly general shortage of 
skilled men of all classes, especially of horsemen and cattlemen. 

Mid Wales. — ^The supply of labour varies. In some parts of the 
division there is sufficient to meet the requirements, but in others there 
is a great shortage, especially of skilled men. 

South Wales. — Labour is deficient in all branches and the larger 
farmers especially are having great difficulty in obtaining men. 


Average Prices of British Wheat, Barley, and Oats at 
certain Markets during the Month of May, 1917, 
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Prices of Corn. 


[JONB, 


Atbragb Pricbs of British Ckim per Quarter of 8 Imperial 
Bnihds, computed from the Returns recdved under the Com 
Returns Act. 1882. in each Week in 1917. 1918 and 1919. 



llOTS.->Retttnii of pufchatet by weight or weighed meatuie are converted to 
ligiperial Bmehelt at the following latea : Wheat, M lb. s Barley, go lb. g OaUa 
391b. per Imperial Bushel. 
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PRICES OF AGRICULTURAL PRODUCE. 

Average Prices of Live Stock in England and Wales 


in May and April, 1919. 

{Compiled from Reports received from the Board's Market 
. Reporters.) 


Description. 

May. 

April. 

First 

Grade. 

Second 

Grade. 

First 

Grade. 

Second 

Grade. 


per cwt. 

per cwt. 

per cwt. 

per cwt. 

Fat Stock 

live weight. 

live weight. 

live weight. 

live weight. 

Cattle 

X. d. 

X. d. 

X. a. 

Polled Scots 

8s 9 

80 5 

83 3 

78 0 

Herefords 

85 8 

79 II 

83 6 

77 8 

Shorthorns 

8S I 

79 10 

82 II 

77 8 

Devons 

85 2 

80 0 

8^ 2 

77 9 

Welsh Runts 

8s 3 

78 0 

83 6 

78 0 

Fat Cows 

79 II 

71 10 

77 10 

69 8 

Veal Calves 

First 
Quality, 
per lb.* 

io!l 

Second 
Quality 
per lb.* 

9i 

First 
Quality, 
per lb.* 
d. 

II 

Second 
Quality, 
per lb.* 
d. 

9i 

Sheep : — 




Downs ... 

i4i 

I4t 

I4i 

*4i 

Longwools 

I4i 

I 4 i 

I4i 

I4i 

Cheviots 

I4i 

I4i 

I4i 


Blackfaced 

I4i 

I4i 

I4i 


Welsh 

I4i 

Uh 

I4f 

X4t 

Cross-breds 

»4i 

I4i 

I4i 

»4i 

Pigs 

Bacon Figs 

per score, 
live weight. 
X. d. 

per score. 
Iiv^e weight. 

X. d. 

per score, 
live weight. 

per score, 
live weight. 

21 0 

21 0 

21 0 

21 0 

Porkers 

21 0 

21 0 

21 0 

21 0 

Lban Stock; — 

per head. 

per head. 

per head. 

per head. 

Milking Cows : — 

£ X. 

£ X. 

£ X. 

£ X. 

Shorthorns — In Milk 

50 4 

i 37 10 

49 0 

36 10 

,, — Calvars 

45 4 

35 6 

44 9 

33 15 

Other Breeds — In Milk 

40 6 

32 0 

44 0 

29 16 

** — Caivers 

— 

— 


— 

Calves for Rearing 

3 13 

2 13 

3 9 

a 10 

Store Cattle ; — 





Shorthorns — Yearlings 

17 II 

14 7 

16 19 

13 17 

„ -Two-year-olds... 

28 6 

23 2 

27 11 

22 14 

„ — Three-year-olds 

39 I 

33 I 

36 14 

31 2 

Herefords — Two-year-olds . . . 

31 2 

25 0 

30 3 

27 4 

Devons — ,, 

30 9 

25 12 

27 7 

22 16 

Welsh Runts — ** 

d8 7 

22 10 

27 16 

22 13 

Store Sheep ; — 





Hoges* Hoggets, Tegs, and 
iaimbs — 

X. d» 

X. d. 

X. d. 

X. d. 

Downs or Longwools ... 

87 I 

70 3 

82 9 

64 5 

1. 

m 

M 

1 

10 





8 to 10 weeks old 

65 2 

48 2 

S6 4 

41 8 

Id to 18 tf *• ••• 

98 5 

79 7 

93 4 

72 0 


* Estimated carcass weight. 


Noys.— The prices per lb. for sheep do not include the value of the skins or pelts, which 
during May made prices equivalent to an additional i|4.per lb. of the carcass weight 
for Downs* Ciwvtots and Croes-breds, and ad. for Longwools, Blackfaced, and Welsh, 
and daring April* Ml. per lb. for Downs, Longwools* Blackfaced and Crossbreds, and ifd. 
for ChevioU and Welsh, , . . . r i 

In aidditioii to tlw price quoted above for sheep per lb., sellers were entitled, under the Live 
Stock (Siies) Order* loig, to charge an extra amount ranging from Sf. to ids. ed. per 
head daring May, and ^s. to 13s, during April, according to the weight of the sheep. 

2 B 





354 Prices of AoRictJLTtiRAi. Produce. [jdnR. 

Average Prices of Dead Meat at certain Markets in 
England in May, 1919. 

{Compiled from Reports received from the Board's Market 
Reporters.) 


Description. 

•£ Birming. 
3 1 ham. 

c*- i_ 

Leeds. 

Liyer- 

pool. 

London. 

Man- 

chester. 


1 

1 per cwt. 

per cwt. 

per cwt. 

per cwt. 

per cwt. 

Bbef 



X. 


X. 

d. 

X. 

d. 

X. 

d. 

English 

ist 118 

6 

118 

6 

— 


118 

6 

118 

6 


2nd 118 

6 

118 

6 



118 

6 

118 

6 

Cow and Bull 

1st 118 

6 

iiS 

6 

118 

6 

118 

6 

X18 

6 


2nd 118 

6 

118 

6 

100 

0 

104 

6 

100 

0 

Irish : Port Killed 

1st 119 

0 

— 


118 

6 

1x8 

6 

118 

6 


2nd . 119 

0 

— 


118 

6 

118 

6 

118 

6 

Argentine Frozen — 

j 










Hind Quarters 

ist 117 

6 

117 

6 

117 

6 

117 

6 

117 

6 

Fore „ 

1st 1 87 

0 

87 

0 

87 

0 

87 

0 

87 

0 

American Frozen — 

i 










Hind Quarters 

1st 115 

0 

”5 

0 


0 

”5 

0 

115 

0 

Fore „ 

1st 85 

0 


0 

85 

0 

85 

0 

85 

0 

Canadian Frozen — 











Hind Quarters 

1st 11$ 

0 


0 

”5 

0 


0 

”5 

0 

Fore „ 

1st 85 

0 

85 

0 

85 

0 

^5 

0 

85 

0 

Vial:— 











British 

1st 98 

0 

98 

0 

98 

0 

98 

0 

98 

0 


2nd 98 

0 

84 

0 

84 

0 

84 

0 

84 

0 

Foreign 

1st — 








— 


Mutton 











Scotch 

1st 12$ 

6 

125 

6 

125 

6 

125 

6 

125 

6 


2nd 125 

6 

125 

6 

125 

6 

125 

6 

125 

6 

English 

1st 125 

6 

125 

6 



1*5 

6 

125 

6 


2nd 125 

6 

125 

6 

— 


125 

6 

125 

6 

IrUh : Port Killed 

1st — 


— 


12$ 

6 



12$ 

6 


2nd — 


— 


125 

6 

— 


125 

6 

Argentine Frozen 

1st ' IC9 

6 

109 

6 

109 

6 

109 

6 

109 

6 

New Zealand „ 

1st 1 — 


107 

6 

— 




— 


Australian „ 

1st — 


— 


— 


107 

6 

— 


Lamb 

; 










British 

1st — 


— 


.... 








and — 


— 




..... 




N^w Zealand 

1st 109 

6 

1 C 9 

6 

XO9 

6 

109 

6 

109 

6 

Australian 

1st — 


— 


— 


— 


— 


Argentine 

1st X09 

6. 

X09 

6 

109 

6 

109 

6 

109 

6 

POBK 











British 

Ist 1 — 


149 

6 

149 

6 

M 9 

6 

149 

6 


and ' — 




.1^. 






Frostn 

1st — 


— 


— 


— 


— 
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Average Prices of Provisions, Potatoes and Hay at 
certain Markets in England in May, 1919. 

{Compiled from Reports received from the Board's Market 

Reporters.) 



Bristol. 

Liverpool. 

London. 

Description. 

First 

Quality. 

Second 

Quality. 

First 

Quality. 

Second 

Quality. 

First 

Quality. 

Second 

Quality. 


/. d. 

s. d. 

s, d. 

/. d. 

/. d. 

/. d. 

Buttkii 

per XI lb. 

per 12 Ib. 

per 12 lb. 

per 12 lb. 

per 1 2 lb. 

per 12 lb. 

British 

— 

— 

— 

— 

27 6 

— 

Irish Creemerf — Fresh 

per cwt. 

per cwt. 

per cwt. 

per cwt. 

per cwt. 

per cwt. 


— 

... 

— 

„ Factory 





... 

... 

Imported (Controlled) 

252 0 

— 

252 0 

— 

252 0 


CliBBSB 

British— 

Cheddar 

144 6 




144 6 


Cheshire 




120 lb. 
155 0 

■ 

120 Ib. 
>5S 0 


Canadian 

144 6 

— 

per cwt. 

144 6 


per cwt. 
144 6 

— 

Bacon 







Irish (Green) 

I 9 S 6 

— 

I9S 6 


19s 6 


Canadian (Green sides) 

190 0 

— 

190 0 

xSS 0 

192 0 

x88 0 

Hams 

York (Dried or 

Smoked) 







Irish (Dried or Smoked) 



— 

— 

— 

— 

— 

American (Green) 

(long cut) 

183 6 

— 

184 0 

182 6 

184 0 

182 0 

Eggs 

per 120. 

per 120. 

per 120. 

per 120. 

per 120. 

per 120. 

British 


— 

— 


32 6 

30 0 

Irish 

30 3 

— 

30 4 

28 9 

1 30 I 

28 I 

Danish 

— 

— 


— 

32 8 

30 4 

Potatoes 

per ton. 

per ton. 

per ton. 

per ton. 

per ton. 

per ton 

Arran Chief 

200 0 

190 0 

— 

215 0 

2CO 0 

— 

Edward VII 

230 0 

220 0 

215 0 

175 0 

215 0 

— 

Up-tO'Date 

230 0 

200 0 

185 0 

170 0 


— • 

Hay 







Qover 












Meadow 



— 
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DISEASES OF ANIMALS ACTS 1894 to 19x4. 

Nvmbbr of Outbreaks, and of Animals Attacked or Slaughtered* 
GREAT BRITAIN. 

(From tho Returns of the Board of Agriculture and Fisheries,) 


Diskasb. 

May. 

Five Months 
ENDED May. 

1919. 

1918. 

1919. 

1918. 

Anthrax 

Outbreaks 

! 24 

19 

88 

132 

Animals attacked 

: 32 

20 

119 

148 

Poot-and-Mouth Disease:— 
Outbreaks 



19 

A 

Animals attacked 

i — 

— 

154 

— 

Glanders (including Farcy) : — 





Outbreaks 

' 7 

2 

12 

15 

Animals attacked 

1 

6 

38 

42 

Parasitic Mange:— 

Outbreaks 

1 479 

432 

3.082 

2,661 

Animals attacked 

911 

81S 

6»o69 

S.”8 , 

Rabies 

Number of cases 

1 44 


101 


It It I^OR* affected ... 

! ^3 

— 

98 

— 

„ ,, other animals 

affected 

I 

— 

3 

— 

Sheep-scab s— 

Outbreaks 

1 5 


1 

1 

; 212 

235 

Swine Fever:— 

Outbreaks 

1 

j *97 

210 

719 

533 

Swine slaughtered as diseased 
or exposed to infection ... 

1 *38 

63 

287 

177 


IRELAND. 

(From the Returns of the Department of Agriculture and Technical 
Instruction for Ireland,) 
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TIm WMtiiar bi England during May. 


j Temperature. 

Rainfall. 

Bright 

Sunshine. 

District. 

d 

i 

& . 



fi • 

lA 

I'.s 

i 

u 

§1 

j 

s 

2 

DifT. 601 
Average 

Amount. 

& 

ta* « 


n 

t 

a 


•F. 

•F. 

In. 

Mm.*! 

Mm.* 


Hours. 

Hours. 

Week ending jrd May .* 









England, N.E. 

42*2 

— 4*5 

0*88 

22 

+11 

6 

4*7 

— 1*2 

England, E 

43*3 

- 5*0 

1*07 

27 

+17 

6 

47 

~I 7 

Midland Counties ... 

43*3 

- 4-6 

0*88 

22 

+10 

6 

3*5 

— 2*1 

England, S.E. 

43-8 

- 5*5 

1*05 

27 

+^7 

6 

3*6 

- 3*0 

England, N.W. 

43*1 

- 4*5 

0*91 

23 

+ 7 

6 

4-6 

—II 

England, S.W. ... ^ 

44*2 

- 4*5 

0*87 

22 

+ 6 

7 ' 

3*0 

- 2*9 

English Channel ... 

467 

- 3*9 

0*60 

15 

+ 2 

6 

2*7 

- 4 -S 

Week ending loth May : 

48-5 








England, N.E. 

+0-1 

0*25 

6 

- s 

3 

32 

-2*8 

England, E 

52*1 

+ 2*3 

0*14 

4 

— 6 

I 

6*1 

- 0*3 

Midland Counties ... 

S *-3 

+87 

0*42 

11 

+ * 

2 

3*3 

-2 5 

England, S.E. 

53*2 

+2.1 

o*i6 

4 

- 5 

2 

6*1 

4-0*1 

England, N.W, ... 

51*4 


0-36 

9 

- 3 

4 

4*7 

- 1*3 

England, S.W. 

5^*9 

-|-I *4 

0*18 

5 

- 7 

2 

5*5 

—1*2 

English Channel ... 

53*7 

+ 1-8 

0*43 


— 2 

3 

5*5 

- 0-5 

Week ending lyth May : 
England, N.E. 

SS -9 

+6*6 

0*17 

4 

- 7 

2 

8*8 

4-2*6 

England, E 

57 7 

- 1 - 6*4 

0*07 

2 

- 9 

I 

9-6 

+ 3*0 

Midland Counties ... 

58-2 

+ 7-0 

0*09 

2 

—II 

1 I 

7*9 

+ 1*9 

England, S.E. 

57*5 

+ 5*4 

0*07 

2 

— 9 

I 

8*8 

+ 1*7 

England, N.W. 

582 

+ 7*5 

0*13 

4 

— 9 

I 

7*0 

+0*4 

England, S.W. ... 

55-0 

+ 3’0 

0*34 

9 

~ 3 

3 

6*2 

—0*6 

English Channel ... 

Week ending 24th May : 

56*4 

+ 3*2 

0*57 

14 

+ 4 

2 

r -4 

1 

- 0*4 

England, N.E. 

53*4 

+27 

0*09 

2 

—10 

I 

9*5 

+ 3*3 

England, E 

Midland Counties ... 

55*0 

557 

4-2*1 

+ 3'2 

004 

o*o6 

1 

2 

- 10 
—II 

I 

I 

10*7 

9*1 

+ 3*9 

+ 3*3 

England, S.E. 

55*9 

4-2*1 

0 *C 0 

0 

—II 

0 

10*6 

+ 3*6 

England, N.W. 

55*2 

+ 3*2 

0*31 

8 

— 3 

1 

7*4 

+1*1 

England, S.W. 

54*6 

4-1*6 

0*15 

4 

— 9 

1 

5*2 

— 1*4 

English Channel ... 

55*0 

+05 

0*44 

n 

— 2 

I 

6*0 

-1*8 

Week ending 31st May .- 









England, N.E. 

55 5 

+ 2*5 

0*03 

i I 

— 10 

I 

9*3 

+30 

England, E 

543 

— 0*7 

0*20 

1 5 

— 5 

I 

to 8 

1 + 3*6 

Midland Counties ... 

57 7 

+ 3*0 

0*06 

, 2 

—10 

1 

9*5 

! + 3*2 

England, S.E. 

56*4 

+ 0*7 

0*03 

I 

— 9 

I 

10*2 

1 +2-8 

England, N.W. ... 

58*4 

+ 4-5 

007 

2 

—12 

I 

10*5 

+ 3-8 

England, S.W, 

57*2 

+2*3 

0*00 

0 

-17 

0 

103 

+ 3*7 

English Channel ... 

57*2 

4-1*2 

0*11 

) 

3 

- 9 

I 

9*4 

+ 1*3 


• X inch = 25*4 xxxiliimetres. 
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Additions to the Library. 


[JUNE, 


ADDITIONS TO THE LIBRARY. 

Africiiltisre» General and Misceilaneous— 

Christoph, F, — Landwirtschaft und Industrie. (i6o pp.) Hannover : 

M. & H. Schaper, 19x8. [338.1 ; 63(28).] 

StriOt, E. G, ; Scott, Leslie ; Roberts, G. if.— The Policy of the Plough. 
(46 pp.) [Rural Problem Series.] London : S.P.C.K., 19^9* 6d, net. 
[63.196; 338-990 

Gain, Edmond. — Precis de Chimie Agricole. (510 pp.) Paris : Ijbraine 
J. B. Balli6re et Fils, 1918. [54(02).] 

Wefy, Georges. — Les Etablissements Scientifiques de Recherches Agricoles 
cn France et k I’Etranger, (164 pp.)“ Paris ; Soci6t6 d'Encourage- 
ment pour ITndustrie Nationale, 1918. [37(44) I 3 7 (072)0 
Conn, H. W . — Agricultural Bacteriology. A Study of the Relation of 
Germ Life to the Farm. [3rd Edition.] (357 pp.) Philadelphia ; 
P. Blakiston's Son & Co., 1918. [576.8.] 

Plowman, T. F . — Fifty Years of a Showman’s Life. (333 pp.) London : 

John I^ne, 1919. 125. td. net. [63(064) ; 92.] 

Mtnistry of Reconstruction. — Pamphlet No. 13 : Rural Industries. (16 
pp.) London : H.M. Stationery Office, 1919. 2d. [63.193.] 

Alien, T. — Small Farming that Pays. [Second Edition.] (88 pp.) 

London : Cable Printing Company, I9i9» t^s. 6d. net. [63.191.] 

Lyon, T. L . — Soils and Fertilizers. (255 pp.) New York and London : 

'ITie Macmillan Company, 19x8. [63.11(02) ; 63.16(02).] 

Woodhead, S. A . — Elementary Chemistry of Agriculture. (188 pp.) 

London: Macmillan & Co., 1919. [54(02).] 

Van Eecke, Ch. — Exploitation Industrielle de La Tourbe (with Biblio- 
graphy.) (370 pp.) Paris : H. Dunod et E. Pinat, 1918. i2fr. 50 
( + 20%). [662.6.] 

Lloyd, E. W . — Hints to Farm Pupils. (ii2 pp.) London : John Murray, 
X919. 25. 6d. net, [63(022).] 

Field Crops— 

Palmer, 5. G. — Sugar peet Seed : History and Development. (120 pp.) 
New York: Wiley & Sons. [London: Chapman & Hall], 19x8. 
65. 6d. [63.3^32.] 

Teeigen, A. B . — Prolitable Herb Growing and Collecting. [2nd Edition.] 
(195 pp.) London : " Country Life ” Offices, 1919. 55. net. [63.348.] 

Worcestershire County Council, Education Committee. — Report on the 
Varieties of Mangel Trials carried out during 1915, 1916, 1917, and X918. 
(10 pp.) Worcester, 1919. [63.332.] 

Carter, H. R . — Flax : Its Cultivation and Preparation for Market. (84 
pp.) London ; John Bale, Sons, and Danieis.son, 1918. 35, 6d. net. 
[63.34XXX.] 

Royal Society, Food (War) Committee. — Report on the Composition of 
Potatoes ^own in the United Kingdom. (3X pp.) London : Harrison 
A Sons, X919. 25. [63.512(04).] 

Ellmore, W. P* — The Cultivation of Osiers and Willows. (96 pp. + 14 pi.). 
London ; J. M, Dent & Sons, 19x9. 45. [63,3412.] 

Horticulture— 

Dyke, W. — The Science and Practice of Manuring for tlie Use of Amateur, 
Market and Professional Growers, Orchardists, etc. (Revised edition.) 
(156 pp.) London: Lockwood I^ess, 1919. 2s.net. [63.51(02).] 
Macself, A. J. — Seed Farming in Britain : A Practical Treatise on the 
Cultivation of Vegetables for tlie Production of Seeds. (32 pp.) 
Burnley : Hortus Printlhg Company, X9X9. 25. 6d, [63.1951 ; 

63-51(02).] 

Woburn Experimental Fruit Farm. — i6th Report [Manurial Experiments 
on Fruit Trees, Bushes and Other Crops.] {76 pp.) London : Amal- 
gamated Press, X917. 25. 9d. [63,4X(04).] 

Ellis, Et, r, Jottings of an Allotment Gardener. (X44 pp.) Mexborough: 
“ Times *• Printing Company, X919. is. 6d. net. [63.5(08).] 

Plant Ditentet«» 

Eriksson, Zur Entwickelungsgeschichte des Spinatschimmels (Perono- 
spora Sptnactae). (25 pp. 4- 4 ph) Stockholm, 1918. [63.24.] 

Nova ScoHa, Department of Agriculture.^BuU. 9 The Apple Maggot 
(RhagoleHs pomonella) in Nova Scotia. (70 pp. + 6 pi.), 1917. Truro 
Nova Scotia, 1917. [63.27; 63.27-41.] 
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Crosby, C. R. and Leonard, M* D. — Manual of Vegetable -Garden Insects . 
(391 pp.) New York and London : The Macmillan Company, 1918. 
$2.50. [63.27(02) ; 63.27-51.] 

Mosley, JF. O. — ]^ngoid and Insect Pests and their Control : Part I. : — 
Vegetable and Pulse Crops. (24 pp.) The Author, Whernside, 
Basingstoke Road, Reading, 1918. 15. net. [63.2/1(02) ; 63.27(02). 
Mosley, F, O, — Fungoid and Insect Pests and their Control : Part II. : 
Fruit Trees. (31 pp.) The Author, Whernside, Basingstoke Road, 
Reading, 1918. 25. 6rf. net. [63.24(02) ; 63.27(02).] 

Banks, N , — Index to the Literature of American Kconomic Entomology. 
January, 1905 — December, 1914* (323 pp») Mehose Highlands, Mass. 

American Association of Economic Entomologists, 1917. $5.50. 

[01 ; 63.27(02).] 

Wketsel, H, H. — An Outline of the History of Phytopathology, (130 pp.) 
Philadelphia and London : W.B. Saunders Company, 1918. [63.2(02).] 

Lire Stock— 

Ormerod, F, — Wool [Staple Trades and Industries, Vol. I.] (218 pp.) 

London : Constable & Co., 1918. 6s. Gd, net. [63.761 ; 677.] 

West of Scotland Agricultural College, — Bull. 89 : — Reports on Experiments 
on the Feeding Value of Bracken Rhizomes for Pigs and Poultry. 
(103-107 pp.) Glasgow, 1919* [b3.604(a).] 

Pearte, A. W, — The World’s Meat Future. An Account of the Live Stock 
Position and Meat Prospects of all Leading Stock Countries of the World 
with Full Lists of Freezing Works. (272 pp.) Sydney : John Andrew 
& Co., 1918. los. 6^f. [63.6: 31: 664.8.] 

Mansell, A . — The Future of our Live Stock Industry. (Journal of the 
Farmers’ Club, March, 1919.) (38 pp.) 6d. [63.6(42).] 

Dairying and Food, General - 

Dymond, T, S. — Dairy Farming in Denmark. (24 pp.) [Rural Problems 
Series.] London : S.P.C.K., 1919* 4 ^^* i^ct, [63.7(489).] 

International Institute of Agriculture, — Documentary Leaflets, 3rd Year, 
No. 2 : — Xhroduction and Prices of Milk and its Chief Derivatives) 
(51pp.) Rome, 1919. [63.7; 63.714.] 

Eckles, C, H,. and Warren, G, F.— Dairy Farming. (309 pp.) New York : 

The Macmillan Company, 1916. [63.70(02),] 

Wallace, R . — The Tragedy of Milk Production. (40 pp.) Edinburgh ; 

Oliver and Boyd, 1919. Gd, [614.32,] 

Royal Society, Food {War) Committee, — Report on the Food Requirements 
of Man and their Variations according to Age, Sex, Size and Occupation. 
(19 pp.) London : Harrison & Sons, 1919. is. Gd, [612.39.] 

Birds, Poultry, and Bees— 

Wilson, Rev, John, — Indian Runner Duck Breeding. {19 pp.) Arma- 
thwaite, Carlisle ; The Author, 1918, is. Gd, post free. [63.657.] 
Watson, /. .d.— Money from Ducks. (29 pp.) London ; Poultry Press, 
Ltd., 1 919- 9 d, net. [63,657.] 

Matthews, Ike, — Full Revelations of a Professional Rat-catcher. (63 pp.) 

Manchester; Friendly Societies' Printing Company . 1 898. is. [63.269.] 
Remington, J, S,, and Remington, M, E.— Utility Poultry Farming. 
(82 pp.) Grange-over-Sands : H. T. Mason, 1919- 2s. post free. 

163.651(02).] 

Forestry— 

Ministry of Reconstruction, — Reconstruction Pamphlet 1 1 : — Commercial 
Forestry, (14 pp.) London : H.M. Stationery Office, 1919. 2d, net, 

[63.49(64)0 

Webster, A, D , — Firewoods ; Their Production and Fuel Values. (95 pp.) 
London ; T. Fisher Unwin, 1919* 12s. Gd, net. [674 ; 63.49-197.] 

Economics-*^ 

Middleton, Sir T, H , — ^The Farmer's Task. (20 pp.) [Rural Problem 
Series.] London : S.P.C.K., I9i9> 3d, net, [63(42) ; 338.99.] 
Nicholls, G, — ^The Place of the Smallholder in the Problem of Reconstruc- 
tion. (14 pp.) London ; S.P.C.K., 1919. 3d, net, [338.99 ; 333.38 

Smth-Gordon, L , — Co-operation for Farmers. (247 pp.) London : 
Williams & Norgate, 1918, 6s. net. [334(02).] 
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Mew, Sir R, H.^Xbe JiCimmnm Wage as applied in Agriculture. Jio pp.) 

(Journal oi the Farmers* Club, Febnxaarv, X9X9«) London. Sd. [ 33 X 
Lange, F, — ^LandudrtschaftUch Statistischer Atlaa. Die Landwirtschaft- 
Ikhe Erzeugung der Welt — Der Deutsche Aussenhandel. (105 karten 
nebst Einlcitung). Berlin : Dietrich Reimer (Einst Vohsen), 1917* 
72 marks. [31 ; 31(43)-] 

Ministry of Reconstruction, — ^PamplUet 14 : — Food Production and Its 
Problems for the Consumer. (24 pp.) London : H.M. Stationery 
Office, 1919. 2d, [333.99 ; 63(42).] 

Ministry of Reconstruction, — Report on the Employment on the Land of 
Returned Sailors and Soldier^ ; together with a Report by R, V. 
Lewnard, (39 pp.) London : II.M. Stationery Office, 1919. is. net. 

W, R. [Edf/.]. — New Town. A Proposal in Agricultural, In* 
dustnal. Educational. Ovic, and Social Reconstruction. (141 pp.) 
London : J. M. Dent & Sons, I9i9- 2s. net. [33.] 

SELECTED CONTENTS OF PERIODICALS. 

Agriculture, General and Miacellaneous— 

Field Technic in Determining Yields of Experimental Plots by the Squaic 
^ Yard Method, A, C, Arry and F, H, Steinmetz, (Jour. American Soc. 
Agronomy, March, 1919-) [ 37 (oi )-3 

A Field Study of the Influence of Oiganic Matter upon the Water-Holding 
Capacity of a Silt-Loam Soil, F, J, Alway and J, R, Neller, (Jour. 
Agnc. Reseaich, loth March, 1919.) [C3.112.] 

L* Agriculture fran9aise et la guerre, Henry Sagnter, (lra\aux ct Notices 
de TAcademie d'Agnc., France, lomc I, 1918.) [63(44).] 

La situation de Tagnculture en pays envahi (Nord dc la France et Belgique) 
AoAt, 1914 — Mars 1917, H, Lecq. (Iravaux et Notices dc TAcademie 

d’Agric., France. Tome I, 1918.) [63(44.] 

Eicktrokali, ein schwedisches Kaliddngemittcl un<l seine Wirkung aul 
Mineralboden, P,Ehrenburg et al. (Jour. I^ndwiitschaft. 66 Band, 
Heft IV.. 1918.) [63.1673.] 

Ihe Present Status of Nitrogen Fixation, A, H, White, (Jour. Ind. 

Engin. Chem., ist March, 1919.) [576.83.I 

Danish Agriculture and the World War, J, J. Dunne, (Better Business, 
February, 1919*) [63(489)-] 

l^cssent Position in Relation to Feililiscrs and Feeding Stulls, A. Snietham, 
^ (Jour. Roy. Lane. Agric. Soc., 1918.) [63.1621 ; 63.604(a).] 

Ihe Action of Lime in the Soil, /. Hughes, (Jour. Bath & West & S. C. 
Soc., 1918-19.) [63.15.] 

Ensilage. A, w. Older shaw, (Jour. Bath & West & S.C. 1918-1 9*) 
[63.1985.] 

Various Researches into Structure of Soils and Soil Moisture, J, Dumont. 

(Ann. Ecole Nat. Agnc,, Grignon, Tome VI., 1915-16.) [63.112.] 

Twenty Years of Agricultural Development in Ireland, Rt. Hon, Str T, W. 
Russell, (Dept. Agric. and Tech. Instruc., Ireland, Jour., Vol. XIX. 
No. 2, 1919.) [63(415).] 

Dnlrjing and Food» General- 

Variations and Mode of Secretion of of Milk Solids, J, W, Gowen, ( Joui . 
Agric. Research, 20th January, 1919.) [612.664.] 

Bagineering-* 

The larger Relations of Climate and Crops in the Umted States, R, de C, 
Ward, (Quar, Jour, Roy. Meteorolo^al Soc., January, 1919.) [531,5.] 
L' Application de TElectricitd, L, Dabat, (Travaux et Notices de 
TAcademie d*Agric„ France, Tome I, 1918.) [63.17(04).] 

*****A^nltaral Reconstruction, /, Long, (Jour. Bath & West & S.C. Soc., 

tgtS ^ jg .) [338.99-] 

profit Sharing in Agriculture. (Edinburgh Review, January, X919.) 
t 33»-3 

(4$i) Wt. P. aiay— 1«*. ts,sao. 6/19. J. T. k S., Ltd. 
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EDITORIAL NOTES. 

The signing of Peace has unfortunately not removed all 
difficulties in regard to food, as to which, with somewhat 
_ . , „ .j. poor crop prospects, the outlook for the 

Md^Vegetablu. ooming winter is not too bright. There 
is, indeed, every reason to continue the 
work both of increased production and prevention of waste, 
and every endeavour should be made to preserve the maximum 
of fruit and vegetables, produce not required at the moment 
being stored in one form or another. 

Jam-making was general before the War, but bottling and 
canning were not commonly practised, chiefly because of the 
impression that these methods could only be carried out under 
trade conditions. During the War bottling became a recog- 
nised method of preserving fruit in large numbers of house- 
holds, and in some cases thousands of bottles were purchased 
for the purpose by small allotment and co-operative societies. 
Canning is, as yet, by no means general, chiefly on the ground 
that the outfit required is too expensive. This impression 
is a mistaken one, for the most modest household can improvise 
the necessary equipment. Canning has certain advantages 
over bottling, especially if the preserver intends to sell part of 
the produce. There arc no broken bottles ; cans bear storage 
and transport much better ; and the method generally is stated 
to be less expensive and more satisfactory when considerable 
quantities of fruit and vegetables are concerned. Fruit and 
v^etables alike may readily be preserved by bottling and 
canning, delicious and valuable food being thus stored for 
winter use. Full advice on the subject is given in the Board’s 
Leaflets, No, 250 (Fruit Bottling for Small Holders) and No. 331 
(Canm'Mg Fruit and Vegetables), a revised edition of which 
is in the press. 


2 c 
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Editorial Notes. 


[JULY, 


In the January issue of this Journal (p. 1151) reference was 
made to the importance of the proper preservation and use of 
farmyard manure. Liquid manxire also, 
Liquid Manure, consisting of urine and the liquid which 
drains from the manure heap, is of very 
great value, when properly conserved and used, in adding to 
the crop-yielding capacity of the farm, for it contains consider- 
able quantities of soluble plant foods derived during the 
process of digestion from the various foods consumed by farm 
live stock. Such residual products have been paid for either 
directly or indirectly by the farmer, and every endeavour 
should be made to ensure that they are as fully utilised as may 
be, and not allowed to drain away and be wasted, as is too 
commonly the case. 

Accounts of liquid manure, and of the construction of liquid 
manure tanks — which form the most suitable means of holding 
up for subsequent use the liquid manurial residues of the farm- 
yard — arc given at pp. 428 and 431. 

« « 41 » He 


A VISIT to the Koyal Agricultural Show recently once again 
revived the thought that the true agricultural show may be 


Tilt Educational 
Value of Shows. 


regarded as essentially of an educational 
character, since the purely agricultural 
exhibits are all directed to teaching some 


farmer something — one farmer deriving help from one source, 
another farmer from a second. The best breeders of stock will 


confess that they widen their education by competition with 
their fellow breeders, and by comparison on the spot between 
the best animals from their respective herds and flocks. The 
same thing applies to crops, dairy produce, and so forth. The 
farmer also gleans a good deal of information from stands which 


are held for advertising purposes — ^from the great steam- 
ploughing tackle or the farm tractor to the wooden fowl house 


or the varied uses of concrete. Milking and clean milk pro- 
duction, butter-making, poultry-keeping, bee-keeping, the 
different classes of farm stock, the thousand and one things 


which are involved in farming, all were represented at the Royal 
Show, and the best of everything agricultural is demonstrated 
by its presence either in competition or for purely exhibition 


purposes. 

There is, however, also an education exhibition '' proper, 
as an integral part of the Show, and here farmers may learn 
what is being done to assist agriculture by experiment and 
research, comparative trial, etc., at the agricultural colleges 
and research stations. This part of the Royal Show is briefly 
d at p. 437. f 
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Editorial Notes. 
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Since the Board’s Seed Testing Station was opened late in 
1917 much greater interest has been taken in the question 
of testing samples of seed to ensure that 
Seed Tciitiiig. only pure seeds of satisfactory germinating 
capacity are sown, both farmers and seed 
merchants submitting large numbers of samples for examination. 
The 1918-19 seed testing season being now over it will be of 
interest to state generally to what extent farmers have taken 
advantage of the facilities offered for testing. In certain 
counties, notably Anglesea, Stafford, Devon, Montgomery 
and Cornwall, farmers were very prominent in sending in 
samples. This seems to have been due chiefly to the work of 
the County Agricultural Organisers in making the facilities 
known. This was especially the case in Anglesea, and the 
method adopted in that county might with advantage be 
extended to other parts of the country. By this method 
samples of seed are sent by the farmers to the County Organiser 
who transmits them to the Seed Testing Station. The reports 
of the tests are sent to the County Organiser, who hands them 
on to the farmers and collects the fees — -a monthly account 
being rendered to him by the Station. This entails a slight 
delay and makes more work for the County Organiser, but 
it places him in a position to offer advice to the farmer in the 
case of samples of poor germination. 

He i|c ifc He i|c a|e 


According to the Report of the Tithe, Copyhold, ('onimons 


and Survey Branch 01 the Board for the years 1915, 1916, 


Increased 
Bedemption of 
Tithe Bentcharge. 


1917 and 1918 [Cmd. 193, _ price zd. net.], 
the total amount of tithe rentcharge 
extinguished by redemption under the 
Tithe Acts since the commutation in 


1836 up to the end of last year was only £73,579 out of a total 


apportionment of ^4,054,405. 

One of the chief objects of the Tithe Act, which reccuved the 


Royal Assent on the 21st November last, was to facilitate 
and encourage redemption, and it may be of interest to note 


to what extent that object is being achieved. During the past 
six months applications for redemption received by the Board 
included tithe rentcharges amounting in all to £5,256, which 


is nearly ten times as much as the amount for the first half of 
last year and nearly eight times as much as the amount for the 
pre-war period, January ist to June 30th, 1914. 

hi the majority of cases the applicants prefer to pay the 
consideration for redemption in cash instead of availing them- 
selves of the provision made in the Tithe Act, 1918, for payment 
by means of an annuity payable yearly or half-yearly for a 
period not exceeding fifty years. 


2 c 2 
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THE EFFECT OF DRYING ON THE 
GERMINATION OF CEREALS. 

R. G. Stapledon, M.A., and Margaret Adams, B.Sc., 
The Seed Testing Station of the Board. 

iRtroiliiotlen.— During two seasons at the Seed Testing 
Station over 13,000 samples of cereals have been tested. The 
experience gained in dealing with this large number of samples 
has clearly shown that germination tests on cereals ne^d to be 
conducted with no less care and attention than do those on 
smaller seeds such as grasses and clovers. It has been gener- 
ally held that it is a comparatively easy matter to estimate the 
value of a sample of grain by careful inspection ; the results 
of tests carried out on samples representative of every county — ■ 
samples harvested and stacked under the most adverse, as 
well as under the most favourable, conditions — ^have shown, 
however, that this is by no means the case. It is, in fact, 
not too much to say that the apparent condition of a sample 
frequently affords little or no index as to its germination. 
Evidence soon accumulated to show that even a properly 
conducted germination test might also, under certain circum- 
stances, lead to a totally erroneous estimate of tlie value of the 
grain for seed purposes. It was, for instance, found that 
certain samples, especially such as were received early in the 
season {i.e., during August and September), did not germinate 
readily, for instead of 8 to 10 days being sufficient for a reliable 
test, oats ccntiiiued to germinate slowly for 2 to 4 weeks and 
then failed to give satisfactory results, whilst wheat, barley 
and rye gave germinations at the end of 10 days, which were 
subsequently proved to be too low, the seed then becoming 
soft and incapable of growth. 

It was thought that the unsatisfactory germination of these 
samples might have been due to the conditions under which the 
tests were conducted. A large number of comparative tests 
were, therefore, undertaken in order to determine the condi- 
tions most favourable to germination. These trials confirmed 
that a relatively low temperature of from 12® C. to 15® C,, 
with a relatively low moisture content of the seed-bed, gave the 
most satisfactory results in the vast majority of cases. In the 
case of oats there seemed to be some evidence to show that 
by fluctuating both the temperature and the moisture content of 
the seed-bed, germination in some cases tended to be hastened ; 
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whilst certain samples germinated rather better in the light 
than in the dark. The behaviour of the samples was. however, 
erratic, and it seemed wisest to maintain conditions as uniform 
as possible for the actual tests* and to endeavour to find a 
simple pre-germination treatment which might be relied upon 
both to assist and hasten the germination of unsatisfactory 
or puzzling samples. 

It is well known that both the maltster and the miller “ con- 
dition ” their grain by dr3dng ; barley being kiln-dried in order 
to occasion uniform germination. It was, therefore, decided 
to conduct additional tests on a number of samples ; (a) After 
first drying the grain for three days at 40° C., the seed being 
put to dry immediately on its arrival at the Station ; this 
test is referred to hereafter as *' after drying.” (6) After 
keeping the grain, without any preliminary drying for about 
three weeks in its sample bag in the laboratory ; this test is 
referred to as “ after a period.” The ordinary test for 
the sample without drying or keeping for a period will be 
referred to as " as received.” 

The method of drying adopted in respect of the tests here 
described was somewhat different from kiln-drying. When 
barley is kiln-driedf it is usually brought gradually up to a 
temperature of about 30° C. to 40° C., the drying lasting for 
about 12 hours ; or the grain is twice brought up to this 
temperature, each heating lasting about 12 hours. When 
dried at temperatures of about 40° C., it is subsequently 
spread over a floor and turned from time to time for a further 
period of 8 to 10 days, and when dried at about 30° C. it is 
kept in store to “ mellow ” for about 6 weeks. 

Barley does not, however, appear to be very sensitive, and 
according to J. Mattus will stand a temperature of 60° C., 
although Moritz and Morris state that the temperature should 
not exceed 47° C. The object of “ dr3nng ” for a longer 
period than 12 hours at 40° C. was to dry the grain sufficiently 
without doing it injury, and by obviating the subsequent air- 

* The procedure adopted at the Station for testing cereals is as follows : — 
100 seeds are used for each set, and the average result given by three sets 
constitutes a test. Glazed earthenware saucers are used, and these are filled 
•with fine sand, which is worked up to a uniform depee of moisture in a'zino 
bath. The seed is pressed lightly into the sand vdth a cork. Ihe saucers 
are plalced on top of each other on slate slabs and put away on shelves in the 
incu Dating chamber, the seed-bed being lightly sprayed from time to time when 
the sprouted seed is counted out. This method of testing cereals has proved 
to be in every way satisfactory, and, in the hands of experienced assistants, 
gives uniform conditions throughout the testing season. 

t The grain is spread out on the floor of the kiln to a depth of about 12 in , 
and is turned over once or twice during the drying. 
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drying to be able to get the germination results with as little 
delay as possible.^ 

The results of the preliminary tests showed that in many cases 
the germinations obtained after drying ** and after a period " 
were altogether better than " as received/' This led to the 
adoption of the three-fold test as part of the routine at the 
Station, and throughout practically the whole of the season 
all samples which gave a poor germination on theiF first as 
received " count were retested '' after drying " and (or) 
" after a period.” 

It is proposed in this article to give an account of tfie results 
obtained on the samples in question. No attempt can, at 
present, be made adequately to explain the behaviour of many 
of the samples, but it seems desirable to emphasise the effect 
that conditioning ” has on germination. ” Conditioning ” 
is undoubtedly a question which should receive no less attention 
from the farmer than from the miller and the maltster, and .it 
is a question, moreover, which demands further exact study, 
for if it is easy to see why drying should in some cases greatly 
increase germination, it is difficult to see why in others it 
should considerably decrease it. Before any method or methods 
of ” conditioning ” can be advocated it is, of course, necessary 
to be able to forecast whether the treatment will prove bene- 
ficial or the reverse on any particular bulk of grain that it is 
required to improve. 

It will be convenient (i) to give the results for wheat, 
barley and rye together, and (2) to deal with oats. 

WIiMt, Barlty and Rya,— The following statement shows in a 
broad way the effect of drying on these samples : — 

Wheat. — 165 samples were tested after drying ; of these : — 

32 per cent, gave a germination higher by 3 per cent, or more than 
the ** as received '' germination. The greatest increase was 
35 per cent. 

23 per cent, gave a germination lower by 3 per cent, or more than 
the “ as received ** germination. The greatest decrease was 
ig per cent. 

45 per cent, gave a germination which did not differ by as much 
as 3 per cent, from the “ as received '' germination. 

Barley. — 43 samples were tested after drying ; of these : — 

30 samples were received during August and September, and of 
these : — 

27 per cent, gave a germination higher by 3 per cent, or more than 
the ** as received '' germination. The greatest increase was 
43 per cent. 

• See Journal oj the Institute of Brewing. Vol. XX„ 1914, and VoL XXI ., 
1915, for abstracts of papers by J. Mattus and by E. Weinwurm ; also Zeit- 
schrift ges Brauw, 1914. 37. and A Text Book of the Science of Brewing by 
Moritt and Morris, 1891. 
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None gave a germination lower by 3 per cent, or more than the 
** as received ” germination. 

13 of the samples which were dried were received during October 
to February ; of these : — 

35 per cent, gave a germination higher by 3 per cent, or more than 
the “ as received ** germination. The greatest increase was 
52 per cent. 

54 per cent, gave a germination lower by 3 per cent, or more than 
the “ as received '* germination. The greatest decrease was 
jy per cent. 

1 1 per cent, gave a germination which did not differ by as much 
as 3 per cent, from the as received germination. 

Rye. — 25 samples were tested after drying ; of these : — 

68 per cent, gave a germination higher by 3 per cent, or more than 
the “ as received germination. The greatest increase was 
20 per cent. 

28 per cent, gave a germination lower by 3 per cent, or more than 
the “ as received germination. The greatest decrease was 
5 per cent. 

4 per cent, gave a germination which did not differ by as much as 
3 per cent, from the “ as received " germination. 

It must be pointed out that the percentage of samples which 
showed no appreciable result after drying would certainly 
have been much higher had it bei'n possible to dry all the 
samples, instead of chiefly those which gave poor “ as received ” 
germinations. An analysis of the figures showed, however, 
that the proportion of samples which gave an increase as 
opposed to a decrease as the result of drying was for wheat, 
barley and rye greater during August and September than 
later in the season ; this was most striking in the case of 
barley, for the germination of none of the samples received 
and dried during August and September was appreciably 
increased by drying. Two rather unexpected results from 
drying were also apparent, namely, that very considerable 
increases often took place right up to the end of February, 
and that samples which had obviously been harvested in 
poor condition sometimes had their germination much 
increased, and sometimes much decreased, as the result of 
drying, thus showing that drying does not only influence newly- 
harvested and immature grain. Where substantial differences 
resulted from drying, the greatest increases for wheat, barley 
and rye were more than twice as high as the greatest decreases. 

In order further to appreciate the effect of drying, it is 
necessary to compare in some detail the results obtained both 
by drying and by retesting a portion of the samples after 
keeping the grain for a period of two to three wi'cks or longer. 
For this purpose only those samples where substantial differ- 
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ences from the “ as received ” germination occurred need be 
considered. The most striking results are set out in the three 
tables (Tables I., II. and III.) hereunder, which serve also to 
indicate how considerable are the effects of both dr3dng and 
keeping on certain individual samples. 

It must be borne in mind that some, or at least a part, of 
the differences between the " as received,” " after drying ” 
and “ after a period ” tests may have been due simply to the 
variation in results that cannot be avoided as between test and 
test, conducted even under identical conditions. This varia- 
tion is, of course, greatest in the case of samples giving germina- 
tions between about 40 and 70 per cent. Every care was 

Table I. 

WHEAT. BARLEY AND RYE. 


Cases where Drying increased the Germination and where 
Keeping for a Period had a similar Effect. 


Refer- 

ence. 


Percentage Germination. 

Date received. 

As 

After 

After 
Keeping 
2>-3 weeks. 

Additional 



Received. 

Drying. 

Tests. 



Wheat. 



Ca I 

1 6/8/1 8 . . 

60 

65 

100 



Ca 2 

16/8/18 . . 

64 

66 

66 



Ca 2368 

29/10/18 

45 

75 

63 

— 

Ca 2558 

2/11/18 .. 

63 

72 

68 

— 

Ca 2667 

6/1 1 /1 8 

60 

87 

87 


Ca 2716 

8/11/18 .. 

63 

70 

69 

— 

Ca 2918 

22/11/18 

85 

93 

93 



Ca 2922 

22/11/18 

78 

86 

85 

— 

Ca 2969 

Ca 2978 

28/11/18 .. 

30/11/18 

69 

62 

74 

Dried for 3 
weeks, 86. 
Dried for 5 
months, 84. 

63 

64 

65 

Ca 2995 

■3/12/18 .. 

86 

91 

93 



Ca 3015 

6/12/18 , . 

54 

71 

60 

1 

After keeping 

6 weeks 88, 
and 6 months 

Ca 3022 

6/12/18 . . 

53 

61 

68 

90. 

Ca3023 

6/12/18 . . 

46 

63 

68 


Ca 3046 

16/12/18 

42 

51 ! 

51 


Ca307i 
Ca 3082 

28/12/18 

70 

■ 78 1 

83 



7 /*/i 9 

55 

66 1 

74 


Ca3i64 

13/2/19 . . 

73 

93 ! 

93 

— 

Avera^ 

:e. figures for 
Wheat. 

64 

n 

increase - 

60 

increase » 

— 




15 

26 
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Table I. — continued. 




Barley. 



Cbi 

8/8/18 

47 

90 

92 

After keeping 






6 weeks, 99. 

Cb 3 

17/8/18 . . 

79 

87 


— 

Cb 4 

IQ/8/18 

66 

88 

97 

— 

Cb 5 

28/8/18 . . 

69 

85 

95 

— 

Cb6 

23/8/18 . . 

75 

96 

♦ 

— 

Cb8 

29/8/18 

77 

96 


— 

Cb64 

1/11/18 

92 

97 

100 

— 

Cb 65 

4/11/18 .. 

29 

81 

68 

After keeping 






I month, 54. 

Cb 97 

7/12/18 . . 

33 

36 

48 

— 

Cb 119 

30/12/18 

8^ 

97 

86 

— 

Average figures for 

65 

85 

84 

— 

Barley. 


incrca.se ** 

increase 





20 

19 




Rye. 



Cd I 

9/8/18 . . 

73 

93 

93 

— 

Cd4 

13/8/18 . . 

V 

91 

* 

— 

Cd 7 

15/8/18 . . 

78 

89 

94 

— 

Cd 10 

21/8/18 

86 

93 

97 

' — . 

Cd 165 

5/11/18 . . 

65 

80 

69 

— 

Average 

figures for 

76 

89 

88 

— 

Rye. 



increase ■■ 

increase » 





14 

13 


Average figures for 

66 

83 

82 

— 

Wheat, B^ley, and 


increase — 

, increase » 


Rye together. 


17 

1 

1 



* An msuffident amount of seed was received for conducting these tests. 

Notes . — Ca 2368, Ca 2716, Ca 2918, Ca 2922, Ca 2969, Ca 3022, Ca 3023, 
Ca 3046 and Ca 3071 conlained some sprouted giam and were of a more or 
less mouldy appearance ; C'a 29b9 contained over ibpercent. of water , Ca 3015 
was described by the sender as being “ soft — it was not, however, of a bad 
colour, mouldy or sprouted. 

Cb I, Cb 3 and Cb 4 had a somewhat fresh appearance, and were obviously 
not fully matured. It was ascerbiined that Cb 4 was cut on 28th July, earned 
on 12th August, and threshed on the field in time for a sample to be received 
at the Station on 19th August. Cb 65, Cb 97. Cb 119 were of a mouldy 
appearance and in poor condition. 

Cd 165 contained some .sprouted grain and was in poor condition. 

taken, however, in the matter of sample-taking and counting 
out the sets. The average results given by the large number 
of samples referred to in the tables and also the very con- 
siderable differences in the case of many of the samples do not, 
however, admit of normal experimental error" {which_ on the 
average figures would certainly not be as much as 5 per cent.) 
discounting the general conclusions that are to be drawn. 

A study of the tables shows a remarkably constant relation- 
ship between the cifect of drjing and keeping for a period ; 
in tJie great majority of cases these are in the same direction, 
and the results obtained by the two methods of ‘‘ conditioning ” 
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Table II. 

WHEAT, BARLEY AND RYE. 


Cases where Drying decreased, the Germination and where 
Keeping for a Period had a similar Effect. 



1 

Percentage Germination. 

Refer. Date 

once. Received. 

As 

Received. 

1 

After 

Drying. 

After 
Keeping 
2-3 weeks. 

Additional 

Tests. 

h 

0543 21/9/18 .. 

Wheat. 

87 1 68 

67 


Ca 1326 7/10/18 

78 

64 

67 

— 

Ca 1613 20/10/18 

87 

68 

69 

— 

Ca 1885 1 8/10 /x 8 

33 

26 

25 

— 

Ca 1887 18/10/18 

81 

69 

69 

— 

Ca 2099 22/10/18 

90 

80 

84 

— 

Ca2i93 24/10/18 

82 

77 

71 

After keeping 

Ca 255i 2/11/18 .. 

90 

84 

86 

Ca 2722 8/H/18 

88 

80 

78 

6 months, 86, 
After keeping 

Ca 3075 1/1/19 .. 

82 

70 

69 

6 months, 79. 

Average figures for 

80 

69 

67 

— 

Wheat. 

_ 

decrease = 
II 

decrease =» 
13 


Cb 78 15/11/18 

Barley. 

24 1 7 

7 

After keeping 

Cb 102 13/12/18 

35 

20 

27 

6 weeks, 7. 

Cb 117 30/12/18 

QO 

83 

80 

— • 

Cb 167 22/i/ig 

66 

60 

62 


Average figures for 

63 

40 

41 

— 

^ Barley. 

decrease « 

1. ..13 

Rye. 

decrease — 
12 



74 23/9 A 8 . . 

40 

37 

34 

— 

Average figures for 

70 

59 

68 

— 

Wheat. Barley, and 
Rye together. 


decrease « 

decrease « 
12 



Notes . — Ca 543 contained a little ill-dq^eloped grain ; Ca 1326. Ca 1885 and 
Ca 2099 contained some sprouted grain and were of a mouldy appearance, 

Cb 78 had the appearance of having been heated in the stack. 


are often almost identical even when most considerable {e.g., 
Ca I and Cb i increases/and Ca_^543 and Cb 117 decreases). 
It is not easy to account for substantial decreases^as the result 
of drying, and still less to account for a falling off in germination 
of as much as 13 per cent. (Cb 167) and 21 per cent. (Ca 1326) 





1919 ] Effect of Drying on Cereal Germination. 


371 


Table III. 

WHEAT, BARLEY AND RYE. 


Cases where Drying and Keeping for a Period had dissimilar 

Effects. 


Refer- 

ence. 


Percentage Germination . 

Date Received . 

As 

After 

After 
Keejiing 
2-3 weeks. 

Additional 



Received. 

Drying. 

Ttsts. 



Wheat. 



Ca 278 

14/9/18 .. 

77 

h3 

7O 

— 

Ca 2548 

2/ii/i8 

89 

80 

90 

— 

Ca 2719 

8/ii/i8 

8? 

89 

80 

After keeping 






2 months, 88. 
After keep- 
ing 3 months. 

Ca 2870 

19/11/18 

72 

6,| 

72 

75- 

Ca 2937 

23/11/18 .. 

88 

83 

90 

— 

Cm 252 

X 1/12/18 

8g 

9O 

80 

— 

Average figures lor 

83 

79 

82 



Wheat. 


tlecrcase »= 

A 

decrease « 

X 




Barley. 



Cb 98 

10/12/18 

86 

84 

91 

— 



Rye. 



Cd 18 

31/8/18 .. 

64 

58 

1 05 

h>ried for i 





week, (>i. 

Cd 106 

1/10/18 

75 

69 

90 


1 Average figures for Rye 

69 

63 

77 

— 




dccrea.se « 

increase 





6 

« 


Average figures for 

80 

76 

82 



Wheat, Barley, and 


decrease ^ 

increase 


Rye together. 


4 

2 



Notes , — Ca 2870 was of poor condition, and had a siifihtiy mouldy appear- 
ance ; Ca 2937 252 contained seme sprenUd grain. 


as a result of keeping a sample for as short a period as 3 
weeks in the laboratory before testing. ICwilL be noted that 
these decreases most frequently occurn d in the case of samples 
in poor condition ; but by ordinary inspection of the samples it 
would have been quite impossible to prophesy, for instance, that 
Ca 2969 and Ca 3015, both in poor condition, would have so 
wonderfully improved as the result of both the “ after a 
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period ” and '* after drying ” tests, and that Cb 78, Ca 1326 and 
Ca 1887 would have lost so consi^rably in germination when 
sulqected to identical treatments. It is only at present 
possible to state the facts ; nevertheless the evidence perhaps 
suggests that samples that have been badly heated in the stack 
are incapable of improvement by " conditioning,” and lose 
rapidly in germination capacity; this would at all events 
seem to have been true of Cb 78. Both the decreased germina- 
tions and the irregular behaviour of some of the samples {e.g., 
results given in Tables 11 . and III.) may have been due to the 
drjnng having been for particular samples insufficient or too 
drastic, for it has not been possible to ascertain by elaborate 
trials what temperature is really the best for drying samples 
under different conditions. The decreased germination as the 
result of drying may in some cases, however, have been due 
to the fact that the grain was germinated immediately 
on removal from the drying incubator at 40° C. and was not 
subsequently air- dried for 5 to ii days. 

Weinwurm,* for instance, kiln-dried a sample of Moravian 
barley (water content 18-5 per cent.) at 37® C. for 12 horns 
and germinated the grain after various subsequent treatments 
with the following results : — 

Percentage Germination in 14 days. 

A B c D 

Steeped in 

The original water for 3 Exposed to Exposed to 

sample \ydth- hours imme- air for 5 days air for 9 days 

out drying, diately after after drying. after drying, 

drying. 

89 per cent. 82 per cent. 91 per cent. 96 per cent. 

It is not likely that steeping in water for 3 hours would 
have decreased the germination of B,! and consequently these 
figures would seem to show that when decreases occur as the 
result of drying at 40° C. subsequent air-dr5dng would often 
occasion decided increases. The behaviour of Cd 106, which 
dropped 6 per cent, as the result of drying and gained 15 per 
cent, when kept for 3 weeks although not previously dried, 
and also of Cb 98 and Ca 2937, may, perhaps, be thus accounted 
for. 

In the hope of throwing further light on the reasons for 
decreased germination, it was decided to ascertain the effect 
of drying on («) Ill-developed or “ pinched ” grain, and 
(6) Sprouted grain. 

♦ See footnote » p. 366. 

t Tests conducted in connection with this work did not suggest that 
soaking in water decreased germination. 
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(а) Ill-Developed or “ Pinched ” Grain. — Several 
samites were received which, although containing from 50 to 
80 per cent, of “ pinched ” grain, none the less germinated 
over 90 per cent. Ca 2592 was a sample in point which con- 
tained 57-6 per cent, of " pinched ” grain (18 -2 gr. per 1,000) 
and 26-2 per cent, well-formed grain {26-2 gr. per 1,000) with 
3-7 per cent, broken seed and germinated 90 per cent. The 
" pinched ” and good grain were also germinated separately 
both " as received ” and “ after drying ’’ ; the results were as 
follows ; — 

As received” “ After drying” 

Per cent. Per cent. 

Good grain . . . . 90 . . 85 

“ Pinched " grain ..88 .. 83 

These figures suggest that the behaviour of the “ pinched ” 
grain in a sample is very similar to that of the good grain. 

(б) Sprouted Grain. — Ca ,1048 contained 37 per cent, of 
sprouted grain and 63 per cent, of unsprouted grain. These 
were germinated separately both " as received '' and “ after 
dr3dng,'’ with the following results. 

“ As received,” “ After drying” 

Per cent. Per cent. 

Sprouted .... 58 . . 6 

Unsprouted . . 99 • • 97 

Ca 2969 contained lo per cent, of sprouted grain. This was 
separated into three grades, each of which was germinated 
separately, both “ as received ” and “ after drying,” with the 
following results : — 

“ As received,” “ After drying,” 

Per cent. Per cent, 

1 . Long roots and distinct 

plumule (green) .. 16 .. o 

2. Roots fully developed 

but no plumule . . 20 ,, 4 

3. Slight protruding of 

radicle . . . . 4 ^ • • 32 

It will be noted from Table I., that this sample as a whole 
benefited from drying to the extent of 13 per cent., so that 
the 90 per cent, of non-sprouted grain very considerably 
benefited, whilst the 10 per cent, of sprouted grain suffered. 
The above examples clearly show that sprouted grain as 
such cannot stand drying, consequently when really considerable 
amounts of sprouted grain (say over 30 per cent.) occur in a 
sample, the germination wiU almost of necessity fall off as a 
result of this treatment. It would seem evident, therefore, 
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that excess of sprouted grain in samples would sometimes be 
sufficient to account for a falling oft in germination as the 
result of drying, but that the erratic behaviour of the samples 
under review must have been due to more obscure causes.* 

It was thought that samples in a very wet condition might 
be adversely affected by sudden dr3dng, even at 40° C. A 
number of samples were, therefore, soaked for 3J hours in 
water and then immediately dried ; the results did not indicate 
any particular harm, although quite excellent samples soaked 
in salt solution and then immediately dried did, in some cases, 
lose as much as 10 to 17 per cent, in germination, in spite of 
the fact that when planted wet directly after soaking, their 
germination was in no way impaired. 

It will be noted that in the majority of cases given in Table 
III., the “ after a period ” test was vt;ry similar to the “ as 
received,” and that with the exception of Cd 106 (previously 
referred to) the irregularity of the results was due rather to 
the increase or decrease as the result of drying not being borne 
out by a corresponding increase or decrease as the result of 
keeping — that is to say, drying had a more or less marked 
result, while keeping had no particular effect. If, however, 
substantial increases or decreases only are considered, it will 
be seen that out of 56 samples, only 8 gave increases or de- 
creases of 5 per cent, or over as the result of drying, which 
were not borne out by the “ after a period ” test, whilst 46 gave 
increases or decreases of 5 per cent, or over and 32 gave in- 
creas«!S or decreases of 10 per cent, or over as the result of dr 5 ning, 
which were also borne out by the “ after a period ” test. It is thus 
evident that the “ after drying ” test is a very fairly reliable 
one, and in the case of wheat, barley and rye gives a valuable 
indication as to the potential quality of the grain, and that 
even if this test is not supplemented by an “ after a period ” 
test, the risk of doing serious injustice to any appreciable 
number of samples is not very great. It would not, however, 
be sufficient to substitute the “ after drying ” for the “ as 
received ” test, but both these tests are necessary in all cases 
where the " as received ” test gives poor results. The adop- 
tion of the " after drying ” test thus appears to be the easiest 
and best means of dealing with difficult samples of wheat, 
barley and rye. 

Oat*.— The number of oat samples which, especially early 
in the season, gave unsatisfactory “ as received ” results was 


♦ Onl)^ a few of the samples referred to in the tables contained as much 
as 10 per cent, of sprouted grain. 
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no less considerable than in the case of wheat, barley and rye. 
It has been said that oats, especially early in the season, took 
much longer to germinate than other cereals. The length 
of time taken for tlie completion of the as received tests 
on samples received during August and up to the middle of 
September is well illustrated by the following figures : — 

{a) Bi.ack Oats. 

4 per cent, took less than 10 days. 

28 „ ,, about 10 „ 

5 ® It M tt 14 »* 

18 „ ,, over 21 ,, 

(ft) Grey Oats. 

43 per cent, took less than lo days and generally no more than 
7 days. 

52 „ ,, about 10 days. 

5 ,, ,, over 10 days but less than 14 days. 

It will thus be seen that black oats on the average were much 
slower germinaters than grey, and later in the season they 
proved more often to be slower than white. 

The poor energy of germination of certain samples of oats 
early in the season is shown by the following figures, which 
also indicate that the germination is much faster when the 
samples are kept for a period before being put up to germinate. 




Germination pci cent. 

Reference 
and Bale 

lit iitnient. 



— - 




— 

received. 


In 6 
days. 

In 12 
days. 

In t 8 
days. 

In 24 
days. 

In one 
montli 

Cc 2 , 8th Aug., 

1 

As received.. 

4 

10 

50 

5^^ 

56 

igi8 

After keeping 2 weeks 

16 

45 

60 

78 . 

82 


„ „ 4 ♦ 

20 

b3 

96 

96 

9O 

Cc3, 15th Aug., 

As received . . 

49 

57 

Ts 

86 

90 

1918 

After keeping 2 weeks 

69 

80 

91 

91 


* This test was conducted on a further sample drawn from the same 
bulk as the original .sample. 


The above figures show that a report based on a 12 -day 
test would have been quite erroneous, that a 12-day report 
after keeping the grain would have been more acemate, but 
that even this figure would not have done the samples full 
justice. 

The drying of oats for 3 days at 40° C. did not produce 
such striking resiilts as in the case of wheat, barley and rye, 
for, out of 100 samples so dried during August and September, 
only 5 per cent, gave germinations higher by 3 per cent, or more 
than the “ aS received ” figure. The greatest increase obtained 
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Mras only 14 per cent., as against over 30 per cent, for wheat, 
over 40 per cent, for barley and 20 per cent, for rye ; decreases 
in the germination of oats as the result of drying were of 
negligible occurrence. It is desirable to test further the effect 
of drying oats, for the drying test has the advantage over 
the " after a period ” test in that it does not materially delay 
reporting. It is possible that the unsatisfactory results of the 
drying at 40° C. as compared with the period test may have 
been due to the fact that 40° C. is not in the case of oats the 
most satisfactory temperature for the purpose. A few samples 
were dried for 20 minutes at 80“ C., and showed no >particular 
result ; two were dried ior 5 hours at about 80° C., one (hopped 
somewhat in germination ; whilst samples dried at 60® C. for 
an hour were unaffected. There was not time, however, to 
investigate fully the question of temperature, and consequently 
the drying test was abandoned and unsatisfactory samples 
were only retested after keeping for a period. 

It was found that after about the end of January it was only 
occasionally that substantially better results were obtained 
by retesting after keeping the grain for 3 weeks. Fifty 
samples were retc.sted after keeping for a period between 
August and January ; of these — 

54 per cent, gave a germination higher by 5 per cent, or moi*c than 
the “as rccciv' i” figure; 26 per cent, was the greatest 
increase, 

1 9 per cent, gave a germination lower by 3 per cent, or more than 
the “ as received ** figure ; 11 per cent, was the greatest 
decrease, 

27 per cent, gave results that did not difier by as much as 3 per 
cent, from the “ as received figure. 

It is thus seen that keeping for a period may have nearly 
as great an effect in increasing the germination of oats as it 
has on wheat, barley and rye, but that substantial decreases 
apparently seldom occur in the case of oats. Thus oats differ 
from wheat, barley and rye, in that substantial decreases in 
germination as the result of either dr3dng or keeping for 3 
weeks are of very infrequent occurrence, while greater and more 
uniform increases follow keeping than drying. 

The most striking results obtained for individual oat samples 
are set out in the subjoined tables (Tables IV. and V.) 

It will be noted that the greatest increases occurred in the 
case of obviously insufficiently lipaied samples received early 
in the season, Cc 2 increasing in germination from 56 per cent, 
to as much as 96 per cent, after it had been kept for one montii. 
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Table IV. 

o^rs. 

Cases where Keeping for a Period increased the Germination. 


i 



Percentage Germination. 

Refer- 

Date 

Colour 




After 

ence. 

Received. 

of Oat. 

1 

As 

Received. 

After 
Keeping 
2-3 weeks. 

Additional 

Tests. 

Drying 
for 3 
days at 







40® c. 

Cc 2 

15/8/18 

Black 

56 

82 

After keeping* 

62 j 






I month, 96 

Cc6 

21/8/18 

Black 

89 

97 

— 

94 

Cc 9 

21/8/18 

Black 

83 

96 

— 

97 

Cc 13 

28/8/18 

Black 

89 

95 

— 

94 

Cc 32 

6/9/18 

Black 

81 

100 

— 

90 

Cc33 

6/9/18 

Black 

85 

98 

— 

96 

Cc 36 

6/9/18 

Black 

93 

98 

— 

91 

CC70 

12/9/18 

Black 

85 

97 


96 

Cc 93 

16/9/18 

Black 

85 


After keeping 

96 






6 weeks, loo. 


Cc 133 

19/9/18 

White 

68 

70 

After keeping 

65 






6 months, 

69. 


Cc 285 

8/IO/I8 

Black 

48 

51 


— 

Cc 468 

29/10/18 

Black 

80 

95 

— 

— 

CC483 

30/10/18 

White 

85 

92 

— 

— 

Cc 485 

30/10/18 

White 

87 

94 



Cc 531 

7/11/18 

White 

88 

94 

— 

— 

CC594 

26/11/18 

White 

37 

46 

After keeping 
3 months, 45. 

— 

Cc 709 

20/12/18 

White 

78 

94 

— 

Cc 710 

20/12/18 

\Vhite 

81 

97 

— 

— 

Cc 711 

20/12/18 

White 

87 

97 

— 

— 

Cc 712 

20/12/18 

White 

85 

98 

— 

1 

Cc 713 

20/12/18 

White 

82 

97 

— 


Cc 714 

20/12/18 

White 

83 

97 

— 

— 

Cc 7x5 

20/12/18 

White 

80 

96 

— 

— 

Cc 727 
Cc 728 

24/12/18 

Black 

68 

75 

— 

— 

24/12/18 

Black 

64 

67 

— 

— 

Cc 1177 

3OIIII9 

White 

73 

81 

— 

— 

Averaj 

germinati 

ion of all 

77 

88 

— 

87 

1 the samples. 



increase - 


increase 





ir 


- 


Notes . — Cc 133, Cc 594 and Cc 727 were of a mouldy appearance. 

* This test was made on a second sample drawn from the same bulk as the 
first, the grain originally sent not being sufficient for all the tests. 


Samples received later in the season, many of which were in 
poor condition, also in several cases improved for being kept 
for no longer than three weeks, that is to say, they were con- 
sid^ably improved as the result of air-drying. 


2 D 
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The majority of the substantial advances occurred in black 
oats ; many samples of white oats, however, much benefited 
by keeping. The only case where a decided decrease took 
place was Cc 665, which was of a very mouldy appearance, 
but as with wheat, barley and rye, it would have been im- 
possible to foresee that this sample would have decreased rather 
than increased in germination. 

Table V. 

OATS. 


Cases where Keeping for a Period decreased the Germination. 





Percentage Germination, 

Reference. 

Date 

Received. 

Colour of 
Oat. 

As 

Received, 

After 
Keeping 
2~3 weeks. 

Additional 

Tests. 

Cc 367. . 

12/10/18 . . 

Black . . 

85 

80 

- ■- 

Cc 544, . 

11/11/18 . . 

Black . . 

77 

74 

^After keeping 

6 weeks, 70. 

Cc 620. . 

1/12/18 . , 

White . . 

87 

81 

After keeping 

6 weeks, 81, 

Cc 02^. • 

1/12/18 . . 

Black . . 

68 

65 

— 

Cc O65. . 

10/12/18 . . 

White . . 

79 

68 

, — 

Average germination of all the 
samples. 

79 

74 

decrease 

5 

1 


Notes , — Cc 367 and Cc 665 were of a mouldy appearance. 


tiimmwY.— The evidence brought forward may be considered 
from two points of view, namely, as it affects routine seed 
testing, and as it bears on the problem of " conditioning ” 
grain. From the point of view of “ conditioning ” it would 
seem that there is some risk in sowing wheat, barley, rye and 
oats, even when the grain is manifestly sound, early in the 
autumn and immediately after thrashing. In many cases, 
no doubt, the grain would " sweat ” sufficiently in the soil 
before it commenced to germinate ; but if the weather con- 
ditions were adverse it is more than probable that the grain 
would at best germinate irregularly, or, perhaps, much below 
what it should do, and that an irregular plant would result. 
It would be a wise precaution, therefore, to test before use, 
samples required for sowing immediately after- thrashing 
and if necessary, either to kiln- or air-dry the bulk for a 
sufficient period. 
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Kiln- and subsequent air-diying for a few days may probably 
be relied upon under these circumstances in the case of wheat, 
barley and rye, but it is doubtful if it would prove so successful 
with oats. In the case of black oats in particular, it would in 
all probability frequently be better to air-dry the grain by 
turning over on the Aoor of a barn at regular intervals for two 
or three weeks rather than to sow too soon after thrashing. 

The question of the advisability of “ conditioning ” grain 
which is obviously not perfectly sound is more difficult, for 
it has been shown that either artificially drying or kcepng 
the grain for a period in a cool place may, in certain cases, 
result in a decrease of germination. It is probable that corn 
that has been badly heated in the stack, or of which the larger 
proportion of the grain is sprouted, can under no circum- 
stances be improved by “ conditioning ” and can only further 
deteriorate as time goes on. Grain that has been harvested 
and carried under adverse conditions, and is weathered, but 
not seriously heated or very much sprouted, can, however, 
sometimes be greatly improved by drying, and if it is intended 
to use such grain for seed, the chances are in favour of an 
increased germination resulting from careful air-drying on 
the floor of the most airy place available. The evidence, 
therefore, suggests that grain of this character should not be 
stored in bags or large heaps, but rather in small heaps that can 
be easily turned. There is little doubt also that in wet districts 
and especially after bad seasons it would be a great gain if 
farmers had facilities for kiln-drying their wheat, barley and 
rye immediately after thrashing and before storing the grain. 

From the point of view of testing cereals and estimating the 
probable value of a sample to the farmer, the results obtained 
have a decided significance. It is evident, for instance, that 
the figures obtained after keeping such samples as Ca i, Cb i, 
and Cd i and Cc 2, for three weeks, or after drying them, 
much more accurately represent the commercial value of the 
samples than the “ as received ” figures. It would, therefore, 
be dangerous to report “ as received ” figures on obviously 
sound samples early in the season. It does not, of course, 
follow that samples stored in bags or in large heaps would 
necessarily approximate to the dried or “ after a period ” 
figures in the comparatively short time that must elapse 
for conducting these tests, and consequently both the “ as 
received ” and " after drying ” results should be reported to 
the farmer, so that he may, if necessary take steps to air- or 
kiln-dry the bulk of his corn. 


2 D 2 
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In a general way, too, the " after drying ” and “ after 
keej^g ” tests are informing all throngh the season, for, if 
a sample shows a substantially lower " after dryii^; ” than 
“ as received ” result, this may usually be taken as an indica- 
tion that the sample in question is a deteriorating one, or at all 
events that it is not likely to benefit very materially by " con- 
ditioning.” In the case of samples in obviously poor condition, 
and such as are received later in the season, it is probable 
that the " as received ” germination most nearly re^esents 
■&e commercial value of the grain. For instance, Ca 2978 
and Ca 3015 would probably not have improved very greatly 
and would more likely have further deteriorated if allowed 
to stand in bulk, but would only improve if carefully kiln- 
dried or carefully spread out and turned on a bam floor, A 
farmer receiving an " as received ” and " after (hying " 
report on either of these samples would be foolish indeed to 
use the grain for seed without first " conditioning ” the bulk. 
From what has been said, it is certain that very misleading 
results would often be obtained on cereals if reliance were only 
{daced on the “ as received ” tests. It is necessary, therefore, 
to supplement the ” as received ” test with at least an ” after 
drying ” test for wheat, barley and rye and an ” after a period ” 
test for oats in the case of such samples as give unsatisfactory 
first results. 

It is hardly necessary to emphasise the fact that germination 
only has been considered in this paper ; the effect of (hying 
(W heating on the growth of the plant is an entirely separate 
problem. It should, perhaps, be pointed out also that the 
word “ drying ” has throughout been used in a relative sense. 
The moisture content of the majority of the samples tested 
has, of course, been high, often from 16 to at least 20 per cent.* 
The object in view has been to test the influence of reasonable 
"conditioning” on germination, and no endeavoiu- has been 
made to test the effect of desiccation, which'jis a totally 
different problem. 

In conclusion it may be remarked that the work described 
makes no claim to be exhaustive — ^it was conducted during the 
height of a busy season, and, consequently, it was impossible to 
estimate the water content of the individual samples, or to 
attempt an3thing in the nature of a microscopical or cheTnica l 

* Saxby fitates that the average moisture content of English wheat is 
17 per cent, with a range of 15 per cent, to 19 per cent. ; while many foreign 
wWats have a moisture content of 9 to 13 pex|cent. See The;Stomgeiof 
English Wieat/* by F. W. Saxby. The Journal of the Bath and West and 
SouUiem Counties Society, Fifth Series— Vol. XII., {9x7.18. 
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study of the grain. It is evident, however, that the phenomena 
described are worthy of detailed research ; and it is to be 
regretted that the matter cannot at present be followed up at 
the Seed Testing Station, for the reason that a complete in- 
vestigation of the problems involved could only be conducted 
contemporaneously with the receipt of the samples. From 
the nature of the case, therefore, it is not a problem that can 
be worked at during the “ slack season,” and, unfortunately, 
it is a problem that can only be elucidated by the handling 
of numerous samples. 


DRAINAGE OPERATIONS IN NORFOLK. 

A NUMBER of drainage operations have been initiated and 
carried out by the Norfolk War Agricultural Executive Com- 
mittee with the aid of German prisoner labour. The opera- 
tions may be dealt with individually as follows ; — 

I. River Waveney. — ^The operations on the River Waveney 
constitute the biggest individual scheme carried out by the 
Committee. The Waveney Valley has long been subject to 
frequent aijd serious flooding, and the attention of the Norfolk 
and East Suffolk Committees was soon called to the preventable 
damage caused to the low-lying meadows, which should be 
of considerable value. 

In the year 1866 an Act was passed setting up a Commission 
to deal with the river from Bcccles to Hoxne, with power to 
control mills and other obstructions. Very little work was 
ever done by this Commission, however, and, after raising 
by rate the heavy cost of obtaining the private Act of Parlia- 
ment, their powers gradually fell into disuse. Their rating 
powers extended over an area of about 5,000 acres. 

in the summer of 1917 the East Suffolk and Norfolk Com- 
mittees took over (under D.O.R.A.) the powers of the Commis- 
sion, and the Norfolk Committee undertook to organise and 
carry out the necessary work. 

A camp of 75 prisoners (increased later to no) was formed on 
Bungay Common, Mr. Hobrough was engaged as engineer 
(under the supervision of the Committee’s Executive Officer, 
Mr. Giles) and undertook to find foremen and tools. 

Work began at Bungay in September, 1917, and the river 
from that point upwards (including main relief cuts) was 
cleared of shoals and weeds, corners were eased off, trees in 
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the channel were removed, banks were made up, mill dams 
were cleared, and the chaimel was restored as far as manual 
labour could effect it. Up to the end of the camping season of 
1917, four miles of main river and half a mile of relief cuts 
had been cleared. 

In the winter prisoners were accommodated at Shipmeadow 
Workhouse, and the necessary walk to EUingham station 
reduced working hours. In July, 1918, Bungay camp was 
reopened, and work progressed up to and above Homersfield 
as far as Mendham, where from 2 to 3 ft. of deposited mud 
had to be practically dug out in order to reach the original 
river bed. At this point work from Bungay became impossible, 
and the camp was closed in November, 1918. No suitable 
winter accommodation could be found, and work had, therefore, 
to be stopped on that length pending a 1919 summer camp. 

Forty of the prisoners were, however, moved to maltings at 
Billingford, the number being subsequently increased to 
150, and, with the co-operation of landowners, work was started 
from Hoxne upwards (above the limits of the Waveney Com- 
mission) and has now been carried about 3 miles forther, 
to a point above Scole Bridge, hi addition, half a mile of the 
old river has been cleaned out. 

In the meantime the Executive Committee has applied to 
the Board of Agriculture to form a Drainage Board with power 
to deal with the whole river, the cost of the work to be sub- 
sequently recovered by rates to be raised by the new Drainage 
Board. 

The Committee applied for a camp to be formed at 
Needham to complete the work in the gap between Mendham 
and Hoxne, but the War Office have decided not to open any 
new camps, and it has not been found possible to arrange 
transport from existing camps. This len^h needs attention, 
but it is, on the whole, not so badly congested as were other 
portions of the river on which the work described has been 
done. 

Naturally a winter like that of 1918-19 resulted in floods, 
but local information is agreed that the water has never pre- 
viously run off so quickly, and that the work has had most 
valuable results. 

It should be noted that Messrs. W. D. & A. E. Walker, Ltd., 
ownars of the navigation below Bungay, have carried out 
extensive dredging operations, and that the Conunittee pro- 
vided 12 prisoners to assist in the manual labour. The 
C<Kninittee also provided labour for the riparian owners to 
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clear out Wortwell main drain (i J miles) which discharges into 
the river above Homersfield. 

Summary to Lady Day, 1919 — 

Miles of river and main channel cleansed, 14. 

Number of hours worked, approximately, 211,421. 

Cost of supervision and tools, 8s. id. 

For photographs showing the condition of this river before 
and after the work. See Figs. 1-8. 

2. Rivar Taa wid Uppar Yara.— The Committee’s powers of 
enforcing cleaning of rivers only applying to occupiers of 
frontage lands, the Committee called a meeting of landowners 
in July, 1917, and a Committee was 'appointed under the 
chairmanship of Sir Eustace Gurney to finance the work and 
pay for tools, plant and supervision ; but, as in the case of the 
Waveney, prisoner labour was obtained free of charge. 

A camp of 80 prisoners was formed at Markshall early in 
September, 1918, and work commenced at Trowse. After the 
worst of the shoals and weeds up to Lakenham had been 
removed work was carried from that point up to the Tas, and, 
by the end of the camping season at the beginning of November 
was completed, with very marked results, to Markshall Bridge. 

No suitable accommodation could be found for the full 
number of prisoners, but 25 were accommodated for the 
winter at Lakenham Mill, from which place the work was first 
continued on the Tasnp to Stoke Mill Dam, and as this was the 
limit of the permitted walking distance from Lakenham camp, 
work was then started on the Yare above Lakenham Mill. At 
the time this report was written the prisoners were busily 
engaged in removing the large accumulation of mud from the 
miU dam and the reach above it. 

The cost of cleaning out the river between Trowse Mill 
and Lakenham Bridge, including the mill dam, and of tools and 
supervision, averaged about £10 per mile frontage. The total 
amount expended on both rivers up to 3rd May, 1919, was 
£240 19s. 5i. 

3. Rivw That— The Conunittee in 1917 obtained a report from 
Mr. Hobrough as to the existing state of the river, which 
showed the need for comprehensive dealing with mud, weeds, 
fallen trees and other obstructions. They were fortunate in 
securing the voluntary services of Mr. Walter Kerridge, of East 
Harling, who undertook to organise the riparian owners and 
carry, through a scheme at the expense of the owners, “rhe 
Committee were, however, able to obtain prisoner labour free, so 
hat the cost, sdthough heavy, has been materially reduced. 
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Mr. Kerridge, after getting the consent of the various 
ovvners,*employed a competent foreman and started work in 
Sept’ember, 1917, with 20 German prisoners from the Kenning- 
hall camp. The work has progressed more or less steadily 
from that time, and still continues. 

The total length of the river from Melford Bridge, Thetford, 
to the Red Bridge, Shropham, is about 16 miles, and between 
2,000 and 3,000 acres of low-lying land have been immensely 
improved by the work ; and owing to the clearing of the river 
some landowners and occupiers have taken the opportunity 
of clearing out side drains and dykes at their own expense. 

Up to April, 1919, the total cost, including supervision in 
clearing the main river, has been approximately ^^430. The 
number of men employed for a period of 18 months has 
varied from 20 to 9 (average, say, 14). 

Some stretches of the river were in an exceedingly bad state ; 
some of the mud shoals removed were 200 yd. long and 5 yd. 
wide (one in particular taking 14 men a fortnight to dig out). 
[I^Owing to the very wet weather experienced during the autumn 
and winter of 1918-19, a great deal of time has been lost (only 
31 days were worked during December, January and February.) 

4. Rhrar werisum.— In this case also the Executive Committee 
enlisted the services of a committee of landowners, and after 
long negotiation with the authorities were able to obtain a 
depot for 110 German prisoners, housed at Whitwell in August, 
1918. Sir Eustace Gurney was Chairman of this Committee 
also, and the Committee were fortunate in obtaining the 
services of a qualified engineer, Mr. Vernon Price, to act as 
Hon. Secretary and Superintendent. 

The prisoners were railed to Hellesdon, where work was 
started above the mill. The mill dam was run dry and the 
accumulated mud removed to the bottom of the original 
river bed, after which work was carried up the river, all 
shoals and weed beds being removed. At the same time, the 
River Tud in its lower reaches, from the point where the Wensum 
Soak drain joined the smaller river, was cleaned out, the upper 
part of the Tud having been already desdt with by Orders 
served by the Conunittee on the occupiers. 

hi order that work might be commenced at more points than 
one, another depot was formed at Elmham, but unfortunately a 
great delay occurred in the formation of the camp, which was 
only opened on 26th March, 1919. Work has started at 
Elsing. U this camp could have been opened earlier there is 
no doubt that all the worst stretches of the river from Norwich 





Fig. 2. — River Wavency, Homersficld. After the cIcansirjR Fig 4. — River \Va\eney, Homcrsfield. After the cleansing. 





Fig. 9 — Snettisham. Before the cleansing. Fig. id — Sncttisham. After the cleansing. 
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to Fakenham could have been dealt with, and a foundation 
laid for easy maintenance by the Drainage Board, for 
the formation of which the Committee have already applied 
to the Board of Agriculture. 

5 - •oarrew Bask, Aldbarau^h.— -The German prisoners began 
work on the above stream on 26th May, 1918, and finished on 
26th March, 1919 ; here also their work was obtained free of 
charge. 

The total distance cleared amounts to approximately 
1,100 chains, or 13I miles. The cost of this work was 
£103 i 2 s. id . — about IS. lod. per chain. This sum represents 
the amount which the adjacent owners will have to pay for 
wages to the ganger, the cost of boots, and the price paid for 
tools, etc. 

The work has been well done, and an area of some 3,500 
acres has ^eatly benefited ; the good effect of the work is 
already being felt, and as time goes on will become more 
apparent. All trees, bushes and other obstacles have been 
removed from the banks of the stream and the mud thoroughly 
cleaned out. 

In the Aldborough Mill Dam (which has also been cleaned 
out) the mud was about 4 ft. 6 in. deep in most places. All 
of it was removed at a total cost of £48, the whole of which 
was borne by the owner of Alborough Mill. 

6. Hundred Stream. — ^This work, which was carried out by 
a private landowner at his own expense, with a migratory 
gang of prisoners, has now been practically completed from 
the Dilham Canal to the new bridge between Honing and East 
Ruston. It has also been completed about two-thirds of the 
way to the corner of Crostwight by Potter’s Grove, and the 
stream has been opened out and the mud removed up to and for 
about 200 yd. beyond Potter’s Grove Corner. Even after the 
heavy rains and the consequent high water, the level has been 
lowered by quite i ft., and it is anticipated that in summer and 
after dry periods it will be down about 2 ft., thus making Ruston 
Fen and the Fen land on Honing Severals practically dry. 
The full benefit of this work, however, will not be obtained 
unless the Dilham Canal is freed from the shoals which 
obstruct it. 

7. BurniiMn Bralnaffc, — In the course of the voluntary 
survey undertaken by the Norfolk valuers in 1917, Mr. J. M- 
Wood drew special attention to a neglected area of marshes 
at BurnhanL draining by way of numerous ditches through 
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the Burnham River into the sea, and he subsequently offered, 
if labour^ could be found, to organise a voluntary scheme with 
owners and occupiers to carry out the necessary improvement. 

Application was accordingly made by the Committee, and a 
camp of 75 German prisoners was formed at Burnham in the 
month of October, 1917. Work was commenced under , Mr. 
Wood’s supervision, he undertaking all the organisation and 
clerical work in obtaining contracts by landowners, etc., to 
pay for the work, and at his own expense obtained the necessary 
tools and plant to enable the work to be started. The camp 
was moved for the winter to buildings at Burnham. The work 
at Burnham was’finished in October, 1918. 

Five and a quarter miles of the main river, including 3 
miU dams, were completely bottomfyed, banks made up emd 
about 14 miles of subsidiary drains were bottomfyed and 
brinked, n'sulting in a most valuable improvement to the 
whole area. 

To get full l)cnc!fit from Mr. Wood’s valuable work, it is 
(jssential that the sluices at the outfall be put in proper working 
order, and in order not to allow the area to revert to its former 
condition the Committee have apphed to the Board of Agricul- 
ture to set up a Drainage Board for the area. 

The daily average of men employed for a period of 12 months 
W'as 48, and the total cost of the work has been 14s. ^d., 

which, however, has been reduced by the remission of the charge 
for a certain portion of the prisoner labour employed in cleaning 
the main river. 

8. Smttlsham DralnaR*. — In tliis case, also, Mr. Wood under- 
took a scheme on the same lines as that of Burnham, and the 
work was canied on continually from a camp at Snettisham, 
beginning in December, 1^17. 

Upwards of 54 miles of ditches and drains have been cleansed, 
and it is hoped that here also landowners and tenants will see 
that the improvement is maintained. 

Mr. Wood has produced very striking photographs taken 
from the same point, one before and one after the execution 
of the work, showing the degree to which flooding has been 
eliminated and the water level lowered (see Figs. 9 and 10). 

The daily average number of men employed on this work 
has been 43, and the total cost to date is 5^3,359 4s. 

9. Uttto Ome or Brandon Rhnr. — During the latter part of the 
year 1917, Mr. Varipati bought this Estate, and his attention 
was at once turned to the improvement of the Little Ouse 
River, dykes and other waterwajrs. 

% 
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German prisoners were at once employed on the work, which 
at the time had to be paid for. After Mr. Varipati had spent 
several hundred pounds a joint request was made by the 
riparian owners for free labour. Tliis was granted in 
November, 1918. His Grace the Duke of Grafton, Mr. J. 
Musker and Mr. Varipati subscribed liberally towards the 
cost of tools and supervision ; Thetford Town Council and 
the River Carnival Committee have also rendered valuable 
assistance. 

When the work was taken over, the Little Ouse River and 
its tributaries were almost completely grown up with reed 
beds. Long stretches have been entirely dug out from the 
Nuns’ Bridge for some distance on the Duke of Grafton’s estate, 
as well as at Rushford. 

On the other side of Thetford, from Two Mile Bottom upwards, 
a large amount of weed cutting is still being done. The result 
has been a great inprovement to several hundreds of acres of 
land, especially on the low-lying meadows. 


VALUE OF BLAST FURNACE DUST AS 
A POTASH MANURE: REPORT ON 
FIELD TRIALS. 

Report prepared by the Agricultural Education Association. 

The most abundant source of potash available for agriculture 
in the country during the past two years has undoubtedly 
been Blast Furnace Dust. 

The fact that this material was being placed on the markets 
in fairly large quantities in the autumn of 1917 was brought 
to the notice of the Chemistry Committee of the Agricultural 
Education Association, and they decided that it was extremely 
desirable that field trials should be carried out in 1918 with a 
view to determining the agricultural value of the potash in this 
material as compared with the pre-war German sulphate of 
potash, and also the possibility of harmful effects being pro- 
duced by the nse of the dust. 

“rhe Association having approved the proposals for experi- 
ment, the Food Production Department of the Board of 
Agriculture and Fisheries were approached in the matter, and 



388 Blast Furnace Dust as Potash Manure, [july, 


they offered to defray the necessary expenses of carriage and 
distribution of the manures to the centres. 

ITie Blast Furnace Dust was given by Mr. E. P. Davis of the 
Bennerley Furnaces, Dkeston, to whom the Association are 
much indebted, whilst the German sulphate of potash was 
purchased by the Food Production Department from a pre- 
war stock in this country. 

It is not proposed to describe the origin and production of 
Blast Furnace Dust in this Report, as an account has already 
been published in this Journal for August, 1917, p. 526. 

Crop*. — It was decided to confine the trials to twp crops, 
viz., potatoes and mangolds, it being considered that these 
were the most suitable for the experiment in view. 

Centres. — Districts were selected where land was known which 
would generally give a definite response to potash manuring. 
Sixteen centres were ultimately arranged, as follows : — 

County, Centre. 

Cambridgeshire . . University Farm, Gravel Hill, Cambridge. 

Devonshire . . . . (a) Woodwaler, Heavitree. 

^ {h) Bridford Barton. 

Kdinburgh . . , . J^berton Mains, nr. Edinburgh. 

Essex . . . . Chelmsford. 

Ifertford shire .. Rolhamsted 1 Experimental Station. 

Kent . . . . S.E. Agricultural College Farm, Wye. 

Monmouthshire . . Mon. Agricultural Institution i^arm, Usk. 

Nottinghamshire . , Midland Agric. College Farm, Sutton 
Bonington. 

Shropshire .. .. Harper Adams Agricultural College Farm, 

Newport. 

Suffolk . . . . (a) Oakley Park Farm, Kye. 

(6) Nocton. 

Warwickshire . . The Farm Institute Farm, Marton. 

Worcestershire . . (a) Lincombe Farm, Stourport. 

(b) Parkmore Farm, Hartlebury. 

Yorkshire . . . . Menagerie Farm, Escrick. 

Plotfc The following instructions issued by the Committee 
were, as far as possible, strictly adhered to by the various 
experimenters : — 

All plots to be in duplicate, to be exactly one-twentieth of 
an acre and to include — 

1. Control (no added Potash). 

2. Low Grade Dust. 

3. Medium Grade Dust. 

4. High Grade Dust. 

5. Water Extracted Dust. 

6. German Sulphate of Potash. 

7. Medium Grade Dust (intermediate application). 

8. „ „ „ (late application). 
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tiiim of Amiilootion.— For Plots 2 to 6 as early as possible ; 
for Plot 7 intermediate between earliest application and time 
of sowing ; Plot 8 at time of sowing. All plots to receive a 
basal manuring of nitrogen and phosphates, and of dung where 
it is considered that a fair crop cannot be obtained without, 
but in any case not more than 10 tons of dung per acre 
to be applied. 

At a few centres late delivery of the manures necessitated 
Plots 7 and 8 being dressed at the same time as the other 
plots. 

Each experimenter was asked to observe carefully the crops 
during growth, and to record any variations which might be 
due to toxic effect on the part of the Blast Furnace Dust. 


Analysis of Manures and Quantities applied. 


Manure. 

Percentage of 
Potash 
(K.O). 

Quantity per 

1 /20 acre 
Plot. 

Approximate 
Quantity 
per Acre. 



Lb. 

Cwt. 

Low Grade Dust 

2*21 

124 

22 

Medium Grade Dust . , 

5-85 

47 

H 

High Grade Dust 

8*90 

30 1 

5 i 

Extracted Dust 

7*37 

37i 


Sulphate of Potash 

50-24 

5 i 

I 


The quantities applied were calculated on the basis of i cwt. 
of sulphate of potash (49 per cent. KgO) per agre. The per- 
centage of potash in the manures was determined by the 
Fertilisers and Feeding Stuffs (Method of Analysis) Provisional 
Regulations, 1918. The various dusts were tested for ferro- 
cyanides and thiocyanates, but these substances were not 
present in any of the samples. 

Interim Reports. — During the summer the experimenters 
were asked to send in reports on the growth of the crops, and 
the points elicited were as follows : — 


Cambridge 

Devonshire 

Edinburgh 

Essex 

Hertfordshire 


No Remarks. 

99 

No marked difference between the plots. 
No remarks. 

Plots 2, 3, and 6 rather behind control. 
Plots 4 and 5 equal to control. 

Plot 7 best of the whole set. 

Plot 8 not so good as Plot 7. 

No differences noticeable. 


Kent 
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Monmouth . . No remarks, 

Nottinghamshire . . „ 

Salop 

Suffolk . . . . No difEerences noticeable. 

Warwick .... 

Worcester . . „ ,, 

Yorkshire . . . - „ 

At no centre was any toxic effect noticed, and in the majority 
of cases it was impossible to distinguish one plot from another, 
either on the potatoes or the mangolds. 

final Raporta, — ^Table I. gives the yield per acre for 

each plot, and the average of the duplicates. 

Table II. gives the relative yields on the manured plots as 
compared with the control plot. 

Mangolds, — ^Table III. gives the yield per acre for each plot 
and the average of the duplicates. 

Table IV. gives the relative yields on the manured plots 
as compared with the control plot. 

In these tables only those centres arc included where a 
response to potash manuring was recorded. The results at 
the remaining centres will be found in the Appendix. 

Since the value of potash as a fertiliser for many crops, 
including potatoes and mangolds, has been so well established 
in the past, it is rather surprising that so many centres failed 
to show a response, Tt appears likely that the following points 
contributed towards these failures 

1. Unsuitable land — 

[а) Sufficiency of potash already present. 

(б) Too heavy dressing of dung applied. 

(c) Land not of a uniform character. 

2. Prolonged drought during summer. 

3. Late application of the potash manures in some cases, 

owing to delay in transit. 

RonoliitioiiR.- Potatoes, — On referring to Table II. it will be 
seen that the Extracted and High Grade Dusts have un- 
doubtedly given the best results, followed by the Medium 
Grade Dust and the Sulphate of Potadx. The Low Grade Dust 
has produced the worst result. The Plots (7 and 8), on which 



Table L . 

Potatoes. 

Yield in Tons per Acre. 
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Table II. 
Potatoes. 
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Table III. 
Mangolds. 

Yield in Tons per Acre. 


No. of 
Plot. 

Potash Manure 
Applied. 

Warwick. 

Shropshire. 

Worcester 

(Hartlebury). 

Cambridge. 

X 

Control 

A. 26-3 

28-7 

A. 27*2 1 

26*45 

A. lo-i 


23*85 



B. 31*1 1 

B. 25 * 7 ! 

B. 14*4 

^12-25 

2 

Low Grade Dust 

A. 32*0 

B. 31*0 1 

31*5 

A. 27*2 1 

B. 24*2 

257 

A. 16-6 1 

B. 18-1 

17*35 

19*9 

3 

Medium Grade Dust 

A. 31*6 j 

B, 32*3 

31*95 

A. 26*2 

B. 27*5 

26-85 

A. 13-4 

B. 15*1 

14-25 

23-1 

4 

High Grade Dust 

A. 31*7 

B. 32 *3 

31*95 

A. 27*2 

B, 27*5 

27*35 

A. 17*4 

B. 17*2 

17*3 

22-8 

5 

Extracted Dost 

A. 33*2 

B. 3**3 

32*75 

A. 28*7 

B. 28-2 

28-45 

A. 11*5 i la-AS 

B. 13-4 S ♦S 

30-0 

6 

Sulphate of Potash . . 

A. 34*3 

B. 30-3 

32*3 

A. 27*5 

B. 27*0 

27*25 

A. 14*5 1 .fir 

B. 14*8 i 

35*0 

7 

Medium Grade Dust 

A. 31*3 1 

} 31*25 

A. 297 

1 30-1 

A. 12-0 \ 

32 -at 


(Intenn. appln.). 
Medium Grade Dust 
(Late apiiln.) 

B. 31 * 2 ! 

B. 30*5 

B. 16-7 ) ^ 

8 

A. 3X*6 I 

B. 31-5 1 

1 31*55 

A. 27*5 

B. 247 

1 26-1 

A. 17*4 \ ,r.Qr* 

B. 14*5 i 

28 - 9 t 

Quantity of dung applied , , 

- 


1 10 tons per acre 

10 tons per acre 

. - 


• Applied five days later than on other plots. 

t Applied at same time as the manures on Plots 3 to 6. These plots arc thereforo identical with 
Plot 3. 


Table IV. 
Mangolds. 


Relative Yields as Compared with Control Plots 







Average of 



No. 

of 

Potash Manure 
Applied. 

Warwick. 

Shropshire 

Worcester 

(Hartle- 

Senes 

with 

Cambridge, 

Average 
of all 

Plot. 


bury). 

Duplicate 

Plots. 

Series. 

z 

Control 

100 

100 

100 

lOQ 

100 

100 

2 

Low Grade Dust 

109-8 

97*2 

141-6 

116 

83*4 

108 

3 

Medium Grade Dust 

111*3 

101*3 

116*3 

109-6 

96-9 

106*6 

4 

High Grade Dust . . 

111*3 

103*4 

141-2 

118-6 

95*6 

118 

5 

Extracted Dust 

114*1 

107-6 

101-6 

107-6 

125-8 

118 

6 

Sulphate of Potash 
Medium Grade Dust 

112-5 

103 

119-6 

m -6 

1467 

180-6 

7 






( 118-6 

U18 

8 

(Intenn. appln.) 
Medium Grade Dust 

108-9 

113*8 

117-1 

113-6 \ 

Included in 
Plot 3. 


(Late appin.) 

109*9 

98*7 

130*2 

118 ) 


later applications of the Medium Grade Dust were made, have 
given average figures slightly lower than Plot 3, where the 
dust was applied earlier. 

Even if one elinainates all results showing an increase under 
10 per cent., the order of merit is not materially affected. This 
is shown in the following table : — 


2 E 
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Table V. 

No, of Centres showing an 
Manure, Increase of more than xo per 

cent, over Control Plot, 


Low Grade Dust . . • • . . . . 2 

Medium Grade Dust . . . • . . . . 3 

High Grade Dust . . . . . . . . 4 

Extracted Dust 5 

Sulphate of Potash . . . . . . . . 4 


It is remarkable that the extracted dust, i.e., dust very rich 
in potash, from which the bulk of the water-soluble potash 
salts has been removed by boiling water, should have given 
such good results. No adequate reason is at present forth- 
coming which would explain the apparent superiority of this 
t3q)e of dust, and further research is undoubtedly necessary 
before definite conclusions can be arrived at. 

The results given by Plots 7 and 8 seem to indicate that it 
is necessary to apply the dust well in advance- of the crop. 
This is probably due to the fact that a considerable proportion 
of the potash estimated by the official method is not im- 
mediately available. 

Mangolds. — The results obtained on the mangold plots do 
not follow those shown by the potatoes. 

It is unfortunate that three centres should have given no 
response to potash, since only three duplicate plots apd one with 
single plots can he included in the averages (see Table IV.). As 
a consequence a high figure at one centre — e.g.. Plots 2 and 4 
at Worcester, and Plot 6 at Cambridge — exercises an undue 
influence on the average figure for that particular plot, and 
renders it unreliable. 

To obtain a better aspect of these results it appears desirable 
to take the number of centres showing increased yields of 
over 10 per cent. 

Table VI. 

No, of Centres showing an 
Manure, Increase of more than lo per 

cent, over Control Plot, 


Low Grade Dust i 

Medium Grade Dust . . . . . , . . 2 

High Grade Dust . . . . . . . . 2 

Extracted Dust . . . . . . . . 2 

Sulphate of Potash . . . . . . . . 3 

Medium Grade Dust (intermediate appln.) 2 

Medium Grade (late appln.) . . . . i 


The Low Grade Dust and late application of the Medium 
Grade Dust have evidently given the worst results. There is 
little to choose between the renudnder. 




Appendix. 

Centres showing Negative Results. 
Yield in Tons per Acre. 
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•wnHMuir.— From the results of these trials it is apparent 
that Blast Furnace Dust, under suitable circumstances, gives 
notable increases in 3nelds of potatoes and mangolds. 

Further experiments are desirable to ascertain the precise 
nature of the active constituents. 


RASPBERRY GROWING ON SMALL 
HOLDINGS. 

J. M. Hodge. 

1, ISSINDY SMALL HOLDINGS. 

Some 15 or 16 years ago, when the question of establishing 
small holdings throughout Scotland was being widely dis- 
cussed, two or three business men determined to make a 
practical experiment with fruit-groAving. The aim was to 
prove, if possible, that by following prudent business methods — 
not indulging in philanthropic schemes — ^fruit farming could 
be made moderately profitable to the small grower who either 
had no capital or very little, but was able and willing to put 
into his holding the labour necessary for success. • Raspberries 
were selected as a promising crop and the district chosen 
was near Blairgowrie, a small town in eastern Perthshire 
and the terminus of a short branch line of the main Caledonian 
Railway between Aberdeen and Perth. 

To carry through the experiment a small private company, 
the Blair Estates Company, was formed, with a share capital of 
12,000 divided into 1,200 shares of £10 each, £$ of which was 
to be paid up. The shares were taken up by the Directors 
and a few friends interested in the movement. Towards the 
end of 1902 the Company purchased for £7,000 the estate of 
Drumellie and Essendy, extending to 450 acres, some 3 or 
4 miles from Blairgowrie. At -first local opinion was inclined 
to be somewhat critical of the undertaking, as the estate was 
outside the raspberry-growing district and the soil was cold. 
Fortunately, -Ae results since obtained show that this view 
was wrcmg. 
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Two hundred and one acres of the poorest and most 
unsuitable soil from a fruit-growing point of view were 
soon disposed of to a neighboiuring landowner for £4,475. 
Most of the remaining land was divided into small holdings 
and sold at £50 per acre. As the land was primarily 
intended for working men, it was arranged that a nominal 
cash payment should be made by the purchasers at the 
date of entry and the balance paid by 10 yearly instal- 
ments, interest at 4 per cent, being charged on the impaid 
capital. This worked out roughly at about £6 per acre 
per year for 10 years. At the end of that time the 
land would belong absolutely to the purchaser, not bad terms 
in a district where fruit land was rented as high as £10 per 
acre. Before the year was out 156 acres in all had been sold 
for £7,768, in holdings ranging from 5 to 25 acres, to all sorts 
and conditions of people — an engineer, a joiner, a baker, a 
clothier, a plumber, a lawyer and a clergyman. 

At the date of entry, Martinmas, 1903, therefore, the Com- 
pany had sold 201 acres for £4,475, 156 acres to small holders 
for £7,768, and had in hand 93 acres, a highly satisfactory 
beginning in view of the fact that the estate had been purchased 
for £7,000. 

Conditionc af Suodm*, - Three conditions were necessary if 
the colony was to be a success : — 

1. Access to Capital . — Even though the purchase price was 
paid by instedments, it was found that access to capital was 
a necessity in the case of most of the smsill holders. A number 
of them were handicapped for want of capital from the begin- 
ning and had to be helped. The disastrous years 1909-10, 
when raspberries averaged a lower price than they had ever done 
before, would have meant ruin for some of the colonists if the 
Company had not come to their assistance by postponing the 
payment of instalments and advancing money to work the 
holdings. In thus playing the part of a land and credit bank 
the Company saved the situation without running any serious 
risk of loss themselves, for it was reasonably certain that the 
small holders would succeed if they got sufficient money to 
tide them over the bad years. They did succeed, and paid 
every penny of principal and interest. 

2. Expert Advice in Connection with the Laying Down and 
Working of the Holdings . — In the light of subsequent experience 
much of the advice given to the growers at the outset could 
hardly be called expert, but the Directors did the best they 
could. They kept horses and men and did a good deal of the 
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horse-work in connection with the preparing and planting of 
the ground at' the same figures at which it would have been 
done in Blairgowrie. They also planted for the owners a 
number of the holdings and worked them for some years, 
thus enabling those growers new to the work and with small 
capital to continue their work elsewhere until their holdings 
were in full bearing. 

3. Co-operation among the SmaU Holders . — In the early 
days of the industry in the Blairgowrie district there was 
no housing question, as the fruit was picked by the villagers. 
Later on, when the industry developed, the pickers came from 
farther afield and some attempt had to be made to provide 
them with accommodation. At first this was left to individual 
enterprise, and the fields became dotted with more or less 
respectable sheds for the housing of the pickers. This was 
the state of affairs when the housing problem at Essendy 
had to be faced in 1905. A somewhat ambitious housing 
scheme on co-operative lines was then carried into effect. The 
housing plan decided upon at the outset was adhered to 
until the holdings were in full bearing and buildings adequate 
to the needs of the industry had been erected. The progress of 
the building operations and the cost may be gathered from the 
following figures, showing the expenditure incurred year by 


year 

• 


£ 

1905 

733 

1906 

.. 1,927 

^ 1907 

731 

1908 

50 

Total . . 

•• i^ 3 . 44 ^ 


When completed, the buildings, which were erected on a moor 
on the west side of the holdings, consisted of three spacious 
dining rooms, capable of seating 1,000 pickers. One of the 
rooms was turned in the evening into a writing room, and 
another, provided with a piano, into a recreation room, while 
there were also two kitchens, fitted up with all the usual and 
necessary cooking utensils, and 48 dormitories, capable of 
holding 20 pickers each, and fitted with iron beds and such 
bedding as would be found in a working man’s house. Ad- 
joining wCTe drying sheds and lavatories, and to render it 
unnecessary for the pickers to make pilgrimages to Blairgowrie 
a grocer’s ^op, a stationer’s shop, and a post office were 
erected. Concerts were held on week nights and rel^ous 





Fig. 2. — Pickers' Houses at Shinaloot, Auchtcrardcr. 



Fig. 3. — Beginning of the Industry at Essendy. 



Fig. 4. — Picking Raspberries. 
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services on Sunday. A matron and 30 servants under the 
control of a superintendent were engaged to cook and serve the 
food, and attend to the comfort of the workers. The services 
of a doctor were retained for the benefit of the pickers. 

It may also be mentioned that each grower had an interest 
in the buildings in proportion to the acreage of ground he 
owned. The pickers were secured not for the individual but 
for the associated growers, and allocated among them according 
to their needs. The produce of the colony was sold by a 
salesman appointed by the colony for the purpose. Altogether 
the scheme was a decidedly novel one and, so far as the writer 
is aware, it has no counterpart in the United Kingdom or 
elsewhere. 

Result* of the Experiment — ^The 10 years allotted to the 
experiment ended so far as most of the holdings were con- 
cerned in 1913. That is, therefore, the most convenient date 
from which to look back and measure its success or failure. 

The small holdings at Essendy, including 40 acres held by the 
Blair Estates Company, never exceeded on an average 207 
acres. This land was rented at the time the Estate was 
purchased at less than £1 per acre. The gross return obtained 
from the cultivation of raspberries for the . 10 years of the 
experiment (there was no return in 1904) has been, as the 
following figures will show, ;^89,i59 7s. 2d . ; — 


Tonnage, Price per Ton, Grosb Return , 


Year . 

Acreage . 

T , cwt . 

qr 

Ih . 

£ 

5. 

d . 



d . 

1905 .. 

1891 

89 6 

I 

16 

21 

0 

0 

1.875 

14 

3 

1906 .. 

X89 

380 14 

0 

16 

23 

9 

2 

8.930 

15 

I 

1907 .. 

187J 

449 4 

3 

23 

20 

II 

8 

9.247 

0 

0 

1908 . . 

218 

527 b 

I 

14 

16 

ib 

8 

8,876 

10 

8 

1909. .. 

21 7i 

736 2 

1 

24 

11 

16 

3 

8,695 

9 

I 

1910 . . 

2 I 7 i 

688 17 

3 

24 

15 

16 

3 

10,893 

4 

I 

19H .. 

21 7i 

571 15 

2 

I 

28 

Ib 

8 

16,480 

3 

10 

1912 .. 

217J 

436 b 

1 

24 

29 

0 

0 

i 2,653 

7 

6 

1913 .. 

215I 

357 15 

2 

II 

32 

2 

IX 

11,501 

2 

8 


^89,159 7 2 


Labour . — ^Needless to say, much of this money did not find 
its way into the pockets of the growers. The yearly labour 
bill, excluding picking, would after the first three years amount 
to £7 per acre. The cost of picking depends upon the size 
of the crop and the cost of labour. The wages which at the 
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beginning of the experiment were at the rate of \i. per lb. of 
fruit picked, rose year by year, imtil it sometimes became 
a question whether the price of the fruit would cover the 
cost of picking. • In no year would it be safe to put the 
picking expenses at less than £6 to per ton. These sums in 
the 10 years would amount to over £40,000. 

Carriage . — So far as it is possible to estimate, the sum paid to 
the Railway Company during the 10 years for carriage amounted 
to from £7,000 to £8,000. At first the service provided by 
the Company was bad and it was very difficult to obtain con- 
cessions from them, but ultimately they realised the importance 
of the industry from a railway point of view, and put at the 
disposal of the growers a really good service. 

Taxes.-— The small holders had a distinct grievance against 
the taxing authorities. No sooner were the small holdings in 
bearing than the Assessor increased the annual valuation 
from £i to £3 per acre, with the result that while the whole 
estate — ^450 acres in extent — paid in 1902, as agricultural land, 
£21 I Is. yearly in rates, the fruit holdings, extending to some- 
thing under 220 acres, paid £75. 

Financial RmuKs of Experiment. Judged by the profit ob- 
tained by the individual small holder, how has 'the Essendy 
scheme fared ? It is impossible to arrive at the profit of each 
individual holding, for fruit-growers, like farmers, do not keep 
books. Some general idea may be obtained, however, by 
taking an average holding as the standard by which to judge 
the whole. The holding taken extends to 15 acres, was worked 
with hired labour, and everything that was done was paid for. 
The crops over the whole term of the experiment were slightly 
under the average of the whole crops. In submitting the 
figures applicable to this holding, it should be explained that 
the credit or debit each year is arrived at by taking the total 
payments, capital and revenue, and the total income, and 
deducting the one from the other. The yearly figures thus 
arrived at do not give a true account of the year’s working. 
For example, only one instaln^ent of the price of the holding was 
paid till 1 91 1, an indication, by the way, of the consideration 
which the Company had for the small holders, while in 1911, 
which was a good year, seven instalments were paid. Some- 
times, too, accounts were not paid when they were incurred, 
and the labomr bill for one year was charged to another year. 
The total figures, however, give a correct account of the 
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financial results of 

the experiment over all the 

years. They 

are as follows 

: — 















Excess of 

Excess of 





Tonnage 

Install 

Debits 

Credits 

Year. 

Tonnage. 

per Acre. 

ments 

over 

over 








paid. 

Credits. 

Debits. 


Cwt. 

qr. 

Ih . 

Cwt. qr. 

lb. 

£ 

£ s. d. 

£ s. d. 

1904 


— 



— 


— 

140 0 5 

— 

1905 

1 71 

3 

7 

II 

2 

16 

— 

33 14 10 

" 

1906 

710 

2 

8 

48 

0 

19 

— 

H3 4 6 

— 

1907 

714 

0 

7 

48 

I 

17 

— 

— 

122 0 0 

1908 

729 

2 

16 

49 

I 

24 

75 

— 

146 II 2 

1909 

907 

2 

16 

69 

3 

25 

— 

— 

105 15 II 

1910 

768 

0 

20 

59 

0 

10 

— 

— 

178 16 2 

1911 

734 

3 

23 

50 

2 

20 

525 

— 

38 7 7 

1912 

554 

0 

2 

3 fi 

2 

20 

75 

— 

390 13 10 

1913 

477 

0 

5 

31 

3 

6 

75 

— 

439 13 11 


£286 19 9 ;£i,42I i8 7 


Profit, 190^-13 .. .. ;£i,i34 18 10 

During the ten years of the experiment, this grower paid out of 
his holding all the working expenses, including management fees and 
interest on capital, lie also paid out of his holding the price of it, 
viz., £750, and saved ;£i,i34 t 8 s. iod„ making a tot£il of ;fr,884 i8s. lod., 
which represents £iS8 gs. lod, every year of the ten years 1904-13. 
His holding was then carried on by his representatives till May, 1916. 
The figures for this latter period are as follows : — 





Excess of 

Excess of 



Tonnage 

Debits 

Credits 


Year. Tonnage. 

per Acre. 

over 

over 





Credits. 

Debits. 



Cwt. qr. lb. 

Cwt. qr. lb. 

£ s. d. 

£ s. 

d. 

1914 

. . 604 0 19 

40 I 3 

— 

132 16 

8 

1915 

. . 475 2 8 

38 0 13 

— 

159 13 

0 

Expenses incurred from January to 





May, 1916 

.. 

1 1 11 0 

— 






Izg-i 9 

8 





II 11 

0 


Profit, 1914-15 .. 

.. 

£280 18 

8 

The net profit from this holding has, therefore, been 

: — 



1. The price at which it was sold in 1916 

£1 ,000 0 

0 


2. The net income to that date . . 

.. 

1.415 17 

6 



Total 

. . 

;£ 2 , 4 I 5 17 

6 


representing £201 6s, 5<f., every year from 1903 when the holding was 
planted till the close of the fruit season of 1915. 
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Some of the other holdings at Essendy did better than this 
holding, while some did not do so well. That was, of course, 
natural, for the one just quoted was an average holding. While 
the profit on this holding must not necessarily be taken as the 
profit on any other similar-sized holding on the estate, the 
profit per acre on this holding arrived at after deducting all 
the working expenses, management fees, and interest on 
capital, may be taken as the average profit per acre on the 
aggregate of all the holdings, comprising in all 207 acres. 
This shows for the .10 years of the experiment a total profit 
of 5^26,012. Assuming that the holdings which are still in 
existence were worth in 1916 as much per acre as this 
holding, then the total profit for the 12 years to that date on 
the 207 acres would be £33,339. 

This result, taken along with the profit made by the Com- 
pany, justifies the experiment, and suggests to business enter- 
prise some new lines of national development. 

2. ORUMTOCLE RMALL HOLDINGS. 

The farm of Drumtogle, comprising 220 acres of the Estate 
of Aberuthven in the parish of Auchterarder, was offered for 
sale in the summer of 1907. It was purchased by a Blair- 
gowrie merchant, with tlxe view of establishing, a colony of 
small holders on the Essendy basis. The purchaser supplied 
the capital and it was agreed that the writer should arrange 
the working of the scheme. 

It was at first considered doubtful whether the cultivation 
of raspberries on the colony would prove a sound economic 
proposition. It was known that raspberries would grow in 
the district, but it had still to be shown whether they would 
grow well enough on a large scale to ensure the success of the 
holdings. The two main factors against raspberry cultivation 
in the district were wind and frost. It was feared that the 
imdieltered nature of the district would have a harmful effect 
on the bushes, while the cold mountain air which settled in the 
valley in which Drumtogle was situated would be an even 
more serious drawback. It was felt, however, that the wind 
might sweep the cold air out of the valley, thus creating a 
circulation of air which would prevwt a fall in temperature, 
and it was finally decided to go on with the venture. 

Near the farm is situated the village of Aberuthven, 
a small hamlet containing a few people, mostly engaged 
in agriculture. The creation of small holdings for f^t 
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culture juromised an excellent opportunity for the develop- 
ment of the village. A meeting of the local workers was called, 
and it v/as explained that the Drumtogle land was to be sold 
as the Essendy land had been sold, at ,^50 per acre, the price 
to be payable in 10 yearly instalments, with interest at 4 per 
cent, on the unpaid balances. The villagers, however, showed 
no desire to fsdl in with the scheme, and the proposal was 
therefore laid before others, with the result that within a few 
months the farm, with the exception of about 10 acres, had been 
disposed of. One half went to Blairgowrie fruit-growers, while 
a silk mercer from London, a coal merchant from Dundee, a 
fruit-grower from Clydeside, a draper, a carter and a ploughman 
also shared in the scheme. 

The farm of Shinafoot, extending to 82 acres, also part of 
the Estate of Aberuthven, was bought on the same day as 
Drumtogle. Tliis farm was not purchased for the piurpose 
of dividing it into small holdings. The Essendy scheme, 
although then in its infancy, was apparently to prove that 
small holdings for fruit culture would pay both the com- 
pany which created and financed them, and also the small 
holders who bought them, and it was hoped that the Drumtogle 
scheme, just started, would confirm the Essendy results. Ih 
any case there did not seem to be at the moment any further 
call on those who had been creating small holdings to do more 
than they had already done. A new departure was, therefore, 
made in the formation of a Joint Stock Company known as the 
Shinafoot Estate Company, to grow raspberries in the Auch- 
terarder district. The other farms on the Aberuthven Estate 
were sold in 1912. The Blair Estates Company, which created 
the Essendy holdings, pmrchased one of them extending to 
160 odd acres. They planted fully 100 acres with raspberry 
bushes and are working 60 acres as agricultmral land, with 
the view of testing how far such a farm is economically a sound 
business proposition. The Ams Company, in the same year, 
acquired another of the farms, extending to 100 acres, and 
forthwith tinned it into a raspberry plantation. The Westerton 
Company bought the remaining farm of about 120 acres. 
It was held by a sitting tenant under a lease and possession 
was not obtained till 1915. The land is now, as in the case 
of all the other farms, being entirely devoted to the produc- 
tion of raspberries. 

It was not difficult thus to change an agricultural district 
to a fruit district. Some difficulty was experienced, however, 
in bringing into existence and maintaining the organisation 
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that was necessary to work the new industry. At the outset 
the problem of permanent labour had to be faced, and this 
was more difficult to solve than at Essendy. Essendy was 
within easy distance of Blairgowrie, where permanent workers 
were numerous enough to meet the demands of the Essendy 
growers. When fruit-growing began at Auchterarder there 
was no skilled labour, for practically no fruit had been grown 
in the district, and the labour had to be imported for several 
years from Blairgowrie. Blairgowrie in the end was found to 
be inadequate, however, and the services of every labourer 
who offered himself had to be accepted. Needless to say, 
such labour was neither the most economic nor the most 
efficient, though it was the best possible. It was the casual 
labour during the harvest, however, that caused most trouble. 
The industry was only just getting under way when the 
problem of the housing of the pickers had to be faced, for the 
Auchterarder holdings, like those at Essendy, were far removed 
from the busy centres of population. It was found at Essendy 
that it was a disadvantage to have all the buildings together, 
mainly because some of the workers were thus a long way 
from their work. A further disadvantage in the case of 
Auchterarder was that enough pickers of one sex or one class 
could not be obtained, and it was, therefore, necessary to 
arrange the housing so as to be able to accommodate all classes 
and both sexes — men and women, factory workers and teachers, 
inmates of the slums and ” gentlemen of the road,” newsbo}^ 
from the street and children from the school — ^without one 
class or sex coming in contact with another class or sex. With 
this object in view the companies which worked the larger 
fruit farms at Auchterarder erected two sets of buddings on 
each of three farms, and one set of buildings on the fourth. 
The buildings consisted of a dining-hall, capable of seating 
300 workers, kitchens more modern than anything hitherto 
erected, and dormitories of varying size, fitted with wooden 
beds and provided with bedding suitable for a camp life in 
the fields in summer time. 

The social life of the community thus provided for was planned 
in detail. The settlements were put under the charge of one or 
more superintendents, the number being determined by the 
different classes of pickers employed. They were responsible 
for the comfort of the pickers, and arranged for entertainments 
of various kinds — concerts, fancy dress balls, picnics, etc., 
according to the talent and the inclination of the workers. 
A resident medical officer was available in cases of sickness, 
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while a cleansing officer kept the camp clean and a number of 
policemen kept it in order. 

Before considering the cost of starting and working the 
Auchterarder holdings, it may be convenient to group the 
farms in the order in which they were planted with raspberries, 
so that it may be seen at a glance the acreage involved. 


Drumtogle small holdings, created and planted in 

Acres, 

1907 - 


196 

Shinafoot, planted in 1907 . . 


76 

Hall of Aberuthven, planted in 1913 


105 

Arns, planted in 1913 

. . . . * 

96 

Pendicles, planted in 1913 . . 


25 

Westerton, planted in 1915 and 1916 


120 

618 


The figures of the cost of creating and working the plantations 
into full bearing here given are, of course, pre-war figures, for 
the plantations were mostly laid down before the War. In 
any case it would be inadvisable to give war figures, for they 
were so abnormal that no conclusion could be drawn from them. 


For example, posts which cost ^d. each before the War, cost 
from IS. to IS. bd, each during the War ; wire which cost 12s. 
per cwt. before the War, cost 44s. per cwt. during the War ; and 
barrels which cost 5s. before the War, cost from los. to 15s. 
during the War. Moreover, the figures are somewhat rough, 
under rather than over the actual cost, but sufficient to give 
some idea of the amount of money involved in the Aberuthven 
scheme. 


i 


Price of land . . 

. . 28,400 

Cost of pickers' houses and furnishings 

8,000 

14,000 tons manure at los. per ton delivered 

7,000 

4,326,000 raspberry canes at per 1,000 . . 

4.326 

123,600 posts at 3^. each 

2,575 

139 tons wire at £12 per ton 

1,668 

12,360 barrels at 55. each 

3.090 

3,090 large pails at lod. each 

128 

3,090 small pails at 3d. each . . 

&4 

Steelyards, etc. 

200 

labour 

. . 9,000 

Rates, taxes, insurance, etc. . . 

1,200 




It is inapossible just yet to show how the whole of the fruit 
farms at Auchterarder have fared, because some have only 
recently readied the bearing stage, and one of them is only 
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approaching it. It can, however, be shown — and this from a 
national point of view is the more important thing — how the 
Dnimtogle small holders have fared. The results are all the 
more important in view of the fact that a special plea has 
recently been put forward on economic grounds for industrialised 
farms, that is large farms, run on industrial lines. It is 
asserted that if we could only nm a large farm as we run a 
business, dividing it into departments superintended by 
capable men and controlled by a head who was able to combine 
a knowledge of agriculture with business methods, there would 
be very considerable saving in large as opposed to small 
farming. 

This may be so, but it is doubtful if the idea is a practical 
one. In a workshop, the intelligence of the worker is often 
a non-essential part of the work. His work is a mere mechani- 
cal operation in which brains are at a discount. In agriculture, 
however, it is different, for even as regards labotu: in a sub- 
ordinate capacity the intelligence of the worker plays a large 
part in the success of the operation. Waiving the difference 
between the farm worker and the shop-hand, however, and 
taking the long view, the writer is not sure that increased pro- 
duction on industrialised lines would ultimately pay for the 
elimination of the small holder. The division of labour, the 
corner stone of every large concern, has a limit bfeyond which 
it is not wise to go — ^the limit being the point at which the 
division of laboiu affects the intelligence and the character of 
the worker, and makes him not only less a man but also a less 
efficient man from an economic point of view. Brains and 
character may in the long run m every department of human 
life be the determining factor in the production of goods as 
well as of men. It may, therefore, be better, even from an 
economic point of view, to produce less now, if thereby we can 
ultimately produce intelligent small holders rather than less 
intelligent day labourers. In any case, we should ever 
remember that the highest production, while it should never 
be lost sight of, is not necessarily the chief end of a nation, 
any more than of a man. 

Theorising apart, the experience of the writer, in the 
management of thousands of acres in Canada where grain is 
grown and cattle are fed, of hundreds of acres in this country 
constituting probably the largest holding of the kind in exis- 
tence where raspberries are grown, and also of a multitude of 
small holdings, has led him to the conclusion that the 
holding is the mmre productive. It can be, and where the 
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fanner is the right kind of man and has money it usually is, 
better worked. This applies in raspberry-growing especially to 
two operations, the cutting out of the canes and the picking 
of the crop. Both can be done with much more care on a small 
than on a large farm. Take some examples. The Drumtogle 
small holdings at the outset varied in size from 2 to 40 acres. 
The average yearly crop per acre for the whole period since 
they came into existence, has been i ton ii cwt. 2 qr. 6 lb. 
Two of the holdings extend to two acres each. One of the 
two — ^it was considered at the time it was sold the worst on 
the estate — ^was worked and picked by the small holder him- 
self, and produced on an average 2 tons 16 cwt. per acre. 
These are the figures ; — 


Average Return per Acre 
from all the Drumtogle 


Return per Acre 
from 2 -acre 


Year, 

1909 .. 

Small Holdings. 
Tons cwL qr. lb. 
0932 


Holding. 
Tons cwt. qr. 
0 .15 2 

Ih . 

0 

1910 

X 

9 

I 

25 


2 

13 

3 

I 

1911 

I 

4 

2 

19 


2 

8 

1 

4 

1912 

I 

18 

3 

17 


. 3 

13 

X 

18 

1913 .. 

2 

3 

2 

4 


3 

13 

0 

M 

1914 •• 

2 

14 

2 

21 


4 

0 

3 

13 

1915 •• 

1 

18 

3 

4 


2 

n 

0 

25 

1916 

I 

2 

0 

26 


2 

3 

3 

21 

1917 .. 

I 

3 

I 

I 

. . 

2 

15 

X 

21 

1918 

I 

10 

0 

27 

. . 

3 

4 

I 

25 


The other 2-acre holding was worked and picked along with 
some of the larger holdings, and produced roughly the same 
amount. Subsequently it was worked and picked separately. 
These are the results : — 


Year. 

Average Return 
per Acre 
of all the 
Holdings. 

Tons cwt. qr. lb. 

Rettirn per A ere 
of the 2-acfe 
Holding when 
worked and picked 
along with 
other Holdings. 
Tons cwt. qr. lb. 

Return per Acre 
of the 2-(icre 
Holding 
when worked 
and picked 
separately. 
Tons cwt. qr. lb. 

1909 .. 

0 

9 

3 

2 

0718 

— 


1910 .. 

X 

9 

1 

25 

I II X 4 

— 


igxi .. 

X 

4 

2 

19 

I 13 3 2 

— 


1912 .. 

X 

18 

3 

17 

1828 

— 


1913 •• 

2 

3 ' 

2 

4 

2 0 0 X6 

— 


1914 .. 

2 

14 

2 

21 

— 

273 

0 

19x5 .. 

I 

x8 

3 

4 

— 

223 

17 

1916 

I 

2 

0 

26 

— 

I 7 3 

8 

1917 •• 

X 

3 

I 

I 

— 

220 

13 

19x8 .. 

X 

10 

0 

27 

— 

2 2 X 

23 
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Smilar resiilts were obtained from the crops grown at the 
Hall of Aberuthven, extending to 105 acres, and two adjoining 
holdings of, respectively, 4^ acres and 6| acres. These are the 


retunxs per acre for 

the 

last 

4 years 

- 






Year. 

Hall of Aberuthven. 

/^\-acye Holding. 


acre Holding. 


Tons cwt. 


Ih. 

Tons cwt. 

9 r - 

lb. 

Tons cwt. 

qr. 

lb. 

1915 • 

. 0 19 

I 

12 

2 0 

0 

3 

I 

10 

0 

9 

1916 . 

I 2 

I 

4 

I 15 

2 

16 

I 

12 

1 

10 

1917 • 

• I 15 

I 

II 

2 9 

0 

II 

2 

16 

1 

13 

1918 . 

, I 9 

0 

21 

2 3 

2 

5 

2 

3 

1 

0 


The last instalment of the purchase price was paid in 1917. 
It is interesting to examine the figures showing the returns 
from these holdings during the ii years they have been in 
existence. The gross return from the cultivation of raspberries 


ing the 
847:— 

II years 

« 

has been, as the 

following 

Price 

figures show. 

Gross 

Year. 

Acreage. 

Tonnage. 

T. c. q. lb. 

per Ton. 

£ s. d. 

Return, 

£ 

d. 

1909 •. 


96 0 

2 10 

7 

17 II 

758 4 

1 

1910 . . 

196^ 

289 10 

2 17 

13 

4 7 

3.830 5 

6 

1911 .. 

1 89! 

233 15 

I 24 

29 

0 5 

6,784 5 

9 

1912 .. 

189I 

368 13 

0 19 

29 

4 2 

10,767 18 

0 

1913 •• 

196 | 

412 II 

0 8 

32 

2 II 

13,261 17 

6 

1914 •• 

196 

536 0 

3 5 

29 

6 8 

15,723 16 

7 

1915 •• 

196 

380 3 

0 14 

23 

0 0 

8,743 II 

10 

1916 . . 

196 

217 19 

0 0 

22 

10 0 

4.903 17 

6 

1917 •• 

196 

227 19 

3 19 

37 

5 

8,492 17 

0 

1918 .. 

140 

211 14 

3 0 

43 

5 0 

9.381 2 

4 


^^82,847 i6 7 

The bulk of this money wais divided among various classes — 
the timber merchant for posts, the iron merchant for wire, 
the builder for housing, the dairyman for dung, the labourer 
for wages, the railway for freight, and the assessor for rates 
and taxes. The small holders got what was left. They were 
in some respects more fortunate than the Esscndy holders. 
The bad years 1908-10, which struck Essendy when the hold- 
ings were at their best, struck Drumtogle before the holdings 
were in full bearing. Still the Drumtogle growers felt the 
pinch of these years and some of them, as, for example, those 
who had to finance Drumtogle out of the Essendy profit, had 
to be given financial assistance. In some respects, however, 
Drumtogle was less fortunate than Essendy. It was struck 
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by frost in 1911 as Essendy has never been, and 70 acres only 
produced 10 cwt. to the acre. That, however, has been the 
only occasion on which Drumtogle has suffered more than 
other places, and it was only the low-ljnng land on the estate 
that was affected, so that it may still be said to be comparatively 
free from frost. A few of the holdings have changed hands, 
and always at a substantial profit to the seller. One, of 9 
acres, was sold in 1914 at a profit of £566, another, of 10 acres, 
in the same year at a profit of £988, and a third, of 15 acres, 
8 acres of which were in fruit, was sold in 1915 at a profit of 
£ 700 . The profit to the buyers may not always have been 
so good, but the original purchasers have, on the whole, done 
well. 

As an example of the success of the holdings a typical 
holding is selected. This holding, comprising 30 acres, is in 
every respect most suitable as a test by which to judge of 
the success of the holdings generally. The crops grown on 
this holding have been rather under the average crops at 
Drumtogle, so that in taking this holding as typical the 
success of the scheme is not exaggerated. Further, this holder 
neither financed nor managed nor worked his holding. Every 
penny expended in management and labour was duly charged 
for and entered against him. His account was kept in the 
same way as the account of the Essendy holding before 
referred to. There is thus no difficulty in arriving at the exact 


income and expenditure, without which his holding could not 

Yeat, 

Tonnage, 

T onnage 
per Acre, 

InstaU 

ments 

Excels of 
Debits 

over 

Excess of 
Credits 
over 


T, c, q, lb. 

T. c, q, lb. 

paid, 

1 

Credits. 

1 s. d. 

Debits. 

£ s, d. 

1908 .. 

— 

— 

— 

468 15 2 

— 

1909 .. 

^1 Z 1 

0 II 3 20 

— 

388 15 3 

— 

1910 .. 

45 S I II 

I 10 I 3 

— 

— 

84 9 0 

19x1 *• 

22 12 3 9 

0 15 0 10 

— 

792 2 II 

— 

1912 .. 

58 7 3 26 

I 18 3 20 

750 

69 13 8 

— 

1913 •* 

61 10 3 18 

2103 

X50 

— I 

,007 14 2 

19x4 •• 

88 19 2 9 

2 19 I 8 

X50 

1,275 16 10 

1915 - 

52 0 3 2 

I 14 2 21 

X50 

— 

189 XI 9 

19x6 .. 

Expenses incurred in connection with 
the working of the holding from 
January to May, 1916 

65 0 7 

— 


^£1.784 7 7 ^2557 I* 9 


Net Income . . . . — ^773 4 2 


2 F 
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The net profit on this 30^cre holdii^ was, therefore : — 

£ 5 . d. 

1,200 O O 

773 4 2 
;^I.973 4 2 


£2,200 0 o 
300 o o 

/l,QOO O O 

773 4 2 


;^2.673 4 2 

- ■- - 

representing an income every year from the first year to the last 
year of £334 3s. 

be accepted as the standard by which]to judge'the others. The 
net income after payment of working expenses and manage- 
ment fees and interest on capital from 1907, when the 
holding was purchased, to 1916, was £773 4s!, made up as 
shown on p. 409. 

This being a holding producing a little less than the average 
crops, the profit per acre on it may be taken as the profit per 
acre on the aggregate of all the holdings, extending to 194 
acres. This works out at a total profit from 1907 to 1916 of 
£12,760. If the value of all the holdings be taken instead of 
the price paid for them, and if they were worth per acre what 
this holding was sold for in 1916, then the total profit to that 
date would be £17,286. 

The success of the holdings, both at Drumtogle and Essendy, 
has fully justified the experiment, everybody coimected with 
the enterprise having profited financially — ^the men who 
created them, the small holders who worked them, and the 
community which gave its labour and its goods in exchange 
for their produce. The experiment afiords a striking example 
of what can be achieved by a well-organised scheme of fruit- 
growing on co-operative lines, given sufiBcient financial support 
to assist the holders over the lean years. 


1. Instalments of price paid 

2. Net Income, as above 

Total 

which shows after paying expenses of all kinds a 
yearly income of £246 13s. od. for the eight years 
from 1907, when it was planted, till the end of 
the fruit season of 1915. This holding, however, 
was sold in 1916, with entry at May of that year 

for 

Less the balance of the instalments then due, 
which the purchasers bound themselves to pay 


Add to this the net income shown above . . 

And the total net profit from the time it was planted 
in 1907 till it was sold in 1916, including the 
profit made on the sale, works out at . . 
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CHEESE-MAKING: THE MANUFACTURE 
OF CAERPHILLY AND CHEDDAR 
CHEESE. 

■n or OTARTIR. 

Rmmwi for Oio.— The market value of the produce of the 
cheese maker is of the greatest importance to him, and the 
market demands a cheese of good uniform quality. This quality 
is controlled to a great extent by the correct production of 
acidity in the milk and curd during the process of manufacture. 
I The ripening or souring of the milk may be brought about 
in two ways, either by allowing it to sour naturally, or by 
adding a pure culture starter. This starter consists of milk 
in which are growing lactic acid bacteria or organbms in as 
near a pure state as is possible. 

These organisms are found in the atmosphere or in naturally 
soured milk, but when grown in^a purer form^they are more 
vigorous and are able to overcome any injurious organism 
that may be present in the milk to which they are added, and 
in this way ensure, to a great extent, a good flavour in the 
cheese. 

Milk is soon affected by weather conditions and outside 
contamination — even the cleanest milk will become sour when 
kept at a high temperature ; milk contains organisms as soon as 
produced, which increase rapidly at a favourable temperature 
(t.A, 7o‘’-90® F.). Should the milk conteiin particles of manure, 
dust, etc., it will rapidly deteriorate, and the souring that 
then takes place will result in inferior cheese, which wUl puff 
and leak in the ripening room. In order to control the acidity 
in the milk, therefore, it should be cooled down as soon as 
possible to 70° F., either by running it over a refrigerator, or 
by placing it in a jacketed tub or vat surrounded by cold 
water, constantly stirring it meanwhile. This gets rid of any 
“ cowy ” odour and prevents the cream from rising. 

Praparation of tlM RtartorOi — ^The starters are prepared in the 
first place by experts, and may be obtained from the various 
dairy schools and colleges in bottles ready for use in the dairy. 
The British Dairy Institute, Reading ; the Midland Dairy 
College, Kingston, Derby; the Dairy School, Kilmarnock; 
the East Anglian Institute of Agriculture, Chelmsford, *^etc., 
all supply starters ready for use. , 

Having obtained a bottle of the starter, a sufficient quantity 
^ould be prepared for the next day's use. This must be done 
each day. The amount will vary according to the quantity of 

2 F 2 
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cheese being made, the bulk of milk, the time of year, and the 
district (different localities require more or less starter to pro- 
duce the correct acidity). Usually i to 2 qt. per xoo gal. 
may be used. A well-enamelled jug or milk-can should be 
procured ; the latter is most ccmvenioit as it can easily be 
suspended in a copper or furnace, and, being usually fitted with 
a lid, will prevent contamination of the milk while it is being 
heated. The vessel should be thoroughly scalded, after which 
some well-strained milk that is sweet, fresh and free from all 
objectionable tastes and odours should be measured in. The 
vessel should be placed in hot water and the temperature 
quickly raised to 185° F. It should then be left ib minutes 
and finally cooled rapidly to 65° F. in summer, and 75° F. in 
winter. The starter should then be added from the bottle 
and mixed well with the milk, which should afterwards be 
covered with clean double muslin and kept at an even tem- 
perature until next day. In winter it must not be allowed to 
Ixjcome cold, for this will check the growth of the organisms, 
and the starter will not be sufficiently sour next morning, but 
care must be taken that it is not kept too warm, or the 
organisms will use up aU the available food in the milk. If 
the starter becomes a firm curd, granular in texture, the bac- 
teria are not so active for cheese-making when put into the milk. 
Should they produce too much acidity, they eventually destroy 
themselves, hence the reason for making a fresh starter daily, 
and it is of no use to reserve any of the contents of the bottle 
first procured for further use. 

When ready for use the starter should be curdled in an even 
mass, and if stirred it should have a smooth, creamy appear- 
ance ; it should have a clean, acid taste and showo-y^-o -S® per 
cent, of lactic acid on the acidmeter. Before adding the 
starter to the milk, about ^ pt. should be reserved from which 
to make the starter for the next day ; this will avoid the 
necessity for obtaining a further supply of the bought culture. 
If the starter shows signs of wealmess, that is, if the dieese 
works slowly for several days consecutively, or if it develops 
inferior flavours or odours and is granular in appearance, a 
fresh culture diould be obtained. 

If care and cleanliness are observed during manufacture a 
culture will last several weeks, but it will rapidly deteiimrate 
with careless management. 

itoUiMi sf Um.— The evening’s milk having been well cooled, 
the irext morning the cream should be skimmed heated 
to po** F., put back into the tub and tiie temperature of the 
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whole raised above 70® F. The starter may then be strained 
into the noilk, enough being added to produce a curd that will 
be ready for vatting 7 to 8 hours after adding the starter ; 
the starter should be in the milk if-2 hours before renneting. 
It is found in practice much better and safer to add a small 
quantity of starter and leave it in the milk some time before 
renneting, rather than use a large amount and add the rennet 
soon after. The starter organisms being put into milk at a 
suitable temperature for their growth become acclimatised, 
and overcome or at least predominate over any injurious 
germs that may be present. The milk is evenly ripened and 
the production of acidity later is more regular, preventing fast 
cheeses and producing a mellow curd. A large quantity of 
starter added just previous to the rennet produces a quick, 
granular curd, which in the later stages works too rapidly for 
proper mellowing, and the resulting cheese is short and crumbly 
in texture, does not cut fat on the iron and is of inferior flavour. 

THE MAKING OF CAERPHILLY OHBEEE. 

Caerphilly cheese is consumed in large quantities in the 
mining districts of the south-west of England and in Wales, 
where it is considered to be specially suited to the needs of 
the underground workers. Although Wales was its original 
home, its manufacture has now spread to other parts, and quite 
half the supply of Caerphilly cheese consumed in Wales is made 
outside its borders. 

The most popular kind of Caerphilly is a cheese of the quick- 
ripening variety, available for consumption a fortnight to 
three weeks after manufactme. It is, therefore, of a perishable 
nature and deteriorates in quality after 4 to 6 weeks, becoming 
dry in texture. 

This cheese is made from morning’s and evening’s milk, 
and as the curd retains a large percentage of moisture very 
little acidity is required. It is, therefore, a cheese that can 
be made throughout the year, even in cold weather. 

To make the cheese without starter, the evening’s milk, as 
soon as obtained, is strained into the cheese vat or tub, and well 
stirred to get rid of the " cowy ” odour and to lower the tem- 
perature slightly. In cold weather it is necessary to keep the 
vat or tub covered to avoid loss of heat, so that a certain amount 
of acidity will develop to ripen the morning’s milk when 
added. This prevents the cheese from working slowly, which 
would result in a hard, dry curd. In warm weather it is 
unnec^sary to cover the night’s milk. When starter is used 
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the night’s milk must be cooled to below 70** F. as soon as 
obtained to check the production oi acidity, and it should also 
be stirred occasionally during the evening to prevent the 
cream rising. 

Next morning the cream should be skimmed off and mixed 
with warm new milk, which should be slowly heated to 90° F. 
by holding in hot water. It should be poured back through 
the strainer into the cheese vat and thoroughly mixed. The 
temperature of the milk should be raised above 70° F., after 
which the starter should be strained in. The amount will 
vary, but enough should be used to ensure that t^e milk is 
acid for renneting i to hours after adding, and the cheese 
ready for vatting 2 to 2 J hours after renneting. 

The morning’s milk may be added at any time, and when 
all is in the vat the temperature should be raised to F. 

in summer and 90®-92° F. in winter. The test (by the 
acidmeter) for renneting should be 0-19-0 -2 per cent, acidity ; 
too much acidity must not be present or the cheese will be 
over-add before it can be vatted. 

The amount of rennet will depend on the quality and tem- 
peratme of the milk and the strength of the rennet. Usually 
one dram to every 4 or 6 gal. of milk is required, but enough 
should be used to produce a curd that will break deanly over 
an inserted finger about 45 minutes after renneting. The 
rennet should be mixed with 3 or 4 times its volume of water 
before being added to the mUk. The curd should be cut 
into cubes the size of horse beans and stirred with the hand 
very gently for 15 to 20 minutes. When the curd is loose and 
the whey has well separated it should be allowed to settle to the 
bottom of the vat, and a test for acidity made. The acidity 
should not be more than 0-15-0-16 per cent. If under that 
figure the whey should be left for a further 20 to 30 minutes ; 
if over, after lowing the cmd to settle, push it gently back 
from the tap, cut off a convenient sized portion under the 
whey and float it back on to the mass. This gives a dear 
space by the tap, and the whey can then be run off. As soon 
as the whey has all drained away, a channel should be cut 
down the centre of the vat, the sides sloping away from the 
centre, and the curd piled in semi-cone shaped masses cm 
either sides of the vat. This cutting and piling should be 
continued for 10 to 15 minutes, taking care that the curd is 
not broken when piling, and when It is sufficiently dry and 
forms A firm jeUy-like mass, it may be covered and left for 
10 to X5 minutes, according to the acidity. The curd diould 
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now be cut into finger-like slices, which should be piled on 
their sides at the back end of the vat, in a semi-cone-shaped 
pile as before. The curd should be left until the drainings 
show 0 17-0 -18 per cent, of acidity (the lower acidity 
in the case of a large quantity of quick-working curd), 
and it may then be vAtted. This is done by slicing the curd 
into I -in. slices and packing it into cloth-lined vats having 
removable bands. It is advisable to weigh a definite quantity 
of curd into the vats so that the resulting cheeses will be even 
in size. The cheeses may be placed one on top of the other 
while vatting, and if then reversed and the cloths pulled up and 
placed smoothly before putting the cheeses to press it will 
be found that they are partially pressed and, therefore, easier 
to place in the press. Pressure should be applied gradually, 
the bar (without weights) being lifted at the end of one hour. 
The cheeses may now be tiu'ned, and well rubbed with salt, 
the cloths being rinsed in cold water before being used 
again. The cheeses should be put to press with the bar pressure 
only, and left until next morning, when they can be taken from 
the moulds and put into brine for 24 hours. The brine is 
made from boiled water (which has become cold) and sufficient 
salt to float an egg. The surface of the cheeses when in the 
brine should be sprinkled with salt to prevent the coat from 
dr3ung ; they should be turned over the same evening and 
again sprinkled with salt. This keeps up the strength and 
takes the place of the salt extracted by the cheese, preventing 
drying of the top surface. The brine should be entirely 
renewed as soon as it becomes at all cloudy in appearance, 
or it will have a deteriorating effect on the coats of the cheese. 

When taken from the brine the cheese should be allowed 
to drain in the dairy for 24 hours, and then removed to the 
ripening room. This room must be cool and airy, so arranged 
that there is no direct draught on the cheese. Ample shelf 
space should be provided, so that the cheese can b# turned 
daily on to a dry space. This ensures the formation of a good 
coat, which is very necessary before the cheese can be put on 
the market. The time of marketing depends generally on the 
weather ; in a dry, fresh atmosphere the cheese will coat and 
be ready for market in 7 to 10 days, but in damp, close and 
sultry weather the rind becomes sticky and requires a longer 
peri(kl to dry off. 

Many makers before marketing' the cheese rub the rind 
with flour, barley meal, lime, whitening, etc., to imitate the 
vdiite mould that is so popular among dealers, but if the cheese 
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is made imder proper conditions and kept in the correct 
atmosphere on (dean boards, a natural mould, which is much 
preferred, will grow on the coats. 

A great difficulty that arises in some dairies is the growth 
of an objectionable black mould. This gets firmly established 
in the shelves and is difficult to eradicate. All affected cheese 
idiould be removed from the room, and the whole woodwork, 
floor, shelves, etc., well scrubbed with soap and water, and 
subsequently washed over with a solution of formalin (i tea- 
spoonful of 40 per cent, solution in a pint of water). The solution 
should be left wet on the shelves and allowed to soak in. This 
will usually destroy the mould. Care must be taken that the 
affected cheese is not touched before handling the new cheese, 
otherwise the latter will also become infected. Caerphilly 
* cheese, if sent by rail, requires careful packing, preferably in 
partitioned boxes (two in each portion) made to take 8 cheeses. 

The chief points in favour of the manufacture of Caerphilly 
cheese are (i) owing to the high yield (i lb. 4 oz. to i lb. 6 oz. 
per gal. of niilk) it is very profitable ; (2) it can be made all 
the year round ; (3) it is quickly marketed, and therefore 
gives quick returns and does not require a great deal of storage 
space ; (4) the method of manufacture, as for all quick- 
ripening cheeses, is much simpler than the making of Cheddar : 
the risks are, therefore, not so great, and as' the cheese is 
marketed quickly there is not the same period of time for 
harmful qualities to develop ; (5) its manufacture does not 
take as long or require so much firing, etc., and both labour 
and working expenses are, therefore, lower. 

THE HAKINC OF CHEDDAR CHEESE. 

There are numerous systems for the manufacture of Cheddar 
cheese, and the process varies in different districts and also as 
regards individual methods. Makers working on definite lines 
vary they methods according to the requirements of the milk 
they are using. This is due to the variations of soil in certain 
localities, and it is, therefore, very difficult to adhere to a hard 
and fast rule. 

Cheddar cheese is usually made from morning’s and evening’s 
milk, and to be of good keeping quality the milk must be 
ripened, that is to say, slightly acid or sour. This condition of 
ripeness is difficult for the uninitiated to gauge, and where there 
is no long experience behind the. maker, can only be judged 
accurately by tests. It may be brought about in two wa5rs ; 
first, by keeping the evening’s milk at such a temperature 
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during tlie night that enough acidity will develop to ripen the 
morning’s milk partially when it is added, and, secondly, by 
the addition of some ripening or souring agent, such as a starter, 
to the milk in the morning and allowing the milk to remain 
xmtil sufficient acidity is obtained. The first and original 
method is satisfactory with careful handlings but the use of a 
good starter gives more reliable and uniform results, and thus 
compensates for the additional trouble required to make and 
keep the starter going from day to day. 

In cases of emergency, when no starter is available, the 
ripening of the evening’s milk is required. 'The milk, as soon as 
it is obtained, b strained into the cheese vat or tub, and, after 
being gently stirred to get rid of the " cowy ” odour and to 
lower the temperature slightly, it is covered over to keep the 
desired heat and then left undisturbed during the evening. 'The 
temperature at which to leave it is only found by experience, 
for it is influenced by the time of year, the temperature of the 
dairy, and the amount and nattural acidity of the milk. 
Usually in the late autumn and early spring 80® to 85® F. b 
found necessary, whereas in the summer 75® to 80® F. will be 
quite high enough, and the milk will be too ripe in the morning 
if this temperature b exceeded. Next morning this milk 
wUl have a distinctly acid smell and the cream will be in a thick 
layer on the surface. The cream is now skimmed off and 
placed in a pail to which some new milk is added, the whole 
being held in hot water to raise the temper atinre to 90® F. It 
is then poured back through a strainer (to break up any clots 
of cream) into the bulk of the milk and mixed evenly with the 
whole. If thb is not done, and the cream b simply stirred in, 
it does not mix and a loss of fat results. The morning’s milk 
is now added and the whole raised to renneting temperature. 
When using a starter the greatest care and attention must be 
, given to keeping it pute and in good condition throughout. 

The evening’s milk, as soon as obtained and strained, is 
immediately cooled to 70® F. This is best done by running 
it over a refrigerator, as it not only cools the milk but also 
aerates it, and if the milk is run over quickly and the water 
so regulated that it b cooled evenly, the action of acid-forming 
organbms is not unduly checked. With jacketed vats or tubs, 
a steady stream of cold water through the jacket and the 
constant steady stirring of the milk answers the same purpose. 
The great point is to ensure that the milk b cooled as quickly 
as possible, and without rough handling, to prevent loss of fat ; 
if stirred occasionally during^the evening the cream will not 
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be in such a thick layer next morning. In any case, however, 
it is advisable to skim it of! and treat in the same way as with 
ripened milk. When the temperature of the whole has been 
raised above 70® F. the starter may be strained in. The 
amoimt varies; usually from i to 2 per cent, is required, but 
enough should be used to give the correct amount of acidity 
for renneting to 2 hours after its addition. 

The morning’s milk may be added at any time, whether in 
bulk or as obtained, and when the whole quantity is in the vat it 
should be heated to the renneting temperature (8o®-85® F.) 
and a test taken for the acidity. This should be o-.i9 to 0-22 
per cent, of lactic acid by the acidmeter, or 19-21 seconds by the 
rennet test, before the rennet is added, accor^g to the time of 
year and the general condition of the milk. Rennet should be 
used at the rate of i dram to every 3 to 6 gal. of milk, according 
to the quality and quantity of the milk and the strength of 
the rennet. Before the rennet is added it should be mixed 
with 3 or 4 times its bulk of pure cold water and stirred into 
the bulk of milk for 3 to 5 minutes ; 15 to 20 minutes later the 
surface of the milk should be stirred before the milk begins 
to curdle, to mix in any cream that has risen. 

A curd firm enough for cutting should be obtained 45 to 50 
minutes after adding the rennet ; this is ascertained when it 
breaks cleanly over an inserted finger. The coa^lum is then 
cut into cubes the size of small peas, with either American 
knives or some substitute. The main point in cutting is to 
see that the curd is cut cleanly and evenly, and is not smashed 
or broken. The cutting and subsequent stirring until the 
curd is in a loose condition should take 15 to 20 minutes, 
during which time the temperature should not be raised. The 
temperature necessary for scalding varies, even with the same 
method of make, on different soils, and may range between 
92® F. and 102® F., the more general temperature being 95® to 
98® F. The heating process must on no account be hurried, 
or the pieces of curd will become hard on the outside, while 
the interior will remain welt and uncooked ; it should take from 
35 to 45 minutes, the curd being well stirred meanwhile. 

Whem the curd is in a springy condition, that is, if when a 
small quantity is taken in the hand it is found to resist pressure, 
it may be allowed to settle for 5 to 10 minutes and a test 
taken. If an acidmeter is used it should show a lactic add 
content of 0 16-0 -17 per cent., while if the hot-iron test is 
employed a J-in. thread should be drawn. If the acidity is 
lower|1han t^, the whey should be left on the curd for 20 to 
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30 minutes to allow for further development of acidity ; if 
oyer, the curd may be pushed at once into a compact mass 
away from the tap. When using a vat the curd should be 
pushed quite half way up the vat ; it can then be cut into 
halves under the whey and the front portion floated on to that 
at the top end, the two pressed together and the whey drawn 
off. The curd ^ould now be cut into convenient-sized blocks 
for handling {e.g., 8 in. by 10 in.) and piled, either in the 
bottom of the vat or on the cooler, in layers, with a cloth in 
between. The depth of the i»ling depends on the bulk of 
curd ; usually 3 to 4 pieces deep is the best depth for the first 
turn. The mass of curd is now left for 10 to 20 minutes, 
according to acidity, and then piled 6 to 8 pieces deep, again 
putting cloths in between. At the third piling the blocks of 
and should have spread out and become thin enough to enable 
the whole mass to be placed one piece on top of another, no 
doth now being necessary between them, except one which is 
left in the middle to obtain moisture for testing purposes. 
If enough acidity has not developed and more turns are neces- 
sary the curd (which should now be in thin sheets resembling 
chamois leather) may be folded at the turns. When ready for 
grinding it should be smooth and velvety to the touch, leathery 
in texture, and capable of being peeled off in thin strips and 
tied in knots, the joining of the granules of curd being hardly 
discernible, and a small portion bitten between the teeth 
resembling india rubber. 

The amount of acidity necessary before grinding varies on 
different farms, according to the season of the year, the bulk 
of curd, and the temperature of the atmosphere, from o -6-0 -85 
per cent, at this period giving the acidity of the press draining 
required. This latter should be 0-9-0 -95 per cent., £ind the 
actual acidity before grinding must be judged accordingly. 

The cmrd is now passed through a moderately coarse grinding 
miH, and after a thorough stirring salt is added at the rate of 
I oz. to every 3 lb. of curd, or 2 J to 2\ lb. salt to every 100 gal. 
of nulk. The salt should be well mixed with the curd, and when 
the temperature of the latter is between 70° and 75“ F. it 
may be pressed into cloth-lined cheese moulds or vats. 

The cheese may now be put to press with a screw press only 
at first, and a test taken of the drainings. The acidity should 
be from 0 -9 -i per cent, if a curd of average condition has been 
obtained. A moist, quick-working curd should be sweeter 
than a dry, slow one. The screw should be tightened at 
intervals, and the same evening the cloth carefully pulled up 
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round the cheese and straightened on top, and a pressure of 
5-10 cwt. (according to the size of the cheese) put on. The 
next morning the cheese is taken out, turned and rubbed with 
grease one end and half way down the sides, a cap put on the 
greased end and a bandage put round the sides, the second 
cap being loosely placed on the top when the cheese is in the 
mould. The cheese should then be returned to the p-ess and 
a pressure of 15-20 cwt. applied. 

The second morning after making, the cheese is well greased 
the other end and the second cap put on, the bandage being 
removed half way to catch in the comers of the. second cap 
when put back. The pressure may now be increased if very 
large cheeses are being made, but for 80 to 90 lb. cheeses a 
pressure of i ton is enough. The next morning the cheese 
should be removed from the press and an outer bandage put 
on, and then taken to the ripening room and kept at a tem- 
perature of from 58° F. to 65° F. The cheese should be turned 
daily for at least the first fortnight after making (or the 
moisture will drain to one end) ; afterwards, every other 
day will be sufficient. 

A well-made Cheddar cheese will develop a good flavour and 
texture in from 2 to 3 months and should, if kept under satis- 
factory conditions, retain its good qualities for 12 months. 


OIL FROM BRITISH-GROWN LINSEED. 

With the view of meeting the increasing demand for in- 
formation regarding the cultivation of flax, the British Flax 
and Hemp Growers' Society, Ltd., have, from time to time, 
issued notes dealing with technical details regarding this crop. 
In v‘( w of the shortage of feeding stuffs and of oil in the country 
as a result of war conditions, the Society considered it desirable 
to communicate the results of the investigations which have 
been made on the subject of growing linseed as a farm crop 
in this country. Papers were, therefore, written by Dr. J. 
Vargas Ejnre, M.A., dealing with the agriculttural possibiHties 
of oil production in England, and by Dr. R. S. Morrell, M.A., 
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F.LC., on the commercial value of the oil produced. These 
papers were issued by the Society in the form of a pamphlet 
(Notes on Flax, VI.) from which the extracts printed l^low 
have been taken. 

Hm AgWoulturml PowribllitiM of Oil Froduotion. — For some years 
a good deal of attention has been given to the question of 
growing this valuable oil-bearing crop in England. The view 
was taken that efforts should be made to introduce the cul- 
tivation of linseed as part of the agricultural practice of this 
country, in view of the increasing demand for linseed cake on 
the farm, and of the growing demand for linseed oil by several 
impoltant industries. The problem was regarded as one of 
growing oil per acre, and during the course of these trials a 
great deal of information from this point of view has been 
obtained. In the past the development in England of linseed 
as a farm crop has suffered through want of knowledge con- 
cerning its requirements, and by reason of the fact that no 
systematic tests had been made to establish which of the many 
varieties is the best to grow in this country. In addition, 
there was a lack of knowledge as to the real value of the linseed 
oil obtained, it having been placed on record and believed by 
many that linseed raised in this country was inferior to that 
which could be imported, and that the oil contained was less 
in quantity and less in value than that which comes from 
imported seed. 

In the first place variety trials were made, which included 
the growing of the most likely kinds of linseed from the point 
of view of yield of seed in conjimction with the oil-content of 
the seed produced. These tri^s have been conducted during 
several years on widely different types of soil and under different 
agricultural conditions. From the analyses of the seed pro ■ 
duced and the yield of seed per acre a comparison has been 
made each year of these varieties on the basis of oil per acre, 
and it has been found, without exception, that the variety' 
coming from South America, known as “ La Plata ” or " Plate " 
linseed, gave the best results.* During four seasons the trials 
have shown that on moderately poor soil the yield of dressed 
linseed amounts to 10 cwt. per acre, on good medium land 
15 cwt. and on very good land as much as 20 cwt., and the 
average oil-content of “La Plata ” seed, when grown in this 
country, is as high as 40 per cent. The following results 
obtained at Wye illustrate this point : — 

* Journ, Agric . Sei ., 1915, VII., i., p. 120. 
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[ Comparative Values of differont Types of Linseed as Oil- 
producing Crops at Wye College. 



Excellent linseed has been obtained which compares very 
favourably in general appearance with imported linseed, and 
in so far as size of seed and oil-content are concerned, English- 
grown linseed shows a marked superiority over the imported 
seed from which it is raised. The following representative 
data will show this clearly ; — 


La Plata Seed. \ 

Weight of 
1,000 Seeds. 

Oil- 

content. 


Gr. 

Per cent. 

1913. Imported seed 

6*108 

3845 


1 8.840 * 

42*80 

English linseed raised from above im- 

} 9-204 

39-69 

ported sample on lour different farms. 

i ) 7*712 

37.72 


1 8744 

41-35 


Similar results to the above were obtained dining 1914- 
1915 from experimental plots in various parts of the country, 
and in 1916 the following figures, representing samples received 
from nine farmers who had been induced to grow linseed as a 
farm crop, gave fmther evidence of this fact : — 


La Hata Seed. 

Weight of 

1,000 Seeds. 

Oil- 

content. 

1916. Imported seed 

English-grown seed from the above im- 
ported sample on nine diherent farms. 

Gr. 

6*4210 
r 7-1602 

6- 53*4 

8-1 77X 

2 ‘ 02 ‘ J 3 
■{ 8*2Z0I 

r 96 y > 

7'*055 

7- 7637 

1. 8-3570 

Pter cent. 

38- 8 

41*5 

40*5 

39- 7 

42*1 

42*4 

41-3 

1 39-4 

397 

39-6 
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In view of the opinion expressed in some quarters that this 
high yield of oil is not maintained season after season, and that 
home-saved linseed raised repeatedly in this country becomes 
steadily deficient in oil, trials have been carried out since 1912 
designed to test the accuracy of this contention. It will be 
seen from the following figures obtained from the analyses of 
the various samples of linseed, raised repeatedly from the same 
stock at Wye, in Kent, and at Thakeham, in Sussex, that a 
decrease in the amount of oil is not actually found in practice, 
hideed, it appears that the superiority of the home-grown seed 
over the imported ^eed is well maintained. 

La Plata Seed. 

Imported 1912 

38*45 per cent. 

I 

Wye 1913 


Wye 1914 
39*1 

Thakeham 1915 Thakeham 1915 Thakeham 1915 

42*4 per cent. 41*2 per cent. 42-3 per cent. 

In view of the foregoing results, the value of English-grown 
linseed as a source of oil is seen to be very great. If all the 
oil be expressed, a yield of from 50 to 70 gal. of oil per acre 
may be obtained, or, if the linseed be pressed to form a standard 
cake, as much as 35 to 45 gal. of oil per acre will result. This 
may be seen from the following table : — 

La Plata Seed, Basis of Oil per Acre, 

10 cwt. 

15 » 

20 

Oil content 40 per cent. 

A — Total Expression of Oil) or B~for Cake containing 


10 per cent. Oil, 


A — Yield of Oil when totally 
expressed. 

B — For Cake Expression. 

Gal . per Acre. 

10 cwt. seed per acre. . 48 

15 .. 72 

ao „ . . 96 

Gal. per Acre. 

10 cwt. seed per acre . . 36 

15 Ml. • • 54 

20 „ ,, M • • 72 


I of dressed seed. 



42 *82 per cent. 

I 

Wye 1914 

per cent. 41*64 per cent. 
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In view of the present scarcity of drying oils* the desirahilify 
might well be considered of expressing all the oil from the 
linseed and then adding some less valuable oil or fat to the 
extent of, say, lo per cent., so as to bring up the food value of 
the resultant cake. 

Growing the Linseed Crop . — The raising of good linseed crops 
in this coimtry presents no difficulty to the agricultmist.f 
It is a crop which requires no special kind of sod, flourishing 
well on any good medium land. As far as present records show, 
it appears that the best results are obtained on the heavier 
types of loam. Generally speaking, linseed is a crop which 
follows well after corn, and it is the best practice’ to grow it 
after a straw crop of some kind. It has been shown clearly 
that wheat does well after linseed, and there is ample evidence 
that it does not draw the land more than other crops of a 
similar kind. 


Wheat following Linseed and 



Hoad Corn. 

Tail 

Corn. 

Straw and 
Chall. 

Value 

Wheat. 

Weight 

ill 

lb. 

Bush. 

Weight 

per 

bush. 

Weight 

in 

lb. 

Weight. 

per 

qr. 

After linseed and 12 
tons dung per acre 
After linseed 

After oats . . 

1,551 

1.586 

784 

24-5 

24*6 

12*1 

lb. 

63 '8 
64 ’4 
65*0 

49 1 
49 

26 

T. c. q. lb. 
I 0 2 23 

0 T9 I 14 

0 9 2 II 

5. d, 
59 0 
59 0 
59 0 


It must be emphasised that linseed is, perhaps, one of the 
best crops to have on newly ploughed-up pasture land, as it is 
not attacked by wireworm, and even when the land is com- 
paratively roughly ploughed, excellent crops of linseed have 
been raised. In many districts farmers gladly take advantage 
of the fact that linseed may be sown with clover or “ seeds ” 
underneath. 

It is of great importance to have the land deeply worked and 
firm, with but a shallow surface layer to cover the seed after 
sowing. Linseed germinates very readily and grows away 
rapidly, and to meet these requirements the land should be in 
good condition. It is not desirable to sow this crop on land 

which is in a very high state of fertility, as it appears that under ' 

. > 

* Linseed oil is now £t2X> per ton. 

t ** Lmseed as a Fton Crop.'* See iid»Journalf February. 1916. P* 1069* 

} JRoy. Agrie. Sac. Wobmm Exp^ X915, labie VIlf« 
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these conditions luxuriant growth is induced without a pro- 
portionate increase in the amount of seed produced. Generally 
speaking, unless the soil is poor, no very marked increase in 
quantity of seed is brought about by the application of artificial 
manures, certainly no change has been observed in the oil- 
content of the linseed following such treatment. Farmers 
generally know from experience how best to apply manurial 
dressings to secure good corn crops on their land. 

With regard to sowing the seed, it is an advantage to have 
the seed sown as soon as the soil and weather permit, so that 
germination may take place evenly and the plant make a good 
start while moisture is in the top soil. Usually it is possible 
to sow on the lighter land towards the end of March or the 
beginning of April, and on the heavier land before the end of 
April. The advantage of early sowing is apparent at harvest 
time, as it means that the crop will be off the land prior to the 
usual corn harvest, and allow of a catch crop being taken on 
the same land. The sowing is best performed by drilling, the 
coulters being set to a distance of about 6 in. apart, or a seeds- 
barrow may be used with good results. The seed should 
not be deeply buried ; about J in. below the surface of the soil 
is the best. With good samples of sowing seed on an average 
soil the quantity recommended for sowing is 80 lb. per acre. 

It is essential that the land upon which linseed is sown 
should be moderately clean and free from weeds, and, under 
these circumstances, it is not necessary to do more than remove, 
by spudding, the larger weeds such as docks and thistles. 
A^tev about 100 days have elapsed from the time of sowing 
the crop is usually ready for harvesting. This may be ascer- 
tained by carefully examining the plants and observing whether 
the majority of the capsules contain full plump seeds which 
are just changing from a green colour to pale brown ; a degree 
of ripeness which is generally reached early in July when the 
lower leaves on the stem have withered and fallen. Linseed 
continues to flower for some time and consequently ripens 
unevenly in the field, carrying both ripe and green capsules at 
harvest time, but this is not detrimental to good harvesting, 
because, like wheat, it ripen in the stook. It has been ascer- 
tained by experiment during the last two or three seasons that 
nearly all the oil which is ultimately contained in the seed 
is laid down prior to the stage of development referred to as 
that at which it should be harvested.* The after-ripening 
processes which go forward after the crop is cut raise the oil- 
* Joufn, Agric, Sci„ 1915, VII., i.. p. 122. 
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content of the seed to the figure given. It is not wise to allow 
the crop to stand until the majority of the capsules are fully 
ripe, because this entails considerable loss of seed when the 
crop is harvested, and the oil expressed from the seed has been 
found by experiment to be of no greater value. 

When the area of linseed to be harvested is small it is best 
to cut the crop with a sc5rthe, but with larger areas an ordinary 
binding or reaping machine requires very little adjustment 
to deal with the crop satisfactorily ; the matter of importance 
being that the knives should act quickly and be very sharp. 
The sheaves should be made up small so as to allow drying to 
proceed rapidly, and these should be “ shocked ” in the field 
in the ordinary way and carted when dry. 

As soon as the land is cleared of the linseed it is a good 
practice to follow on with a crop of white turnips, unless seeds 
were sown with the linseed in the first instance. 

The best method of threshing linseed is to use an ordinary 
threshing machine, and to achieve the best results the following 
adjustments are recommended : About two-thirds of the 
“ cavings riddle '' should be covered to prevent any large 
amount of the cavings falling through the riddle along with the 
seed and the chaff ; the ordinary-sized riddle being large enough 
to allow unbroken seed bolls to pass through. A -j^-in. " chob ” 
riddle is recommended. The unbroken seed boUs should be 
passed through the drum a second time. Unless the drum 
of the machine be set close and a high speed maintained, and 
the straw be carefully fed into the machine, it may be necessary 
to pass it through a second time to remove all the seed, 
linseed being much smaller than the seed of other grain crops 
only the finest riddle should be used. 

Linseed straw is remarkably tough and wiry, rotting down 
very slowly. For this reason it does not make good litter for 
stock. On the farm it is found to be useful for stack-bottoms, 
and for the bottom of covered yards, and it is very useful for 
thatching purposes. The straw coming from the ordinary 
threshing madiine is somewhat broken and tangled, but if 
put up into press-packed bales it may be sold for about £4 to £5 
per ton. The prospects of making paper from linseed straw 
do not appear to be good. Althotigh it makes a very tough 
paper, it requires such prolonged treatment with alkalies to 
render it of good colour and texture that paper makers are not 
inclined to use much of it at the present time. The chaff 
from the linseed crop consists almost entirdy of the remains 
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of the broken seed capsules. This may be fed to stock in 
the same way as other grain chaff, ewes being particularly 
fond of it. 

It is difficult, under present circumstances, to give more 
than a general idea as to the cost of growing linseed as a farm 
crop. The Society's returns show, in a large number of cases, 
the cost of production to be about £8 los. per acre ; the cost, 
however, should certainly not be more than £10 per acre. 

The figures obtained during the past four years show that 
when using “ La Plata " seed a crop of about 15 cwt. of dressed 
seed, containing 40 per cent, oil, may be expected under moder- 
ately good conditions. At the present time, when the price 
of linseed is about £45 per ton, an average crop should be worth 
£33 155. per acre, without taking account of the straw or the chaff. 
The yield of straw has varied between 21 cwt. per acre and 9 cwt. 
per acre, depending upon whether the soil is good or poor. 
As already stated this can be sold at the present time, if put 
into press-packed bales, at £4 to £5 per ton. There is, in addition, 
about 7^ cwt. of chaff per acre, which has recently sold at 
£5 per ton. The value of the straw and chaff, therefore, may 
be put at about £5 per acre, which brings up the total value 
of the linseed crop to nearly £39 per acre. 

Tho Commerolml Valus of Oil Produoed. — ^The examination of 
English-grown oil has extended over three years. Small 
quantities of the 1915 oil available from laboratory-pressed 
seed were followed by a J-ton lot of the 1916 crop, whilst 3 tons 
of linseed oil from the 1917 crop enabled proper works trials 
to be undertaken. The comparison of the three years' trials 
confirmed the opinion as to the quality of the oil. Its properties 
may be described as those of a super Baltic oil. 

If the quality of the seed is maintained linseed oil from 
English-grown seed will always command the highest price in 
the market. This superiority in quality will go far to neutralise 
any disadvantage arising from higher cost of production. It 
is recognised in the trade that Baltic oil has peculiar properties, 
which make it in especial demand by producers of higher 
grade varnishes and paints. The superiority of the English- 
grown oil, if the supply were assured, would enable manufac- 
turers to be independent of any restriction as to oil from 
Russia. The examination of the linseed cake as a cattle food 
shows that its feeding value tested under war conditions is 
equal to linseed cake at present available. The very favourable 
results obtained may be due to the special parent Argentine 

2 G 2 
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seed and to climatic conditions. From the results of the trials 
which have been carried out it is suggested that a much larger 
acreage be devoted to linseed grown for seed only. 

There is now in England the certainty of producing an 
appreciable quantity of a high-class oil. 


LIQUID MANURE. 

Suggestions for the construction of liquid manure tanks 
have recently been published by the Board and are reproduced 
at p. 431. The object of the present article is to give a few 
notes as to the value and use of liquid manure. 

Value. — ^I'hc urine of animals contains nearly all the potash 
and a great deal of the nitrogen which passes through their 
bodies. It contains only a small amount of the phosphate, 
the bulk of this being voided with the dung. Further, it 
contains these important plant-foods not in solid form but 
in solution, ready for the immediate use o! the plant. 
Moreover, the loss from manure kept in the ordinary way, is, 
owing to fermentation and drainage, a very serious item. 
Liquid manure, howevc;r, by the use of simple appliances and 
by care, can be kept without losing much of its manurial 
value. An average sample, undiluted, should contain up to 
•2 per cent, of nitrogen and 46 per cent, of potash, and 
1,000 gal. are equal in value, roughly speaking, to about 
3 cwt. of kainit and 100 lb. of sulphate of ammonia. At pre- 
war rates the value would be about 4s. (yd. per ton (224 gal.) — 
at present rates considerably more. Irish experiments have 
proved that liquid manure, applied at the rate of 16 tons per 
acre to hay land, gives rather better results than the same 
weight of farmyard manure, or than i cwt. nitrate of soda, 
2 cwt. superphosphate, and 2 cwt. kainit. Fertilisers and 
feeding stuffs are still expensive, and every effort should be 
made to save money on the former by using the manurial 
residues of the latter to their fullest extent. The liquid manure 
should, therefore, certainly not be allowed to run to waste. 
This applies not only to the urine but to the drainage from 
dungsteads, yards, etc. ; this, though not so valuable, should 
also be collected and run into the tank. 

Rmwcm why LiquM Manure has net been muoh ueed. — If liquid 
manure is so valuable, why has its use been comparatively 
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neglected ? The answer to this question depends on several 
factors : — 

(1) It is inconvenient to have to empty the tank 
regularly/* It has been found, however, that one man, 
one horse and one boy with a liquid manure cart, 
can cover about four-fifths of an acre per day, at a 
rate of 1,500 gal. per acre. This quantity would 
represent a month *s supply, undiluted, from about 
40 head of cattle and horses. Even if liberally 
diluted its distribution would not require more than 
a couple of days. 

(2) The storing of liquid manure has been regarded as 
insanitary.” With a properly constructed tank, 
however, this objection is entirely removed. 

(3) ” It is objectionable to handle ** — but with* proper distri- 

buting apparatus very little ” handling ** is required. 

(4) ” It is liable to ' burn * vegetation.’* This is true if the 
liquid is applied too strong, but a little experience will 
soon show how much water should be used to dilute it. 

(5) ” Carts for distributing liquid manure are expensive 
and if of iron are likely to corrode.” Carts with 
iron fittings are expensive and the iron requires careful 
attention, but for practical purposes a wooden 
puncheon or barrel fixed on to a bogey is equally 
effective, distribution being obtained by means of 
a wooden trough with holes. This trough can be 
left in the field and fixed again when the cart returns. 
The length of the trough is generally a little more 
than the width between the wheels of the cart. 

(6) ” Its value has not been sufficiently appreciated and 
its treatment not sufficiently understood.” This is 
probably the true reason for the noglcxt of liquid 
manure. 


The Ueee of Liquid Manure.— Liquid manure is especially use- 
ful for application to the following crops : — 


Crop. 

Meadow Hay 

Autumn-sown catch crops 

Young “ seeds," especially rye-grass 

Aftermath 

Pastures . . 


Time. 

. Autumn to May. 

* I harly spring.* 

. After the first crop. 
. Winter. 


• One or more liberal dressings during February and ]^rch will have 
the effect of forcing the crop and producing a heavy cutting in April or early 
in May, just when supplies of winter forage are running shoii . 
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Crop. Time. 

Cabbages . . . . . . . . . . Spring.* 

Mangolds . . . . . . . . Late spring.* 

Root crops . . . . . . . . Before sowing. 

■tothoil «f Ototribiition.— In some, but not many, cases, 
distribution by irrigation may be possible. In such cases, in 
order to ensure its reaching all the ground, the liquid manure 
should be well diluted before being run over the land. For 
general use, a barrel on the body of a cart, as suggested above, 
with a perforated trough or a fiat semi-circular fan, divided with 
battens, radiating from a box in the centre, into which the tap 
of the barrel delivers, will probably be found the most suitable 
arrangement. The tap will regulate the rate of distribution. 
A permanent system of pipes will only pay under a system of 
intensive culture. 

Dilution. — When applied too strong to grass or growing 
crops liquid manure is apt to “ burn.” No definite rule can 
be given as to the exact amount of water that should be added, 
as the strength of the liquid depends both on the nature of the 
food of the cattle and on the amount of water other than 
urine that runs into the tank. While it is advisable, for 
economy of storage, to allow as little water as possible to enter 
the tank, the water used in washing down a cow-shed will 
contain a certain amount of manurial ingredients and may, 
unless it makes it necessary to empty the tank too often, be 
allowed to run in. In this case there will be little danger of 
" burning ” ; otherwise it will be well to experiment before 
applying the manure. If it is found to burn, then it will be 
necessary to add water. It is also advisable not to apply 
it to growing crops in dry weather, to avoid " burning,” while 
application in wet weather ensures speedier mixing with the 
soil. In the case ol grass land the manure should be applied 
preferably when the grass is wet with dew or rain. When 
applied to uncropped land, no dilution is necessary. 

Rata uf ApplloBtion.— The rate of application will depend 
both on the strength of the liquid and on the number of 
applications to be given in a season. If it be borne in mind 
that 1,000 gal. of average undiluted liquid manure contain 
nitrogen equivalent to loo lb. of sulphate of ammonia, it will 
be easy to regulate the amount. 

Ramarka.— There are two main points to be remembered. 
First, that the more liquid manure is kept from the air, the 
better does it keep its value. No air must reach it through 

• In this case it should be applied and hoed in between the rows with 
as little delay as possible. 
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the top of the tank or through the covering of manholes. 
The second point is that no solid manure must accompany 
the liquid into the tank. The presence of solid manure, 
whether dung or straw, will tend to set up fermentation, and 
fermentation means loss. Another advantage gained by 
keeping the liquid free from solid manure is the greater ease 
with which it can be spread, as soUd matter tends to block the 
distribution holes. To clean these it may be necessary to 
have a boy walking behind the cart. Where solid matter is 
aUowed to get into the tank it is advisable to stir the liquid 
before pumping so as to bring as much of the sediment as 
possible into the cart and thus save the very dirty work of 
clearing out the tank with buckets. With a proper tank, 
however, there should be very little sediment. The design 
given in the article printed below provides for a settling 
chamber which will require regular, but^not frequent, 
cleaning. 

{This article will be issued separately as Leaflet No. 332.) 


PRACTICAL SUGGESTIONS FOR THE 
CONSTRUCTION OF LIQUID MANURE 

TANKS. 

A Dressing of 1,500 gal, of Liquid Manure to the acre is equal to 
applying 150 lb. of Sulphate of Ammonia and 4J cwt. 
of Kainit. 

That such a valuable material should be allowed to run 
absolutely to waste in the majority of farms is not only a loss 
to the individual farmer, but to the nation also. 

With a view to helping agriculturists who are willing to 
collect and utilise this important asset, the Board put forward 
the following suggestions as to suitable means which may be 
adopted for the handling and distribution of Liquid Manure. 

It is estimated that, even at the present time, the cost of the 
whole installation would in most cases be recovered within a 
very short time by the saving in artificials which it would effect. 

The arrangements needed are of the simplest description, 
and, provided the few important details of construction 
described in this article receive careful attention, there should 
be little difficulty either in installing or using the S3retem. 

The installation — ^illustrated in the sectional diagram. Fig. i 
— begins at the drainage chatmel in the cow-house in which 
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Fig. I. — Sectional View of Complete Liquid Manure Installation. 
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the liquid manure is collected. The liquid is led through 
glazed pipes to a settling chamber containing a strainer. From 
the settlhig chamber it may pass either directly, or through 
connecting pipes, to the main storage tank, whence it is pumped 
into distribution carts. 

Dralnacv Channel In Cow-ched. — ^The purpose of this channel 
is to effect the separation of the liquid from the solid in the 
most complete way possible. It is best done by following the 
design shown in Fig. 2 . The actual dimensions there given 
should be adhered to. The half-round channel should be of 
glazed stoneware, the other portions of concrete, with a rendered 
cement face. From the drainage channel the fluid runs through 
glazed pipes jointed in cement, and not less than 6 in. in internal 
diameter, to catch a pit, F'ig. i, where the more solid particles 
collect. 

In order to assist in keeping the pipes clear of ob- 



structions it is a good plan to leave an old chain lying in 
them. By pulling this backwards and forwards between 
inspection pits a clearance is easily affected. Even an old piece 
of wire strand instead of the chain is better than nothing. 

It is advisable to insert a perforated partition (iron 
plate will do) in this chamber to filter off the lighter portions, 
bits of straw, etc. 

The separation plate shoifld be arranged to slide in guides 
so that it can be easily removed. The cleaning of the settling 
chamber and separation plate can be done by opening the man- 
hole cover in the top of the chamber, which is made wide 
enough to allow of the withdrawal of the perforated plate. 

From the separating pit the liquid portions pass out through 
a trapped connection to the main collecting tank. The trap- 
ping may be conveniently effected by inserting a bend at the 
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end of the pipe connecting the sei>aration chamber with the 
main tank, as shown in Fig. i. It is important that' this con- 
nection should be trapped to prevent the escape, and therefore 
waste, of ammonia, which is being continually liberated from 
the liquid in the main tank. 

The settling chamber should be built either in masonry, 
brick work, or concrete rendered on the inside with i in. 
Portland cement and sand, mixed three to one. 

Where possible, it is convenient to arrange so that the 
settling pit and main tank are on a part of the land at a lower 
level than the cow-house and other stables to be drained, 
since this will enable them to be placed with their tops at ground 
level, a matter of convenience when removing the manhole 
covers for cleaning. The pipes must be carefully laid to falls, 
and at every change of direction an inspection cover (see Fig. i), 
must be fitted so that they can be easily rodded through, in 
case they become blocked. 

StoniK6 Tank. — In order to comply with the requirements for 
the production of pure milk, the storage tank must be placed 
as far as it conveniently can from the cow-house. 

The size of the tank should be proportioned to suit the 
head of cattle which it serves, and to the length of time during 
which it may be necessary to leave it undischaiged (owing to 
bad weather, or season of the year). As a general rule it 
will be found that an allowance of 12 to 15 c. ft. of tank 
capacity per head of cattle served ■will meet practical require- 
ments. For convenience of reference, the following table has 
been prepared upon this basis. In the case of the larger tanks 
alternative dimensions are given for deep and shallow tanks, 
since where the site is bad or very wet it will be found ad'visable 
on constructional grounds to use a shallow tank. 


Head 
of 
Stock. 

10 150 937 

15 225 1.400 

20 300 1,870 

30 450 2,720 

50 75 o“'^ 4 , 68 o 

75 I.t25 ■ 7.000 

I 

100 1,500 9,370 


Rectangular. 
Txnglh. Width. Depth, 
ft. ft. ft. in. 

8 X 5x39 
10 X 5 x 4 6 
10 X 5 x 60 


Circular. 

Depth. Diameter, 
ft. in. ft. 
54 x 6 
60x7 
60x8 

70x9 

9 6 X 10 

4 3 X 15 
10 O X 12 
4 6 X 18 

8 6 X 15 

4 9 X *0 


12 X 5x76 
f 12 X 10 X 6 3 deep 

(18 X 12 X 3 6 shallow 

f 12 X 10 X 9 6 deep 

(.20 X 12 X 4 9 shallow 

C 15 X 10 X 10 o deep 
(20 X 15 X 5 o shallow 


Tank Capacity. 
C^'fL^l. 


Tank Dimensions. 
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The selection of the material and type of construction to 
be adopted for the tank are matters so dependent on the local 
conditions and supplies that it is only possible to indicate 
the various designs, without making any comparison between 
them. All tanks should have concrete bottoms, which should 
be reinforced sufficiently to prevent cracking. No illustrations 
of tank designs are given (except the one shown in Fig. i), 
since the variations to suit individual cases are almost limitless, 
but the Board will give advice as to design, and supply the 
names of firms who may be willing to organise the work of 
construction, using the farmers’ materials and rough labour, 
or to tender for the execution of the work complete, when 
applications with full particulars are received. Letters con- 
cerning liquid manure appliances should be addressed to the 
Commercial Secretary, Board of Agriculture ^nd Fisheries, 
72, Victoria Street, London, S.W. i. 

Briok and Masonry Tanks. — In the smaller sizes, these may be 
either rectangular, with arched roofs, or circular in plan, with 
either domed roofs or arched roofs carried on supporting 
joists, but for large, deep tanks the circular type is to be strongly 
recommended. The brickwork side walls should be reinforced 
in the case of the rectangular tanks in all except the smallest 
sizes. Nothing less than 9-in. brickwork vShould ever be used 
in these walls, and all bricks should be laid in Portland cement 
mortar. 

In Situ Conorote, — With suitable reinforcement this material 
may be used for any of the sizes, either round or rectangular, 
for floor, walls and roof. To prevent cracks developing it is 
recommended that some reinforcement should be used in all 
cases, whether strictly required by stress considerations or 
not. 

An alternative in situ construction consists in concrete 
plastering appluid to one of the various steel lathings which 
are on the marked. This method avoids the use of wood 
centring, which is frequently found a difficulty in the hands 
of inexperienced workmen. A flat roof supported on one 
or more joists can be conveniently built with this type of 
reinforcement. 

Conorcto Block and Slab Desisrnt. - It may not infrequently 
happen that the walls and roof of the tank can be more easily 
and cheaply built by the use of the mouldc^d slabs and columns, 
which are commercially obtainable in some districts. The 
slabs used should be scratched (when made) on one side so as 
to give a ''key” to hold the rendering. The circular tank 
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shown in section in Fig. i is of this type. Only three moulds 
are needed for it ; one for the central column, one for the roof 
slabs, and one for the wall slabs, the size and shape of which 
are indicated by broken lines in the diagram. A tank of this 
type can be either made from stock sections or the slabs may 
be cast on the job. 

All tanks, of whatever construction, should be rendered 
inside with | in. or i in. of Portland cement mortar mixed 
three parts of sand to one part of cement ; with this may be 
incorporated, with advantage, one of the water-proofing 
compounds sold for use with Portland cement. 

Great importance attaches to making the tank absolutely 
water-tight and air-tight, since, in order that the ammonia 
may be retained, it is essential that the air space over the 
liquid in the tank should be hermetically sealed. 

Manliole Frame and Cower.- The frame should be securely 
grouted into the concrete of the roof and the cover should be 
rendered air-tight cither by a grease joint or a rubber joint 
ring. 

The Pump. — In selecting a pump for delivering the liquid 
manure into the distributing cart, care should be taken to 
choose a de.sign in which there are no small parts in the valves 
and few moving or wearing parts. The ordinary types of 
chain and bucket pumps have proved unsatisfactory, and it is 
recommended that a pump specially designed for the purpose, 
such as the " Simplex ” or “ Premier,” be employed. What- 
ever pump is used, the joint where il passes through the top of 
the manure tank should he made, and kept, air-tight, either by 
being grouted with Portland cement, or packed with grease packing 
well caulked down. 

The Dletrlbutlng: Cert should have a spraying device capable 
of adjustment and easily cleaned out should it become blocked. 
The wheels should be of large diameter and fitted with broad 
tyres. The weight of the liquid is considerable, and it is 
important that the cart should be able to go out in almost all 
conditions of the ground. The types provided with attached 
pumps are not recommended, because the pump adds to the 
weight and no air-tight joint can be secured at the hole where 
the suction pipe passes into the tank, since it has to be constantly 
moved. 

(This Article is also issued separately as a leaflet, 
known as F.P. 44glS, i.) 
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The agricultural education section of the Royal Show at 
Cardiff included exhibits by the University Colleges of Cardiff, 
The Agricultural Bangor, Aberystwyth and Reading, Roth- 
Education amsted Experimental Station, the Flax 
Exhibitions at the Production Department of the Board, 
Boyal Agricultural the Meteorological Office, the National 
Society’s Show, 1919. Museum of Wales, Cardiff Public Library, 
the National Clean Milk Society, the National UtiUty Poultry 
Society, and the Agricultural Education Association. The 
Cardiff College exhibit covered most sections of agricultural 
science, but the other exhibits were generally restricted to the 
results of recent investigations or to questions of immediate 
importance. The education section may be most conveniently 
described by mentioning some of the more outstanding features, 
grouped according to the branch of agriculture concerned. 

The University College of Cardiff had maps and specimens 
showing the relations between the geological formations and 
types of agriculture in Glamorgan. Sheep farming was shown 
to be general on the higher coal measures, with dair3dng in 
the valleys, whilst arable farming is confined to the lower 
stretches of lias and limestone. 

A more extensive and detailed series of maps summarised 
the present position of the survey of the Paleozoic soils of 
North Wales, which is being carried out by the University 
College at Bangor. The principal soil types have now been 
mapped out and analysed. Tubes containing samples of these 
soil types, divided up into the various fractions — sands, silts, 
clay, etc. — showed that in general they are well balanced and 
contain very little true clay. Soils from considerable areas in 
which farming is carried on successfully are markedly high in 
organic matter and low in lime. 

The exhibit of the Aberystwyth ('.ollege dealt with a problem 
of particular interest in certain parts of Wales, c.g., Cardigan- 
shire, where tracts of soil arc rendered infertile by the presence 
of toxic metals from old mines. The effects are not confined 
to the immediate neighbourhood of the mines, as the metals 
are distributed over considerable areas by the flooding of the 
trenches conducting water from mine to mine, or by the over- 
flowing of rivers which contain in their beds deposits of the 
mine refuse which was formerly run into them. When this 
method of disposal of mine refuse was prohibited, it was built 
up into large heaps, from wliich the toxic metals are now 
distributed by the action of wind. On the affected soils arable 
crops are considerably reduced, especially in dry seasons, and 
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the pastures produce a poor herbage, which is devoid of clover 
and is sometimes poisonous to stock. Experiments in pots and 
fields have demonstrated that, whereas complete manuring 
is without effect, liming is a permanent remedy. 

A series of turfs in the Bangor Collie exhibit illustrated 
the results obtained by the application of various phosphatic 
and calcareous manures to certain types of poor acid pastures 
in North Wales in districts of fairly high rainfall. Super- 
phosphate, ground lime or ground limestone, had produced 
no effect, and whilst superphosphate with lime had brought 
about a slight improvement, basic slag or ground mineral 
phosphate showed very considerable and about equal im- 
provements. On pastures of this type, where superphosphate 
is without effect, ground mineral phosphate is now alwa3^ 
recommended. I'he Rothamsted ejdiibit included a series of 
turfs from normal grass land and from closely adjacent land, 
which showed, both by their herbage and by chemical analysis, 
a rapidly increasing need for lime. Other boxes showed the 
effect of lime starvation on arable soil. Rotation clover had 
failed on a soil deficient in lime, whilst on another portion of 
the same field adequately supplied with lime a good crop of 
clover was secured. 

Several of the Rothamsted exhibits wore devoted to the 
results of experiments with various manures — old and new. 
Specimens of wheat summarised the results of the Broadbalk 
experiments on continuous wheat-growing, and model hay 
stacks showed the effects of various systems of manuring 
meadow hay, bringing out both the effects on total yield and on 
the quality of the hay produced. Experiments with equal 
quantities of farmyard manure which had been stored under 
cover and in tlie open gave an increase of about 15 per cent, 
as a result of storing under cover. Another exhibit illustrated 
the beneficial effects of residues of farmyard manure, as com- 
pared with the residues of artificial manures, on clover and 
through the clover on the succeeding crop, the facts in relation 
to which were recorded in this Journal for May, 1919, p. 124. 
This new demonstration of the importance of farmyard manure 
added even to the intrinsic interest of samples of artificial 
farmyard manure, also included in the Rothamsted exhibits. 
These samples were prepared by fermenting straw, and re- 
sembled ordinary farmyard manure both in appearance and 
in content of nitrogen and organic matter. Several new 
fertilisers which have given promising results were also shown ; 
they included potassium chloride prepared from blast furnace 
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dust, activated sewage sludge containing 7 per cent, of nitrogen, 
and two fertilisers from waste products of the War — ammonium 
nitrate and a material prepared by decomposing cofdite. 
Amongst other war products under investigation are poison 
gases, which are being used for the partial sterilisation of 
" sick ” greenhouse soils ; and acetone tar, which has given 
very satisfactory results as a seed dressing for protection 
against birds. 

The University College of Bangor had a collection of oats 
and grasses at present under investigation in North Wales, 
and the University College of Cardiff showed specimens of 
plants which were poisonous to stock or which tainted milk. 

The Flax Production Branch of the Board of Agriculture 
showed photographs of the farming operations in the cultivation 
of flax, which now occupies about 13,000 acres. There were 
also exhibited samples of flax from several centres, and of the 
by-products, linseed oil and cake, and samples illustrating the 
progressive stages in the conversion of the harvested crop into 
flax fibre and articles manufactured therefrom, e.g., aeroplane 
cloths, thread, cording, ships’ canvas and tow. 

Several exhibits dealt with the fungoid and insect pests of 
the farm and garden. University College, Reading, showed a 
comprehensive series of excellent coloured diagrams and 
specimens of pests. The National Museum of Wales exhibited 
many cases of insects and the damage caused by them, and 
also useful birds with descriptions of their food. The exhibit 
of Rothamsted differed from these in that it was confined to 
one species of each. The fungus Botrytis cinerea was shown 
growing on such varied hosts as apples, tomatoes, onions, lettuce, 
potato-haulm, and tropical fruits, thus showing a wide dis- 
tribution. The ease with which it spreads was illustrated by 
large diagrams of the fungus and by the germination of the 
sclerotia formed in the previous winter on weeds. The wire- 
worm was shown in various stages of development : the egg, 
the larva or wireworm at various ages from five days to five 
years, the pupa and the perfect insect or click beetle. Other 
cases contained the larva, pupa, and beetle of the more common 
species of click beetles, closely allied and less injurious species, 
and a collection of other animals, some of them beneficial, 
which are sometimes mistaken for wireworms. 

The National Clean Milk Society’s exhibit aroused con- 
siderable interest in the need for and the possibility of pro- 
ducing clean milk. The unsatisfactory condition of the 
present milk supply was fordbly brought out by tables giving 
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the results of bacteriological examination of milk as supplied 
to Ixindon Hospitals and Schools for Mothers. The numbers 
of bacteria were exceedingly high; every sample examined 
showed the presence of organisms derived from manure ; and 
in 10 per cent, of the samples living tubercle bacilli were found. 
Photographs showed the extremely unhygienic conditions under 
which much milk is being produced at the present time, and, 
by way of contrast, further photographs and a model bam 
from farms now producing Grade A milk in this country. It 
is maintained by the Society that such modern equipment is 
not essential, and that under the conditions obtaiping on an 
ordinary farm it is possible to produce clean milk from healthy 
cows, provided careful attention is given to the cleanliness of 
utensils, the grooming of the cows, the use of a covered milking 
pail, the immediate cooling of the milk, etc. Charts showed 
that clean cooled milk had kept twice as long as ordinary un- 
cooled tnilV under all the conditions tested, and illustrated 
the importance of storing milk at the lowest temperature 
jKJssible. 

In view of the frequent contamination of milk from the 
manure heap an investigation is being carried out at University 
College, Reading, on the presence and viability of tubercle 
bacilli in the fa;ces of apparently healthy cows. Of 264 
cows examined, 5 were found to be excreting living tubercle 
bacilli in then dung, and it was shown that the bacilli can 
live at least four months in dung applied to pasture land and 
at least twelve months in stored manure. A bacteriological 
examination, conducted over a long period, of milk collected 
in the ordinary and in the covered milking pail, proved that, pro- 
vided both were sterilised, the covered p^ gave much cleaner 
milk, but that, unless the sterilising be done, the covered 
paU may serve as a somce of contamination and give less clean 
milk than the open pail, ovWng to the greater difficulty of 
thoroughly cleaning it. 

The daily weather forecasts issued by the Meteorological 
Office were examined throughout the week by many 
anxious farmers, and served to stimulate interest in the 
instruments and methods for making such forecasts. At the 
Climatological Station demonstrations were given of the 
measurement of temperature, rainfall, sunshine, etc., and of 
the use of balloons for determining the direction and velocity 
of the currents in the upper air. Of particular interest to the 
fanner were the charts showing the weather conditions favour- 
able for large crops in the Eastern counties of England, and 
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diagrams showing the increased crops of grass, oats and clover 
after high rainfall in April and May, and the lower 3neld of 
-ysrheat after heavy autumn rainfall. 

t The National Museum of Wales exhibited an interesting 
collection of old farm implements and tools, and the Cardiff 
Public Library a large collection of old books on agriculture 
and rural economy, horticulture, botany, survejdng, and allied 
subjects. 

There can be no doubt that the Agricultural Education 
Exhibition of the Show continues to fulfil a most useful function, 
bringing together for the benefit of farmers, technical workers 
and the public, some of the principal aspects of the work being 
conducted at the research stations and agricultural colleges. 
One of the most prominent featimes this year was the presence 
of very large numbers of deeply interested overseas soldier 
agriculturists. 


The following Note has been contributed by Mr. Castell Wrey 
and Mr. G. W. Oliyc, M.A. ; — 

The experiments here described are being 
Report of Manurial carried out on the Apethorpe Estate of 
Tri^ e^ied out jjajor Leonard Brassey, M.P., Northamp- 
*’^state duri^* tonshire. The estate comprises 2,800 
1917 - 18 . acres of land (half arable) on heavy cold 
clay belonging to the Upper Estuarine 
series l5dng upon Great Oohte limestone. It is not highly fertile 
land, but much has been done to improve its productivity. 
The question of manurial treatment is naturally one of much 
importance, and it was decided, therefore, to conduct trials on 
the land. It was felt that these trials would have an added 
value in that the scheme would j)rovide an opportunity for boys 
at the school (Oundle) to take part in co-opt-rative work of a 
research nature. 

The trials were framed to supply information upon such 
points as (i) the most economical manuring ; (2) the most 
productive manuring ; (3) the value to the land of manuring 
with such manures as sulphate of iron and sulpho potash. 

There are a few features in regard to the applications of 
manure described in the following pages that need a word of 
explanation. Some of the applications might certainly be 
regarded as excessive. These applications, however, were 
intentionally so, in order to determine whether heavy outlay 
on manures is justifiable under the present conditions. Again, 

2 H 
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an autumn dressing of soluble nitrogenous manures is unusual ; 
but the possibility of washing through is reduced for the reason 
that the average annual rainfall is low in this locality, viz., 
22 •5-25 in. Moreover, it is frequently the case that a relatively 


Table I. 




Straw 

Good 

Tail 

Total 

Plot 

Manures. 

Corn 

Corn 

Corn 


per Acre. 

per Acre. 

per Acre 

per Acre. 



lb. 

lb. 

lb. 

bush. lb. 

I 

No Manure 

2.421 

1,093 

122* 

20 

15 

2 

10 tons Farmyard Manure 

3»2io 

1.504 

170 

27 

54 

3 

^4 cwl. Basic Slag 

3.5«9 

1,450 

II7 

26 

7 

4 

10 tons Farmyard Manure 

4 cwt. Basic iUag 

j 2.762 

1,533 

II4 

27 

27 

5 

1 cwt. Sulphate of Ammonia . . 

4 cwt. Basic Slag 

1 2,912 

X.5331 

188 

28 

41 

6 

2 cwt. Sulphate of Ammonia . . 

4 cwt. Basic Slag 

1 3.0&1 

1,6581 

144 

30 

2 

7 

3 cwt. Sulphate of Ammonia* 

4 cwt. Basic Slag 

j 2.935 

1.685 

130 

30 

15 

8 

3 cwt. Nitrate of Soda* 

4 cwt. Basic Slag , . . . 

1 3.144 

L725, 

122 

30 

47 

9 

10 tons Farmyard Manure 

4 cwt Basic Slag 

1 2,762 

1,770 

114 

31 

24 


3 cwt. Sulphate of Ammonia* 

zo 

3 cwt. Sulphate of Ammonia* 

2.952 

1,749 

II2 

31 

I 

zz 

10 cwt. Lime 

2,480 

1.453 

120 

26 

13 

12 

4 cwl. Superphosphate 

2,645 

1,456 

i73 

27 

9 

13 

M 

10 cwt. Lime 

4 cwt. Superphosphate 

3 cwt. Sulphate of Ammonia* 

1 2,632 
/ 

I. 610 

176 

29 

46 

10 cwt. lime j 

r 2,912 

L7I7 

173 

31 

30 

15 

4 cwt. Superphosphate 

10 tons Farmyard Manure 

1 

3 cwt. Sulphate of Ammonia * , 

io cwt. lime 

>3.584 

1,792 

162 

32 

34 

z6 

4 cwt. Superphosphate 

1 cwt. Sulpho Potash. . 

1 

2,240 

1,469 

125 i 

26 

34 

*7 

3 cwt. Sulphate of Ammonia* 

1 cwt. Sulpho Potash . . 

[ 2,«0l 

1,813 

146 

32 

39 

x8 

4 cwt. Basic Slag 

1 
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3 cwt. Sulphate of Ammonia* 

I cwt. Sulpho Potash . . 

IO tons Farmyard Manure 

4 cwt. Basic Slag 

j* 2.086 

1-744 

II2 

112 j 

30 

56 

1 




>2,912 

1,741 




3 cwt. Sulphate of Ammonia* 

I cwt. Sulpho Potash . . 

30 

53 

) 


i 

20 

I cwt. Sulphate of Iron 

4 cwt. Basic Slag 

1 2,442 

1,600 

122 1 

28 

42 

az 

I cwt. Sulphate of Iron 

IO cwt. lime 

1 2,240 

1,482 

165 

27 

27 

22 

I cwt. Sulphate of Iron 

2,229 

1.440 

176 

26 

56 

*3, 

I cwt. Sulphate of Iron 

[2,389 



I cwt. Sulpho Potash , . 

1.509 

133 

27 

22 

24 

No Manure 

3^.904 

1,098 

136 

20 

34 


*A 8 teriskl indicates both Autumn and Spring dressings for Sulphate of 
Ammonia and Nitrate of Soda in equal quantities, i,e. ifcwt. Z4th November 
and cwt. a5th April. Without asterisks Spring dressing onlv. 
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Dates of Application of Manures . — 

Farmyard Manure, 23rd October, 

Basic Slag, ist November. 

Sulphate of Ammonia, t4th November, 25th April. 

Nitrate of Soda, 14th November, 25th April. 

Superphosphate, 2nd November. 

Lime, i8th December. 

Sulpho Potash, 15th November. 

Sulphate of Iron, 15th November. 

small amount of rain falls during the later months of the year. 
For the year ending August, 1918. the rainfall was 17-8 in. 
Another reason suggested itself, namely, ’ that considerable 
benefit might accrue from an autumnal nitrogenous dressing on 
^ cold soil. It was originally intended to apply the lime earlier 
than December, but delay owing to war conditions prevented 
this. The same remark applies to farmyard manure. 

The trials occupy about 15 acres on a slope facing south. 
A stream runs along the base of the slope, so that there is a good 
natural drainage. The plots are arranged in parallel strips 
running north and south, and are separated by smaller strips 
sown with peas. The size of each plot is |ths of an acre. The 
soil does not vary over the whole area and, as mentioned above, 
is a heavy clay. The previous crop was clover, one crop of 
which was made into hay.^ The land was ploughed during the 
first days of September, 1917. The wheat. Red Standard, was 
sown 2 bush, to the acre on October 23rd and 24th. 

Table I. records the dressings given, the dates of applications, 
and the yields obtained per acre. 

The crops were cut on 6th and 7th August. A five-feet cut 
through the north end of all the plots was removed and ignored. 
This end suffered inequalities through inspection by visitors 
and through other causes. The crop from each plot was 
stacked separately. 

The trials proved to be a fertile source of interesting experi- 
mental work, though much that would have been done in 
normal times was not done. A chemical analysis of the soil 
was made (Table II.). 

The rainfall during the period of the trials, in inches, was as 
follows; 1917, September 2-12, October z-qi, November -94, 
December -60 ; 1918, January 1-65, February i-02, March -6, 
April- 2 -67, May 1-76, June -35, July 2-3, August -9, Septem- 
ber 4-4. 

Calculations based on the results of the trials are set out in 
Tables III. and IV. This gives in detail the cost of manuring 
and the -value of the crop for each plot. It does not give the 

2 H 2 
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Table II . — Chemical Analysis of Soil. 


Moisture 

Loss on Ignition 

Nitrogen 

3 * 4 X 

II ‘33 
•258 

Alumina Al^O, 

7*90 

Ferric Oxide FejOj 

7*71 

Magnesia MgO 

a trace. 

IJme CaO 

2*37 

Carbonates as CaCOg 

5*67 

Potash Kg 0— Total 

•851 

Potash KgO — Available 

•024 

Phosphbric Acid P^Og — Total 

*150 . 

Phosphoric Acid PflOg — Available . . 

•019 


Table III . — Details of Labour, Cost of Manures, Price of Com 
and Straw used in Calculation of Table IV. 

Area of each Plot = f acre. 

(r) Labour for Applying Manures. 


Plots. 


f 

I 

2, 4, 9, I5» 19 . . I 

3. 4» 5. 6, 7, 8, 9, i8, j 

19, 20, 12, 13, 14,' 

7, 8, 9, 10,14, 15, 17, 
18, 19. 

16, ly , 18, 19, 20, 21, 
22, 23. 

II, 13, 14, 15, 21 . . 

5, 6, 7. 8. 9, 10, 14, 15, 
17, 18, 19. 


Per ton. 

(2) Cost of Manures. £ s. d. 

Farmyard Manure . . . . . . 050 

Basic Slag 3180 

Superphosphate .. .. .. .. 5170 

Sulphate of Ammonia . . . . . , 15 15 o 

Nitrate of Soda . . . . . . . . 22 10 o 

Lime , . . . . . . , , , i 10 o 

Sulpho Potash . . . . . , . . 506 

Sulphate of Iron . . . . , . . . 900 

(3) Price of Corn and Straw, 

Good Corn 
Tail Com 
Straw 


Date. 

Labour. 

Co.st. 

Oct. 23 

Oct. 24 

Oct. 25 
Nov. I 

2 Men, 2 Horses. Carting Manure, 

I day 

2 Men, 2 Horses. Carting Manure, 

I day , 

1 Man. ^reading Manure, i day 

2 Men. Sowing Artificials, f day 

185. 

185. 

4S. 

65. 

Nov. 2 
Nov. 14 

2 Men. Sowing Artificials, f day 

2 Men. Sowing Artificials, J day 

6 s. 

45. 

Nov. 15 

2 Men. Sowing Artificials, J day 

45. 

Dec. 18 

Apl.25 

1 Man, I Boy, i Horse. Sowing 
Lime, | day 

2 Men. Sowing Artificials, | day 

los 6 d. 
6 s. 


75s. 6d. per qr. 
67s. td. „ 

55$. per ton. 
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total cost of production in each case. To arrive at an estimate 
of the actual profit per acre it would be merely necessary to 
subtract a value representing the cost of production from the 
values of column 7 of Table IV. Some of the prices used in 
making these calculations are shown in Table III. i;.j 

OonolHtloii*. — I. All applications of manure gave a bigger 
yield than no manure. 

2. Three cwt. of sulphate of ammonia + i cwt. sulpho potash 
gave the biggest yield of grain [Table I., Plot 17] and the biggest 
cash return [Table IV., Plot 17]. 

3. Large quantities of artificials in addition to farmyard 
manure gave big yields of corn and straw, but a big cash loss 
[Table I, Plots 9, 15, 19 ; Table IV., Plots 9, 15, 19]. 

4. Any form of available nitrogenous manvire such as sulphate 
of ammonia or nitrate of soda gave a considerable increase in 
both grain and straw. 

5. An autumn dressing of sulphate of ammonia had a marked 
beneficial influence on crop production. 

6. Considered from the results of the first year, it was 

apparently a sounder investment to apply 3 ewt. of sulphate of 
ammonia than 10 tons of farmyard manure [Table IV., Plots 
2, 10]. 3 cwt. of sulphate of ammonia gave a profit of {,2 $s. 6 d. 
more per acre than 10 tons farmyard manure. , 

7. Basic slag by itself was a profitable manure, by reason of 
the weight of straw produced [Table I., Plot 3 ; Table IV., 
Plot 3]. 

8. Superphosphate and lime together gave more grain but 
less straw than basic slag, but in the quantities as used (i.e., 
4 cwt. basic slag to 4 cwt. superphosphate and 10 tons lime) 
basic slag was more profitable [Table I., Plots 3, 13 ; Table IV., 
Plots 3, 13]. 

9. Four cwt. basic slag + 3 cwt. nitrate of soda gave a 
somewhat bigger yield of both grain and straw than 4 cwt. 
basic slag + 3 cwt. sulphate of ammonia [Table L, Plots 7, 8]. 
The higher price of nitrate of soda, however, made it less 
profitable to use [Table IV., Plots 7, 8]. 

10. Both sulphate of iron and sulpho potash had a beneficial 
effect on the production of grain, but not of straw. 

11. Any single added substance, whether a recognised 
fertiliser or an outside substance, such as sulphate of iron, 
caused approximately the same increase in crop, but the 
addition of nitrogen gave further increase. 

12. Plots 18 and 19 indicate that the effect is only that of 
sulfate of ammonia 
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One point at least remains to be settled. The residual value 
of the various applications of manme must be determined. 
To obtain information in this direction the plots have been sown 
with barley in 1919 without the application of any manure 
whatsoever. It was intended to sow autumn wheat, but 
weather and labour difficulties have made this impossible. 

Interesting botanical and chemical iVork also await comple- 
tion : for example, a determination of the influence of the various 
manurial treatments upon the anatomical structure of the straw 
and the composition of the grain and straw. 

In presenting the report upon these field trials gratitude 
must be expressed to Major Leonard Bra,ssey, M.P., of 
Apethorpe Hall, Peterborough, and to Mr. F. W. Sanderson, 
Headmaster of Oundle School. The former provided the land, 
supplied labour, etc., financed the scheme of manuring, and 
showed every sympathy with the efforts of the writers ; the 
latter gave generous support, enthusiasm, and stimulus, and 
by these means the trials were made possible. 


The importance to agriculture of Reformatory and Industrial 
Schools situated in rural districts consists (a) in the immediate 
supply of labour of a certain type that 
they afford to farmers in the neighbour- 
Kefornuitorj and (b) in the interest awakened as 

Industrial Schools.* regards allotments, etc., in the case of 
those boys who do not take up an 
agricultural life ; and (c) in the potential source of skilled 
agricultural workers that they form. 

The first two considerations may be briefly dismissed — 

(a) While it was in the interests of food production during 
the War that the labour of the boys should be so utilised, it 
cannot be pretended that the practice is permanently to the 
benefit of either the boys or the nation. The work leads 
nowhere ; it is generally of a more or less unskilled character, 
such as hoeing, singling, weeding or planting, work for which 
low-grade labour of the casual type is often employed ; and the 
fact that the bojrs may be hired out at less than the full local 
rate of wages for boys of the same age is a disadvantage rather 
than otherwise. 


• Training in Farm and Garden Work in Reformatory and Industrial 
Schools, H.M. Stationery Office, 2d, net. 
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( 6 ) In the case of boys who enter industrial employment 
from these schools, it is true that such farm training as they 
receive! is not lost if they take up rural work later in life (and 
such training makes this easier) or if they combine allotment- 
holding or poultry-keeping with their ordinary occupation ; 
yet the maximum use is not being made of the training, and 
these boys would more properly be replaced at the schools by 
those for whom a career on the land is definitely intended. 

It is in the possibility of their training skilled farm workers 
tliat the importance to agriculture of these schools chiefly lies. 
On an ordinary farm tht! boy picks up his knowledge and 
develops his skill as best he can in the ordinary course of the 
work ; he is looked upon as a worker, and only in rare cases 
as a person to be trained for future usefulness. It is not 
surprising that under this system a shortage of men capable of 
undertaking the more highly skilled operations of the farm 
has arisen and that complaints have been frequent of the lack 
of intercist shown by the boys in their work. 

Special facilities exist at these rural reformatory schools for 
giving such training, and it is with the view of producing 
“ a continuous succession of intelligent young workers fully 
cognisant of the methods of scientific farming, with a thorough 
knowledge of labour-.saving devices, ready and able to cope 
vdth new methods and to work on business-like lines ” that 
the Home Office have been considering the reorganisation 
of the systems of training adopted, so that the utmost use 
might be made of these facilities. 

The Report under notice contains an account by an Inspector 
of the Board of hMucation (Mr. J. O. Peet) on the present 
conditions of training at 12 schools visited, together with 
sugg('!.lions for their improvement from the point of view above- 
mentioned. The following is a list of the schools visited : — 


Reformatory Schools. 

Acreage. 

No. of Boys. 

Bradwall, Cheshire 

32 

80 

Calder Farm, Yorkshire 

173 

140 

Castle Howard, Yorkshire 

100 

90 

Fylde Farm, Lancashire 

85 

130 

Hardwicke, (rloucestershire .... 

120 

92 

Hertford, Hertfordshire . . 

71 

132 

Kerrison, Suffolk 

170 

. . 120 

Little Mill, Monmouthshire 

41 

70 

St. William's, Yorkshire 

270 

225 

Stoke Farm, Worcestershire 
Industrial Schools. 

100 

90 

Church Farm, Hertfordshire . , 

200 

.. go 

Purbrook, Hamx^shire . . 

17 

93 
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The Inspector’s report recommends, broadly speaking, two 
kinds of courses ; («) the lighter work of market gardening 
and fruit-growing ; (b) the heavier operations of skilled farm 
work. The first course is suitable for industrial schools, where 
few boys remain beyond the age of 15 years and 3 months, and 
for the younger boys in the reformatory schools ; the skilled 
operations of general farming are only suitable for the older 
boys in the reformatory schools. There is much light work 
.such as boys can do, and there arc many skilled operations in 
which they can be instructed in market gardening and fruit 
culture ; propagation of fruit and flowers and the management 
of glasshouses and garden frames would be quite suitable. 
On the other hand, in reformatory schools, farm training in 
such directions as work with horses, management of live stock, 
stacking, thatching and hedging, can be carried to a stage at 
which it produces valuable skilled workers, able, as a result, to 
command a good wage immediately on leaving. 

Suggestions are made by the Inspector with regard to the 
syllabuses in the subjects above mentioned. Further, since 
it is not possible, except on very large farms, for more than a 
small numlxir of boys to .secure the amount of practice in skilled 
farm operations which is desirable, it is suggested that a section 
of the boys might be trained as farm and garden workers with 
a special knowledge of machinery and repairs. Boys with this 
kind of training would be valuable farm workers and would 
find ready and comparatively well-paid employment on the 
larger farms. 

In parenthesis it may be remarked that various “ practical 
agricultural ” subjects, such as gardening, poultry-keeping, 
bee-keeping, wood-work and metal-work, possess much merit as 
subjects of general education if properly handled, particularly 
for boys who are being trained as manual workers. There are, 
moreover, certain “ general ” subjects of great value to boys 
taking up an agricultural or horticultural career ; thus boys 
who rise to positions as head gardeners or as farm bailiffs or 
foremen will be required to measure areas, keep accounts and 
possibly to take levels, so that older boys should be taught 
simple surve3nng, levelliifg and accounts. 

Lastly, with regard to teaching staffs, it appears that at 
present some reorganisation is necessary, as the schools are 
understaffed ; the teachers of general subjects have in the 
past not been chosen because of any knowledge of rural work 
or of sympathy with rural ideals (so that the schoolroom work is 
little influenced by the rural environment), and there is almost 
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entire want of collaboration and correlation between the 
schoolroom teacher and the workshop or outdoor instructor. 
The teacher is often uncertain of his groimd, but looks down 
upon the instructor as an uneducated man, whilst the instructor 
views the teacher as an amateur. The solution lies, it is 
suggested, in obtaining teachers trained and interested in the 
special work of the school and (in many cases) in engaging 
better educated instructors. 


The Board have resceived the following note from 
Mr. A. W. Oldershaw, B.Sc., County Agricultural 

Organiser for East Suffolk. 

^ su e The. writer has had under observation 

Eg age. some time a method of making silage 
practised by Mr. Wm. Makens, of Colney, Norwich. In place 
of a silo Mr. Makens uses a pit about 4 ft. deep, 25 yd. long 
and about .5 yd. wide. The sides have a slight slope, which 
prevents access of air and allows for shrinkage of the silage. 
The pit, when quite full, holds the produce of 50 acres of 
lucerne, or sufficient to keep 100 cows for 6 months. 

After the lucerne has been cut it is carted to the pit without 
chaffing. To avoid any strong smell from the finished product 
the crop should lie a day or so before carting — ^this must, 
however, depend on the weather. If the crop is carted very 
green the smell is apt to be offensive, hence it is better to allow 
the crop to wilt. Five or 6 acres of lucerne are carted in a 
day. Carting is carried on for 2 days, the work then being 
left for I day and again proceeded with for a further 2 
days. As regards the labour required, 2 men are wanted 
at the heap, 3 men to put the crop into rows in the field, 2 men 
to pitch and i man to load. 

)^en the pit is being filled, the first few loads are tipped 
in at each end, to enable the horses to draw the succeeding 
loads toward the centre, as one would draw over a heap of 
farmyard manure. When the lucerne in the pit is level with 
the surrounding ground the loaded carts go over it, and as it 
gets higher horses walk about on it. Cartii^ continues until 
the heap stands about 12 ft. above the level of the ground, or 
as high as it can be made without rendering it impossible 




Fig. 2 — Back View cf Silo. 



1919 ] ^ Simple Method of Making Silage. 


451 


for the horses to draw up the loads. The sides and ends are 
then roughly cut and squared and the whole is topped up and 
roofed with earth by hand like a mangold clamp (see Figs. 1-3). 
The pre-war cost of filling worked out at about 7s. per acre. 

Ih addition to the pit described above, Mr. Makens has two 
rather smellier pits. He has successfully made silage in this 
way for about 30 years from lucerne, sainfoin, vetches and 
trifolium, all unchaffed. Only once has the method been a 
failure and this was, in Mr. Makens’ opinion, due to carting 
the crop when it was too wet. 

The writer thoroughly examined the silage made by this 
method, and has found it of excellent quality. The material, 
being unchaffed, is fed to the cattle from racks, like hay. 
When carefully carted over and covered up there is very little 
waste on the sides or top of the pit. This method of making 
silage appears to be so successful that, where it can con- 
veniently be adopted, there seems to be very little justification 
for the erection of costly silos, particularly at the present time 
when the price of materials is so high. 

On sandy soil, such as that farmed by Mr. Makens, the 
cost of excavating a pit of the type indicated is not great, and 
work can be done at slack times. The sandy nature of the 
soil, moreover, obviates the need for any special drainage 
system. If a silo of this “ trench ” type were made on heavy 
land, the site would have to be carefully chosen so that good 
drainage could be provided, to take away all surface and 
underground water. Probably such a trench might be made 
near a deep ditch, and pipe dreiins arranged to take away the 
water. It is possible, although not certain, that it might 
be an improvement to put a layer of concrete on the sides and 
floor of the trench. 

Analyses* of Silage made in Mr. Makens' “ Trench” Silo. 


Lucerne, Trifolium, 

Per cent. Per cent. 


Moisture 



49*00 


65- 88 

Oil 



0*82 


0-94 

Albuminoids . . 



8*62 


4- 69 

Carbohydrates . . 



1 8* 74 


13-36 

Fibre 



1909 


11-89 

Ash 

. . 

. . 

3-73 

• • 

3-24 


100*00 . . 100*00 


* Carried out by the courtesy of Mr. G. S. Robertson, M.Sc. , of Chelmsford. 
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A Decree was promulgated on 25th April, 1919, whidh 
provided for the constitution of Departmental and Regional 
Chambers of Agriculture in France, and 
Form^ion of lines along which they should 

of Agricnltnre. work. The mam provisions of the Decree 
are as follows : — 

Departmental Chambers of Agriculture . — ^The activities of 
each departmental chamber will be controlled by a council 
of 5 honorary members appointed by the General Council and 
the Director of Agricultural Services. Two of these members 
will be members of the General Council, the remainder repre- 
senting the principal agricultural groups of the district. The 
council members must themselves have farmed land in the 
department for not less than 10 years or have occupied posts 
in agricultural associations for not less than 5 years. 

The members of the council are elected for 5 years. At the 
beginning of each annual session one councillor retires and a 
fresh one is elected ; members can, however, be re-elected. 
Two members of the council are appointed as delegates to the 
council of the regional agricultural chamber. 

The staff of each departmental chamber will consist of a 
president and a secretary. The president must call a meeting 
at least once a quarter. In the event of a division he has the 
casting vote. 

It is the duty of the council before ist November to prepare 
their programme for the ensuing year in consultation with the 
local agricultural associations. This programme should com- 
prise crop experiments, selection of seed, experiments with 
manures, sprays, etc., improvement of live stock, selection of 
breeding stock, experiments with feeding stuffs, veterinary 
science, vine cultme, cider-making, butter, cheese, jam- 
making, etc. Every effort should be made to disseminate the 
information thus obtained. * 

The council must then prepare and forward to the regional 
chamber financial estimates based on the work which they 
propose to undertake. After examination by the regional 
chamber and the Council of General Agricultural Inspection 
the estimates are forwarded to the Minister of Agriculture for 
decision as to the Government grant to be paid. 

The departmental chamber must forward a report each year 
through the regional chamber to the Minister on the work 
carried out and the results obtained. 

Regional Chambers of Agriculture . — ^The Decree provides for 
tlie creation of a regional chamber in each agricultural division 
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in the country. Apart from the general inspector for agricul- 
ture of the region, the council of the regional chamber consists 
of two delegates from each departmental chamber. The 
members serve in an honorary capacity and their membership 
terminates when they retire from the departmental chambers. 
The official staff consists of a president, 2 vice-presidents and a 
secretary, who are appointed for 5 years and can be re-elected. 

A meeting must be held at least twice annually to consider 
the proposals and expenditure of the departmental chambers. 
In formulating its own scheme, the regional chamber must 
have regard to the proposals of the departmental chambers 
and the general agricultural conditions within the district. 
The scheme must be submitted to the Minister before 15th 
December. 

The regional chamber will make recommendations to the 
Minister with regard to the grants to be made by the State 
to the departmental chambers. An annual report is made to 
the Minister by the regional chamber on its own work and that 
of the departmental chambers. 


A Note published in the issue of the International Review of Agri- 
cultural Economics for April, 1919, gives particulars of a new Code 
issued by the Cierman Cjovernment on 30th 
Now Agricultural January last intended to regulate conditions 
Labourers* Code in of labour on the land, to check the exodus from 

G-erinanj. rural districts and to attract urban wage- 

earners to agriculture. The main provisions 
of the Agricultural Labourers’ Code arc as follows : — 

Hours of Labour , — ^Thc number of daily hours of labour is not to 
exceed, on an average, eight for four months of the year, ten for another 
four months and eleven for the remaining four months. Payment for 
overtime is at a special rate. The time spent in going and coming 
between the farm and the place of work is included in working hours, 
but not the interval for xest nor the time spent in baiting horses or 
oxen. In the summer half of the year at least two hours a day rest 
must be allowed. 

Wages. — ^As a rule wages in cash must be paid by the week. Where 
payment is partly in kind the produce paid must be of the average 
quality of the year’s crop and must be measured by the metric system. 
Payments in Idnd must be made quarterly in so far as the nature and 
use of the produce allow. Where the produce due as wages in kind 
cannot be delivered its value must be paid in cash, reckoned according 
to the official maximum producers’ prices, or, failing such, according 
to the maximum prices obtaining in the nearest market. 
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Since dwelling accommodation, allotment and other allowances often 
form part of labourers* pay, they must, if they have been guaranteed 
by the employer as part of such pay and if they have no market value, 
have their monetary value determined and recorded in writing. 

When contracts of service have been concluded for the period of a 
year the pay must be distributed evenly over the various seasons. 
Should there be a breach of a contract of service the deduction from 
wages by way of penalty must not exceed one-fourth of the cash wage due, 
and in the aggregate such deductions must not exceed fifteen times the 
local standard daily wage for common labour, as laid down in the 
National Insurance Code. 

At least one-tenth of the local standard daily wage, as laid down in 
the National Insurance ('ode, plus a 50 per cent, bonus, mtfst be taken 
as the hourly rate of payment for overtime. In estimating payment 
for overtime the time occupied in baiting and looking after cattle must be 
reckoned as overtime unless it be the local custom to include this work 
in the contract of service. Other urgent kinds of work done on Sundays 
and holidays must be paid for at the rate of double the daily wage 
locally current under the National Insurance Code. 

Workers* Committees, — ^The new Code provides that a workeis* 
committee shall be formed for each farm or other agricultural uhit, 
and shall draw up working rules to be conspicuously posted within the 
farm. 

Protection of Women Workers, — ^Women agricultural workers who 
have charge of a household must be released from work in time to 
allow them to return home an hour before the principal mealtime. 
They must be released from work on Christmas Eve, Easter Eve, and 
the day before Whit Sunday. If they have the care of a large house- 
hold or if they board workers not belonging to their own family they 
must not be obliged to work, except in cases of necessity, to an extent 
which seriously interferes with the performance of their domestic 
duties. 

Dwelling Accommodation, — ^House accommodation must be un- 
exceptional from a moral and a sanitary point of view. In the case of 
a married couple it must be adequate, allowing for the number and 
sex of children. The dwellings of unmarried labourers must be durable, 
must admit of being locked up, and must be furnished at least with a 
table, bed, chair, lock-up cupboard, and washing accommodation. 

Cancelling of Contracts of Service, — Violence, coarse insults, immoral 
incitements in the couise of employment, obstinate refusal or neglect 
to fulfil duties, repeated irregularity in pa3dng wages, bad food, in- 
sanitary housing, constitute sufficient grounds for the cancelling of a 
contract of service, but not political activity or agitation in connection 
with trade unions. 

The Code also provides for safeguarding the interests of pensioners, 
especially disabled soldiers, for the prevention and settlement of labour 
disputes and for joint consultations between the employers' associations 
and the agricultural labourers* delegates. 
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May SuppUta. — In reply to Sir A. Lister. theUnder-Secrctary of State 
for War stated that he was not aware that horses and cattle belonging 
to farmers were suffering from want of hay. 

Parliamentarj Any farmer who was not satisfied that suffi- 
Bepliet to Questions cient hay had been left him for his own 
affecting Agriculture, stock had a right of appeal under Army Council 
V ‘ Otder of the 30th July, 1918,* to the farm 

produce county committee of his county, and that committee had 
absolute discretion to decide the quantity that should be left him. 
Where a farmer’s hay was held by the War Department, and delivery 
had not yet been taken, and the farmer, though he did not appeal under 
the Army C’ouncil Order referred to, now found that he had not sufficient 
for his own stock until the 1919 crop comes into use. he should apply 
to the district purchasing officer for a release. The latter officer 
referred such applications to tlie farm produce county committee, 
and they were granted if the committee so recommended. (3rd July, 

1919.) 

Huy and Straw. — In reply to Lieut-Colonel Weigall, the Under- Secre- 
tary of State- for War stated that the restrictions contained in the Army 
Council Order of 30th July, 1918,* in so far as they related to straw, 
were cancelled by an Army Council Order which came into force on 
ist February, 1919.! It was intended to control the igi 8 hay crop 
only as long as stocks of this crop last. The Army Council did not 
propose to control 1919 hay or straw in any manner. He pointed 
out that in cases in which straw commandeered last year had never 
been delivered and is still occupying space in stackyards, that until the 
straw had been delivered farmers were receiving payment at the rate 
of 15 per cent, per annum over and above the price agreed to be paid 
them for it. As the bulk of the straw was not purchased in the later 
months of last year, and baling operations continue throughout the 
whole year, it was manifestly impossible to take delivery at any 
specified time. (2nd July, 1919.) 

Milk Prioaa. — ^The Food ('ontroller informed Mr. Hurd that the 
figures of milk production by counties obtained by the Travelling Milk 
t ommission and published by the Food Ministry, to justify a differentia- 
tion against the four south-western counties, were based on the results 
of the Milk Census taken by the Ministry of Food for the weeks ended 
2nd June, and 7th December, 1918, and that they represented the 
actual returns of all producers of milk in each county. The figures 
for the counties not already published would be given as an appendix 
to the Final Report of the Travelling Milk Commission, which would be 
issued shortly. (2nd July, 19^9.) 

The Food Controller also stated, on 3rd J uly, in reply t© IJeut. -Colonel 
Herbert, that evidence was received by the Travelling Commission 
of Enquiry into the Cost of Milk Production to the effect that, owing to 
the earlier summer and milder autumn in the south-western counties, 
it wais possible for cows to remain at pasture from ist April to ist 
November, whereas the grass season in other parts of England and 
Wales was often over by the end of July. The recommendation made 
by the Commission as to differential prices was based in part upon 

• Printed in this Journah September, 1918, P.J747. 
t See^this 1 /o«f«a/, February, 1919, p. 1376. 
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this evidence. He added that he was satisfied that there were no 
grounds for asking the Commission to review the evidence on the 
point raised. (3rd July, 1919)* 

Milk Oontrol. — In reply to Lieut-Colonel Weigall, the Food Con> 
troller stated that the Government had decided not to institute any 
permanent measure of milk control involving the taking over of the 
wholesale milk trade. They had, however, decided that the powers 
exercised by the Ministry of Food should be continued, the chief of which 
were the powers to fix maximum prices in case of need ; to regulate 
distribution in times of short supply ; to license all dealers in milk ; and 
to grade milk. In addition, local authorities would be empowered to 
undertake the supply of milk within their areas. An Interdepartmental 
Committee, consisting of representatives of the Ministry of Food, 
the Local Government Board, the Board of Agriculture, and the Scottish 
Office, had been appointed to agree upon such legal and administrative 
measures as might be necessary to make effective the powers referred 
to above. (2nd July, 1919.) 

Flax Produotlon. — It was stated in the House of Commons that the 
Board had contracted with farmers in Great Britain for the production 
of approximately 13,000 acres of flax in 1919. A reliable estimate of 
the purchase price of the crop was not yet available. (3rd July, 1919.) 

Affrioultural Raaearoh. — In reply to questions by Major Hurst and 
Major Nall, the Parliamentary Secretary to the Board stated that 
under the original scheme for agricultural research as sanctioned by the 
Development Commissioners the subject of entomology was allocated 
to the University of Manchester. In consequence, a staff was appointed, 
and up to 1918 annual Grants in aid of the work were made. At the 
same time research in plant pathology was instituted^ at the Royal 
Botanic Gardens, Kew. 

In 1918 the Board came to the decision that all research in plant 
diseases, whether due to insects or to fungi, should be concentrated 
in one phytopathological institute, which should be located at 
Rothamsted, where also the Board's scientific advisory staff in the sub- 
ject should be stationed. In pursuance of this plan, which the Board 
were convinced would be to the advantage of agriculture, it became 
necessary to transfer the Manchester University Staff, as well as a 
portion of the mycological staff at Kew, to Rothamsted. As, how- 
ever, the University had provided special facilities for the study of 
entomology it was decided to offer an annual Grant of 1,000 to enable 
them to continue their work in entomology and also to take up 
mycological study. 

The moneys for such purposes come from the Development i'und, 
and the approyal of the Development Commissioners is necessary. 
This the Board are now applying for. (ist July, 1919.) 
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OFFICIAL NOTICES AND CIRCULARS. 

N,B. — The Orders which may be mentioned in this section of the 
Journal may usually he obtained at the price of id, each from 
H,M. Stationery Office, Imperial House, Kingsway, London^ 
W,C, 2, and 28, Abingdon Street, London, S.TT". i ; 37, Peter 
Street, Manchester, amd i, St, Andrew's Crescent, Cardiff, 

In order that potato growers in districts scheduled by the Board 
as areas infected with Wart Disease may make arrangements for their 
supply of seed potatoes required for planting 
Wart Disease : in 1920, the Board of Agriculture call attention 

Fotato-plantinfl^ in to the fact that any approved immune variety 
Infected Areas of potato may be planted next season. Not 
in 1920. anticipating, however, that the supply of 

immune first earlies will be sufficient to meet 
the demand during 1920, the lioard will issue to growers general 
licences authorising the planting in infected areas during 1920 of 
•certain susceptible first earlies, providing the seed has been saved from 
tlie 1919 crop grown in the area. 

The Board are also prepared to grant special licences to hond-fide 
market growers who may find it necessary to import fresh seed, subject 
to the condition that the licences will not apply to land on which Wart 
Disease is known to be present. 

The Food Controller has made an Order (No. 688), dated 6th June, 
1919, amending the Butter Order, 1918, as amended,* by the deletion 
of the following Sub-clause of Clause 12 of 
^rdar ameiiding the the Principal Order, namely : — 

Butter Order, 1918. “ (?>) All butter made, blended or collected 

by any blender holding a licence as 
•such issued by or under the authority of the Food ('oiitroilcr." 

With reference^to^the article entitled “ Seed Mixtures for I.and 
affected by Clover Sickness,” which appeared in this Journal in March 
last, page 1497, and was issued as Food 
Seed Mixtures Production Leaflet No. 61, the Board wish to 
for Laud point out that Clover Sickness as dealt with 

affected by Clover therein referred only to the fungus disease of 
Sickness. clover, Sclerotima Trifohorum, and it was not 

intended to suggest that the seed mixtures 
recommended should be used on land infested by eelworm, Tylcnchus 
devasiatrix. 

Striking testimony to the value of scientific research in agriculture 
is offered by the latest report to the Board from the University of 
Cambridge, where plant breeding has for 
New Wheats. some years past been carried on by arrange- 
ment with the Board. The new wheats, 
Fenman and Yeoman, produced at Cambridge and distributed by 
the Food Production Department of the Board, last season gave 
yields of 8 to 9 qr. per acre, and in two cases of 12 qr. per acre, 

* Orders Nos. ^76 and 1334 of 1918, printed in this Journal, September, 
1918, p, 759, and November, 1918, p. 1019. Clause 12 of the Principal 
^rder was published on p. 760. 
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Yeoman is not equal to Red Fife for milling and baking, but this 
year's tests show that it is sufiSciently strong to produce a good 
quality loaf without the addition of any imported wheat. 

A Circular Letter was addressed to County Councils and Councils 
of County Boroughs in England and Wales by the Board on the 8th July, 
explaining the views which the Board hold 
Redimftion of Land with regard to the redemption, under present 
Tax. conditions, of land tax charged on properties 

acquired for the purpose of land settlement. 

It is stated that the cost of redemption of land tax at the present 
time is 30 years' purchase on the annual charge, and if the Council 
raise a loan for th]? redemption money at the present rate of interest for 
loans, namely 5 J per cent., the annual interest and sinking fu^d charges 
payable for 80 years on the redemption of a I.-and Tax of £1 will be 
£i 13s. 5d, It follows, therefore, that unless the assessment of the 
property is likely to be increased by as much as 67 per cent., the re- 
demption of land tax at the present time would not appear to be a profit- 
able transaction from the point of view of the Council. 

The Board agree that where a Council propose to expend considerable 
sums of money on equipment and adaptation, or on the planting of 
fruit trees and bushes, as a result of which expenditure the assessment 
of the Council’s property for land tax is practically certain to be raised 
to a figure at least 67 per cent, above the present assessment, the 
redemption of the land tax on the basis of the present assessment would 
be desirable, and in such a case the Board would be ready to approve 
redemption. They are of opinion, however, that the question of re- 
demption should be decided on the merits of each individual case, and, 
for this reason, they would prefer that the matter should, as regards 
each scheme, be left over until the Council's proposals for adaptation, 
equipment, etc., of the property are settled. 

The Board of Agriculture have purchased tliree more estates for 
the purpose of establishing additional farm settlements for ex-service 
men. One of the estates, consisting of 1,520 

Farm SettlementB. acres, is situated at Berwick St. James, 
Wiltshire, about 7 miles north-west of 
Salisbury, and 6 miles from the Board's farm settlement at Amesbury, 
and it includes the village of Berwick St. James. Another estate is 
near Wantage and comprises 1,065 acres. The third estate is in the 
strawberry-growing district of Hampshire, mid-way between Southamp- 
ton and Portsmouth, and comprises about 1,355 acres. Vacant posses- 
sion of all these estates will be obtained at Michaelmas next. Severed 
smaller areas have also been acquired, bringing the total acreage held 
by the Board for settlements up to 16,770 acres, the number of settle- 
ments being n. - - 

As the result of tests carried out at the Imperial Institute, London, 
to ^determine the rancidity of palm kernel and other feeding cakes, 
the following conclusions were arrived at : — 
Rancidity of Palm Palm kernels and palm kernel cake and 

Kernel and other meal contain a lipase, which in the presence 
Cakes. of moisture and warmth acts upon the oil. 

present, liberating fatty acids, of which the 
volatile members have a strong sweat-like odour, and a very small. 


I9I9] 


Official Notices and Circulaks. 


459 


amount of these acids is sufficient to impart to the cake a peculiar odour* 
This change does not occur if the cake is kept dry, p, condition which is 
necessary to the preservation of all feeding cakes. 

Freshly prepared palm kernel cake has a characterisitic smell which 
is probably due to a trace of these acids produced during manufacture. 

Palm kernel cake does not decompose more readily than cotton seed^ 
linseed and ground nut cakes, these latter developing more acidity 
under similar conditions. These cakes differ from palm kernel cake 
in not yielding volatile fatty acids on decomposition. Palm kernel 
cake has been kept for eighteen months and was at the end of the time 
in good fresh condition and showed no increase in acidity. The only 
precaution taken was to keep the cake dry. {Journal of A^ricidturat 
Science, April, 1919 ) 


An Order (No, 76^2) dated 19th June, 1919, has been made by the 
Food Controller to the effect that : — 

I. (a) Until further notice a person shall 
The Seeds, Oils not either on his own behalf or on behalf of 
and Fats any other person, buy or sell or otherwise 

Order, 1919. deal in, or ofier or attempt to buy or sell or 

otherwise deal in, any of the articles specified 
in the Schedule hereto, whether situated within or without the United 
Kingdom, except under and in accordance with the terms of a licence 
issued by or under the authority of the Food Controller. 

(h) The Food Controller may, from time to time, by notice, include 
any other article in the Schedule or exclude any article from the 
Schedule. 

2. This Order shall not apply — 

{a) To contracts in writing entered into before the 23rd June, 
1919 ; or, 

(b) To the purchase by or sale to any one purchaser of any 

particular article situated within the United Kingdom in 
quantities not exceeding in the aggregate 5 tons during any 
one calendar month ; 

(c) The purchase or sale of any of the said articles purchased 

or sold expressly for cultivation. 

3. All parties to the purchase or sale of any of the articles specified 
in the Schedule, shall require or disclose (as the case may be) all such 
information as may be necessary or required by such parties or by or 
under the authority of the Food Controller, for the purpose of satisfying 
them or him that the provisions of this Order have not been contra- 
vened, and shall make all such returns as to stocks, purchases, sales, 
payments, prices and dealings in or treatment of any of the articles 
specified in the Schedule as may from time to time be required by or 
under the authority of the Food Controller. 

Schedule, 

Copra, Cotton Seed, Ground Nuts, Palm Kernels, Linseed, Cocoanut 
Oil, Cotton Seed Oil, Ground Nut Oil, Palm Kernel Oil, Soya Oil, 
Premier Jus, Oleo Oil, Neutral Lard, Linseed Oil. 
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The Food Controller has issued an Order (No. 795), dated 25th 
June, 1919, entitled the Milk (Summer Prices) Amendment Order, 
1919* providing that the maximum prices of 
The Xilk (Saxnmer milk produced in England and Wales, and 
Prices) Amendment sold wholesale by or on behalf of the pro- 
Order, 1919. ducer, shall be increased by 4^. per imperial 
gal. during the month of July. The wholesale 
and retail maximum prices in England and Wales are correspondingly 
increased during this month. 

The rise in price is in consequence of the increase in the cost of 
production of milk brought about by the recent drought which has been 
experienced throughout the country. 


The Food Controller has decided to continue during the present 
season the purchase of hard cheese for delivery to the Gk>vernment 
^^pool.** All deliveries by the makers up to the 
Cleese Prices. 31st October, 1919, will be covered by lliis 
decision. 

Maximum first-hand prices for the months of June to September 
for Whole Milk Cheese manufactured in England and Wales were 
fixed as follows : — 

Manufactured on and after the ist June to the 30th June 
(inclusive) is, 3d. per lb. Manufactured on and after the ist 
July to 31st July (inclusive) 25. per lb. Manufactured on and 
after the ist August to the 31st August (inclusive) 15. lod . per 
lb. Manufactured on and after the ist September to the 30th 
September (inclusive) 2s. per lb. 

The maximum first-hand price for whole milk cheese manufactured 
in England a.nd Wales during July includes a special drought allowance 
of 4d. per lb. 

Permits of Exemption. — It may be useful to point out that the 
validity of a current Permit of Exemption is not affected by the revision 
in the minimum rates of wages. It is, of 
Agricultural Wages, course, open to a worker who holds a permit 
to apply to his County District Committee to 
have the wages specified in his Permit revised, should he desire to do so, 
in view of the alteration in the minimum rates of wages, and a District 
Wages Committee may review all current Permits on their own 
initiative. 

Attention may be usefully called to the point that the provisions of 
the (/Orn Production Act, I 9 i 7 » to Permits of Exemption, apply to 
all classes of workers employed in agriculture 0/ both sexes. That is 
to say, applications for such exemptions may be made to the District 
^Vages Committee of the area, on the forms provided, for either 
or female workers who are suffering from an infirmity or physical 
injury which renders them incapable of earning the minimum rate 
fixed by the Wages Board and applicable to their case. 

Minlmuni Butts.— Correspondence on the subject of the Board’s 
Order of May i6th,* varying the minimum and overtime rates for male 
workers of 18 and over throughout England and Wales, indicates the 
existence of fairly widespread misapprehension as to certain of the 


• See this Journal, May, 1919, p. 210. 
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provisions of the Order. In the j&rst place, it does not appear to be 
generally understood that in the counties of Hertfordshire, Middlesex, 
Kent, Northamptonshire, Salop, Surrey, Sussex and Wiltshire, in 
which the special rates for horsemen, stockmen, shepherds, etc., based 
on a week of “ customary hours, have been cancelled, all classes of 
male workers in these comities, irrespective of their particular occupation 
are now subject to the minimum rates fixed for ordinary labourers, 
and are entitled to be paid overtime rates for all employment on a 
Sunday, and for all employment on weekdays in excess of 54 hours in 
any week in summer and in excess of 48 hours in any week in winter. 

Overtime Ratee. — Another misconception wdiich is common arises 
from the form of the provision with regard to the payment of overtime 
rates for all employment in excess of hours on one w'eekday in each 
week, except time spent on such day by stockmen of any class in 
connection with the feeding and cleaning of stock. This provision is in 
addition to, and not in substitution of, the other definitions of overtime 
employment, and its effect is not, as appears to be imagined in some 
quarters, that no payment need be made at all for the .work of feeding 
and cleaning, nor, as had been suggested, that under no circumstances 
shall feeding and cleaning work be paid for at the overtime rates. If a 
worker whose minimum rate, for example, is 36s. bd. for a week of 
54 hours, exceeds the 54 hours, he is entitled, under the ordinary 
definition of overtime employment, to overtime rates for all hours in 
excess of 54, irrespective of whether or not the extra hours are spent 
in connection with the feeding and cleaning of stock. It is only when 
a worker does not become entitled to overtime rates under the ordinary 
definition of overtime that the provision with regard to the weekly 
half -holiday becomes effective. For example, if a worker whose weekly 
minimum wage is based on a week of 54 hours did not work more than 
54 hours in the aggregate on the six days (and so did not become 
entitled to any overtime payment under the ordinary definition of 
overtime) he would nevertheless be entitled to overtime payment for 
all hours in excess of 6^ on one weekday in the week, unless such extra 
hours were spent only on feeding and cleaning stock. But, as stated 
above, the worker would be entitled to overtime payment for all hours 
in excess of 54, whatever the work. All employment on Sunday, 
including, of course, feeding and cleaning work, has to be paid for at 
overtime rates, except in the case of horsemen, sh(])herds, etc., in 
certain counties whose rates are fixed on the basis of c nstomary hours, 
or as in the case of Anglesey and Carnarvon, and of Denbigh and Flint, 
a fixed number of hours, which include Sunday work. [Wages Board 
Gazette, 7th and i6th June, 1919.) 

The Agricultural Wages Board at their meeting held on the 4th 
July, after considering the objections lodged to their proposals of the 
4th June to fix special rates of w'ages for the 
Bates of Wages for com harvest in certain areas, and the reports 

Harvest Workers on the proposals made by the District Wages 
and Female Workers. Committees concerned, decided to issue Orders 
fixing special harvest rates for the following 
areas : — Cambridgeshire, Cheshire, Derby, Devonshire, Dorset, Glouces- 
ter, Hereford, Lincolnshire, Nottinghamshire, Oxon, Somerset, Suffolk, 
Surrey, Wiltshire, Yorkshire, Anglesey and Carnarvon, Denbigh and 
Flint. Although the proposal for Cambridgeshire applied also 
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to Huntingdonshire and Bedfordshire, which form part of the area 
of the same District Wages Committee, the Board, in view of the 
objections received from those counties, decided not to fix any special 
com harvest rates for Huntingdonshire and Bedfordshire, and con* 
sequently in these counties, as in all the other areas in England and 
Wales not specified above, the question of any extra payment for the 
com harvest will be a matter for mutual agreement between employer 
and worker. 

The Wages Board also considered the objections received to their 
proposals of the 3rd June to increase the ordinary minimum and over- 
time rates of wages of females wwkers of 18 years of age and over, 
together with the reports from the District Wages Committees on the 
proposal, and decided to make an Order to increase the rates in accord- 
ance with the proposal, the effect of which is that the minimum rates 
for female workers of 1 8 years of age and over in all areas in England 
and Wales, except Yorkshire and Cumberland and Westmorland, 
will in future be i)d, per hour, with overtime rates of per hour for 
weekdays and <^d, for Sundays ; in Yorkshire and Cumberland and 
Westmorland the minimum rate will be per hour, with overtime at 
<)d, per hour on weekdays and io\d. an hour on Sundays. 

On a report presented by Sir Henry Rew from the Committee on 
Allowances with regard to recommendations from District Wages 
Committees on the subject of certain revisions in the values allowed for 
board and lodging in part payment of minimum rates of wages, the 
Board decided that immediate effect be given to the decision at their 
previous meeting to increase the value for full board and lodging for 
female workers of 1 7 57cars of age and over in all areas in which it is at 
present less than a week, to that amount, with proportionate 
increases in the other items of board and lodging for such workers, and 
in all such items for female workers below 17 yesR'S of age. The Board 
also ado]ited the Allowances Committee's recommendations that the 
determinations of the Northumberland and Durham, Staffordsliire, 
Surrey, Glamorgan and Monmouth and Pembroke, Carmarthen and 
Cardigan District Wages Committees,. for certain increases in the values 
of board and lodging for male workers, should be approved. 


Kent , — An employer was prosecuted at Cranbrook, Kent, on 5th 
June, for failing to pay the minimum wage to a worker i6j years of 
age. although the Orders of the Board had 
Agricultural Wages ; been brought to his notice. The defendant 
Legal Proceedings, was fined £1$ and ordered to pay ys. costs, 
and the balance of arrears, amounting to 
£t 105 . y^d. The bulk of the arrears had been paid, after the summons 
had been served, before the hearing of the case. 

Warwick . — Proceedings were taken against an employer at Coleshill, 
Warwickshire, on nth June, in respect of the under-payment of several 
of his workers. The under-payment continued after the matter had 
been brought to the employer’s notice, and he refused to pay the arrears 
ofJ[wages. The defendant was fined ffi and ordered to pay 1 5 guineas 
costs and arrears of wages, amounting to £2% 95. on summonses in 
respect of three of the workers. The summonses in respect of three 
other workers were dismissed. 
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Sussex , — ^An employer in Sussex was summoned at Midhurst, on 12th 
June, in respect of the under-payment of a worker employed by him 
as a carter. An Inspector had visited in December, 1918, and had 
found two workers underpaid, and the case had been settled by the 
pa3anent of arrears of wages by the employer. On a further visit by 
the Inspector the carter was found still to be underpaid. The defendant 
was convicted, fined £2, ordered to pay £^ Ss. costs, and arrears of 
wages amounting to £/[ 15s. (Wages Board Gazette, i6th June, 1919.) 

The Board have’macle draft Regulations under Section 9 (9) of the 
Corn Production Act, 1917, fixing a time limit for claims for com- 
pensation under Part IV. of that Act as 
Claiins for amended by the Corn Production (Amend- 

Compensation under ment) Act. 1918. 

Corn Production Acts. The draft Regulations provide that a 
claim for compensation in respect of loss 
incurred in consequence of a cultivation Notice or Order, or the deter- 
mination of a tenancy by or under an Order, under the Defence of the 
Realm Regulations, must be made not later than one* year from the 
service of the Notice or date of the Order or not later than the 31st 
July. 191^9. whichever date is the later. This limit is extended in the 
case of a claim by a person where some other person was in occupation 
of the land when the Notice was served or Order was made, and such 
claim may be made not later than two months after the termination 
of the occupation of the person ■w'ho was then in occupation. 

Claims for compensation for loss suffered by reason of possession of 
any land having been taken by the Board or the Agricultural Executive 
Committees under the Regulations relating to cultivation must be made 
not later than the 31st July, 1919, or the expiration of one year after 
the possession terminates, whichever date is the later. 

Copies of the draft Regulations may be obtained at the Office of the 
Board, 72, Victoria Street, London, S.W. i, and any objections to the 
draft Regulations should be notified to them before 2nd July, 1919. 


In reference to the Agricultural Costings Committee wliich has 
been set up by the Departments of Agriculture and the Ministry of 
Food to obtain permanent information as to 
Agricultural Costiugs the costs and results of farming (see this 
Committee: The Journal, April, 1919, p. 106, and June, 1919, 

Objects of the p. 344, it is felt that it is in the interests 

Committee. both of the producer and consumer that 

farmers should be encouraged to keep cost 
accounts in the future if a policy of encouraging home production is to 
be adopted ; farmers realise that it is difficult for all the support which 
they would wish for to be given to the agricultural industry in the 
matter of prices, wages, and a progressive agricultural policy, unless 
statistical information is available as a foundation. The question of 
the costs of farm products is continually arising and must be the basis 
of future legislation and policy. 

It is impossible to obtain and codify this fundamental information 
in such a way as to carry conviction to the producer himself and to the 
consumer unless the farmer will co-operate with the Agricultural Costings 
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Committee in furnishing the necessary cost data on which alone a sound 
basis for the future development of the agricultural industry can be 
arrived at. 

The Committee proposes to assist farmers who already keep accounts 
in the difficult work of recording the costs and profits of farming 
operations generally, and of particular kinds of produce, for instance, 
meat, milk, cereals and potatoes ; so that detailed information as to 
costings may be obtained on an extensive scale. 

The information so obtained will, it is hoped, be available for the use 
of the Committee*s records of the costs of production, etc., and will be 
of great use in promoting the welfare of the industry generally and also 
to the farmer himself. The records will be collected and centralised 
so that the average costs for a given district or product may be ascer- 
tained and economic and statistical data of permanent vahje may be 
compiled. The farms by which costs data are provided will be denoted 
in the records of the Committee by a number or letter only. The 
information will be treated in the strictest confidence and will be 
available for the assistance of farmers generally, but only under the 
strictest anonymity. 

The information w^hich it is hoped to collect and analyse should be 
of practical value to the individual farmer. He will no longer be in 
ignorance of the actual results of the various departments of his farm ; 
he will be able to see which of his operations are remunerative, and to 
concentrate on those departments wdiich pay him best ; his farming 
methods and system can be varied as far as is practicable and consistent 
with good husbandry ; he can compare his own costs of a particular 
crop or product with the average cost in the district and investigate 
the reason for any abnormal expenses in his own case. 

In those and other ways the information should promote efficiency 
and economy, and augment the profit-earning capacity of the farm. 

Data will be available which will facilitate the considerations of 
questions affecting wages. Further, should any question arise affecting 
the control of prices, etc., proper records of ascertained facts will be in 
existence. The farmer will have information which wnll facilitate the 
adjustment of income tax problems, and the production of proper 
accounts will in many cases improve credit where financial assistance 
is sought. There appears to be no question thcieforc that the industry 
will be in a stronger position with proper and proved statistics than 
without these as hitherto. 

The C'ommittce realises that success in the work will be dependent 
on the goodwill and co-operation of the farmers, and it will as far as 
possible assist in the work w^hich it asks of them ; certain records in 
addition to financial records wall have to be kept by the farmers, e,g.t 
Time Records, Food Consumption Records and Manure Records in 
as simple a form as possible. The necessary tabulating and balancing 
will be assisted in by the Committee’s staff. 

While emphasis i.s laid on the subject of the recording of costs, there 
is another allied subject which the Committee proposes to encourage, 
t.c., the keeping of accounts by farmers. The two subjects of costs 
and accounts are closely related — ^in fact the recording of costs is 
merely an extension of ordinary book-keeping. The Committee will 
endeavour to encourage farmers to keep proper books and will give 
advice and assistance in various wa5>«. 
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The President of the Board has appointed a Departmental Com- 
mittee to arrange for the testing, adaptation 
Departmental Com- and improvement of machines likely to prove 
mittee on Agricnltnral of value to agriculture, to examine inventions 
Machinery and and new devices, and to advise as to the 
Implements. further steps which should be taken to promote 
the development of agricultural machiner3\ 
The Committee consists of the following 

Sir Douglas Newton, K.B.E. | 

{Chairman), 

Mr. G. C. Baddon. 1 

Mr. Thompson Close. j 

Major J. G. Merrison. j 

The Secretary of the Committee is Mr. V. E. Wilkins, Board of 
Agriculture, 72, Victoria Street, London, S.W. t, to whom all com- 
munications should be addressed. 


Captain B. J. Owen. 
Mr. H. G. Richardson. 
Professor R. S. Seton. 
Mr. J. G. Stewart. 


The Meteorological Office will, as in past years, supply forecasts of 
weather by telegraph to persons desirous of receiving them, upon 
payment of a registration fee of is. and the 
Harvest Weather cost of the telegrams, computed at gd. per 
Forecasts. day. The supply of forecasts will continue 

until 3otli September. The forecasts are 
drawn up each w^eek-day at 4.30 p.m., and refer to the probable weather 
during the 24 hours comprising the following civil day. If the meteoro- 
logical conditions are sufficiently definite, a “ further outlook " extend- 
ing the period covered to two or three days will be added. 

Notifications will also be issued in connection with the continuance 
or break up of spells of fine weather. For this service a feee of 6 d. is 
charged for each telegram despatched, in addition to the Post Office 
charges for telegraphy. A minimum sum of 55. against which the 
charges may be booked must be deposited with the Office. 

Applications for the forecasts should be sent to the Director, Meteoro- 
logical Office, South Kensington, London, S.W. 7, with a cheque or 
postal order payable to the Meteorological Committee, to cover the cost 
of the telegrams for the period during wffiich the forecasts are to be 
sent. 


The Travelling Commission of Enquir}?^ into the Cost of Production 
of Milk have recently issued an Interim Report dealing with the 
establishment of differential zones and the 
Cost of Production estimated cost of production of milk in the 
of Milk. summer of 191 (>. The Report (Cmd. 205) is 

published by H.M. Stationery Office, Imperial 
House, Kingsway, London, W.C. 2 ; at the price of id. per copy. 



Offioax. Notices akd Circvlajrs. 
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It has been announced that the terms of reference to tile Soyal 
Commission on Agriculture are as follows : — 

BeralCammiuioaoii ecopo^c pi^ts 

^ Affrienltnrft agncultural industry m Great Bntam, 

Agncm^nres ^^2^ special reference to the adjustment of 

a balance between the prices of agricultural commodities, the costs of 
production, the remuneration of labour, and hours of employment.” 


The members of the Commission so far appointed are : — 


Sir William Peat, F.C.A. (Chaiftnan), 
President Institute ot Chartered 
Accountants, 1906-7 and 1907-8. 

Charles Douglas, C.B.. D.Sc., Agncuh 
turist. 

E, W. Langford, Agriculturist. 

Henry Overman, O.B.E., Agricul- 
turist. 

G. Rea, C.B.E., Agriculturist. 

R. R. Robbins, Agriculturist. 

W. Anker Simmons, C.B.E., Land 
Agent. 

Arthur W. Ashby, Agricultural 
Statistician. 

George Dallas, Divivsional Organiser 
of the Workers’ Union. 

Joseph F. Duncan, Secretary of the 
Scottish Farm Servants’ Union. 

Thomas Prosser Jones, Welsh Repre- 
sentative. 

George Nicholls, late M.P. for North 
Northants and cx-Mayor of Peter- 
borough. 


W. R. Smith, M.P., Member for Well- 
ingborough Division, Northants, 
Chairman of the National Agricul- 
tural Labourers’ Union. 

R. B. Walker, Secretary of the 
National Agricultural I-abourers' 
Union. 

Sir William J. Ashley, M.A., Hon. 
Ph.D., Vice -Principal ol Birming- 
ham University. 

H. S. Cautley. K.C., M.P., Member 
for East Grinstead. 

Frederick E. Green, Author and 
Journalist on Agncultural sub- 
jects. 

John M’D. Henderson, Barrister-at- 
Law and Chartered Accountant. 

R. V. Lennard, M.A., Lecturer in 
Modern History, Wadham College, 
Oxford. 

E. H. Paikcr, Director of Baiclay's 
Bank, Cambndge. 


Three names remain to be added. When the Commission is com- 
plete it will, in addition to the Chairman, consist of 22 members, of whom 
eight will be agriculturists and eight representatives of labour. 

The Joint Secretaries of the Commission are : — 

Mr. Alexander Goddard, C.B.E., Mr. R. S. Langford, of the Board of 
Secretary of the Surveyors’ Insti- Agricultuic and p'lsheiies ; Joint 
tution. Secretary to the Central Agncul- 

tural Advisory Council. 


The total number of outbreaks of Rabies confirmed is 222, namely, 
10 1 in Devon, 27 in Cornwall, 65 in Glamorgan, 8 in Monmouth, 2 in 
Gloucester, 7 in Middlesex, 8 in Surrey, 
Babiei. I in London, 2 in Kent, and i in Berkshire. 


MISCELLANEOUS NOTES. 

According to the InUrnational Crop Report and Agrtcultural 
Statistics for June, 1919, published by the International Institute of 
Agriculture, the condition of the cereal crops 
Notes on Crop of the Northern Hemisphere on the ist June 
Prospeeta and Live was as follows (100 being taken to represent 
Stoek Abroad. the average yield during the last 10 years) : — 
Wheat — Scotland 95, Ireland 100, Sweden 105, 
Canada 98, United States, winter 118, spring 97, Tunis 60. Rye . — 
Sweden 95, Canada xoi. Barley. — Ireland 105, Sweden 100, Canada 95, 
United States loi, Japan 100, Tunis 40. Oats. — Ireland 100, Sweden 97, 
Canada 95, United States 104, Tunis 60. 
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The following estimates of the production of the crops in 1919 are 
rgiven : — Wheat. — Spain 17,295,000 qr. against 16,959,000 qr, in rqiS, 
an increase of 2 per cent. ; United States, winter, 111,595,000 qr. 
against 69,788,000 qr. in 1918, an increase of 59* 9 per cent., spring, 

42.864.000 qr. against 44,819,000 qr. in 1918, a decrease of 4-4 per cent ; 
British India 34,556,000 qr. against 46,290,000 qr. in 1918, a decrease 

25-3 per cent. ; Tunis 826,000 qr. against 1,056,000 qr, in 1918, a 
decrease of 21-7 per cent. Rye. — United States 12,480,000 qr. against 

10.392.000 qr. in 1918, an increase of 20-1 per cent. Barley . — United 
States 24,233,000 qr. against 30,756,000 qr. in 1918, a decrease of 
21-2 per cent ; Tunis 661,000 qr. against 1,102,000 qr., a decrease of 
40 per cent. Oats. — United States 148,266,000 qr. against 157,736,000 
qr., a decrease of 6 per cent. ; Tunis 353,000 qi. against 396,000 qr., a 
decrease of 10 7 per cent. 

Franoe. — According to a report published by the Ministry of 
Agriculture the condition of the crops on ist May was as follows 
(figures for May, 1918, m brackets) : — ^Wheat, 63 (74) : barley, 65 (72) ; 
and oats, 65 (72). (80 = good, and 6o=:fairly good.) The areas 

under the crops are as tollow^s (in acres and figures for 1918 in brackets) — 
Wheat, 11,774,190 (11,922,060) ; barley, 926,300 (1,193.380) ; and 
oats, 6,843,730 (7,224,280). {Londmi Grain, Seed and Oil Reporter, 

1 7th June, 1919.) 

Spain. — ^The estimated yield of wheat in Sjiain in 1919 is given as 
17,299,800 qr., or 2-0 per cent, above the 1918 yield. The area is 
estimated at 11,318,000 acres, or io-6 per cent, more than last year. 
(London Grain, Seed and Oil Reporter, 27th June, 1919*) 

• 

Unitad States. — ^Tho Crop Reporting Board of tiie United States 
Department of Agriculture give the following estimates of production 
based on the condition of the crops on ist July (in bush., and final 
official returns for 1918 in brackets) : — ^Winter wheat, 839,000,000 

(558.449.000) ; spring wheat, 322,000,000 (358,651,000) ; maisse, 

2,815,000,000 (2,582,814,000) ; oats, 1,403,000,000 (1,538,359.000); 
barley, 231,000,000 (256,375,000) ; rye, 103,000,000 (89,103,000) ; 

and linseed 13,000,000 (14,657,000). 

The average yield per acre compared witix that of 1918 (in brackets) 
is as follows (in bush.) : — ^Winter wheat, 17*1 (15-2) ; spring wheat* 
14*3 (i6*o) ; maize, 27*3 (24-0) ; oats, 33*1 (^4 6) , barley, 25-9 (26*5) * 
rye, 15*6 (14*4) ; and linseed 7*1 (7’6). 

The preliminary returns of the Board show the acreage of maize 
to be about 102,977,000 acres, a decrease of about 4 2 per cent, of the 
area last year, and of linseed about 1,851,000 acres, or a decrease of 
about 4*5 per cent. (London Grain, Seed and Oil Reporter, 10th July, 

1919.) 

Putuulli. — According to a bulletin issued by the Bureau cf Statistics 
on the 17th June, the areas under the crops this year are as follows (in 
acres, and figures for 1918 in brackets) : — All wheat, 16,959,000 
(17.353*902) ; spring wheat, 16,160,750 (16.937,287) ; oats, 14,564,000 

(14.700.000) ; barley, 3*036,240 (3.153.711) ryo. 576.858 (555.294) ^ 
peas, 208,250 (235.976) ; mixed grain, 877,240 (921,326) ; hay and 
■ckrver. 10,472,700 (10,544,625) ; alfalfa, 192,480 (196,428) ; and 
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potatoes, 692,900 (735,192). The average condition of the crops on 
31st May was as follows (condition on 31st May, 1918, in brackets) : — 
Spring wheat, 98 {96) ; fall wheat, loi (75) ; all wheat 98 (96) ; oats 
95 (100) ; barley, 95 (98) ; rye, loi (94) ; peas, 91 (loi) ; mixed grain, 
92 (102) ; hay and clover, 101 {99) ; alfalfa, 95 (97) ; and pasture, 
102 (100). (London Grain, Seed and Oil Reporter, ist July, 19x9*) 

Live ttook In the Netherlande. — According to the census of March, 
1919* the numbers of live stock were as follows (the corresponding 
numbers in June, 1910, being shown in brackets) : — Horses, 362,011 
(327.377): cattle, 1,968,609 (2,026,943); sheep, 437,075 (889,036); 
pigs, 449,829 (1,259,844). (International Crop Report and Agricultural 
Statistics, June, 1919.) 

Live Stook in PruMla. — ^The census figures of the ist March, 1919, 
show that the numbers of cattle were 9,098,302 against 10,229,703 on 
the ist March, 1918, and pigs 4,644,068 against 3,308,108 on the ist 
March, 1918. (International Crop Report and Agricultural Statistics, 
June, 1 91 9.) 

The dry weather reported during May as having been favourable 
for farm work continued during June, despite some showers towards 
the end of the month. The drought was, 
Agrieultural however, prolonged too long, and the crops 
Condltioni in England have generally suffered considerably and are 
and Wales by no means so promising as on the ist June, 

on let July. The cold winds at the end of the month have 

also retarded growth, and the crops are very 
backward. The effect has been most marked in the case of all spring- 
sown crops, especially the later-sown oats, which are often a failure, 
while the autumn-sown corn is generally satisfactory. 

Of the throe chief cereals, wheat is the best, but is still expected to 
be much below average. The best reports, on the wdiole, come from 
the east and south-west, although there the crop is probably quite 5 per 
cent, below average. Barley is not so good, and some of the worst 
reports come from the midlands, the extreme north and parts of Wales 
being apparently the best. Oats are a still poorer crop, as might be 
expected in such a droughty season, and are barely four-fifths of an 
average. Beans are the best of the pulse crops, though not up to average, 
while peas are poor, especially in ICssex, All straw is, of course, every- 
where very short. 

Potatoes are very backward, and badly in need of rain, while some 
of the later-so>vn are not ^ret above ground. Throughout the country 
the yield is expected to be below the normal, but the great potato dis- 
tricts of Lincoln and Lancashire (as w^ell as Whales) have rather better 
prospects than the rest of the country. 

Turnips and swedes have suffered badly- from the drought, and con- 
sequent attacks of fly ; frequent re-sowings have been necessary. The 
very earliest -sown fields in some cases look fairly well, but the others are 
poor, and the seed has in many cases not yet sprouted. Large areas 
yet remain to he sown. Mangolds are poor and patchy everywhere, 
especially in the south, although there are a few promising fields. 

The hay harvest started, in many cases, slightly earlier than usual, 
but the results have been much poorer than were indicated a month 
ago as possible, if the rain came in time. Most of the seeds' hay has 
been got in an the south, while the meadow hay was generally in process 
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of cutting. Although the yield is very light, the weather was favourable, 
and thie hay has generally been secured in quite good condition. 

Although the dry and subsequent cold weather has greatly retarded 
the growth of hops, which are generally backward, reports concerning 
this crop are very generally favourable, both in the western area and in 
Kent. Aphis has been less prevalent than usual, although attacks were 
being noticed towards the end of the month, and wasliing was then 
general pretty well everywhere. It is expected that the yield will be 
quite up .to the average. 

Prospects for fruit are decidedly less favou 'able than a month ago. 
Strawberries and raspberries have proved, on the whole, to be distinctly 
under average, while currants will also be somewhat below ; but goose- 
berries, though very variable, should be about average. Apples and 
pears have nearly an average apj^earance, but plums and cherries are 
disappointing. 

The pastures have been very bare ; live stock consequently are short 
of grass, and have only done fairly well during the month. 

Labour, especially skilled, is still reported as very short ; but there 
has been in many districts almost a sufficiency of temporary labourers 
for the light hay harvest. 

Summarising the returns, it appears that, mainly as a result of the 
long drought, all the crops, except hops, show but poor prospects. 
Expressing an average crop by 100, the appearance of the crops on the 
1st July indicated probable yields per acre shown by the following 
percentages ; — Wheat, 91 ; barley, 84 ; oats, 80 ; beans, 93 ; peas, 90 ; 
potatoes, 90 ; mangolds, 80 ; seeds’ hay, 80 ; meadow liay, 78 ; hops, 

lOI. 

The following local summaries give details regarding agricultural 
Jabour in the different districts of England and Wales : — 

mRorihitmherland, Durham, Cumberland, and 
Agricultural Westmorland. — l.abour generally is sufficient 

Labour in for requirements, but casual labour for the 

England and Wales hay harvest and turnip-hoeing is rather scarce, 
during June. Lancashire and Cheshire. — The supply of 

labour is variable. In some districts it is 
still deficient, but in others it has been more plentiful for haymaking 
and potato-lifting. There is a fair supply of Irish labour, which 
commands good wages. 

Yorkshire, — In one or two districts the supply of labour has been 
sufficient for requirements, but generally there is a shortage both as 
regards skilled and casual labour. 

Shropshire and Stafford. — The supply of labour is generally deficient, 
but owing to the lightness of the hay crops and the poorness of the root 
crops, less has been required than usual at this period of the year. 

Derby, Nottingham, Leicester, and Rutland. — In some districts the 
supply of labour is about sufficient, but in most more men could be use- 
fully employed ; there is a fairly general shortage of skilled men, 
especially of horsemen and cattlemen. 

Lincoln and Norfolk, — ^The supply of labour varies considerably in 
different districts. There is a general shortage of skilled labour, 
•especially of horsemen and shepherds. 

Suffolk, Cambridge, and Huntingdon. — ^The supply of labour haf^ 
mostly been sufficient, but there is still a scarcity in a few districts. 
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Bedford, Northampton, and Warwick , — In many districts the supply 
of labour has been sufiScient, but skilled men are still scarce in several 
parts. 

Buckingham, Oxford, and Berkshire , — ^There is apparently sufficient 
temporary labour to meet the present needs, but there is still a shortage 
of skilled labour. 

Worcester, Hereford, and Gloucester , — Conditions have improved, but 
there is still a shortage of skilled men in most districts. 

Cornwall, Devon, and Somerset . — ^The supply of skilled, labour is 
generally deficient. Temporary labour has met requirements in some 
districts, but in others is still short. 

Dorset, Wiltshire, and Hampshire . — ^Labour is in most places sufficient, 
but a few reports indicate a deficiency. 

Surrey, Kent, and Sussex . — In some districts the supply of labour 
has been equal to the demand owing to t&e light hay crop and small 
amount of hoeing done, but in many districts skilled men are scarce. 

Essex, Hertford, and Middlesex . — In most districts the supply is still 
deficient, the shortage in some relating to all classes, but skilled men are 
everywhere scarce. 

North Wales . — In some parts the supply of labour has been equal to 
the demand, but in most districts it has been insufficient, particularly 
in the case of skilled men. 

Mid Wales . — The supply of labour is variable ; in some districts 
sufficient, in others short. 

South Wales . — The supply of labour is still short in most districts. 


Statement showing the Average Price of British Com, per 
Quarter (Imperial Measure), for the ‘Quarter ending 
Midsummer, 1919, pmsuant to the Corn Returns Act, 
1882. 

Wheat. Barley. Oats. 

s. d. s. d. 8. d. 

73 i 62 8 48 o 


Average Prices of British Wheat, Barley, and Oats at 
certain Markets during the Month of June, 1917, 


1918. and 191Q. 



Wheat. 

Barley. 

Oats. 


1917. 

X9t8. 

19X9* 

1917. 

19x8. 

X9I9. 

1917 

I91S. 

19x9. 


f. d. 

8. d. 

5 . d. 

f. 

d. 

8. d. 

f. d. 

s. 

d. 

8. d. 

8. d. 

Loudon 

79 9 

74 8 

73 a 

66 

a 

5* 9 

64 9 

55 

4 

— 

* 

Norwich 

77 11 

74 1 

7i 4 

65 

2 

57 7 

63 9 

55 

2 

45 X 

4» 3 

Peterborough 

78 1 

74 8 

72 I) 


X 

56 7 

62 2 

55 

f 


48 4 

Lincoln 

77 8 

74 I 

73 6 

60 

0 

56 3 

6x 6 

54 

8 


SX 7 

Doncaster 

77 II 

73 S 

73 xo 

— 



67 10 

54 

XI 


47 xo 

Seliibufy ... 

78 2 

73 6 

72 XI 

65 

8 

$6 3 

62 6 

55 

X 

45 * 

48 a 









1919 ']’ 


471 


Prices or Cj:^. 

Arbragb Prices of Britisli Coni per Quarter of 8 Impertel 
Bodiels, computed from the Returns received under the Com 


Returns Act, 1882, in eadi Week in 19x7, X918 and 19x9. 



MoTE.>-Retiinii of purchases by weight or weighed measure are converted to 
teoecial Bushels at the following ratco : Wheat, 6 lb. ; Barley, $0 lb. l Oats, 
39 Ibk per Imperial BusheU 
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PRICES OF AGRICULTURAL PRODUCE. 

Average Prices of Live Stoce in Engiand and Waives 


in June and Biay, X919. 

{CompiUd from Reports received from the Board’s Market 

Reporters.) 




June. 

May. I 

Description. 












First 

Second 

First 

Second 



Grade. 

Grade. 

Grade. 

Grade. 



per ewt. 

per cwt. 

per cwt. 

per cwt. 

Fat Stock 


live we^ht. 

live weight. 

live weight. 

live weight. 

Cattle • 


X. d. 

X. a! 

Polled Scots 

... 

84 10 

80 0 

85 9 

80 5 

Herefords 


85 2 

80 0 

8$ 8 

79 II 

Shorthorns 


84 II 

79 II 

55 * 

79 10 

Devons 


85 0 

80 0 

85 2 

80 0 

Welsh Runts 

... 

84 6 

to 0 

8s 3 

78 0 

Fat Cows 


79 II 

71 xo 

79 II 

71 10 



First 

Second 

First 

Second 



Quality. 

Quality 

Quality. 

Quality. 



per lb.* 

per lb.* 

per lb.* 

per lb.* 



d. 

d. 

d. 

d. 

Veal Calves 

Sheep : — 

... 

ao 

Mi 

I7i 

loi 

9i 

Downs 

... 

Mi 

Mi 

Mi 

Longwools 

... 

I4l 

Mi 

m 4 

Mi 

Cheviots 

... 

Mi 

Mi 

Mi 

Mi 

Blackfaced 

... 

Mi 

Mi 

Mi 

Mi 

Welsh 

,, 

Mi 

Mi 

Mi 

Mi 

Cross-breds 

... 

Mi 

Mi 

Mi 

Mi 



per score. 

per score. 

per score. 

per score. 

Pigs:- 

Bacon Pigs 


live weight. 
X. d. 

live weight. 

X. d. 

livq^we^ht. 

live we^ht. 

... 

21 0 

21 0 

21 0 

21 0 

Porkers 

... 

21 0 

21 0 

21 0 

21 0 

Lean Stock;— 


per head. 

per head. 

per head. 

per head. 

Milking Cows : — 


£ 

£ 

£ 

£ 

Shorthorn 3 — In Milk 

... 

53 IZ 

37 4 

50 4 

37 10 

„ — Calveri 

... 

46 11 

35 9 

45 4 

35 6 

Other Breeds— In Milk 

... 

40 2 

30 II 

40 6 

32 0 

„ — Calvers 

... 

40 0 

— 

— 

— 

Calves for Rearing 

Store Csttle ; — 

... 

4 7 

3 6 

3 13 

2 13 

Shorthorns — Yearlings 

... 

17 7 

M 3 

17 II 

14 7 

,, —Two-year-olds... 

27 J7 

22 14 

28 6 

23 2 

„ — Three-year-olds 

37 7 

3* 15 

39 I 

33 I 

Herefords — Two-year-olds. . . 

28 0 

27 12 

31 2 

25 0 

Devons — ,t 


29 0 

*4 13 

30 9 

25 12 

Welsh Runts — „ 

Store Sheep : — 

Hoggs, iloggets, Tegs, 
Lambs— 


27 15 

19 5 

28 7 

22 10 

and 

X. d. 

X. d. 

X. d. 

X. d. 

Downs or Longwools 

... 

83 3 

70 5 

87 I 

70 3 

Store Pigs : — 





8 to 12 weeks old ... 

... 

«5 3 

49 8 

65 2 

48 2 

Z2 to 16 „ „ 

... 

102 0 

82 0 

98 5 

79 7 


* Estimated carcass weight. 


Ners. — ^The price* per Ib. for sheep do not include the value of the skins or pelts, which 
durinRjune made price* equivalent to an additional i|4.per lb. of the carcass weight 
for Downs, Blackfaced and Cross-breds, and xfd.for Longwools, Cheviots, and Welsh, 
ju^durin^ My^ |4. j »c r lb. for Downs, Cheviots and Crossbreds, and ad. for Longwools, 

to addition to the price quoted above for sheep per lb., sellers were entitled, under the Live 
Steofc ISales) Order, iqiS, to chatve an extra amount ranging from 41. to 13*. 4d. per 
hehd daring June, and 5a to tdi. 8a. during May according to the weight of the sh^. 
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Average Prices of Provisions. Potatoes and Hay at 
certain Markets in England in June, 19x9. 

(Compiled from Reports received from the Board's Market 

Reporters.) 



Bristol. 

Liverpool. 

London. 

Description. 

First 

Quality. 

Second 

Quality. 

First 

Quality. 

Second 

Quality. 

First 

Quality. 

Second 

Quality. 


/. 

j. d. 

1. d. 

s. d , ' 

/. d. 

s, d. 

BuTTEn : — 

per 12 lb. 

per 12 lb. 

per 12 lb. 

per 12 lb. 

per 12 lb. 

per 12 lb. 

British 

— 

— 

— 

— 

27 6 

— 


per cwt. 

per cwt. 

per cwt. 

per cwt. 

per cwt. 

per cwt. 

Irish Creftmery — Fresh 

— 

— 

— 

— 

,, Factory 


— 

— 


— 

— 

Imported (Controlled) 

252 0 

— 

252 0 

— 

252 0 

— 

Cheese 

British — 

Cheddar 

144 6 




144 6 


Cheshire 




130 lb. 

>55 0 

_ 

130 lb. 

>55 0 


Canadian 

144 6 

— 

per cwt. 
144 6 

— 

per cwt. 
144 6 

— 

Bacon : — 







Irish (Green) 

>95 6 

— 

>95 6 

— 

>95 6 

— 

Canadian (Green sides) 

191 0 

— 

192 6 

189 0 

194 0 

190 0 

Hams : — 

York (Dried or 

Smoked) 







Irish (Dried or Smoked) 

— 

— 

— 

— 

— 

— 

American (Green) 

(long cut) 

184 0 

— 

188 6 

x86 0 

190 6 

187 0 

Eggs : — 

per 120. 

per 120. 

per 120. 

per 120. 

per.i20. 

per 120. 

British 

— 

— 

— 

— 

35 7 

33 I 

Irish 

30 7 

— 

29 6 

27 9 

31 3 

29 3 

Danish j 

— 

— 

— 


33 6 

30 9 

Potatoes : — 

per ton. 

per ton. 

per Ion. 

per ton. 

per ton. 

per ton. 

Arran Chief 

195 0 

X82 6 

— 

17s 0 

172 6 

— 

Edward VII 

230 0 

^20 0 

iSq 0 

165 0 

192 6 

— 

Up>to-Date 

230 0 : 

zyo 0 

166 6 

151 6 

— 

— 

Hay 







QoYer 



— 







Meadow 



— 


— 



2 K 
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Average Prices of Dead Meat at certain Markets in 
England in June, 1919. 


(Compiled from Reports received from the Board's Market 

Reporters.) 


Detcription. 

Quality. 

1 Birming- 
ham. 

j 

Leeds. 

Liver- 

pool. 

London. 

’ • j 

Man- 

chester. 



per cwt. 

per cwt. 

per cwt. 

per cwt. 

per cwt. 

Bsif 


/. 

d . 

X. 

d . 

X. 

d. 

X. 

d. 

X. 

d. 

EngHih 

1st 

119 

0 

119 

0 



119 

0 

119 

0 


and 

119 

0 

1 19 

0 



119 

0 

119 

0 

Cow and Bull 

1st 

119 

0 

1 19 

0 

119 

0 

119 

0 

I19 

0 


and 

119 

0 

119 

0 

100 

6 

105 

0 

100 

6 

Irith : Fort KlUed 

1st 





119 

0 

119 

0 

119 

0 


2nd 

..I. 




119 

0 

119 

0 

119 

0 

Argentine Frozen — 












Hind Quarters 

1st 

I17 

0 

118 

0 

1x8 

0 

118 

0 

118 

0 

Fore „ 

ist 

83 

6 

83 

0 

83 

0 

83 

0 

83 

0 

American Frozen — 












Hind Quarters 

i&i 


0 

115 

6 

115 

6 

115 

6 

115 

6 

Fore „ 

1st 

«3 

0 

80 

6 

80 

6 

80 

6 

80 

6 

Canadian Frozen— 












Hind Quarters 

1st 

113 

0 

115 

6 

IIS 

6 

115 

6 

114 

6 

Fore ,, 

1st 

83 

0 

80 

6 

80 

4 

80 

6 

81 

6 

Vial:— 












British 

1st 

139 

6 

240 

0 

— 


167 

6 

147 

0 


and 

108 

6 

119 

0 

— 


132 

0 

122 

0 

Foreign 

1st 

— 




— 




— 


Mutton 












Scotch 

1st 

126 

0 

126 

0 

126 

0 

126 

0 

126 

0 


and 

126 

0 

126 

0 

126 

0 

126 

0 

126 

0 

English 

1st 

126 

0 

126 

0 




126 

0 

126 

0 


and 

126 

0 

126 

0 




126 

0 

126 

0 

Irish: Port Killed 

1st 

i — 


. — 


126 

0 




126 

0 


and 




— 


126 

0 




126 

0 

Argentine Frozen 

1 st 

1 107 

6 

107 

6 

107 

6 

107 

6 

107 

6 

New Zealand ,, 

1st 

1 - 


— 




107 

6 

1 X07 

6 

Australian ,, 

1st 

1 ““ 

1 




— 


107 

6 

107 

6 

Lamb 


! 










British 

1st 

j 126 

0 

126 

0 



— 


126 

0 


and 

126 

0 

126 

0 






126 

0 

New Zealand 

1st 

107 

6 

107 

6 

107 

6 

107 

6 

107 

6 

Australian 

1st 







— 


107 

6 

Argentine 

xst 

1 

107 

! 

6 

107 

6 

107 

6 

107 

6 

107 

6 

Foek 












1 British 

1st 

1 


149 

6 

149 

6 

149 

6 

149 

6 


and 

i 








149 

6 

Frosen 

1st 

I 


— 


— 


— 
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DISEASES OF ANIMALS ACTS 1894 to 19x4* 

Numbbe of Outbrbaxs, andjof Animals Attacked or Slaughtered. 
GREAT BRITAIN. 

(From the Returns of th^Board of Agriculture and Fisheries,) 


Dissasb. 

June. 

Six Months 
ENDED June. 

1919. 

1918. 

1919. 

1918. 

Anthrax 





Outbreaks 

12 

11 

xoo 

*43 

Animals attacked 

13 

13 

132 

161 

Foot-and-Mouth Diieate: — 





Outbreaks 

— 

— 

19 

— 

Animals attacked 

— - 

— 

154 

— 

Glanders (including Farcy) : — 





Outbreaks 

2 

4 

14 

*9 

Animals attacked 

2 

13 

40 

55 

Parasitic Mange 





Outbreaks 

397 

329 

3.479 

3,990 

Animals attacked 

780 

S8S 

6,849 

S.703 

Rabies 





Number of cases 

14 

... 


— 

>• ' f* Dogs affected ... 

14 


Z12 

— 

,, „ other animals 





affected 

— 

i 

3 

— 

Sheep-scab 


I 



Outbreaks 

1 

9 1 

213 

244 

Swine Fever;— 


1 



Outbreaks 

29s 

186 

1,014 

7*9 

Swine slaughtered as diseased 




or exposed to infection ... 

V‘” 158 

83 

445 

260 


IRELAND. 

(From the Returns of the Department of Agriculture and Technical 
Instruction for Ireland,) 


Disease. 

Two Weeks 
ENDED 14TH Junk. 

24 Weeks 
ENDED 14TH June. 

*9*9. 

X918. 

1919. 

1918. 

Anthrax 





Outbreaks 

— 

— 



I 

Animals attacked 

*— 

— 


1 

Glanders (including Farcy) : — 





Outbreaks 

— 

— 

I 


Animals attacked 

— 


I 


Parasitic Mange:— 





Outbreaks 

>3 

5 


13 

Sheep-scab : — 

Outbreaks 

2 

6 

] 

152 1 

170 

Swine Fever:— 

Outbreaks 


2 

■ ,r 1 

9 

Swine slaughteied as diseased 
or exposed to infection 

I 

2 

! 

60 i 

29 
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TIM WtatlMr bi EtiiiMicI during June. 



Temperature. 

Rainfall. 

Bri(|[ht 

Sunshine. 

Diftrict. 

d 

id 

Amount. 

H 

I'd 

SI 

1 

s 

>> 

li 


1 

ha ft 

o< 



It) V 

S-S 

. pca 

i-i 

Q 

hi 0 

Q’S 


•F. 

•F. 

In. 

Mm.* 

Mm.* 


Hours. 

Hours. 

W$eh ending yth June s 







6-s 


England, N.E. 

57-0 

+3-2 

o*i6 

4 

— 7 

3 

+0-4 

England, K 

Midland Counties ... 

56*3 

+0-3 

o*o8 

2 

—II 

I 

6-5 

—0*2 

S9'° 

•f3*o 

0*11 

3 

— II 

2 

6*2 

40 - 1 

England, S.E. 

57*7 

40*9 

0*05 

I 

—*3 

I 

6*6 

—0*4 

England. N.W. ... 

57*7 

+2-7 

0*21 

5 

- 5 

2 

6*6 

+0-3 

England, S.W. ... 

57*7 

41-6 

O' 08 

2 

— 12 

I 

6*8 

0*0 

Englilh Channel ... 

577 

+<i-9 

000 

0 

-X3 

0 

7-2 

— O’l 

Wt»h ending 14 th June : 
England, N.E. 

59*1 

4-4-8 

0 12 

3 

— 7 

2 

99 

A 

+3 5 

England, E 

6o*4 

44*6 

0 'o 8 

2 

—10 

I 

10*5 

43*8 

Midland Counties ... 

6 o*o 

44*3 

029 

7 

— 3 

2 

lO'O 

436 

England, S.E. 

597 

43*0 

0*05 

I 

— 9 

X 

9*4 

+2-3 

England, N.W. 

57*9 

42-3 

0-42 

11 

— I 

3 

9*5 

4**4 

England, S.W. 

57*7 

41*6 

0'45 

11 

- I 

2 ' 

9*3 

42*1 

English Channel ... 

59*1 

42-1 

O'OI 

0 

— 8 

* 

8-2 

— 0*1 

Weeli ending 21 st June ; 
England, N.E. 

58-1 

4x*9 

O ’ 16 

4 

—10 

3 

6*3 

40-4 

England, £ 

59*3 

41*4 

0*65 

*7 

4 6 

2 

9*8 

43*2 

Midland Counties ... 

581 

407 

0*27 

7 

— 7 

3 

7*4 

4**6 

England, S.E. 

58-2 

0-0 

0*58 

*5 

4 4 

3 

9*7 

427 

England, N.W. ... 

55*2 

— 1-4 

0*48 

12 

— 6 

4 

6*5 

“i“ 0*8 

England, S.W. ... 

557 

— 1*2 

0*37 

9 

- 5 

3^ 

67 

4 o *6 

English Channel ... 

57*9 

—0*3 

0’36 

9 

— 3 

3 

8*6 

1 

41*1 

Week ending 28 th June: 









IBngland, N.E. 

5*7 

-5*0 

0*34 

9 

— 3 

5 

3*4 

—3*0 

England, £ 

53*4 

—6-3 

0 23 

6 

— 5 

3 

3*6 

—3*7 

Midland Counties ... 

53*7 

'54 

0’20 

5 

— 9 

4 

4*0 

—25 

England, S.E. 

55*0 

—5*0 

O’oS 

1 2 

— 8 

2 

48 

—3*1 

England, N.W. ... 

53*0 i 

--48 

0-32 

8 

— 9 

4 

4 2 

2 ’ I 

England, S.W. 

, 54*5 

—3*9 

0*28 

7 

— 8 

3 

5*3 

-- 1*8 

English Channel ... 

55 5 

—39 

0-30 

1 8 

1 

— I 

2 

6*7 

““1*9 


* X inch = 25*4 nillimetrea. 


(519) Wt, P* 2127 — 12.500 7 / 19 , J. T* & Sm Ltd. 
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EDITORIAL NOTES. 

The English farmer has been reproached in the past with 
his unwillingness to take to new and unfamiliar feeding 
stuffs. When suj)plios of the commoner 
‘ feeding stuffs -were plentiful this attitude 
was perhaps not open to any very serious criticism. With 
a pronounced falling oft in the imports of concentrated 
feeding stuffs during the War, however, any hesitation to 
make use of whatever was available* was bound to be costly, 
since farmers were compelled to d(‘pend less on the concen- 
trated feeding stuffs to which thc‘y had been accustomed and 
rely more on ordinary roots and fodders, or else to use more 
extensively certain home products which they had previously 
either entirely neglected or used only to a small extent. 
Now that the early prejudices have l^en disi^elled some of 
these home products promise to play a more important part 
in the feeding of live stock. 

Of these new and hithc-rto little-used feeding stuffs, fish meal 
is perhaps the b()st known. Before the War the manufacture 
of fish meal had attained the dimensions of a considerable 
industry at the larger fishing ports in the country, but, 
although its use as a food for pigs and poiiltry v^as steadily 
increasing, it was not very popular with farmers, and by 
far the greater proportion manufactured was exported to 
the Continent. It lies entirely with British farmers to decide 
whether that export trade will be resumed, or whether, as it 
is hoped, they themselves will consume the supplies of fish 
meal that are made in the country. Fish meal is no longer 
an untried or doubtful feeding stuff, and its good qualities are 
now familiar to a rapidly-increasing numlxT of farmers who 
find it a valuable food for all classes of live stock. Its 
possibilities as a feeding stuff are discussed in an instructive 
and interesting article by Dr. Crowther at p. 480. 

♦ l|C « « « ♦ 
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A POINT which is deserving of the closest attention of 
farmers is the possible use of new and labour-saving machinery 
and implements. The enormous saving 
which may be effected by rapid cultiva- 
tion, and particularly by rapid harvesting 
of crops in suitable weather, is now coming to be clearly 
recognised by the majority. Farmers now happily recognise 
the undoubted fact that in modern farming labour -sa\'ing 
machinery of the highest grade is as absolutely essential 
as skilled workmen, and agricultural societies might well 
aid in impressing this point on the few who are as yet 
unconvinced. The need for improvements is so strongly 
felt, both publicly and officially, that a Departmental Com- 
mittee on agricultural machinery and implements has been 
appointed by the President of the Board (see this Journal, 
July. 1919, p. 465). Arrangements have also been made to 
publish in this Journal a series of articles dealing with, the 
various classes of machinery, the first article appearing in 
this issue, p. 484. 

The article on the work of the Rothamsted Agricultural 
Experimental Station from 1914 to 1919 at*p. 497 will be 
read with interest as showing the steps 
which are being taken, both by field investi- 
gation and laboratory experiment, to add 
to our knowledge of the best methods of increasing crop pro- 
duction. The exigencies of war have stimulated scientific 
inquiry in all branches of industry to an extent which would 
hardly have been realised in the less necessitous times of peace, 
and the threatened shortage of foodstuffs made this especially 
so in the case of agriculture. It was natural that Rothamsted, 
the home of agricultural research in this country, should take a 
leading part in the work of investigation. The scarcity of 
fertilisers brought about by the reduction of our imports and 
the supreme requirements of munitions led to experiments 
designed to test the merits of new fertilisers or to derive the 
greatest benefit from the reduced supplies of those of established 
worth. The workers at Rothamsted have been busy also in 
devising means of combating insect and fungus pests and 
weeds and in the control of soil organisms. 

Agriculture is essentially an industry in which energy and 
experience will prove the main factors for success — but experi- 
ence should include experiment. 
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Scientific and up-to-date farmers recognise the value of 
experiment and research directed to the solution of agrkultural 
problems. Some farmers, however, are still disposed to regard 
theory as being inapplicable to practical operations : it is hoped 
that any such who may read the account of what has been 
achieved at Rothamsted during the War will realise that as 
great and even greater services will in future be rendered to 
agriculture and to them. The best results can only be obtained 
be combining practical experience of farm work with a know- 
ledge of the new facts which science has revealed. 


The adjustment of farming practice to the rapidly-changing 
conditions which are the aftermath of the War offers many 
. probkms of great complexity. During 

Soul^STitem period farmers frequently had to 

face novel and difficult situations, but 
the main policy kept in ^'icw', that is, the production of the 
maximum amount of feed for the countiy, even at the expense 
of the individual, was always clear. Although the interests 
of the country must necessarily still be kept in the foreground, 
farmers must now formulate their future farming poh’cy with 
more regard to the play of ordinary economic factors. In 
doing this they will not always obtain correct guidance from 
pre-war practice, and it may often be necessary to work on 
entirely new lines. 

In no branch of farming is the problem more difficult than 
in the feeding of dairy stock. Arabic land offers opportunities 
for the production of food for dairy cows in an intensive 
fashion that will enable a much greater number to be kept on 
a particular acreage of land. Though little followed in this 
country where grass holdings have been cheap, the Soiling 
System is widely practised in many foreign countries. 
During the past few years some very interesting experiments 
have been carried out at the Harper Adams Agricultural 
College with a view to showing the possibilities of the system 
as applied to conditions in this country. A full account of 
these experiments will be found in the article, “ Farming on. 
the Soiling System,” which appears in this issue, p. 507. 


2 L Z’ 
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FISH MEAL AS A FOOD FOR 
LIVE STOCK. 

Chas. Crowther, M.A., Ph.D., 

Director of Research, Olympia Agricultural Company, Limited, 

The greatly reduced imports of concentrated feeding-stuffs 
during the War forcibly directed attention to the fact that 
there is much home-produced material suitable for feeding 
purposes which in pre-war days was either entirely .neglected, 
or used only to a very small extent by owners of live stock in 
this country. This applies particularly to fish meal, the pro- 
duction of which beiore the War had attained the dimensions 
of a considerable industry at the larger fishing ports of the 
United Kingdom. It is estimated that in 1913, out of a total 
production of 40,000 tons of fish meal, 30,000 tons were 
exported to the Continent, mainly to Germany, where it found 
a ready sale. In this country the; use of fish meal for pigs and 
poultry has been steadily increasing in recent years, but it has 
been httle used in the feeding of other classes of live stock, and 
the total demand is still far below what the potential supply 
will be when the fishing industry is fully rehabUitated. There 
is grave risk, therefore, that manufacturers may be obliged 
once more to resume the export trade. This contingency can 
only be avoided by an extended use of fish meal by British 
farmers, as a food not merely for pigs and poultry, but also 
for oth(;r classes of live stock. 

Composition of Fish MsoL— In purchasing fish meal it is 
necessary to distinguish carefully between the fish meal 
manufactured for uj>e as a feeding-stuff and the inferior article, 
commonly sold as " fish guano,” which is intended for manure. 
The raw material from which the former is made consists of 
the fresh offid (heads, etc.) removed from the fish at the ports 
before despatch, together with whole fish rejected as unfit 
for hiunan consumption or rendered unsaleable owing to an 
excessive supply. The best manufacturers reject herrings for 
making fish meal on the grounds that they contain too much 
oil, and the. herring residue received from the curers contains 
too much salt. '\\Tiere the object of the manufacturer is to 
produce a ” fish giiano,” no such discrimination is exercised, 
as no question of wholesomeness arises, the one object being 
to secure a product which contains sufficient nitrogen and 
phosphate to form a satisfactory fertiliser. 
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When parchasing fish meal for feeding purposes it is advLsaWe, 
therefore, to ask for special guarantees, such as are outlined 
below. 

In the manufacture of fish meal the raw material is first 
thoroughly steamed and a portion of the oil removed, and the 
residue then completely dried at a high temjx^rature, and 
ground to meal. 

The composition of fish meal is variabli*, but th(^ following 
summary of nine analyses made in recent 3T"ars gives an 
indication of its general character : — 

Range of Variation, Average^ 


Moisture 

Per cent, 

7’ 7 to 1 8* I 

Per cent, 
12*9 

Albuminoids (Protein) 

.. . 

63- 1 

— 

Oil 

. 

(yj 

3'7 

Mineral Salts (Ash) 

20-8 , 

28-0 

24-9 

Including Phosphate of Lime 

16 6 , 

20*6 

i8-8 

„ Salt 

0-6 , 

5' 3 

2*2 

("arbohydrates, Fibre, etc 

03. 

\ - 

1*9 


It will be seen that the chief characteristics of the compos- 
ition of fish meal are its richness in albuminoids and }>hosphate 
of lime, ingredients which may be expe^cted to give it a special 
valuc^ for tlie production of flesh and bone. It contains a very 
small proportion of carbohydrates, however, and hence can 
only exercise its full value effectively when used along with other 
feeding-sfuffs which supply an abundance of this constiiucitt^ 
such as the home-grown fodders, roots and grain foods, or the 
more starchy purchased feeding-stuffs such as maize and 
milling offals. The complaints that have frequently been made 
that fish meal taints the flavour of the carcass are almost 
certainly due to neglect of this precaution — fish meal having 
formed too large a proportion of the diet in these cases. As 
a rough, general rule for practical feeding purposes, it may be 
suggested that fish meal should not form more than about one- 
eighth of the total dry food consumed. Practical experience 
in pig-feeding has demonstrated that, if this rule be adhered 
to, pork or bacon of excellent quality can be produced without 
the slightest fishy taint, provid^, of course, that the fish meal 
is of good quality, and not too rich in fish oil. 

standaitl Qiialfty Rtii Meal. — In order to secure these latter 
essentials special guarantees should be demanded in the 
purchase of fish meal. To meet this demand, the Association 
of Fish Meal, Fish Guano and Fish Oil Manufacturers, com- 
prising nearly all the manufacturers in Great Britain, have 
agreed to produce a meal from white fish only (i,e,, without 
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ItenriDgs or other unsuitable material), to be sold as ” White 
Rdi Meal,” and to conform with the following limits as to 
composition ; — 

Albuminoids . . . . . . Not less than 55 per cent. 

Phosphate of Lime .. „ 16 ,, 

Oil . . . . . . . . Not more than 5 per cent. 

bait •• •* •• •• ft II 4 

^ich a meal should be light-brownish in colour, well-ground 
and free from large pieces of bone, and should not have the 
markedly offensive smell associated with decayed fish. If the 
moisture content does not exceed about lo per cent,, the meal 
^ould keep well for a considerable period in a dry store, 
preferably with wooden floor. 

vakw •• Food for Livo stook.- In Scandinavia and elsewhere 
on the Continent fish meal has been found very useful in the 
feeding of horses, cattle, sheep, pigs and poultry. In tliis 
country its use for pigs and prmltry is now widespread and 
increasing, whilst recent experiments indicate that it forms a 
satisfactory food for calves. 

Horses. — Fish meal has been fed with satisfactory results to 
horses up to an amount of 2 lb. per head per day. The fish meal 
must be given in admixture with other foods and introduced 
very graduallj^ into the diet, otherwise very great difficulty 
may be exixrienced at first in securing satisfactory con.sumption. 
It should be particularly useful when supplies ot good hay are 
scanty and much straw is consequently fed. 

Cattle. — Fish meal has been used with satisfactory results, to 
the extent of 2 or 3 lb. per head per day by Scottish cattle feeders. 
Difficulty has been experienced in some cases in securing 
satisfactory consumption at the outset, but with a little 
i^enuity in blending the foods this is soon overcome. The 
ridmess of fish meal in albuminoids marks it out as a particu- 
larfy suitable supplement to a diet of roots and straw. 

Milch Cows. — Experiments in Scandinavia and elsewhere have 
demonstrated that fish meal can be fed to dairy cows to the extent 
of 4 lb. per head daily or even more without imparting a fishy 
taint to the milk. In view of the special requirements of milch 
cows for albuminoids, fish meal would thus appear to be distinctly 
useful for milk production. Its use under the conditions of 
average farm practice, however, must alwa5rs involv'e a risk of 
direct contamination of the milk through the agency of the 
milker rather than that of the cow, especially where the milker 
has occasion to handle the foods before milking. Only where 
tile greatest care is taken to avoid such contamination can the 
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use of fish meal for milch cows be recommended, but, if the 
necessary precautions are taken and a limited proportion of 
fish meal, say not exceeding 3 lb. per head per day, is fed, no 
undesirable consequences need be feared. 

Calves . — For calf-rearing purposes the richness of fish meal 
in albuminoids and “ bone phosphate ” must be regarded as 
particularly advantageous. In recent experiments on the 
rearing of calves on whey and meal mixtures satisfactory 
resxilts have been obtained with mixtures containing fish meal. 

Li experiments at Kilmarnock in 1916 and 1917 the following 
mixtures were used : — 

(1) Oatmeal, 2 parts. (2) Fine Thirds, 2 parts. 

Fish Meal, 1 part. Fish Meal, i part. 

In experiments carried out at Reading in 1918, under the 
auspices of the Board of Agriculture, the following mixtures 
containing fish meal were included in the tests and gave 
satisfactory results* : — 

(i) Linseed Meal, 3 parts. (2) Linseed Meal, 3 parts. 

Bean Meal, 3 parts. Fish Meal, i part. 

Fish Meal, i part. 

(3) Linseed Meal, 3 parts. 

Finely Ground Oats, 3 parts. 

Fish Meal, 1 part. 

In the Kilmarnock experiments the meals were fed in the 
form of a porridge, but in the Reading experiments they were 
consumed in the dry state, at the rate of i lb. meal per gallon 
of whey. Although these mixtures were specially intended 
for use with whey, there is no reason why similar mixtures 
should not do equally well for other conditions of calf -rearing. 
Fish meal used for calf-rearing should be of the best quality, 
and finely ground. 

Sheep . — Fish meal is a useful supplementary food for sheep 
on roots, and may be given at the rate of 2 to 3 07.. daily per 
100 lb. live weight, in admixture with pulped roots or other 
food. It should be particularly useful for ewes in milk. 

Pigs . — Experiments conducted by the Seale-Hayne Agri- 
cultural College, the University of Leeds, and the West of 
Scotland Agricultural College have all confirmed the view, 
which is steadily gaining ground in practice, that fish meal is 
an excellent feeding-stuff for pigs. In the Leeds experiments 
in which fish meal formed from one-ninth to one-seventh of 
the total dry food, rising in the last month to more than i lb. 
per head daily, no detrimental infiuence upon the appearance, 

♦ See this Journal for April, 1919, p. 39. 



4^4 ItOOERKT LaBOCH-SaVINO iMPLEXEUrtra [j«DG., 


colour, soielL or cooking qualities of the meat could be .detected, 
ft is to be hoped, tlierefoce, that baooa factors will take a 
more tolerant view than has prevailed in some quarters in lite 
past as to the suitability of fish meal for pig-feeding under 
proper conditions. 

In purchasing fish meal for pig-feeding it is necessary to 
ensure that the meal does not contain more than a very small 
percentage of salt, or detrimental results may ensue. 

Poultry . — Fish meal is now largely used in poultry-feeding 
and gives very good results where the necessary precautions 
are taken. It is desirable that the fish meal should be 
introduced gradually into the diet and that the proportion 
used should not exceed one-twentieth of the whole diet in the 
case of chickens, or one-tenth in the case of adult fowls. It 
may be used rather more liberally for ducks. 

The necessity of avoiding a salty meal referred to in the case 
of pigs is even more import2int in the case of poultry. 

(This article will be issued as Leaflit No. 333.) 


MODERN LABOUR-SAVING 
IMPLEMENTS. 

Thompson Close, 

The T'of'd Produchnn Department of the Board 
The labour position and the level to which wages have risen 
make it necessary for all farmers to rely, to an extent never 
before known in this country, upon machinery and implements 
which will economise labour. The farm of the future will 
demand an cver-incrcasing degree of mechanical skill, and the 
trend of events will cause the farmer to eliminate the less 
intelligent men who are unable to handle modem machines 
skilfully. This process may be gradual, but inevitably the 
fanner who is unwilling or unable to employ the most efficient 
machinery, or who is unable to obtain or pay for skilled labour, 
will be drivim from business. 

For many years before the War there was by no means a 
universal eagerness to try and put into use labour-saving 
machinery. Farmers of the present generation can wdl 
recollect the slowness with which the binder came into general 
use. Even in the years immediately preceding the War, 
there were districts in .)vhich migratory unskilled labour was 
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preferred to the machine. Frequently, where a farmer relied 
upon low-paid unskilled labour he found fault with the modern 
machinery which was to supersede it ; but the fault was at 
least as frequently in the inefficient labour as in the machine. 
When the binder was first introduced, the farmer almost 
invariably had to take charge of it himself if he wished to get 
good results, and even to-day the ordinary laboxirer who can 
take charge of the machine is an exception. 

The farmer is, therefore, faced with two problems. He has 
first to make up his mind which machines and implements can 
be most economically employed on his land, and he has then to 
obtain labour which can handle them. He can obtain informa- 
tion as to the more important machines put on the market 
from the agricultural press, and from time to time articles 
upon the subject will appear m this Journal. The farmer has 
been afforded exceptional opportunities during the past two 
years through seeing Govi-mmcnt tractors and tractor machines 
at work ; but there are in most districts at all times oppor- 
tunities for seeing new machines at work which have been 
introduced by progressive farmers. There is still room for 
demonstrations of improved devices under the auspices of 
public bodies or societies free from any interested motive, 
which will afford opportunities to farmers in all districts to 
make themselves acquainted with the possibilities of new 
machines. 

The education of the labourer and even of the farmer in the 
use and maintenance of farm machinery is a matter which 
still requires much attention on the part of the State and the 
agricultural community. 

A great many lessons have been learnt during the War, and 
the use of tractors and tractor implements has come to be 
appreciated. Tractors were dealt with in an article in this 
Journal for December, 1918, p. 1,045 ^ further article on this 

subject may await the results of recent British enterprise 
udddh may be forthcoming at the Lincoln trials in September, 
In the present article it is proposed to deal generally with 
the types of tractor implements in use, and to indicate 
the possibilities of further developments. 

It may be said generally that tractor implements have 
reached a higher stage of development than the tractor itself. 
The gesiiNral principles of construction are those of hor^ 
implements, and although modifications in points of detail a^I 
be necessary, it is largely a question of adapting eating 
imj^ements to tractor draught. Short of a revolution in the 





method of tillage — ^which is always a possibility, although 
perhaps a remote one — ^important changes are likely to be 
slowand few. 

flottgha-'ln the construction of tractor ploughs the British 
manufacturer has undoubtedly lagged behind his American 
competitor. One great fault of the British manufacturer was 
that he did not appreciate the fact that the saving of labour 
was of prime importance. This lack of perception is shown, 
for example, in the construction of ploughs which were not of 
the self-lift type. The fault is, however, remedied in the more 
recent types of ploughs manufactured in this country. 

'N^’hat is the advantage of the self-lift plough ? The tractor 
driver operates both tractor and plough, and thereby halves 
the labour bill. I'he objection raised is that one man is 
required to keep the breasts clean, but, if breasts are properly 
burnished off, trouble on this head is not frequent. An Oliver 
plough — ^to name a popular American type — very seldom clogs 
up, owing to the highly finished workmanship on the breasts 
of the machine. 

Another fault of British makes has been their rather heavy 
construction, and until recently insufficient attention has been 
paid to wheel bearings, for, of course, the wheels of a tractor 
plough require greater bearing surface than those of a horse- 
drawn plough. In some American types, at leasts these faults 
were not found, and the Biitish manufacturer has cause to be 
thankful that mistakes of another kind were made by importers 
of American ploughs. It was a mistake, for example, to 
introduce an Oliver plough with the very abrupt bottom and 
wide furrow, which gained for it a considerable amount of 
unpopularity in this country, although the general construction 
of the plough is good and the firm produce a very wide range 
of tjrpes. ^ 

There has been a certain amount of controversy as to the 
number of bottoms with which a tractor plough should be 
provided. Both in America and in Central Europe, tractors 
of powerful types have been employed to draw four to eight 
furrows and more, but the experience of the last few years has 
shown conclusively that, for English conditions, light tractors, 
drawing tw^o or three furrows, are the most efficient and 
economical for general purposes. Even now there is a tendency 
to overload a tractor by requiring it to pull three furrows under 
conditions where with two furrows the work would be done as 
quickly, if not more quickly, and with far less strain upon the 
engine. Much good work has, of course, been done with 





Fig. I. — Ransome Two-Furrow Stlf-Iilt Plough. 







Fig. 4. — Ransnnic Ihrce-Fuirow Riding Plongli. 



K.i iiS( line 'I liicc-l'iirrow Rulinjjj Plough lollowcd by Land Prcs''('r 
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Raoysome, Cockshutt and other three-furrow ploughs under 
suitable conditions, and the latter has the advantage of being 
convertible from two to three furrows during operations. 

A great deal of inferior ploughing is entirely duo to lack of 
skill on the part of the operator. It is sometimes difficult to 
get an efficient tractdr driver, and even if this is achieved it 
does not foUow that he can set his plough to the best advantage. 
The writer has frequently experienced this trouble when going 
round the country. Nothing looks worse to a farmer than to 
see his land ploughed up with unequal furrows, bad setting in 
and taking out of headlands, etc., faults which are entirely 
due to the unskilful handling and inexperience of the operator. 

It is obvious that no plough is able to give universal satis- 
faction, different soils requiring different types, but each of the 
makes referred to hereunder may be classed as a general 
purpose type and will, it is considered, give satisfaction if 
skilfully handled. Of the American ploughs which have been 
recently introduced into this country specially for tractor 
work, the Oliver, Cockshutt and Hamilton appear to have given 
the greatest satisfaction. The Oliver ploughs of the types 
best known in this country are particularly suitable for cross- 
cutting in the spring and the breaking up of fallows. For this 
purpose when fitted with the No 221 breast the Oliver plough 
breaks up the furrow, and the subscqu( nt operations are made 
easier, the furrow being in a loose condition and ready for 
after cultivation. This, of course, applies chiefly to light and 
dry soils, but good work has also been done by this type of 
plough on stronger land. The Cockshutt plough is suitable for 
all operations requiring the use of the general purpose breast. 
It is more like the long-breasted English ploughs than the 
majority of imported ploughs The Hamilton plough has 
proved itself to be veiy suitable for ploughing old seed or 
swath land. This plough will do good work on very hard 
land in the autumn where ploughs of some other types would 
not enter at all. llie Hamilton is of the self -lift type, and is 
found to leave a clean-cut furrow in preparation for wheat 
sowing. 

One of the best general types of English plough is un- 
doubtedly the Ransome, which has made itself popular in 
many districts. The makers have recently added to the general 
utility of this implement by the adoption of the two-furrow 
self-lift pattern, and the writer has seen successful trials with 
this new plough, but where the heavier type of tractor is 
employed the three-furrow riding plough has certainly given 
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^cdleni results with the general piu-pose breast, leaving a 
dean weU-set-up furrow so necessary in this country for frost 
action and drainage purposes. 

CattlHitert i tprinar-toeth TTpa — ^The Martin, Ransome and 
Nicholson are all of very much the same pattern, being 
adaptations of the old horse pattern, and they all have their 
particular good qualities. Here again it must be pointed out 
that the general complaints made against these implements are 
as a rule due to the fault of the operator. Unless he is carefully 
supervised — and this applies to both horse- and tractor- 
driven tyj)es — he will frequently fail to keep the levers at the 
proper depth, whereas, in the case of the old-fashioned wooden 
(^ckfoot drag this trouble never occurred, as there could be 
no alteration in depth when once started. There are still some 
points in construction in these machines that are being suc- 
cessfully improved upon, for example, extra bearing surface 
for road wheels, attention to the hitching gear to tractor, etc. 

dim Harrows,— These are most useful implements in the pre- 
paration of autumn seed-beds, and their employment on newly- 
broken-up ground will save many opxjrations which would 
otherwise be necessary where any turf remains unbroken as the 
result of the previous season’s ploughing. An excellent seed- 
bed is the result if the land is twice worked over when it is in 
dry condition. Long experience of the old type tine harrowing, 
when carried out under suitable conditions, shows that on 
clean land much labour would have been saved by the employ- 
ment of the pre-sent typxi of disc harrow. It may, however, 
be noted in connection with this typx; of implement that, if 
used in the summer fallowing on land which abounds in twitch, 
additional labour may be necessary to clean the land, owing to 
the liability of the implement to cut up the rubbish and twitch 
into small pieces. 

ImiiiMiwnt* uMtf with Traotorw— The implements described 
above are those which are more generally in use with tractors 
in this country. The binder was used with the tractor fairly 
generally last harvest, and more particularly under the auspices 
of the Food Production Dep)artment. The tractor tends to 
travel at a greater spxied than that for which the binder is 
built, and the wear and tear has been excessive. It will 
pirobably be found necessary to introduce a new design of binder 
for tractor work, one of stronger construction and adapted for 
a more rapid sp)eed. It is quite common in America to run 
two or more binders behind a tractor, and this has already 
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been done in a few cases in England ; ;the practice has not, 
however, been generally adopted. 

The use of other implements with the tractor — ^harrows, 
drills, rollers, etc. — is still unusual, but in the near future it is 
certain that farm implements of all classes will be tractor- 
drawn. The tendency will be to use implements of greater 
width and capacity, a tendency already manifest in America, 

DIM Drills.-- A special word maj^ be said as to disc drills, 
which are of comparatively recent introduction into this 
country. Although many types ha\v> i'('ct‘ritly made their 
appearance on the market, the writer is of opinion that it 
is advisable at the present stagt‘ to adhere to the coulter 
or duckfoot type, with a view of keeping the land clean. The 
imperfection of the disc harrows, which has b(‘en shown above, 
applies equally with regard to disc drills, wlic^n used on the 
lighter soils. The disc drills are liable t(^ cut up and bury the 
rubbish if the land is foul, whereas the rt^sult of using the 
duckfoot or coulter drill is similar to that of the use of the 
cultivator. 


‘‘SHELLED’’ GRAIN IN OATS. 

R. G. Stapledon, M.A*., and Hilda Loved ay, B.Sc., 

77i(’ Seed Tcstivg Station of the Board 

In dealing with oat samples at the Seed Testing Station it 
was noticed that an appreciable proportion of the samples 
contained not inconsiderable amounts of “ shdlod ” grain ; 
it was also apparent that the shelled grain did not usually ger- 
minate as well as the normal unshelled grain It was, therefore, 
considered advisable to investigate the matter in greater 
detail. 

It w'as found that shelled grain occurrt'd to greater or less 
extent in samples of all the chief varieties, but that Supreme 
on the average contained considerably more shelled grain than 
did other varieties. The amount of shelled grain in samples 
varied from a negligible amount up to a maximum of about 
57 per cent, by weight, or about 7 jicr cent, by numbers. 

The results of germination tests conducted on both the 
normal unshellcd and shelled grain in the case of 34 samples 
are set out in Table I. on p. 490. 

It will be noted that on the average the shelled grain ger- 
minated 24 per cent, less than the unshelled ; in a few cases 
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Table I. — Showing the Germination of Shelled Grain found in 
Samples as compared with the Normal Unshelled Grain. 


Percentage Germination. 


Variety of Oat. 

j 

No. of 
Samples 
averaged. 

Normal 

Unshellcd 

Shelled. 

Greatest and 
least Decrease 
(or Increase) 
shown by 
Individual 
Samples. 

Black Winter 

5 

95 

80 j 

- ?3 to + I 

Abundance 

6 

90 

72 I 

— 27 to — 5 

Victory 

2 

99 

81 , 

— 22 

Yielder 

I 

97 

: 

-39 

Rival 

I 

97 

69 

-28 

Hero 

1 I 

84 

55 

-29 

Canadian Oat 

I 

98 

81 

- 17 

Supreme 

9 

94 

84 

— 24 to + I 

Potato 

I 

98 

39 ’ 

-59 

Unnamed While 04 ts | 

7 

92 

78 

- 64 to + 15 

Average Figures for 
Samples 

34 

94 

70 1 

Greatest 



decrease | 

=..4 1 

decrease 

S3 64. 


the shelled grain gave gerininations 50 per cent, less than the 
unshelled, and in one instance the decrease was *64 per cent. 
In five cases only was the germination of the shelled grain 
as good as or better than that of the unshelled. The shelled 
grain out of three samples germinated better than the un- 
shelled ; in two of these the increase was insignificant, being 
but I per cent., and in one case only did the germination of 
the shelled grain exceed that of the rmshellcd by a substantial 
amount, i.e., by 15 per cent. 

It was at first thought that the poor germination of shelled 
grain might have been due to the effect of natural drying on 
the unprotected grain. 

In order to test this point, a number of samples were selected, 
and a proportion of the grain of each was carefully hand- 
shelled.* Both the hand-shelled and unshelled grain were 
then dried for varying periods at different tcmperatiHes, and 
were subsequently germinated. The results obtained are given 
in Table II. 


♦ It was found impossible to shell the gram satisfactorily by any means 
other than by carefully slitting open the husk with a knife and then tearing 
it ofi. This proved at best a laborious business, but with practice the assistant 
concerned with these investigations became exceedingly expeditious at the 
work. 
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Table IL — Showing the Effect of Drying on Normal Unshelled 
and on carefully Hand-shelled Grain. 


Percentage Germination and Variety of Oat. 


Treatment, 

Victory. 

Uanulton. 

Goldhnder. 

Record. 

1 Bountiful. 

Dried for. 

1 

1 

1 

. 

•s 

a 

T 3 

g 

•6 

1 

1 

1 

1 






,0 




i d 

i ^ 


5 days at 40® C. 

98 

97 

97 

1 95 

92 

92 









7 days at 40® C, . . | 

100 

98 

98 

j 96 

98 

9 X 

— 


■ — 

— 

19 days at 40® C. 

100 

98 

100 

94 

92 

92 

— 

— 

— 

— 

2 months at 40® C. . . 

100 

100 

95 

.97 

97 

95 ! 

— 

— 

— 

— 

10 hours at 50® C. 

98 








— 

— 

I hour at 60® C. 



94 

, 98 

; 94 

xoo ' 

— 


— 

— 

so minutes at 80® C. . . 

92 


96 

• 100 

j 94 

92 1 

— 

— 

— - 

— 

5 hours at 80® C. 


j 90 




! 

H 7 

97 

1 

«7 


These figures indicate that hand-shelled grain, on the 
average, does not behave differently from normal grain as the 
result of drying ; indeed, with one exception, the only cases 
where a substantial difference occurred showc^d shelled grain 
to be more resistant to drying at a high temperature than nor- 
mal grain. It is thus evident that the poor gc^rmination of 
shelled grain occurring in ordinary samplc^^ cannot be due to 
the effect of drying. The figures given in Table IL also seem 
to show that when grain is carefully shelU'd by hand the 
germination is no worse than that of normal grain. It was, 
therefore, decided to hand-shell the grain from 30 additional 
samples and to compare the germinations given by the normal 
and hand-shelled grain. The results obtained were as follows: — 

Average germination for normal grain, 95 fer cent. 

Average germination for hand-shelled grain, 9G per cent. 

In five cases the hand-shelled gram germinated 5 per cent, or more 
in excess of the normal. The greatest increase was 14 per cent. 

In two cases the normal gram germinated 5 per cent, or more in 
excess of the hand-shelled. The greatest increase was 8 per cent. 

These tests proved that hand-shelled grain, on the average, 
germinated just as well as the normal, and that hand-shelling 
was, if anything, more likely to increase than decrease germina- 
tion.’** The above facts led to the assumption that the poor 
germination of shelled grain in samples was simply due to 
mechanical injury during the threshing operations. A number 
of tests were, therefore, arranged with a view to examining the 
process of germination in the case of shelled grain known 

• It is therefore possible that hand-shelling might prove of some assistance 
in the case of samples with poor energies of germination such as those referred 
to in a previous article. See " The Effect of Drying on the Germination of 
Cereals in this Journal for July, 1919, p. 364. 
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to be of poor germinatizi^ capacity. The results of these tests 
are given in TaUe IIL 

Table IIL — Showing the Manner of Germination of Shelled 
Grain of poor Germinating Capacity. 


Germination of the Shelled Grain in 14 days. 


Ko.of 

Samples 

from 

which the 
Shelled 
Grain 
was taken 
for each 
Test. 


Germina* | 
tion o1 
the 

Normal 

Unshclied 

Gram 

taken from 
the same 
Samples. 


I’lumule 
only ' 
Embryonic 
and 

Adventi- 

tious 

Koots 

absent. 


Plumule 

and 

Adventi- 


Normal 

Germina- 

tion 

with 


timi. Roots Protniclrnce 

onlv. „ . 

Embryonic 

Roots. 


’r.i 

Hill 


Hin 


Two 

Six 

Three . , 
Three .. 


Average 

Figures 


It will be seen from the table that, on the average, 40 per 
cent, of shelled grain was incapable of any growth, and that 
from 3 to 22 per cent, of the grain germinated abnormally. 
The chief feature of this abnormal germination was that tht; 
embryonic roots newr develojx-d, and that only the jdumule 
protruded ; in some cases, however, adventitious roots subse- 
quently sprang out from the lower node of the stem. 

The manner of germination of the sh('lled grain suggested, 
therefore, that the embryo had been injmed in some cases 
sufficiently to prevent germination entirely, and in others that 
the injury had been confined to the region of the coleorhiza, 
thus rendering the embryonic or “ seminal ” roots incapable 
of development. 

In this connection it is interesting to note that, in the case of 
the 30 samples which were carefully hand-shelled, only 0-3 
per cent, of the grain thus shelled germinated abnormally, 
and in one sample only did the at«iormal germination reach 
au appreciable figure (i.e., 5 per cent.) ; in all other cases it was 
kss than 1 per cent. 

A careful inspection of slrelled grain showed, moreover, 
that it was possible within certain limits to recognise the badly- 
iniured grain. In some cases the tip of the grain at the radicle 
end was actually broken off, whilst in others it had been more car 
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less abraised. About 700 grain were examined imder a Zeiss 
binocular, the more obviously injured grain being separated 
from the apparently tminjured and subsequently germinated. 
The results of these tests are given in Table IV. 


Table IV. — Showing the Manner of Germination of Badly- 
damaged and of apparently Undamaged Shelled Grain. 


Reference. 

Normal 

Germination. 

Plumule 

only. 

Plumule and 
Adventitious 
Roots only. 

Dead. 

A 

Ba 

15 

dly Damaged. 
16 

9 

60 

B 

12 

8 

9 

71 

C 

28 

23 

18 

31 

Average Figures 

18 

16 

12 

54 

D 

Apparen 

86 

ily Undamage d. 

5 ' 2 

7 

E 

67 

2 

2 

29 

F 

69 

0 

9 

22 

G 

55 

9 

10 

26 

Average Figures 

69 

4 

6 



The results show that the separation into badly-damaged and 
undamaged grain was only partial, but that the percentage 
germination of the former was con.siderably less than tliat of 
the latter ; the abnormal germinations were also greatest 
in the case of the badly-damaged grain. The figures tend, 
however, to confirm the view that the poor germination of 
shelled grain is due to mechanical injury. A few further 
tests were, therefore, conducted to a.sccrtain the minimum 
amount of mechanical injury that was necessary to affect 
germination adversely. About 600 hand-shelled grain were 
divided into three lots and subjected to the foUowing treat- 
ments ; (a) The grain was rubbed in a cloth. (6) The radicle end 
of the grain was lightly rubbed on a hard surface, (c) The 
extreme tip of the grain (radicle end) was nipped off. It was 
foimd that the grain rubbed in a cloth suffered no injury. The 
grain lightly rubbed on a hard surface dropped 5 per cent, in 
germination and gave 10 per cent, abnormal germination. 
The grain that had the extreme tips nipped off did not lose in 
total germination, but in one test 18 per cent, of the germina- 
tions were abnormal ; in a second test, 12 per cent., and in a 
third 6 per cent, of the germinations were abnormal. 


2 M 






494 


** Shbixeo ’’ Grain in Oats. 


[AU&, 


•umiiMnrf— It has Iseen shown that a certain amount of 
shelled grain is of common occurrence in oat samples. The 
amoimt present does not usually exceed 3 to 5 per cent, by 
weight. It occurs most frequently and in greatest- amount in 
the Supreme variety. 

On the average, shelled grain germinates about 24 per cent, 
below the normail unshelled grain, which constitutes the bulk 
of the sample. This relatively poor germination is not due to 
the influence of drying on the unprotected grain, but would 
seem to be due to mechanical injury during the threshing 
operations. The amount of injury varies very much, in some 
few cases the shelled grain germinates practically as well as 
the unshelled, whilst in extreme cases the germinates may be 
as much as 60 per cent. less. The degree of injury also varies 
in respect of individual grain taken from the same sample ; the 
damage done may be sufficient to prevent germination, or it 
may only be sufficient to damage the radicle end of the embryo, 
and so cause abnormal or “ plumuler ” germination. It is 
probable that the amount of shelling that takes place and the 
extent of damage done to the shell grain depend both upon 
the condition of the grain when threshed and the “setting” 
of the machine. These are points which it has not been 
possible to study, and which would doubtiess repay 
investigation. 

Parrantage of Husk in difforent Vorietlos. — In coimection with 
the work described in this paper it was necessary to hand- 
shell a large amount of grain. It was thought worth 
while, therefore, to ascertain the percentage of husk in 
the case of a number of the chief varieties of oats 
received at the Station during 1917-18, representing the 
harvest of 1917. The figures obtained are set out in Table V., 
the weight for 1,000* grain being also shown. The figures 
in brackets appearing against some of the varieties are those 
recorded at Leeds, being the average of results obtained in 
1900, 1901 and 1902.1 

It should be stated that the grain was not dried for a given 
time at a uniform temperature before it was weighed, or before 
it was shelled. The work was, however, conducted late in the 
season, so that the samples were air-dried in their sample 
envelopes for a number of weeks. 

— ’ " 'r — — — — 

* The weight of 1,000 grain was in no case based on weighings of less 
than 500 seeds. The weight of husk was in no case based on less than 200 
grain. 

t Smith. W. G. ** Investigations on the Grain of Oats." The Yorkshire 
College* Leeds* Bull. No. «7u 
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Table V. — Showing the Weight of 1,000 Grain, and the 
Percentage of Husk in 26 Varieties of Oafs. 


Variety. 

Weight per i,ooo 
Grain in Grams. 

Percentage of 
Husk. 

Sandy . . 



24*54 

(25-2) 

24*09 (26-49) 

Potato . , 



28-63 

(27-6) 

23-3“ (27-*!) 

♦Longhoughton 



29*14 

(26-5) 

22-54 (26-94) 

Hamilton 



29-69 

(26 -61 

23-89 (27-13) 

Black Tartarian 



29*99 

(29-0) 

29*66 (29-33) 

Goldfinder 



31*27 

(32-9) 

24-04 (24-49) 

♦Golden Rain 



31*84 


24-56 

Banner . . 



34*93 

(31-0) 

24-84 (25-57) 

♦Rival 



35*54 


25*07 

Newmarket 



35*98 

(36-61 

25-74 (25-45) 

Waverley 



36*64 

(32*9) 

24*00 (26*20) 

Victory , , 



36-72 


25-69 

Abunciance 



37*91 

(36-8) 

24-94 (25-22) 

♦Swedish Crown 



37*68 


23-31 

♦White Crown 



37*oj 


23-31 

Record . . 



37*40 


27-64 

Supreme 



37'59 


28-91 

♦Wideawake 



38-36 


24-70 

Hero , . 



38*47 


28*09 

Bountiful 



38-91 


29*31 

Prolific . . 



39-42 


25*62 

Leader , , 



/^ o -84 


27-21 

Yielder . , 



40-22 


24-89 

♦Black Mogul 



41-06 


30-07 

Tartar King 



43*34 

(37-3) 

28-78 (31*94) 

♦Storm King 



51*18 

(4.3-9) 

30-48 (32-21) 

Average Figures . . 


•• 

36-32 

25*95 


♦ The figures given above for these varieties were based on one sample 
only ; the other figures were based on the average of from five to nine 
samples, except Abundance, of which there were i6 samples. 


In making comparisons between the Leeds results and 
those obtained at the Seed Testing Station, it must be borne 
in mind that the former tests were conducted on oats grown on 
trial plots at Garforth, whilst the latter were conducted, in the 
majority of cases, on a mixture of samples grown in different 
parts of the country. 

According to the Leeds trials. Abundance, Newmarket, 
Waverley and Black Tartarian are oats which show the least 
variation from year to year, and it is interesting to note, there- 
fore, that, with the exception of Waverley, the results given 
by the samples of these varieties here tested {1917) axe very 
similar to those recorded at Leeds (1900-1902). The samples of 
older varieties, such as Sandy, Longhoughton, Hamilton and 
Potato, were shown by the Leeds trials to give a lower percentage 
of husk in the wet season, 1902, than in the dry seasons, 1900 

2 M 2 
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and X901. Tlie results* obtained at the Seed Testing Station 
tend to confirm this, for 1917 was also a wet season, and the 
percentage of husk was very similar to the Leeds 1902 figures, 
and considerably lower than the average figure based on two 
dry seasons and one wet one. In wet seasons, therefore, 
these four old oats give lower percentages of husk than do most 
varieties ; in 1917, Swedish Crovm, White Crown, Goldfinder 
and Waverley were the only oats which gave equally low 
percentages of husks. 

A heavy weight per 1,000 grain with a low percentage of 
husk may be taken as an important quality in oats, and if also 
correlated with good cropping and “ standing ” capacities 
would usually be sufficient to stamp a variety as excellent. 
It will be seen that Swedish Crown, White Crown, Wideawake, 
Yielder and Prolific, all with small proportions of husk, were 
amongst the heaviest-grained varieties. Storm King, Tartar 
King, Black Mogul and Leader were amongst the heaviest oats, 
but the samples tested had high percentages of husk. It is 
thus evident that the newer varieties of oats tend to be of 
good weight and that some at least of these have also a low 
fEoportion of husk. 

Abundance, Newmarket and Goldfinder had low percentages 
of husk and were also of very fairly good weight ; the same was 
true of Waverley on the basis of the 1917 figures, but not on 
the Leeds 1900-1902 figures. 

The percentage of husk in the leading varieties will be again 
ascertained this season ; and it is hoped to accumulate data 
on these lines over a number of years. 

lii this connection it may not be out of place to lurge upon 
both farmers and merchants, and also Agricultural Organisers 
and other Educational Authorities, the importance of furnishing 
the Seed Testing Station with particulars as to the county 
in which samples sent to the Station were actually grown, or 
with such other particulars as may be of scientific interest. 
This information is of the greatest use with reference to the 
collection of statistical data, and woiild be of considerable 
assistance in connection with such investigations as it may 
be found possible from time to time to undertake. 
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THE WORK OF THE ROTHAMSTED 
EXPERIMENTAL STATION FROM 
1914 TO 1919. 

E. J. Russell, D.Sc., r.R.S., 

Rothamsted ExperimenioU Station, Harpenden, Herts, 

The work of the Rothamsted Experimental Station during 
the last five years falls into two main groups : problems 
connected directly with the War, and those connected with 
the development of agriculture after the War. The war work 
had the advantage that its significance was obvious, but on 
the other hand some of it was only of temporary importance, 
and depreciated considerably in value with the passing of the 
emergency with which it was intended to deal. The other 
work has more permanent value ; it holds good even after 
the emergency has passed, but during the War it was sometimes 
overshadowed by the more pressing and immediate needs of 
the moment. 

War Work at Rothamatod. — During the first year of the War 
very little direct war work was done at Rothamsted. Food 
was still coming into the country in large quantities and there 
was no great interference with food production at home. 
Supplies of fertilisers and feeding stuffs were ample. There 
was, however, fear of unemployment, and three schemes were 
examined at the request of the Board of Agriculture, with 
the view of ascertaining whether they would usefully employ 
any considerable number of men, and if so, whether they would 
contribute to the national profit. These were a proposed 
development on Foulness Island in Essex, the suggested 
afforestation of the spoil heaps and pit mounds of the Black 
Country, and the reclamation of Pagham Harbour in Sussex. 
None of these schemes was further developed, though two of 
them — ^the planting of the spoil heaps in the Black Country 
and the reclamation of Pagham Harbour — possess aspects of 
permanent interest. The spoil heaps are useless and unsightly ; 
they can, however, be planted with trees, when they take on a 
very different appearance, as shown at Reed Park, Walsall. 
Although the financial returns may not be very great, the 
improvemrait in the amenities, of the district would be con- 
siderable. The proposition is, however, hardly an agricultural 
one. 

The most important war work began in 1916, when the food 
atuatimi gave cause for much anxiety. The position was 
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really very serious, llie submarine menace was looming 
before us, terrible in its unfamiliarity, jconjuring up vMons of 
food shortage, if not of starvation ; the only way out of the 
situation seemed to be the production of our own food in our 
own country. At the time we were producing only one-half 
of our total food, and the remainder was coming from abroad. 
•When examined in detail the position was found to be more 
serious than it looked. The food produced at home included 
more of the luxuries than of the essentials. It included, for 
instance, the whole of the highest quality meat, but only one- 
fifth of the bread. The farmer was, therefore, called upon to 
perform a double task ; he had to produce more* food, and 
different food. He had to give us, not one loaf out of every 
five that we ate, but three or four out of every five, and to do 
this without causing too great a shortage of milk, meat, and, if 
possible, beer. The situation presented many difficult ad- 
ministrative, financial and technical problems. The technical 
problems involving soils and fertilisers were dealt with, at 
Rothamsted. 

The fertiliser problems arose out of the necessity of making 
the very best use of the limited stocks of the ordinary fertilisers 
to which the farmer was accustomed, and of examining any 
and every substitute that promised help in eking out the 
supplies. Fortunately, a good deal of information could be 
drawn from the Rothamsted and other experiments as to the 
best way of using fertilisers on particular crops. This was 
s}rstematised and put in order in a little handbook called 
“ Manuring for Higher Crop Production,” issued at a cheap 
price (1917 ; 3s. id. net.) by the Cambridge University Press so 
that the farmer could readily obtain it. In addition, a series of 
Notes was issued in this Journal showing how the available 
supplies might best be utilised. 

It was more difficult, however, to give useful information 
about the substitutes that would be needed if and when the 
fertiliser supplies became too much reduced. Ordinarily 
fertiliser tests ha-ve to be continued for two or three successive 
seasons before a definite opinion can be expressed as to their 
value : during the War, however, some sort of opinion had to 
be given in three or four weeks. Rapid methods of laboratory 
testing were therefore developed : growing seedlings were used 
to indicate whether (as not infrequently happened) toxic 
substances were present ; rates of nitrification in soil were 
determined to find out how far the substance would 3deld 
nutrient material to the plant ; farm crops were grovm in pots 
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to afford opportunities for testing any material that might 
seem promising. A considerable number of possible fertilisers 
were sent in for examination by the Board of Agriculture and 
Food Production Department, the Ministry of Munitions, 
the National Salvage Council, and other bodies. 

Much of the information was wanted for the purpose of 
economising sulphuric acid, so that the maximum quantity 
might be handed over to the Ministry of Munitions for the 
manufacture of explosives. In peace time the farmer had been 
the chief consumer of sulphmic acid ; in 1917, however, the 
Ministry of Munitions were requiring all the acid they could 
find, and were leaving much less than usual for the fertiliser 
manufacturers. Even in pre-war days the farmer had required 

870.000 tons of chamber acid per annum (equivalent to 580,000 
tons of pure acid), and the extra food production programme 
was calling for even more than this. The Ministry of Munitions 
were, however, obdurate, and cut down supplies at a rate which 
seemed to some of the more nervous to threaten a very serious 
situation. The production of sulphate of ammonia feU from 

350.000 tons per annum to little over 250,000 tons, while that 
of superphosphate fell from 800,000 tons to 500,000 tons per 
annum. 

Fortunately a substitute for sulphate of ammonia was avail- 
able in the form of nitre cake, and although no fertiliser 
manufacturer liked it or had a good word to say for it, it 
seemed as if it might have to be used extensively in the manu- 
facture of superphosphate and of sulphate of ammonia. 
Important and difficult technical problems were involved both 
at the factory and on the farm, necessitating a considerable 
amount of experimental work. Thanks to the co-operation 
of the manufacturers, working solutions of the difficulties were 
found, and there is little doubt that both sulphate of ammonia 
and superphosphate could have been made from nitre cake 
had the necessity arisen. Fortunately it did not, and the 
situation was cased before it became too serious. 

A considerable amount of work was also done in the exam- 
ination of new sources of potassium compounds to take the 
place of the Stassfurt salts which had previously been our sole 
source of potassium compounds. A certain number of residues 
from manufacturing processes were available, but in the main 
they suffered from one or both of two defects, very low content 
of potash likely to be useful to the plant, and the presence of toxic 
substances. After much sorting out of possible materials it 
appeared that certain blast furnace flue dusts would prove 
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suitable, and accordingly the Food Producti<Hi Department 
to(dc steps to make the necessary arrangements for distribution 
among farmers. Considerable quantities have been used, 
generally with distinct advantage. With the re-establi^ment 
of peace conditions, supplies of potassic fertilisers may be 
expected from the Continent. 

Investigation was also made into the possibility of using to 
better advantage the farmyard manure produced on the farm, 
and of using as fertiliser various substances now wasted. 

It is estimated by Hall and Voelcker — ^admittedly good 
authorities— that some 50 per cent, of the value of farmyard 
manure is lost on the average farm of the country through 
avoidable causes. Thanks to the generous assistance of the 
Hon. Rupert Guinness, it has been possible to retain an expert 
chemist, Mr. E. H. Richards, expressly for the purpose of 
elucidating the causes of the loss, this being necessary before 
one could hope to find a remedy. The causes of the loss have 
been traced in an extended series of laboratory investigations, 
and the conditions necessary for its avoidance have been 
ascertained.* 

Broadly speaking, the conditions to be secured in the making 
of the manure as ascertained by Dr. Hutchinson are sufficient 
supplies of nitrogen compounds and of air to allow the cellulose- 
decomposing organisms to effect the decomposition of the 
straw. For the storing of the manure, however, Mr. Richards’ 
experiments show that it is necessary to have shelter from the 
rain and also to prevent access of air. The best methods for 
securing these conditions have required working out for 
particular cases, which can be done only after consideration 
of all the local circumstances. 

Field experiments have shown that farmyard manure stored 
in conformity with these conditions is of higher fertilising 
value than the ordinary material, the crop being 10 per cent, 
or more beyond that given by manure kept in the usual way. 
During the War, when all sources of loss had to be studied, 
and as far as possible stopped, the necessary conditions were 
vigorously brought to the notice of farmers and Executive 
Committees by the Food Production Department, and at 
different times attention has been drawn to the matter in this 
Journal. Savings of several units per cent, on old-established 
practice are possible, and every one per cent, saved would 
mean in the aggregate some ^200,000 a year at present prices. 

* An article on the subject appeared in this Journal for December, X914, 

p. 800. 
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A b^uming has been made with a much more difficult 
-jffoblem — the handing of manure on a dairy farm. The 
conditions here are very different from those on an ordinary 
mixed farm where bullocks are fattened : it is desirable that 
the dimg should be as little in evidence as possible and that the 
urine ^ould be quickly and completely removed from the 
-cow-sheds. So important is this that it must be done even if 
loss is thereby incurred. Two methods have been studied : — 

(1) The removal of the solid excreta and its storage under 
cover and out of reach of air ; collection of the liquid manure 
in a tank, and its application to temporary or permanent 
grass land and on the stubbles prior to taking a root crop. 

This method is already in use on certain dairy farms, but 
careful examination revealed a considerable deficit on the 
nitrogen account : the liquid only contained about one-half 
of the nitrogen expected. The loss was traced to the broken 
straw and solid excreta which always find their way into the 
liquid and cause an absorption of nitrc^en which, though 
of scientific interest, may prove costly to the farmer, and at 
any rate deprives the liquid of much of its value. 

Further investigation of this absorption is being made ; it may 
be avoidable, in which case the value of the liquid manure, 
already high, could be enhanced still further. In case it 
seems to be unavoidable, however, a second method of procedure 
is being adopted : — 

{2) The solid manure is collected as before, but the liquid is 
allowed to run through straw under conditions which encourage 
the absorption of nitrogen compounds. By suitable arrange- 
ment the straw increases in fertiliser value, while the liquid 
loses part of its valuable constituents, and can more easily be 
sacrificed. 

This second method is still in the laboratory stages, but may 
prove of considerable value. Mr. Richards is carrying out the 
laboratory experiments at Rothamsted and the large-scale 
experiments at Woking on the Hon. Rupert Guinness’ home 
farm. 

Th* Makliiff Af FarmyArd Manura without Animalo.— Two years 
ago there seemed a prospect of a considerable surplus of straw, 
and methods of utilisation were examined ; in particular the 
possibility of converting it into a useful manure was studied 
at Rothamsted.* The prolonged drought of this season has 
dispdled any prospect of excessive straw, but the value of 
the work remains. 

• See this Journal , April, 1919. P- * 5 - 
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The investigation is being carried out by Dr. Hntdbinson 
and is the logical continuation of work that he has had in hand 
for some time. Laboratory work has ^own that the breaking 
down of the material of straw, the so-called cellulose, is effected 
by a remarkable organism which had eluded all previous 
investigators, but which Dr. Hutchinson succeeded in obtaining 
in pure culture so that he could study its properties. In order 
that it may bring about the decomposition of straw it requires 
two conditions, air and soluble nitrogen compound, as food. 
If either of these is missing it ceases to act. Moreover, it will 
only attack cellulose : it is unable to feed on sugar, starch, 
alcohol or any organic acid yet tried. 

Given, however, the necessary nitrogen compounds and a 
sufficiency of air, the organism quickly decomposes straw, 
breaking it down to form a black, sticky material, looking very 
much like farmyard manure. A ton of this material is now 
being prepared for the purpose of fertiliser tests. 

tewaare Sludga aa Manura.- Many efforts have been made- in 
the past to utilise sewage sludge, but until recently without 
success. A new process is now being studied which seems 
more promising ; it gives a sludge containing 6 per cent, or 
more of nitrogen in an easily available form. There are, 
however, a number of problems to be solved before its agri- 
cultural value can be established, and work on these is being 
pressed forward as vigorously as possible. An experimental 
plant has been erected at the Harpenden Sewage Works, 
where sufficient material for new tests is being prepared. 

The importance of the problem is manifest from the con- 
sideration that the total excrements of the inhabitants of the 
United Kingdom would be worth nearly £18,000,000 per annum 
as fertiliser if they could be applied to the land. Only a 
fraction is so used at present, but the need for national economy 
is sucK that nothing of value should be wasted. 

other Aide to Produotlon. Umo mkI Artiflolol rortlllsero. — Lime . — 
Most farmers know by experience whether or not they 
require Ume, but few use it as regularly as they ought, with 
the result that clover often fails to do well, and swedes become 
liable to finger-and-toe. Numerous anal3rees made at Rotham- 
sted of soils from different parts of the country show how 
widespread is this lack of lime. 

In trying to remedy the deficiency, however, difficulty has 
arisen because it is not always possible to tell a farmer how 
much lime the soil needs : often indeed one can only say that 
he shoffid apply between 10 cwt. and 2 tons per acre. Of 
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course, if farming were independent of costs this vagueness 
would not matter, but the delicate financial b2dance under which 
agriculture has to be conducted leaves no margin for indecision 
between 10 cwt. and 2 tons. A mcthoj^ has, therefore, been 
devised by Dr. Hutchinson for estimating the degrees of lime 
requirement, and when it is known how much lime one part 
of the land needs the quantities wanted for the rest are readily 
ascertained. 

Calcium Cyanamide . — ^Two new artificial fertilisers have 
been studied in some detail. Calcium cyanamide, commonly 
known in this country as nitrolim, is a fertiliser of distinct 
promise, about which, however, experts .still have a good deal 
to learn. 

In field practice; it has varied considerably in effectiveness. 
On the average of all field trials in the United Kingdom, 
when the effect of nitrate of soda is taken as 100, that of 
sulphate of ammonia is 97 and of cyanamide 90. The cyana- 
mide results, however, sometimes fall as low as 26 and occasion- 
ally rise as high as 238. Mr. Cowie has shown that cyanamide 
under certain conditions contains another substance, di- 
cyanodiamide, which is poisonous not only to plants but also to 
the nitrifying organisms. It is less toxic to other organisms, 
however, and has little effect on the bacteria developing on 
gelatine plates, the rate emd extent of the decomposition of 
dried blood, or the rate of production of ammonia from 
cyanamide. In its presence ammonia accumulates in the soil 
and the normal oxidation to nitrate does not take place. 
Dicyanodiamide, therefore, not only injures the plant, but 
cuts off the supply of nitrate, substituting instead ammonia, 
which in most cases is less useful, and in some cases directly 
harmful to the crop. The conditions under which it is formed 
are known and fortunately can be avoided. 

A further investigation is being made into the break- 
ing down of nitrolim in the soil. Nitrolim itself is not 
a plant food ; under suitable conditions, however, it readily 
changes into such. Usually changes of this sort are brought 
about by living organisms under conditions which are now weU 
understood. In this particular case, however, something else 
is involved, the exact natme of which is not yet clear, although 
Mr. Cowie is on its track. There is little doubt that some of 
the cases where nitrolim gave disappointing results arose 
through lack of the decomposing agent, whatever it may be. 

Ammonium Nitrate . — ^Another investigation arose out of the 
necessity of making the best possible use of ’the materials 
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employed in the making of munitions, one of which — sumnonium 
nitrate — ^had bem accumulated in great quantities. 

Zt was known some time ago that at the end of the War 
large stocks of this ammonium nitrate might be available for 
agricultural purposes. Experiments were, therefore, made to 
ascertain its properties as a fertiliser.* The material available 
before the War had been too deliquescent for ordinary use. 
A much less deliquescent modification is, however, now avjdlable ; 
it has been stored for months in the Rothamsted manure shed 
without giving trouble. Further, it can be drilled with the 
utmost ease, either alone or mixed with supesphosphate 
(though the mixture should not be stored). It gave good 
results on mangolds and potatoes and as a top dressing to 
cereals. It is highly concentrated, containir^ 35 per cent, of 
nitrogen. 

Basic Slag . — Considerable attention has been devoted to 
basic slag. During the War there has been a great change in 
the composition of this material in consequence of the extension 
of the basic open-hearth process for making steel. The new 
material contains less phosphate than the old, and less is 
soluble in citric acid. Field experiments have been made to 
ascertain its actual value, and inquiries have been made in 
conjunction with Dr. Stead, of Middlesborough, into the 
possibility of improving its value. 

Control of Soil Orfanlomo ami Pooto. — Most farmers have learnt 
to their cost that soil is inhabited by a number of organisms, 
capable of doing a great deal of mischief ; it is well known 
that there are others that do very much good. Considerable 
attention has been devoted at Rothamsted to the soil organisms, 
and much information has been gathered about them. 

The wireworm furnishes a good example of the harmful 
organisms in the soil. In a general way its life-history has 
long been known, but Uttle exact knowledge was available 
before Mr. Roberts began his work at Rothamsted ; in con- 
sequence, no sound method of dealing with the pest could be 
suggested. 

Mr. Roberts has, however, succeeded in tracing the precise 
history of the wireworm from the egg through the larval 
stage to the beetle, and has brought to light a great deal of new 
and useful information about it. Further experiments are 
necessary to discover the best way of using this information. 
Dr. Malcolm Laurie has carried out some interesting experi- 
ments which {H'omise valuable results. 

♦ See this Journal, February, 1919, p. 1332. 
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Mr. Tattersfield and Mr. Roberts have also devoted much 
attention to the effects of poisons on the wireworm. A laj^e 
number of substances have been S3rstematically tested, and 
many have been found far more poisonous than the naphthalene 
sometimes recommended. Ammonia is distinctly harmful to 
the wireworm — ^not the sulphate of ammonia used as a fertiliser, 
but ammonia itself — and it is interesting to note that this is 
produced in the soil when liquid manure is applied, or when 
sheep are folded on the land. Either of these methods may be 
expected to keep down wireworms. 

It is hoped that the information obtained in these experiments 
will enable works chemists to make a satisfactory soil insecticide 
— one of the most tugent needs of the arable farmer and market 
gardener. 

Some years ago it was shown at Rothamsted that the treat- 
ment of the soil with poisons led to increa.sed productiveness 
if the poisons could subsequently be removed. The search 
for a soil insecticide is combined, therefore, witli the search 
for a soil sterilising agent, and this part of the work is carried 
out by Mrs. Matthews, the W. B. Randall Research Assistant, 
Mr. Randall having generously provided the funds that enable 
the Station to secure Mrs. Matthews’ services. The results 
are too technical for discussion here, but they show beyond 
doubt that simplification of the soil population is an advantage 
to the grower. For the present this information is of direct 
value only to the mnserymcn working under glass. 

For cucumber and tomato-growing under glass the most 
efficient method is to steam the soil, when the undesirable forms 
are reduced or eliminated, and the useful forms are less affected. 
Various poisons are now being used successfully, and are, 
fortunately, much cheaper than heat. 

The co-operation of the chemist has led to some interesting 
developments. It was found in the early stages of the inves- 
tigation that carbolic acid, which is sometimes phenol and 
sometimes cresol, was effective in dealing with important pests, 
but Mrs. Matthews and Mr. Tattersfield have greatly improved 
on this substance. They find that chlorphenol is about four 
times as toxic as phenol ; di-chlorcresol, which is easily prepared 
on the large scale, is about five times as effective as cresol, 
hitherto the most potent agent available for practical purposes. 

Some of the so-called poison gases are very effective, and if 
the practical difficulties attending their use could be overcome, 
they would form a valuable addition to the growers’ equipment, 
'nfis, of comse, is work for the future ; already, however, the 
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sterilising methods have considerably increased the output of 
glasshouse production in the Lea Valley. 

A highly useful soil organism, the clover organism, has been 
studied in some detail and an important advance made by Mr. 
Bewley. Before this work was done little had been known of 
the way in which this organism lives when it is out of the plant. 
Mr. Bewley has now shown that it can exist in two forms — one 
form can move about, while the other cannot. The addition 
of soluble organic matter causes the latter to change into the 
motile form. 

This fact is of great interest in coimection with another result 
recently obtained at Rothamsted. It was found that clover 
makes more vigorous growth in a rotation where farmyard 
manure is used than where artificials only are used.* It seems 
legitimate to suppose that the farmyard manure helps the 
organism to become motile so that it can easily move about and 
enter the plant root ; this hypothesis is being tested. 

Special attention is being devoted to the processes whereby 
plant food is made in the soil. These processes are of vital 
importance because on them depends the proper utilisation of 
farmyard manure, clover residues and grass residues ploughed 
into the land. At present there is good reason to fear that only 
50 to 60 per cent, of the potential value of these materials is 
ever realised : the rest is lost to the farm, and, of course, to 
the country. Improvements do not come from sensational 
discoveries ; indeed many of the sensational discoveries an- 
nounced in the Press turn out to be nothing but mare’s nests. 
It is the steady advancement of knowledge that helps to solve 
agricultural problems ; link by Hnk the chain is forged until one 
day, unnoticed and unrecorded, the last link is made and the 
deWte advance is achieved. Practice advances in the same 
way ; a one per cent, improvement here, and a one per cent, 
improvement there, represents a much more sohd achievement 
than many of the supposed discoveries that sometimes attract 
so much attention. 

weedt.— The study of the weeds of the farm is in the capable 
hands of Dr. W. E. Brenchley, whose results have been published 
from time to time in this Journal, and in the Journals of the Bath 
and West, and of the Royal Agricultural Societies J these 
results are now being collected, so that it is unnecessary to 
enter into any detailed account of them here. 

Muit mthoioty.— Farnoers suffer great losses every year 
through the attacks of insects and fungi ; in consequence the 

• See this Joumat, May, 1917, p, 1*4. 
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Board of Agriculture have recently set up at Rothamsted an 
Institute for Plant Pathology, the purpose of which is to study 
plant diseases. 

Dr. A. D. Imins is in charge of the entomological work and 
Mr. W. B. Brierley of the mycological investigations. The 
primary purpose here, as in the rest of the Station, is to gain 
information and not to cure particular diseases : indeed it is 
not too much to say that, until some of the information at 
present sought is obtained, there will be little hope of cures 
for many of the ills affecting plants. The treatment of plant 
diseases is now in somewhat the same position as the'treatment 
of human diseases in the days of the barber singeons, and further 
advance can only come when more knowledge is obtained. 


FARMING ON THE SOILING SYSTEM. 

Jas. C. Brown, P.A.S.I, 

Vice-Prtncipal and Lecturer tn Agriculture, Harper Adami 
Agricultural College 

As the soil condition of a country improves, new methods 
of farming are required to extract from the land the full re- 
turns which it is capable of yielding. A hundred years ago 
the four -course system of farming was displacing the open- 
field practice, and it was clear to all practical observers at the 
time that whatever the social drawbacks of the new system, 
as compared with the old, the former was capable of yielding 
much higher returns in agricultural produce. With the general 
adoption of the four-course system, and its modifications, the 
output of the land was greatly increased, and now, after a 
hundred years’ experience of the system, its complete possi- 
bilities have been ascertained. 

Up to a given point, land farmed on the four-course system 
can be profitably improved ; beyond this, farmers wishing to 
adopt methods of improvement find that raising the condition 
of the land does not yield them greater profits, in fact the 
reverse is sometimes the case. In all classes there arc a number 
who are constantly aiming at progress, and it is to this section 
of the farmers of this country that the soiling system of farming 
offers an opportunity. By its means they can obtain results 
in advance of what is possible under the present system. 

The system is more complex, and possibly needs more skUl, 
than ordinary farming, although the difficulties gradually 
disappear with experience. The labour involved is less than is 
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generally supposed, and the experi^ce of sewal years leads 
to the conclusion that the cost in labour per unit of produce is 
not greater with the soiling system than with other methods 
of farming. Much of the labour involved in ordinary farming 
is eliminated by adopting this system and, on the balance, the 
increase in labour is far less than the increase in production. 
Those who have been employed on farming experiments during 
the last 20 years find it (hfficult to suggest improvement on the 
methods of the best farmers, however much room there may 
be for the education of the rank and file. The best farmers 
have clearly reached the limit of profitable production from 
Jand managed on the usual lines, and an entirely new system 
must be devised in order to secure a further advance on the 
best in British farming. The soiling system gives this oppor- 
tunity. The soil-fertility can be doubled on the best four- 
courscj farming and with it the returns per acre, the soil being 
given twice its former producing power. 

Forage crops have received comparatively little attention in 
Great Britain, owing largely to our dependence on grass, 
and little is known regarding their possibilities, but in other 
countries they are often the mainstay of the agricultural 
system. 

An examination of English agricultural literpiture reveals 
surprisingly little information on this subject, and nowhere 
has complete investigation of this branch of farming been made. 
The soiling of cattle attracted much attention during the 
17th and 1 8th centuries, but the recorded experiments and 
descriptions of the practice show that it was never systemat- 
ically carried out. 

ExptHmente on Soiling Cropo.— With the object of remedying 
this deficiency in our agricultural knowledge, experiments 
were commenced several years ago at the Harper Adams 
Agricultural College, at first only with the growing of forage 
crops, but later with feeding them to cows and the general 
management of land farmed with forage crops. Many crops 
were tried, but the conclusion was arrived at that, for imme- 
diate use, the farmer who adopts the system must confine 
himself to the crops native to the country, and in general 
cultivation. The crops at present available, however, have 
been found sufficiently suitable for the purpose to establish a 
soiling farm system which will give a continuous supply osf 
fodder throughout the year. 

The first attempts to establish a soiling rotation were made 
with small plots, many mixtures being tried, and many failures 
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resulting from what appeared to be suitable combinations. 
Contimiity was the most difficult problem in the early experi- 
ments ; there was, for a long time, a danger of gaps between 
the crops during the summer months, but this difficulty has 
been gradually overcome. Two periods, 1st June-i5th June 
and 15th August-3ist August, have proved particularly 
difficult to provide for. The reason for the difficulty during 
August is that all native plants make their main effort to pro- 
duce seed during the months of June and July, while August 
is the time of ripening. The rotation now adopted gives 
sufficient fodder to fill this period, but the yields are rather less 
than on the other plots, and it is necessary to sow a rather larger 
area to provide a given weight of fodder. Further experiments 
are being carried out with a view to improving the yields 
of the weaker sections of the cropping plan. 

In 1915 the preliminary experiments were far enough 
advanced for a trial of the summer cropping to be made with 
two cows, which were kept indoors during the whole of the 
summer and fed entirely on fodder crops. The two cows were 
kept in the shed occupied by the cows going out to grass, and 
the test was not completely successful. A difficulty was en- 
countered which show('d clearly that soiU'd cows must be kept 
separate from those going out to grass. Immediately the 
two cows were tied up the milk yield fell, although they were 
given as much as they would consume of what appeared to 
be perfect fodder, the fall in yield being due to the restlessness 
of the soiled cows brought about through the rest of the herd 
being turned out. Further experience has shown that nothing 
has greater influence in depressing the milk yield than a restless 
state of the cows. This is a point of importance, as the best 
results are only obtained after the cows have become settled to 
life indoors, when they prefer the cowshc^d to the field in sum- 
mer. A number of cows taken from grass, placed in a shed and 
fed on the best fodder crops, will drop in their milk yield, but 
if one or two cows are put into a shed where there are a con- 
siderable number already accustomed to the particular mode c£ 
life they will settle down immediately, and no particular fall 
in the milk yield will be noticed. 

In 1917 it was determined to attempt the indoor summer 
feeding of milch cows on a larger scale, and a field of 7 2 acres 
was set aside for the purpose of providing the fodder crops. An 
old wooden shed was moved from an outlying field to a con- 
venient situation and fitted with stalls to accommodate 12 cows 
and with an outside rack, the fodder being filled in from the 
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outside. This shed is of a very primitive type, but it has proved 
quite suitable for the purpose, and the cows haw been kept 
in it during winter and summer, and have maintained perfect 
health. The only drawback to this shed is that it is insanitary, 
owing to its narrowness, and to the fact that wood walls hold 
the splashes of manure. The cost of the whole shed was not 
more than £100, and when cheap accommodation is desired, a 
shed of this type, but of greater width, is worth consideration. 

The Harper Adams College Soiling Rotation. 


I si Crops. 


Plot. 

Crop. 

Seed per 
Acre. 

Time of Sowing. 

Time of Cutting. 

E 

1 . Giant Rye 
Winter Vetches 

2 bush. 

I ,, 

j- 20th Sept. . . 

8th — 31st May. 

D 

2. Giant Rye 

Field PcJis . . 

2 

I 


4th Feb. . . 

1st — 12th June. 

C 

3. Winter Oats . . 

I 





Winter Barley 

I M 

j. 28th Sept. . . 

X3th — 30th June. 


Winter Vetches 

I 

D 

4. Wheat 

Winter Vetches 

2 M 

I »» 


4th Dec. 

! ist — 1 6th July. 

A 

5. Oats . . 

Field Peas 

2 

I ,, 


15th Apiil .. 

! 17th July — 

H 

6. Barley 

2 ,, 



1 ist Aug. 


Field Peas 
Vetches 

i .. 

i " 

1 

4th May 

2nd — 1 6th Aug. 


h'ield Beans , . 
Oats . . 

a »» 

I »» 




G 

7. Oats . . 

Field Peas 

3 M 

I »» 


28th May 

17th — 31st Aug, 

F 

8. Maize 

i . 


20th May 

ist — 30th Sept. 


2 nd Crops. 


Plot. 

Crop. 

Time of Planting. 

Time of Using. 

E . . 
D .. 

C .. 

B .. 
A .. 

9. Cabbage . . 

10. Cabbage . . 

1 1 . Cabbage . . 

12. Cabbage . . 

13. Cabbage , . 

1 8th June 

26th June 

0th J uly 

20th July 

5th Aug. 

i 

> ist Oct. — 

1 1 6th Feb. 


Ten cows were drafted from the College herd and were kept 
indoors entirely during the summer, except for one hour each 
day when they were allowed out for exercise. The results of 
the 1917 test, which have been published, were convincing 
as regards the economic soundness of the system, and also 
as regards the far greater possibilities of ploughed land for 
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Stock farming compared with grass. It was, however, contended 
by some critics that as the period covered included only the 
months May to November, the financial results would be 
influenced by the produce of the cows during the winter 
months which were not included in this report. The original 
aim of the test was to ascertain the stock-carrying power of 
arable land when farmed in this manner, and it had to be 
admitted that the test should be carried out over a whole 
year in order to make the financial statement of real value. 

The experiment was continued during 1918 with this object 
in view, arrangements being made to cover a whole year on the 
system. The same field was used as in 1917, and a field of very 
poor quality was sown with a mixture of peas and oats to 
provide hay for the winter months. The rotation of crops 
adopted was similar to that of 1917, with some improvements. 
This system worked perfectly with the exception of the maize 
plot, which failed owing to the war-time seed ; there is no 
safer crop than maize when suitable seed is available. 

To produce the green fodder for the summer months a 
field was set apart and divided into eight plots of equal size, 
each plot producing forage to supply the cows 14 to 21 days. 
Such an arrangement provides a continuous supply of fresh 
green fodder throughout the summer. Five of the eight plots 
were ploughed up and planted with cabbage immediately 
the first crops were off the ground, the remaining three plots 
being sown with mixtures in the autumn to provide the first 
crops for the following year. This plan allows for the same 
land being cropped continuously on the soiling system ; it is 
illustrated in the following diagrams. Each sector represents 



I St Year. 2nd Year. 3rd Year. 

a plot, the plots shown by the shading being cropped twice. 
By this method the crops are alternated to obviate as far as 
possible the risk of crop-sickness on any of the plots. 


2 n 2 
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Crop Mbcturio uooC^i. Rye and Vetches . — Rye and vetches 
form a mixture of establi^d value as a fodder crop. It is 
the only crop available which gives an early cut of forage. 
In Shropshire, vetches are late in coming to maturity and do 
not produce any considerable weight before about 20th May. 
In 1918 one-half of the plot was sown with rye only, a heavier 
seeding being given, and the other half sown with the mixture 
of rye and vetches. This proved to be a good arrangenient. 
Rye, although very nutritious in its early stages of growth, 
very soon becomes hard and unpalatable. 'When fed alone, 
after the flowering stage, it is not good fodder, as not only is it 
difficult to masticate, but it causes a too dry state of the bowels, 
and the cows do not eat a sufficient quantity. When mixed 
with vetches, however, this fault is corrected, as the vetches 
are later than the rye in coming to maturity. Rye has been fed 
quite successfully up to the time when the straw turns colour, 
and it is surprising with what relish the cows eat quite hard 
old rye straw when it is mixed with a quantity of very succulent 
fodder, such as mangolds, cabbage, immature vetches, or peas. 
Rye produces milk of excellent quality and does not cause 
looseness of the; bowels. 

Rye and Peas . — One of the most difficult periods to provide 
for is the first half of June. Where Trifolhim can be grown 
successfully this crop might be used, although in Shropshire it 
has not proved successful. The best mixture available is rye 
and field peas sown early in February. This mixture has 
proved quite satisfactory and makes excellent fodder, much 
relished by the cows. It should be sown as early as possible, 
otheiwise it will not be ready to cut on ist June. At the time 
when sowing should take place the land is likely to be too wet 
for drilling, and in this case the mixture should be sown broad- 
cast immediately after the plough, or ploughed in to a depth of 
about 3 in. Rapid germination takes place and the plants 
soon overtake the autumn-sown crops. It is possible that this 
mixture would give heavier yields if ploughed in in December. 
Sown in February it gives about two-thirds the 3neld of rye 
and vetches sown in ^ptember. 

Winter Oats, Winter Barley and Winter Vetches . — This 
mixture is very successful, and when sown late in September is 
ready to cut about 15th June. It has given very heavy yields — 
up to 19 tons per acre. Cows will eat large quantities of this 
fodder, consuming as much as 120 lb. per head per day of the 
mixture if given an unlimited supply, whereas they will rarely 
eat more than 80 lb. of rye. A ffiawback to the barley is 
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the presence of the awns. These are disliked by the cattle 
after the ear is past the flowering stage ; the barley grows in 
advance of the oats, which is an advantage, as the later-maturing 
oats keep the fodder fresh over a longer period. The crop 
makes a very dense growth, keeping out light and air from the 
ground ; it is then practically impossible for weeds to grow 
underneath. Winter barley is a very reliable crop in Shrop- 
shire, a good plant having always been obtained on the 
experimental plots. 

Wheat and Vetches . — ^This is an imusual mixture, but it has 
proved successful, giving heavy yields at the right time. 
Bettercrops could be obtained by sowing early, but it is deliber- 
ately sown late in order that it may be ready to cut at a 
particular date. Sown late in November, it is necessary to 
broadcast the seed immediately after the plough. The plant 
is always rather thin on the ground during the- winter and 
spring, but this gives the vetches an opportunity to branch out, 
and the wheat also maintains its green condition longer. The 
cows eat the mixture readily, but they eat a smaller weight 
than in the case of the barley, oats, and vetches mixture. In 
1918 a quantity of field peas sown with this mixture survived 
the winter. Field peas will live through very hard frost if 
sown late, so that only about i in. of the young plant is above 
ground during the winter ; sown earlier, however, they are 
destroyed b}' the first severe frost. 

Peas and Oats . — mixture of field peas and oats is, perhaps, 
the best of the crops tried, the long-strawed oats, such as 
Sandy, being the best suited for the purpose. Two bush, of 
oats to I bush, of field peas appear to be the best proportions 
for sowing in March or April ; for the later sowing, 3 bush, 
of oats to I of peas are required. The later sowing does not give 
such heavy yields as the earlier one, and it is hoped that this 
mixture may be improved on for late sowing. Cattle are very 
fond of the mixture, either green or made into hay. A draw- 
back to the field pea is its woodiness ; its stems are much less 
succulent than are those of the garden pea. For this reason 
garden peas were tried, but proved to be too delicate to com- 
pete with the surrounding cereals. Several hybrids have been 
bred and it is hoped that it will be possible to raise a variety 
having the hardiness of the field pea and possessing stems free 
from the excess of fibre which its stems contain. 

Barley, Peas, Beans, Vetches and Oats . — ^This mixture 
has been grown with considerable success. It is designed to 
supjdy green fodder during a period when the crops sown at 
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the usual time are ripenii^, and for this reason it tends to cut 
short its growing period in the effort to produce seed. It 
provides, however, an abundant yield of forage during August, 
and several farmers who have seen it, although they have no 
intentions of adopting the soiling system as a whole, have 
decided to grow an area of this crop mixture to supplement 
the failing pastures during August. The crop is broadcasted, 
and is never drilled, as, being sovm out of the ordinary sowing 
season, it receives the attention of all the grain-eating birds, 
which have much more difficulty in reaching the seed when it 
is broadcasted and deposited at uneven depths. 

Maize. — Mais^ yields heavy crops of good fodder during the 
month of September. For the Shropshire conditions Canadian 
seed is required ; it should be sown between loth and 20th 
May, as later sowings do not give such good results. Deep 
sowing is essential to success. In Shropshire maize, after 
germination, makes very little growth for about a month, and 
during this time needs horse-hoeing frequently, as the native 
weeds of the land make much more rapid growth, and smother 
the young plants. Rows about 2 ft. apart seem to be best 
suited to this crop. Much less than 1 1 bush, of seed per acre 
is actually required to produce a crop ; the heavy seeding is an 
insurance against the depredations of rooks and pigeons. 
Rooks dig up the seed, w'hile pigeons during a spell of dry 
weather pull off the young succulent leaves of the germinating 
plants. Some judgment is necessary in feeding green maize ; 
its leaves hold a large quantity of moisture, and if it is fed 
during a long-continued spell of wet weather, the cows may 
suffer through being forced to take into the digestive system 
too great a quantity of water, causing scour and loss of condition. 
This can be corrected bj' feeding dry pea and oat hay or pea 
haulm. 

tMond Crept.- Five of the eight plots into which the field is 
divided are ploughed up as soon as possible after the crops 
have been removed, and planted with cabbage or marrow 
stem kale. Of the two, cabbage is the better crop, and it will 
yield almost as heavily as the kale. Cabbage has an important 
advantage in that varieties can be obtained suitable for different 
seasons of the year. Sutton’s Early Drumhead is suitable 
for the months of October and November, and Winningstadt 
and Christmas Drumhead for winter and spring use. A very 
rapid grower, suitable for late planting, however, has not yet 
been found. It is necessary to raise the plants in a seed bed 
and plant out. Planting does not cost more than* singling. 
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and has many advanta|[es. Sowing the seeds of cabbage or 
marrow stem kale after the forage crops has not proved suc- 
cessful, as the soil is generally too dry to germinate the seeds. 
It is also necessary to work the soil down to a fine tilth if seed 
is to be sown, whereas plants can be successfully dibbled into 
the soil immediately atfter the plough. Another important 
advantage which plants have over seedlings is that they have a 
start over the weeds and need very little cleaning after planting. 
Much depends on the planting of the second crops in time 
to produce a full crop before the end of the summer. Large 
plants are essential ; they should be much larger than those 
usually planted, and it is an advantage if they have thick, 
succulent stems. Such plants, well planted, will stand a long 
spell of drought without harm. In 1917 an American tobacco- 
planting machine was used with success, but skilled workers 
are needed to operate this machine, in order to get the best 
results. Wliere a considerable area is to lx> planted the 
machine can be recommend(;d, especially as it gives a dose 
of water to each plant as it is placed in the ground. Much 
of the planting of cabbage and kale, in the Harper Adams 
College experiment, was done by women who were being 
trained for work on the land, and consequently was very 
variable in quality, many plants being lost through incorrect 
planting. The most satisfactory method of planting cabbage 
after forage crops is to plant immediately after ploughing 
without giving any other cultivations, and planting into the 
middle of the furrow slice which contains most moisture. 
Plants which are planted immediately after the plough take 
root much soonei than those planted after the ploughed 
land has been exposed to the air several days. Early 
Drumhead cabbage are planted 2 ft. apart each way and 
Winningstadt 2 ft. by i ft. 3 in. Drumheads produce the 
heavier crop, and are suitable for using in the early winter 
months. They do not stand alternating rain and frost ; owing 
to the flat shape of the head rain easily penetrates it» causing 
the riper heads to decay. Cabbage with conical heads throw 
off the rain and resist bad weather conditions more success- 
fully than do the flat-headed types. Cabbage, following 
forage crops, when large plants are used, require very little 
after -cultivation ; if horse-hoed early and close to the plants, 
hand-hoeing is not needed at all. Only a small proportion of 
the cabbage grown as a second crop has been hand-hoed. In 
cutting the cabbage the ripest heads are selected and used 
first ; this method, although entailing additional trouble. 
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appears well wc»th adopting, owing to the very unequal 
ripening of the cabbage crop. 

TIM EfMot of Feroaro Cropping on the tolL— The soil of the field 
on which the soiling experiment has been carried out is a strong 
loam on the New Red Sandstone formation, and when taken 
over it was in rather poor condition. It is instructive to note 
that an adjoining field of old grass land yielded only 15 cwt. of 
hay per acre. The physical character of the soil has been con- 
siderably ameliorated, which is clearly shown by the difference 
in character between the soil of the treated land and that of 
the headland which has not been cropped. That soil con- 
ditions can be considerably modified by this system of farming 
is clear, and it is not impossible that even quite strong clays 
might, in time, be rendered workable when cropped in this 
manner. The roots of crops such as peas and vetches are 
undoubtedly soil pulverisers, and do efficiently the work of the 
cultivator, whUe they also leave residues of organic matter in 
the soil. The large quantities of farmyard manure returned 
to the land have a very noticeable influence on the physical 
character of the soil after 3 years’ treatment. It may be 
expected that the land will continue to improve for several 
years, although no doubt the rate of improvement will become 
slower. The field is very poor in lime and contains several 
almost barren patches on which treatment has not as yet made 
any improvement, in spite of applications of specially heavy 
dressings of farmyard manure and superphosphate to these 
particular areas. On the rest of the field the fertility has been 
raised to a high pitch in three years. Soil condition depends 
very largely on the percentage of humus in the soil ; this has 
been increased from 3 3 per cent, to 4 2 j)er cent. The im- 
provement of the soil is shown by the following analyses, in 
which it will be seen that the nitrogen has been raised from 
0-122 per cent, to 0-213 per cent. 


Moisture 



1-38 

•84 

Loss on Ignition . . 



33 ^ 

4* 20 

Nitrogen 



*122 

•213 

Lime (CaO) , . 



•266 

•260 

Magnesia (MgO) 



•375 

•400 

Potash (K, 0 ) 



•398 

— 

Phosphoric Acid , . 



•100 

‘105 

Calcium Carbonate . . 



•087 



The improvement in the condition of the land is shown in the 
yields for i§i7 and 1918, which may be compared in the 
table. Some of this increase is, no doubt, due to seasonal 
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Table showing Improvement in Yield in igi8. 


Crop. 

1917* 

1918. 

No Manure. 

6 cwt. 

Superphosphate 

No 

Superphosphate 

Superphosphate 

I 

4*841 tons. 

7*089 tons. 



14*8 tons. 

2 

4’-«&5 .. 

6*916 „ 

8*00 tons. 

9-64 .. 

3 

2*989 „ 

2 -f >74 

12*00 ,, 

13*10 

4 

4 ’283 „ 

5*913 

12*70 

15*12 „ 

5 

10*976 .. 

8-599 

13*50 M 

13*50 ,, 

6 

2 *920 „ 

9-370 .. 

‘S *5 M 

7*56 M 

7 

— 


8*1 ,, 

8*1 

S 

1 1 *680 

13‘220 1 

- - 1 

— 

— 

Total 

j 41-954 .. 

63781 .. 

62*80 ,, 

81*82 


influences, but by far the greater part of it is in consequence of 
the soil improvement brought about by the application of 
large dressings of farmyard manure. The system produces 
large quantities of farmyard manure, which is much more 
effective in crop production than on grass land. The growing 
of mixtures containing leguminous plants no doubt also adds 
to the soil fertility, very heavy yields of rye having been 
obtained when taken after the crop of mixed leguminous 
plants. 

Manuring. — ^I'he field used for the soiling crops was in a 
comparatively low state of fertility at the commencement 
of the experiment, having had no manure for several years, 
the crop immediately preceding the soiling crops being 
wheat. No farmyard manure was given to the first 
crops, but all the second crops were dressed with dung. 
For the purpose of testing the effect of artificial manures 
the field was divided into three plots across the crop plots. 
Plot I. was dressed with 6 cwt. of superphosphate, and Plot II. 
with 6 cwt. of superphosphate and i| cwt., of sulphate of 


A 

B 

C 

D 

E 

F 

G 

H 




No M 

anurc. 







6 cwt. Su 



perphosp 

hate. 




j 

li 

cwt. Sulp 

hate of A 

j 

mmonia. 





1 

6 cwt. Su 

perphosp 

hate. 



5 

4 

3 

2 

1 

I 

8 

7 i 

6 
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ammonia ; Plot III. was left unmanured, The manures were 
applied on 23rd March. It will be seen from the results tabulated 
that the superphosphate gave an average 3deld of approximately 
37 per cent, over the no-manure plot, and that this increase 
was obtained in the second crop as well as in the first . Sulphate 
of ammonia gave only a small average increase of yield over 
the superphosphate plot, which is surprising, considering that 
the previous crop was a cereal and that the crops i, 2, 3 
and 4 were largely cereal, the leguminous part having been killed 
out during the winter. The whole of the crops were weighed 
as they were cut, in each case the superphosphate plot being 
cut first and the no-manure last. This resulted in the no- 
manure plot being favoured, as in some cases the cutting of 
the plot occupied 14 days, during which period the crop was 
rapi^y increasing in weight. To lessen this error most of the 
plots were cut into two strips. This method was considered 
superior to making weighings of small measured areas on the 
same day on each plot. 


Table showing Effect of Manures, igij — Yield per Acre. 






6 cwt. 





Superphosphate . 


Crop. 

No Manure. 

6 cwt. Super. 

cwt. 



Amm. Sulphate. 

I 

Giant Rye . . 

Winter Vetches 

1 4*841 tons 

7*089 tons. 

7*000 tons. 

2 

Rye 

Winter Barley 

Winter Vetches 

1 4 ‘265 .. 

j 

6*916 „ 

6-497 .. 

3 

Winter Oats 




Winter Barley 

Winter Vetches 

j 2-989 „ 

2-674 .. 

5-957 M 

4 

Wheat 

Winter Vetches 

1 4 ’283 „ 

5-913 2. 

6-674 „ 

5 

Grey Field Pea 

Oats 

1 10-976 „ 

8-599 

10*239 „ 

6 

Field Pea . . 

Vetches 

Oats 

Winter Barley 

Beans 

1 2 -920 „ 

9-370 » 

6*120 

7 

i Winter Barley 

Winter Oats 

Vetches 

Italian Rye -grass . . 
Alsike 

!- . 

— 

— 

8 

Maize 

1 1 *680 „ 

13*220 „ 

8*680 

9 

Cabbage 

7-520 „ 

10*260 „ 

10*520 „ 

10 

Cabbage 

7-JOO „ 

13 '380 „ 

19-340 M 


Total . . 

56‘574 .. 

77*421 

81 *027 „ 


Average 

8-082 „ 

11*06 „ 

II *576 .. 
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iftaet of tiM Syotom on Woodo. — frequent objection to the 
Harper Adams College soiling system is that the land is never 
thoroughly cleaned, as in the four-course practice. The 
experience of three years of the system, carried out on the 
same field, shows that this objection is groundless. The land 
has been given no speciid cleaning, very little labour having 
been expended on it in this respect ; yet, in spite of this, the 
land is much more free from weeds than when taken over. 
Weeds cannot thrive under the close growth of a heavy forage 
crop, and the land is left perfectly clean when the earlier-sown 
crops are removed. Late-sown crops have to compete with 
the summer weeds, and are not quite so effective in destroying 
them as are the earlier crops. It is quite remarkable that the 
docks and thistles which were rather abundant in the field when 
taken over have almost entirely disappeared, without any 
special effort having been made to destroy them. The secret 
of this destruction is in the fact that the crop is cut about the 
time that these weeds are coming into flower, and not only is 
the root weakened by the cutting, but the ploughing which 
takes place immediately after turns the root upside down. 
Coltsfoot and couch grass survive, but do not spread, so that 
land must first be cleaned of these weeds before it is farmed 
on this system. 

Feeding the Crape. — The success of the system depends very 
considerably on the manner in which the crops are fed to the 
cows. In the first place it may be stated that no exact weight 
can be given as regards the green food required per cow per 
day, much depending on the size of the cow and the nature of 
the fodder, and it is necessary to remember, in estimating 
weights, that, when wet, fodder weighs about 25 per cent, 
heavier than when dry. The proper quantity to feed can best 
be gauged by the fullness of the cow ; if her sides show no 
depression she has consumed sufficient for her requirements. 

In this experiment cows have kept in good condition and 
have given high yields of milk when consuming only 70 lb. 
of fodder per head per day, while it has been found that, in 
the case of certain crops, they will eat as much as 120 lb. per day. 
From 80 lb. to 90 lb. seems to be all that is actually required 
under ordinary circumstances. When fodder is abundant 
it is advisable to give the cows all they will eat in order that 
the crop may be converted into manure. The fodder is most 
relished when it is young and succulent, at which stage it is 
liable to cause scour during a period of wet weather. Any 
looseness of the bowels must be immediately corrected. 
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otherwise the cows will lose conditicm. The best corrective of 
this looseness is pea and oat hay, or pea haulm, which is foimd 
to be much more effective than meadow hay or cake. The 
opposite condition may appear if very old fodder is fed to the 
cows, and there is some risk of impaction when a crop is fed 
in the ripening stage. This danger may be avoided by feeding 
with it a head or two of cabbage per day, mixing the old fodder 
with a quantity of fresh and succulent forage, or by turning 
the cows out to grass for a few hours. 

The crops are arranged in the experiment to cover approxi- 
mately fortnightly periods, three weeks being about the limit 
of time that any particular crop can be effectively used. 
During the feeding period the crop is always changing in 
nature. The maximum quaUty never at any time coincides 
with maximum weight, and the highest feeding value of the 
crop is reached at a period when it is considerably below its 
greatest ultimate weight. Experience shows that high quality 
in the crop must be sacrificed to yield, so as to get the greatest 
possible returns per acre. It is best to start cutting about the 
flowering period, and finish before the ripening of the straw has 
advanced to the yellowing stage. Every effort should be 
made to keep the moisture in the crop, as it has a much liigher 
value in its fresh state than when wilted. During a spell of 
very hot, dry weather the forage should be cut* in the early 
morning while the dew is on the crop, and if it is left on the 
cart and not stirred it will maintain its freshness throughout 
the day. In the experiment the fodder is cut daily with the 
scythe, but on a large-scale farm cutting with the mowing 
machine would reduce labour. An ordinary cart has been 
used for carting the fodder, but obviously some special design 
of low-wheeled carriage would be a great improvement in 
reducing the labour of handling the crop. 

During 1918 a quantity of fodder was grown as tonic fodder. 
It was noticed that the cows kept on the soiling system, even 
when they were suppUed with great quantities of green fodder, 
would, as soon as let loose from the shed, search for such 
unusual fodder plants as nettles, docks, etc. This led to the 
suspicion that, ^though the fodder crops supplied them were 
shown to be very nutritious by chemical analyses, they lacked 
some principle necessary to give entire satisfaction. The value 
of the small quantity of miscellaneous herbage found in pastures 
is generally overlooked in the desire to obtain a pasture of the 
most nutritious grasses, but it is probable that the cow selects 
from these plants daily, guided by her natural instincts, the 
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small quantities required to maintain her in health and to give 
relish to her food. The crops grown for this purpose were 
sofrel, parsnip-tops, carrot-tops and spinach. These were fed 
in small quantities with the bulky fodder crops, and apparently 
gave good results, but the test has not yet been made with 
sufficient precision for any definite conclusions to be arrived 
at. Cabbages were fed to the cows during frosty weather 
without any ill effects ; apparently frosted food is not injurious 
unless fed in too large quantities. During a period of frost 
the green fodder should be reduced and the dry fodder in- 
creased in quantity until all looseness of the bowels disappears. 
The cabbages were given in the racks, instead of in the troughs, 
a method which has the advantage of keeping the troughs 
cleaner than when the cabbages are fed from them. Rock salt 
is placed in the mangers. It is noticeable that the giving of salt 
prevents any disagreeable odour arising from the liquid manure 
during the hot, summer weather. An average quantity of 
4 lb. of cake and meal per head per day is allowed throughout 
the year. Cabbage alone is unsuitable as a fodder for dairy 
cows, but should be fed with a quantity of some dry fodder, 
pea and oat hay being used in the College experiment. The 
quantity of hay required is determined by the weight of cabbage 
given ; cows will eat i cwt. of cabbage ptT day if allowed an 
unlimited supply, and with this weight will eat only a small 
quantity of ha}'. When the allowance of cabbage fell below 
80 lb. per day the milk }'ield began to fall off, and it may be 
assumed that large dairy cows should be given not less than 
80 lb. of green fodder per day during the winter months, if 
the maximum flow of milk is to be obtained. With this 
weight of cabbage they will consume about 14 lb. of pea and 
oat hay, with an average allowance of 4 lb. of cake per day, 
and will keep in good condition and milk well. 

ManaHemsnt of the Cowe.— The cows used in the experiment 
are the commercial dairy Shorthorns of the district, many of 
them rather old, and past their best as milk yielders. They 
have now been kept under the system for over two years and 
are thoroughly settled down to it. At first they were rather 
restless, the change from the grass not being to their liking. 
When once they became accustomed to the indoor life they 
preferred it to grazing out of doors. During the first year of 
the experiment the cows were allowed out on a closely-grazed 
pasture for about an hour each day. As this prevented an 
exact record being kept of the green food consumed, it was 
discontinued in 1918, and they were only allowed half-an-hour. 
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twice each day, to obtain water. When there was no pasturage 
this treatment appeared to be quite satisfactory, and in no 
way interfered with the health of the cows ; apparently very 
little exercise is required to maintain a dairy cow in health. 
Keeping the cows indoors did not prevent several of them 
developing bag trouble during the late summer months. 

Inquiries have been made as to whether the calves are born 
healthy, and if they thrive as well as calves from cows kept 
under the usual conditions. During 1918 all the calves 
were kept in loose boxes near the cowshed, and were fed 
on the fodder crops in the same manner as the cows. They 
developed particularly well, and were a fine lot, being greatly 
admired by the many farmers who visited the experiment. It 
can be claimed that no ill effects appear in the calves .as the 
result of green soiling the cows. In this connection it may be 
noted that experiments carried out at the Wisconsin University* 
showed that deformed or ill-nourished calves result from feeding 
in-calf COW’S on wheat grain. If wheat products cause this 
result, it is possible that other foods may cause deformed or 
weakly calves ; the method of feeding adopted at the Harper 
Adams College, however, has proved quite safe in this respect. 
Fears have been expressed by several farmers that difficulty 
would be experienced in getting the cows to hold to the bull, 
but on the whole there does not appear to be greater difficulty 
in this matter than with cows kept under ordinary conditions. 

The flow of milk depends to a considerable extent on the 
cow drinking daily a good draught of water ; the milk yield 
falls if she fails to do so. It has been noticed that the cows 
do not drink if the pond water is very cold, and it seems that 
an indoor supply should be provided to induce regular habits 
in this respect. During the first year of the experiment the 
cows were kept without litter and did not suffer from the 
W'ant of it, but, in 1918, litter was provided, partly for the 
purpose of giving greater cohesion to the dung, as without 
litter it is rather difficult to handle in wet weather. 

Quality of Produce. — ^The quality of the milk obtained under 
the soiling system is equal to that obtained by pasturing milch 
cows. Fat tests were made each fortnight during the period 
of the trial, and the milk from the soiled cows gave a uniformly 
higher yield than that from the cows on the grass. An obj ection 
which has been made to the system is that cheese cannot be 
made successfully from the milk from soiled cows. To test 
the correctness of this assertion, several cheeses were made in 
the College dairy from the milk from the stall-fed cows ; the 

• University of Wisconsin Agricnltuial Experimental Station, 

Bull. 287, 1918, 
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3rteld of curd was good, and the cheese, when used, was found 
to be of first-rate quality. Rye was remarkable in producing 
milk from which exceptionally firm butter was made ; this 
characteristic was not apparent in the butter produced from 
any other forage crop. Only on one occasion was there any 
suspicion of a taint in the milk, even when the cows were 
receiving very large quantities of cabbage ; this was during 
a period of warm, moist weather in November. There appears 
to be no risk whatever of cabbage taint if the fodder is given 
after milking and the sheds are kept well ventilated. 

Ylalda. — In 1917, 499 4 gallons of milk were obtained per 
acre against 198 5 gallons from similar land in grass. In 1918, 
13 cows were kept on the system for the whole year. They 
consumed the produce of 7 2 acres of green fodder crops, the 
estimated produce of 7 18 acres of pea and oat hay, allowing 
2 5 tons per acre, and the estimated produce of i i acres of 
mangolds, allowing a crop of 30 tons per acre. This makes a 
total of 15 -48 acres required to maintain 13 cows for the whole 
year, cake and litter only being purchased. The yield of milk 
for the year commencing 9th May, 1918, and ending 8th May, 
1919, was 87,369 lb. If milk is taken as having a specific 
gravity of i 03, the total annual yield in gallons is 8,482, which 
averages 652 gallons per cow, and 548 gallons per acre for the 
land involved. The yields per cow for the year would have 
been considerably higher but for the fact that half of the cows 
were late summer calvers. Higher yields per acre could be 
obtained under better conditions. In the first place the cows 
are not first rate. Further, owing to the demand for cereals in 
1918, a sufficient quantity of pea and oat hay, on which the 
cows milked particularly well, could not be grown, and during 
part of the winter the cows were receiving only oat straw and 
mangolds. Much of the meal given as concentrated food was 
of poor quality, if high-priced, and when the cows were given 
crushed oats instead of the purchased meal an immediate 
improvement in the milk yield took place. 


THE CANNING OF FRUIT AND 
VEGETABLES. 

The preservation of fruit and vegetables by canning has 
many advantages over bottling, especially when carried out 
on a commercial scale. The initial outlay is not so heavy, 
and packing and transport difficulties are much reduced. 
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w^ule breakages of bottles are avoided, and a great saving 
time is effected, as large quantities (ff produce may be dealt 
with quickly. 

Furthermore, if the canning be carefully done the flavour 
of canned fruit is considered superior to that of fruit preserved 
by other methods. This is due to the fact that the cans are 
hermetically sealed before being sterilised, and all volatile 
oils and flavours are, therefore, retained. ‘ 

Appaimtua nMWMary for Canning*— The apparatus necessary 
for canning by the " water-bath method ” depends a great deal 
upon the quantity of fruit to be dealt with. For ordinary 
household purposes a large pan fitted with a false bbttom can 
be used, or special sterilising pans holding 18-20 3-lb. cans may 
be purchased. \Vhen using these pans the cans must be sub- 
merged in boiling water. If desired, an ordinary copper can 
be used ; in this case it is advisable to obtain the special tin 
trays with handles which fit into the copper, so that the cans 
are easily lifted in and out. 

Complete outfits of canning apparatus may be bought, and 
attention may be drawn to the following types — 

The Royal Home Canner (Fig. 2) is suitable for domestic 
purposes and is so constructed as to generate steam quickly. 
This apparatus will hold three dozen 3-lb. cans at one time. 
It is portable, and wood, coal or gas may be usi*d to generate 
the steam. 

The Pressure Canner is a more complicated apparatus than 
the Royal Home Canner. It generates and retains steam under 
pressures var}dng from 5-30 lb. per square inch, and must be 
fitted with a pressuie gauge and safety valve. It enables 
canning to be carried out very rapidly, and is the only sure 
method of caiming meat, fish, and such vegetables as peas and 
beans, but is not essential for fruit or tomatoes. 

Full particulars of large Commercial or Pressure Canning 
Outfits may be obtained through the Trade Journals. 

PrM«rratlon of Food by Btorillootion,- It is a well-known fact 
that food decay is caused by germs present in the air. These 
germs arc of three classes, two of which, yeasts and moulds, 
attack both fruit and v(getables, and a third, bacteria, attacks 
vegetables only. 

The destruction of these organisms by heat is known as 
" sterilisation.” If this is properly carried out and reinfection 
is prevented, food is preserved for an indefinite period. 

A temperature of 150° F. to 190® F. is sufficient to kill yeasts 
and moulds, but bacteria are not destroyed except at a 
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temperature pf 212® F. (boiling point). In eacli case the 
temperature must be maintiined for the proper length 
of time. 

■qutpmmt ReqMlrwl fttr Cannlns (Fig. i). — Successful canning 
ean only be accomplished if all the equipment is ready to hand 
before starting. The following are essential : — 

1 . Stenliser, — ^This may consist of any large pan or boiler, or, better 

still, a specially made canner, 

2. Cans and Ltds. — ^The cans are made of tin in nominal 1,2,^ and 

7-lb. sires. A reputed 2-lb. can will hold 2 lb of pulp or jam, 
but onlv I J lb. of fruit in water ; the other sizes are in propor- 
tion, Each lid should have a small vent-hole, and cans with 
wide mouths are the most suitable. 

3. Solder, — ^This is used for soldering on the lid and sealing the vent- 

hole. 

4. ?lux and Small Brush — Flux or soldering fluid is used for 

cleansing the tin to ensure that the soldei adheres 

5. Soldering Irons — ^These have copper ends and must be kept 

smooth and bright. 

6 File and Emery Paper — ^Necessary to clean the irons, 

7. Clean Cloths, — For wiping the cans, etc. 

8. Boiling Water. — In plentiful supply. 

Preparation of Fruit and Vegetabloo. — Grading . — Vegetables 
and fruit must be graded carefully according to colour, size 
and ripeness. This ensiues the best ''pack '' and uniformity 
of flavour and texture to the canned product : these points 
are very important and should always be kept in mind. 

Blanching . — Prior to canning it is very necessary for all 
vegetables and many kinds of fruits to be “ blanched,** 
Thoiough cleansing and the removal of acid and acrid flavours 
are thereby ensured, and the colouring matter sets , the bulk of 
green vegetables is also reduced, and the splitting and cracking 
of cherries, damsons and plums are prevented. Peaches and 
pears are rendered more transparent and given a better texture 
and more mellow flavour. Soft fruits do not require "blanching.** 

The operation consists of plunging the vegetables or fruit 
into boiling water for a time, which may vary from i to 15 
minutes according to the state of maturity and the kind of 
fruit and vegetables used.* After the necessary time has 
elapsed, the fruit or vegetables should be removed from the 
boiling water and plunged immediately into cold water two 
or three times, but they should not be left in the cold water to 
soak. The plunging into cold water sets the colouring matter, 
and is termed " Cold-dipping.** Vegetables are made more 
crisp if salt is added to the cold water. 


* A wire basket or piece of cheese cloth is useful for this purpose. 
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Table for Blanching Vegetables. 


Vegetables, 

Time of Blanching. 

and Belkils 

Carrots (according to size and age) . , 
Celery (according to thickness) 

Bceta 

Tomatoes . . 

2- 3 minutes. 

5-15 .. 

3- 5 

3-10 

3-10 to loosen the skin. 


PHHiiff ami SaidarinR the Cmnt.— Packing the Cflws.— Wash the 
cans in boiling water immediately before filling. Take one 
can at a time and pack with fruit or vegetables to within 
J in. of the top, but without crushing. To ensure a good 
“ pack ” the cans should be weighed, particularly if the product 
is for market purposes. Cans after being packed should be 
dealt with as quickly as possible and not allowed to stand about 
open. 

Adding Water, Syrup or Brine. — Immediately after packing 
sufficient liquid must be added to cover the produce. Fruit 
may be canned in either water or S5Tup, but the latter is to be 
preferred as it imparts a better flavour to the canned product. 
For vegetables, brine should be used. The syrup, brine or 
water used for filling the cans should be boiling [see p. 528 for 
strengths). Next place the lid on the can and wipe dry with 
a clean cloth. 

Soldering on the Lid or Capping, — ^Apply a little flux with a 
small soft brush around the groove of the cap, taking care 
that none enters the can. With the hot iron, well tinned, in 
the right hand and the solder in the left hand, melt two Or 
three drops of solder round the cap ih the groove (Fig. 3). 
Steady the cap with the stick of solder, but do not cover the 
vent-hole. Then draw the melted solder round the cap in an 
even, smooth stream with the hot iron. 

Sealing the Vent-hole or Tipping, — If boiling water has 
been used in filling the cans, then tipping may be done imme- 
diately after the lid is soldered on, as enough air will have 
been exhausted or driven out through the vent-hole. To tip 
a can, place the point of the hot iron over the vent-hole and 
touch the iron slightly with the solder stick. A bead of solder 
will then drop on to the vent-hole and make a neat tip. The 
description of the contents must then be marked on the can 
with an oil crayon. 

Kxiwiwtion.— The operation of exhaustion or driving out the 
air from the cans before " tipping ” is very important. By 
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using boiling liquid to fill the cans, and ** capping " them 
immediately, the centre of each can will register from 170®- 
190® F., and sufficient exhaustion then takes place. No can 
should be tipped below a temperature of 170° F. 

When “ Upping '' is not done immediately after capping,'' 
and the interior temperature of the can has fallen below 170° F.. 
the air should be exhausted by placing the cans, with the vent- 
holes open, in the canner for 5-15 minutes until the tempcjrature 
is brought up again to i7o°-i9o‘^ F. The cans are then removed 
from the canner and immediately dried and tipped. Great 
care must be taken if this method is adopted, for by over- 
exhaustion the cans collapse (Fig. 4 C) on cooling and the 
contents, although propt^rly sterilised, ^come mushy. 

Steriliaation.-- This is the term applied to the process of 
heating the cans to ensure the destruction of the organisms 
responsible for decay. The time allowed for sterilising must 
be reckoned from the moment the water boils after the cans 
have been lowered into the canner. For sterilising in steam, 
a thermometer is absolutely essentuil. 

Time Table. 

Products to be Canned. Preparation. | Time of Sterilising. 

Soft Fruit. — Gooseberries, Graded .. j 15-20 mins, at 212® F. 

Currants, Strawberries, ' (according to ripeness). 

Raspbeines, Logan- ( 

berries. 

Stone Fruit. — Cherries, : ]3lanclied and cold 

Plums, Damsons, Apn- | dipped. 

cots and Peaches, 

Hard Fruit. — Apples and | Peeled, cored and 

Pears, • blant hed and cold 

I dipped. 

Tomatoes . . . , : Scalded and Peeled 

Vegetables , . , . ! Blanched and cold 

I dipped. 

i 
I 

Note. — Very ripe fruit always requires more sterilising than unripe fruit. 

CoolliiR the Cane. -All tinned products must bc^ cooled as 
quickly as possible to check subsequent cooking, which would 
otherwise continue for some time, and so spoil the colour and 
reduce the fruit to pulp. To cool the cans plunge them into a 
bath of cold water, or, if large numbers are being dealt with, 
spray them with a hose pipe. The cans must not on any 
account be piled up one on top of the other until thoroughly 
cold. Before storing, the cans should be first dried to prevent 
rusting, and then lacquered and labelled. 


15-20 mins, at 212® F. 
(according to ripeness). 

20-30 mins, at 212® F. 
(according to ripeness). 

20-30 mins, at 212® F. 

2 hours. Green vegetables 
to be redone alter 48 
hours. 


2 0 2 
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ttanlnH w Frtpwmtlon «f Iron* fttr toktorliw.— See that the 
irons are bright and smooth, and heat thoroughly in a dear 
fire or over the gas. Place some soldering fluid (flux) in a stone 
jar for cleaning the irons, and also a small quantity in a clean 
4glass jar for brushing the tins. Dip the irons into the jar of 
flux and rub the ends with the stick of polder, then immediately 
dip again into the flux and the solder will be found to run 
•evenly over the iron. This " tinning ” is most important, for 
if the irons are not kept clean and well turned, the soldering 
of the cans cannot be carried out successfully. So long as the 
irons are not made red hot they will remain “ tinned ’’ and need 
only be dipped into the flux before using. When once the 
operator becomes accustomed to the handling of the took, the 
soldering may be done very quickly and perfectly. A pound 
of solder will seal a gross of cans, and an efficient operator can 
do sixty cans an hour. 

SriM and Syrup.— Brine or syrup is made by boiling the cor- 
rect amounts of salt or sugar in water for ten minutes. All 
impurities are then skimmed off the top. 

For brine, one tablespoonful of salt is required for each 
quart of water. 

The strength of syrup will vary according to the class of 
fruit to be canned. 

1. Soft Fruit, Plums and Thin .. 2| lb. sugar to each gal. 

•Cherries. of water, 

2. Pears . . . . . . Medium . . 4} lb. sugar to each gal. 

of water. 

3. Peaches and Apricots Heavy . . 6j to 8 lb. sugar to each 

gal. of water. 

Strawberries and raspberries should be canned in S3n:up 
made from the juice of the berries, in which case no water 
<x syrup is used. 

iSauM* of Falluro In Canningr. — 

j. The Use of unfit Material. — Fruit and vegetables for 
canning must be perfectly fresh and in good condi- 
tion, and must be canned as soon as possible after 
gathering. Failures known as “Flat Sours" are 
caused by using material which has fermented or 
heated through standmg for some time. Fruit 
gathered wet and kept together in too large quantities, 
or peas remaining in closed baskets or hags are very 
liable to be spoiled in this manner. The contents 
•of the cans are sour, although there is nothing to 
indicate this condition imtil they are opened. 
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2. Insuffiaent Sterilisation. — Swollen or bulged cans (Fig. 

4 B) are usually caused by the produce fermenting 
through insufficient sterilisation. The ends of the 
cans become distended with the gas which is generated. 
The contents are unfit for consumption and have 
an offensive odour. • 

3. Careless Sealing. — ^This causes cans to leak and results 

in the contents going bad. Great care must be taken 
to detect any leaks before storing, and if found they 
must be repaired at once. Cans should be tested 
after soldering by lowering each one into a bath of 
hot water. If a leak is present bubbles will rise to 
the surface of the water. 

4. Overpacking or Sealing when too cold. — ^This also causes 

bulged cans. If due to overpacking, the cans can 
be made to resume their normal shape’ on cooling 
by pressing in the ends. The contents of the bulged 
cans due to these causes are quite wholesome. 

5. Shrinkage of Produce in the Cans during Sterilisation . — 

This may be caused by — 

1. Improper blanching and cold dipping. 

2. Loose packing through careless grading. 

3. Sterilising too long. 

6. Cloudy Peas are caused by — 

1. Using peas with cracked skins. . 

2. Blanching too long. 

3. Using hard water. 

7. Discoloration of Fruit is due to — 

I. Careless blanching. 

I. Continued cooking due to piling the cans on 
top of others before they are cool. 

3. Using over-ripe fruit. 

Note. — Rhubarb should never be canned unless a very 
heavy syrup is used. Otherwise the lacquer of the 
cans will not withstand the excessive acidity of the 
rhubarb and the inside of the tins will rust. The 
contents of cans in this condition are unfit for con- 
sumption. 

{This article is also issued separately as Leaflet No. 331.) 
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THE HARVESTING OF CORN CROPS. 

Owing to the comparatively poor yield in many districts, 
it is this year of great importance that the com crops of the 
country should be properly harvested and that there should be 
no loss of grain due to faihu-e on the part of the farmer to 
adopt all (N any possible means by which such loss may be 
prevented or lessened. Should the season prove a favourable 
one in regard to weather, there will be no particular risk, at 
least to those who have had experience in dealing with corn 
crops, and the need for special jarecautions in harvesting will 
not arise. In this country, however, we can never bfe certain 
of having good weather in harvest time, although there aie 
parts of the country, such as the eastern and south-eastern 
counties of England, with an annual rainfall of not more than 
about 20 in., that are always freer from weather risk than 
others. In these dry districts, which are also in the main the 
com-growing parts of the country under normal conditions, 
harvesting is free from many of the difficulties and uncertainties 
that beset the farmer in the north and west, where the harvest 
is later and the weather generally less settled. In these 
wetter districts success in securing the grain in good condition 
depends to a much greater extent than in dry climates upon 
the method of handling the crop in the process of harvesting. 
Certain devices or practices have come to be adopted as a result 
of experience which have for their special object the pre- 
vention or lessening of the damage that is caused to cut corn 
by bad weather. It may be useful, perhaps, to draw attention 
to some of these practices as they might, should the weather 
at harvest happen to be bad, prove advantageous even in 
districts where there is ordinarily no need for them. 

I. Th* FtoM-mow (Fig. i). — In several parts of the country where* 
owing to the climate, harvesting is frequently troublesome and tedious* 
it is a common practice in a wet or late season to build small temporary 
stacks or ricks in the field. These are sometimes known as “ field-ricks," 
*' rickles ” and “ field-mows," and they correspond to “ tramp-ricks ” 
or “ hillocks ’’ into which hay is sometimes made in the field in wet and 
late districts. 

A field-mow is a miniature stack built on precisely the same principle 
as an ordinary round stack in a stack-yard and contains generally about 
an average load or a load-and-a-half of corn. In parts of Wales, where 
this method is common, an old rule is that a field-mow of wheat should 
contain 30 8-sheai stooks, and a mow of barley or oats not less than 
20 or more than 25 stooks. 

In building a field-mow four sheaves are first of all set up together 
with the butts well out on the ground and the heads close together. 
Around these another circle of sheaves is built, the butts of the sheaves 
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resting on the ground. The next course of sheaves is now laid on, the 
butts projecting slightly over those underneath, each sheaf being, as 
far as possible, laid on over the space between the two sheaves under it, 
and iirmly pressed under the stacker's knee. Several courses are laid 
on in the same way, care being taken that the centre of the mow is 
kept well filled in, so that the sheaves laid in circles around it will all 
be l3nng at a considerable angle and not fiat. When the mow is about 
as high as a man's shoulders from the ground, it should be drawn in by 
fewer sheaves being laid on in the circle and placed at a somewhat 
greater angle than those in the body of the mow, so that a cone-shaped 
top may be formed. Four sheaves should be placed on the top with the 
heads lying close together and the butts spread out somewhat around 
the cone so as to form a hood or cap over the whole. Sometimes the 
tops of the four sheaves forming the cap are tied together with a straw 
band. In all cases, the butts of the sheaves forming the hood should 
cover the bands of the sheaves l3nng immediately under them. 

In settled weather the corn is not put into field-mows at all, but the 
great advantage of the system in broken or wet weather is that corn 
which is partially dried in the stook but w'hich is not dry enough to put 
into the rick or barn, can be put into field-mows with safety, and will in 
that way suffer little or no damage from subsequent wet weather, and 
may be carted home later, having meanwhile dried sufficiently in the 
mow for stacking. Corn will keep in mows for weeks in very had weather 
where, if left in the stook, it would suffer very severely and even become 
entirely spoilt. Where the butts of the sheaves contain much grass or 
clover, they often dry better in mows than in almost any other way. 

The making of field mow'S certainly involves extra labour, and it 
requires a certain amount of skill to render the method effective, but 
the advantages that accrue from adopting this practice in -an indifferent 
season are sufficiently great to warrant the extra labour. 

A field-mow may be built very quickly ; two men and two women 
can deal with quite a considerable area in half a day. The sheaves 
from a certain length of each of two rowrs of stocks are dragged to the 
mow by the w'omen. One of the men builds the mow, and the other 
lifts the sheaves to him. 

2. Thi Hand-mow (Fig. 2). — A smaller mow than that described 
above, and known as a “ hand-mow," or “ hand-rick," is made in some 
places. It is built in a similar way, but contains only from 30 to 50 
sheaves, and is generally shaped like a cone, having no “ eaves " like 
the field -mow. These smaller mows are more easily built than the 
latter, and are mostly found on small farms where normally but few 
hands are employed in the harvest-field. They are very useful in wet 
or showery w’eather, especially if there should be much clover or other 
green stuff in the butts of the sheaves, but while they have the advantage 
that it requires less skill and labour to build them, they are not so effec- 
tive in preserving corn from damage in continuous wet weather as the 
more substantial field-mows described in the previous section. In 
building these smaller mows, particular care should be taken to place 
the sheaves wnth the side inward that was outside in the stook or shock. 
In this way full advantage will be taken of the slope that is nearly always 
found on the butt-end of the sheaf to throw off the water. 

If mows are not well built they are liable to be blown down in a high 
wind. Usually, however, when carefully constructed, only a few of the 
sheaves forming the “ crown " of the mow are displaced. After a storm 
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it is necessary to go roxmd the mows in the field and replace the sheaves 
t hat have been blown down. When the sheaves forming the hood of the 
mow have been blown down and the top of the mow has become very 
wet in consequence, it may be necessary to take some of the top sheaves 
down and rebuild the crown on the original plan. 

To prevent the mow from being blown over, two straw ropes are 
sometimes placed over it diagonally, the ends being fastened wdth pegs 
to the ground. The advantage of doing this depends upon the size of 
the mow ;* in any case it involves considerable additional labour, and 
in general is not greatly to be recommended. 

3. The French or Double" Steele (Fig. 3). — In parts of France a 
method of harvesting that is common in ba^ weather is to make the 
corn into specially built stocks, which are covered with a hood much like 
that of a hand-mow. The French stook consists of about a dozen shea ves, 
which are placed together to form a circular stook, hollow in the middle, 
and tlie ears drawn together to a point in the centre. Two sheaves are 
then placed upside down on the top, and the cars spread all round the 
stook. The butts of the two sheaves forming the hood are then tied 
together to keep them in position. It is claimed for this method that it 
IS very effective in keeping the ears dry, and that it also prevents the 
stocks from being blown down by the wind. The French stook is very 
similar to the “double stook,” wliich is commonly seen in parts of Ireland. 

4. Hooded Stooke (Fig. 4). — It was a common practice in parts of 
tliis country at one time to “ hood ” the stocks of oats and barley in the 
field if the weather was uncertain. Hooding was a very simple operation 
and consisted in placing two sheaves butt-to-butt on the top of the 
ordinary 8- or lo-sheaf field stook, with the ears slightly projecting over 
the ends. No doubt some protection was afforded to tlie stocks in 
wet weather by this covering, but the hood and the stocks were easily 
blown down by the wind. 

3. Plrllngr (Fig. 5). — method of harvesting that is common in 
parts of the country where corn is normally only grown in small areas 
IS that of making field stocks by setting up two pairs of sheaves, the 
one pair at right angles to the other, the butts being placed fairly well 
apart, and the tops of the sheaves tied together about 9 in. from the 
apex with a band made of a handful of straws drawn from the sheaves. 
It is simply a 4-sheaf stook tied at the top, and is more or less hollow 
underneath. This practice is sometimes known as “ pirling.” 

Although the t5dng of the tops in the manner described involves some 
additional labour, this method of stooking has much to recommend it in 
a bad harvest and in late districts. Stocks so made dry more quickly 
than any other kind. They have the further advantage that it takes a 
great deal of wind to blow them over. In many wet upland districts 
this is the universal method of stooking and all com crops are treated 
in the same way. 

6. Caltlng:. — In parts of the North of England, the corn is sometimes 
set up in “ gaitings.” A gaiting is a sheaf tied near the top, instead of 
in the middle, with a straw band, and set up firmly on the ground by 
spreading the butt so that the sheaf, or gaiting, resembles a bell tent. 
The centre is more or less hollow, so that the wind blows through. By 
this method, the whole crop is set up in single sheaves of a special type 
instead of in stocks. The practice is usually only followed where small 
areas of corn have to be dealt with. It is claimed for the method that it 
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is very useful, particularly with oats which contain a large amount of 
grass or clover. 

Any of the above methods may be used with advantage in a wet 
season, preference being given to the method which can be most con- 
veniently and effectively carried out* The field -mow (i) and the hand- 
mow (2) have a great deal to recommend them, and are on the whole the 
methods most to be recommended. The sheaves, however, must have 
a certain degree of dryness before they can be put into a mow. Once 
the corn is put into a mow, it is then relatively safe. French stocking, 
hooding and pirling have advantages in a wet season, but if the weather 
continues broken over a long spell, none of these is equal to the field-mow 
for preserving corn from damage, especially in stormy weather. 

PROTECTION IN TNE 8TACK. — It frequently happens in a wet season 
that considerable damage is done to corn in the unfinished stack, or in the 
finished stack before it can be thatched. Where corn is carted into a 
shed or barn, damage from rain is avoided, but on most farms, both 
large and small, corn is stacked in the open, and in w'et weather stacking 
i3 often a very tedious operation. It is difficult to give here, sufficiently 
clearly, detailed instructions as to the method of building a stack. 
Attention may, however, be drawn to certain points in connection with 
Stack-building that are regarded as of special importance in late or wet 
districts. 

1. Staok- or RIok-otands. — In most farms where corn is groivn in 
quantity, specially constructed stands of iron or wood and stone called 
“ stools,” “ staddles ” or stathels,” are to be found, upon which the 
stacks are built. These rise some distance above the ground and answer 
the double purpose of protecting the bottom of the stack from both wet 
ahd veniiin and ensuring ventilation. Where no staddles exist on the 
ground, a bed or stool of straw or hedge clippings should .be made. The 
material should be well shaken, and spread evenly to a thickness of about 
a foot over the area to be covered by the bottom of the stack. Stacks 
may be circular or^rectangular, the form being largely a matter of local 
custom. 

2. Vantllatort. — When the corn is not in thoroughly good condition, 
it is advisable that there should be some arrangement made by which the 
stack may be ventilated . The commonest method of ensuring ventilation 
is by placing a “ boss ” in the centre and building the stack round it. A 
boss is a structure consisting of three poles or small trees, about 8 or 10 
ft. long, tied at the top, and drawn out at the bottom until they stand 
about 3 ft. apart. They are fastened together by strips of wood placed 
at intervals and nailed on. When completed a boss of this description 
will form a three-sided pyramid (Fig. 6). Sometimes, the boss instead? 
of coming to a point at the top, is made in the form of a prism (Fig. 7). 
At present, as wood is scarce, fewer strips may be used in making the 
boss than are shown in the illustrations. Straw ropes will answer the- 
purpose equally well provided a few strips of wood are used to give 
stability to the boss. 

A boss placed in the centre of a stack is an effective means of ensuring 
ventilation, especially if the stack is built on a staddle. At the present 
time, however, it may be difficult to procure the necessary timber for 
making bosses, and some other means of ventilating the stack may have 
to be used. Specially designed stack ventilators have been on the* 
market for many years, but the supply of them is hardly likely to be 
equal to a large demand. 
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An old method of ventilating a stack is by placing a bundle of straw, 
or a sack tightly filled with straw or hay, in the centre of the sheaves 
which form the foundation of the stack. As the stack rises in height, 
the bundle or sack is drawn up through the centre to the top, leaving a 
shaft ruaning from the bottom to the top, and through which a current of 
air may pp,ss. There is no particular difficulty in making this kind of 
ventilator, which is quite elective. To enable the cool air to enter the 
shaft from below, if the stack is built on the ground, a trestle may be 
placed in the bottom of the stack connecting the outside edge of the 
stack with the shaft. 

3, “ Heartlnir ” the Staoki — Whatever the shape of the stack, great 
care should be taken, once the bottom of the stack has been properly 
and firmly laid and covered with sheaves, to keep the centre well filled in. 
This is known as “ hearting " or “ filling." Unless the centre is veil 
filled and kept up as the stack is building, so that the butts of the sheaves 
slope slightly downwards and outwards, it will be difficult to keep the 
stack together, and the centre will be lower than the outside when the 
stack is consolidated, with the result that water may run in. This is 
the most important part of the operation of stack-building, especially in 
wet districts, or in a wet season. 

8iz« and Shape of the Staok. — In a wet season, when it is difficult 
to secure corn under any system in the best condition, it is better to 
build comparatively small stacks, especially of barley or oats, both of 
which are more liable to heat than is wheat. A slack consisting of 10 
or 12 average cart-loads, or about 10 quarters of corn, will be found a 
convenient and sufficient size under such circumstances. Where corn 
contains a considerable quantity of grass or clover, particular care should 
be taken not to build it into large stacks. 

It is a common practice to make the stack swell out somewhat as it 
proceeds in height, so that the eaves project a foot or even 2 ft. over 
the base. It is not really necessary that stacks should be built in that 
way in order to throw off the water, although, in general, it may be said 
that it is no disadvantage if the stack has been skilfully built. 

The top, or roof, of the stack should be fairly steep, so that the rain 
may run off the more quickly. In forming the top of a stack, special 
care should be taken to keep the centre well filled in. 

5. Thatohlnff. — Considerable damage is often caused to grain in the 
stack. It is important that stacks should be protected as far as possible 
when the weather is unfavourable, so as to avoid the loss that frequently 
occurs between the completion of the stack and the time of threshing cr 
thatching. There is sometimes a good deal of delay in thatching which 
may be due less to negligence than to want of straw until the threshing 
machine has been round, or to scarcity of labour. For temporary pro- 
tection, especially of an unfinished stack, stack or nek covers are most 
useful. For completed stacks which are waiting to be threshed, a few 
battens of straw on the ridge or crown of the stack, or even a covering of 
hedge ow clippings, will be found useful as a protection should the weathe r 
be wet and threshing be delayed. The same method may be adopted as a 
means of affording temporary protection in the case of stacks that are 
to be thatched but where thatching cannot be proceeded with at once. 

Full details in regard to the method and process of thatching are 
given in the Board's Leaflet No. 236. 

(This article was issued as Food Production Leaflet No, 50 

♦ in August, J919.) 


538 


The Cost of Production of Milk. 


[AUG., 


Report of the 
TraveUing 
CommiefiOB cf 
Inquiry into the 
Coet of Production 
ofXilh. 


The Travelling Comtnission appointed by the Food Controller 
to investigate locally the cost of milk production in Great 
Britain and to make recommendaticms as 
to the prices to be fixed for milk in the 
summer and winter of 1919, and also to 
make enquiries as to the cost of cheese 
production, have recently issued their 
Report.* 

Coot of Produotlon. — An Interim Report was issued by the 
Commission in April and the prices as to milk there recom- 
mended were accepted by the Food Controller, and were 
brought into operation by the Milk (Summer Prices) Order, 
1919 (see this Journal, May, 1919, p. 198, and June, 1919, 
P- 325)- A further Interim Report has also been issued, dealing 
with the establishment of differential zones and the estimated 
cost of production of milk in the summer of 1919 (see this 
Journal, July, 1919, p. 465). 

In the Report now issued are given the results of the tabu- 
lation of the figures submitted by farmers with regard to the 
cost per gallon of the production of milk in the periods ist May 
to 30th September, 1918, and ist October, 1918, to 31st 
January, 1919, which were used by the Commission in framing 
their recommendations. 


It is .stated, in regard to cheese-making, that there was practical 
unanimity of opinion that the manufacturing cost was approxi- 
mately 2 d. per lb. in addition to the cost of milk. It was 
generally accepted that one gallon of milk produced on the 
average 1 lb. of cheese. 


Information obtalnod ao to Motbodo of Produotlon.— The C onimis- 
sion found tliat the three main methods of profluction of milk in Great 
Britain are : — 

I. Production on Country Farms. — The most general method 
of herd management on these farms is to change from a fifth 
to a third of the herd annually, relying for replenishment on 
home-bred or purchased stock. Large quantities of home- 
produced foods are used. By far the largest proportion of the 
milk produced in Great Britain is produced under these conditions, 
with slight variations according to the different districts. 

e. Production on Suburban Farms . — On these farms a larger 
proportion of the herd is changed annually. Only a small 
quantity of home-produced food is grown, and consequently 
artificial feeding stuffs are more largely used. This method of 
production is found in the immediate neighbourhood of many 
of the large towns such as London, Glasgow, Birmingham, 


• Cmd. 233, 1919, price 2d. net. Published by H.M. Stationery Office, 
Imperial House, Kingsway, London, W.C.2. 
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Manchester, and the industrial centres of the North Midlands 
generally. 

3. Production under the Town Dairy System . — No home- 
produced foods are grown by the town dairyman. The cows 
are kept in all the year round and 75 per cent, to loo per cent, 
of the herd is chiuiged annually. 

This method of production is chietly found in Edinburgh, 
Leith, Dundee, and Liverpool. In the last-mentioned town 
almost all the producers are also retailers. The town dairy is of 
importance in that it provides for these towns a supply of milk 
which they would otherwise have difficulty in obtaining at the 
present time. The Commission, therefore, in the Interim Report 
recommended the continuance of the system at present in force 
by which the h'ood Commissioner for Scotland is empowered, to 
grant to the towMi daiiymen of Edinburgh, Leith and Dundee 
special licences to sell at a higher price than the producers' 
price in the rest of Scotland. It must be admitted, however, 
that the tow'ii dairy is a system which is wasteful of cow-life, 
and therefore in the long run uneconomic. 

Somewhat similar conditions aic to be found in the industrial 
area of the West Hiding ol Yorkshire, where one of the mam forms 
of agriculture is the production ol milk for local consumption, 
although local conditions such as atmospheric pollution and the 
high cost of labour render milk production so costly that it does 
not appear to be a suitable system of farming for the district. 

Milk producers in this area have on the recommendation of the 
Commission been permitted from the ist May to the 3otli Decem- 
ber, 1919, to charge for milk a maximum pnee of 2d. a gallon 
higher tlian that prevailing in the rest of England and Wales. 

The Commission feels, liownwer, that mcasuies such as those 
recommended in its Interim Report, are merely palliative and 
temporary, and that the whole question of milk production in the 
towns and distnets referred to and in parts of Lancashire where 
somewhat similar conditions prevail, should be made the subject 
of a special enquiry by the department which is to be responsible 
for the milk industry in conjunction with the local agricultural 
and public health authorities with a view to the arranging for 
a supply of milk to the towms wdiere the town dairy system is 
now in force from country districts wdiere milk can be produced 
more cheaply, and the gradual introduction into industrial areas 
of a system of farming other than milk production. 

THe Amount of Milk produood In different Periods. — In December, 
1918, according to the Report, there were in the whole of England and 
Wales 1,599,749 cows in milk, which had a total output of 11,875,000 
gal. of milk during the week ended 7th December. In June, 1918, the 
corresponding figures were 1,714,254 cows in milk, producing during a 
single week 23,340,000 gal. Hence as between June and December 
there was a decrease of as much as 49.1 per cent, in the output of milk, 
though there was a decrease of only 9 per cent, in the number of cows 
in milk. Whereas in June, 1918, the average yield per cow in milk was 
13*5 gal., in December, 1918, the yield had fallen to 7*6 gal. per week. 
The shortage of feeding stuffs, beginning with the gradual rediu'tion in 
May, 19x7, no doubt considerably affected the yield of milk, which was 
also reduced by the bad quality of the purchased foods. 
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In December, igi8, 63*4 per cent, out of the total number of daily 
cows in England and Wales were in milk, and 36’ 6 per cent, were dry. 
This compares with 8i per cent, in milk and 19 per cent, dry in June, 
1918. In December, 1917, the census figures showed 60*2 per cent, 
cows in milk and 39- 8 per cent. dry. 

DitMoet aireotiniT the Milk Supply. — (i.) Epizootic Abortion, — ^The 
Commission has been impressed during its investigations by the preva- 
lence of this disease and by its serious effect upon the yield of milk. 
A considerable body of evidence has been received with regard to the 
use of the Board of Agnculture vaccine, and this evidence was almost 
without exception favourable. It was found, however, that in many 
districts the fact that this vaccine could be obtained free of charge was 
not generally known, and the Commission therefore recommends that 
farmers should be more w^idely informed on the subject,** 

The Commission w^as informed at Exeter that this disease has been 
made compulsorily notifiable by the Devonshire County Council, and that 
Devonshire is the only county in England in which this action has 
been taken. The Commission considers that the results of this 
action call for its extension to the rest of the country, and for the 
enforcement of the necessary preventive and curative treatment. 

(ii.) Tuberculosis, — ^The Commission finds that the use of the tuber- 
culin test as a step in the direction of obtaining a herd free from tuber- 
culosis is comparatively rare, although its value is much more fully 
realised in some districts than in others. The evidence of veterinary 
surgeons and of farmers was generally to the effect that herds free from 
tuberculosis were also less subject to other diseases, and attained a higher 
standard of health. The Commission feels that there is great need for 
the further instruction of fanners with regard to this matter, and it is 
therefore recommended that a scheme should be inaugurated for ; — 

(i.) The free application of the tuberculin test on an absolutely 
.eliable brsis. 

(ii.) The production of non-reacting young stock. 

The Commission recognises that any such scheme must be introduced 
gradually in view of the difficulty of obtaining non-reacting animals. 

It is considered that the grading of milk is a step in the right 
direction and should be continued and extended, and that farmers should 
receive every encouragement to keep non-reacting herds. Further, it 
is thought that the conditions under which milk is produced in many 
districts are unsatisfactory in consequence of the lack of hygienic 
housing accommodation for dairy herds. 

(iii.) Udder Diseases. — The Commission has also found that diseases 
of the udder were very prevalent in many districts, and that these 
diseases were also seriously affecting the yield of milk. 

The Commission recommends, with regard to diseases generally, the 
appointment of a full-time veterinary officer in charge of a county or 
group of counties, and also the making of grants to the veterinary col- 
leges for the purpose of further research into the diseases of animals. 

Labour. — (i.) Increased Cost and Difficulty of Obtaining. — The 
Commission has taken into account, in suggesting maximum producers* 
prices for the summer of tgig, the effect of the recent increases granted 


* A note on treatment for epizootic bovine abortion was published in this 

Journal, June, 1919^ p. 340. 
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by the Agricultiiral Wages Board on the cost of milk production. The 
fdtuation with regard to agricultural labour is, however, still uncertain. 
The unrest in the dairy industry is not due altogether to the scale of 
wages obtainable, but to the length of the hours worked, and the fact 
that so much Sunday labour is necessary. It cannot be expected that 
men and women will work seven days a week if they see any alternative 
method of obtaining a living. The shorter hours, the weekly rest days, 
and the higher wages obtainable in factories, have drawn workers from 
the dairy farms. The statutory half-holiday now in force, though it 
alleviates the position of the labourers, has increased the farmers* 
difi&culties, since it is necessary in many cases to engage additional hands 
in order to carry on the work by a system of shifts, ‘ 

The Commission considers that those farmers who have in recent 
years sold out their cows, and gone out of the dairying business have, on 
the whole, done so rather on account of the difficulty of obtaining labour 
than because the prices fixed for milk were unremunerative. 

(ii.) Employment of Women, — There would appear to be a distinct 
opening for the employment of women as milkers in England as is 
already done in Scotland, and on large farms where accommodation is 
available and big herds are kept the extended utilisation of female labour 
would be advantageous. 

(iii.) Use of Milking Machines. — The Commission received a con- 
siderable volume of evidence with regard to the use of milking machines 
and their value for the saving of labour. The evidence with regard^to 
the efficiency of these machines was conflicting, though there was general 
agreement that the successful working of a mechanical milking plant 
depends almost entirely on the operator, who must be rather above the 
general level of intelligence and reliability. 

It appeared from the evidence that the installation of a milking 
machine led to economy of labour in cases where the buildings were so 
planned as to permit of a reduction in the number of men employed in the 
cleaning of the cows and cowsheds. 

The general opinion of the farmers as shown by the evidence was 
that though the results of good hand-milking are preferable to those 
obtained by the use of a milking machine, the work of the machine is 
more satisfactory than that of inefficient milkers. 

It is recommended that grants should be made either to the Dairy 
Research Institute or to one of the Dairy C olleges, with a view to further 
research and experiment in the use of mechanical milkers and to the 
provision of short courses of instruction for intending operators. 

Milk Records. — A general feature of the evidence given was tliat the 
3 nelds of milk were on the whole higher in the districts where milk- 
recording has been carried out to any extent. The Commission therefore 
strongly recommends the extension of milk recording, and the attempt 
to improve the milking strain by the elimination from dairy herds of 
cows showing poor milk records. 

Collection and Distribution, — ^The Commission is impressed with the 
necessity for the reorganisation of the methods of collection and distribu- 
tion now generally adopted in the milk industry, and is of opinion that 
the present heavy loss of milk through souring is unnecessary and avoid- 
able, and that milk of a better quality and of no greater price could be 
provided were it chilled soon after milking, preferably at the farms, or 
if this were impossible, at country depots located at centres conveniently 
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aitvated for producers and with good railway communication to towna 
and cities. The following further advantages would arise fiom the 
adoption of this policy — 

(i.) The quantities of milk sent to toums coidd be regulated according 
to the daily needs of the retailers. Under 1 he existing system, 
while the demand for milk is comparatively uniform through- 
out the year, the winter supply of milk on many farms is less 
than 40 per cent, of the summer output. In some cases 
dealers contract for uniform amounts from the producers, 
leaving the summer surplus to be dealt with at the farms. In 
other cases, they purchase all the milk, themselves under- 
taking to dispose of the surplus. In either case this surplus 
is a source of anxiety and loss. 

(ii.) The gross milk production of the country would proliMy be 
increased, as the farmer would l>e assured of a market for 
milk produced at all seasons of the year. 

<ui.) Collection by means of a sendee of motor lorries could be 
arranged for, thus obviating the waste of individual delivery 
by farmers to stations or retail premises. 

(iv.) Surplus nulk could he dealt with near the source of production, 
thus avoiding unnecessary transport and the consequent 
deterioration of the milk as raw material for manufacture, 
(v.) It would be possible to arrange for the payment for milk on 
the basis of the fat content, which would ensure the giving of a 
better price for good quality milk. 

(vi.) It would he possible to arrange for the bacteriological examina- 
tion of the milk received at the depots from the various farms. 
A bacteriological test is considered the most satisfactory 
method of ascertaining the condition of milk. Under the 
present system an inspector may he satisfied with the actual 
condition and arrangement of premises in which milk produc- 
tion IS carried on in a very negligent manner, and the 
inspector’s report may therefore be misleading. If a 
bacteriological test proved the milk to be unsatisfactory 
the source of contamination could then be further examined. 
It is thought that it would be possible to train in a compara- 
tively short time assistants capable of conducting a simple 
bacteriological test, which would be sufficient for the purpose. 
It would then be possible to combine this method of testing 
for purity with the inspection of cowhouses as it is carried 
out at present. 

The Commission remarks on the extraordinary variation in the 
quantities of feeding stuffs, especially fodder and meals, given to dairy 
cows, and states that there is clearly much room for instruction in the 
most economical rations for milk production. The Commission is 
strongly of opinion that a considerable extension of systematic in- 
sstruction in the feeding and generad management of dairy herds ij 
essentialio the mor eeconomical production of milk and milk products. 
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MOch exceUent work has been done during the War at 
many Poblic Elementary Sdbools by making the fullest possilrfe 
use of school gardens and by providing 
Tha Sathioliild instruction for the children, so enaWng 
School Oardenc. them to render valuable service in the 
production of food. The Board have re- 
ceived a statement of the results obtained at the Rothschild 
School, Brentford, Middlesex, and it is felt that an account of 
the work by the Headmaster, Mr. Evan Phillips, may be of 
interest. 


List of Seeds and Produce for 28 Plots, each 40 square 
yards, jgij-i8. 


Name of Crop. 

Seed 

supplied. 

Crop. 

Remarks. 

Potatoes — 




(«) Sharpe’s Express 




(Scotch Seed) 

56 lb. 

391 lb. 

5 lb. bad seed. 

(6) Arran Chief 


(English Seed) . . 

Peas — 

561b. 

969 lb. 

Seed not of good 
size. 

{a) Little Marvel , . 

I quart 

92 lb. 

— 

(6) English Wonder 

Broad Beans — 

1 quart 

Ii4i lb. 

— 


(a) Leviathan 

1 quart 

50* lb. 

Blai k Aphis verj" 

\h) Long Pod 

I quart 

484 lb. 

ti 0 u bJ e som e , 
e.s pet 1 ally as on 
the neighbouring 
allotments littk' 
or nothing was 
done to keep it in 
check. 

Dwarf Beans — 

1 


[ 

Canadian Wonder 

i I quart 

26 Ib. 

— 

Onions — 



(ti) Reading Improved . . 

1 1 OZ. 

120 lb. 

— 

(6) Bediord Champion . . 

I oz. 

, — 

— 

Parsnips — 




Hollow Crown 

1 oz. 


— 

Turnip — 




Snowball . , 

I oz. 

, 023 turnips 

1 — 

Carrot— 


1 

James’s Intermediate 

I oz. 

1 

— 

Beet — 


j 


Crimson Ball 

Cabbage — 

Ellam^s Early 

I oz. 

I 420 beet 

— 

I oz. 

120 (to 

1 Nov. I St) 

Each boy still has 
two rows Brussels 
Sprouts, two rows 
Kale and one row 
Savoy Cabbage* 


Some seven or eight years ago a derelict field wasjplaced at 
the disposal of the above school by the Middlesex Education 
Authority. The Secretary of the latter, Mr. B. S. Gott, is 

2 p 2 
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himself keenly interested in gardening and has given great 
encouragement to the venture in this and other schools, pro- 
viding every boy with a complete set of the best tools, all 
necessary seeds, etc., free, the boys themselves taking the 
entire produce without payment of any kind. 

The field itself was rough, uneven, and waterlogged in the 
lower parts, but with a good south-western slope. The head 
and two assistant masters were qualified for the work by 
previous experience and study, having obtained agriculture 
and horticultural certificates. Two batches of elder boys were 
selected, 14 in each batch — the maximum permitted by the 
Board of Education. These .went to the field on' alternate 
afternoons, each in charge of its own special teacher. 

The waterlogged part of the field was drained by the boys 
into a pond which lies at the foot of the slope. The higher 
ground was then planned and divided by paths into two 
separate sections which were further divided for each team of 
boys, one rod being allotted to each. The ground was after- 
wards thoroughly trenched, and the turf inverted and buried. 
The arrangement of each plot was identical in every case, and 
the crops varied each year. 

During the first winter the plots were left in this condition, 
and received the benefit of sharp frost, a good seed-bed being 
thus obtained even in the first season. The results were good 
beyond expectation and have improved every year. Additional 
land at the bottom has been reclaimed and each boy was 
allowed an extra rod or two for potatoes during war-time, the 
extra seed being bought by the parents, who are one and aU 
keenly interested in the instruction as well as in the crops. 

Many old bo5rs have taken up 10 -rod allotments let by the 
Town Council, and have largely benefited by previous instruc- 
tion as well as by lectures at the school khidly given by the 
horticultural expert. The regular masters, Messrs. Beazley 
and Payne, in charge of the school gardens, are now returning 
from war service, and it is hoped that the scheme will be still 
more successful and may even be extended. 

The following are two examples of papers written by 
pupils in the botany and gardening classes, and the illustra- 
tions shown in Figs, i and 2 are reproductions of their 
drawings — 

22nd April. Hugh Leigh^ 

The White Dead Nettle. {See Fig. i.) 

Plant . — A perennial herb. 

Root. — Fibrous. 

Slew*. — ^Upright, square, hollow, hirsute. 
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Leaves. — Cauline, cordate, serrate, opposite, hirsute, net-veined. 
Flower , — Calyx, 5-lobed. 

Corolla, 5-lobed. 

Stamens, 4 (2 and 2). 

Pistil, Stigma — ^bifid. 

Style — ^long. 

Ovary — 4 -celled. 

Order. — Labiate. 

Habitat . — In fields, near hedges, and any country spot. 



Fig. I.— The White Dead Nettle. 
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Botmy Stems, {Ses Fig^ J. D^vis, 

1. Those which climb upwards. 

Requiring no support. Stems climb by— 
i. Aerial roots, e.g.. Ivy. 
li. Hooks, e,g., Bramble, Goosegrass. 

iii. Twining, e.g,, Runner Bean, Hop, Convolvulus. 

iv. Sensitive Organs called tendrils, e.g., Pea, Virginia Creeper. 

2. Prostrate Stems, e.g., Clover, Strawberry, Creeping Buttercup. 

3. Subterranean Stems. 

A. The Rhizome which creeps along beneath the ground. 

B. The Tuber, a swollen underground stem, e.g., Potato. 

C. The Bulb, a modified bud, e.g., Onion, Tulip. 



Fio. 2.— Botany Sterna. 
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Trb Report for the years 1915, Z9x6, 19x7 and 1918. on the pro* 
ceedings of the Board under the* Tithe, Copyhold, Inclosure and o^r 
Acts, dealt with by th^ Tithe, Copyhold, 
Report of Tithe, Commons and Survey Branch of the Land 
Copyhold, Commons Division of the Board, has recently been 
and Surrey Branch presented to Parliament. (Cmd. 193, price 
of the Board, 2d, net.). 

1916 - 1918 , The subjects include nearly all those 

which fell to the charge of the Tithe, 
Copyhold and Inclosure Commissions, whose functions devolved in 
1882 on the Land Commissioners for England and were transferred 
to the Board of Agr.cuiture on its formation in 1889. With a vuw 
to economy during the War, the reports of proceedings under these 
Acts lor the years 1915, 191b, and 1917 w. re pot printed, though a 
b ief summary of the proceedings was inserted in the Board's Jownal 
in each of the ensuing years, 191b, 1917, and 1918, respectively. 

Tithe Acts, 1836 to 1918. 

The oldest of the duties with which the Board aie charged are those 
arising from the administration of the Acts relating to tithe rentcharge 
and other payments in heu of tithe in kind. The total amount of tithe 
rentcharge now existing is ^^3. 674,145. Calculated as prescribed by the 
Tithe Acts, the total value of the tithe rentcharge now payable in 
England and Wales is /4, 01 2,038, or 43 per cent, more lhan immediately 
before the War when the value was ,^2, 798,579. 

The amount of til he rentcharge extinguish<d by redemption or 
declaration of merger in 1918 exceeded that for any year since 1913, 
and was more than double the amount tor 1917. This imrease was no 
doubt largely due to the grea*^ activity in the property market during 
the year and is not attnbutalxj Co the passing of the new Tithe Act, 
which was only m operation for the last six weeks of the y( ar. and at 
the close of the year had not become fufficient'y well known to affect 
materially the number of applications for ledempt-on actually made 
du ing the year. Th'^ numerous mquir es received as to the provisions 
of the Act foreshadowed however, a considerable increase ol redemption 
business in the n w year. 

With a vu w to the release of the maximum possible number of the staff 
of the Tith'*, Copyhold, Commons and Suivey Branch for military or naval 
service, certain classes of the work of the Branch inc’iuling compulsoiy 
redemptions as against landowntrs, were suspended during the War, 
but last year, after the signing of the Armistice, tliis woik was resumed. 

If land charged with tithe rentcharge becomes divided in ownership 
the owner of ihe tithe rentcharge may call upon the owner of any portion 
of th' land charged to pay the entire rentcharge, leaving h m to recover 
under Section 16 of the Tithe Act, 1842, a due contribution from each 
of the other landowners concerned, a task which in many instances 
involves much difficulty and expense. It is also open to he landowner^ 
thus called upon to pay, to make application to the Board for an altered 
apportionment, fixing a separate rentcharge upon his own propeity, 
provided that such alte ed apportionment would not involve the sub- 
division of the tithe ren chaige into less amounts than 55., the minimum 
sub -division by altered apportionment permitted by the Tithe Acts. 
It will readily be appreciated that where land is minutely divided, the 
collection of the tith? rentcharge may not only mvolve hard.ship for 
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certain of the landowners, but may also be a very troublesome and 
eaqpeosive matter for the titheowner. Xt is understood that in such cases 
the titheowner often finds it necessary to pay as much as 15 per cent*, 
or even 20 per cent, of the total amount collected as commission to his 
collector. By the method prescribed by the Tithe Act, 1918, for a?cer- 
ta'ning the consideration for redemption at the present time, certain 
deductions, inc’uding on^ in respect of th? cost of collection, are made 
from the par amount of the ti he rentcharge and the net result is 
multiplied^by 21. As the maximum amount of the deduction allowable 
for the cost of collection is only 2J per cent, it is obviously to the 
interest of the titheowner that he should use all possible means to bring 
about the redemption of any of his tithe rentcharges the collection of 
which involves much difficulty and expense. 

Where land is charged with a tithe rentcharge of any aniount and 
has bien divided since the last apportionment into numerous* plots for 
building or oth^r purposes so that no further apportionment can con- 
veniently be made, application for the redemption of the entire rent- 
cha ge may be mad i under Section 32 of the Ti‘he Act, i860, by the 
owner of any of the plot? o' under Section 5 of the Tithe Act, 1878, 
by the owne* of the ti he ren'cha ge. 

Where land is charged with a tithe ren' charge not exceeding 205., 
the own^r of the tith' rentcharge may apply for its r demption under 
Section 3 ol the Tithe Act. 1878. In cases, however, where the lands 
of one landowa?r in the same parish a^-e charged with rentcharges, which 
severally do not exce d 205. but which in the aggregate do exceed that 
sum, the Board will not, as a rule, b ' prepared to o *der th * redemption 
of such rentcharges without the landowner's concu rence. 

The number of cases of Altered Apportionments of tithe rentcharge 
completed dunng the year 19x8 was 119 as compared with 282 in 1915, 
212 in 1916, and 135 in 1917. The cases completed in 1918 included 
18 which were carried ou ' by the Board by their own officers and in which 
the costs were collected by a rate levied on the landowners concerned. 

In these last-mentioned cases tithe rentcharges amounting to 1,100 
and charged on 10,742 acres of land were reapportioned among 144 
landowners. It may be of interest to note that the total of the expenses 
assessed among these landowners was £262, the average cost being 
£16^73, 4d. per case, £i 16s;. ^d. per landowner and ^id. per acre. 

Copyhold Act, 1894. 

The to^^al number of manors affe cted by the enfranchisement of lands 
under the Copyhold Acts, with the sanction of the Board or their predeces- 
sors, ^ha? reached 2,639, the numb3!* of transactions involved being 
*3»455- The gross sum paid for enfranchisement has been £2,788,68^, in 
addition to the creation of rentcharges amounting to 2 1,490, and ihe 
assignment of 1,388 acres of land to the lords for compensation. 

Inclosure and Commons Acts, 1845 to 1899. 

Among the transactions completed under these Acts was the Regula- 
tion of Winton and Kaber Commons, n the Parishes of Winton and 
Kaber in the County of Westmorland, under the Commons Act, 1876, 
by means of an award made by the valuer which was confirmed on the 
16th October, 1915. 

In the matter of the proposed Regulation of Coity Wallia Commons 
in the County of Glamorgan, protracted negotiations continued through- 
out the years 1915, 1916, and 1917. Several draft Provisional Orders 
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were prepared by the Boards but met successively with considerable 
opposition from the various persons interested, including the four 
Parish Councils concerned and the Lord of the Manor. A further 
modified Provisional Order, which it was hoped would meet these 
objections, was sealed on the 15th January, 1918, and deposited in 
the locality in the following month, but at the close of the year the 
promoters of the Regulation had not succeeded in obtaining from the 
“ persons interested ** all the consents necessary to enable the Board 
to proceed furthe '. 

After considerable delay the valuer appointed to carry out the 
Inclosure of the common fields in the Parish of Elmstone Hardwicke 
(Gloucestershire) was able to submit his draft report and plan for the 
approval of the Board in 1917. Various objections were rmsed to the 
draft report, but these were all ultimately disposed of after an informal 
local meeting held by an Officer of the Board. The valuer then made 
liis Award, which was confirmed by the Board on the 29th September, 
1918, thus completing the proceedings. 


In addition to the provision already made in France for State assist- 
ance to farmers resuming cultivation of their land in regions freed from 
enemy occupation, and also to persons undcr- 
Aisistance to taking the cultivation of abandoned farms in 
French those areas, aid has now been provided for 

Agriculturists. those agriculturists who, in consequence of 

their own farms being damaged to an extent 
which renders them incapable of cultivation within a reasonable 
period, desire to acquire farms which do not come within the second 
category mentioned above, inasmuch as they cannot be regarded 
as having been abandoned. A circular letter has, therefore, been 
sent b}^ the Minister for the Liberated Regions to the prefects of 
departments affected by military operations, authorising the payment of 
grants to such persons provided that the land which they propose to 
acquire lies within a radius of 50 kilometres (about 31 miles) of a 
damaged commune and is within the liberated zone. 


OFFICIAL NOTICES AND CIRCULARS. 

N,B. — The Orders which may he mentioned in this section of the 
Journal may usually he obtained at the price of id, each from 
U,M, Stationery OfUce, Imperial House, Ktngsway, London, 
W.C. 2, and 28, Ahingdon Street, London, 5 . IF. i ; 37, Peter 
Street, Manchester ; and i, St. Andrew’s Crescent, Cardiff. 

The Board of Agriculture and Fisheries liavc made Ihe necessary 
arrangements for giving effect to the Government guarantee in respect 
of the wheat, barley, oats and lye crops of 

Claims in respect of 1919. 

the Guaranteed The scheme for giv ng effect to the gua^an- 

Frices of Com. tee is based on the principles of Part I. of 
the Com Production Act, 1917, which provides 
that claims will be pa3rable on the basis of the acreage of corn grown, 
if the average prices of the crops during the seven months September, 
1919, to March, 1920, are less than the guaranteed prices. 
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The aventge prices ol the various crops are not ascertainable imttl 
after ^ end oi March, 1920, and until then it cannot be known whether 
any payments will become payable under the guarantee or, if they do, 
what the difference between the average prices and the guaranteed prices 
will be. 

It is consequently necessary that claims should be mad '^ in advance, 
so that the corn acreage in respect ol which they are made may be pro- 
perly checked. For this purpose the Board have appoint d Com Claims 
Inspectors throughout England and W ales to verify during the present 
summer the acreages on which com is produced. An Inspector will 
in due course call upon every fanner growing com, and will check the 
acreages entered by him in his annual return. The Inspector will at 
the same time give each farmer a form of claim, to be filled up by the 
farmer. If the Inspector is satisfied that the acreage claimed for is 
correct, and that the land has not been negligently cultiva^ he will 
countersign the claim and send it to the Board, where it will be filed 
until April, 1920. 

If the Inspector is of opinion tliat there has been negligent cultivation 
of the land he will refer the claims to the County Agricultural Committee, 
who will appoint an Aii3SSor to visit the farm and report as to the amount 
which should be allowed. 

The Inspector will give every fanner due notice of the date when 
lie intends to visit the holding, and every facility must be given for 
iiispiection. 

After his claim has been certified no further actum on the part of the 
farmer will be necessary. Should the ave age price of any sort of corn 
be less than the price guaranteed, payment of the amount due will be 
made by the Boa d during April and May, 1920. 

Tuk Parliamentary Secretary to the Board stated in the House of 
Common -i on the 4th August that the acreage of land of which the 
!^ard have taken possession, and arc still 

Land taken imder in possession imder Regulation 2 m of the 
Sefence of the Realm Defence of the Realm Regulations, is 52,180 
Regnlationa. acres, and of this an area of 31,198 acres is 
being farmed by agricultural executive com- 
mittees on the Board’s behalf, the remainder being let to farming tenants. 
Accounts of receipts and expenditure are rendered to the Board at stated 
intervals. They cannot yet be published in detail, but a statement 
Will shortly be presented to the House of Commons giving the total 
expenditure and receipts in relation to the farming of these lands. The 
policy of the Department, speaking broadly, is to withdraw from posses- 
sion of lands that the executive committees are themselves cultivating, 
as soon as they are satisfied that other adequate arrangements can be 
made fear their cultivation. Where the land is suitable for land settle- 
ment purposes, the Board hope that the county councils will consider 
the desirability of acquiring it. WThere it is considered expedient to 
continue in possession after the War has terminated, negotiations will 
be opened with the owner for a tenancy of the land for the maxiinum 
period permitted by the Defence of the Realm (Acquisitioit of Land) 
Act, 1916 — ^that is to say for two years after the termination of the 
War, or, with the consent of the Railway and Canal CommisaiottefSs 
for a further period of three years. 
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Th® foMowing Grcwlar Letter (Ref. No. C.L. tys/C. i> was addressed 
iit> Agfici^ufal Executive Committees by the Boards on 30th June : — 

IiA d taka n der Board have had under con- 

^ P , sideration the question of the action that should 

JWince 01 lae *eaim betaken by Agricultural ExecntiveCommittees 
Ke^iations . regard to land of which they have taken 

Gircnlar Letter. passession on behalf of the Boanl under Regu- 
latk>ii 2M of the Defence of the Realm Regulations. 

{2) The right of the Board to retain possession of the land under the 
Regulation will cease at the tenniTration of the War, and their continuance 
in possession wrH thenceforward be under the Defence of the Realm 
{Acquisition of Land) Act, I9i(>, but the Board will be able under that 
Aot to exercise in relation to the land all the powers preriously exercis- 
able mder the Regulation in relation thereto, subject to such conditions 
as are mentioned in that Act. The terms and conditions of their posses- 
sion, including rent, will, failing agreement, be in pract ce detenwned 
by a single arbitrator agreed by the parties (see Section 8 of the Act). 
The retention of possession is limited m certain cases by Sub-sections 
(2) amd (3) of Section 13. The legal position appears to betliat the Board's 
possession under the Regulation, which does not create a tenantry, 
terminates with the War. and that the terms of the subsequent posses- 
sion must be agreed or determined by arbitration. Such terms do not 
necessarily involve the creation of a tenaiacy, but it would in most cases 
be desirable that the Board should obtain a tenancy of the land. 

(3) In determination of the rent the considerations of paragraph 6 
of the Schedule to the Act oi iqio are expressly stated to be applicable, 
and in some cases paragraph 7 may bear on the question. Those 
paragraphs are as follows : — 

6. In determining the amount ot compensation, the value 
of the land acquired shall be taken to be the value which the 
land would have had at the date of the notice to treat if it had 
remained in the condition m which it was at the commencement 
of the present Wui , without regard to any enhancement or 
depreciation in the value which may be attributable directly or 
indirectly to any buildings, works, or improvements, erected, 
constructed, or made on. over or under the land, or any adjoining 
or neighbouring land for purposes connected with the present 
War wholly or partly at the expense of the State, or, with the 
consent of tlie occupying department, at the expense of any 
person not being a person interested in the land ; 

Provided that : — 


(a) Where any such building, work or improvement was 
erected, constructed, or made in pursuance of an agreement with 
any person interested in the land, the consideration given by 
such persem shall be taken into account in assessing the compensa- 
tion payable in respect of such interest ; 

(b) \\Tiere by virtue of an agreement with any Government 
Department any person interested in the land is entitled as 
between lumself and that Department to tlie benefit of any such 
building, work, or improvement, the value attributable to such 
bmlding, work, or improvement stiall be taken into account in 
assessing the cooipensation payable in respect of such interest ; 

(c) Where, since the commencement of the present War, any 
person interested in the land has himself erected, constructed, 
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or made any building, work» or improvement, or has oontxibnted 
to the expense thereof, or has committed any act depreciating 
the value of the land, the value attributable to his expenditure 
or the depreciation in vSlue attributable to such act shall be 
taken into account in assessing the compensation payable in 
respect of such interest. 

7, In determining the amount of compensation the arbitra- 
tion tribunal shall also take into account the amount (if any) 
of any compensation paid or other payment received in respect 
of the previous occupation of the land so far as such compensa- 
tion or payment was payable in respect of matters other than 
the mesne profits of the land." 

(4) There will not in these cases be any “ notice to treat/* but it will 
be desirable, though not essential, that the owner and any tenant holding 
under him, whose tenancy has not determined, should receive notice 
that the Board, or the Committee acting on their behalf, intend to 
continue in possession of the -land after the termination of the War. 

(5) The Committee will, as soon as possible, take each case into 
consideration with a view to a decision as to the period for which 
possession of the land should be retained. The land of which possession 
has been taken falls into two principal classes, viz. : 

(а) Land which the Committee are fanning themselves ; and 

(6) Land which the Committee have let to farming tenants or for 

allotments. 

(б) With regard to each of these cases the governing consideration 
will be the interests of food production. In the first class of these 
cases the Committee should be prepared to withdraw from possession 
at any suitable time when they are satisfied that satisfactory arrange- 
ments Will be made for the cultivation of the land inTuture. The 
Board suggest that the Committee should consider in the case of each 
area of land which they are farming themselves, whether the land is 
likely to be suitable for land settlement purposes. If so, the Committee 
should bring it to the notice of the Small Holdings Committee of the 
County Council in order that they may consider whether it should be 
acquired by them under the Small Holdings and Allotments Act, 1908. 
With regard to land which is unsuitable for settlement purx>oses the 
Committee should inform the Board whether they consider it desirable 
to remain in possession or not. If the Committee recommend that they 
should withdraw from possession, they should, after obtaining the Board's 
approval, notify the owner and any tenant of the land of their intention 
and state the date on which they propose to withdraw. It will be con- 
venient as a general rule that withdrawal should take place at the usual 
date in the district for the termination of tenancies and that three months’ 
previous notice of withdrawal should be given to the owner and tenant. 

(7) With regard to land wh ch has been let to farming tenants or 
for allotments the Committee should endeavour to arrange that the 
owner of the land should take over the tenancies, and if he agrees to do 
so the Committee should withdraw from possession, 

(8) In any case in which possession is retained the Committee should 
inform the owner and any tenant of the land that the Board intend to 
retain possession under the Defence of the Realm (Acquisition of Land) 
Act, 1916, and should offer to negotiate the terms and conditions of such 
continued possession on the lines indicated in paragraphs 3 and 9 of the 
Circular. 
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(9) The negotiation as to the rent and conditions must naturally 
aim at arriving at the probable rent and conditions that an arbitrator 
would award, and the rent offered should, as a general rule, be the post- 
war annual value of the land in the condition in which it was at the time 
of entry by the Board. As regards tenure, it would be well to provide 
for a continuance of possession until the usual half-yearly date next 
before the expiration of two years from the termination of the War. 
and if the Board obtain the Railway and Canal Commissioners' consent 
to their further continuance of possession, then before the expiration 
of the period allowed by the Commissioners ; but possession should be 
determinable by the Board by six months' notice expiring on the date 
usually adopted in the district for expiration of tenancies. 

Any arrangement arrived at must be expressly subject to the approval 
of the Board. 

(10) It will be observed that the provisions of the Act are based on 
the assumption that the improvements effected by the Government 
Department are not paid for by the persons interested in the land, and 
they are not altogether appropriate to cases under Regulation 2M, 
where the cost of works of cultivation and adaptation are recoverable 
under Sub-section (4) of the Regulation. The general cffcv t seems to be 
that the Board will be liable to pay an unimproved rent and be entitled 
to recover the value of their improvements when their tenancy ends, 
but this should be made clear in the adjustment of the conditions of 
their extended possession. 

(11) Where possible the Committee should at the same time arrive 
at a provisional settlement of all outstanding claims for compensation for 
the possession of the land by the Board up to the termination of the War. 

(12) Where a Committee are in possession of any common land or 
open space, or of an allotment set out for any public purpose under an 
Inclosure Act or award, the Committee should refer the case in the first 
instance to the Board, as there are special provisions in the Act of 1916, 
and also exceptional considerations, applicable to the retention of 
possession of such lands. 

(i 3) The powers of the Act of 1916 arc conferred on the Board as the 
“ occupying department," but while the Board remain in possession under 
the Act they will be able, as stated above, to exercise the power now., 
conferred on them by j aragraph (6) of Regulation 2M and to authorise 
a Committee to exercise on their behalf their powers in relation to the 
land. Tins power of delegation the Board will exercise so as to enable 
one Committee to deal with these matters and the administration of 
the Corn Production Act, 1917, and in the meantime your Committee 
are requested to proceed in the manner indicated in this Circular. 

I am. etc., 

(Signed) F, L. C. Floud, 

Assistant Secretary, 

The following Circular Letter (No. C.L. 181/C.6) was addressed to 
the London County Council and the Councils of Boroughs and Urban 
Districts in England and Wales by the Board 
War Allotmenti. on nth July : — 

Sir, — (i) I am directed by the President 
of the Board of Agriculture and Fisheries to refer to the Board's Circular 
letter, 158/66, of the 23rd May last,^ and to say that cases have been 

• Printed in this Journal, June, 1919, p. 333. 
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to the notice >of tiie Board v^^herc Loc&l AutiiOfCtics hsive niven 
ttliotaie&t holders uBneoeasarily short ni^tace to iquit, where iattd IM 
had to ibe reliaqtiished ior buikhing <ir industrial 7>ijapotes. The Board 
realise that in certaiin oiTCumstances land is reqnaeed to be utilised inune- 
4liately for these purposes, and that any delay m the Local Aulhoiity 
withdrawing from such land might conceivably expose the Board to the 
liability tor lieavy compensation. They are of opimon, ho^w^er, that 
such cases are relatively tew in number, espeaally in view of thedifhcnl- 
ties which at present exist in arranging for the erection of tmildmgs. The 
Board hope, therefore, that in every case when it is decided timt tend 
used lor allotments must be gi\’en up, the Local Authority wineiideawimr 
to arrange with the owner that the allotment holdei's should isemawi in 
possession until the jiresent grm\mg crops are cleared. Great dis- 
satisfaction IS caused when allotment holders are displaced atid no use 
Ji6 made of the land for several wec*ks or ex'en months, even though the 
allotment holders may be adequately compensated for the direct loss 
they have suffered. 

(2) The President desires locall the special attention of Local Authori- 
ties to tlie necessity otf making eveiy^ endeavour to provide dispossessed 
allotment holders with alternative plots. The duty of providing 
aiiotmenls has been placed upon Local Authontaes by Parliament {vidr 
Small Holdings and Allotments Act, 1908), and the fact that war plots 
have btjen cultivated in any district during tlie last two years, and that 
the cultivators have been dispossessed, is in itself evidence that the 
number of allotments provided under the Small Holdings and Allot- 
ments Act is iiiafleqnate. In every such case, thereiore, it is the duty 
of the Loc>al Authority to acquire land whenever it can be obtained on 
reasonable terms, so as to satisfy the demand of dispossessed allotment 
holders and other applicants who are desirous and ca4><%ble of under- 
taking its cultivation. The powers of Local Authorities to acquire 
such land compulsorily will be very materially increased wh(;n the Land 
Settlement (h^acilities) Bill, now before Pcirliament, has become law ; 
but the Board desire to impress upon all allotment authorities that even 
under the existing law they have vnde po-wers for tlie provision of allot- 
ments for all holders of war plots who may be dispossessed. 

(3) 1 am also to draw the attention of your Authority to the question 
of the rent wliich should be offered to owners for the use as allotments 
n.fter the termination of the War of land entered upon under Regulation 
2L, of which possession is retained by the Board under the Defence of 
the Realm (Acquisition of Land) Act, 1916. Section i (3) of the Act 
ra eJttect provides that in determining a rent the basis of the assessment 
should be the value that the land would have had at tlie termination of 
the War if it had remained in the same ccwidition as it was at the date of 
the entry under Regulation 2L. In the case of vacant building sites a 
nominal rent might be offered in the first instance, and in no such case 
should the sum offered exceed the rental value which the land would have 
oommanded for allotment or other agricultural purposes, if the land had 
remained in its original condition. 

(4) The Board would be glad if your Authority would arrange to 
proceed as rapidly as possible with the necessary negotiations for the 
^ooiutiaued use as allotments of land entered upon under 2L with a view 
4 io the submission to the Board at an early date of the proposed te r m s 
and conditions of the Board's continuance of possession (see para. 11 
of -CirctilaT Letter of 2Tsrt Februaiy’^ last, CX. 122/02.)* 

♦ Printed in this Journal, March, 1919, p. 1520, 
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(5) The Boastl are advised that it ivas necessary to make a new Order 
empowermg Local Anthodties to act as the agents of the Board for the 
purpose of carrying on their existing allotment duties in respect of land 
of which the Board continue in possession under the Defence of the 
Realm (Acquisition of Land) Act, 1916. They have accordingly made 
the Cultivation of Lands (Allotments) Order, 1919, of wliich a copy is 
enclosed* for the information of your Authority. 

I am, etc.. 

(Signed) A. 1 ). Mall. 


Lnclosure. 

Whereas the Board of Agriculture and Fisheries under the powers 
conferred by Regulation 2L. of the Defence of the Realm Regulations, 
acting on their own behalf or through a local authority, have taken 
possession of divers lands and are m possession of the same ; 

And whereas under Section 1 of the Defence of the Realm {Acquisi- 
tion of Land) Act, 1916, the Board is, after the termination of the 
present War, entitled to continue in possession for such period as therein 
mentioned of the lands hereinbefore referred to, and whilst any land so 
continues in possession of the Boai:d the Board may exercise in relation 
thereto all such powers as were during the continuance of the War 
exercisable in relation thereto under Regulation 2L., subject as in the 
said Act provided ; 

And whereas by divers Orders made under the power in that behalf 
contained in Regulation 2L. the Board have authorised certain local 
authorities to exercise on behalf of the Board the pOM^ers conferred by 
that Regulation as respects the lauds referred to in such Orders, subject 
nevertheless to the provisions of such orders ; 

Now the Board of Agriculture and Fisheries do hereby order and 
declare as follows : — 

1. From and after the termination of the present War any local 
authority authorised by any such Order as aforesaid to exercise on behalf 
of the Board the powers conferred by Regulation 2L. in respect of any 
land IS hereby authorised with a view to maintaining the food supply 
of tile country to exercise on behalf of the Board in respect of such land 
in any case where the Board continue in possession thereof after the 
termination of the present ^^'a^ all such powers as are set out in the 
Schedule to this Order, subject to the restrictions and conditions con- 
tained in that Schedule. 

2 . This Order may be cited as the C ultivatioii of Lands (Allotments) 
Order, 1919. 

Schedule. 

(1) A local authority may, subject as liereinafter provided, cultivate 
the land or use the land (including an}?' buildings or erections thereon) 
for the keeping or breeding of livestock, poultry or bees, or arrange for 
its cultivation or use as aforesaid by Rny peison either under a contract 
of tenancy ch: otherwise. 

(2) A local authority may, subject as hereinafter provided, do or 
authorise to be done on the land ah things which they consider necessary 
or desirable for the purpose of the cultivation of the land or it use as 
aforesaid or for adapting the land for cultivation or such use as aforebaid, 


• See below. 
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mcludiiig the erection ol fences or buildings, and may also subject to the 
provisions of the Defence of the Realm (Acquisition of I^nd) Act, 
1916, nmove any such fence, building or other work erected or con* 
structed under the powers conferred by Regulation 2L, or under this 
provision. 

(3) A local authority shall not use or arrange for the use of any land 
for the keeping or breeding of livestock without the sanction of the 
Board. 

(4) A local authority may arrange with any society having for .ts 
object the cultivation of vacant land for the cultivation or use of the 
land, and may delegate to such society such of the powers of the local 
authority under this Order as may be necessary for the purposes of the 
arrangement. 

(5) A local authority shall, as far as practicable, arrange that the 
payments made by the occupiers for the use of the land shall cover 
the cost incurred by the local authority on behalf of the Board in pro- 
viding the land or adapting it for cultivation or use, 

(6) An arrangement with a person or society for the cultivation or 
use of the land shall be subject to determination by the local authority 
or the Board at any time by notice to the person or society, and shall 
not provide for payment of compensation to that person or society 
in excess of the value at the time of quitting of the crops growing on the 
land and the labour expended upon and manure applied to the land 
in anticipation of a future crop. 

{7) The land shall not be authorised by the local authority to be used 
for the production of vegetable crops which continue productive for 
more than one year, 

(8) A separate account shall be kept by the local authority of all 
its receipts and expenditure under this Order, which shall at any time 
be open to inspection by an officer of the Board. 


The Ministry of Food have made arrange- 
Prices of ments with the manufacturers for home- 

produced cakes and meals to be available to 
Cakes and meals. farmers at the following prices ex mill : — 


Cakee and Maala. — 

Linseed Cake containing from 8 to 10 per 
cent, oil 

Cotton Seed Cake (black) 

„ (white) 

Palm Kernel ,, (in bulk) 

Extracted Palm Kernel Meal (in bags, gross 
weight) 

Ground Nut Cake, decorticated 

„ „ semi-decorticated 

,, „ undecorticatcd 

Soya Cake 

Extracted Soya Meal (in bags, gross weight) 
Coconut Cake (in bulk) . • • • • • 


Price per Ton ex 
Mill to Farme'^. 

£20, 

£19 lOS. 

£^7> 

£^7- 

£22. 

^25. 

;£25* 

^ 21 . 
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Price per Ton ex 

OakM aim MMito. — cont. Mdl to Farmer. 

Rape Cake .. .. .. .. .. ;fi8. 

Extracted Rape Meal (in bags, gross weight) ;£i8. 

Sesame Cake . . . . . . . . . . £2^ los. od. 

Note. — The above prices are net cash per ton ex mill, Hull, London, 
Bristol, and Liverpool. All distributing commissions to intermediaries 
are to be included in the price. Outl5ring and distant mills may charge 
extra prices, the difference not to exceed los. per ton. The maximum 
price for nutting and kibbling is to be 10 s. per ton, for grinding £i 
per ton. 

Compound Cakot and Mealo. — ^The maximum prices for compound 
cakes and meals will be as follows : — 

Compound Cakoo. — Price per Ton, 

Cake and meals containing not less than 8 
per cent, oil and not less than 20 pe cent, 
albuminoids . . . . . . . . £2^, 

Cakes and meals containing less than 8 per 
cent, oil and less than 20 per cent, of 
albuminoids, to be sold at a reduction of 
7s. 6i. per unit of both oil and albuminoids. 

Pigr Moal. — 

Pig meal containing not less than 5 per cent. 

oil and 15 per cent, albuminoids .. Izo 
Pig Mea! containing less than 5 per cent, oil 
and 1 5 per cent, albuminoids to be sold at 
a reduction of 75. 6d. per unit of both oil 
and albuminoids . . . . . . . , £20, 

Note , — ^Xhe prices for (ompoiuKl cakes and meals and pig meal are 
net cash per ton gross weight, bags included ex mill, Hull, London, 
and Liverpool. All distributing commissions to intermediaries are to 
be included in the price. Outlying and distant mills, including Bristol, 
may charge extra prices, not to exceed 105. 

Tt will be remembered that an arrangement was made, with makers, 
at the beginning of June, whereby 5,000 tons of Sulphate of Ammonia 
at £ij per ton were to be reserved to meet 
Sulphate of Ammonia, immechate demands for this fertiliser for direct 
application.* This quantity has now been 
sold and the makers are now offering to supply any aditional quantities 
at £1^ los. per ton. 


It is now becoming recognised that the policy of offering rewards 
for the destruction ol rats is unsatisfactory and that the expenses 
incurred by the Local Authority should be 
Boitmction of Bats, more equitably borne by the persons on whose 
premises the rats are destroyed. The first 
Local Authority to adopt this principle in drawing up a scheme is the 
Herefordshire Agricultural Executive Committee. This Committee 
has engaged a professional rat catcher at a salary of £$ per week and 
actual out-of-pocket travelling expenses, and proposes to deal with the 
county by a district at a time. Where an occupier will not pay his share 
of the expenses the Committee proposes to serve him with a notice and to 




See this Journal tor June, 1919 . p- 335. 
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charge him with the whole of the expenses as allowed under the Destruc- 
tion of Rats Order. Up to the present the receipts of the rat catcher 
have equalled the expenditure, and no actual cost has, therefore, fallen 
upon the county. It is intended to deal with the whole of the county 
on this basis, taking various districts and working them right out. The 
Board are following the scheme with interest, and they hope that the 
results will serve to encourage other Local Authorities to adopt the same 
course. 


The Food Controller has issued a Notice (No. 848) imder the British 
Cheese Order, 1917,* fixing the maximum 
Maximum Prices first-hand prices of certain varieties of cheese, 
of Cheese. The prices per lb., in so far as they apply to 

England and Wales; are as follows ! — 



For Delivery on or before 31st OcV>bei, 1919. 




Manufactured between 


Variety of 

Manu- 











Cheeses. 

faotured 

to 

5 O'-A 





before 

^ VM P 

m Os > 

0 w 0 
ro O' > 

^ 

CO O' > 


0 d 0 
^ O' > 


rs< May, 
1919. 

T3 '-•‘S 

0 

c« bo 

rt d 0 

TJ 

a b* 0 

TJ .*3 

d P 

cS 

■K w.S 




s 


tfl A-d. 





1 


! 

M 

1 


s. d. 

s. d. 

5. d. 

s. d. 

' s. d. 

s. d. 

Ripened Stilton 
and Wensleydale 


I 8 





(blue) . . 

Dorset hand- 

I 10 

I 7 

2 2 

2 0 

2 2 


skimmed (blue) 
Dorset separated 

I 4j 

I 2} 

I xj 

I Si 

I 6i 

I 8} 

(blue) . . 

Dorset scparateil 

I 0^ 

0 loj 

0 9i 

I 4t 

I 2i 

I 4J 

(white) . . 

All other whole - 

0 II 

0 9 

0 8 

I 3 

I 1 

X 3 

milk cheese (ex- 
cept Caerphilly 
cheese and any 
whole -milk 
cheese not ex- 




I ; 



ceeding 2 Ib. 
(weight uncut) 

All other partially 
skimmed cheese 

I 8 

I 6 

1 X 5 

1 

! 2 0 1 

1 

1 

I lO 

2 0 

(O., cheese con- 
taining at least 
25 per cent, of 
fat in the dry 







matter). 

All other wholly 

1 2i 

I oj 

0 iij 

I 6i 

X 4i 

I 6J 

skimmed cheese 







(t.^., cheese con- 
taining less than 
25 per cent, of 
fat in the dry 
matter) 

0 n 

0 9 

0 8 

X 3 

I I 

X 3 


♦ See this Journal, November, 1917, p. 910, and January, 1918, p. 1140. 
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Variety of Cheeses, 

Any whole<milk cheese not ex- 
ceeding 2 lb. weight uncut, 
other thfin Caerphilly . . 


Delivered 
gth August and 
%th September, 
1919 (inclusive), 
s, d* 

2 o 


between 
gth September 
and 8 th October^ 
1919 (indusive), 
s* d. 

2 2 


In all cases prices are ev factory or ex farm. All these prices are 
subject to the following terms ; — 


For cash within 7 days , . 2d. in the £ discount. 
For cash within i month . . in the £ discount. 


The Board have issued the “ Conveyance of live F'oultry Order of 
1919/* to operate on i6th September. The chief aims of tliis Order 
are to protect live poultry in transit from 

Conveyance of Live needless cruelty, and to improve the hygienic 
Poultry. conditions under wliich live poultry are con- 

veyed. In future. pc>ultry in transit must be 
protected so far as is practicable from exposure to bad weather or 
sea water or excessive heat ; they must be forwarded in suitable baskets 
or boxes or other packages, and these packages must not be over- 
crowded or stored in places insufficiently ventilated. The sliipping 
company and the master of the vessel, or ihc railway company conveying 
the poultry are held responsible for the carrying out of the conditions 
laid down in the Order. 

Provisions are also made in the Order to safe guard live poultry during 
conveyance by road or exposure for sale. For example, birds must’ not 
be unnecessarily tied by the legs or be allowed to remain so tied for a 
longer period than is necessary, nor must they be unnecessarily earned 
head downwards. Whether the poultry are being sent by water, by 
rail or road, they must be foi warded in a receptacle of sufficient size and 
so made that the heads, legs, or wings of the birds will not be injured 
through protrusion from the top or bottom or sides. 

Mixed consignments of live poultry may not be sent huddled together 
indiscriminately in the future as they have been in the past. For 
example, turkeys, geese, and ducks, if forwarded in the same recepiacle 
with other live poultry, must be separated from them by an effective 
partition. Reasonable care, mort'over, is insisted upon in the lifting, 
carrying, and depositing of consignments of live poultry. They must 
not be confined longer than is necessary during conveyance ; in excep- 
tional circumstances of delay they must be fed and watered during 
transit. 

An important provision of the Order from the point of viei\ of the 
general public, and especially of the buyer of live poultry, deals with 
the question of the regular cleansing of the receptacles in which the 
poultry are forwarded. “ A receptacle which has been used for the 
conveyance of poultry by land or water to any place in Great Britain 
shall ^ thoroughly cleansed by the owner or person in charge thereof 
before being again so used, and if sent by railway or vessel before 
being so sent." 

In isolated cases a certain inconvenience may be caused to members 
of the trade by one or other of the provisions of the Order, but there is 
no doubt that generally the trade, in common with the larger public, 

2 Q 2 
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will benefit in proportion to the thoroughness with which the Order is 
carried out* The Board of Agriculture appeal with confidence to the 
general public, the poultry trade, and the poultry Press, to assist in 
every possible way in carrying out the Order. 


An Order, dated 8th July, 1919, has been issued by the Agricultural 
Wages Board, varying the minimum rates of wages for female workers. 

The main provisions are set out below : — 

Rates of Wages for i. The minimum and overtime rates of 

Female Workers. wages for female workers of 18 years of age 
and over throughout England and Wales 
shall be as from 14th July, 19x9, as follows 

Overtime Rates 
Minimum per Hpur. 

Area, Rate per / ^ ^ 

Hour. On On 

Week-days, Sundays, 

In Cumberland, Westmorland, York- 
shire and the Furness District of 

Lancashire yd, gi. 10 Ji, 

In all other parts of England and 
Wales . . . . . . . . 6d, y\d, gd, 

2. Provided that during the first three months of a worker’s employ- 
ment in agriculture the minimum and overtime hourly rates set out in 
Clause I above shall be subject in each case to a deduction of \d, an 
hour. 

3. For the purposes o£ the above rates the following employment 
is defined as overtime emplo3nnent, that is to say ; — 

(1) In all parts of England and Wales. 

{a) All employment on a Sunday. 

(b) All employment on a week-day before the hour of 7 a.m. . 
or after the hour of 5 p.m. 

{c) All emplo)rment in excess of hours on a Saturday or 
on such other day (not being Sunday) in every we?k as may be 
agreed between the employer and the worker. 

(2) In the areas hereinafter mentioned (being the areas of 
the District Wages Committees established by minutes of the 
Agricultural Wages Board), all employment on a week-day in 
excess oi the number of hours hereinafter specified, that is to say : 

(а) In the Cambridgesliire, Huntingdonshire, and Bedford- 
shire ; Cumberland and Westmorland ; Derbyshire ; Devon- 
shire ; Dorset ; Hertfordshire and Middlesex ; Kent ; North- 
amptonshire ; Nottinghamshire and Wiltshire areas — ^in 
excess of 8| hours in summer and of 8 hours in winter. 

(б) In the Cheshire, Lancashire, Shropshire, Glamorgan and 
Monmouth, and Merioneth and Montgomery areas — ^in excess 
of 8 1 hours all the year round. 

(c) In all other areas — ^in excess of 8 hou rs all the year round. 

Notes, — It will be observed that the weekly rates previously in force 

for regular workers in Northumberland are now cancelled, and that all 
female workers are in future to be paid the hourly rates set out above. 
For the full legally binding provisions of this Order reference should be 
made to the Order itself, copies of which may be obtained from the 
Agricultural Wages Board, 80, Pall Mall, S.W, i. 
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The Wages Board are now proposing finally "o abolish the method 
of payment of the various classes of stockmen in certain areas on 
the basis of an undefined number of hours 
Wages of Stockmen, customary in the area. The system has been 
found to be open to many objections. Custom 
is too variable and uncertain a factor to be capable of precise definition, 
and as stockmen's hours vary in different districts, and even from farm 
to farm, employers and workers have been uncertain how the arrange- 
ments to wliich they were acci stomed stood in relation to the general 
practice in the country. 

If the new proposals are eventually confirmed as Orders, strckmen 
in all areas, except Norfolk and Suffolk, will be paid on the basis of a 
fixed number of hours per week, with overtime payments if these hours 
are exceeded. In Cambridgeshire, Huntingdonshire and Bedfordshire, 
Cumberland and Westmorland, and the Furness District of Lancashire, 
Denbigh and Flint, Gloucestershire, Merioneth and Montgomeiy and 
Warwickshire, the fixed number of hours for stockmen are longer tlian 
those lor ordinary workers, but the proposed weekly minimum rates 
for stockmen in these cases are special inclusive rales calculated on 
the basis of the ordinary minimum rates, plus an extra sum to cover 
overtime payment for the additional hours. In the ease of Norfolk 
and Suffolk a special arrangement has been made, which provides for 
the payment to workers of the special classes of the ordinal y rales, 
with a separate lump sum to cover tim'' spent in excess of the normal 
hours in connection with the feeding, cleaning, etc., of stock in lieu of 
payment at overtime rates. Overtime rates would, however, be payable 
for any time in excess of the normal hours spent on work other than 
work in connection with the care of animals. 


The Agricultural Wages Board have issued 
Wages: a Notice of Proposal to reduce, as from the first 

Hours in Summer. Monday in October, 1919, the weekly numbei 
of hours on which the minimum wage is based 
in the summer period from 54 to 50. 


The following Memorandum (No. C.L. 185/L. 1) was addressed to 
Agricultural Executive Committees by the Board on 18th July, 1919 • — 

I Applications for unskilled seasonal 
LaPoar for labour for harvest should be sent by employers 

Harvest Work. direct to Employment Exclianges. 

2. W^iere Committees think it necessary or desirable to establish 
depots or camps as hostels for accommodation they may make local 


arrangements as follows : — 

(а) The local Agricultural Executive Committee will provide, if 
possible, the accommodation required. For lodgings, the Committee 
will make a suitable charge as may be necessary. 

(б) Application may be made to the Military Authority at Command 
Headquarters for any equipment required. 

(c) Coal and rations will not be obtainable from military sources. 
Any requirements in this respect must be covered by local arrangements, 
either by Committees direct or by those responsible under Committees 
or the management of depots, camps or hostels. 
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{d) Committees will be respoosiUe for the receipt from and return 
to dike Military Authorities of any equipment issued to them on requisi* 
tson. In arranging charges for lodging, provision should be allowed in 
the amount charged suf&cient to cover possible losses, and breakage, of 
equipment, and damage or dilapidations to premises allocated by the 
Quartering Committee. 

(e) Facilities for the issue of cheap railway tickets have been arranged. 
Such tickets ma^ be obtained from tlie Local Employment Exchange at 
approximately i J of pre-war rates for the return journey, and particu- 
lars as to issue may be obtained from managers of Exchanges. 

(/) The scheme as a whole should be made self-supporting, and so 
that no charge shall fall on public funds. 

(g) The Orders of the Agricultural Wages Board will be applicable 
to all men engaged. 

(A) Transport from the depot or hostel to the farm will be a matter 
of local arrangement. 

(i) Committees will be responsible for the management and inspec- 
tion of any depots, camps or hostels established under the scheme. 

The Agricultural Costings Committee* will shortly be issuing a 
series of pamphlets dealing with farmers’ accounts and cost records. 

Farmers and others who are already in com- 

Farm Accounts. munication with the Committee will receive 
these, and any other agriculturists desirous of 
having copies sent from time to time should notify the Director of 
Agricultural Costs, Palace Chambers, Westminster, S.W. i. The pamph- 
lets will deal with the advantages to be obtained from ordinary account 
keeping as distinct from cost-keeping, and descriptions of suitable and 
simple systems of book-keeping will be given. The more involved 
field of cost-keeping and its difficulties will also be dealt with. The 
various methods of ascertaining costs will be outlined, the books and 
records necessary for the purpose will be dealt with, and the problems 
and questions of principle involved in Costing will be discussed. 

The Committee in the course of its inquiries is finding that a number 
of different types of cost records are being kept up and down the country. 
These differ considerably in their character from estimated records of 
the cost of. say, one crop of the farm, to complete systems of cost accounts 
covering the whole of the operations of the farm and showing the cost 
of each different branch. 

The Committee would be glad to receive offers from farmers to send 
from time to time certain of the results of the future working of their 
farms, in order that the information may be collected and recorded 
for statistical purposes. The name of the farm or farmers would not 
appear in such records, A very large number of farmers who keep 
accounts have already communicated with the Committee, and others 
willing to do so should write to the Director. 

The Board of Agriculture and Fisheries liave been offic ally informed 
that the importation of horses from the United 
Importation of Horses Kingdom into the United States of America, 
into the I7.S,A. except pure-bred horses for breeding and 
racing purposes, is prohibited. 


♦ Notes on the work of this Committee were published in this Journal, 
June, 1919, p. 344, and July, 1919, p. 463, 
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The Food Controller has issued an Order, entitled the Cereals 
(Restriction) Order, igi9» which incorporates, with certain amendments 
and additions, the provisions of three Orders 

Jftestrietioilt on the which are thereupon revoked, viz. : — ^The 
use of Wheat, Barley, Wheat, Rye and Rice (Restriction) Order, 
and Oats. 1917^ : the Damaged Grain, Seeds and Pnlse 

(IMces) Order, loty ;t and the Giain (Prices) 
Order, 1918.J The new Order maintains the prohibition on the use of 
wheat for any purposes except the manufacture of flour or for use as 
seed, and the prohibition on the use of wheaten flour, rice or rice flour, 
or any article containing the same, except as human food or for the pur- 
poses of human food. 

As regards wheat, exemption is only permitted in the case of 
tailings or screenings or damaged wheat which are unfit for use in the 
manufacture of flour for human food," and have been so certified by any 
two members of a panel to be appointed by the Food Controller. 

A maximum selling price for damaged wheat, both imported and 
home grown, and for tailings or screenings of wheat which are unfit for 
use in the manufacture of flour for human food is fixed at 72s. per qr, 
of 504 lb., additions being allowed to persons, other than the producer, 
similar to those permitted nnd(‘r the Grain (Prices) Order, 1918. l^ro- 
hibition on tin* sale of wheat, barhy, or oats otherwise than by weight 
is continued. 

The Food Controller made the following annonne ^'ment in the Tfouse 
of Commons on 14th July . — 

The Govcrnweiit have dcLided that ihe 
Food Control. Ministry of Food shall continue for the present 
with full powers. T am accordingly making 
arrangements to regulate, during the coming winter, supplier, prices and 
dtstrihuhon of essential foodstuffs, either hv Statutory Order or bv arrange- 
ment with the trades conceernd. 

The articles so controlled will comprise bread, meat, bacon, milk, cheese, 
butter, margarine, fish, eggs and certain subsidiary foods of which there 
may he an actual or prospective shortage. 

It will not, J hope, he necessary to restrict consumption by a revival of 
the coupon system ; hut it is already becoming difficult in some instances 
to adjust available supplies to a demand which has increased irrespciiive 
of price. 

Addressing representatives of the Press on the following day at 
Palace Chambers, the Food Controller defined the food situation as 
follows : — 

** So far as supplies are concerned, I look forward to the coming 
winter with a feeling, if not of assurance, at any rate of optimism. 
As regards prices, it is different. Although I am not as pessimistic as 
many people on this score, at the same time it will certainly require a 
great effort to prevent prices from rising beyond what they were last 
winter. 

“ As regards this question of prices, it is not the profiteer alone who 
is the cause of high prices to-day. If we only had to contend with the 

* See this Journal, May, 1917, p. 2jt>, anti January, 1919. p. 1237. 

t „ ,, December, 1917, p. 1026, and June, 1918. p. 346. 

X „ ,, 5 >eptember, 1918, p. 742, December, 1918, p. 1128, 

and March, 1919. p. 1511. 
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profiteer the situation would be much simpler than it is. You can 
control the profiteer. You cannot control the world situation which 
has arisen as a result of the War. As I see that situation, it is this : 
the energies of the entire world have been devoted during the past 
years to one central task, that of destruction — destruction of life, of 
material, of treasure. Go where you will you will find this tale of 
destruction pursuing you . You will see its results in France and Flanders 
in the vast graveyards. You will see it in shipping— in the enormous 
destruction of tonnage. You will see it in finance — in the inflated 
state of the currency, the unfavourable foreign exchanges, and our 
enormous indebtedness. In the face of this situation there is only 
one thing which can possibly affect high prices, and that is increased 
production. 

“ It is more vitally necessary now for everyone to turn his energies to 
production than it was even during the War. Then we were producing 
in order to destroy. Now we must produce in order to live. Our only 
salvation lies that way. Unless we increase our production of every 
commodity, from coal to milk, we shall be doomed to higher and higher 
prices, and finally to social disaster.” (The National Food Journal, 
13th August, 1919.) 

As some misapprehension appears to exist with regard to the pro- 
posal of the Agricultural Wages Board to reduce the number of hours 
on which the minimum rates for male w^orkers 
Beduction of Hours are based to 50 in summer and 48 in winter, it 
for Farm Labourers, may be well to point out that no such reduc- 
tion of hours is legally enforceable until a formal 
Order is made by the Wages Board. 

The Board, at their next meeting on the 4th September, will consider 
all objections which have been lodged to this Proposal and will then 
decide whether or not an Order to give efiect to the Proposal shall be 
made. In any case no such Order can come into operation earlier 
than the 6th October, 1919. 


A DISPUTE arose in July between the employers of agricultural labour 
in Essex and their workers as regards the rates of wages to be paid 


Harvest Wages : 
Award to Agricultural 
Labourers in Essex. 


during harvest. After some negotiation the 
two parties agreed to submit the dispute to an 
arbitrator to be appointed by the lYesident 
of the Board of Agriculture and Fisheries. 


Sir Fielding Clarke was nominated, and after hearing arguments put 


forward on either side he made an award dated 28th July, 1919, to the 


following effect : — 


The wages or remuneration which shall be paid or allowed to workers 
employed on the corn harvest of 1919 by an employer in the County of 
Essex who, on 14th July, 1919, had failed to agree with any aforesaid 
employee upon a rate or scale of wages or remuneration to be paid or 
allowed during the com harvest to such employee as afore aid shall be 
the ordinary pay of such workers, mth difierential rates for overtime 
employment as stated below. 

(i ) The differential rates of wages for overtime employment, whether 
on weekdays or Sunda5rs, of male and female workers as above men- 
tioned employed on the com harvest in the County of Essex during 
such overtime as they are so employed, shall be as follows, in lieu of 
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the overtime rates otherwise applicable to such workers under Orders 
of the Agricultural Wages Board in force for the time being : — 

Overtime Rates per Hour, 

Age of Workers. Male Rcmale 

Workers, Workers. 



s. d. 

.S', d . 

1 8 years of* age and over 

T 8 

I 0 

1 7 and under 1 8 years of age . . 

I 0 

0 9 

i6 17 „ ... 

0 10 

0 8 

15 .. 16 

0 8 

0 7 

14 M 15 

0 6 

0 0 

Under 14 years of age . . 

5 

<> 5 


2. For the purpose of this Award the expression “ Overtime Employ- 
ment is defined to be — 

(a) All employment on a Sunday. 

(fe) All employment in excess of hours on a Saturday. 

(c) All employment in excess of hours on any other day. 

3. Provided that, for the purpose of determining whether any par- 
ticular employment is overtime employment, regard shall be had to 
the total period of the worker’s emplo^^ment, whether such employment 
is on harvest work or otherwise. 


The existence of Foot -and -Mouth Disease was confirmed on the 2nd 
inst., at Kingsbury, Warwicksliire. An ( )rder was at once issued, 
prolubiting movement of animals over a wide 
Foot-and^Kouth area, surrounding the infected place. Three 
Diiease. further outbreaks have been confirmed, all 

in tlie immediate vicinity of the first case. 
All diseased animals, and all animals that are known to have been 
directly exposed to infection, have been slaughtered. No evidence as 
to the ongin of the outbreak has been obtained. 

Owing to the existence of h'oot and-Mouth Disease in this country 
the Canadian Government have cancelled all outstanding permits for 
the importation of cattle, sheep and other ruminants and swine into 
Canada from Great Britain 


An outbreak of Rabies in Colchester having been confirmed by the 
Board on the 14th August, Orders were issued prescribing the muzzling 
of dogs in a district in North Essex and Suffolk 
Rabies. having a radius of about 20 miles around 

Colchester and also requiring all dogs in any 
public place in the borough of Co'chester to be led as well as muzzled. 
The Order also imposes the usual restrictions prohibiting movement of 
dogs out of the Scheduled District except by licence of the Board and 
subject to quarantine. An outbreak of Rabies in Brecknock confirmed 
on 13th August necessitated an extension of the muzzling area in 
Monmouthshire and South Wales. 

The total number of outbreaks of Rabies confirmed is now 235, 
namely, loi in Devon, 27 in Cornwall, 70 in Glamorgan, 1 1 in Monmouth, 
2 in Gloucester, 7 in Middlesex, ii in Surrey, x in London, 2 in Kent,. 
I in Berkshire, i in Brecknock and i in Essex. 
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The Board of Agriculture and Visberies make the following 
announcement : — 

I. As part of the Government Schemes 

Grants in Aid of of Higher Education and Training of ex* 
Agricultural Training Service Officers, provision is made by the 

for Officers. Board for financial assistance for agricultural 
training by means of * — 

(a) Grants for residential training with selected farmers in 
England or Wales ; 

(h) Agricultural scholarships at approved Universities or Agri- 
cultuial Colleges in England or Wales. 

2. Over 1,300 officers have now been approved for grants under 
(«), of whom over 1,000 are actually in training on farms, ^whilst 65 
out of the 100 scholarships available under (fe) have been awarded. 

3. In view of the numerous applications which are still being received, 
the Board have decided that no application either for a grant for training 
on a farm or for a scholarship can be entertained by them — 

(1) From any officer ivho has been demobilised by 315/ July, IQ19, 
unless the application has been lodged at the appropriate 
District Directorate of the Ministr\» of labour on or before 
31st August, lql9 , 

(2) From any officer who has not been demobilised by 315/ July, 

1919, unless it is received by 31st December, 1919, except 
in any case in whn h it can be shown that for military reasons 
the application could not have been made by that date. All 
applications from non-dcmohih^cd officers should be made as 
soon as possible, 

4. Particulars of these farm training grants and agricultural scholar- 
ships, and of the manner of making application are given in the Board's 
Booklet — “ I^nd Settlement in the Mother Country,** (L.S. Q)*-*'Wluch 
can be obtained either from the Board's offices at 72, Victoria vStreet, 
London, S.W. t., or from any District Directorate of the Appointments 
Department, Ministry of l^abour. The address of the appropriate 
District Directorate can l>e ascertained at any Post Office. Non- 
demobilised t Ificers should make their applications on Army Form 
Z 15 or Navy Form S 1299. 

5. Warrant officers, non -commissioned officers and men in the ranks 
cf suitable educaliondl promise are also eligible for these grants. 


The Board of Agriculture and Fishenes have awarded the Fream 
Memorial Prize for 1919 to Miss Doris Anderson, of Southffeld, Ropley* 
Winchester, a student of University College, 
The Fream Reading, who took first place in this year's 
Hemoxial Prise. examination for the National Diploma in 
Agriculture. 


St*e this Journal, Felw^ary. 19x9, p. 1311. 
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MISCELLANEOUS NOTES. 

Ifidte. — ^According to an official forecast issued on 30th May, the 
total area under wheat in India in 1918-19 is 23,566,000 acres as against 
35.357.Q<^ acres the corresponding estimate for 
Notes on Crop last year, or a decrease of 33 per cent,, and the 
Prospects Abroad. total yield 34,566.000 qr. as compared with 

47,511,000 qr. at the same time last year, and 

46.303.000 qr. the final revised figure for 1917-18. (London Grainy 
Seed and Oil Reporter ^ 21st July, 1919). 

United Statee. — The Crop Reporting Board of the United States 
Department of Agriculture give the following estimates of production 
based on the condition of the crops on ist August (in bush., and final 
official returns for 1918 in brackets) : — ^Winter wheat, 715,000,000 
(558,449,000) ; spring wheat, 225,000,000 (358,651,000) ; all wheat, 

940.000. 000 (917,100,000) ; maize, 2,788,000,000 (2,582,814,000) ; oats, 

1.266.000. 000 (1.538,359,000) ; barley, 204,000,000 (256,375,000) ; 

rye, 85,000,000 (89,103,000) , and linseed, 10,000,000 (14,657,000). 

The average yield per acre compared with that of 1918 (in brackets) 
is as follows (in bush.) : — ^Winter wheat, 14*6 (i5‘2) ; spring wheat, 
10*0 (i6-o) ; all wheat, 131 (15*5) ; maize. 27-1 (24 0) ; oats, 29-9 
(34’6) ; barley, 22*9 (26*5) ; rye, 12*9 (14*4) ; and linseed, 5*5 (7-6). 
[Lmtdon Grain, Seed and Oil Reporter, Sth August, 1919). 

Canada. — ^The report issued by the Canadian Government gives the 
condition of crops on 31st July, as follows (in bush, and condition on 
31st May, 1919, in brackets) : — Spring wheat, 77 (98); oats 81 {95); 
and linseed, 74. The total yield of wheat is estimated at 249,000,000 
bush, (including 23,000,000 bush, fall wheat) as compared with 

210.400.000 bush, harvested last year ; oats at 406,000,000 bush, as 
against 476,690,000 bush. ; and linseed at 8,000,000 bush, as against 

6.100.000 bush. (London Gram, Seed and Od Reporter, i Gth August, 1 91 9.) 

The quantity of rain that fell during July in various parts of the 
country has not been sufficient to effect any great change in the prospects 
of the harvest. The eastern part of the 
Agrieultural country has had rather more rain than the 
Conditions in Sngland west, and while some small improvement may 
and Walts be recorded in the corn crops, the prospects of 
on Ist Angnst. the root crops remain much the same as a 
month ago. 

Wheat is the best of the three corn crops, but is by no means up to 
the average. Barley has perhaps improved more than any crop, while 
oats show as poor a promise as a month ago. The autumn sown crops 
are ifiuch better than the spring, and of the latter the latest sown 
is, generally speaking, the worst. Ifarvesting of cut oats (chiefly 
winter oats) has begun in the south, but there is little mention 
of wheat cutting by ist August, except in the extreme south-west. 
Straw', more particularly barley and oat. is short. Beans and peas 
are healthy crops, but the former have distinctly deteriorated during 
the month, while the later have improved, so that they are now the 
more promising of the pulse. 

Potatoes are still in need of rain, and the yield will probably be much 
below the average. The crop is, however, a very healthy one, and the 
reports generally are noteworthy for the absence of any serious mention erf 
potato disease. The earlieshave generally proved light but of good quality. 
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Some of the earliest sown fields of turnips and swedes are fairly 
satisfactory, as also some of the latest sown that were got in duringjwet 
weather ; but, generally speaking, these roots have suffered badly 
from the drought, and show very poor prospects. Mangolds are in 
similar case, and their average condition is rather worse than a month ago. 

Haymaking was mostly carried out under very satisfactory condi- 
tions, except in the later districts and where it was postponed until the 
rain came, and the very light crop is generally of good quality. In view 
of the deficiency of hay and probable shortage of roots, some farmers 
are putting in rape, mustard, or similar forage as a supplementary 
feeding crop, but tliis does not appear to be very general as yet, doubt- 
less because in many parts of the country the ground is still too dry. 

Hops show a very marked improvement, the only complaint against 
the weather being that it was hardly warm enough. The yards have 
remained unusually free from vermin, and a yield well over average is 
now expected, both in the Kent and the Worcestershire areas. 

Prospects for orchard fruit have also improved, both apples and 
pears are above average, taking the country as a whole, though several 
of the western districts are disappointing. Plums are hardly average. 

Pastures are still generally very bare, except in the east and south- 
east. where there has been some growth ; live stock have as a consequence 
not done very well, and have not put on much flesh. 

There are rather fewer re| orts of the deficiency of ordinary agricul- 
tural labour, partly owing to the fine weather and short hay crop, but 
skilled hands of all kinds arc still very scarce. 

Summarising the returns, and ex})rossing an average crop by loo, 
the apjiea ranee of the crops on ist August indicated probable yields 
per acre shown by the following percentages ; Wheat, 92 ; barley, 86 ; 
Oats, 80 ; beans, 90 ; peas, 91 ; potatoes, 91 ; mangolds' 77 ; seeds’ 
hay, 80 ; meadow liay, 73 ; hops, 104. 

The following local summaries give details regarding agricultural 
labour in the different districts of England and Wales. 

N orthumherland, Durham, Cumberland, and 
Agricultxiral Labour Westmorland . — Owing to the very favourable 

in England and weather for liay-making less labour than usual 

Walea during July, has been required, and the supply has generally 
proved sufficient. In some districts, however, 
there is a scarcity of casual labour for turnip-hoeing. 

Lancashire and Cheshire. — On the whole the supply of labour is 
about sufficient, though in some districts more skilled men are required. 

Yorkshire. — Skilled labour is still in very short supply and casual 
labour is scarce and inefficient. The closing down of factories through 
lack of coal is reported to have provided some relief among the latter 
class 

Shropshire and Stafford. — Labour is generally sufficient for require- 
ments, though skilled men are still scarce and casual labour is not too 
plentiful for hoeing and haymaking. 

Derby, Nottingham, Leicester, and Rutland. — In most districts the 
supply of labour is deficient, particularly skilled men, though in some 
parts it has been sufficient for requirements. 

Lincoln and Norfolk. — The position as regards labour is improving, 
and in most districts there is sufficient. Horsemen are still scarce in 
some districts. 
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Suffolk, Cambridge and Huntingdon, — ^The supply of labour is 
sufficient in most districts, but good horsekeepers, stockmen, and 
shepherds are still wanted. 

Bedford, Northampton and Warwick, — The supply of labour is very 
variable. In some districts there is sufficient for the requirements, 
but in others there is still a shortage. 

Buckingham, Oxford, and Berkshire, — In most districts the supply 
of labour has been sufficient for requirements, but in some parts there 
is a deficiency of both skilled and unskilled men. 

Worcester, Hereford, and Gloucester, — ^The supply of labour is gener- 
ally sufficient to meet farmers* requirements, and where a shortage is 
indicated, it is usually of skilled men. 

Cornwall, Devon, and Somerset, — ^The supply of labour is very 
variable ; sufficient in some districts and short in others. There is 
still a demand for skilled hands. 

Dorset, Wiltshire, and Hampshire, — ^Thc supply of labour has im- 
proved and is now generally sufficient for present needs, though skilled 
men are difficult to obtain. 

Surrey, Kent, and Sussex, — Labour is somewhat deficient, particu- 
larly the skilled classes ; and casual labour for fruit picking has also 
been scarce. 

Essex, Hertford, and Middlesex, — In some districts the supply of 
skilled labour, and sometimes temporary labour, is short, but in others 
it has been equal to the demand. 

North Wales, — ^The supply of labour is very variable in the division. 
In some districts it is sufficient for the work, in others deficient, par- 
ticularly skilled hands. 

Mid Wales, — The supply of labour seems sufficient to meet the 
requirements of the district ; there is no marked shortage. 

South Wales, — ^The supply of labour is not plentiful, but usually, 
owing to the good weather and light crops, no great shortage has been 
apparent, though in parts of Pembrokeshire a great scarcity is being 
felt. 


Average Prices of British Wheat, Barley, and Oats at 
certain Markets during the Month of July, 1917, 
1918, and 1919. 



Whiat. 

Barley. 

j 

Oats. 


1917. 

19X8. 

1919- 

19*7. 

19X8. 

1919. 

1917 

19x8. 

19x9. 


s. 4 . 

#. 4 , 

f. 4 . 

i s. 4 , 

f. 4 . 

f. 4 , 

s. 4 , 

f. d. 

s. 4 , 

Lendon 

79 7 

75 I 

73 8 

i6S 7 

64 3 

65 10 

54 9 

46 I 

48 4 

Norwich 

77 » 

74 8 

73 7 

67 2 

56 6 

... 

55 0 

45 I 

48 5 

Peterborough 

78 8 

74 6 

73 a 

65 I 

56 ? 

60 10 

54 II 



Lincoln 

78 1 

74 w 

73 5 

6s 7 

56 8 

63 XI 

56 0 

... 

... 

Doncaster ... 

77 II 

74 0 

73 zo 

85 4 

5*5 5 


55 0 

45 I 

48 4 

Salisbary ... 

78 5 

73 II 

73 8 

74 4 

56 I 

63 6 

54 II 

45 9 

i 
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Prices or Cc«n. 


[AOG. 


Arerage Prices of British Omni per Quarter of 8 Imperial 
Bushels, computed from the Returns received under the Com 
Returns Act, 1882, in each Week in 1917, 1918 and 19x9. 



Notk.—* Returns of purehstes by w^gbt or weighed nseesnre tre eonTcrted to 
imperiel Bethels et the following retce s Wheat, 6o lb.; Bariey« $0 Ib.i Oats, 
39 lb. per Imperial Bushel. 
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PRICES OF AGRICULTURAL PRODUCE. 

Average Prices of Live Stock in England and Wales 
in July and June, 1919. 

{Compiltd from Reports received from the Board’s Market 

Reporters.) 



July. 

June. 

Description. 









First 

Second 

First 

Second 


Grade. 

Grade. 

Grade. 

Grade. 


per cwt. 

per cwt. 

per cwt. 

per cwt. 

Fat Stock 

live weight 

live weight. 

live weight. 

X. 

live weight. 

Cattle 

/. d. 

s. d. 

a. d. 

Polled Scots 

82 6 

78 0 

84 10 

80 0 

Hereford! 

!* 3 

76 II 

85 2 

80 0 

Shorthorns 

82 0 

77 I 

84 II 

79 If 

Devons 

81 5 

77 4 

85 0 

80 0 

Welsh Runts 

80 9 

76 6 

84 6 

to 0 

Fat Cows 

77 I 

69 0 

79 II 

71 10 


First 

Second 

First 

Second 


Quality. 

Quality. 

Quality. 

Quality 


per lb.* 

per lb.* 

per lb.* 

per lb.* 


d. 

d. 

d. 

d. 

Veal Calves .. 

Sheep ; — 

I6i 


20 

Ml 

171 

Downs 

141 

Mi 

Ml 

Longwools 

* 4 l 

14I 

Ml 

Ml 

Cheviots 

I 4 l 

U1 

Ml 

Ml 

Blackfaced 

I 4 i 

I 4 l 

Ml 

Ml 

Welsh 

Ul 

14I 

Ml 

Ml 

Crots-bredt ... 

I 4 l 

14I 

Ml 

Ml 


per score. 

per score. 

per score. 

per score. 


live weight. 

live weight. 

live weight. 

live weight. 

Pigs : — 

j. d. 

/. d. 

s, d. 

a. d. 

Bacon Pigs 

21 0 

21 0 

21 0 

21 0 

Porkers 

21 0 

21 0 

21 0 

21 0 

Lean Stock; — 

per head. 

per head. 

per head. 

per head. 

Milking Cows : — 

£ 

£ 

£ 

£ 

Shorthorns — In Milk 

50 *3 

37 7 

50 11 

‘37 4 

,, — Calvers 

47 10 

36 10 

46 11 

35 9 

Other Breeds — In Milk 

44 I* 

33 19 

40 2 

30 II 

,, — Calvert 

31 0 

29 10 

— 

— 

Calves for Rearing 

Store Cattle : — 

4 a 

3 5 

4 7 

3 6 

Shorthorns — Yearlings 

16 5 

13 *0 

17 7 

M 3 

,, — Two-year-olds... 

27 5 

22 6 

27 17 

22 14 

,, — Three-year-olds 

35 10 

31 9 

37 7 

32 15 

H erefords — Two-year-olds . . . 

27 0 

21 10 

28 0 

27 la 

Devons — ,• 

29 6 

23 13 

29 0 

*4 13 

Welsh Runts — ,, 

Store Sheep ; — 

25 0 


27 15 

19 5 

Hog|B, Hoggets, Tegs, and 
nLambs — 

s, d. 

#. d. 

a. d. 

a. d. 

Downs or Longwools 

59 I 

50 4 

83 3 

70 5 

Store Pigs ; — 



6S 3 

49 8 

8 to la weeks old 

67 5 

50 7 

IS to 18 ta #* ••• ••• 

102 9 

81 5 

102 0 

82 0 


* Estimated carcass weight. 


Nora. — The prices per lb. for sheep do not include the vsilue of the «kins or pelts* which 
during July made prices equivalent to an additional i|d. per lb. of the carcass weight 
for Downs, Cheviots and Crosobreds, and i|d. for Longwools, Blarklaced and Welsh* 
and during June, i^d. per lb, for Downs, i^.for Blackfaced and Crossbreds, and i|d. for 
Lonjcwools, Cheviots and Welsh, ..1 j j *1. 1 

In addition to the price quoted above for sheep per lb., sellers were entitled. 

Stock (Sales) 6rder, 1918, to charge an extra amount ranging from as. to os. iw. per 
1 daring July, and 41. to 13s. 44. during June according to the weight of tbs sheep. 
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Average Prices of Provisions. Potatoes and Hay at 
certain BIarxets in England in July, 1919. 

{Compiled from Reports received from the Board's Market 

Reporters.) 



1 Bristol. 

i 

Liverpool. 

London. 

Deicription. 





» 


First 

Second 

First 

Second 

First 

Second 


Quality. 

Quality. 

Quality. 

Quality. 

1 

O’ 

Quality. 


r. d . 

J. d . 

/. d. 

/. d. 

/. d. 

/. d . 

Buttik 

per 12 lb 

per 12 lb 

per 12 lb 

per 12 lb 

per 12 lb 

per 12 lb. 

Biitisbi (t* ••• t*i 

— 

— 

— 

— 

27 6 

— 


per cwt. 

per cwt. 

per cwt. 

per cwt. 

per cwt. 

per cwt. 

Irish Creamery— Frtsh 

— 

— 

— 

— 

— 

— 

„ Factory 

— 


— 


— 


Imported (Controlled) 

252 0 

— 

252 0 

— 

252 0 

— 

Ckbisi 







British— 







Cheddar 

144 6 

— 

— 

— 

144 « 

— 




120 lb. 


120 lb. 


Cheshire 

— 


iSS 0 

— 

>55 0 

— 




per cwt. 


per cwt. 


Canadian 

144 6 

— 

144 6 

— 

144 6 

— 

Bacon 







Irish (Green) 

195 6 

— 

195 6 

— 

>95 6 

— 

Canadian (Green sides) 

198 6 

197 0 

199 0 

195 0 

199 0 

19s 0 

Hams 







York ' (Dried or 







Smoked) 

— 


— 

— 


— 

Irish (Dried or Smoked) 
American (Green) 





— 


(long cut) 

Z92 0 

190 0 

192 0 

Z90 0 

194 0 

19X 0 

Egos 

per 120. 

per 120. 

per 120. 

per 120. 

per 120. 

per 120. 

British 

— 

— 

— 


41 10 

39 a 

Irish 

39 a 

— 

36 5 

34 II 

37 5 

35 5 

Danish 

— 

— 


— 

42 0 

39 10 

Potatoes 

per ton. 

per ton. 

per ton. 

per ton. 

per ton. 

per ton. 

Early Eclipse 

White Kidney 

360 0 

380 0 

— 

— 

410 0 

380 0 

360 0 

380 0 

366 6 

326 6 

430 0 

400 0 

Other First Ear lies ... 

380 0 

280 0 

313 6 

333 6 

333 6 

300 0 

Hay 







Gorer 







Meadow 


mmmm 

MW 

mmm 
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Average Prices of Dead Meat at certain Markets in 
England in July, 1919. 


(Compiled from Reports received from the Board's Market 

Reporters.) 


Deicription. 

Quality. 

1 Birming- 
i ham. 

Leeds. 

Liver- 

pool. 

London. 

Man- 
chest er. 



1 per cwt. 

per cwt. 

per cwt. 

per cwt. 

per cwt. 

Bebf : — 


s. 

d. 

r. 

d. 

/. d. 

j. 

d. 

/. 

d. 

Engliih 

1st 

119 

0 

119 

0 

— 

119 

0 

I19 

0 


2nd 

119 

0 

119 

0 

— 

119 

0 

1 19 

0 

Cow and Bull 

xst 

119 

0 

119 

0 

119 0 

119 

0 

119 

0 


and 

1 19 

0 

119 

0 

lOo 6 

105 

0 

100 

6 

Iriih ; Fort Killed 

1st 





119 0 

119 

0 

— 



and 



— 


119 0 

119 

0 



Argentine Froeen — 











Hind Quarters 

1st 

113 

6 


6 

113 6 

113 

6 

113 

6 

Fore „ 

1st 

74 

0 

74 

0 

74 0 

74 

0 

74 

0 

American Froi en — 











Hind Quarters 

isl 

— 


IIS 

6 

— 

113 

0 

— 


Fore „ 

1st 

— 


76 

0 



73 

6 

.... 


Canadian Froicn— 











Hind Quarters 

1st 

— 


115 

6 

— 

113 

0 

— 


Fore „ 

1st 



76 

0 

— 

73 

6 

— 


Vial 











British 

1st 

106 

6 

145 

6 

— 

127 

0 

105 

6 


and 

94 

6 

112 

0 



106 

6 

105 

6 

Foreign, Frozen 

1st 



— 


— 

112 

0 



Mutton : — 











Scotch 

1st 

126 

0 

126 

0 

126 0 

126 

0 

126 

0 


and 

126 

0 

126 

0 

126 0 

126 

0 

126 

0 

English 

1st 

126 

0 

126 

0 

! — 

126 

0 

126 

0 


and 

ia6 

0 

126 

0 

— 

126 

0 

126 

0 

Irish: Port Killed 

1st 

— 


— 


— 

— 


— 


Argentine Frozen 

an d 
1st 

!.or 

0 

101 

0 

101 0 

101 

0 

101 

0 

New Zealand 

1st 

1 


— 


— 

101 

0 

101 

0 

Australian „ 

1st 

1 — 


— 


— 

101 

6 

98 

0 

Lamb : — 











British 

1st 
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0 

126 

0 

126 0 

126 

0 

126 

*0 
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’ ia6 

0 

126 

0 

126 0 

126 

0 

126 

0 
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1st 

1 lOI 

0 

98 

0 

101 0 

lOI 

0 

101 

0 
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1st 
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— 

98 

0 

98 

0 

Argentine 

1st 

i lOI 

0 
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0 

101 0 

lOI 

0 

101 
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149 

6 

149 

6 ' 


and 






— 




Fronii 

1st 

1 “ 





1 *33 

0 


— . ' 


2 R 




574 


Diseases of Animals. 


[aug.. 


DISEASES OF ANIMALS ACTS 1894 to 19x4. 

Nctubbr'of Outbreaks, and of Animals Attacked or Slaughtered. 
GREAT BRITAIN. 

(From the ' Returns of the Board of Agriculture and Fisheries.) 




Seven 

Months 

1 JUI.V. 

1 DiSSASB. ll 1 

ENDED 

July, 

'i » 9 » 9 . 

1918. 

1919. 

191S. 

i- i 

Anthrax 




Outbreaks j IS 

12 

”5 

155 

Animals attacked 19 

13 

151 

174 

Foot-and- Mouth Disease:™ | 




Outbreaks i — 

~ 

19 

* — 

Animals attacked j 


154 

— 

Glanders (including Farcy) 1. 




Outbreaks j| i 

4 

1$ 


Animals attacked ' x i 

!' - - 1 

9 

41 

64 

Parasitic Mange ll 1 


3.787 


Outbreaks 1. 3x0 ' 

239 

1.229 

Animals attacked 1 567 | 

443 

7.413 

6,146 

Rabies 




Number of cases 10 


I2S 


M f> Bogs affected ... 10 

— 

122 

— 

,, ,, other animals 

affected ... — 

i 

3 

— 

Sheep-scab !; 

Outbreaks '! 5 

2 i 

318 

246 

Swine Fever: — 1; i 




Outbreaks .'! 282 

' *57 

1,296 

876 

Swine slaughtered as diseased 1 

Of exposed to infection ... |! 119 

1 

86 

1 

! 564 

346 

IRELAND. 




(From the Returns of the Department of Agriculture and Technical 
Instruction for Ireland.) 


Disease. 

Six Weeks 
ENDED 26 th JULY. 

[ 7 Months 

ENDED July. 


1 1919. 

191S. 

1919. 

1918. 

Anthrax : — 

Outbreaks 

i 

1 

z 


s 

Animals attacked 

T” 

1 

— 

2 

Glanders (including Farcy) : — 
Outbreaks 

„ 


I 


Animals attacked 

! — 

— 

I 

— 

Parasitic Mange: — 

Outbreaks 

23 

8 

1 12 

81 

Sheep-scab : — 

1 Outbreaks 

6 i 

........ 1 

12 

«S8 

182 

Swine Fever:--- 
Outbreaks 

2 

5 

30 

14 

Swine slaughtered as diseased 
or exposed to infection 

3 ! 

*9 

«3 

48 
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Hit Wtathtr In EnglMKl durinR July. 


Diitrict. 

Temperature. 

Rainfall. 

Bright 

Sunshine. 

d 

s 

s 

•a 

0 

Diff. from 
Average. 

Amount. 

1 

!« 

Sf 

. • ^ 
ta u 

■&< 

No. of Days 
with Rain. 

a 

n 

<u 

"3 

Q 

Diff. from 

Average. 


•F. 

•F. 

In, 

Mm 7 

Mm."** 


Hours. 

Hours. 

Week ending ^Ih July : 









England, N.E, 

52*4 

—50 

1-15 

29 

-j-16 

6 

2*4 

- 4-1 

England, E 

sa-a 

—6 6 

077 

20 

-h 9 

5 

3 6 

" 3*4 

Midland Counties ... 

53*1 

— 64 

o'q6 

24 

4-13 

5 

2*3 

— 4*2 

England, S.E. 

54*4 

—6 I 

071 

18 

•f 7 

5 

31 

— 4*3 

England, N.W. ... 

53-3 

—50 

0*76 

19 

+ h 

5 

31 

— 36 

England, S.W. 

S 4-5 

—4 6 

0*51 

13 

0 

3 

7'6 

4 - 0*5 

English Channel ... 

560 

-““'4 3 

0*86 

22 

+ 10 

3 

6 2 

—21 

Week endi ng 12th July .* 









England, N.E, 

5 S‘i 

—3 7 1 o-«8 

5 

— 8 

I 

38 

-2 4 

England, E 

SS 1 

—5 4 

O ' ^9 

IS 

4- 2 

3 

3*3 

-3*5 

Midland Counties ... 

574 

“2 3! 0-35 

9 

4 

I 

5*1 

- 0*9 

England, S.E. ... 

«;8*o 


' t5*34 

9 

-- 2 

2 

4 3 

~ 2*9 

England, N.W. ... 

'55'6 

_ 3 -o 

; on 

3 

— 14 

I 

5-6 

->o*8 

England, S.W. 

5 

— 10 

017 

4 

--X2 

2 

7 7 

+ 1*1 

English Channel ... 


_i-8 

1 0*37 

9 

- 3 

2 

6-5 

-I -5 

Week ending iqth July : 



1 

1 






England, N.E. 

57-6 

— I ‘2 

0-64 

16 

4 “ I 

3 

6-8 

4- 1 -a 

England, E 

5«'3 

-2 7 

036 

9 

— 6 

3 

6 0 

-0*5 

Midland Counties ... 

59'2 

— 1*0 

ri 4 

29 

4-17 

3 

5*1 

—0 6 

England. S.E. 

587 

-9-8 ; 0 55 

14 

4 * I 

3 

5'3 

- 1*4 

England, N.W. ... 

57-6 

- 1-4 

0*33 

8 

— 9 

3 

55 

00 

England, S.W. 

58-5 

-I *6 

074 

19 

4 - 1 

4 

4 ' 3 

-1*8 

English Channel ... 

587 

— 2*7 

0*30 

7 

— 6 

3 

6 a 

— II 

Week ending 26th July : 

i 








England, N.E. ‘ ... 

55-8 i 

— 2-7 

0-37 

9 

— 9 

4 

3-6 

—1*6 

England, E 

56-2 

—4’ 3 

I 02 

26 

4 -II 

5 

3 0 

2*8 

Midland Counties ... 

569 

-2 8 

o ’39 

lO 

— 9 

3 

3-9 

—1*3 

England, S.E. 

S 7-8 

-3-6 

0-56 

14 

— I 

5 

3*4 

— 3*0 

England, N.W. ... 

5^-4 

1*4 

0*22 

6 

— 16 

I 

69 

j 4-17 

England, S.W. 

58-0 

— 1-9 

028 

7 

—14 

2 

8-1 

1 + 2-4 

English Channel ... 

59 9 

—I 4 ; 07 . 

2 

- 13 

2 

85 

+ 1*5 


• iinch = 25’4 millimetres. 
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EDITORIAL NOTES. 

The analysis by Mr. Hoover of the economic situation in 
Europe (p. 580) suggests a state of ahairs as regards food supplies 
which is inadequately realised by the 

Food Supply British public if only because the facts have 

Production! hitherto been sufficiently fully placed 

before them in a coinpr(ffi('nsive statement. 
According to Mr. Hoover’s views the situation is ; — 

(1) That Europe, including the I^ritish Isles, is not pro- 

ducing sufficient food for its 450,000,000 population 
(with Russia) ; 

(2) That it is already clear that Europe cannot rely on the 

Western Hemisphere for sufficient surplus produce to 
meet the present deficiency in liuropean production ; 
and 

(3) That, with the temporary aid of the Western Hemi- 

sphere in tiding over the shortage, the only means of 
avoiding shortage of supplies for Ituropean popu- 
lations lies in a rapid increase in the production of 
necessities (as compared with mere luxuries), com- 
bined with the stringent practice of economy and 
the arrest of the disheartening Outbreak of exttava- 
gance to which Mr. Hoover refers. 

The moral of the position surely is that while British farmers 
bore a heavy burden during the War in raising the actual agricul- 
tural output, the necessity is still laid upon them of ensuring 
that there shall be no falling off now, but a continued effort 
to obtain even greater results. 

41 He iK * ♦ ♦ 

The rise in agricultural wages that has been recently taking 
place has directed an unusued amount of attention to the 
quantity and quality of the available 
The Worker’s Share labour — and of its influence on food pro- 
duction or the fertility of farm land. 
If we regard the farm and all its stock 
and appliances as in the nature of a factory it will at 
oiiee be conceded that the wcarker on the farm and the 
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worker in the factory have one thing in common — both 
are essential to the working of the plant and the production 
of the articles in view. The factory hand, however, is liable 
to be highly mechanical and to have little influence on the 
actual business, whereas the agricultural w^orkcr commonly 
has a very real influence on the general farm management. 
The actions of the farm worker are largely governed by varying 
conditions of soil, climate, etc., calling for considerable know- 
ledge and judgment, and often for most unselfish devotion to 
his work — as in caring for live stock or in harvesting crops with 
speed. His relations with his employer are usually exceedingly 
friendly, and it is highly desirable that cordial mutual interest 
should grow rather than decrease. The difficulties which have 
to be faced in this connection, and the means which may be 
adopted to encourage such co-operative and genial relationship 
between employer and employed, were discussed by Sir Henry 
Row in an address delivered to the Agricultural Club, repro- 
duced at page 58^. 

)|t sk H: ♦ * 

There is a general opinion, for which there would appear 
to be sound reasons, that the future of the live stock industry, 
and of the breeding of high-class stock in 
^v°e^sTock. ° particular, is distinctly encouraging. For 
some time to come the breeder of good 
stock is likely to have little difficulty in disposing of his 
surplus animals at very remunerative prices, and this should 
give a great impetus to the improvement of live stock among 
all classes of farmers. 

The small farmer, however, if left to his own resources finds 
difficulty in employing pure- bred sires, the initial outlay as 
regards purchase making too heavy a call on his capital. 
Moreover, risk of illness and possible loss of such stock is too 
great. Payment for service is therefore substituted for owner- 
ship, and the best sires are not always used. It was to assist 
this type of farmer that the Board’s Live Stock Improve- 
ment Scheme was introduced in 1914. The scheme seeks to 
improve the inferior stock of the country by educating farmers 
to use pedigree sires, and to keep milk records. Financial 
assistance is provided to bring these methods within the reach 
of smaller farmers. 

The report on the scheme for 1918-19 which appears in this 
issue (p. 591) shows that in spite of the severe handicap imposed 
by the War the progress made over the five years during which 
the scheme has been in operation has been steady and continuous. 
The measure of success is not to be gauged merely by the num- 
ber of pedigree sires located under the scheme, since all the 
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farmers in the surrounding district received a practical demon- 
stration of the advantages of good breeding. 

The scheme has successfully passed through an exceptionally 
trying experimental period, and it is anticipated that during 
the next few years it will play a still more important part in the 
improvement of British live stock. 

« He « ♦ He 

Serious endeavours are being made to ensure a large decrease 
in the rat population of the country during the coming autumn 
and winter. Local authorities have bejii 
urgefd to prepare for an effective campaign, 
and to this end a series of two or three 
national rat weeks is being organised 
throughout the land (p. 6^8). In order that success shall 
attend the work the local schemes should be co-ordinated 
county by county, and no district, town or farm should be 
overlooked. A rat week on one farm will drive rats to the next 
unless it too has its rat week at the same time. Every 
care needs to be exercised that rats shall not escape in 
this way, and also that live stock shall be adequately 
protected whcTcver poisons are employed. In one case 
recently a gardener lost a number of well grown and valuable 
chickens in one night through the depredations of rats, and 
thereupon used a rat poison harmless to poultry — since when 
he has not seen so many rats."' In another case a different 
poison was laid to destroy rats, and unfortunately the rats 
must have dragged the bait through fowl runs, ten valuable 
birds, chiefly pullets, having been poisoned — the last two at' 
any rate from certified phosphorus poisoning. Every effort 
should be made and all reasonable expenditure incurred to 
destroy rats. 

Hi H« He He He 

The tractor trials which arc to be held at Lincoln commencing 
on the 24th September have brought together a large and 
representative collection of types. The 

Line^n Tractor total number of tractors entered is 59, 
representing 32 types nearly equally 
divided between American and British machines. One 
Italian tractor, the F.I.A.T., will compete. Many of the 
types will be new to the British public, and the trials as a 
whole may be said to exhibit the most recent developments 
in agricultural tractor design which have been brought 
beyond the experimental stage. 

In conjunction with the trials an exhibition of agricultural 
machinery and implements is to be held at the South ( arlton 
Aerodrome* 


A 

National 
Eat Week. 
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THE ECONOMIC SITUATION IN EUROPE. 

Statement and Analysis by Mfe. Herbert C. HbovER, 
Director-General of Relief, Supreme Economic Council. 

The following passages on the economic situation in Europe 
are extracts^ taken from a Memorandum prepared by Mr. 
Hoover for special purposes and not for publication. The 
Food Controller, however, considered it of such interest that 
he asked to be allowed to publish it in the National Food 
Journal, the official organ of his Department. Mr. Hoover 
consented on condition that it was viewed as an analysis and 
hot as a criticism. It is felt that the passages here reprinted 
from the statement published in the National Food Journal 
for 13th August, 1919, will be of special interest to agriculturists. 

The economic difficulties of Europe as a whole at the signa- 
ture of Peace may be almost summarised in the phrase 
" demoralised productivity.” The production of necessaries 
for this 450,000,000 population (including Russia) has never 

been at so low an ebb as at this day 

It is not necessary to review at length the causes of this 
decrease of productivity. They are, in the main, as fbllows : — 
The industrial and commercial demoralisation arising origin- 
ally out of the War, but continued out of the* struggle for 
political rearrangements during the Armistice, the creatioh 
of new Governments, their inexperience, and friction between 
, these Governments in the readjustment of economic relations. 
The proper and insistent demand of . labour for higher 
standards of living and a voice in administration of their effort 
has unfortunately become impregnated with the theory that 
the limitation of effort below physical necessity will increase 
the total employment or improve their condition. 

There is a great relaxation of effort as the reflex of physical 
exhaustion of large sections of the population from privation 
and from the mental and physical strain of the Wan 
To a minor degree, considering the whole volume, there has 
been a destruction of equipment and tools, euid loss of organisa- 
tion and skill, due to war diversiohs, with a loss of man-power. 
This latter is not at present pertinent in the face of present 
unemployment. 

(The demoralisation in production of coal. Europe to-day 
is an example in point of all these three forces mentioned 
above, and promises a coal famine with industrial disaster 
unless remedied. It is due in a small percentage — ^from the 
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destruction of raan-ppwer — to the physical limitation of coal 
mines or their equipment. It is due in the largest degree to 
the human factor of the limitation of effort.) 

The continuation of the Blockade after the Armistice has 
undoubtedly destroyed enterprise even in open countries, and, 
of course, prevented any recovery in enemy countries. The 
shortage in overseas transportation, and the result of un- 
certainties of the Armistice upon international credits, have 
checked the flow of raw materials and prevented recovery 
in the production of commodities especially needed for exchange 
for imports from overseas. The result of this delay has been 
unemployment, stagnation, absorption of capital in consumable 
coipuiodities to some extent all over Europe. 

From all these causes, accumulated to different intensity 
in different localities, there is the essential fact that, unless 
productivity can be rapidly increased, there can be nothin<^ hut 
political, moral and economic chaos, finally interpreting itself 
in loss of life on a scale hitherto undreamed of. 

Coincident with this demoralisation in production, other 
disastrous economic phenomena have developed themselves, 
the principal one of which is that the very large wages paid 
to special workers, and the large sums accumulated by specula- 
tion and manufacture during the War, have raised the standard 
of living in many individuals from the level of mere necessities 
to a high level of luxuries. Beyond this class there is a reflex 
in many other classes from the strenuous economics against 
waste and the consumption of non-essentials in all countries ; 
and, as a result, there is to-day an outbreak of extravagance to 
a disheartening degree. 

Another economic change, of favourable nature from a 
human point of view, but intensifying the problems of the 
moment, has been the rise in the standard of living in large 
sections of the working classes through the larger and better 
wage distribution, separation allowances, etc., during the War, 
Parallel with these classes are those of fixed income, the un- 
organised workers, and the unemployed, on whom the rising 
post of living is inflicting the greatest hardship. 

During some short period it may be possible for the Western 
hepiisphere, which has retained and even increased its pro- 
ductivity, to supply the deficiencies of Iturope. Such de- 
ficiencies would have to be supplied in large degree upon 
credits. But asi4e from, this, the entire surplus productivity 
of the Western hemisphere is totally incapable of meeting the 
present deficiency in ^wofean production if it is long continued. 
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Nor, as a practical fact, could credits be mobilised for this purpose 
for more than a short period, because all credits must necessarily 
be simply an advance against the return of commodities, and 
in exchange, and credits will break down the instant that the 
return of commodities becomes improbable. Further, if such 
credits be obtained for more than temporary purposes, it would 
result in economic slavery of Europe to the Western hemisphere, 
and the ultimate end would be war again. 

The solution, therefore, of the problem, except in purely 
temporary aspects, does not lie in a stream of commodities 
on credit from the Western hemisphere, but lies in a vigorous 
realisation of the actual situation in each country of Europe 
and a resolute statesmanship based on such a realisation. The 
populations of Europe must be brought to a realisation that 
productivity must be instantly increased 

The stimulation of production lies in the path of avoidance 
of all limitations of the reward to the actual producer. ,In 
other words, attempts to control prices (otherwise than in the 
sense of control of vicious speculation) are the negation of 
stimulation to production, and can only result in further cur- 
tailment of the total of commodities available for the total 
number of human beings to be fed, clothed, and housed. 

There still exist in luirope great bureaucracies" created from 
the necessity of control of price and distribution by the condi- 
tions of the War, who are loath to recognise that with world 
markets open no such acute situation exists, and that their 
continued existence is not essential except in the control of 
speculation. The argument so much advanced that world 
shortage may develop, and justifies continued control of 
distribution and prices, is based upon the fallacious assumption 
that, even if the world markets are freed of restraint, there 
is a shortage to-day in any commodity so profound as to 
endanger health and life. 

From any present evidence, thanks to the high production 
outside Europe, no shortage exists that will not find its quick 
remedy in diminished consumption or substitution of other 
commodities, through minor alteration and price. All attempts 
at international control of price, with a view to benefit the 
population in Europe at the cost of the producer elsewhere, 
will inevitably produce retrogression in production abroad, 
the impact of which will be felt in Europe more than elsewhere. 
A decrease of 20 per cent, of Western hemisphere wheat would 
not starve the West ; it would starve Europe. 
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It must never be overlooked that control of price and dis- 
tribution cannot stop with a few prime commodities, but, 
once started, its repercussions drive into a succeeding chain of 
commodities ; and that on the downward road of price control 
there can be no stoppage until all commodities have been placed 
under restriction, with inevitable stifling of the total production. 

It is also often overlooked by the advocates of price control 
that, whereas the high level of production was maintained during ^ 
the War even under a restraint of price, this high production 
was obtained by the most vivid appeal to patriotic impulse 
on both sides of the front. This stimulus to production and 
distribution no longer obtains, and the world must go back to 
the prime impulse — and that is the regard to the individual 
producer and distributor. 

That body of advocates who have deduced from war 
phenomena that production and distribution can be increased 
and maintained by appealing to altruism as the equivalent 
of patriotism or self-interest should observe the phenomena 
of Russia, where the greatest food-exporting country is to* day 
starving. 

It must be evident that the production cannot increase if 
political incompetence continues in blockade, embargoes, cen- 
sorship, mobilisation, large armies, navies and war. 

There are certain foundations of industry in ICurope that, 
no matter what the national or personal ’ownership of control 
may bo, yet partake of the nature of public utilities in which 
other nations have a moral right. For instance, the discrimina- 
tory control of ships, railways, waterways, coal and iron in 
such a manner as to prevent the resumption of production by 
other States will inevitably debar economic recuperation and 
lead to local spats of economic chaos with its ultimate infection 
abroad, to say nothing of the decrease in productivity. These 
misuses are already too evident. 

The question of assistance from the Western hemisphere 
during a certain temporary period, and the devotion of its 
limited surplus productivity to I^urope, is a matter of importance 
and one that requires state-^manlike handling and vision. It 
is but a minor question compared to those stated above, and, 
it is in a great degree dependent upon the proper solution of the 
factors already touched upon. 

It is a service that the Western hemisphere must approach 
with a high sense of human duty and sympathy. Tliis sense 
will, however, be best performed by the insistence that its aid 
would not be forthcoming to any country that did not resolutely 
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set in order its interpal financial and political situations, that 
did not devote itself to the increase of productivity, that did 
not curtail consumption of luxuries and the expenditure upon 
armaments and did not cease' hostilities, and did not treat its 
neighbours fairly. 

, If these conditions were complied with, it is the duty of the 
West to put forth every possible effort to tide Europe over 
this period of tepiporary economic difficulties. Without the 
fulfilment of these conditions the effort is hopeless. 

With Europe turned towards peace, with her skill and labour 
aligned to overcome the terrible accumulation of ejifficulty, 
the economic burden upon the West should'not last over a year, 
and can be carried, and will be repaid. To effect these results 
the resources' of the Western hemisphere and of purope must 
be mobilised. 


THE WORKER’S SHARE IN 
AGRICULTURE.* 

Sir Henry Rew, K.t'.B. 

Influence of the War. — We are in the throes, painful and 
perhaps prolonged, of the birth of a new' world.* Political, 
social and economic frontiers and landmarks have been shifted, 
and wc have to redraw the map of the common life of mankind, 
as the Allies have redraw'n the map of Europe. In the welter 
of change only one factor of civilisation remains stable — 
human nature. The great War has been the greater leveller, 
"fhe doctrine of the equality of man, since it was propounded 
by Christ, has been preached — and also perverted — through all 
the Christian era, but the comradeship of War has hammered 
into millions of minds the truth that, how’ever much men may 
differ superficially, or however different may be their places 
in the ordered life of the community, they are much alike 
in all the fundamental virtues and vices which go to make 
up what wc term character. 

It is from this angle, and in the lurid light of war experience, 
■that the relations of men, and of classes of men, must hereafter 
be viewed. 

One notable result of the W'ar is that, in the national effort 
to increase food production, the importance of the manual 
worker has been recognised. The ultimate dependence of 


♦ Aa atltlress delivered to the Agricultural Qub on 3rd July, igig. 
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agriculture upon labour has been demonstrated and the 
worjcer's share in production has been realised. Farmers at 
the present time do not stand very well in popular esteem, and 
the public arc inclined to forget the real service which they 
rendered to the country in its hour of need. There is no doubt 
that the vast majority of them worked whole-heartedly and 
unreservedly to increase food production from a sense of 
patriotism and duty. But if it is true that the services of 
farmers are apt to be overlooked, it is equally true that recog- 
nit^n has never been adequately accorded to the labourers, 
without whose help all effort would have been in vain. The 
invaluable assistance rendered by women and others who had 
not previously been accustomed to agricultural service has 
been appreciated by the public, but the steady hard work of 
the native sons of the soil, which was the basis of all, is apt 
to be forgotten. The share of the worker in agriculture during 
the War is undeniable, and he became conscious, perhaps for 
the first time, that he is, equally with the farmer, a producer 
of the nation's food. 

The Worker's Position In Asrriouiture. — Of course, the very real 
influence which the agricultural labourer often has in the 
cultivation of the land and the management of stock is well 
known, and is by many farmers freely acknowledged. His 
advice is often sought, and frequently taken, for it is based 
on close observation and intimate knowledge of the land on 
which probably he and his forebears have been rooted foj: 
centuries. 

Kipling's lines on the hereditary worker on the land express 
a fundamental fact on English country life : — 

“ His dead are in the churchyard — thirty generations laid, 

Their names went down in Domesday Book when Domesday 
Book was made, 

And the passion and the piety and prowess of his line, 

Have seeded, rooted, fruited in some land the Law calls mine. 

Not for any beast that burrows, not for any bird that flies, 
Would I lose his large sound cpu^isel, miss his keen aipending 
eyes." 

The worker’s share in agriculture, therefore, consists not 
only of the supply of labour and skill in the actual performance 
of farming operations, but oftentimes includes the contribution 
of knowledge and experience to the management of the farm. 
In such cases there is a real co-operation between employer and 
worker to wrest from nature the utmost of which the land is 
capable. 
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It may be said that such co-operation, such mutuality of 
interest, is rare, or at any rate is becoming less common. 
Whether this is so or not, it will be generally admitted that this 
kind of relationship between master and man is desirable, and 
that all possible means should be adopted to encourage it. 
If the worker has a real share in agricultural production, he is 
obviously entitled to a fair share in the results. So far every- 
one agrees, but the trouble comes in the attempt to define that 
share, and to determine the method of ascertaining it. In 
the past, the conception of labour as a mere commodity 
for purchase and sale has been too crudely expressed. Of 
course, services have an exchange value as well as 
goods, and in the long run the value of them is fixed 
by supply and demand. Just as it is not possible to sell 
more hats or boots than there are persons wishing to wear them, 
just as the number and remuneration of farmers, as of doctors 
or lawyers or shopkeepers, are decided by the extent of the 
demand for the services they can supply to the community, 
so also the number and remuneration of workers in agriculture 
must be determined eventually by the amount of work on which 
they can be profitably employed. In these days it is un- 
fashionable to call attention to anything so antiquated as the 
law of supply and demand ; but it is not the, law, but its 
application, which has been at fault in regard to labour. 
When it is used to justify the final settlement of the value 
of man’s services by the “ higgling of the market,” and 
by no other consideration, it is recognised as inhuman in its 
application. 

DHTIoultiM of the Future. The Reletlenehlp between Capital and 

Labour. — ^'I’he trouble, of course, is that, when you give up 
the old method of paying as little, whether for goods or service.^, 
as you can by any means induce the owner of those goods or 
services to accept, you are left to find some other principle. 
This is not easy. Some of our modem teachers find no difficulty 
in laying down a principle for fixing wages. They say that 
wages must be such an amount as is necessary to maintain the 
wage earner in a reasonable standard of comfort. We should 
probably all agree to this as an abstract proposition, but it is 
not a simple matter to express an abstract proposition' in 
pounds, shillings and pence. I confess that I find difficulty 
in conceiving of wages, or even of salaries, in the abstract. 
They seem to me necessarily to have a very concrete relation 
to the resources from whence they are paid. There are, no 
doubt, exceptions, but, in general terms, it must be true that 
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the labour bill in any industry will have some fairly definite 
relation to the total proceeds of the industry. 

In this elementary consideration of first principles, it may 
be worth while to recall one or two obvious facts. In the case 
of farming, the need for both capital and labour is self evident, 
hor an ordinary farm crop a man must find money for seed, 
manure, implements, horses and their keep, and also for his 
own subsistence, for 12 months before he can realise the crop. 
If he employs more labour than his own he must also advance 
the whole of the payment for that labour, before he gets any 
return for it. That is the true function of capital, which, of 
course, is only another name for accumulated savings. The 
wage-earner has also to advance his capital — which is his labour 
— Usually for not longer than a week, though sometimes for 
longer periods — before he gets paid for it. Now, of course, no 
man will use his savings, i.e., his capital, in trying to grow a 
crop unless there is a reasonable prospect, first that it will 
not be diminished, and secondly, that he will get some return 
for its use. The general theory that4:apital will not be invested 
in an industry unless it will bring a return equal to that which 
could be obtained, with the same degree of risk, in some other 
use, is not strictly true of agriculture. Capital is, and always 
has been, attracted to agriculture at a relatively low rate of 
interest, but there is a point at which no one will be prepared 
to risk his money. 

A similar principle applies to the wage-earner. He will 
only consent to work on the production of the crop if he is 
assured of not less remuneration for his services than he can 
obtain in some other employment, subject again to the fact 
that some men are willing to work on the land and in the country 
for lower wages than they will accept in other occupations. 

These truisms lead up to the self-evident proposition that 
both capital and labour must each take a share of the proceeds 
of the crop, if the crop is to be grown at all. The problem 
is, on what basis are those shares to be calculated r 

Faots to be oonsidered In ratingr Wairea. — ^Among the questions 
which will receive the consideration of the Royal Commission 
on Agriculture will no doubt be the monetary share of the 
workers in the produce of the industry. At present the 
material for any calculation is scanty. From the data given 
in the report of the Wages Board Committee on the 
financial results of farming,* it appears that on 26 farms 

• Cmd. 76J1919. Price gd., post free, is. Published by H.M. Stationery 
Office, Imperial House, Kingsway, London, W.C. 2. 
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the labour bill during the five years 1913-14 to 1917-18 rq)jre- 
sented from 17 to 19 percent, of the totul expenditure, and froru 
J5 to 18 per cent, of the total receipts. On 21 “ home ” farms 
the labour bill represented from 22 to 24 per cent, of the total 
expenditure. Such figures, however, help us very little to form 
an opinion as to the basis on which the worker’s share should 
be assessed. 

The facts which have to be taken into consideration are not 
merely statistical. They are mainly human and personal. 
From the employer’s point of view, the first consideration is 
that the work should be done efficiently and punctually, that 
it should be done with a sense of responsibility — and with 
willingness to meet any disturbance of daily routine which 
weather conditions, or the nature of the work, necessitate. 
The employer does not want a human machine, he wants an 
intelligent man who is interested in his work and its results, 

Now it is generally true, human nature being what it is, 
that men will not continually put forth their best elfortsj 
physically and mentally, .without a definite incentive. The 
incentive is not always financial. It often is simple pride in 
their work, and a feeling of self-respect which will not allow them 
to do less than their best. Various motives animate different 
individuals, but it still remains true as a broad geperalisation 
that, year in and year out, a man will do better work if by so 
doing he earns more money than he will if his remuneration 
has no relation to the amount or character of his work. 

If this is true, it leads to the conclusion that the farm worker 
will produce more if he has a share in the increased production 
which results from his extra efforts. In other words, a definite 
interest in the financial results of the farm will provide an 
incentive to work and a stake in the success of the undertaking, 
which will form a binding’ link of mutual interest between 
employer and worker. 

There is a story of a factory o\vner who stated that if his 
workmen liked, they could save him £io,qoo a year by less waste 
and better work, and was]^ somewhat pertinently asked why 
did not offer them £5 .oqp a yeat to do if. 

Rroflt-lheriiiK end Pa-Partiwrawp. — There are two methods pf 
attaining this object, whicff have been more or less tested by 
experience — one known as profft-sbarifig, and the pther as 
cp-partnersbip. 

Prqfif- sharing. — Profit-sharing is aii agreement by the 
employer to pay to the worker a share, fixed in advance, of the 
profits of the undertaking. 
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Cthpartnership. — definition of co-partnetship, dtaWn up ill 
October, igii, stated that '' In its simplest form, taking the 
case of a man employed by a great limited liabihty company, 
it involves : — 

1. That the worker should receive, in addition to the standard 

wages of the tirade, some share in the final profit of the 
business, or the economy of production. 

2. That the worker should accumulate his share of profit, 

or part thereof, in the capital of the business employing 
him, thus gaining the ordinary rights and responsibilities 
of a shareholder.” 

Anyone who wants to know what has been done in the 
direction of adopting these two principles in industry generally 
should refer to the Report on Profit-sharing and Labour 
Co-partnership in the United Kingdom, issued by the Board 
of Trade in 1912.* According to this Report there were on ist 
August, 1912, six schemes of profit-sharing in agriculture, 
affecting 737 workers. Among the employers responsible for 
these schemes were Lord Rayleigh, -Messrs. Strutt and Parker, 
and Lady Wantage. This does not take account of agricul- 
tural co-operative societies, of which there were at that date 
335, mostly in Ireland. Some particulars of a co-partnership 
farm are given in the Report of the Wages Board Committee 
already mentioned. 

It must be admitted that, up to the date of the Board of 
Trade Report, the history of profit-sharing schemes in agricul- 
ture had not been very encouraging, for it was recorded that 
out of 18 schemes which had been started, 12 had been 
abandoned, but as the man who never makes a mistake 
never makes anything, so failure to succeed is no evidence that 
success is unattainable. The fact that six schemes had 
succeeded, or at any rate, survived — and I believe there 
are now others — shows that the problem is not insoluble. 

Value of a oloser Relationship between Employer and Employed. — 
I admit that if we accept the view that there are not now, 
and never again will be, any profits in farming, a discussion 
of methods of sharing them is waste of time. But I submit 
that, if only for the sake of argument, we must assume 
that farming in this country will be carried on, and as no indus- 
try can long be carried on without profits, the discussion is not 
quite futile. If there is any truth in the remarks which I 
made at the outset, we shall not get much help in the 

* Cd. 6496, 1912. Price post free ltd. Published by H.M. 

Stationery Office, Imperial House, Kingsway, London, W.C. 2. 
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times in which we now' live by quoting precedents from the 
Victorian era. The point to be established is that it is desirable 
that the workers should have a definite share in the financial 
results of their labour, and that the inducement to them to use 
their best efforts should not be merely the fear of losing their 
job. If this principle is right in itself, and if its adoption in 
agriculture will strengthen the bonds which should unite those 
engaged in the same calling, emphasise their common interest, 
and increase the production of the land, I cannot believe that 
the wit of man is incapable of devising a practical means of 
applying it. 

At the beginning of these remarks 1 referred to Ithe fact 
that it is not infrequent for a farmer to take counsel with 
the more experienced of his labourers, in regard to the oper- 
ations of the farm, and thus to invite him in a limited degree 
to take a share in the management. A tendency is also 
becoming prominent among the workers in other industries 
to claim a definite share in the control of the business in which 
they are employed. This is quite distinct from a claim to a 
share in the management, which may be given under a profit- 
sharing or co-partnership scheme, in respect of capital invested 
in the undertaking. I'he claim' is made by wage-earners as 
wage- earners. 

It has been expressed by a prominent Labour leader in these 
words : '' We invest our lives in these mines, which is of greater 
importance than the capital of the employer, and to that extent 
have a right to say as to what the conditions shall be, not merely 
the working conditions, but we are entitled to have some in- 
formation on the commercial side of the thing also. ’ ' Of course, 
it may be said that farming is not mining, and that the condi- 
tions of employment and the organisation of the industry are 
totally dissimilar. No doubt this is true, but the following 
quotation from a letter in The Times, written by Lord Robert 
Cecil in February last, suggests that the same idea which 
miners entertain is not entirely unknown in agriculture. Lord 
Robert wrote ; — At the late election in one of the villages in 
my constituency there was apparent a strong anti-employer 
feeling, and I was told that it was due to the fact that the 
local farmer — an incompetent man-declined to listen to the 
advice of the men employed by him, who had far greater 
experience in agriculture than he had. They argued that he 
was not only ruining himself, which was his affair, but in so 
doing he was ruining, or likely to ruin, them also, and that it 
was intolerable that they should not even be consulted before 
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such follies were perpetrated/' There may, of course, be 
another side to such a story. The conservative instinct — I am 
not talking of politics — is deeply rooted in everyone connected 
with the land, and in none more so than the agricultural 
labourer. I have no doubt that any progressive farmer who 
wished to introduce new practices, or to make experiments, 
would often do so in face of general criticism, if not hostility, 
from his men. I think also, that a farm, like a ship, can only 
be run by one captain, and that any attempt to farm by a 
committee would be the shortest road to ruin. The sort of 
feehng to which Lord Robert Cecil referred could only be 
aroused by a degree of tactlessness on the part of an employer 
in dealing with his men which we may hope is extremely 
rare. But the desire of workers in any capacity to be taken 
into confidence with regard to the business in which their 
lives are bound up, and on which their livelihood depends, is 
a natural one, and it seems to me that it is wisdom on 
the part of employers to recognise, and, so far as may be 
practicable, to meet it. 

The sum of the whole matter is, that the worker’s share 
in agriculture, and his position in the industry, will be 
determined in the long run by the general spirit of the relation- 
ship which exists between him and his employer, rather than 
by the precise definition of the terms of the relationship. 
Mutual respect, and confidence and consideration, cannot be 
defined, but it is in the cultivation of these qualities that the 
best outlook for the future lies, and where they exist there 
will be real co-operation for the promotion of the best interests 
of all engaged in the cultivation of the land. 


THE IMPROVEMENT OF LIVE STOCK 
IN ENGLAND AND WALES. 

REPORT FOR THE YEAR 1918-19; 

The future of British agriculture is a matter of uncertainty. 
The period of abnormal conditions, of fictitious values, of 
depleted labour and material, through which the country has 
just passed, has left agriculturists in a state of doubt as to what 
are the best lines to follow in reconstructing and developing 
an industry to which the War has given a revived importance. 

The live stock industry has not escaped the adverse effects 
of War, but the outlook is probably more encouraging than 
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in many other sections of agriculture. Thete is every indica- 
tion that the breeder of good stock will continue to secure a 
market for his sxirplus animals at remunerative jirices for some 
time to come, provided his customers — i.e., the producers of 
meat and milk — are able to carry on their business at a profit, 
l^ieeders will be well advised, therefore, to take all possible 
steps to secure increased production of high-class stock as 
part of the commercial reconstruction of the country. Such 
action should prove of financial advantage to themselves and 
tend to the welfare of the Nation. 

The Live Stock Scheme was not a war measure. It was 
introduced to grade up the inferior stock of the country by the 
introduction of more systematic and careful methods of breed- 
ing, 6f which many farmers knew little, or to which they were 
lamentably indifferent. The Scheme seeks to achieve its 
^iurpose by educating farmers to the use of sound pedigree 
sires and to the keeping of records of the milk yield of their 
cows, and financial assistance is provided to bring these methods 
within the reach of the smaller farmers. 

It was unfortunate that the introduction of the Scheme 
almost synchronised with the outbreak of the War. Its 
experimental stage has consequently been conducted under 
abnormal and adverse conditions, which have made progress 
more difficult than would otherwise have been the case. On 
the other hand, the War has accentuated the national im- 
portance of the live stock industry, and has demonstrated 
only too clearly the need of such a scheme to increase the 
home production of food by increasing the producing capabili- 
ties of our farm stock. 

In view of war conditions it is not surprising to find that the 
Scheme has not made much headway in some districts, but 
in those areas where it has been taken up there is encouraging 
evidence that it promises to achieve the objects in view. 

The process of improvement must necessarily be gradual, 
but the Live Stock Officers report, and the societies concerned 
bOar testimony to the fact, that some improvement in the 
quality of cattle is already to be noticed in those districts 
where the Scheme has operated for five years. In some 
directions, notably in milk recording, there is evidence to proVe 
that there is financial profit to be derived from the adoption 
of the Scheme. No other form of inducement is more likely 
to appeal to farmers and encourage them to give trial to itew 
methods; 
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The progress of a scheme such as the Live Stock Scheme 
cannot be adequately expressed in figures, and while the 
returns given in this Report are, on the whole, encouraging, 
it should be remembered that they only partially represent 
what has been accomplished. It is satisfactory, for example, 
to know that the number of pedigree sires located under the 
Scheme has increased annually, but the result is more satis- 
factory, as for every sire so located, a number of farmers, 
varying from lo upwards, are receiving a practical demonstra- 
tion of the advantages of good breeding. Many breeders, too, 
have purchased pedigree cows and heifers to mate with the 
Premium bulls, and not a few members of milk recording 
societies have become the owners of good-class bulls of milking 
strains. 

The year under review — ix., the year ending 31st March, 
1919 — completes the quinquennial period for which the 
Development Commissioners undertook to finance the Scheme. 
The following table shows the progress made annually during 
the 5 years of probation, and though it is too early yet to 
expect any marked improvement in the stock bred under the 
Scheme, the results obtained have satisfied the Board that the 
Scheme has justified its existence, and they have decided to 
continue it as one of their normal activities, and to extend and 
develop it as opportunity offers. 


Year xst April to 
31st March, except 
for 1914-13, which 
is for period 
xst February, 19x4, 
to 3xst March, 1915. 

Boars. 


Bulls. 


Horses. 

Milk 

Recording. 

Societies. 

Individuals. 

Boars. 

Societies. 

Individuals. 

Bulls, 

Societies, 

Stallions. 

Sociebes. 

Cows. 

X9X4-X5 

115 

Nil 

115 

369 

43 

497 

65 

72 

x6 

7 , 33 xt 

X9X5-X6 

x8o 

Nil 

X93 

489 

28 

633 


97 * 

20 

9>8ix 

xpxfi-xy 

186 

15 

2x6 

543 

15 

659 

93 * 

io8* 

22 

12,950 

X9I7-X8 

172 

92 

264 

578 

14 

710 

94 * 

IIO* 

23 

14,404 

I9x8<X9 

156 

X67 

350 

604 

7 

721 

lOI* 

122* 

27 

19,793 


• Excluding the Cumberland and Westmorland Heavy Horse Society, formed In X9X5-X6. 
t The recording figures for X914-18 are for years from ist April to 31st March, those for X918-X9 
for year from xst October to xst October. 


It may be of interest to compare some of the prices and service 
fees paid for the sires in respect of which particulars are available 
during the first and fifth years of the operation of the Scheme. 
In the financial year 1914-15 boars averaged £7 each, 
whereas in 1918-19 327 boars averaged £13 each. In the 
former year the service fee was 2s. 6<f. or less for 92 boars, 
over 2s. ()d. but less than 5s. for 21 boars, and in only two 
instances was it as much as 5s. In the year 1918-19 the fee 

2 T 
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for 64 boars was 2s. bd. or less, over 2s. 6rf. but less than 5s. 
for 149 boars, 5s. for 95 boars, and over 5s. for 19 boars. 

The bull figures show that in 1 914-15 the average cost of 
497 bulls was £36, whereas the average for 689 bulls in 1918-19 
had risen to ;^6i. In the former year 408 of the service f6fes 
were under 5s. and only 89 were over that amount ; in the 
latter year the comparative figures were 404 and 285. 

From the stallion returns it appears that the average hiring 
fee in 1 914-15 for 72 stallions was £232 and the average service 
fee £2 8s., and similar figures for 122 horses for 1918-19 
were £285 and £2 15s. 

Progress in the development of the Milk Recording Scheme 
was difficult under war conditions, and it is not rmsatisfactory 
to find that the number of cows recorded in 191 8-^1 9 was 
19.793 as compared with 7,331 in 1914-15. 

Crant* for Boars.- The high price of feeding stuffs and the 
difficulty in obtaining them during the War affected the pig- 
keeper more than any other owner of live stock. The result 
was that many breeding sows were slaughtered, and the number 
kept in some districts became so few that the keeping of a 
boar proved an unremunerative business. 

The Live Stock Officers were, however, successful in persuad- 
ing many of the boar owners under the Scheme to continue to 
provide approved sires, and the provision of the§e high-class 
boars at reasonable fees encouraged many small farmers to con- 
tinue to breed pigs which they would not have done otherwise 
in the times when pig breeding was not as profitable as it is 
to-day. 

The continuation or formation of boar societies, which at 
no time is an easy matter, was specially difficult during the 
War owing to the general unwillingness of farmers to provide 
or keep a boar solely for the use of members of a society, and 
to the fact that they regarded the annual grant of £3 as an 
insufficient inducement for them to do so. 

The Board decided, therefore, to offer grants to individual 
boar owners as well as to societies for approved sires. This 
amendment of the Scheme had the desired effect and brought 
about a substantial increase in the number of boars, and 
as pig keeping becomes more general there will be an increased 
demand for the services of high-class boars such as are provided 
under the Scheme. 

An instance was brought to the notice of the Board in which 
a boar provided under the Scheme at a cost of £10 los. was 
eventually deemed too valuable for use on cross-bred sows, and 
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was sold for 80 guineas to go into a pedigree herd. The average 
price of the boars located during the year was £13 2s. jd,, as 
compared with £9 6s. 8d, in the previous year. The increase 
is due largely to the higher prices ruling for stock, and does 
not indicate, of course, that the standard of sire provided has 
improved to a corresponding degree. On the other hand the 
fact that two boars located during the year were purchased at 
£52 IIS. and £42 IS., respectively, does suggest that owners are 
willing to pay a higher price for a well-bred boar than was 
formerly the case. 

The service fees charged for the use of the boars varied from 
2s. to los. and showed a higher average than in previous 
years. 

The number of boars subsidised during 1918-19 was 350, 
an increase of 86 on the preceding year. Of the 350 boars 
located, 137 were Large White, 10 1 Large Black, 35 (iloucester 
Old Spots, 24 Middle White, 23 Lincoln C urly Coat, 16 Cumber- 
land, 10 Berkshire and 4 Large White Ulsters. 

Granta for Bulls.— It is customary in most societies for a bull 
to be used for service for two years and then to be sold to the 
butcher. W hen the price obtained for slaughter equals or 
exceeds the amount a bull originally cost for breeding purposes 
the owner is satisfied, but he is not so pleased if the bull is dis- 
posed of for less than the cost price. 

In the first year of the Scheme the average cost of a (iovern- 
ment bull was only £36, and the purchaser therefore ran but 
Uttle risk of depreciation. The venture at the present time is 
far more speculative, as a similar animal costs over £60 and 
the grant payable to its owner is not increased. 

The Live Stock Officers report, moreover, that the service 
fees for approved bulls cannot be raised by any considerable 
amount, owing to the competition of mongrel sires at low fees. 

This question of the initial outlay is becoming the chief 
difficulty experienced in the formation and maintenance of 
bull societies and is becoming more acute every day as the 
price of suitable sires continues to rise. 

Farmers in many dairying districts dispose of their calves 
as soon as possible after birth, irrespective of the price they 
fetch, and are content, therefore, to serve their cows with as 
cheap a bull as they can obtain. 

This practice is not new, but the high price of milk is causing 
it to spread, and this makes the location of bulls suitable for 
improving dairy herds increasingly difficult, and useless in 
localities where the calves are sold for slaughter. 


2 T 2 
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It is satisfactory, therefore, to find that more bulls were 
located than in the previous year, and that there hais been a 
steady increase in the number of bull societies since the Scheme 
was started. 

For the reasons stated it is not, however, anticipated, unless 
conditions alter, that there will be any rapid increase in bull 
societies in the immediate future, and it is possible that some 
societies will cease to exist. 

Reports received by the Board show that the Scheme is 
improving the quality of the stock bred in the districts in which 
the Premium bulls are located. There is evidence that the 
progeny of subsidised bulls command higher prices at sales 
than those got by nondescript sires. It was reported to the 
Board that at one sale a young bull realised 120 guineas and a 
heifer 160 guineas, both animals being sired by Premium bulls. 
In another case a bull calf got by a subsidised bull was sold for 
3fx) guineas, while a Live Stock Officer reported that a bull 
which had been subsidised under the scheme sired subsequently 
nine bull calves which sold for an average of 511 guineas. 

Such instances bring home to farmers the financial advan- 
tages of using high-class sires, and in many societies members 
have purchased pedigree females in order to put to such sires 
to grade up their herds. 

The number of bulls located at the end of the'year 1918-19 
was 721, as compared with 710 in the previous year. 0/ these, 
714 were provided by 604 societies, and 7 by individual owners^ 

The average prices paid for the bulls were as follows ; — 
Devon £64 i8s. ^d., Shorthorn £63 7s. gd., Lincoln Red 
£(x) I2S. 2d., South Devon £59 is. 4d., Hereford £57 4s. sd., 
Welsh Black £42 9s. 5 d., other breeds £45 7s. These prices 
show an average increase of about £8 on last year’s amounts. 
The service fees paid varied from 2s. 6 d. to los. 6 d, and showed, 
on the whole, a higher average than in the previous year. 

Of the 721 bulls located, 446 were Shorthorn, 79 Hereford, 
71 Lincoln Red, 61 Devon, 43 Welsh Black, 13 South Devon, 
2 Aberdeen-Angus, 2 Jersey, 2 Guernsey and 2 Sussex. The 
choice of breed rests with members of a society and the Board 
do not, as is sometimes supposed, dictate to a society what 
type of sire is to be used by the members. 

NMvy NorM Cruit*. — No section of the Scheme has been 
more popular than that under which grants are made for 
heavy stallions, and there is little doubt that a larger sum could 
be spent to advantage in most counties on the improvement of 
heavy horses, if funds were available. 
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Heavy Horse Societies are authorised to choose the breed 
of stallion they think most suitable to the district, and to 
select and hire, without having to obtain the Live Stock Officer's 
approval, any sire they fancy. 

Many societies, however, consult their Live Stock Officer 
as to the suitability of the horse they propose to hire, and 
most of them, doubtless, are careful to pick from their members 
men who are regarded as good judges of a horse to act on the 
stallion selection committee. 

It is probable, owing to these reasons, and to the fact that 
only horses that have been registered by the Board of Agricul- 
ture are eligible for a grant, that but few stallions travelled 
under this Scheme are reported on by the Live Stock Officer 
as being unsuitable. 

The cost of hiring a stallion for the season has risen since 
1914, but the Live Stock Officers report that the standard of 
sires has not been lowered, and that the foals got by the pre- 
ceding year’s services show good quality and realise good prices. 

A feature worthy of note is that of the 101 societies subsidised 
for the season of 1918 only 17 were in existence prior to the 
introduction of the Scheme. This shows that farmers can be 
induced to combine for their common benefit when a practical 
demonstration proves to them that co-operation puts money 
in their pockets. 

In several cases societies have prospered sufficiently well 
to enable them to carry on without further financial assistance 
from the Board. 

Very few subsidised societies have “ come to grief ” owing 
to financial difficulties, and probably this is because the Board 
insist on (i) societies hiring stallions for the season instead 
of buying them, {2) the service fee being fixed with due regard 
to the hiring fee, (3) foal returns being furnished with a view 
of ascertaining the foal-getting record of the stallions hired, 
and (4) an audited statement of accounts being furnished to 
the Board each year. In short, financial stability is due to the 
societies being conducted on business lines. 

The formation of these 84 new Heavy Horse Societies has, 
no doubt, proved of benefit to owners of pedigree horses, as 
they probably prefer to let stallions to societies for an agreed 
sum of which they are assured rather than to travel their 
own horses and collect the fees — a somewhat difficult and 
speculative basiness at times. 

The number of societies subsidised for the 1918 season 
was 101 with 122 stallions, as compared with 94 societies and 
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no stallions in 1917. The number of mares served was 12,281, 
an average of 100 per stallion, as compared with 10,556 and an 
average of 96 in 1917. Assisted nominations {i.e., payment not 
exceeding one-half the normal service fee) were paid by the 
Board in respect of 2,165 mares. From the returns received 
60 per cent, of the mares served in 1917 proved in foal. 

The average hiring fee of the 122 stallions was ,^285 as 
compared with £258 in the previous year. The increase is 
probably not so great as a comparison with current hiring fees 
would reveal, and in response to many representations in this 
connection the Board have agreed to a maximum service fee 
of 4s. instead of £3 3s. for the current season. The average 
service fee paid during the 1918 season was £2 15s. M. 

The above figures do not include reference to the Cumberland 
and Westmorland Heavy Horse Society, as they do not hire 
stallions. They issue assisted nominations to mares belonging 
to small farmers for service by selected stallions. During 
the year under review 321 nominations were issued to 
46 stallions. 

Crants to Milk Reoordinar Sooletleo. — ^The progress made in this 
Section of the Live Stock Scheme during the year under review 
was encouraging, and the Milk Recording Scheme seems at 
last to have got well under way, and shows propiise of con- 
siderable extension. 

In 1917 the Board decided that it was desirable that all the 
Millc Recording Societies under the Scheme should operate for 
a uniform year — ist October to ist October. Uniformity was 
essential to the issue of the Board’s Register of Dairy Cows, and 
it will enable comparison to be made of the results of the opera- 
tions of the various societies. The number of societies 
operating for the year ended ist October, 1918, was 27, with 
639 members, 708 herds and 19,793 cows, as compared with 
22 societies, 441 members, 495 herds, and 12,950 cows in 
1916-17. The increase is not unsatisfactory if regard is had 
to the difficulty of forming and running a society in war-time. 
It is interesting to note that whereas the number of societies 
has increased by about 25 per cent, the number of cows has 
increased by nearly 50 per cent. This is partly due to the 
tendency to form large county societies with different branches, 
rather than several local societies in one county. 

The statements of accounts fmmished by the so<Seties afford 
evidence of the variation of the cost of running a society in 
different parts of the country. The cost to a society per cow 
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ranged from is. bd, to 7s. 4^., and the cost to the member per 
cow from ud. to 4s. lori. Local conditions are responsible to 
some extent for these marked difterences, but the chief factor 
is the salary paid to Recorders and Secretaries. This varies 
considerably, and the travelling expenses of a Recorder are 
higher in some districts than in others owing to the distribution 
of the herds of the members. Those who are called upon to 
contribute at the low rate of zicL per cow are very fortunate, 
for the Scheme is now showing that the benefits to be derived 
from it are worth a much higher contribution, and a payment 
of 5s. per cow is not excessive. The commercial value of the 
Board’s certificate, and of entry in the Register of Dairy 
( ows, is becoming more generally recognised, and with it the 
opposition to the payment of adequate levies and to some of 
the regulations of the Board is fast disappearing. Regulations 
become less irksome when financial advantages accrue from the 
observance of them, and as indication of the value of milk 
recording the following examples may be cited. At one sale 
the auctioneers expressed the opinion that the cows disposed 
of made from £15 to £20 more than they would have^done 
if sold without the Board’s certificate. In another case two 
non-pedigree cows with certificated milk records realised (175 
and £147 respectively, rrominence is now being given in 
many sale catalogues to the records of cows owned by members 
of Milk Recording Societies, and the more progressive societies 
are not slow to realise the advantage of such advertisement, 
and there is a growing movement among them to organise 
special sales for recorded cows. 

The number of milk-record certificates issued by the Board 
for the year under review was 4,178 to 47 b members, as com- 
pared with 2,189 to 230 members in the preceding year. Of 
these certificates two were in respect of cows (i Friesian and 
I Shorthorn) whose yields were over 15,000 lb. ; four (i 
Friesian and 3 Shorthorn) of cows with yields between 14,000' 
and 15,000 lb., eight (i Friesian and 7 Shorthorn) of cows 
whose records were over 13,000 lb., but under 14,000. 
The number of cows who had records between to, 000 
and 13,000 lb. was 210. There were 1,047 cows which 
yielded between 8,000 and 10,000 lb., 1,031 between 7,000 
and 8,000 lb., and 1,099 ^^^s with yields over 6,000 lb. 
and under 7,000. The remaining 777 cows had yields not 
exceeding 6,000 lb. 

Register of Dolry Cowo.— The number of cows entered in 
Volume II. of the Board’s Dairy Register is 1560 as compared 
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with 572 in Vol. I. Of this number i,ii8 are Shorthorn, 143 
Cross-bred, 130 Friesian, 124 Lincoln Red, 33 Red Poll, and 
the remaining 12 are of seven different breeds. 

The increased entry is an index of the growing appreciation 
of the value of the Register, and is due also to the fact that in 
addition to the entry of cows with certified yields of 8,000 lb. 
or over for the current year cows have also been admitted which 
have an annual average of 6,500 lb. or over on their certified 
jnelds for the last two years. 

The Register is not intended to rank as a Herd Book. Its 
main object is to encourage the keeping of authenticated milk 
records and the breeding of high-class dairy cattle, and it should 
prove of assistance to those breeders who are desirous of grad- 
ing up their dairy herds. 

Some of the societies which are now operating under the 
Milk Recording Scheme have adopted the valuable practice 
of marking calves out of recorded cows, and the Board hope 
to arrange at an early date for a uniform system of marking 
for all societies. 

There is reason to think that when conditions become more 
normal milk recording will be more readily taken up, but at 
present records are only kept in a very small percentage of the 
dairy herds of the country. It is hoped, however,- that fanners 
will soon realise that periodical weighing is the only reliable 
method of a.scertaining the amount of milk produced by a cow, 
and that if they are to can y on their business to full advantage 
they must satisfy themselves not only as to the quantity of milk 
produced, but as to its quality and the cost of its production. 
These aie factors of great importance to dairy farmers if they 
are to derive full benefit from their industry. 

In the Appendices will be found particulars of the societies 
arranged according to the Provinces into which the country 
has been divided. 

The following are the principal memoranda used in con- 
nection with the live stock operations of the Board, and copies 
of them can be obtained, free of charge, on application to the 
Secretary, Board of Agriculture and Fisheries, 4 , The Sanctuary, 
Westminster, London, S.W. i.- — 

L. 2. Bull Grant Regulations. 

L. 3. Horse Grant Regulations, 

L. 4. Milk Recording Regulations. 

L. XI. Boar Grant Regulations. 



Appendix A. 

Statement showing the Breeds of Boars located under the Scheme at the 
end of the Year iprf-ip, and the Average Prices. 
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Appendix B. 

Table showing the Service Fees of Boars located under the Scheme 
at the end of ike Year igi8-ig. 


Amount of Service Fees. 

Province. ^timber 

I/- I 1/6 I 2/- 2/6 3/- ! 3/6 U/- 1 4/6 I 5/- 1 6/- i 7/6 lo/- 


le Northern — (Cumberland, 
Durham, Northumber- 
land, Westmorland) . . 

2. Lancashire and Cheshire — 


3. Yorkshire 

! 4. West Midland — (Salop, 
Staffs, Warwick) 

3, Midland — (Derby, 
Leicester, Lindsey 
(Lines)) Notts, Rutland) 

6. Eastern — ^ds, Cambs, 
Essex, Herts, Hunts, 
Holland (Lines), Isle of 
Ely, Kesteven (Lines), 
Norfolk, Northants, 
Soke of Peterboro’, East 
Suffolk, West Suffolk).. 

7. South - Eastern — (Kent, 
Surrey, Sussex) 

6. Southern — (Berks, 
Bucks, Dorset, Hants, 
Isle of Wight, Middlesex, 
Oxford) 


9. Western — (Gloucester, 
Hereford, Somerset, 
Wilts, Worcester) 

10. Devon and Cornwall . . 


21 8 I 17 


17 16 71 


6 39 39 55 : 19 



Particulars of Service Fees 
for the first vear of 
the Scheme, ended 31st 
March, 19x5 


* 356 Boars were located 


at the end X9i8'X9. but ^rticulars as 
23 were not available for this Table, 


as to the Service Fees, etc., of 














Hereford. Lincoln Red. j Sbortbom. South Devon. Welsh Black. | Otitier Breeds. All Breeds. 


Appendix C. 

Statement showing ihe Breeds of Bulls located under the Scheme at the 
end of the Year igi8-ig and the Average Prices. 
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Table showing the Service Fees of Bulls located under the Scheme 
at the end of the Year igi8-xg. 


Province. 

Amount of Service Fees. 

Total 

Nuinber 

2/6 

3/“ 

3/6 

4/- 

4/6 

5 h 

5/6 

6/- 

7/- 

7/6 

10/- 

10/6 

of 

Bulls. 

X. Northern— (Cumberland, 
Durham, Northumber- 
land, Westmorland) . . 

1 

I 


5 


8 







15 

8. Lancashire and Cheshire 

4 

X 


7 

— 

17 


4 

— 

1 

3 

3 

39 

3. Yorkshire 

^9 

8 

3 

6 

— 

22 

- 

— 

— 

3 

X 

- 

62 

4. West Midland — (Salop, 
Staffs, Warwick) 

7 

3 

12 

8 

— 

19 

— 

I 

— 

— 


— 

50 

3. Midland — (Derby, Leices- 
ter, Lindsey (Lines) 
Notts, Rutland) 

8 

6 


10 

2 

37 


2 




__ 


73 

6, Eastern— (Beds, Cambs, 
Essex, Herts, Hunts, 
Holland (Linc^), Isle of 
Ely, Kesteven (Lines), 
Norfolk, Northants, Soke 
of Peterboro’, East Suf- 
folk, West Suffolk) . . 



2 



25 


« 


• 



37 

;. South - Eastern— (Kent, 
Surrey, Sussex) 

— 

— 

— 

5 

I 

18 

— 

4 


2 

1 

— 

3* 

8 . Soutbem— (Berks, 

Bucks, Dorset, Hants, 
Isle of Wight, Middlesex, 
Oxford) 

23 

4 

4 

7 


3 




I 



42 

9. Western — (Gloucester, 
Hereford, Somerhet, 

Wilts, Worcester) 

17 

14 

1 

7 

9 

3 

31 

X 

X 

_ 

i 

i 

_ 

_ 

83 

xo. Devon and Cornwall . . 

4 

13 

10 

II 

X 

20 

— 

3 

— 

^1 



63 

England 

83 

50 

45 

68 

7 

200 

x 

31 

3 

9 

4 

3 

494 

IX. South Wales — (Brecon, 
Cardigan, Carmarthen, 
Glamorgan, Monmouth, 
Pembroke, Radnor) . . 

27 

14 

; 14 

26 

I 

29 


X 

I 

x 



II4 

12. North Wales — (Angle- 
sey, Carnarvon, Denbigh, 
Flmt, Merioneth, Mont- 
gomery) 

421 

14 

6 

7 


II 





X 


8x 

WaUs 

69 1 38 

20 

33 

I 

40 

— 

X 

I 

I 

I 

— 

*95 

England and Wales . . 

152 1 78 i 65 

lOX 

8 

240 

I 

32 


xo 

5 

3 

♦689 

Particulars of Service Fees 
for the first year of the 
Scheme ended sxst 
March, 19x3 

265 

1 

57 

41 

42 

3 

88 

— 

— 

— 

1 

— 


497 


* 79t Bulls were loctted at the end of ioz8-ip, bnt the paiticulan u to Service Fee, etc«, of 
38 were not available lor tnis Table. 
















Appendix E. 

Statement as to the Number of Heavy Horse Societies and of the Stallions hired by them for the Season of xgi8. 
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* Exclusive of the Comberiand and Westmorland Society. t Five Societies issised no Assisted N< 



Table giving Particulars of the Operations of the 2j Milk Recording Societies for the Year ended ist Ociober, igi8- 
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♦ These four Societies did not operate for the full year, and are excluded from the calculations as to the yield of milk. 
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INCREASED PRODUCTION OF GRASS. 

Gervaise Turnbull, F.L.S., 

Late Agricultural Instructor, Wiltshire County Council. 

The use of artificial manures for grass is now recognised as a 
profitable means of improvement of land and increased pro- 
duction, with advantages over yard manure at least in economy 
of labour and improved quality. The object of this article 
is to put before the practical man in a concise form an epitome 
of the facts which have been gained from a careful examination 
by the writer of the results of most of the very numerous and 
scattered experiments on hay conducted up to date in England 
for many years — mainly in the Midlands and North — aided by 
personal experience. The comparative merits of the leading 
manures have been approximately gauged, with , ref erence to 
cost, as well as to weight, of hay. The figures under “Increase 
and Profit “ are average ones. Particular attention is directed 
to potash and phosphate if these manures can be obtgiined, botli 
for economy and all-round excellence. 

As with all cases of special manuring, good crops may be 
obtained from mixtures which do not pay for using, owing to 
their high cost. This is a point which has unfortunately often 
not been directly brought out in experiments, and which should 
always be specially kept in mind when nitrogenous fertilisers 
are employed. The writer has kept this point and suitability 
of soil prominently before him, though the profits shown 
are necessarily those derived from manure prices current at 
the time of the experiments, which are mostly pre-war, and from 
hay prices at 50s. (mostly) and 60s. per ton, and may, therefore, 
probably show some discrepancy at current rates. No account 
is taken of aftermath or residual values, but the latter in long 
series of experiments are necessarily included in the many cases 
where the plots are unchanged. 

Many kinds of soils are included, more especially the stronger 
types, and the relative merits are based, where possible, on 
strictly comparable results, and often on individual as well as 
average results where series comprise, as they often do, various 
centres. A feature of this manuring of much value at the present 
time is the smallness of the most profitable dressings. Want of 
attention to this may result in loss instead of profit, and a smaller 
area manured. 

(1) MEADOW NAY. 

Oomparatlvtt ValiiD of Manuroo.' — ^As the relative merits of the 
manures vary in different localities it is difficult to assign 
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more than an approximate estimate of their value, and the 
following table has been drawn up more as a guide to average 
merit than from excellence in any particular series of experi- 
ments, prices being reckoned on the basis mentioned. 

Increase of Crop. Amount of Profit. 

1. Complete manure. i. Complete, 

2. Nitrogen and phosphate. 2. Potash and phosphate. 

3. Potash and phosphate. 3. Nitrogen and phosphate. 

Potash and nitrogen. Nitrogen and potash. 

PTiosphate only. 4. Nitrogen only. 

4. Nitrogen only. 

5. Potash only. 

There is not, however, any marked difference between the 
first three lots, and except the superior yield of No. i and some 
exceptional returns from slag, they come very close together. 
Profit, therefore, turns a good deal on cost of nitrogen. 

Complate Artifielala. — A vast amoimt of experiment shows 
these to be invaluable, at least on run-down soils of all kinds, 
with almost a certainty of a bigger increase than with other 
mixtures. Cost is the one drawback, but this dressing pays 
very generally, though, where potash is not wanted, it may be 
unprofitable (as in 4-5 years in Wiltshire,* where it ranks 
about fourth, though first in yield, and many of the recent 
Western Counties’ trials). In Ireland, f for 13 years and at 
over 200 centres, it is put unreservedly first, with a far higher 
profit (14s.) than dung. It is profitable, too, on fertile soils. 
Aftermath and quality are of the best, and the gound is not 
“ drawn,” but on purely slag soils and in special cases it is not 
advisable to use it. Generally speaking, any of the common 
forms of nitrogen and phosphate, except bones, seem to be of 
much the same value, and, as with seeds, the form of potash 
appears to be immaterial. 

Amount of Manure. — Moderate dressings (i cwt. nitrate, 
3 cwt. superphosphate, 2-3 cwt. kainit) are safest, at any rate 
of nitrogen, and over i cwt. of nitrate may be less profitable, 
or a loss. 

Increase and Profit. — Increase not frequently over 15 cwt., 
and profit rarely per acre, and generally nearer los. 

Nitrovra Mid Phoaplmt**. — ^This combination comes very 
generally a good second so far as increase in concerned, and this, 
whether nitrate of soda or sulphate of ammonia is used, super- 
phosphate or slag. It is perhaps the most reliable mixture 

♦ Wilts. County Council Agriculture Education Committee, 1 91 1-19x4 
Reports, and Bristol Province Reports, 1914* 

t Irish Department of Agriculture Journal, 
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that can be used, as results are uniformly good, which is more 
than can be said when potash is included in a mixture, this 
manure being by no means always necessary. Quality is 
good, if not quite of the best, and it is suitable to many kinds 
of land. Examination of a great number of centres shows that 
it generally pays well, coming out first in 3 or 4 years out of 
five (second in yield) in the extensive Wiltshire experiments 
on both light and heavy land, most of which were duplicated. 

Amount of Manure . — Manuring up to cwt. of nitrate 
shows a very fair profit, but i cwt. is more general, and up to 
5 cwt. of slag or 3 cwt. of superphosphate. On the whole 
the crop is appreciably less than with a complete dressing, and 
the profit rather less, but not always. 

Increase and Profit . — About lo-ii cwt. per acre and 4s. 
to gs., but £i to 26s. 6 d. at 3 main centres.*** 

PotMh and Phosphate. — ^'fhis is undoubtedly one of the very 
best and safest mixtures, certainly the second-best all-round 
one. It is very reliable, and seldom gives an indifferent 
return on any class of land, and the (juality is the best of 
all. Either superphosphate or slag with kainit, or superphos- 
phate and sulphate of potash, have been mostly used, and 
can be trusted to show a profit as a rule, as has been the case 
also with sulphate or muriate of potash with slag. The profit 
from superphosphate is by no means confined to sandy and other 
light land, nor of slag to heavy land. 

The increase is rarely as much as a ton, or the profit £1, 
but nearer half these figures. On heavy, though very poor, 
land superphosphate may do better than slag in the mixture, 
provided there is plenty of lime (in the soil), which is a help 
to this combination. On heavy land of poor quality, f or if 
run-out, or wet and matty and mossy, superphosphate and 
sulphate of potash have sometimes proved of much value (with 
or without J ton ground lime) in increasing live weight or milk 
on 3- to 4- acre plots, where successful, initial cost being 25s. 
to 45s. per acre. Live weight increase has been up to 68 Ib.J 
and milk increase 80-90 gal.§ per acre per annum. The use of 
potash in such grazing trials has, however, so far generally 

♦ Cransiey, Cockle Park and Sevington, vide Journal Supplement No. 10, 
blit hay at 505. ton here. 

t At Saxmundham, on a limy soil, with 5 cwt. doses of slag, and 7 cwt. 
doses of superphosphate, but not with 10 cwt. doses of slag. Difference in 
favour of superphosphate over 12 years, iss, Sd. per acre (hay at 505. per 
ton). East ^ffolk Education Committee, 15. 1915. 

t Edinburgh and East Scotland College of Agriculture, Report 23 (Mutton) . 

I Midland Agricultural and Dairy College Bulletins, i, 2, 1 9x0-12 (Manuring 
for Milk), See also Harper- Adams College experiments. 
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been a failure financially, shown especially in the disastrous 
results on light, upland (Scotch) pastures, where the yield 
has sometimes been reduced (see Highland Society's Trans- 
actions, etc.). 

Evidence is, none the less, accumulating of the profit attached 
in practice to potash on sand* and chalk, f when used with slag 
or superphosphate, but experiments here are generally in hay, 
and it must ever be remembered that even for hay, super- 
phosphate, or especially slag, used alone, has often given a 
better monetary return, even sometimes on sand (Ripley). 
These grazing experiments are very valuable, as they are on a 
big scale and practically managed. As already remarked, 
soil lime is especially useful with this combination of manure, 
and farmers on Cornbrash and Oolite formations rich in lime 
have benefited much from this dressing. (See University 
College, Reading, Bulletin No. 15.) 

On peat,J potash and phosphate sometimes pay well, 10 s. 
or more per acre having been recorded from grazing, and £4 

£5 acre from hay in Sweden. Though so frequently 
mentioned in connection with light land, the most profitable 
records in hay are from strong land, e.g,, 39s. on very poor clay 
at Saxmundham, and 35s. on loam, and it is mainly on such 
land that a dressing of potash and phosphate has not infre- 
quently beaten a complete mixture in a series over some years, 
and this in bulk as well as in profit. In very extensive trials 
over the Midlands up to date the mixture has rarely failed to 
give a profit. 

Though placed second in profit it may easily be the most 
paying of all — quality and improved fertility considered — 
on lands where nitrogen has to be used with care, while it is 
usually cheap as well as economical, and for the outlay — some- 
times as little as 10 s. per acre — it undoubtedly gives the best 
return. It is sown in one operation. On gravel the Hook 
experiments on heather waste have shown extraordinary 
returns from slag and superphosphate used with potash and 
lime for hay, as have potash and slag at Wing (Bucks.). 

Amount of Manure , — J cwt. sulphate or muriate of potash and 
2 to 3 cwt. superphosphate shows a profit, but highest returns 
come from heavier dressings at longer intervals, whether 
superphosphate or slag. 

♦ See an account of remarkable results at Ripley. Surrey, by W. A, Cox 
in Farm and Home, 9th August, 1911, and "New Manuring for Mutton 
Experiments " (Edinburgh and East Scotland Agricultural College), 19x2. 
Davy Houses Field. Cockle Park Guide. 

t At ^plesham, Sussex, and Sevington, and on Heddington. Down, 
Devices. See Bath and West Journal, 1910-11. 

J Neglected Pastures, J. Struthers, West of Scotland Agricultural College. 
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Nltroff^n md Potasli. — ^This is a reliable and useful combina- 
tion, probably (as is sometimes notably the case with seeds 
hay) less useful on heavy than on light soils, though either 
manure alone is sometimes ineffective or objectionable. The 
returns have been found very similar to the last combination. 
It has been found useful on cold, stiff clay (Wilts.) but it may 
there be unproductive or unprofitable (East vSuffolk, Bicester,* 
etc., Cockle Park). Either form of nitrogen is useful ; it was 
second in profit in one 5-years series. (See also under 

Quality,” p. 616). 

Slnarle Manures. — As a rule these yield far less than mixtures, 
except at times phosphates, and even on real slag land mixtures 
seem to be seldom beaten. This applies especially to nitrate 
and to potash. To use potash alonej- can only be described 
as a gamble. It may be profitable or the reverse — apparently 
on any kind of land, and particularly on poor clay, it may 
cause severe loss. A mixture — of almost any description — • 
though short of a complete one, is often true economy. 

Increase and Profit, — Very variable ; nitrate 5-6 cwt. and 
profit, say 2s. to 3s. per acre. Sulphate of ammonia may give 
considerably more. 

Umg or Artiflolaio. — Season apart, there is not very much to 
choose in bulk or profit between the two, given moderate dres- 
sings (8 and 10 tons dung).J: Their use in conjunction is more 
uncertain in results, but it has a special interest at the present 
time, and is growing in popularity. Experimental results 
show that if so used in alternate years returns are more certain, 
and better on the whole, than from using dung every 4 years 
and artificials in the interim, and that they compare in the 
former case pretty well with the use of either separately. 
Yearly dunging of 15 and 16 loads seems unprofitable. After- 
math and labour are not included in this survey, but the latter 
speaks for itself. 

SiftfiT. — Dung plus slag is a combination well worth trying 
in these difficult times. Experiments with this combination 
have given very good results, and practical men have also told 
the writer of its value, as shown on ordinary meadow land, 
where also the alternate use of each is found useful in practice. 

♦ University College, Reading, Bulletin No. 15. Manuring of Grass Land 
in Oxfordshire . Newcastle Daily Chronicle, Report by Gilchrist, 1 6th September 
and 9th October, 1915. 

t Used alone potash has frequently reduced the yield (Wiltshire, Worcester, 
Cockle Parkl and also with seeds hay. Loss, 165. per acre at Cockle Park 
(Palace Leas). It has even done so used in combination. 

^ For dung see J. Porter's report on farms in Lancashire, etc. (Notts, 
Agnc. Society's Journal), and various. 
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From very numerous enquiries made he finds that on such land 
5 or 6 cwt. gives a good hay crop at first, but considerably less 
for subsequent dressings, and that frequently the second year 
is best on strong land ; but the inveterate neglect of the use of 
potash, and even of dung, seems partly to account for this 
disappointment, as well as the very infrequent trial of J-ton 
doses (which are preferred where they are practised), since 
second and further dressings have undoubtedly been found 
very profitable at times in practice. 

Attention is called to a point which is said to be of consider- 
able practical importance, but often neglected, viz., to sow in 
dry weather, and so avoid uneven distribution through the 
ground owing to the small lumps caused by rain. 

Tim* of Application — It is now recognised that February 
or March sowings often give good returns on light land, at any 
rate of aftermath, but on heavy land results are likely to be 
better the second year. It is not perhaps generally known that 
even August applications, in a wet season, have been found 
profitable for autumn grazing on slag land. It has been 
described as thoroughly sound ” practice where tried 
(Gospel Oak Training Farm, Wiltshire). Pretty good hay 
results have been obtained, it may be stated here, from March 
and April sowing of kainit (Wiltshire County Council-Reports, 
Midland College Reports) (see also “ Seeds Hay ”), and often 
fair crops from April sowing of superphosphate, though this 
is not advised. Extended doses of 5 cwt. have done rather 
better than the equivalent in 10- cwt. doses at Sevington and in 
Suffolk, and elsewhere sometimes, as regards hay. 

Bast Rasuits Rsoordaci. — The following table gives these over 
a series of years, leaving out of account the sensational profits 
recorded at Saxmundham and Kineton, as has been done under 
the heading " Increase and Profit.” 



Locality. 

No. of 
Years. 

Increase 
over un- 
nianiired. 

Profit per 
Acre. 




Cwt. 

5. d. 

Phosphate and Potash 

Cranslcy 

B 

16 

32 0 

Complete . . 

Salop . . 

12 

16J 

18 4 

Nitrogen and Potash 

Staffs. . . 

— 

IZ 

9 0 

Nitrogen and Phosphate . . 

Leeds . , 

I1-12 

— 

8 II 

Nitrogen and Phosphate , , 

Salop , . 

12 

15 

18 6 

Nitrogen only 

Leeds • . 

B 


7 0 
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loonomy of tmoll Drosolngo. — A notable feature in using 
artificials is the economy of small doses rather than large ones. 
This is well seen in a complete dressing, and is very noticeable 
in the Irish experiments, where 2 cwt. of any manure is not 
exceeded, and only slightly exceeded in the Wiltshire and Leeds 
trials, where good results have been obtained. It is specially 
noticeable with superphosphate, where excess, it seems, may 
give no result beyond waste, or, at any rate for outlay, bring 
in very little. In Northamptonshire on a poor clay the in- 
creased profit on 5 cwt. over 3 cwt. was only M. per acre in 
a total profit of 13s. 8^^. (First County Report), and it is to be 
feared that in practice much mamare has been wasted from this 
cause. 

Lime (Lime and SuparphoephateV—Liming very seldom pays 
directly. Even with superphosphate it is a somewhat doubtful 
investment, because slag may pay better. It has been clearly 
proved, however, that ground lime and superphosphate may do 
as well as or better than slag in live weight increase,* but here 
again slag^ays better on slag soils, even light ones (vSevington). 
It is worth noting, however, that there may^ be more profit 
from lime and superphosphate than from slag where hay is 
concerned. At Cransley, over 8 years, the profit from slag was 
17s. 2d, per acre yearly, while lime + superphosphate gave 
32s. M, (9.S'. and i6s., with hay at 305. per ton).| At the same 
time the profits on live weight were rather higher from slag, so 
great is the difference sometimes between the returns from 
hay and grazing, and so considerable the extra cost of the 
lime and superphosphate (43s. bd, per acre in 8 years) over 
that of slag; but generally lime and superphosphate may be 
said to succeed where slag succeeds. 

Lime and Slag\ is a speculation, and may give adverse 
financial results, . as it has seriously reduced both hay and live 
weight on light (Sevington) land compared with slag alone, 
and though better for hay on heavy land, and superior to lime 
alone, it does not appear to pay. 

* Superphosphate and ground lime were uolabiy better than slag at 
Cransley. and superior to some extent at Saxmundham, but at Cockle Park and 
Ssvington were on tiie whole inferior to slag in hay yield, whereas they were 
there distinctly superior to slag on the whole, in live weight increase, where 
5 cwt. of slag was used, and nearly equal with 10 cwt. Clearly, therefore, as 
regards yield, they can hold their own with slag on either light or heavy soil, 
and for either purpose. 

t At Sevington and Cockle Park, better suited to slag, slag paid 7s. and 
8 >. fd. hotter, respectively, on a nine years* average, of hay. Cost of lime 205. 
(at Sixmundham 285.) per ton ; 10 cwt. in every case. 

{ Cockle Park (see guide) and Cransley ; see also Lime and its Uses,** 
A-mitrong College Bulletin No. 12, 1915. 
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With seeds it has been found no improvement on lime. A 
good deal of caution seems desirable in adding lime to phos- 
phates and potash, in view of the expense involved and uncertain 
action, but the effect of the threefold combination at Hook, and 
especially at Rothamsted,* light and heavy soils respectively, 
shows how profitable it may be. The Oxfordshire experiments, 

, however, on some of the heaviest clays, indicate that even where 
there appears to be enough carbonate in the soil, liming may 
still be useful in cheaply setting free available potash, which 
is sometimes very deficient on soils which seem to be capable of 
improvement in this way, and it is noteworthy that .potash 
has more effect with superphosphate than with slag at Cockle 
Park. The use of lime with phosphates on some heavy soils 
would seem to be the safest investment of any. They are in 
need of both ; but slag and basic superphosphate used alone 
do not always shine here, though experience on the stil'fer types 
of Cornbrash and Oolite — where lime is often insufficient, though 
not notoriously so — shows that slag is useful here, whereas 
the lighter types of the same soils, which contain much lime, 
do well with superphosphate. It would seem, therefore, that 
these phosphates should have a better chance when fortified 
with lime on the worst soils, and the experiment is worth further 
trials and should not be confined to the North. One other 
feature of lime is worth notice. It generally improves the 
quality of the herbage, and its effect is distinctly less seen 
in meat than in hay. This is seen when ground lime is added 
to superphosphate at Cransley, Cockle Park and Sevington, 
and generally when slag followed lime. Slag itself varies in this 
respect, and is excellent for both purposes, and financially 
it always seems to be the better manure for grazing purposes, 
even though superphosphate and lime may be the more paying 
to use for hay. Phosphatic manures without nitrogen seem 
indeed to show some distinct tendency this way (live weight) 
as compared to their effect when nitrogenous manure is used 
along with them, when the tendency is more towards hay 
(which is always more profitable, even at 30s.), but here, too, 
phosphates used alone paid better. These considerations have 
some bearing on the different treatment of pasture and meadow 
land. 

• A very remarkable increase in leguminous plants was found at Rotham- 
sted when lime and chalk, or both, were applied where potash was used with 
nitrogen and phosphate, but almost nil when potash was withheld. The 
weight of hay was also increased by up to 22 J cwt. Somewhat similar results 
were achieved in the Northumberlanci experiments. 
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■mIo SuparphotphKt*. — Few experiments have yet been 
recorded, but in the Oxfordshire and in the Buckinghamshire 
trials* it was tested against slag, and in a few cases in Bucking- 
hamshire against superphosphate. The Buckinghamshire ex- 
periments were very extensive, and covered various kinds of 
soil, while the nine Oxfordshire trials, except two on sand, 
were mostly on the clays of the Lias, Gault and Oxford strata, 
which were mostly deficient in lime and responsive to slag, of very 
varying type, but inferior generally. Results clearly showed 
basic superphosphate to be almost uniformly useful where 
Ume was deficient (as it very generally was, notably in 
Buckinghamshire) and sometimes where it was sufficient. 
Slag behaved very similarly in the Oxford trials, as a rule, but 
was in Buckinghamshire almost invariably superior to basic 
superphosphate where lime was deficient, sometimes to a 
marked extent. At Wing and Mentmore, however, on gravel 
and chalk respectively, exceedingly deficient in lime, basic 
superphosphate was distinctly superior. 

As compared with superphosphate in the few tests made, 
its superiority in hme was not marked at weak-lime centres, 
and in a few cases it even seemed inferior to superphosphate. 
It was also uncertain in soils containing plenty of lime, being 
both good and indifferent. 

It may be said that where lime is weak basic superphosphate 
is useful, and yields increases up to 13 cwt. (Oxon.). 
The average in Buckinghamshire over 4 or 5 years at 10 
centres was 5J cwt., against 7 cwt. for slag, and 4J cwt. 
at 7 centres over 3 years in Oxfordshire. The manure was 
always used unmixed. On gravel its action was found rather 
quicker than that of kainit and still more than that of slag. 
It seems probable that better results would have been obtained 
by the addition of lime at some of the weak centres. 

(2) MIXED SEEDS HAY.f 

It is pretty clear from a study of the extensive Scotch and 
Enghsh trials that considerable profits over all kinds of soil 
are generally shown — ^without considering aftermath or quality 
— from artificials, losses being imusual. A complete manure 
gives the biggest crop, and if not invariably the most directly 
paying, it comes first for general excellence. 


• Bulletios Nos. 13 and 13, Reading University. 

t See Glasgow and West Scotland Agricultural College'^ Bulletins Nos. 
27 and 39. Eiinbargti and East Scotland Agricultural College Bulletin No. 13, 
Lancs. County Council Report, Midland Agricultural College Report, Leeds 
University Report. 
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Tlw Aimunt ti Nttragtn to use is undoubtedly the main con- 
sideration as regards bulk of hay, and potash and phosphates 
as regards clover, and a proper balance of the two is every- 
where shown to be the desideratum when quality is not 
sacrificed to bulk. Excess of nitrogen (2 cwt. of nitrate, or 
sometimes ij cwt.) is widely condemned as imdoubtedly 
depressing and even exterminating clover, but heavy soil 
stands more than does light, and in a one-year ley a market 
for coarse hay may overrule consideration of quality. A 
nitrogenous manure generally pays well or so) in mixed seeds, 
and a crop of 3 tons is common. There is little to choose 
between nitrate and sulphate of ammonia, in spite of acidity 
in the latter, but it is well worth while mixing the two, as 
more can be applied without injuring quality, and the result 
of mixing may give up to 3 cwt. extra hay, regardless of season 
(Middleton). 

Fotuh and Phosphates used together are, as a rule, only strik- 
ing as regards quality, though certain of the Western Counties 
trials'" show that, especially on light soils, they may pay better, 
and even give more hay than where nitrogen is used, and the 
latter should not be rashly employed. It should be noted that 
they have proved very useful in seed-growing, giving 1-2 
cwt. per acre extra in Scotland. 

Potash alone is a little uncertain, but undoubtedly useful, and 
nitrate and potash form a reliable mixture on many soils. 
Superphosphate alone sometimes pays best of all, but a com- 
bination is usually best. Lime seems to give inconclusive 
results. 

Time of Application . — It has been fairly clearly shown that 
winter or spring dressing as regards potash makes little or no 
difference to the hay, but that aftermath is more benefited 
by the former. 

Amount of Manure. — J-i cwt. sulphate of potash (this is 
enough to show a good profit), 2-3 cwt. superphosphate. 

QUALITY. 

The great value of artificials in relation to quality is being 
increasingly realised, and where no profit is shown in 
bulk of hay improved quality, fertility and aftermath may 
easily represent a not unprofitable outlay. Minor results have 
been turned into profits on poor land where the hay has been 

♦ BristoJ Proviiice Report, 1914. Somerset C. C. Report, 1915. 
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judged by feeding tests, and improved to the extent of los.* 
per acre with slag, and even more (17s.) when potash is included. 
Practical fanners have allowed that aftermaths after treat- 
ment with various artificial dressings were worth los. and 15s. 
per acre over unmanuredf, and the increase at a minimum 
estimate for the use of superphosphate on poor clayj has been 
put at the rate of 23s. per acre from an outlay of only 
los. 3<i. 

Much has been said of late years of the deteriorating effect 
of nitrogen on the herbage, even in meadows, owing to its 
action in reducing leguminous plants. This, however, seems 
to depend much on soil, though it occurs on both light and 
heavy land. From many quarters stress is laid upon the need 
of using nitrogen with considerable care, and even in meadows 
nitrogen may easily be wasted where clovers abound, because 
these do not then appear to perform their economical work, 
which should always be the goal aimed at where the nature 
of the herbage permits. Moreover, it does not always pay 
(it only paid in a few cases in the Oxford trials) . The complaint 
is also made against dung, but the writer, with others, has not 
found it so in practice, and has seldom noticed any ill effects 
from this cause in artificials, when phosphates were included in 
the mixture. 

Without any doubt phosphates are the key to success where 
quality is concerned, and are admirable, even when used alone. 
Undoubtedly, however, the trouble referred to exists (see also 
“ Mixed Seeds Hay ”) ; even complete manures may show it 
sometimes, and white clover may be considerably reduced 
thereby, while nitrogen used with potash on heavy land may be 
distinctly mischievous (an annual loss of 25s.). § This failing, 
however, seems to apply more to continuous dressings|| and it 
may be reduced by mixing nitrogenous manures with phos- 
phates. Potash is certainly les^ satisfactory and less certain 
than phosphate, but the combination is invariably excellent, 
and seems specially good at improving bottom herbage. Very 
generally this excellent combination gives the largest propor- 
tion of leguminous plants, but fortunately phosphates alone 
are sometimes all-sufficient, and have taken the first place on 


• Cock.e Park Guide. 

t Harper Adams College, Joint Report, 1910. 
t Northamptonshire County Council Report, 1915. 

I Cockle Park, Oxfordshire, Gloucestershire, Wiltshire, Buckinghamshire, 

etc. 

n The Oxford trials show fairly clearly this depressing effect of nitrogen 
(except in the coiwlete mixture) in the third year, but not before this, and then 
only slightly. The climax is not reached at Rothamsted until 50 years. 
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light and heavy soil in this respect in Gloucestershire* and 
at Cockle Park (Tree) respectively. It is important to notice, 
however, that a nitrogenous manure may do as well in clovers 
on some land (especially at Kineton) if it is tempered with 
phosphates, and still more with phosphates and' potash. This 
makes a very great difference, and represents no less than los. 
.per ton in the quality even at Cockle Park (Palace). Recent 
slagging should thus act as some corrective when nitrate of 
soda is applied alone for hay, and is one point in favour of the 
more frequent dressings of slag now advocated. 

The warnings against nitrogenous manures apply more 
particularly to pastures, and the loss in soil nitrogen is ad- 
mittedly far more in them than it is in the case of hay, just as 
the increase from potash and phosphate is very much greater 
than in hay (Cockle Park and Broomhaugh). Again, quality, 
according to the Cockle Park feeding trials, 1905-8, seems 
rather more a question of a high percentage of albuminoids 
than entirely one of leguminous plants, and in this respect a 
complete manuring (and very notably dung and slag) can be 
as good as a phosphatic, if not better, judging by the analyses 
of herbage given in 1907-8. 

Still, judged by continued feeding tests, phosphates, and 
especially phosphates and potash, for some reason,f give a hay 
of higher feeding value than does a manure containing artificial 
nitrogen, although the latter may also contain slag. 

It seems wise, therefore, to be strictly moderate in the use of 
nitrogen, and practical opinion endorses the value of slagged 
hay, and is not over fond of the " nitred ” article. This, 
however, means excess of nitrogen, which we have seen is 
likely to give unsatisfactory results. The deteriorating 
effect so clearly seen at Rothamsted was no doubt largely 
due to its long continuance, and to the immense quantities used. 
These are never wise, and the question turns on the relative 
value of quantity and quality when selling or feeding hay, 
provided aftermath is not much injured. The safe amoimt 
will depend a good deal on soil, and as much as 2 cwt. was found 
the best quantity to use after various tests by Leeds University, J 
in a complete dressing, even on light land, over many years 
and at various centres, quality not being mentioned. Un- 
doubtedly the matter is one of much economic importance at 


♦ Royal Agricultural College Scientific Bulletin (latest), 
t Something of the kind was also experienced in the Scotch pasture experi- 
ments already mentioned, showing the superlative feeding value obtained by 
the use of phosphates. 

{ X914 Guide. 
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the present time, and the great loss of soil nitrogen at Cockle 
Park (Palace), due to the use of nitrogenous manure on pastures 
is one of great significance. 

The whole question is, however, one of degree, as well as of 
kind of manure, for any kind, used alone, may, it seems, 
eventually, sometimes quickly, be injurious. Slag is not 
exempt, as the scathing comments sometimes made by farmers 
seem to indicate. Potash, for example, when used alone, 
may have actually injurious effects in encouraging coarse and 
unsatisfactory herbage, and when combined with nitrate it 
may be little better (and it has been known to reduce yield), 
though quite good at times, but almost any other combination 
of manures generally exercises, in some way or other, an in- 
creased power for good which farmers are still far from properly 
appreciating. Bad qualities are cancelled — when even nitro- 
genous manures are mixed together— and good ones revealed 
or improved on, and it may be said with some confidence that 
if a mineral manure does well when used alone its good quali- 
ties will persist in a combination. Where dung is introduced 
as well, however, in combination with artificials, the results 
are more uncertain, it would seem, and the marked inferiority 
in the feeding value of hay at Cockle Park when dung 
and complete artificials arc used, together or alternated, 
over their separate use, cannot pass unnoticed. It does not, 
however, materially lessen the quantity. The above remarks 
on the value of mixing artificials apply even more to quantity, 
and a good axiom is — “ when in doubt mix,” or use alternately, 
more especially nitrate of soda and sulphate of ammonia. 
The practical aspect of the question is seen well in the residual 
value of the artificial manures as shown by grazing. Any 
phosphate or complete manure plot is invariably very popular 
with cattle (pigs are very keen in this way on phosphates, it 
is said) potash apparently less so, owing to rougher herbage, 
and the writer’s own observations in Buckinghamshire and 
also to some extent in Wiltshire, over 2 or 3 years, show httle or 
no annual inferiority in clover or quahty, which continued good, 
where nitrogenous manures were not used alone, though these 
signs of inferiority were apparent throughout this period 
where nitrate only was used, cattle still preferring, till late 
autumn, any others but the dunged plot. The kainit plot 
also maintained its poor appearance. 

This after only two or three manurings, and after many 
years since the last manures were applied, shows that fairly 
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permanent results may be hoped for in a few years, and in a very 
few months much improvement may set in, though the good 
effects of potash may soon decline. It should be looked on 
as a capital investment. 

iffMt of Dunv. — With dung we are on surer ground. Here 
the Buckinghamshire and Cockle Park trials show on heavy 
soil a good proportion of leguminpus plants, and in Oxfordshire 
over 3 years little or no diminution over the unmanured (except 
somewhat on sand), while the Cirencester trials over many 
years show dung to be as good in this way as a complete dress- 
ing on light soil. The last centre also shows the striking “effects 
of other organic manures, especially guano, as herbage improvers, 
though inferior to phosphate, etc. Even Cockle Park trials 
with 8 tons give dunged hay a feeding value second only to 
slag, and show ys. per ton over the 50s. standard. It seems 
likely that extravagant use is mainly responsible for any bad 
results. These were worse with 15 than with 10 tons over 
9 years in Lancashire and 10 has been found excessive at Leeds. 
(See under paragraph “Dung or Artificials,” p. 611). The 
addition of slag appears to be an excellent corrective, and well 
worth trying. There is evidence* over many years that dung 
strikingly encourages the best grasses, although it increases 
weeds and brome grass notably, but it seems that when alter- 
nated with artificials, or only used every second year, that it 
is clearly better in this respect, and in showing fewer inferior 
grasses, and that it is always strongly antagonistic to bent 
grass. 

Iffaot of Artifiolalo on Wooito ond Craotoo. — ^To the credit of 
nitrogenous manures it must be said that they keep down 
weeds — ^better sometimes than phosphates, etc. They are 
decidedly best in this when not used alone, a complete dressing 
having been clearly shown to be the best in extended trials 
at Leeds, Cirencester and Rothamsted, all of which showed 
sulphate of ammonia to be specially use^l, weeds, and especi- 
ally buttercups, being at once reduced (Gloucester), whereas 
nitrate sometimes encourages them. As regards grasses these 
two manures always have great influence ; but it seems to 
depend very much on soil as to which kind to use, and (unlike 
their action on weeds) whether it is wise to use them alone, as 
their effect for good or ill, like their influence on legumes, 
evidently depends largely on how they are used, as their com- 
parative merits certainly do. Either may encourage good or 


• Drencester Bulletin and Leeds University Reports (various) . 
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bad grasses, but sulphate of ammonia has very great influence 
in the last direction (Leeds). A great feature of artificials 
generally is simplification of herbage, and properly used their 
power for good is great and could add enormously to the 
welfare of this country. 

Notes as to Rsfsrsnoes. — Some of the experiments on which this 
article is based are not covered in the references here given, 
but particulars of these, as also of many of the experiments to 
which reference is made, will be found in an article by the writer 
in this Journal for February, 1914, where they are tabulated 
in considerable detail. 

Particular attention is directed to the Cockle Park Guide, the 
Board’s Journal Supplement No. 5, the Reading University 
Bulletin (with maps and illustrations) and the Cirencester 
Bulletin, which contain much valuable information on this wide 
subject. 


THE COST OF STEAM THRESHING. 

In view of the general rise in threshing charges throughout 
the country it may be useful to publish figures* and facts 
relating to the costs of threshing contractors and the conditions 
under which they work. These may afford some guidance as 
to a reasonable standard of charges during the present season. 

It may be explained that the customs of the threshing 
trade vary considerably in different localities both as regards 
the basis of charges and the services rendered by the con- 
tractor. The most general practice of charging for threshing 
is by the day, with a minimum of half a day, or a minimum 
charge for setting the tackle. In many districts, however, 
the work is done on a piece-work basis, a method that is not 
always satisfactory, as the contractor usually pays his men 
at daily or weekly rates, whilst unexpected variations in the 
yield of crops may render the threshing charge either excessive 
to the farmer or unremunerative to the contractor. In some 
places the men have refused to do piece work. Threshing at 
piece-work rates is usually carried out at so much per quarter, 
but the following exceptional rates may be quoted : — 

(a) In East Anglia threshing is paid for by the coomb ” 
(4 bush.) or score (20 coombs or 10 qr.) ; 


* These figures have been obtained from members of the threshing trade. 
They have been carefully scrutinised and are believed to be in all cases leliable. 
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(6) In Cumberland the local rate is per " bag " (i| Carlisle 
bush. 5 imperial bush.). 

In a few districts, especially in the Western Counties, hourly 
rates obtain, usually with a minimum charge for setting the 
tackle. The contractor as a rule objects to this method as 
the men will not accept payment at time rates and insist on 
payment for any idle time between meals. The farmer, on 
the other hand, objects to pa3dng for more than the net time 
actually worked by the machinery. 

The number of men required depends to a certain extent 
on the size of the threshing box, but this number also. varies 
according to local conditions. There is also a good deal of 
variation in the number of men, besides the driver and feeder, 
who travel round with threshing sets, and consequently in the 
number of men whom the faurmer must supply. The threshing 
gangs which were organised during the War by Agricultural 
Executive Committees were purely war-time expedients, and 
will largely disappear this season. . 

There is considerable diversity in the method of papng the 
driver and feeder. In the past the farmer has sometimes 
paid the whole of these wages, but this practice appears to be 
d5nng out. In many cases, however, the farmer still pays 
part of these men’s wages, whilst a more general practice is 
for the farmer to pay victual money or supply actual food. 
It is evident, therefore, that the local conditions must alwa)re 
be taken into account when considering the cost of threshing 
to the farmer in any particular district. Where rates are low 
it may be found that the farmer is bearing a large part of the 
men's wages. 

The following statements refer to the costs of threshing 
proprietors ; no allowance is made for indirect remimeration 
of laboiu- borne by farmers. In practically all cases farmers 
have to supply coal and water, the cost of which must be added 
to the rates shown in order to arrive at the total cost to the 
farmer. 

Table I. («). — ^The table on p. 623, which refers to a South- 
Eastern district of England, shows the cost of steam threshing 
materials and laboxor for the years 1914 to 1919, and, with a 
few exceptions, the percentage increase each year. The in- 
crease of 1919 prices over those obtaining in 1914 varies from 
75 per cent, in the case of straw lines to 200 per cent, in the 
case of waterproof covers; the average increase is 147 per 
cent. 
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TaM* L (b ). — The following figures show the average 
outlay and the receipts and expenditure for one 
working at present prices : — 


Capital Outlay, 

The present cost of a new 8 h.p. engine and 5 ft. thresJtunf 
machine is {1 ,680, whilst the pre-war cost was {,700, The average 
of these amounts, viz., ;£i.i9o, may be taken as a fair valuation 
of an average set at present. ;fno will be required as working 
capital, giving a total capital outlay per set of £1,300. 

One Year’s Working Expenses 


Take the threshing season as extending from 1st August to 
1st April, i.e., 34 weeks, and the number of days worked as I20.* 


Wages : 

£ 

5. 

d. 

Driver, 34 weeks at £2 standing wage 

68 

0 

0 

„ bonus 6s, per day when threshing 

36 

0 

0 

Feeder, 34 weeks at £i 155. standing wage . . 

59 

10 

0 

,, bonus 55, per day when threshing 

30 

0 

0 

Casual labour moving tackle from farm to farm 

at 55. per week 

8 

10 

0 


£202 

0 

0 

Insurance : 

Men's Health Insurance and Employer's 

Liability Insurance . . 

1 

8 

0 

Fire Insurance and third party risk against 

accidents on the road 

* 8 

0 

0 

Materials : 

Oil, grease, waste, straw lines and sundries at 

4s. 6 d. per day 

27 

0 

0 

Repairs : To engines and machine, driving belts. 

waterproof covers, etc. 

90 

0 

0 

Depreciation ; On engine and machine . . 

75 

0 

0 

Total Working Expenses 


8 

0 


120 days' work at £4 55., which is the rate fixed for this 
season =£510, leaving about £100 profit, 


out of which supervisory, office, etc., expenses, have to be 
paid. This, it is estimated, will leave a return of barely 6 
per cent, on the capital invested (£1,300), and the maeffine 
owner has to work 96 days before recouping his expenses 
for the season. 

Table II.— The following figures show the receipts and 
expenditure for a threshing set in one of the principal com 
growing districts of the Eastern Counties. It is assumed that 

♦ This is perhaps rather a high average. In the case of a firm owning 
several sets of tackle it is not unusual for some of them to finish the season's 
.work before Christmas. 
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the set works 20 weeks of 4 days 
days in all : — 

ExPENDirUKE. 

£ 5 . d. 

Labour : Driver £63 

and Feeder £5^ . . 116 o o 

Supervision ancl ov<‘r- 

h('ad cliartjes . . 20 o o 

Matenals : ( )il and 

Waste £12 ; Fiu'l, 
etc., used on owner’s 
jiremises £10 , Covers 
£10 , Beltiiiff £ro , 

Jointing and Lacking 
£2 . . , . . . 44 o o 

Insurance : Health 

I ; Workmen’s 

C o rn p c n s a 1 1 o n 
£5 105 . ; Fire, etc 

£5 II 3 4 

Annual Fepairs : 

Labour £20 ; 

Mateiial £15 5s. od. 35 5 o 

IJepreciation on set* 50 o o 


Total . . £270 8 4 


each on the average, or 8o 
Receipts. 

£ 5 . ff- 

80 days threshing at 
£4 per day (the rate 
jiroposed tor this 
district) . . . . 320 o o 

I.,ess discount and al- 
lowance tor bad 

debts, etc. . . . . 20 o o 


£300 o o 

J’rofit £23 II 8 


If 100 days were worked the extra cost would be £56 105., 
and the extra receipts £y^, giving a total profit of £40 is. Hd. 
for the set. This probably represents about 3 per cent, upon 
capital. 

Tn a district in the South Midland Counties wages and 
materials (i.e., covers, belts, oil, etc.) have increased over 
100 per cent, since 1914, whilst annual repairs, which were 
neglected during the War, will now cost, it is stated, about 
150 per cent, more than in 1914. 

In conclusion it may be pointed out that in many instances 
the charges for threshing before the War were unduly low, 
especially in the case of small owner-drivers who usually 
purchased their tackle with borrowed capital. It is claimed 
that the charge of 30s. per day which was made in 1914 in many 
districts was not remunerative to the threshing proprietor. 
In some cases an even lower rate was charged. It will be seen 
that the threshing contractors' costs for labour and materials 
have on the average risen between loo per cent, and 150 per 
cent., and in view of this increase an advance on the 1914 
threshing rates, varying from 100 per cent, to 150 per cent, 
according to local conditions, may, on the whole, be considered 
fair and reasonable for this season ; but in those districts 
where unduly low rates were in operation before the War, 
it is possible that a larger increase may be justified. 

♦For the value of a threshing set, see Table i (6). 

2 X 
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“ Deep tillage ’’ or “ Subsoiling ” aims at stirring the sub- 
soil without at the same time mixing it with the surface soil 
Its object is to open the subsoil, thus 
Deep Tillage. affording freer access of air and more play 
to the roots of the growing plant. The 
operation also helps the passage of water and so makes the 
soil drier and warmer. It is especially useful in cases of 
“ pan,” however caused, and particularly in the case of clay 
pan, which is likely to occur where heavy land has been 
ploughed to the same depth year after year. As a general rule, 
and especially in the latter case, it is not of much use without 
a regular system of drainage, though sometimes with a porous 
subsoil and other favourable conditions the natural drainage 
will suffice. 

Early last spring a visit was paid by an officer of the Board 
to some land in the neighbourhood of Southchurch, near 
Southend, Essex, where some very practical object lessons 
in the value of deep tillage on land of the Brick Earth formation 
were inspected. It was possible to see, side by side, a field that 
had been subsoiled and a field that had not, both planted with 
wheat. The subsoiled land, worked on the flat, was firm and 
dry. The other was worked on the narrow stetch — water 
was lying in the furrows and the stetch was a quagmire 5 or 
6 in. deep. Beneath the quagmire, however, after sinking to 
the boot-tops, one found a very solid foothold. The sub- 
soiled land, on the contrary, was firm to the tread and uni- 
formly moist, but not too wet, to a depth of about 18 in. Here 
the subsoil was a kind of sandy clay, owing its hardness, 
apparently, to lack of organic matter. The fact that from a 
subsoiled field on the farm in question over 19 tons of Great 
Scot potatoes per acre were cropped in 1918 is, perhaps, 
sufficient testimony to the soundness of the procedure in 
this case. 

The gentleman at whose suggestion the visit was paid had, 
before his retirement, fanned extensively on Foulness Island. 
There the soil is a deep alluvium, resting on a porous subsoil. 
The land is flat and only a few feet above sea level. Ploughed 
to the ordinary depth of 6 in. or so the top soil becomes water- 
logged in winter, and in wet weather actually submerged. 
By means of deep steam tillage the hard layer beneath the 
surface had been broken and a large farm transformed from an 
almost derelict condition to a state of the highest productiveness. 

Subsoiling is best done in autumn, either prior to a root 
crop, or while the land is being bare-fallowed. The soil. 
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especially if heavy clay, should be as dry as possible ; if too 
wet there is a risk of puddling. The subsoiling should be 
done across the direction of the drains, to ensure more active 
drainage. 

The best and cheapest method is to use a subsoil plough with 
steam tackle. The implement used on the Southchurch land 
above referred to, however, was simply a plough body without 
the mould board. It was drawn by two horses in the wake of 
the ordinary plough, also drawn by two horses, and the 
combined operations reached a depth of about 18 in. The 
expense, therefore, amounts to an extra ploughing and would 
usually be incurred once in a rotation. 

It is impossible, especially in the absence of much experi- 
mental work, to lay down any general rules. On land of the 
character referred to in the instances given, deep tillage has 
proved its value ; and wherever drained land readily becomes 
waterlogged farmers might be advised to try the experiment 
on a small scale at first and regulate future action by results. 
Where there is clay mixed with sand or gravel, or where the 
subsoil is chalky, and the state of the upper surface in wet 
weather shows that the water is not getting away as it should, 
then drainage should be looked to and the question of deep 
tillage considered. 

Very extensive deposits of phosphate rock have recently 
been discovered at El Beroudj in the French Zone of Morocco. 

These deposits, which at the centre are 

PhoB^at^^ck in J25 kilometres (78 miles) from the 

port of Casablanca, are said to extend 
as far as Oued Zem and to cover a very considerable 
area ; the future Casablanca — Marrakesh railway will pass 
within a few kilometres of the centre. Preliminary investiga- 
tions made at different points suggest that the deposits may 
amount to more than 1,000,000,000 tons, and the samples 
which have been analysed give results of about 65 per cent. 

The concession for working these deposits ^iU be put up for 
public tender in a few months’ time ; the actual date on which 
tenders will be called for will be announced three or four months 
in advance. Meanwhile the “ cahier des charges ” and the 
conditions under which interested parties may carry out 
investigations have been published, and the works already 
undertaken by the Service of Mines are open to inspection. 
The concession will be granted to the company which offers 
the highest amount per ton exported from the Protectorate. 

2X2 
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The Protectorate Government attach the greatest importance 
to the exploiting of these deposits, and are anxious to attract 
the interest of powerful companies ; it is considered that a 
capital of 100,000,000 francs, (approximately £4,000,000) 
would be necessary properly to work the deposits. The 
company which obtains the concession will be called upon to 
contribute to the cost of constructing and equipping the 
necessary quays at Casablanca : as railways of at least i metre 
gauge will also have to be laid down, it will probably be quite 
two years before any phosphate rock can be exported. 

Further information can be obtained from M. Savry, Ohef du 
Service des Mines, Residence G6n^rale de la R^publique 
Fran^aise au Maroc, Rabat, Morocco. 


A tpMM Campaiffn. — With a view to inaugurating an effective 
rat destruction campaign throughout the country, before the 
winter migration sets in, it is suggested 

^me Snggestioiui Koard that a ‘‘ Rat Week ” should 

“'DeStion. * arranged for in the district of every 
Local Authority. A suitable week would 
be the period 20th — 27th October next. In order to obtain 
good results it is desirable that Local Authorities and Officers 
appointed to supervise rat destruction should immediately 
consider the best procedure. The ravages committed by 
rats last winter are too well known to need description here. 
A large amount of corn had to remain in the stack for a very 
long period owing to the exigencies of the War, and the amount 
of food consequently available for rats resulted in a heavy 
breeding stock of rats in many districts. Unless this stock 
is energetically attacked during the early autumn a repetition 
of the serious losses of essential foodstuffs is threatened for 
the coming winter. 

Many Local Authorities have realised the need of systematic 
rat destruction, with the result that they have appointed 
officers whose duty is to ensure that such destruction is carried 
out. It is hoped that the following notes may be helpful to 
those engaged in the task. 

In inaugurating a “ National Rat Week ” the goal aimed at 
is the simultaneous destruction of rats throughout the whole 
country by all and every suitable means available. The 
campaign should recognise the necessity for the coHtiniMUs 
destruction of rats arriving in ships in our harbours, and docks 
from overseas, and for steps being taken in all ports and dodCA 
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to prevent immigrant rats landing at any time. This need 
should steadily be kept in view and acted upon. 

Way* and Meana.— Those who are supervising rat destruction 
should now begin to consider ways and means. They should 
prepare the campaign in their district, and any arrangements 
contemplated should, as far as possible, be made in co-operation 
with those who are engaged on similar work in districts or 
counties adjacent to their own. 

It should also be borne in mind that the Military Authorities 
throughout the country are undertaking intensive rat destruction 
in camps, barracks and other places in military occupation. They 
are most anxious to work in co-operation with the inhabitants 
of civil areas surrounding such places, and should have the 
wholehearted support of the Local Authorities of such districts. 

Returns as to the normal rat infestation of all parts of the 
area to be treated should be collected ; the amount of poisons 
required (where poisons can be used), and of other media for 
rat destruction, should be computed, and arrangements made 
in good time for the requisite supplies to be obtained. 

It would be of great assistance if owners or occupiers of 
premises could be informed as to the desirability of immediately 
undertaking the rat-proofing of buildings used as food stores. 

VlllaR* Committeost— In each village a small committee might 
usefully be formed to undertake voluntarily the laying of baits, 
and to encourage trapping, ferreting, the use of carbon bi- 
sulphide, etc., during the rat week. It would assist if meetings 
could be convened at which the Local Authorities’ Rat Officer 
could unfold his plan of action, and obtain the support of local 
residents in the work. At these meetings the uses of the various 
media to be employed and the method of their application should 
be explained. 

FrIZM for Rat Deotraotion.— In places where rat clubs do not 
exist an effort might be made to institute’ a scheme by which 
prizes are offered for the largest number of rats caught within 
a given area. Land owners, farmers, market gardeners, fruit 
growers, poultry keepers, millers and others would doubtless 
be prepared to offer prizes, or contribute to a prize fund. The 
cost of the media employed should be borne by the owner 01 
occupier of the premises or lands treated, the immediate 
pecuniary benefit being primarily theirs — ^the prevention of 
waste of food at the source of production is of prime importance. 

intaataii Plaoaa. — In urban districts, in addition to infestation 
caused through defective drains, which it is imperative should 
be repaired, the refuse dump and the sewage farm are found 
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to be the chief sources of rat infestation. From October to 
March food in the open is scarce for rats and at such places as 
those mentioned large numbers can be destroyed. Slaughter 
houses, cattle and other produce markets are frequently b&dly 
infested, and these should be thoroughly attended to. Ware- 
houses at the docks frequently require attention ; and railwa}^ 
carry from the seaboard to the inland towns rats which, with 
their offspring, subsequently infest the food stores thoughout 
the country. 

RepratMl Aotion.— Although such systematic action will 
materially reduce the existing rat population, it is advisable 
to repeat the " rat- week ” at least twice before next spring, 
say in December and at the end of February before the spring 
migration and breeding season starts. 

The rat population might thus well be reduced to quite 40 
per cent, of that of a normal winter, but if such a result is 
to be obtained in the fight against the rodents (and in destroy- 
ing the rats we must not spare the mice) universal effort must 
be made throughout the Kingdom. Premises should be secured 
against their entry, and efforts to prevent them causing loss by 
stealing goods and destro3fing property should never be relaxed. 

The Rats Branch of the Board will give information if 
desired concerning various preparations used for the destruc- 
tion of rodents.* 


The present situation with regard to feeding-stuff supplies 
for poultry leaves much to be desired. While the majority of 
feeding stuffs are now on the market again > 
supplies generally are short, which means 
that, for the person needing only small 
consignments, they are often unobtainable. 
Prices, too, are high, though egg prices 
have shown a tendency throughout the 
season to remain at a figure that may be 
a reasonable margin of profit in well- 
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expected to allow 
managed flocks. 

The situation has not been eased by the drought which imtil 
quite recently has been fairly universal throughout the country 
in its intensity and continuance, and has contributed towards 
a shortage of green fodder that at this season of -the yfear can 
usually be counted upon to supplem^it the hand feeding. 
Early easing of the feeding stuff supply as regards the grain 


See also this Journal, May, 1919. pp- 203 and an. 
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feed is promised with the exceptionally early harvest, operations 
being already well advanced in most parts of the country. 

Poultry farmers and farmers who keep poultry as a side-line 
would be well advised, however, not to rely on the possibility 
of large supplies of tail grain, with the disappointing prospects 
this year of the spring- sown corn crops. Plans should be 
laid upon the assumption that the supplies available will be 
inadequate and of comparatively short duration. 

To this end every effort should be made by all owners of 
poultry stock to make the best possible use of such supplies 
as they may be able to obtain, and it is noteworthy that the 
present season of the year offers itself as the most suitable 
for the culling of flocks kept for egg production. The recent 
Annual Conference of Poultry Breeders at the College was 
unanimous for a vigorous culling campaign in this country on 
the lines of those undertaken by the Poultry Husbandry De- 
partment of the United States Department of Agriculture. 
The intimate relation between culling and the conservation of 
the food supply is borne out by the figures given for the State 
of Missouri, in which it is estimated that 80,000 birds were 
culled without an appreciable deterioration in the egg returns 
for the State. 

The British poultry keeper can be confidently recommended 
to resort to the culling out of his flocks at the present season, 
because the curve of egg production shows a maximum decline 
at this time of the year and the temporary increase of food on 
stubbles and by threshing will make it possible to bring culled 
stock into a marketable condition for the table. 

With regard to the method of determining whether culling 
is necessary in any particular flock, facts presented at the above 
Conference showed conclusively : — 

(а) That birds that had passed their third season of laying 

rarely leave sufficient profit, over and above the cost of 
food, to justify their being kept as layers. 

(б) That the question of culling being necessary or urgent 

should be determined by reference to the egg yield of 
the particular flock. 

The egg output necessary per day per 100 hens just to meet 
the cost of food is determined from the formula x 3, where 
X is the price of food per 100 lb. and y the current price of eggs 
per dozen. 

The above formula is based upon the assumed consumption 
of 4 oz. of food per bird per day, which has been shown in the 
laying trials to be the average daily consumption per birdi 
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The fonnula also assumes that aU food has to be purchased, 
the consumer of home-produced foods being in the fortunate 
position of producing marketable eggs at a cheaper rate. 

To aid the reader of these notes in the application of this 
formula to local conditions the following present prices of 
feeding stuffs in common use are given : — 


Per 100 tt). 

5 . d. 

Bran .. .. .. .. .. .. .. 137 

Fish Meal . . . . . . . , . . . . 22 9 

Clover Meal . . . . . . . . . . . . 10 8 

Compound Meal (chiefly Palm Kernel) .. . 16 8 

Sharps .. .. .. .. .. .. .. 15 2 

Maize Germ Meal . . . . . . . . . . 22 i 

Mixed Poultry Grain . . . . . . . . . . 20 o 


Final Report of the 
Departmental 
Committee on Live 
Stock and Meat 
Production. 


The Committee appointed by the President of the Board of 
Agriculture and Fisheries on 24th January, 1918, to consider 
all statistical returns relating to the number 
of live stock in the United Kingdom and 
to the home production of meat, have 
recently issued their final report. The 
Committee were constituted as follows: — 
Sir Henry Rew^ K.C.B., Chairman ; Sir 
Thomas Middleton, K.B.E., C.B., Professor T. B. Wood, 
C.B.E. ; Mr, K. H. Hooker, Board of Agriculture and Fisheries ; 
Sir Robert Greig, M.C, ; Mr. J. M. Ramsay, O.B.E., Board of 
Agriculture for Scotland ; Mr. J. R. Campbell ; Mr. J. Hooper, 
Department of Agriculture and Technical Instruction for 
Ireland ; Mr. G. Udny Yule, C.B.E. ; Professor Conner, C.B.E.; 
Mr. Anker Simmons, C.B.E., Ministry of Food ; Mr. H. W. 
Macrosty, O.B.E., Board of Trade. Mr. R. Ross, Board of 
Agriculture and Fisheries, was appointed Secretary. On the 
1st July, 1918, Professor Conner, C.B.E., resigned from the 
Committee and Mr. J. B. Guild, M.B.E., Ministry of Food, 
was added to the Committee in his stead. 

The work of the Committee fell under two main headings — 
(a) Estimates of the number of live stock in Great Britain 
each month and in Ireland every second month, and (6) 
Forecasts of the number of cattle and sheep which would come 
l^ard for slaughter and the quantity of home-produced meat 
w\ch would become available. 

ds stated that the slaughter of cattle and sheep was excep- 
Jion^y heavy during the closing months of . 1917 and the 
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Committee estimated that the number of cattle slaughtered 
in the last six months of that year was some 150,000 to 200,000, 
and of sheep about 800,000 greater than usual. The number 
of sheep had also already been reduced owing to the very bad 
lambing season of 1917. The number of pigs at the beginning 
of 1918 was also much below the normal, the estimated number 
of breeding sows being much smaller than that recorded in 
June of any year since sows were first separately distinguished 
in the Agricultural Returns in 1893. During the early months 
of 1918, however, the number of cattle and sheep slaughtered 
was less than usual, and the herd gradually increased, so that 
on 4th June, 1918, there were only 27,000 fewer cattle in Great 
Britain than a year earlier. The reduction in the number of 
sheep had not been made good, and on 4th June, 1918, there 
were 700,000 fewer sheep and lambs in Great Britain than a 
year earlier, the reduction being practically equal to the 
estimated exceptional losses in the lambing season of 1917. 
The number of pigs had been reduced by 225,000. 

A comparison between the Committee’s estimates of the 
number of live stock in (ireat Britain on 4th Juno, 1918, made 
before the Agricultural Returns were available, with the 
ascertained figures, is as follows : — 



('omiruttec s 

1 estimate. 

Agricultural 

Ib'turns. 

1 

Dairy Herd . . . . . . . . - 

Beef Cattle' . . . . . . . . i 

Calves 

2,(180,000 

2,800,000 

I ,(j(> 0,()00 

3.0 ^0,000 

2.852.000 

1.528.000 

Total Cattle ' 

7, ) 40,000 

7,410,000 

Breeding Ewes 

Other Sheep (including Lambh) 

9,250,000 

13,750,000 

9,501,000 

13,852,000 

Total Sheep . . . . . . . . 

, 23,000,000 

23.35 

Breeding Sows 

Other Pigs 

290,000 

I 1,590,000 

306,000 

1,519,000 

Total Pigs , . . . , . . . 

1,880,000 

1 

1,825,000 


From June, 1918, to June, 1919, the slaughter of cattle each 
month was more nearly normal than in the previous twelve 
months, and the Committee estimated that the number of 
cattle had been maintained. They were of opinion, however, 
that the flocks of the country had been much further reduced 
and that the number of sheep and lambs in Great Britain was 
about 1,800,000 less than the number shown on 4th June, 1918 
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in the Agricultural Returns. The Committee estimated that 
on 4th June, 1919, the number of breeding sows was no greater 
than a year earlier, but the number of other pigs had increased. 

The number of cattle and sheep in Ireland, as in Great Britain, 
decreased between ist June, 1917, and ist June, 1918, but there 
was a slight increase in the number of pigs during the twelve 
months. Estimates foj ist June, 1919, are not yet available, 
but the previous estimates during the year indicate that the 
present position in Ireland is very similar to that in Great 
Britain, viz. — that the number of cattle is substantially the 
same as a year ago, and that the flocks have been reduced. 
The number of breeding sows seems to have been maintained 
and the number of other pigs to have increased during the 
twelve months ended ist June, 1919. 

The C ommittee estimated the number of cattle which would 
come forward for slaughter in Great Britain and the weight 
of beef which would be produced during the twelve months 
October, 1918 — September, 1919, as follows: — 


— 

j Estimated 

1 Number ol 

1 Cattle to 
' be offered 
for 

i Slaughter. 

1 

Estimated 

Ave-iagc 

I ircssed 
C'arrass 
Weight, 

Estimated 
l^odiiction 
of Beef. 

October to Occcmbcr, 1918 
January to March, 1919 

April to June, 1919 

July to September, 1919 

1 

' (k)o,ooo 

520,000 
‘ 4 tSo,ooo 1 

, 600,000 

Lb. 

1 5.50 

510 

560 

Tons, 

147.000 

125.000 

10 9,000 

150.000 

Total 

' 2,200,000 

1 ! 

— J 

531,000 


Similar estimates regarding the slaughter of sheep and 
lambs were made as follows : — 



E.stimatcd 
Number of 
Sheep and 
Lambs to 
be offered 
for 

Slaughter, 

Estimated 

Average 

Drc,ssed 

Carcass 

Weight. 

Estimated 
Production 
of Mutton 
and I^mb. 

October to December, 1918 
January to March, 1919 

April to June, 1919 

July to September, 1919 

2.700.000 

1.620.000 

1.980.000 

2.700.000 

Lb, 

50 

56 

54 

43 

Tons, 

60.000 

40.000 

48.000 

52.000 

Total 

9,000 ,opo 

— 

200,000 
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Up to the present these estimates have been fully justified, 
the number of cattle and sheep which have been slaughtered 
(according to the hide and sheep skin returns) being as 
follows : — 


— 

No. ol 
( altl(‘ 

sJaughteieii. 

- 

No. ol 
Sheep and 
Danibs 
slaughtered. 

October to December, 1918 . . , . . . 

January to March, 1919 . . . . . . I 

April to June, 1919 . . . . . . . . 1 

tx)9,ooo 

525.000 

5.10.000 

2.675.000 

1.583.000 

1.915.000 


The system of monthly (in the case of Ireland two-monthly) 
returns of the changes in the numbers of live stock in certain 
districts, which was started in June, 1917, has now been 
discontinued. It has not always been easy to induce some 
stock-owners to make these returns, the value of which was not 
apparent to them, and while they complied with the request 
of the Boards during the War, their reluctance to continue to 
do so became in some cases marked. The data collected in 
this way over a period of two years will afford useful material 
for estimating seasonal changes in future. 


OFFICIAL NOTICES AND CIRCULARS. 

N,B. — The Orders which may he mentioned in this section of the 
Journal may usually he obtained at the price of id, each from 
H,M. Stationery Office, Imperial House, Ki^gsway, London, 
W.C 2, and 28, Abingdon Street, London, S.W. i ; 37, Peter 
Street, Manche^er, and i, St. Andrew's Crescent, Cardiff. 

Arrangements have been made whereby flour millers will be in a 
position to purchase all home-grown wheat of the 1919 harvest offered 
to them at such prices as will produce for the 
Prices of the Wheat whole crop an average Gazette price of 71s. iid. 
Crop of 1919. per qr. of 480 lb., equivalent to 755. 6d. per 
qr, of 504 lb. 

While the average price will be j^sff>d, per qr. of 504 lb. the market 
will be free, and each sample of wheat will be bought on its merits ; 
if of milling value above the average it will be worth more than 75s. 6^., 
while samples of inferior quality or out of condition will only be saleable 
at prices below the average. Every seller of wheat will have to make 
the best terms he can, as under the ordinary pre-war conditions of a 
free market, and will not have the right to call upon a miller to buy at 
75s, 6<i. or any other price. 

While it is anticipated that the average price will be at least 75s. 6rf. 
per qr. of 504 lb., equivalent to 715. iid, per qr. of 480 lb.. Gazette 
prices will be collected as usual, and if at the end of March, 1920, the 
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average Gazette price should prove to be lower than 71$. iid. per 4S0 lb. 
payment will be made, as promised, to the grower of each acre of wheat 
of four times the difierence between 71s. iid, and the average Gazette 
price of wheat for the seven months September, igig to March, 1920. 


The prices guaranteed by the Ck>vernment of barley, oats, and rye 
for 1919 are as follows : — 

Barley, 61s. per qr. of 400 lb. 

Prices of the Barley, Oats, 445. id. per qr. of 312 lb. 

Oats and Rye Crops Rye, 71s. iid. per qr. of 480 lb. 

of 1919. ^ far as can at present be foreseen it is 

probable that the average prices obtained by 
growers for barley, oats and rye of the 1919 harvest will ekceed the 
prices guaranteed by the Government, but if the average price should 
prove to be lower than the guaranteed prices effect will be given to the 
guarantees by the method adopted in Part I. of the Corn Production 
Act, 1 91 7, This involves payment to growers of any difference between 
“ average prices and the above guaranteed prices. 

For the purpose of this calculation the Jollowing yields per acre 
are assumed : — Barley 4 qr., oats 5 qr., rye qr., and payment is made 
in respect of four-fifths of the acreage of barley and two -thirds of the 
acreage of oats. Only the acreage of rye wliich is harvested for grain 
may be reckoned. 

The payment for each acre of corn will thus be calculated on the 
following basis : — 

Barley . — Four times four-fifths of the difference between the average 
and the guaranteed price. 

Oats . — Five times two-thirds of the difference betweeil the average 
and the guaranteed price. 

Rye . — ^Three and a half times the difference between the average 
and the guaranteed price. 

All pajmients under the guarantee are subject to the provisions of 
Clause I (b) of the Corn IVoduction Act, 1917, which .states “if it 
appears to the Board that any such land has been negligently cultivated, 
the lk)ard may either withhold altogether the payments to which the 
occupier would otherwise have been entitled or may dimmish the 
amount of those payments to such extent as the Board think proper 
to meet the circumstances of the case.** 


An Order (No. 1013), dated 14th August, 1919, has been made by the 
Food Controller to the effect that : — 

Part I. — Restriction on Use anp Sale by 
The Cereab Weight. 

(Reftriction) Order, i. Wheat to he used only for Seed or Flour . — 
1919. (a) A person shall not use any wheat except 

for the purpose of seed, or except in the process 

of manufacturing Hour. 

(6) This clause shall not apply : — 

(i.) to tailings or screenings of wheat which are unfit for use in 
the manufacture of flour for human food, and which have 
been certified as such under a certificate in Great Britain 
of any two members of a pand to be appointed by or under 
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the authority of the Food Controller for the purposes of 
this Clause, and in Ireland of any person or persons to be^ 
appointed for the purpose by or under the authority of the 
Food Controller ; or 

(ii.) wheat which has been so damaged as to be unfit for use in 
the manufacture of flour for human food and which has been 
certified as such in accordance with the provisions of the 
preceding Sub-clause. 

2. Use of Wheaten Flour, etc. — k. person shall not use any wheaten 
flour, rice or rice flour except in the manufacture of articles suitable for 
human food, or use any article containing any wheaten flour, rice or 
rice flour except as human food. 

3. Damaging Wheats etc. — A. person shall not damage or permit to 
be damaged or treat or permit to be treated, any wheat, wheaten flour, 
rice or rice flour or any article containing wheat, wheaten flour, rice or 
rice flour so as to render the same less fit for the purposes of seed or 
the manufacture of flour or articles suitable for hu man food, or waste 
or permit to be wasted any such grain, flour or article. 

4. Samples. — Any person authorised by the Food Controller may take 
samples of any wheat, wheaten flour, rice or rice flour or other article 
which he has reason to suspect is being used, damaged or treated or is 
intended to be used, damaged or treated in contravention of this Order. 

5. Restriction on Sales. — A person shall not sell or offer to sell any 
wheat or any tailings or screenings of wheat (other than wheat, 
tailings or screenings certified under the provisions of Clause i of this 
Order as unfit for use in the manufacture of flour for human food) to 
any person other than — 

(i.) a miller bu3dng for the purposes of the manufacture of 
flour ; or 

(ii.) a person who in the ordinary way of business deals in wheat 
for the purpose of his livelihood ; or 
(iii.) a person requiring and holding a licence granted by or 
under the authority of the Food Controller for the purpose 
of entitling him to use wheat or tailings or screenings of 
wheat for a manufacturing business carried on by him ; or 
(iv.) in the case of wheat which is suitable for seed, a person 
buying wheat specifically for the purpose of seed : 
and a person not being a person to whom wheat or tailings or screenings 
of wheat may lawfully be sold under the foregoing provisions of this 
Clause, shall not buy or offer to buy wheat or tailings or screenings of 
wheat accordingly. 

6. Sales to he by Weight. — A person shall not sell or offer to sell any 
wheat, barley or oats, whether imported or home grown and whether 
mechanically treated or not, otherwise than by weight. 

Part II. — ^Maximum Price for Damaged Wheat. 

7. Maximum Price. — Subject as hereinafter provided, no wheat 
which has been so damaged as to be unfit for use in the manufacture 
of flour for human food and no tailings or screenings of wheat which are 
unfit for use in the manufacture of flour for human food, may be sold 
by or on behalf of the producer in the case of wheat harvested in the 
United Kingdom or by or on behalf of the importer in the case of 
imported wheat, at a price exceeding a price at the rate of 72s. per qr 
of 
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8. On the occasion of the purchase of any wheat or tailings or 
screenings of wheat to which Clause 7 applies from any person other than 
the producer or importer of the grain sold, the maximum price shall be 
ascertained by adding is, per qr. to the price otherwise applicable 
according to the foregoing provisions of this Order, provided that where 
the total quantity purchased by one buyer from one seller does not in 
any period of seven consecutive days including the day of sale exceed 
7J qr., the maximum price in respect of each qr. so purchased shall be 
ascertained by adding 55. per qr. to the price otherwise applicable 
according to the foregoing provisions of this Order, and where such total 
quantity does not in that period amount to half a quarter the maximum 
price in respect of such sales shall be ascertained by adding g$, per qr. 
to the price otherwise applicable according to the foregoing provisions 
of this Order, and where such total quantity does not in that period 
exceed 28 lb., the maximum price in respect of such sales shall be the 
actual cost to the seller with the addition of a sum at the rate of Jd. 
per lb. 

9. Terms of Trading. — {a) The maximum price under this Order 
for wheat harvested in the United Kingdom or tailings or screenings 
of such wheat, to which Clause 7 applies, are fixed on the basis of the 
following terms and conditions being applicable to the transaction : — 

(i.) Payment to be net cash within seven da3rs of completion 
of delivery, and moneys then unpaid thereafter to carry 
interest not exceeding the rate of 5 per cent, per annum 
or Bank Rate, whichever shall be the higher. 

(ii.) The grain to be delivered by the producer free on rail or 
barge, or to mill or store in accordance with the usual custom 
of the district. 

(iii.) Any freight, haulage, porterage and cartage incurred after 
delivery in accordance with Sub-clause (ii.) of this Clause, 
to be for buyer's account. 

(iv.) All sack hire up to and including the time of delivery 
to rail, barge, mill or store by the producer, to be for the 
producer’s account, and all charges for sack subsequent 
thereto to be for the buyer’s account. 

[b) Where the grain is sold on terms and conditions other than the 
terms and conditions stated in the foregoing part of this Clause, a corres- 
ponding adjustment shall be made in the maximum price. 

In particular : — 

(i ) Where grain is delivered by the producer to a distance 
greater than the distance corresponding with the usual 
custom of the district a sum at the rate of is, per ton per 
mile for the extra distance shall be added to the maximum 
price. 

(ii.) Where the grain is delivered by the producer at his premises 
a sum at the rate of gd, per ton per mile for the distance 
corresponding with the usual custom of the district shall 
be deducted from the maximum price. 

10. (a) The maximum prices applicable under this Order for im- 
ported wheat or tailings or screenings of such wheat, to which Clause 7 
applies, are fixed on the basis of the following terms and conditions 
bdng applicable to the transaction : — 

(i.) Seles by importers to be ex quay, store or granary and grain 
shipped in bags to be sold gross weight, including t>aga» 
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no charge being made for bags. Other terms of sale (except 
as hereinafter specifically provided) to be in accordance with 
the usual custom of the trade. All storage, transport and 
other charges incurred after sale by the importer to be for 
account of the ultimate buyer. 

(ii.) On sales by importers, payments to be net cash against Bill 
of Lading Warrant or approved Delivery Order. On all 
other sales, payment to be net cash witliin seven days of 
completion of delivery, and moneys then unpaid thereafter 
to carry interest not exceeding the rate of 5 per cent, per 
annum, or Bank Rate, whichever shall be the higher. 

(b) Where the grain is sold on terms and conditions other than the 
terms and conditions stated in the foregoing part of this Clause, a corres- 
ponding adjustment shall be made in the maximum price. 

11. Invoice . — ^The amount added to the maximum price in respect of 
charges permitted under Clause 9 and Clause 10 of this Order shall be 
accurately shown as separate items on the invoice relating to the sale 
and shall not in any case exceed reasonable expenses actually paid or 
incurred. 

12. Statement by Vendors . — Where the maximum price at which 
grain may be sold by any person depends upon the amount of any sums 
paid or charged for transport or storage or any other matter by any former 
seller, such person shall be entitled to rely upon any written statement 
as to the amount of such sums which may have been given to him by 
the person from whom he bought the grain in question unless he has 
reason to suspect the truth of such statement. 

13. Mechanically -treated Grain . — On the occasion of a sale of any 
wheat to which Clause 7 applies which has been mechanically treated, 
or tailings or screenings of wheat to which Clause 7 applies which have 
been mechanically treated by toiTef)nng, bleaching, gristing, crushing, 
bruising, kibbling, splitting or other kindred process, or kiln- dried or 
dried by other mechanical method, the maximum price shall be ascer- 
tained by adding to the price otherwise applicable according to the 
foregoing provisions of this Order the cost of such treatment not exceed- 
ing a usual and reasonable charge. 

14. A person shall not sell or buy or offer to sell or buy any wheat 
or tailings or screenings of wheat to which Clause 7 applies at a price 
exceeding the maximum price applicable under this Order, or in connec- 
tion with the sale or disposition, or proposed sale or disposition thereof 
enter or offer to enter into a fictitious or artificial transaction or make 
or demand any unreasonable charge. 

15. Records . — Any person dealing in any grain to which Clause 7 
applies shall keep accurate records containing such particulars as are 
necessary to show whether or not he is complying with the provisions 
of this Ch*der so far as they relate to him or io his trade, and shall make 
such returns as shall from time to time be required by or under the 
authority of the Food Controller. All such records and documents shall 
at all times be open to the inspection of any person authorised^by the 
Food Controller, 

Part III. 

16. Definitions . — ^For the purpose of this Order the expression 
“ wheaten flour shall include any flour of which flour obtained from 
wheat forms part. 

The expression “ quarter ** shall mean a weight of 504 lb. 
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The expression “ unfit for use in the manufacture of flbur for human 
food ** shall mean grain which is so damaged or so inferior in quality 
that any flour or meal which could be milled therefrom would be unfit 
for use in human food. 

The expression “ importer shall mean the person sighting the 
shipper's draft, but this shaU not be construed so as to limit the general 
interpretation of that expression. 

17. The Wheat, Kye and Rice (Restriction) Order, 1917,* the 
Dredge Corn Order, 1917,! the Damaged Grain, Seeds and Pulse (Prices) 
Order, 1917,$ and the Grain (Prices) Order, I9i8,§ are hereby revoked, 
but without prejudice to any proceedings in respect of any contravention 
thereof, provided that licences granted by or under the authonty of the 
Food Controller under the Wheat, Rye and Rice (Restriction) Order, 
1 91 7, and in force immediately before the coming into operation of this 
Order, shall be deemed to have been granted under this Order. 

The final tabulation of the Returns of Acreage and Livestock 
collected by the Board of Agriculture and Fisheries will be completed 
shortly and published. In the meantime 

Seduced Area of a provisional estimate has been made, based 
Com Crops. upon 80 per cent, of the returns received. 
This indicates a slight increase in the area of 
arable land in 1919 as compared with last year. 

There has nevertheless been a substantial decrease in the amount 
of land devoted to corn crops. The reduction in the case of wheat 
appears to be 336,000 acres (or 13 percent.), the total acreage having 
gone back to two and a quarter millions. 

The estimate for livestock indicates that the totg,! number of cattle 
has been maintained, but that on the whole there has been a slight 
decrease in the dairy herd. The number of sheep has fallen materially 
from the very low figure of last year ; and the flocks of the country are 
now smaller than in any previously recorded year. There is a sign of 
some recovery in the number of pigs as compared with June, 1918. 


The imports of maize during the current year have been very low, 
but the Ministry of Food liave now arranged with the Wheat Com- 
mission for maize to be imported into this 
Kaize Supplies. country at an increased rate during the re- 
mainder of the year. It is anticipated that 
this will relieve the shortage in this feeding stufi. 


In many districts, particularly in the south of England, spring 
oats have once again suffered severely from attacks by frit fly 
(“ bottling "), while, as heretofore, winter oats 
The Sowing of liave sustained little damage from this pest. 
Winter Oats. It seems desirable, therefore, that winter oats 
should receive increased attention at the 

present time. 

• See this Journal, May, 1917, p. 236. 

t >, „ December, 1917, p. 1028, and November, 1918, 

p. 1014. 

M „ p. 1026, and June, 1918, p. 346. 

September, 1918, p. 742, December, 19x8, p. 1128, 
and March, 1919, p. X5Xi. 


J 

i 
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Winter oats are suited to a wide range of soils ; they can be sown on 
soils too light or too poor for wheat and they can be taken as a second 
com crop, provided the land is clean. Further, for land infested with 
charlock they are better adapted than spnng oats. 

Winter oats are not so hardy as winter wheat or winter barley, 
consequently they should be confined to the milder parts of England 
and should be sown preferably in September, so that the plants may 
become well established before winter sets in. 

For further particulars readers should consult Food Production 
Leaflet No. 22, obtainable gratis and post free on application to the 
Secretary, Board of Agriculture and Fisheries, 3, St. James's Square, 
London, S.W. i. 

The following Note is published as supplementary to the article on 
The Harvesting of Corn Crops,*' which appeared in last month's 
issue of this Journal, p. 530 : — 

The Harvesting of A device for drying wet sheaves, which is 
Wet Sheaves. much used on the smaller holdings in rainy 
districts in Norway, consists of a stake driven 
upright in the ground. About a foot above the level of the ground a 
light crossbar, aliout 2 feet long, is fixed across the stake. The sheaves 
are then threaded on the stake, so that they lie horizontally with the 
stake passing through them at the band. The cross-bar keeps the 
lowest sheaf off the ground. The sheaves should lie alternately head 
to butt, so that the butt of the upper sheaf protects the head of the lower 
from rain ; meanwhile, the wind has every chance of getting at them, 
The stake should be long enough to spike about half-a-dozen sheaves, 
but the details of the arrangement will dej^end on the supply of stakes 
available. Care must be taken not to load a stake beyond its strength. 

Farmers, gardeners and allotment holders are warned to examine 
closely all potato crops during lifting with a view to discovering the 
presence of wart disease. This disease has 

Wart Disease of caused serious loss to potato growers in the 
Potatoes. Noith and Midlands, and cases have recently 

been reported in the Southern counties. 

The success of the work of the Board of Agriculture in safeguarding 
the potato-growing industry from tliis disease depends on all cases being 
made known to them. It is of the greatest importance that potato 
growers should co-operate with the Board by inspecting their crops 
and reporting cases or suspected cases at once to the Board or to the 
police. Failure by any occupier to report disease on his crop renders 
liim liable to a fine not exceeding £10. Further information can be 
obtained from illustrated posters at police stations and on hoardings. 

Owing to the prevalence of wart disease in Montgomerysliire and 
Denbighshire, the Board of Agriculture have certified the whole of these 
counties as infected areas under the Wart 

Wart Disease of Disease of Potatoes Order of 1918, with 
Potatoes in effect from ist January, 1920. 

Montgomeryshire After that date occupiers of land in the 

and Denbighshire, infected areas must plant only those varieties 
of potatoes approved as immune from wart 
disease. 


2 Y 
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For the year 1920 only the following exceptions will be allowed, 
for pUmting only on land in which wart disease has not appeared at any 
iitne : — 

(a) It will be permissible to plant own^grown seed of the first early 
susceptible varieties — ^Duke of York (including Midlothian Early), 
May Queen, Ninetyfold, Sharp's Express and Epicure. A genend 
licence authorising such planting has already been issued. 

(b) The Board will issue, on application being made to them, special 
licences to bond-fi le market growers to plant fresh seed of first early 
susceptible varieties. 


The supply of first early potatoes immune from wart disease has in 
the past been much smaller than the demand. The Board of Agricul- 
ture, realising that steps should be 'taken to 
Supply of Seed ” of increase the supply, arranged for the planting 
Immune Varieties, of a considerable acreage in Scotland this 
year. Although the weather has been adverse 
to the production of large crops, a reasonable quantity of Dargill Early 
is available for distribution to seed growers in all districts and to growers 
in areas scheduled by the Board as infected with wart disease. 

Particulars relating to the distribution and sale of these potatoes 
can be obtained from the Commercial Secretary, Board of Agriculture, 
72, Victoria Street, London, S.W. i. 


In view of the continuance of the control of meat and live stock 
during the coming winter, the Food Controller has had under considera- 
tion the prices to be paid for live stock until 
Prices for Live the end of June next. 

Stock. The Food Controller has had the benefit 

of the advice of the Central Advisory Com- 
mittee on Meat and Live Stock and of the Central Agricultural Advisory 
Council, and after consultation with the Boards of Agriculture has fixed 
those prices. 

For cattle sold on the Live Weight basis the figures are based on the 
price of 755, per cwt. for a First Grade, 70s. for a Second Grade, and 
65s. for a Third Grade animal, plus in each case an additional sum per 
cwt., in accordance with tlie following scale of increases : — 

Per C wt. Per Cwt. 


1919. 

s. 

d. 

19^0. 

s. 

d. 

Sept" mber 

4 

0 

9th to 2ist February X2 

0 

October 

4 

0 

23rd February to 6th 



xst to 15th November 

4 

0 

March 

13 

0 

17th to 29th November 

5 

0 

8th to 2oth March . . 

14 

0 

1st to X3th December 

7 

0 

22nd March to 3rd 



15th to 27th December 

8 

0 

April 

15 

0 

29th December to loth 



5th to 17th Apr ! 

16 

0 

January, X920 

9 

0 

19th April to ist May 17 

0 




3rd to 1 5th May 

18 

6 

1920. 



17th to 31st May 

20 

0 

12th to 24th January, . 

xo 

0 

ist June to 3rd July . . 

20 

0 


26th January to 7th 
February , . 


XX o 
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It will be seen that the price payable during August will be continued 
until the middle of November. 

Equivalent prices will be payable in respect of sales of cattle on the 
Dead Weight basis. 

A similar sliding scale will apply in the case of sheep. The first 
increase on the present price will occur in the second half of November 
and will be at the rate of id, per lb., and the maximum will be reached 
in the second half of April and the first half of May, when the increase 
will be per lb. 

►•No increas.es will be made on the present prices payable in respect 
of Fourth Grade cattle and of inferior sheep. 

The prices mentioned above are the net prices payable to the farmer. 
In order to be able to transfer stock to butchers at a flat rate throughout 
the whole period butchers will, after ist October, be subject to a per 
head charge. Tliis per head charge is in no sense a profit made by the 
Ministry of Food, but simply an equalisation charge, the amounts 
received from the butchers during the earlier period being used to pay 
the farmers the higher rate when they receive more than the butcher 
has paid before. 

The continuance of the present prices until the middle of November 
will, it is hoped, ensure an even flow of cattle to the markets, so that the 
Ministry of h'ood will not be compelled to require farmers to hold over 
stock in tlie same way that it became necessary last year. 

At the same time it is felt desirable to point out that only fully 
niciture stock will be accepted at the various grading centres and 
Government slaughterhouses, and that, in order to prevent difficulties 
at the markets, farmers must send all immature stock to store markets, 
and not to grading centres or slaughterhouses. 

The prices are intended to encourage the winter feeder to take im- 
mature beasts from the summer grazing districts and to reduce the 
number of cattle being offered for slaughter. 


In exercise of the powers conferred upon lum by the Defence of the 
Realm Regulations and of all other powers enabling him in that behalf 
for removing doubts, the Food Controller 
has ordere I that notwithstanding anything 
contained m the Notice of Revocation, date^i 
2yUi May, 1919 {S. R. & O. No. 657 of 1919), ♦ 
the provisions of the Live Stock (.Sides) Order, 
1918, as amended, relating to in-calf cows 
or in-calf heifers shall have effect as if the 
Notice of Revocation had not been given. 


The Live Stock 
(Sales) Order, 1918: 
Notice relating to 
In-calf Cows or 
Heifers. 


According to a Notice dated 25th August, the Food Controller 
has issued a general licence under the Live Stock (Sales) Order, providing 
for an increase in the prices paid to the farmer 
Maximum Live Weight of 45. per cwt. in the maximum live -weight 
Prices of Cattle. prices of ist, 2nd, and 3rd grade cattle during 
the month of September, and an increase to 
as, 3d. per lb. in the maximum dead weight price of Class A cattle. 
The wholesale and retail prices of meat remain unchanged. 


♦ See tills Journal, June, 1919, p. 342. 
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The following Notice was issued by the Ministry of Food on 3rd 
September : — 

As the result of experience gainedjduring 
0rading Live Stock, the original period of control' the Ministry of 
Food have decided to reorganise the machinery 
of grading in live stock markets. 

The whole of the present appointments in regard to grading will be 
terminated at the end of September, and the new^ procedure will 
be brought into operation on ist October. On and after that date 
each Grading Committee will consist of three members,, (i) a farmer, 
representing the farmers tied to the market, (2) a butcher, representa- 
tive of the butchers who draw the bulk of the supplies from the market, 
and (3) an independent grader, representing the Ministry of Food. 
It will be seen, therefore, that the three interests will continue to be 
represented. The farmers and butchers have a voice in the nomination 
of the guardians of their respective interests, and the third member of 
the Committee is the guardian of the interests of the Ministry of Food. 
The determination of the grading of any beast, or the valuation of any 
sheep when made by the Grading Committee as above constituted, will 
be final and not subject as hitherto to revision by a Super-Grader. 
The grading or valuing will be determined by the Committee of three 
cither unanimously or by a majority. 

Wherever possible, it will be arranged for the Ministry Grader to 
operate in several markets per week. The Ministry members of the 
Grading Committee will also be responsible for the general supervision 
of the weighing and allocation of stock. These representatives of the 
Ministry will be paid a daily fee of 2 guineas and expenses. Nomina- 
tions for these positions are being invited from the various Farmers* 
Unions, Live Stock Traders* Associations, and Retail and Wholesale 
Butchers* Organisations. 

A certain number of travelling inspectors of grading will be appointed 
whose duty it will be to report to Headquarters upon the efficiency 
of the gracling in the various markets. 

A Central Grading Committee will be established at the Headquarters 
of the Ministry and meet at regular intervals in order to deal with all 
complaints in reference to grading. This Committee will include 
representatives of all the interests involved. 


The following announcement was issued by the Ministry of Food 
on 25th August ; — 

Owing to speculation in cattle cakes and 
Sale of Cattle Cakes meals, the Food Controller has issued an 

and Meals. Order requiring all purchases, sales and dealings 
in cattle cakes and meals made from copra, 
cotton seed, ground nuts, linseed, palm kernels, rape seed, rice bran, 
rice meal, sesame seed, or soya beans, after 15th September, 1919, to 
be under licence, except dealings in respect of — 

1. Contracts entered into before the date of the Order. 

2. Purchases by or sales to any one person in any one calendar 

month not exceeding in the aggregate 4 tons of all kinds of 
cakes and meals. 

3. Purchases by persons for consumption by their own cattle. 
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The Order also provides for all manufacturers of such cattle cakes 
or meals to be licensed unless their total manufacture is less than 25 tons 
per month. 

It is proposed to issue five classes of licences, namely : — 

1. Manufacturers' licences, 

2. Importers' licences, 

3. Wholesale dealers' licences, 

4. Brokers' licences, 

5. Distributing dealers’ licences. 

Manufacturers' licences will be issued by the Oils and Fats Branch 
of the Ministry of Food ; importers', wholesale dealers', and brokers' 
licences by the National Cattle Food Trade Association of ig, Mark 
Lane, London, E.C., and its affiliated Associations ; and distributing 
dealers' licences by tlie National Association of ('orn and Agricultural 
Merchants of 60, Mark T-ane. London, E.C., and their provincial area 
committees, to whom all applications should be made in the first 
instance. 

The Board of Agriculture and Fisheries have come to an agree- 
ment with the makers of sulphate of ammonia with regard to the 
maximum prices to be charged for this fertiliser 

Prices of Sulphate for home agricultural use for delivery in the 
of Ammonia, October, eight months October. 1919. to May, 1920. 

1919 to May, 1920. These prices arc appreciably higher than 
those ruling during last season, owing to the 
fact that the Government subsidy given to makers during the War has 
how been withdrawn. The agreed maximum prices arc fixed on a com- 
mercial basis which has to cover the substantial increases which have 
occurred since last year in the cost of coal, wages and raw materials. 
The Board consider that these prices are not more than are necessary 
to secure to the manufacturers a reasonable trade profit. 

Agrreed Maximum Prices. — For sale in lots of not less than 2 tons 
for delivery by rail or water to purchaser’s nearest railway station or 
wharf in Great Britain, less a trade discount to agricultural merchants, 
dealers and co-operative .societies . 


Month of Delivery, 


Price per Ton in 
Hags, net Cash. 

October, 1919 . . 


1 5. d. 

. . 20 10 0 

November . . 


0 

M 

0 

December 


. . 2100 

January, 1920 


. . 21 76 

February 


21 15 0 

March, April and May 


. . 22 0 0 


In the case of deliveries to Ireland, Isle of Man or Channel Islands, 
the above prices include delivery f.o.b. port in Great Britain. 

Farmers should place their orders without delay with their usual dealer 
or co-operative society. 

Manure mixers, merchants, dealers and co-operative mcieties should 
send their orders to the Sulphate of Ammonia Association, 84, Horseferry 
Road, S.W, I. 

Conditions of Sale. — (i) The agreed maximum prices are net cash 
prices for deliveries in lots of 2 tons and over in maker's bags, net weight 
excluding weight of bags. Where credit is given to the purchaser, a 
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reasonable extra charge may be made, provided that the discount for 
net cash is quoted on the invoice, and is such as to bring the net cash 
price within the agreed maximum price. If purchaser’s bags or other 
packages are used, reasonable allowance shall be made to the purchaser. 
Where i ton or upwards is sold for delivery in bags containing less than 
2 cwt. each, a reasonable extra charge may be made beyond the agreed 
maximum prices which would otherwise have been charged. 

(2) For sulphate of ammonia containing more than 24J per cent, 
by weight of r mmonia, the agreed maximum prices shall be increased 
by 4s. per ton for each complete one-fourth of i per cent, (calculated 
on the total weight of the sulphate of ammonia) by which the ammonia 
contents are more than 24 J per cent., whilst for sulphate of ammonia 
containing less than 24 J per cent, by weight of ammonia, the above 
agreed maximum prices shall be reduced by 45. per ton for feach one- 
fourth of I per cent, or fraction of one-fourth of i per cent, (calculated 
as aforesaid) by which the < mmonia contents are less than 24 J per 
cent. 

(3) For sulphate of ammonia containing less than 0*025 cent, 
of free acid, an additional charge at the rate of 55. per ton may be made 
by the vendor, provided that the invoice given by the vendor to the 
purchaser states such additional charge separately, and contains a 
guarantee by the vendor that the free acid contained in the sulphate 
does not exceed 0*025 cent. 

(4) For sulphate of ammonia which is specially ground or pulverised 
at the request of the purchaser, an extra charge (not exceeding 55. per 
ton) may be made for special grinding, pro\dded that such extra charge 
is separately stated on the invoice given to the purchaser as aforesaid. 

(5) The above increases or reductions in the agreed maximum prices 
chargeable shall not apply to any delivery of less than 2 ewif. of sulphate 
of ammonia. 

(6) For deliveries of less than 2 tons or sales of small quantities made 
ex merchant’s store the Board would regard as reasonable the following 
additions to the price charged for 2 ton lots : — 

Quantity delivered. Additional 

Price, 

1 ton and over . . . . . . ^ per ton. 

2 cwt. and over but less than i ton. . . . . 1.9. per cwt. 

I cwt. ,, ,, 2 cwt. . . . . 2.9. ,, 

281b. ,, „ I cwt. .. .. 3s. ,, 

141b. ,, „ 281b. .. .. 45. „ 

In the case of sales for delivery to consumer’s premises ex merchant’s 
shop or store, the cost of conveyance, charged at local rates, may be 
added. 

The Government have recently acquired from Germany a quantity 
of potash salts in exchange for food, and arrangements have now been 
made by the Board of Trade, in conjunction 

High-grade with the Board of Agriculture, for the istribu- 

Potaeh Salts for tion of about 40,000 tons for agricultural 

Agricultural purposes. The sale of the material will be 

Purposes. undertaken by the British Potash Company, 

Ltd., 49, Queen Victoria Street, London, E.C. 4, 
nnder the direction of an Official Committee, to be called the Potash 
Distribution Committee, on which the Board of Trade and the 
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Departments of Agriculture for England, Scotland, and Ireland will be 
represented, together with representatives of trade interests. 

The following maximum selling prices have been agreed. The 
prices are for sales to farmers delivered to nearest railway station in 
Great Britain or Ireland in lots of not less than 4 tons : — 

Price per Ton net 
Cash in Bags. 

I s. d. 

Potash salts, 30 per cent. K^O . . 12 10 o 

Muriate of potash, 80 per cent. KCl . . 20 12 6 

Sulphate of potash, 90 per cent. KgSO^ . . 23 2 6 

Manure mixers, merchants, dealers, and co-operative societies will 
be allowed a discount on these prices of js. 6d. per ton on potash i-alts, 
and los. per ton on the muriate and i^ulphate of potash. 

The potash will be sold at the above basis prices, and proportionate 
increase or decrease will be made for higher or lower quality as shown 
by analysis of a representative sample of each consignment. 

Farmers should place their orders without delay with their usual dealer 
or co-operative society. 

Manure mixers, merchants, dealers and co-operative societies should 
send their orders to the British Potash Company, Queen Victoria Street , 
London, E.C. 4. Special terms may be arranged for purchases ex sliip. 

For sales of small quantities made ex merchant’s store the Board 
would regard as reasonable the following maximum additions to the 
price charged for 4-ton lots : — 

Quantity delivered. A dditional Price, 

1 ton and over . . . . . . . . . . 105. per ton. 

2 cwt. and over, but less than i ton . . . . is. per cwt. 

I ,, ,, „ 2 cwt. . . 2S. ,, 

28 lb, „ ,, „ I cwt. . . 3s, ,, 

14 M .. M 28 lb 4s. 

In the case of sales for delivery to consumer’s premises ex merchant’s 
shop or store, the cost of conveyance, charged at local rates, may be 
added. 

No potash of a lower grade than 30 per cent, salts is available under 
the above arrangement, but licences are being granted to tlic Alsace- 
Lorraine Trading and Development Company, 54, Gresham Street, 
London, E.C, 2, for the importation of 20,000 tons m all of kainit (14 per 
cent. K^O) and sylvinite (20 per cent. K2^)- Farmers who wish to 
purchase potash of these grades should apply to their usual dealers. 

Mr. McCurdy, K.C., M.P., Parliamentary Secretary to the Ministry 
of Food, addressing a meeting of the Consumers’ Council at Palace 
Chambers, Westminster, on 27th August, 
Milk PriceB. made an important statement on milk prices 
in the coming win,er, and the power of Local 
Authorities, Mr. McCurdy said : 

In a few days from now we may expect an announcement* of the 
wholesale milk prices which will be fixed by the Food Controller for 
next winter. I cannot yet say what the actual schedule will be. The 
matter has been very fully discussed with the Consumers’ C'ouncil and 

♦ Ste p. 650, 
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with the representatives of agriculture, and some adjustments may 
still have to be made. But we must be prepared for a retail price of one 
shilling a quart next winter throughout the country, 

I know that statement will be very unwelcome to you. A price of 
one shilling per quart is a price pregnant with possibilities of public dis^ 
satisfaction and unrest. But I am afraid it cannot be avoided. Indeed, 
producers will probably consider that it ought to be higher. I shall not 
now attempt to discuss the reasons which make an increase of price in 
my judgment unavoidable. The increased costs of production on the 
one hand, and the interests of the consumer on the other hand, have 
received most anxious and painstaldng consideration by my Right 
Hon. Friend, the Food Controller, who will no doubt himself deal 
with this question when the new schedule is published. 

But there are certain consequences of this increase in the* price of 
milk which we ought at once to consider, if unnecessary hardslup and 
suffering is to be avoided. 

A price of one shilling per quart means a considerable increase in the 
number of working-class families unable to afford an adequate supply of milk. 

There will be less milk consumed, and unless steps are taken to meet 
the difficulty, the child population of the United Kingdom will be the 
principal sufferers. 

I want the public to know the true facts about the national milk 
supply, as we have learned them during our experience at the Ministry 
of Food. First of all let me say that the milk supply of the country has 
never been adequate to our needs. 

For 40 years the production of milk has not kept pace with the growth 
of the population. Before the War we had fewer cows to the hundred acres 
than any country in Europe except France. 

Our supply is deficient both in quantity and in qualfty, and the 
methods of distribution leave much to be desired. 

When the Astor Committee was appointed in 1917 to investigate 
our milk supply, they discovered that before the War when the price 
of milk was only ^d. n. quart, the average consumption of milk by the 
working-class family was only 2 pints per head per week, and the total 
milk supply was not enough to give half a pint a day all round. In 
some industrial areas there are whole streets which never see fresh milk 
at all. 

To understand what this means to the health of the nation we have to 
realise that milk is the essential food of the children. Up to five years 
of age, the doctors tell us, every child ought to have a quart of milk a 
day. The children of the well-to-do classes may get it, the children of 
the working classes do not. If this was the unsatisfactory state of things 
when milC was 4^. a quart, how is the working-class family to give the 
children a full and adequate supply of milk when the quart costs a 
shilling ? 

Dear milk means increased infant mortality and there is nothing that 
can take its place. 

In the coming winter steps must be taken to see that the increased 
price of milk shall not mean the massacre of the innocents. The remedy 
is not to fix lower prices than are necessary to give the farmer a profit. We 
cannot afford to starve the farmer. A fair price to the farmer is essential 
to any chance of increasing or even maintaining our present milk supply. 

But in this matter the local authorities have powers conferred on 
them by an Order of the Ministry of Food made last year, which should 
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not be overlooked. Subject to such conditions as may be laid down by 
the Food Controller any local authority may arrange for the supply of 
milk for children under five years of age, and in necessitous csises such 
milk may be sold at less than cost price or may be supplied free. As a 
general rule we should all agree that anytliing in the nature of a subsidy 
of food is undesirable for many reasons, but there are exceptions to 
every rule. During the War it was found necessary to make an e> ception 
in the case of bread. Until there is a big fall in the price of milk it may 
be necessary, and I believe it will be necessary, for local authorities to 
exercise in a liberal and sympathetic spirit the powers which they already 
possess for ensuring that the children of Great Britain shall not be 
allowed to suffer by reason of the economic crisis through which the 
world is now passing. Some local authorities are doing so now. Some 
I regret to say are not. If the present Order under which milk may be 
supplied to mothers and children should not be found to be sufficiently 
comprehensive to enable local authorities to deal adequately with the 
situation which will be created if milk should rise to so high a price as 
15 . a quart I am sure that my Right Hon h'riend, the Food 
Controller, will take steps to amend or enlarge the powers which he has 
already conferred.'* 

In concluding, Mr. McCurdy said : 

“ We have to make good the wastage of human life that took place 
during the War. Our baby crop for the years 1914 1919 ts in danger I 

We must save it,** 

At a meeting of the Consumers' Council held at the Ministry of Food, 
on Wednesday, 27th August, 1919, the following Resolution was 
adopted : — 

“ That the Consumers' Council, having heard Mr. McCurdy's 
statement, view with alarm the suggestion that the winter price 
of milk may increase the retail price to the public to is, per 
quart, and are convinced that it will cause great unrest in the 
country and immense suffering, particularly amongst the infant 
population, and urge upon the Government the absolute neces- 
sity of taking steps forthwith to keep the price down to such a 
level as will enable the children of the poorer classes to get 
sufficient supplies." 


The following Notice was issued by the Ministry of Food on 27th 
August : — 

One of the abuses to which the fixing of 
** Maximum” Prices, maximum prices by the Food Controller has 
led is that though the prices are merely 
** maximum prices " they are treated as fixed prices, and the Ministry 
of Food is blamed on the ground that but for the “ Government price " 
the article would be sold cheaper. 

Again, placards with “'Government controlled prices " or similar 
expressions are used which suggest that the Government is authorising 
the prices charged, e,g„ when very inferior apples are sold at the full 
maximum of 9^. per lb. 

The Food Controller has, therefore, made an Order definitely pro- 
hibiting the use of any notice containing the words “ Government 



650 


Official Notices and Circulars. 


[sept.. 


price/* ‘‘controlled price/* or similar expressions unless the word 
** maximum ** is inserted immediately before the word “ price ** in each 
case, or unless the notice or statement in some way states clearly that 
the price referred to is the highest price that may be charged. 

This Order came into force on 3rd September, 1919. 


The Ministry of Food announce that the Cream Order, 1918, tlie 
operation of which was suspended on 12th April last, again becomes 
operative as from ist September. As from 
Bevival of Cream that date the sale of cream again becomes 
Order, 1918. prohibited except for purposes of making 
butter or for such purposes as the Food 
Controller may from time to time authorise. 


The Food Controller announces that he has decided to fix the maxi- 
mum prices for wholesale sales of milk by 
Winter Milk Prices or on behalf of the producer tliroughout 

in Great Britain. Great Britain for the months October, 1919, to 
April, 1920, inclusive, as follows : — 

Oct. Nov. Dec. Jan. Feb. Mar. A pi. 

■ 2/2 2/8 3/3 3/3 3/- 3/3 2/2 per gal., 

together in each case with a sum equal to the net amount for the tharg s 
for railway transport actually incurred by the seller. The average 
of the above maximum prices (excluding the railway pharges) is 
25 . gjd, per gal. These prices ha\e been agreed to by the Presi- 
dent of the Board of Agriculture and Fisheries. 

Where the milk is collected by the buyer from the premises of the 
seller the maximum price will be ascertained by deducting id, per gal. 
from the above prices. Where milk is sold whol sale by or on behalf 
of any person other than the producer, the maximum prices will be as 
follows : — 

In the case of milk delivered by the producer to or for the account 
of the buyer in accordance with the directions of the seller, \d. per gal. 
higher than the corresponding price chargeable to the seller by the 
producer. 

In the case of milk not so delivered — 

(1) When delivery is made to the buyer’s railway station or at the 
seller’s premises : — 

Oct. Nov, Dec. Jan, Feb, Mar, Apt, 

2/5 2/1 1 3/4 3/4 3/4 3/2 2/5 per gal. 

with in addition the net railway charges (if any) paid by the seller for 
transportation from the seller’s station to the buyer’s station. 

(2) When delivery is made to the buyer's premises : — 

Oct, Nov. Dec. Jan. Feb. Mar. Apl. 

2/11 3/3 3/5 3/5 3/5 3/4 2/1 1 per gal. 

The figures stated in (i) above give an average monthly margin of 
2d, per gal. and in (2) an average monthly margin of 5^, per gal., which 
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are the same margins as were allowed under the Milk (Summer) Prices 
Order, I9i9.^ 

The Food Controller has also decided to fix the maximum retail 
prices as follows ; — 

Oct. Nov. Dec. Jan. Feb. Mar. Apl. 

lid. i/- i/- 1/- i/- i/- lid. perqt. 

The Order fixing all the above mentioned prices will be issued at 
an early date. 

The maximum retail prices will, as under previous Orders, be sub- 
ject to appropriate reduction in the various I^'ood Control Committv e 
districts according to the local costs of distribution. On the previous 
experience of the Ministry it is not c xpccted that the maximum retail 
prices set out above will be applicable in more than about 8 per cent, of 
the 1,831 Food Control Committee districts. 

The Food Controller recognises with grave concern that the.se retail 
prices show a substantial increase over last winter’s prices, but he is 
satisfied that, in view of the increased costs of production, they cannot 
be fixed at a lower level without injustice to the producer and conse- 
quently without endangering future supiilies. 

On the other hand, he is of opinion that producers and distributors 
are not permitted under these scales to obtain an unrea.sonable profit. 
He desires, however, with the concurrence of the Minister of Health, to 
draw attention to the power vested in local authorities to provide milk 
for expectant and nursing mothers and for children under five years of 
age, through maternity and child welfare centres and otherwise, at a 
reduced price or free of cost in cases in which the local authorities 
are satisfied that circumstances justify the provision. The Ministry of 
Health make a grant of half the expenditure incurred by local authorities 
and by voluntary societies in supplying milk at less than cost in such 
cases where the arrangements are approved by them. Tlie Mini.ster 
of Health is communicating with local authorities on this subject. 


The Land Settlement (Facilities) Bill, having received Royal A.ssent, 
the Board of Agriculture arc issuing at once to all ('ounty Councils 
and Councils of C'ounty Boroughs a Circular 
Land Settlement. J-etter, urging them to put into operation 
forthwith their extended powers to acquire 
and compulsorily and to obtain vacant possession of land acquired by 
agreement. 

Returns have been received from 57 County Councils, showing tliat# 
up to 23rd August, of 25,161 applicants for small holdings I2,m had 
been interviewed. Of the number interviewed 10,443 had been 
approved. The approved applicants comprise 9*739 who require small 
holdings amounting to 183,577^ acres, and 704 who require cottage 
holdings amounting to 2,590 acres. 

The total area of land acquired or agreed to be acquired by County 
Councils since 20th December, 1918, with the Board's approval, ms 

* These prices weie publishsd in the Journal, May, 1919, p. 198. 
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77,816 acres, of which 71,023 acres are in England and 6,793 acres in 
Wales. 

In addition the Board had under consideration proposals by 
County Councils for the acquisition of 96,821 acres, including 13,101 
acres which the Councils propose to acquire by the exercise of compul- 
sory powers. Of this total 86,388 acres are in England and 10,433 acres 
in Wales. 


It is now possible to accept a few ex-officers for the Board's Farm 
Settlement at Bosbury, Herefordshire, which will be devoted to mixed 
farming and fruit growing. The accommoda- 
Farm Settlements for tion available at present is, however, meagre, 
Officers. and therefore only officers who are ^willing 

to go into lodgings or to live together in army 
huts can be accepted. The erection of new cottages is being arranged 
for. In the first instance, ex-officers will be accepted as wage-earners 
only, but it will be possible to provide a few small holdings at Bosbury 
at a later date. The land not divided into small holdings will be farmed 
as a whole on the profit-sharing system described in the leaflet L.S. 2, 
copies of which may be obtained gratis and post free on application to 
the Board (Land Division), 72, Victoria Street, London, S.W. i. Officers 
who have had the necessary agricultural experience will be accepted as 
probationers and after six months will become entitled to share in the 
profits. 

The Board have also acquired an estate of 1,065 acres near Wantage, 
Berkshire, which they propose to devote to the land settlement of ex- 
officers, and in addition to accept as settlers a few women. In this case 
also the land will be farmed as a whole on the profit-sharing system. 
The tyi>e of farming will be dairying. Vacant possession will be obtained 
on 29th September next, and a number of officers can be accepted at 
once to commence work on that date. Several old cottages will be 
available and army huts are being erected for temporary use as a hostel. 
Accommodation may also be obtainable in the town of W’antage, about 
one mile distant from the estate. A few new cottages will be erected 
as soon as possible. 

It ^ ill be observed that no small holdings for officers are at present 
available at any Settlement, and such men who require holdings of 
their own at the outset are advised to apply to their County Council. 
Officers who have risen from the ranks can be considered for acceptance 
at any Farm Settlement if they so desire. 


The following Circular Letter (No. 167/c 6) was addressed to County 
Councils and Councils of City Boroughs by the Board on 26th August : — 

Sir, — ^During the discussion in Parliament 
Land Settlement : of the Land Settlement (Facilities) Bill strong 
Compulsory Hiring, representations vrere made as to the disadvan- 
tages of purchasing land at its present high 
price, in view of the possibility that such price will not be maintained, 
and the Pariiamentary Secretary of the Board undertook to point out 
to Councils the advantages under present conditions of proceedings 
by means of compulsory hiring when land cannot be obtained by 
agreement at a reasonable price or rent. 
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I am directed, therefore, to call your special attention to the powers 
which are possessed by your Council to hire land compulsorily under the 
Small Holdings and Allotments Act, 1908, and the l^nd Settlement 
(Facilities) Act, 1919. A Council can make an Order, which will not have 
to be submitted to the Board for confirmation, authorising them to hire 
land compulsorily for a period of not less than 1 4 years and not more than 
35 years, and the hiring can be renewed under section 44 of the Act 
of 1908, for a further period of not less than 14 years and not more than 
35 years on giving notice to the landlord not more than two years and 
not less than one year before the expiration of the tenancy. The 
amount of the rent in the first instance will be fixed, in default of agree- 
ment, by an official arbitrator, who is required to take into consideration 
the rent (if any) at which the land has been let, the annual value at 
which it is assessed for income tax or rating, the loss (if any) caused 
to the owner by severance and the terms and conditions of the hiring, 
but he shall not make any allowance in respect of any use to which the 
land might otherwise be put by the owner, being a use in respect of which 
the owner is entitled to resume possession. On renewal of a compulsory 
hiring tenancy the landlord may claim a re -assessment of the rent, but 
the valuer is directed not to take into account any increase in the value 
of the land due to — 

{a) improvements carried out by the Council in respect of which 
they could claim compensation on quitting ; 

{b) any use to which the land might be jiut, being a use in 
respect of which the landlord can resume possession, c,g,, 
building, mining or other industrial purposes ; or 
(c) due to the establishment by the Council of other small holdings 
or allotments in the neighbourhood. 

The compulsory hiring provisions of the Acts enable Councils, there- 
fore, to obtain a perpetual tenancy of land at a fair rent, winch cannot 
be raised in consequence of their own improvements, and without regard 
to any prospective value which the land may possess for building, 
mining or other industrial purposes, but subject to the landlord's right 
of resumption if he satisfies the Board that he requires the land for such 
purposes. A Council can also at any time make use of their powers of 
compulsory purchase in respect of any land which they liave hired 
compulsorily. 

I am directed to suggest, therefore, that during the present period 
your Council should consider whether they would not be well advised 
to proceed by way of compulsory hiring until such time as land values 
have reached a more normal and settled level. The Board are aware 
of the fact that as a general rule Councils prefer purchase to liiring, 
especially when w’'orks of equipment and adaptation are necessary, 
but I am to say that, in view of the power of renewing the tenancy of 
land hired compulsorily and of the provisions in regard to compensation 
for improvements in section 47 (2) of the Act of 1908, the Ministry of 
Health are prepared in suitable cases to consider whether loans for 
equipment on land hired compulsorily cannot be sanctioned for the 
same periods as would be granted if the land had been purchased. 

1 am, etc.^ 

(Signed) A. D. Hall, 

Secretary. 
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The following Circular Letter (No. 191/L.6) was addressed to 
Agricultural Executive Committees by the Board on 22nd August ^ 
SiR» — I am directed by the President of the 
Training and Placing Board of Agriculture and Fisheries to refer 

in Agriculture of to the Board’s Circular Letter of the 31st 
Abl6«bodied March last (C. L. iyo[Lb)* and I am to 

eXoService Men. enclose for your information a list of centres 

for tlie training of able-bodied ex-Service men 
which {a) have been actually established and (6) are in course of 
establishment. 

2. On the information at present before them as to the demands by 
able-bodied ex-Service men for agricultural training the Board do not 
consider that any further centres for able-bodied men should be estab- 
lished by Agricultural Executive Committees, but every endeavour 
should be made by Committees to utilise the facilities for training 
which are afforded by the centres referred to in the list and to make 
these facilities known to employment exchanges. 

3. Committees of the counties in which centres are established should 
advertise the fact that suitable able-bodied ex-Scrvice men can be 
received for training and should endeavour to secure that on completion 
of training the men arc placed in emplo5nnent with farmers at the ordin- 
ary agricultural wage. 

4. Arrangements should be made by Committees for men who apply 
for training in a county in which a training centre has .not been estab- 
lished to be interviewed by an Officer of the Committee of that County, 
and if regarded by him as suitable to be accepted for training, at a 
convenient centre, without the necessity for the men to be further 
interyiewed by an Officer of the Committee of the county in which the 
centre is actually situate. The Government railway tickets 'provided 
for disabled ex-Service men can be used also for able-bodied ex-Service 
men in the following circumstances only : — 

(а) To enable an applicant for training to be interviewed with 

regard to his selection for training. 

(б) To enable a man accepted for training to report at the train- 

ing centre and to return to his home or employment at the 
completion of his training. 

5. Certain Committees have raised some objection to the training of 
able-bodied cx-S5*rv.ce men at centres for so short a period as 6 to 8 weeks, 
and have advocated that they should be placed for training with farmers 
under a “ subsidy ” system. The chief objection raised appears to be 
tliat a period of from 6 to 8 weeks is too short to enable an unskilled 
man to acquire sufficient agricultural experience to warrant his being 
paid as a skilled man by a farmer. The Board are considering the 
question of obtaining Treasury authority to mcrease the period of 
training where necessary, but in the meanwhile they would urge Com- 
mittees to make every possible endeavour to carry out the existing 
arrangements. 

6. As regards the placing of unskilled able-bodied men for training 
with farmers under a “ subsidy system the Board recognise that this 
has advantages, but they considered that it is attended by disadvantages 
which are difficult to overcome. 

Printed in this Journal, April, 1919, p. roi . 
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For instance, it would be necessary to ensure that a man was not 
merely retained so long as the , employer receives a “ subsidy and 
dispensed with as unsuitable when the period of Government assistance 
expired. Objection has also been taken by Labour organisations to 
men being sent out to a farmer under a scheme involving the payment 
of a Government subsidy. 

The Board, therefore, decided tliat the best plan to adopt would be 
to set up training centres where such men could become acquainted 
with farm conditions and receive a certain amount of elementary training 
before actually being placed in employment with farmers. This scheme, 
moreover, has the advantage* of establislung clearing centres where men 
can be sorted out who arc never likely to prosper on the land. Some of 
those who desire to take up agricultural work may find that the condi- 
tions are not congenial and may wish after a few weeks to return to their 
former employment or take up other employment. 

The Board feel that it is in the interests of all concerned that only 
those men should be sent to farms who have shown aptitude for work on 
the land, and this consideration has influenced them in recommending 
the establishment of training centres. 

I am, etc., 

(Signed) A. D. Hali., 

Secretary. 


Enclosure 


(a) Centres Established. 


County. 

Addre.ss of Centre. 

Cheshire 

Highfield Hall Farm. IVed- 
bury, Stockport . . 

Cornwall 

Racecourse Farm, Bodmin 

Kent 

Eynsford, near Swanley 
Junction, Dartford 

Norfolk 

Bacton Hall Farm, Bacton, 
Ntjn^dch . . 

Nottingham 

Corporation Farm, Bulcote, 
Nottingham 

Staffordshire 

Rodbaston Hall, near 
Stafford . . 

Suffolk (F^t) 

Hinton Hall Farm, Darsbam, 
Saxmundham 

Surrey 

Park Farm, Linglield 

Sussex (West) 

Backsett Town Farm, Hen- 
ficld 

Worcestershire 

AUsebrough Farm, PiTshorc 

♦Suffolk 

Shippea Hill Training 
Centre, Sedge Fen, Laken- 


hcath, Brandon 


Class of 
Jn.s1 ruc- 
tion. 


I General 
farm 
work. 


Fruit and 
vegetable 
growing. 


Total 

Accommo- 

dation 

provided. 


20 

10 

40 

10 

50 

20 

25 

50 

15 

10 

25 


• This pi^icular centre is under the direct control of the Board, to whom 
communications concerning it should be addressed. The next courses start 
on 8th September and 3rd November, 1919. respectively. Entries for the 
courses, starting on 8th September are now complete. 

N.B. — ^The Brentwood training centre for tractor driving is being closed . 
entirely, and no more men will be accepted for training in tractor driving. 
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{b) Censes being Established. 


County. 


Cornwall 

Gloucestershire 

Leicestershire 

Somerset 

Yorkshire (\V. Hiding) 


Address of Centre. 


Class of 
Instruc- 
tion. 


Wadfast Moor, Launceston 
Manor Farm, Quedgelcy, 
near Gloucester . . 
Buckminster, near Melton 
Mowbray ; and Ragdalc. 
near Leicester 

Haydon Grange and Temple- 
down Farms, Compton 
Martin, near Bristol 
Green Lane Farm, Doncaster 


General 
y farm 
work. 


j 


Total 

Accommo- 

dation 

provided. 


10 


(40 
{ 20 


12 

20 


The Board have liad under consideration the question of safeguarding 
the supply of coal required in agriculture, and after consultation with 
the Coal Mines Department it has been decided 
Coal for Agricultural that supplies of steam coal for agricultural 
Purposes. purposes shall be sent to convenient centres 

tlxroughout England and Wales as requested 
by this Department. This coal will be held in reserve at the various 
depots and only released on the written authority of the Local Fuel 
Overseer. All steam coal required for agricultural use must be obtained 
by consumers through the merchants supplying them with coal for 
household purposes. A system of rationing, as explained in the Notice 
printed below, will be maintained, and in the case of individual consumers 
who make application for steam coal in excess of the scheduled rate, 
as was done last season, the matter will be investigated and adjudicated 
upon by members or officers of District or County Committees nominated 
by the Agricultural Executive Committee. Cases of doubt or difficulty 
will be referred by such officers to the Executive Committee, who in 
turn, will, if necessary, refer to the Board. 

In order to carry out this scheme for supplying steam coal it will 
be necessary for the Board to be furnished with an estimate of the 
requirements of each Agricultural Executive Committee calculated on 
the basis of the ration already mentioned. 

Pending the provision of steam coal at the various depots local fuel 
overseers have been instructed to meet the requirements of agricultural 
consumers out of any supplies that may be available. Fanners and 
others are urged to make early application to their coal merchants for 
any steam coal which they will require for agricultural purposes before 
31st December next. 

Notice as to the System of Rationing of Coal for Agricultural 
Purposes, issued by the Coal Mines Department, 

Experience shows that coal for agricultural purposes is usually 
purchased with house coal because agricultural operations are usually 
carried on in connection with a farm house or farm estate containing 
houses. It has therefore been decided that this coal comes within the 
scope of Clause I. of the Household Fuel and Lighting Order, 191 
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and the Household Fuel and Lighting (Scotland) Order, iqxS* and 
negotiations have been completed with the Boards of Agriculture con- 
cerned for its control : — 

The arrangements agreed are as follows : — 

(i) Fuel for agricultural purposes includes fuel required for : — 

1. Steam cultivation. 

2. Steam threshing only. 

3. Steam thresliing and cliaff cutting or baling, 

4. Steam pumping. 

5. Agricultural blacksmiths. 

6 . Cattle rearing and feeding. 

7. Pig keeping. 

8. Dairy farming. 

9. Cheese making. 

10. Poultry keeping. 

11. Other food production pur|X)ses. 

12. Market gardens and nurseries. 

(2) Applications for fuel for agricultural purposes must be made : — 

{a) On form F.H.F. 6 for quantities not exceeding 5 tons where 

the decision of the Local Fuel Overseer, subject to apjieal 
to the Local Fuel and Lighting Committee, is to be final : 

(b) On form I'.H.F. 4 where the supply of fuel for these purposes 

is dealt with in connection with the supply of fuel and light- 
ing to any premises as a whole. In this case the decision 
will be that of the Local Fuel Overseer, subject to appeal 
as above ; 

(c) On form F.H.F. pA. This form must be used for all special 

supplies exceeding 5 tons, and for all supplies in respect of 
which a certificate is to be submitted from either the Agricul- 
tural Executive Committee or District Officer referred to 
below. 

(3) Certain scales of allowance have been agreed with the respective 
Boards of Agriculture for the above purposes. Where an allowance is 
claimed in excess of the amount granted under the scale or where the 
evidence in support of a claim is not adequate or satisfactory a certificate 
must be supplied by the applicant from either the Agricultural Executive 
Committee for the County or the responsible District Officer nominated 
by the Committee for the purpose. 

The Local Fuel Overseer will advise applicant if a certificate is 
necessary and may refer any claim made upon liim to the proper 
authority for a certificate. 

(4) The necessary forms can be obtained from the Local F uel Over- 
seer for the district and should be supplied as required by registered 
coal merchants and licensed coal dealers to consumers. 


The Board desire to impress upon all fruit-growers, small holders, 
and allotment holders, the necessity for conserving as much as possible 
of the present season’s crops of fruit and 
Trait and Vegetable vegetables for use during the coming winter. 
Preeerratioil. Those who require information as to the best 
methods of preservation should write to the 
Agricultural Education Committee for their county for particulars 
oi any dehaonstrations that have been arranged, or to the Secretary, 

2 Z 
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Board of Agriculture and Fisheries, 3, St. James's Square, S.W. i, for 
the Board's leaflets on the subject. Envelopes or post cards should be 
marked “ leaflet Room," and need not be stamped. 

The Board are prepared to give instruction to a limited number of 
persons, who are unable to obtain training from their County Committees, 
at their Canning Kitchen in London, The courses will last five days 
and will include instruction in : — 

1. Simple Science, governing the various methods of fruit and 
vegetable preservation, and explaining the various reasons of 
failure. 

2. Various Methods of Preservation . — 

(a) Bottling in all phases, including bottling in water and 

syrup and pulping for jam-making. 

(b) Jam, marmalade, and jelly making. 

(c) Brining and pickling, and the making of sauces, chutneys, 

and fruit syrups. 

(d) Canning, for use when large quantities of fruit are dealt 

with. 

(e) Crystallising and drying. 

Persons desirous of attending one of these courses should make a 
written application to the Secretary, Board of Agriculture and Fisheries, 
72, Victoria Street, London, S.W. i. The courses are given free of 
charge, and the first course commenced on 25th August, 1919. 

The Board of Agriculture and Fisheries desire to give notice that 
they have ceased to supply the Royal Home 

The Royal Home Canner and Cans for fruit preserving. The 
Canner. remainder of their stock of these articles will 

be offered for sale by the Disposal 'Board. 

Exporters of cattle from the United Kingdom to South Africa 
are informed that arrangements have now been made to comply with 
the legislative requirements of the Government 

Export of Cattle to of the Union of South Africa in respect of 
South Africa. cattle exported from a country where a Ck>vem- 
ment Testing Station exists, viz., that the 
animals must be (i) isolated at the Station, immediately before exporta- 
tion, for the purpose of undergoing the tuberculin test ; and (2) accom- 
panied by an official certificate indicating that they have successfully 
passed the test. The Union Government do not forego their right to 
test any animal on arrival in South Africa, but it will not be subject, 
as heretofore, to 28 days’ isolation before being tested. 

The Board of Agriculture and Fisheries are accordingly prepared, 
as from 1 8th August, to receive cattle at the Government Testing Station 
at Pirbright (Surrey), where they will be isolated for a period of at least 
28 days before being subjected to the tuberculin test. After 31 days 
from the date of their arrival at Pirbright, animals which successfully 
pass the test will be available for removal for direct shipment. The 
necessary official certificate will be supplied to the owner or to his 
representative for transmission to South Africa with the bill of lading. 

Animals which fail to pass the tuberculin test at Pirbright will be 
disposed of according to the owner's instructions ; or consigned at his 
risk and cost to the premises from which they were sent. If any animal 
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which has passed the test at Pirbright is rejected by the South African 
Authorities after being re -tested on arrival, the Board will be prepared 
to consider the readmission of the animal into this country. 

Cattle which are shipped from England within two months of the 
opening of the Ck)vernment Testing Station at Pirbright (i.e , before 
18th October, 1919), will be admitted into the Union of South Africa 
under the conditions liitherto in force. 

*The requirements here indicated also apply to cattle consigned to 
South Africa ports in transit to other destinations. 

Forms of application for the reception of cattle at the Government 
Testing Station, with detailed information as regards the despatch of 
the animals to and from Pirbright, the fees payable, etc., may be obtained 
on application to the Secretary, Board of Agriculture and Fisheries, 
Whitehall Place, London, S.W. 1. 

Exporters are reminded that the export of live stock from this 
country is at present prohibited, but licences are issued in certain cases 
on application to the Secretary, War Trade Department, 4, Central 
Buildings, Westminster, London, S.W. i. Application for an export 
licence should indicate whether the animals to be exported are pedigree 
stock. 


Thk Village C lubs Association is making progress. At an Executive 
meeting of* the Association (Sir Henry Rew 111 the Chair) a scheme for 
mutual co-operation between the Soldiers’ 
Village Clubs Clubs Association, the Fedemtion of Women's 
Association. Institutes and the Village Clubs Association 
was discussed. A sub-committee from each of 
the above organisations has been formed to further this object. 

Meetings have been addressed lately in Berkshire, Stafford slxire and 
Wiltshire, and great interest is being shown in the association in 
country districts generally. A large number of inquiries from all 
parts of England and Wales has been received during the past six weeks. 
Over 300 existing clubs and institutes have been written to, and a 
circular setting forth the advantages of affiliation to the Association 
have been sent to these clubs. Arrangements have been made with 
tecture societies to supply lecturers to address village audiences on 
subjects of general interest, such as natural history, travel, etc. 

Plans and estimates for building village clubs of steel and concrete 
arc being considered. It is suggested that club premises could be 
built of this material, in three different stages, commencing with a main 
hall, to which wings could be added at a later date, as funds become 
available, the price quoted for the hall only, size 40 ft. by 25 ft., being 
about ;£450. Further information on the subject is to be obtained. 


The President has appointed a Committee to advise the Board upon 
the organisation of threshing and rates of payment for threshing opera- 
tions during the coming season. 

The Committee consists of the following 
members : — ^Mr. John Allen, O.B.E., Mr. 
Thompson Close, Mr. A. M. Cole, Mr. F. M. 
Elgar, Major P.B. Foster, Mr. H.G. Richardson, 
Mr. G. Thurlow. 

Mr. H. G. Richardson has been appointed to be Chairman, and Mr. 
P. Barker to be Secretary, of the Committee. 


Appointment of 
Adyisorj Threshing 
Committee. 


2 z 2 
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The following Circular Letter (No. 336/M. 6) was addressed to 
Agricultural Executive Committees by the Board on 4th September 

The Board have had under consideration 
Organisation of the question of continuing during the present 
Threshing. season the organisation in force in the season 
1918-1919. The liquidation of the Tractor 
Scheme will involve the withdrawal of all Gk)vernment-owned threshing 
tackle not later than the end of September, and already the majority 
of the threshing boxes provided by the Department last season have 
been sold. This fact modifies the position considerably inasmuch as 
any organisation must depend upon agreement between the local 
threshing proprietors and the Agricultural Executive Committee. 
There is every reason to believe, however, that in private hands these 
boxes will perform more work than was possible in the circumstances 
in which they were operated under Government control, and this w ill 
in itself tend to ease the situation. Other factors contributing towards 
this end are the release of engines by the Forage Committee and the 
return of men from the Army. 

In view of these circumstances and of the fact that crops will be 
considerably lighter this year, it is anticipated that in many counties 
there will be no need for a special organisation to secure that the season’s 
threshing shall be done in good time. There are, how'ever, two points 
which require attention — prices, and the threshing of the stacks of smaller 
farmers and on farms in outlying districts. Where difficulties in any 
of the directions indicated are anticipated it is suggested that the Agri- 
cultural Executive Committee should reconstitute a Threshing Sub- 
Committee, on the lines set our in circular letter 89/M. 6 of the nth March 
last,* whose duty it would be to come to an arrangement wdth the 
local threshing proprietors whereby reasonable rates would be charged 
and the interests of small farmers and outlying districts wrould be safe- 
guarded. The Sub-Committee would also, if this course w^ere considered 
necessary, take steps to divide the county into convenient areas wliich 
would be allotted to particular threshing sets on preciselj^ the same 
lines as were adopted last year. 

In considering the standard rates which w^ould be fair and reasonable 
in any county, it should be borne in mind that threshing contractors, 
as in the case of all other industries connected with agriculture, have 
had to face very greatly increased costs, and it is to be apprehended that 
recent changes in the hours of labour will in many, if not in most, cases 
prevent threshing upon Saturdays. From the information which is 
before them, the Board consider that an advance of from 100 per cent, 
to 150 per cent, upon 1914 rates is not unreasonable : the actual amount 
of the advance mil clearly depend upon loc^l conditions, and in this 
connection it is to be remembered that before the Vi' ar threshing rates 
were in many instances unduly low\ 

The Board have reconstituted the Thresliing Advisory Committee 
which was set up last year, and it is suggested that in the event of the 
Threshing Sub-Committee and the trade being unable to agree on any 
important point the case should be brought to the notice of the Board, 
who will refer the matter to the Advisory Committee. 


* Not printed in this JcurnaL 
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It is hoped that Threshing Sub-Committees will be able to secure 
the active co-operation of the trade, but if any threshing owner will 
not fall into line with the reasonable requirements of a Sub-Committee, 
the Board will be prepared, in suitable cases, to exercise their powers 
under paragraph 2M of the Defence of the Realm Regulations. It would 
be necessary for a Committee to place before the Board full particulars 
of any such case, and to obtain the written consent of the Board before 
steps were taken to requisition any thresliing machinery. 

It is requested that your Committee will consider the question of 
threshing at an early date, and notify the Board as soon as possible 
whether it is proposed to take special steps to organise threshing in 
their county. 

1 am, etc., 

(Signed) II. G. Richardson, 

for Assistant Secretary, 


The Food (Controller has issued a General l^icence ((Drder No. 1167) 
under the C aerphilly Cheese (Retail Prices) Order, iqiq, providing 
that on and after 2nd September, 1919, until 
Caerphilly Cheese further notice C'aerphilly cheese may be 

Prices. bought or sold free from the restrictions 

imposed by the Order. 


No case of Foot -and- Mouth Disease has been confirmed since the 
2olh August in the Warwickshire Scheduled District. The Board have, 
therefore, been able materially to reduce the 
Foot-and-Mouth restrictions imposed on account of the out 

Disease. break at Kingsbury on 2nd August (see tins 

Journal, August, 1919, p. 565). Although 
very closse inquiry has been made no evidence has been obtained as to 
the origin of the initial outbreak. 

An outbreak of Foot-and-Mouth Disease was confirmed by the Board 
at W’yke Regis, Weymouth, i>orselshire, on nth September, and an 
Order w^as issued on that date prohibiting the movement of animals 
over a considerable area surrounding the infected premises. 


The total number of outbreaks of Rabies confirmed is now 242, 
namely, 102 in Devon, 27 in Cornwall, 74 in Glamorgan, ii in 
Monmouth, 2 in Gloucester, 7 in Middlesex, 
Babies. n m Surrey, 1 in London, 2 in Kent, 1 in 

Berkshire, i in Brecknock and 3 in Essex. 


The Board are informed by the Ministry of Food that the Malt 
(Restriction) Order 'was revoked on the 29th August. Persons desiring 
to purchase malt for home brewing will, 
Kalt for Home therefore, no longer be under the necessity 

Brewing, of obtaining a Permit from the County 

Agricultural Executive Committee. 
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The Agricultural I-^nd Sales (Restriction of Notices to Quit) Act, 
1919, became Law on the iQth August. The effect of the Act is that, 
except by agreement with the occupier, the 
Land Sales tenancy of an agricultural holding which passes 

and Notices to (Unit, by sale to a new owner cannot be terminated 
by a Notice to Quit served prior to the making 
of the contract of sale and then current and unexpired. Tenant farmeis 
whose land is sold over their heads are, therefore, assured of having a 
considerably longer period within which to make their arrangements 
than was the case prior to the passing of this Act. 

Copies of the Act may be purchased, price id,, through any book- 
seller or directly from H.M. Stationery Office, Imperial House, Kingsway, 
W.C. 2. ' . ^ 

The scheme constituting the Welsh Office came into operation on 
the 1st September, and as from that date the Board's business in 
Wales will be conducted tlirougli the Welsh 
Welsh Office of the Office, particularly business relating to Agri- 
Board. cultural Education, the work of the Agricul- 

trual Executive Committees, that part of the 
work of the Agricultural Executive Committees (except claims for 
compensation) which has hitherto been dealt with by the Land Division 
and the provision of facilities for Land Settlement by County ('oimcils. 
The business of the Welsh Agricultural Council will be conducted at 
the Welsh Office. 

The address of the Welsh Office is : — Board of Agriculture and 
Fisheries, Welsh Office, 2\, Marine Terrace, Aberystwyth. 


In tins Journal for July, 1919, page 367, in the article “The 
Effect of Drying on Germination of Cereals," 
July Journal: line 15 from the bottom, for the word 

Erratum. “ increased " read “ decreased.” 


Hartley Wintney. — Sidney Grove, Southwood Farm, Cove, for con- 
traventions of the Live Stock (Sales) Order and the Slaughterhouses 
Licensing Order, ^^35. 

Prosecutions of Melton Mowbray. — George Abbott, farmer. 

Farmers, etc., under was charged vdth selling mdk to H. Hardy, 
Statutory Rules and a Walthamstow dair^nnan, at 2s. ^d, together 
Orders. with a “ bonus ” of 2\d. per gal. Mi*. C. H. 

Hornby prosecuted for the Ministry, and the 
defendant was represented by Mr. Barlow, who urged that, as the 
dairyman had paid his account and deducted the excess charges, no 
offence had been committed. The Bench, of whom four out of six 
magistrates were farmers, imposed a penalty of £'^5, with £1^ spec al 
costs. 

Nottingham. — K, H. Steeples, Newthorpo, for slaughtering two sheep 
which were not sold in a market, using a cart-shed as a slaughterhouse, 
and irregularly slaughtering a calf, £yo, 

Peiworth. — Alfred Luckin, Orfold Farm, Wisborough Green, and 
Wm. James Herbert, Penge, for entering into a fictitious transaction oa- 
milk (nine cases), £62 each. 
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Stratford , — Frank William Brown, Folly Farm, Walthamstow, was 
summoned for ** occupying the farm as a slaughterhouse for cattle/' 
not being the holder of a licence under the Slaughterhouse Order, 
1918, There were also 24 summonses in respect of slaughtering sheep 
not bought in a market, and of dealing in cattle without being licenced. 
Mr. Roland Oliver, who prosecuted, said the allegation was that 
defendant had consistently made illicit profits by dealing in sheep and 
cattle which he had bought privately and slaughtered. In three weeka 
he had supplied Taylors, Ltd., butchers, of Shaftesbury Avenue, W., 
with no fewer than 222 sheep and lambs and eleven bodies of beef. 
Interviewed by an official the defendant said, “ I can see that the game 
is up." He added that he had made a good deal of money and was 
expecting to retire shortly. He was fined, with costs, 

(National Food Journal, 13th August, 1919.) 


MISCELLANEOUS NOTES. 

Pranot. — ^Accordmg to an official report, the condition of the crops 
on the ist July was as follows (figures for July, 1918, in brackets) : — 
Winter wheat, 57 (72) ; spring wheat, 49 (63) ; 

Notes on Crop rye, 64 (73) ; maize, 57 (62) ; winter barley, 

Prospects Abroad. 63 (73) ; spring barley, 47 (50) ; winter oats, 

Go (08) ; spring oats, 45 (57) ; potatoes, 
62 (60). (London Gram, Seed and Oil Reporter, 21st August, 1919*) 

Holland. — His Majesty’s Consul-General at Rotterdam stated that 
in Holland apples and pears, on the whole, promised to be very satis- 
factory crops, while plums were moderate. Apples. — Conditions w^ere 
excellent in the Bommelerwa'cird and the south part of Utrecht ; very 
good in Gaasterland, Assen, the Betuwe and Tielervvaard ; good to very 
good in Utrccht-Vleuten, Zealand and South Limburg ; good at 
Groningen, South Friesland, North Gelderland, de Beemster, Kennemer- 
land and in South Holland ; fairly good to good in the North Friesland, 
Leeuwarden, Overyssel and North Brabant ; and fairly good at Veur 
Wassenaar and North Limburg. Pears were very good to excellent in 
the Bommelerwaard and the south part of Utrecht ; good to very good 
in Zealand ; good in Groningen, Overyssel, Gelderland, the Betuwe, 
near Nymegen, Maas and Waal, Utrecht, West Utrecht, de Beemster, 
Kennemerland, South Holland and South Limburg ; fairly good to good 
in Friesland and West Friesland ; fairly good at Assen, North Brabant 
and North JJmburg ; and moderate in the Tielcrwaard. Plums. — Good 
reports came from Assen, Oldenzaal, Upper Betuwe, Utrecht and West- 
land ; fairly good from Kastern Groningen, Deventer, De Lymers. 
Gelderland, near Nymegen, Maas and Waal ; and bad or moderate from 
other districts. Grapes under glass were good in all districts and some- 
times very good. Tomatoes were good in most parts of the country. 
Onions were reported as good to very good from Gonda ; moderate to 
fairly good from Utrecht, Westland, North Brabant and Limburg, 
and rather bad from South-Eastern Friesland, but in other districts the 
reports range from fairly good to good. Potatoes. — ^The prospects w^ere 
fairly good to good ; in North Holland, South Holland and Zealand 
conditions were fairly good. 
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The areas under certain crops this year were given as follows, in acres 
(with figure for 1918 in brackets) : — Onions, 5,683 (6,466) ; potatoes, 
425,282 (405,110) ; beans, 101,349 (115,480) ; and peas, 79,909 (86,687). 

Sweden. — ^According to the official report issued at Stockholm on 
the 1 5th August, the crop outturn this year will be above the average, 
although owing to the fall of heavy rains during the harvest the quality 
will not reach the standard anticipated. A record crop of oats is fore- 
casted, but the export of this grain is still prohibited. The condition of 
the crops on 31st July was as follows, corresponding figures for last year 
being given in brackets (5 == very good, 4 -■= good, 3 = average) : — 
Wheat, 3*5 (3-0) ; rye, 3*2 (3*0) ; barley, 3*5 (3-1) ; oats, 3*6 (3-1) ; 
mixed corn, 3-7 (3-1) ; hay, 3-3 (2*4) ; and potatoes, 3’5 (3-5). [Broom- 
halVs Corn Trade News, 21st August, 1919.) 

Italy. — The wheat crop in Italy this year is estimated at 19,300,000 
qr. as compared with 22,000,000 qr. last year. [BroomhalV s Corn Trade 
News, 4th September, 1919.) 

Canada.~According to a bulletin issued by the Bureau of Statistics 
the areas under the crops this year were estimated on 30th June to b? 
as follows (in acres, and figures for 1918 in brackets) : — All wheat, 
17,282.570 (17,353.902) ; spring wheat, 16,484,820 (16,937,287) ; oats, 
14*754.150 (14,700,000) ; barley, 3,017,920 (3,153.711) ; O’®. 5^>5,275 
(555.294); poas, 213,283 (235,976) ; mixed grain. 886,650 (921,326); 
hay and clover, 10,662,870 (10,544,625) ; alfalfa, 196,793 (196,428) ; 
buckwheat, 535.225 (548,097); linseed, 1,069,330 (1,068,120); corn 
for husking, 239,050 (250,000) ; beans, 166,066 (228,577) ; potatoes, 
712,665 (735.192); turnips, etc., 330,935 (343.037).* corn for fodder, 
487,115 (502,069). [London Gram, Seed and Oil Reporter, 2 ^rd.Ax\g\\?>t, 

1919.) 

United Statea. — The Crop Reporting Board of the United Stales 
Department of Agriculture give the following estimates of production 
based on the condition of the crops on ist September (in bush, and 
final official returns for 1918 in brackets) : — Winter wheat, 715,000,000 
(558,449,000) ; spring wheat, 208,000,000 (358,651,000) ; all wheat, 
4^23.000,000 (917,100,000) ; maize, 2,858,000,000 (2,582,814,000) ; oats, 

1.225.000. 000 (1,538,359.^00); barley, 195,000,000 (256,375,000); rye, 

85.000. 000 (89,103,000) ; and linseed, to, 000,000 (14,657,000). 

The average yield per acre compared with that of 1918 (in brackets) 
is as follows (in bush.) : — ^Winter wheat, 14*6 (i5‘2) ; Spring wheat, 
9*2 (i6-o) ; all wheat, 12-9 (15*5) ; maize, 27-8 (24-0) ; oats, 28*9 (34-6) ; 
barley, 21*9 (26*5) ; rye, 12*9 114*4) ; and linseed, 5-5 (7-6). [London 
Grain, Seed and Oil Reporter, 8th September, 1919.) 

South Africa. — ^The maize crop for the Union, based on the condition 
of the crop at the end of June, is estimated at 3,366,000 qr. as compared 
with 3,672,000 qr. last year. The acreage under the crop is estimated 
to be II per cent, less than last year. [London Grain, Seed and Oil 
Reporter, ist September, 1919O 

India. — ^The final official estimate gives the total yield of wheat 
in India in 1919 as 35,259,000 qr, [BroomhalV $ Corn Trade News^ 
25th August, 1919-) 
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The warm and dry weather during the early part of August 
was very favourable to the harvesting of the crops, and much corn 
was cut and secured in good condition. The 
Agriooltural wet weather at the end of the month delayed 
Conditioni in England the work, but has not done much damage to 
and Wales the corn. 

on 1st September. There has been some slight improvement 
in the general condition of the corn crops 
during the month, but all are below the average. Wheat is the 
best of the three cereals, but is some 8 per cent, lighter than usual. 
Barley has slightly improved, but the yield is expected to be some 
1 3 per cent, below the normal, while oats have gone back, and are the 
worst of the cereals, being more than 20 per cent, under average. All 
crops are short in the straw. Much progress has been made with the 
cu tting and carting of wheat and oats, but that of barley is not so ad- 
vanced. Beans have fallen off a little during the month, while peas 
have somewhat improved. 

Potatoes have also slightly improved with the recent rains, and the 
plant is healthy, very few reports of disease being received, but the 
yield on the whole will be lighter than usual, about 9 per cent, below 
the average. 

Although the root crops have benefited by the rain, there has not 
been sufficient moisture to overcome the serious effects of the earlier 
drought. Turnips and swedes, as also mangolds, are backward and 
irregular in plant, and the yield of all roots is likely to be about 20 per 
cent, less than usual. 

Hops were not adversely affected by the dry weather at the beginning 
of the month, and the late rain was of assistance in checking the attacks 
of red spider which were beginning to prove troublesome. The yield is 
expected to be well over the average in the great hop-growing districts. 

Orchard fruit has ripened well, and apples are over-average crops, 
jv ars about average, but plums are not so plentiful as usual. 

Pastures are generally reported bare, but showing some improvement 
With the rain . Stock on the whole are healthy, but only in fair condition . 

The supply of general labour has been sufficient to meet the ordinary . 
rrcpiirements, but a shortage of skilled hands is still noticeable. 

Summarising the returns, and, expressing an average crop by 100, 
the appearance of the crops on the ist September indicated probab’e 
yields which may be expressed by the following percentages : — 'WTieat, 
92 ; barley, 87 ; oats, 78 ; beans, 90 ; peas, 91 ; potatoes, 91 ; turnips 
and swedes, 79 ; mangolds, 78 ; hops, 106. 

The following local summaries give details regarding agricultural 
labour in the different districts of England and Wales : — 

Northumberland, Durham, Cumberland, and 
Agricultural Labour Westmorland, — Local shortages of skilled men 

in England and are reported, but on the whole the supply of 
Waloi during August, labour for harvesting is about sufficient for 
requirements. 

Lancashire and Cheshire. — In a few districts the supply of labour is 
somewhat deficient, but in most it is about equal to requirements. 

Yorkshire, — Skilled labour is scarce. In general there appears to 
be no serious deficiency for harvest work. Local conditions are, 
however, variable. 
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Shropshire and Stafford, — The supply of labour is sufficient for re- 
quirements in most districts, but in some parts there is still a deficiency 
of both temporary and skilled hands, the latter being particularly 
scarce. 

Derby, Nottingham, Leicester, and Rutland, — Labour still appears to 
be scarce, but the supply is improving. 

Lincoln and Norfolk, — Labour is fairly plentiful, though skilled 
men are still in short supply. Casual labourers are asking high wages. 

Suffolk, Cambridge, and Huntingdon, — ^The supply of labour is 
sufficient in most districts, but there is still mention of a deficiency of 
skilled men in some parts. 

Bedford, Northampton, and Warwick. — labour on the whole is suf- 
ficient. 

Buckingham, Oxford, and Berkshire. — ^There is generally no shortage 
of labour, but a larger supply of skilled hands would be welcome in 
some parts of the district. 

Worcester, Hereford, and Gloucester. — The supply of labour is usually 
satisfactory, though there is still some scarcity of skilled men. 

Cornwall, Demn, and Somerset, — Labour is generally sufficient in 
quantity, though the quality is not good, and the shortage of skilled 
men is still felt. 

Dorset, Wiltshire, and Hampshire. — The supply of labour is generally 
sufficient, and sometimes fairly plentiful. 

Surrey, Kent, and Sussex. — There is no general shortage of labour, 
though skilled hands seem to be required everywhere. Up to the 
present there has been plenty of labour for hop-picking. 

Essex, Hertford, and Middlesex. — In most districts the supply of 
both skilled and casual labour is sufficient to meet the denvmd. 

North Wales. — ^Thc supply of labour is about sufficient for require- 
ments, though skilled men are scarce, and there is some scarcity of 
temporary labour. 

Mid. Wales. — Labour conditions vary considerably in different 
localities. Temporary and skilled labour is still deficient. 

South Wales. — ^The supply of labour is short in most districts, par- 
ticularly in Pembroke, but in some parts of Monmouth and Glamorgan 
there is sufficient for requirements. 


Average Prices of British Wheat, Barley, and Oats at 
certain Markets during the Month of August, 1917, 
1918, and 1919. 



Wheat. 

Barley. 

Oats. 

i . 


1917. 

19x8. 

1919. 

1917. 

19X8. 

1919. 

r 

1917 

1918. 

1919 


s. 4 . 

t. d. 

I. 

4 . 

.. i. 

s. 4 . 

s. 4 . 

s. d. 

f. d. 

f. 

d. 

London 

78 2 

76 2 

75 

11 

64 I 

... 

73 II 

55 7 

59 5 

64 

2 

Norwich 

77 11 

75 * 

73 

6 

64 9 

57 0 


54 9 

59 « 

56 

9 

Peterborough 

77 n 

74 8 

73 

3 

6s 11 

56 6 

... 

55 3 

ss >«> 

57 

0 

Lincoln 

78 0 

74 3 

73 

9 


• •• 




62 

3 

Doncaster ... 

78 0 

74 5 

72 

10 


• •• 

62 6 

54 11 

• • • 

48 

3 

Salisbury ... 

78 I 

74 0 

73 

0 

ji 4 

58 I 

76 10 

55 0 

1 

45 I 

57 

II 
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Atbsagb Prices of British Com per Quarter of 8 Imperial 
Bushels, computed from the Returns received under the Com 
Returns Act, 1882, in each Week in 1917, 1918 and 1919. 



Motb. — Returns of purchases by weight or weighed measure are converted to 
Imperial Bushels at the following rates: Wheat, & lb.; Barley, 50 lb,; Oats, 
39 lb. per Imperial Bushel. 
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Prices of Agricultural Produce, 


[SEIT., 


PRICES OF AGRICULTURAL PRODUCE. 

Average Prices of Live Stock in England and Wales 

in August and July, 1919. 

{Compiled from Reports received from the Board’s Market 


Reporters.) 




August. 

July. j 

Description. 










Second 


First 

Second 

First 



Grade. 

Grade. 

Grade. 

Grade. 



per cwt. 

per cwt. 

per cwt. 

per cwt. 

Fat Stock 


live weight. 

live weight. 

live weight, live weight.! 

Cattle 


s, d. 

s. d. 

X. d. 

J. d. 

Polled Scots 


79 3 

74 « 

82 6 

78 e 

Hereford* 


7f 7 

73 JO 

8a 3 

76 II 

Shorthorns 


78 7 

73 K» 

82 Q 

77 I 

Devons 


78 4 

73 5 

82 5 

77 4 

Welsh Runts 


78 0 

74 6 

80 9 

76 6 

Fat Cows 


73 9 

65 9 

77 I 

69 0 



First 

Second 

First 

Second 



Ouality. 

Quality. 

Quality. 

Quality 



per lb.* 

per lb.* 

per lb.* 

per lb.* 



d. 

d. 

d. 

d. 

Veal Calves 

Sheep : — 

... 

lOf 

9 

x6i 

Mi 

>3i 

Mi 

Downs 

... 

I4i 

*4* 

Longwools 

... 

Hi 

I4i 

I4i 

Hi 

Cheviots 

... 

I4i 

Hi 

14* 

Hi 

Blackfaced 

... 

14* 

*4* 

X4i 

Hi 

Welsh 

... 

I4i 

Hi 

Hi 

Mi 

Cross-bred* 

... 

Hi 

I4i 

Mi 



1 

per score. 

per score. 

per score. 

per score. 



live weight. 

live weight. 

live weight, live weight J 

Pig* ; — 

BsKon Figs 


/. a. 

/. d. 

X. d. 

X. d» 

... 

21 0 

21 0 

21 0 

ax 0 

Porkers 

... 

ai 0 

ai 0 

ai 0 

ax 0 

Lean Stock;— 


per head. 

per head. 

per head. 

per head. 

Milking Cows : — 


£ •• 

£ X. 

£ 

£ *■ 

Shorthorns— In Milk 

... 

50 la 

36 15 

so 13 

37 7 

,1 — Calvers 

••• 

47 15 

36 2 

47 to 

36 10 

Other Breeds — In Milk 

... 

45 n 

3* 2 

44 

33 19 

,, — Calvers 

... 

29 10 

ay 0 

31 0 

29 10 

Calves for Rearing 

Store Csttle : — 

... 

3 9 

a xo 

4 2 

3 5 

Shorthorns — Y earlings 

... 

15 17 

13 0 

x6 15 

13 10 

,, — Two-year-olds... 

26 6 

ax 15 

27 5 

22 6 

,, — Three-year-olds 

34 X 5 

30 4 

35 xo 

31 9 

Hereford* — T wo-vear-olds. . . 

a6 0 

aa 15 

27 0 

21 10 

Devons — ., 


28 1 

22 li 

29 6 

23 13 

Welsh Runts — „ 

Store Sheep : — 


— 

— 

«5 0 


Hoggs, Hoggets, Tegs, 
Lambs — 

and 

$. d. 

/. d. 

X. d. 

X. d. 

Downs or Longwools 
• Store Pig* 

... 

61 7 

48 8 

59 I 

50 4 

8 to la weeks old ... 

... 

60 II 

! 44 XI 

67 s 

50 7 

xa to iS ,, ,, ... 

... 

98 8 

j 79 IX 

102 9 

i« 5 


* Estimated carcass weight. 


Not*.— The prices per lb. for sheep do not Include the value of the skins or pelts, which 
durtiif{ August made prices equivalent to an additional x|d. per lb. of the carcass weight 
for Downs, Longwools, Cheviots and Crossbreds, and Ad. for Cheviots, and during 
July, lid. per lb. for Downs, Longwools, Cheviots and Mssbreds, and i|d. for Black- 
faced and Welsh. 







1919-3 Prices of Agricultural Produce, 669 


Average Prices of Provisions. Potatoes and Hay at 
certain Markets in England in August, 1919. 

(Compiled from Reports received from the Board's Market 

Reporters.) 



Bristol. 

Liverpool. 

London. 

Description. 

First 

Quality. 

Second 

Quality. 

First 

Quality. 

Second 

Quality. 

First 

Quality. 

Second 

Quality. 


/. d. 

X. d. 

X. d. 

X. d. 

X. d. 

/. d. 

Buttir 

per la lb. 

per xalb. 

per xa lb. 

per xalb. 

per 12 lb. 

per X2 lb. , 

British 

— 

— 

— 

— 

27 6 

— 

Irish Creamery — Freih 

per cwt. 

per cwt. 

per cwt. 

per cwt. 

per cwt. 

per cwt. 

— 

— 

— 

— 

— 

— 

Factory 


.... 

— 


.... 

— • 

Imported (Controlled) 

asa 0 

— 

252 0 

— 

252 0 

— 

Chbbsb 

British — 

Cheddar 

144 6 




144 6 


Cheshire 



120 lb. 
155 0 


120 lb. 
155 0 

«... 

Canadian ... .m 

t44 6 

— 

per cwt. 

144 6 

— 

per cwt. 
144 6 

— 

Bacon 

Irish (Green) ... 

19s 6 
208 0 


195 6 


195 6 


Canadian (Green sides) 

203 0 

208 0 

202 0 

204 0 

200 0 

Hams 

York (Dried or 

Smoked) 







Irish (Dried or Smoked) 

— 

— 

— 

— 

— 

— 

American (Green) 

(lone cut) 

193 6 

191 6 

193 0 

19X 0 

196 0 

192 0 

Eggs 

per xao. 

per xao. 

per 120. 

per xao. 

per xao. 

per xao. 

British 

— 

— 

— 

42 I 

39 4 

Irish 

37 6 

— 

36 7 

35 * 

37 0 

35 0 

Danish 

— 


— 

— 

40 3 

37 3 

Potatoes 

per ton. 

per ton. 

per ton. 

per ton. 

per ton. 

per ton. 

Early Eclipse 

White Kidn^ 

250 0 

215 0 

— 

— 

205 0 

175 0 

231 6 

2XX 6 

310 0 

270 0 

210 0 

i8x 6 

Other First Earlies ... 

246 6 

230 0 

280 0 

220 0 

170 0 

145 0 

Hay 

QoYcr 







Meadow 
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Average Prices of Dead Meat at certain Markets in 
England in August, 1919. 


{Compiled from Reports received from the Board's Market 

Reporters.) 


Deicription. 

Quality. 

1 Birming- 
I ham. 

Leeds. 

Liver- 

pool. 

London. 

Man- 

chester. 



per cwt. 

per cwt. 

per cwt. 

per cwt. 

per cwt. 

, Bbif:— 


s. d. 

r. 

d. 

f. d. 

i. 


/. 

d. 

English 

1st 

119 0 

119 

0 

— 

1 19 

0 

1 19 

0 


and 

119 0 

1 19 

0 


119 

0 

119 

0 

Cow and Bull 

1st 

119 0 

119 

0 

119 0 

119 

0 

119 

0 


and 

119 0 

119 

0 

100 6 

los 

0 

100 

6 

Irish : Port Killed 

1st 

119 0 



119 0 

119 

0 

— 



and 

119 0 

— 


119 0 

119 

0 

— 


Argentine Frozen — 










Hind Quarters 

1st 

111 0 

Ill 

0 

111 0 

III 

0 

Ill 

0 

; Fore „ 

1st 

71 0 

7 * 

0 

71 0 

71 

0 

71 

0 

Argentine Chilled - 










Hind Quarteri 

1st 


— 


— 

III 

0 

III 

0 

Fore „ 

1st 

— 

... 




7 * 

0 

7 x 

0 

Brazilian Frozen — 










Hind Quarters 

1st 

104 6 

104 

0 

— 

104 

0 

— 


Fore „ 

1st 

65 0 

64 

0 

— 

64 

0 



Vial 










British 

1st 

0 

0 

— 


.... 

74 

6 

81 

6 


and 

— 

81 

6 

— 

56 

0 

74 

6 

Mutton 










Scotch 

1st 

ia6 0 

126 

0 

126 0 

126 

0 

126 

0 


and 

ia6 0 

126 

0 

126 0 

126 

0 

ia6 

0 

English 

1st 

ia6 0 

126 

0 

— 

126 

0 

126 

0 


and 

ia6 0 

126 

0 



ia6 

0 

126 

0 

Irish: Port Killed 

1st 



— 






... 



and 

— 

... 


1 






Argentine Frozen 

1st 

98 0 

98 

0 

98 0 

98 

0 

98 

0 

New Zealand „ 

1st 

— 





98 

0 

98 

0 

Australian ,, 

1st 

— 

— 


— 

98 

0 

98 

0 

Lamb : — 










British 

1st 

ia6 0 

126 

0 

126 0 

ia 6 

0 

126 

0 


and 

ia6 0 

126 

0 

ia 6 0 

126 

0 

126 

0 

New Zealand 

1st 

92 i 0 

98 

0 

98 0 

98 

0 

98 

0 

Australian 

1st 




— 

98 

0 

98 

0 

Argentine 

1st 

0 

00 

0 

98 

0 

98 0 

98 

0 

98 

0 

PoiK 










British 

1st 

9 t %/1 

— 

— 


149 6 

149 

6 

*49 

6 

Frosen 

9 nQ 

1st 


— 


— 

— 


— 
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DISEASES OF ANIMALS ACTS 1894 to 1914. 

Number of Outbreaks, and of Animals Attacked or Slaughtered. 
GREAT BRITAIN. 

{From the Returns of ike Board of Agriculture and Fisheries.) 


Disbasb. 

1 

August. 

Eight Months 
ENDED August, 

1919. 

1918. 

19x9- 

1918. 

Anthrax : — 





Outbreaks 

SI 

21 

X36 

176 

Aaimals attacked 

23 

28 

174 

202 

Foot-and*Mouth Disease : — 

Outbreaks 

6 


2S 


Animals attacked 

522 

— 

i»555 

— 

Glanders (including Farcy) : — 
Outbreaks 

4 


19 

23 

Animals attacked 

5 

X 

46 

6s 

Parasitic Mange 

Outbreaks 

272 

220 

4»059 

3.449 

Animals attacked 

783 

386 

8,196 

6,53* 

Rabies 

Number of cases 

17 


1 

1 142 


i> M Dogs affected ... 

*7 

— 

j 139 

— 

,, ,, other animals 



1 

1 


affected 

j — 

— 

3 

— 

Sheep-scab : — 





Outbreaks | 

2 

6 

j 220 

252 

Swine Fever: — 

Outbreaks 

246 

119 

i 1,54* 

995 

Swine slaughtered as diseased 
or exposed to infection ... 

123 

55 

1 687 

401 


IRELAND. 

{From the Returns of the Department of Agriculture and Technical 
Instruction for Ireland.) 


Disbasb. 

j August. 

El (HIT Months 
ENDED August. 

1919. 

1 

1918. 

1919* 

19X8. 

Anthrax 

Outbreaks 

i 



2 

Animals attacked 

— 

— 

— 

2 

Glanders (including Farcy) ; — 





Outbreaks 

— 


I 

— 

Animals attacked 

i — 


1 

— 

Parasitic Mange:— 

Outbreaks 

1 

i 

II 

6 

123 

87 

Sheep-scab : — 

Outbreaks 

>4 

21 

172 

203 

Swine Fever:— 





Outbreaks 

5 

3 

*5 

17 

Swine slaughtered as diseased 
or exposed to infection 

11 

10 j 

74 1 

58 
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TIN WMrthM' In Instand tfurhiH Auffunt 



Temperature. 


Rainfrll. 


Bright 

Sunshine. 

District. 

Daily Mean. 

Dih. from 
Average. 

Amount. 

If 

No. of Days 
with Rain. 

Daily Mean. 

&< 


•F. 

•F. 

In. 

Mm.* 

Mm.* 


Hours. 

Hours 

W$ek ending 2nd Aug.: 
England, N.E. 









568 

—25 

0*11 

3 

—10 

2 

4*3 . 

—1*6 

England, £ 

58-9 

—3-0 

0*09 

2 

— 8 

2 


-3*0 

Midland Counties ... 

S8-8 

— 1*2 

0-07 

2 

— II 

I 

4*8 

—1*1 

England, S.E. 

59*1 

—2-3 

0*05 

I 

~ 9 

I 

5*3 

—1*6 

England, N.W. ... 

57-2 

—1-9 

0*321 

8 


2 

p 

-0*7 

England, S.W. ... 

59* X 

—07 

o*o6 

1 

— 16 

1 

6*7 

+0*2 

English Channel ... 

60 ‘2 

— 1-4 

005 

1 

— n 

2 

7*7 

—0*7 

Weekending gth Aug.: 







67 


England, N.E. 

59*7 

+ 1-0 

0*17 

4 

— 10 

2 

+ 1*2 

England, E 

606 

0-0 

0 05 

I 

—11 

I 

7-8 

+ 1*7 

Midland Counties ... 

60*9 

+ 1*2 

0*X2 

3 

—10 

I 

7-6 

+2*0 

England, S.E. 

61S 

0*0 

0*0^ 

1 

— 9 

X 

9-6 

+30 

England, N.W. ... 

59*3 

-l-o*5 

017 

4 

— X5 

2 

5* 

-03 

England, S.W. 

60*8 

+07 

0*12 

3 

— X3 

I 

8-S 

+ 2*3 

English^Channel ... 

62 0 

0*0 

0*34 

9 

- 5 

I 

9*1 

+1*1 

Week ending i6th Aug 
England, N.E. 

63*6 

+5-4 

0*16 

4 

— II 

2 

8*8 

+3*5 

England, E 

65-4 


0*06 

2 

— 10 

I 

10*5 

+4*3 

Midland Counties ... 

65-4 

4-6- X 

0*OS 

I 

—13 

1 

9-8 

+4*2 

England, S.E. 

66*5 

+5-4 

0*01 

0 
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0 
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I 
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17 
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4 
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22 
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5 
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0*33 

8 

— 7 

3 
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. —0*8 
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1*00 

25 
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5 

5-0 
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21 
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4 
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+2 7 
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14 
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3 
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-36 
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40 
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4 
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40 
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5 
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1*44 

37 
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6 

3*6 

—1*4 
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5X 

+34 

6 

4*6 

—1*3 
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—3-9 

2.05 

52 

+29 

6 

3*6 

-0*9 
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57*6 

—1-4 

2*13 

S4 

+30 

7 

36 

—1*8 

English Channel ... 
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0*0 
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50 

+ 34 


5*3 

—1*2 


• I inch as 23*4 nuUimetres. 


(596) Wt. P. 3isy-i6a. u,S 70 9/19. J. T.RS., LM. 






THE JOURNAL 


OF THB 

BOARD OF AGRICULTURE 

Vol. XXVI. No. 7 . 

OCTOBER. 1019. 


EDITORIAL NOTES. 

At p. 732 of this issue of the Journal will be found a message 
from the President of the Board to Agricultural Executive 
Committees. The stiU insistent need for 
increasing the output of home-grown food 
** ExMutive™ ^ combination of means. 

Committeea. These include extension of arable farming, 
early ploughing and sowing of winter 
corn, increased use of manures, rapid and efficient harvesting, 
cleaner cultivation, better seed, destruction of pests (vermin, 
insects, fungi, weeds), and so forth. All such means, taken 
together, would tend to a general levelling up of the 
standard of farming to the methods of the best farmers. 
It is desirable that really incapable and negligent farmers 
should be crowded out or otherwise eliminated. Lord 
Lee desires that the County Committees shall take firm 
and even drastic action, within the powers granted by Parlia- 
ment, “ to deal with cases in which land is being badly or 
negligently farmed and to enforce on all occupiers the observance 
of the rules of good husbandry.” Such action will be supported 
to the full by the Board and would be welcomed by the general 
public. To increase home-grown food supplies it is essential 
that aU farmers should make the best possible use of the land 
which they occupy, and good farmers might well endeavour to 
exert a beneficial influence — if only by example — on their less 
modern and up-to-date neighbours. 


The tractor trials held at Lincoln from 24th to 27th Septem- 
ber opened with fine weather, which held until the close, one or 
two storms excepted. It may be said that 
Tru^r trials could hardly have been held 

under more ideal conditions or have 
received more attention from farmers, who were present in 
their thousands and devoting themselves to a close comparison 

3 A 
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of the competing machines and the results accomplished. 
Great eagerness was shown by farmers to come to a personal 
decision as to the tractor most suitable for their soU and local i 
conditions, while many of them were concerned about adding 
a second tractor to one already at work on their farm. It 
appeared to be the general consensus of opinion that the 
majority of the tractors were doing quite good work, though 
there were undoubted differences between the results on the 
heavy land and cliff land respectively. It struck visitors, for 
example, that on the heavy land some tractors might possibly 
have done better work ploughing one furrow less, while on the 
lightest fields of the cliff land one furrow extra might have had 
better results by reducing the speed at which the outfit moved. 

The great work done by tractors during the War has cer- 
tainly had the effect of convincing farmers that they would do 
well to consider their position fully in relation to tractor work, 
as it was steadily becoming clear that tractors would enable 
work to be done rapidly in fine weather, would aid in securing 
harvest quickly and in good condition, and would ensure early 
autumn ploughing and consequent early sowing of winter 
grain — so saving seed and tending to larger yields. Such 
results w'ould in themselves warrant every effort to make the 
tractor really efficient and reliable, but some tjqje's of tractor 
may also be used for road-haulage work, and for such general 
work as a stationary steam, gas, or oil engine has commonly 
performed, e.g., chaff-cutting, root -pulping, wood-cutting, and 
even threshing. The Lincoln trials have been a great stimulus 
to the use of farm tractors, and another year or two will doubt- 
less see tractors doing much of the routine tillage work of the 
country, as well as the other classes of power work mentioned 
above. A preliminary report on the trials, recording the 
impressions of certain officers of the Board who were present, 
will be found at p. 686. A more detailed account must await 
the publication of the Judge’s report. 


The problem of land settlement is one which has confronted 
most European nations as a result of war conditions. In the 

Land Settlement, Kingdom its importance was early 

reahsed, and during the War committees 
were appointed by the Government to consider the most suitable 
measures which should be taken to encourage soldiers and 
sailors to settle on the land after demobilisation. An official 
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scheme was ready immediately after the Armistice^ to give 
effect to the recommendations of these committees, and 
particulars have been published at various times in this Journal. 
The broad outlines of the working of this scheme and the 
progress which has been made are described in Mr. Floud’s paper 
in this issue (p. 676), and the powers entrusted to the Boards of 
Agriculture and to the County Councils under the Land Settle- 
ment (Facilities) Act, 1919, are briefly explained in the note 
on p. 732. 


In recent years it has become more and more recognised that 
book-keeping, as an aid to profitable farming, has not hitherto 

_ ~ , . . received attention to the extent it deserves. 

Farm Book-keepmr. . i- i ^ 1 

In ordinary business management a know- 
ledge of accounts has been regarded as indispensable, and there 
is every reason why a proper system of accounting would be of 
the greatest value to agriculture. By sound book-keeping the 
individual farmer is able to determine and compare the results 
of particular branches of farming. Such information could be 
made of wider application if book-keeping were to be more 
generally practised, and would be of benefit not only to the 
individuals concerned but to the general body of farmers. In 
the past, when individual experience, knowledge and energy 
in the practical operations of [farm work were alone held 
sufficient to enable a reasonable profit to be made, book-keeping 
was possibly of less importance, but conditions have changed. 
With the rapidly extending use of agricultural machinery and 
other factors which promise to make for economy in the cost of 
production, profit and loss in particular methods of farming will 
have to be weighed more carefully, and in the case of expensive 
equipment, such as farm tractors, which depreciates rapidly, 
book-keeping is necessary in order that such loss of capital 
may be disclosed. Farmers are now beginning to consider 
what system of book-keeping is the most practicable and 
useful. The leaflet issued by the Agricultural Costings 
Committee on the value of farm book-keeping and cost 
accounting (reprinted at p. 708) is deserving of careful study. 
In conjimction with this article may be read the Board’s 
Leaflet No. 240 on Farm Book-keeping. 
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LAND SETTLEMENT. 

The following is a report of an Address given to the Agricul- 
tural Club on 28th May by Mr. F. L. C. Floud, C.B. The 
figures have been corrected up to 6th September ; — 

The object of the Government Land Settlement policy is not 
only to Satisfy the demand from ex-Service men for opportuni- 
ties of settlement on the land for which they have fought, but 
also to secure an increase in the rural population and greater 
production from the land. It has been the universal experience 
after all great wars that many men on release from military 
service desire to settle on the land, and it would be a tragedy if 
no opportunities of doing so were available in the Mother 
Coimtry and the men had no option but to emigrate to the 
Dominions or to foreign countries. 

Any scheme of land settlement must be elastic in character 
in order to meet the varying needs of different classes of men. 
Some men will prefer paid employment on the land, others will 
only be satisfied with small holdings of their own, and others 
wish to begin in a small way with a cottage and an acre or two 
while obtaining the greater part of their livelihood as farm 
labourers. Some men have Already all the necessary know- 
ledge and experience of the cultivation of the land,’ others are 
men who, as a result of their military service, desire to take up 
agriculture for the first time and consequently require training. 
AU these varioas classes must be provided for in different ways, 
and it is important that those who have to administer the scheme 
should bear in mind that they are dealing not with machines 
but with human beings, most of whom have definite ideas 
of what they want. 

Employment. — ^With regard to employment on the land as 
distinct from the provision of small holdings, it is believed that 
any ex-Service men who were agricultural labourers before the 
War will be able to retmn to their former occupation, and that 
the farmers will be only too glad to re-engage them at the in- 
creased wages now payable. Owing to the increased area of 
land brought under cultivation during the War, and to the 
fact that many of those who went from the land into the Army 
have lost their lives, or have been disabled, there is a shortage 
of farm labour in some parts of the country. There are, there- 
fore, openings for the employment in agriculture of men who 
before the War were engaged in other occupations, but who now 
desire to settle on the land, and such men will be wise if in the 
first instance they seek employment with a good farmer or 
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market gardener. The wages now current, coupled with the 
other advantages of country life, compare much more favourably 
with the conditions of industrial and urban employment than 
was the case before the War, and so far as financial returns are 
concerned an agricultural labourer in regular work will often 
be better off than he would be as a small holder cultivating his 
own land, while his hours of labour will be much shorter. 

Training,— Farmers are usually reluctant to employ men who 
are totally unskilled in agricultural operations, and the Board 
have arranged, therefore, to provide short courses of training 
of from six to eight weeks in the manual operations of a farm. 
Any able-bodied ex-Service man who wishes to obtain work 
on the land can apply for such training to the Agricultural 
Executive Committee of his county, and during training he 
will be paid 30s. a week, less 17s. (>d. for his board and lodging. 
Married men and men with dependents may receive in addition 
a subsistence allowance of 2s. (>d. a day while at the training 
centre. At the conclusion of their training the Agricultural 
Executive Committee will assist in placing the men in employ- 
ment with farmers, and it is believed that farmers will be ready 
to take such men and employ them at the district rate of wage. 
Ten training centres are already open, eight for general farm- 
ing, one for tractor driving, and one for horticulture, and 
additional centres will be opened as soon as they are required. 
Up to the present, however, the demand has not been large, 
and only 627 men have entered the training centres, of whom 
390 have completed their courses and obtained employment.* 

The Board decided that it was not practicable to attempt to 
provide for able-bodied men the long and expensive course of 
training which would be necessary to fit unskilled men to become 
small holders, particularly as it would be impossible to find 
them holdings as soon as their training had been completed. 

DisaMed Man.— In the case, however, of men who are in 
receipt of disability pensions, the Government have imder- 
taken to provide longer courses of training up to a year, and the 
responsibility of dealing with such men who desire to settle 
on the land has been transferred from the Ministry of Pensions 
to the Board of Agriculture. Two hundred and thirty-nine 
disabled men are at present in 14 training centres, and 176 
have been placed for training with individual farmers. These 
men receive a personal allowance of 40s. per week, wife’s 
allowance of los. per week, children’s allowances of from 7s. 6 d. 


• It has now been decided that courses for training able-bodied men will 
not be provided after the 31st March, 1920. 
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to 6s. per week, and " living away from home ” allowance in 
respect of dependents of from 17s. 6d. to los. td. per week. 
In addition, a comfort allowance up to 7s. bd. a week may be 
awarded by the local War Pensions Committee. 

Offloara. — Special training schemes have been established for 
ex-officers and men of similar educational standard who 
desire to take up agriculture. A limited number, not exceeding 
100, of scholarships up to £175 a year for three years, tenable 
at a imiversity or agricultural college, are available for men 
who desire to become agricultural organisers or teachers of 
agricultme. Over 1,100 apphcations for these scholarships 
have been received by the Board, and 65 have been granted, 
and in view of the limited number of posts available it is not 
proposed to award more than 100 scholarships. The Board 
have also been authorised to give 2,000 allowances not exceed- 
ing £125 a year for two years to ex-officers who intend to start 
farming on their own account, to enable them to obtain 
residential training and practical experience with a good farmer. 
Over 3,200 applications have been received for these allowances, 
1,200 ex-officers have commenced their training, and 211 more 
have been approved, and will start shortly. The number of 
allowances now available is very limited, and applications are 
confined to those officers and men who are demobilised between 
1st September and 31st December, 1919. After the latter 
date no applications can be considered. 

Ssttlement— The responsibility of dealing with men who 
desire to settle on the land otherwise than as ordinary wage 
earners working for farmers or market gardeners is divided 
between the Board and the County Councils. 

Farm Sattiemants.— I'he Board themselves were authorised 
by the Small Holdings (Colonies) Act, 1916, to acquire not 
more than 6,000 acres in England and Wales for the establish- 
ment of co-operative settlements on the lines recommended 
by the Verney Committee which reported in January (Cd. 8182). 
The whole area authorised was acquired in 1916 and 1917, and 
by the amending Act of 1918 the area authorised to be acquired 
was increased to 60,000 acres. Dp to the present ten estates 
have been acquired, comprising 18,600 acres, and active negotia- 
tions are in progress for the acquisition of an additional 10,000 
acres. 

These settlements are being developed either as small hold- 
ings colonies or as big profit-sharing farms. In the latter 
case, as at Patrington in Yorkshire, the land is farmed as a 
whole by a Director, the settlers have their own cottages with 
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half an acre of garden, they are employed on the farm at the 
district rate of wage, and, after a preUminary period of pro- 
bation, they are entitled to a share in the profits made from 
fanning the land. The profits, after paying 5 per cent, interest 
on the farming capital and the working expenses of the farm, 
including rent, rates, repairs, and other annual charges, and 
after allocating a percentage to a reserve fund, are divided 
between capital, management, and labour in proportion to the 
amounts paid out to them in the working account. In other 
words the settlers receive dividends on the amount of their 
wages for the year. For the 18 months ended 30th September, 
1918, a period which includes two harvests, the net profit on 
the Patrington Settlement of 2,300 acres was £11,685, the 
share of profits due to. the settlers amounted to a dividend of 
over 50 per cent, on their wages. 

The other type of settlement may be illustrated by the one 
at Holbeach in Lincolnshire. Here the Board have leased from 
the Crown 1,000 acres of first-class agricultural land. It is 
specially suited for market garden small holdings, and it is 
being developed to provide some 70 small holdings of 5 acres 
each in the first instance, to be increased to 10 acres as the men 
find their feet. The remainder of the estate will be retained 
as a central farm under the control of the Director, whose 
advice and assistance wiU be available for the small holders 
both as regards the cultivation of their holdings and the co- 
operative organisation of facilities for the purchase of their 
requirements and the sale of their produce. The settlers will 
also be able to obtain on hire from the central farm the use of 
horses and the more expensive farm machinery, and will be 
able to supplement their earnings by working on the central 
farm at certain seasons. Fifty-four new cottages have been 
erected on this estate, and 10 more will be built. The cottages 
are let to the settlers at £10 a year, and they pay a rent of 
£2 los. an acre for their land. 

At the present time the total number of ex-Service settlers 
on the Board’s Farm Settlements is 239, and additional men are 
being taken on each week. 

County CounoH Snwii NoMinaro. — ^The bulk of the applications 
for small holdings are from men who were on the land before 
joining the Army, and it is the duty of each County Council to 
provide land for its own residents. A large part of the demand 
comes from men who want small areas of land near their own 
homes, and although the Board and the County Councils have 
been severely criticised for providing such accommodation 
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holdings there is a great deal to be said in their favour. There 
are many men in the villages whose principal occupation does 
not employ their whole time, such as carriers, postmen, butchers, 
carpenters, or even publicans, and the provision of a small 
area of land for cultivation or for the keeping of a few live 
stock often means to such men the difference between bare 
subsistence and a comfortable living. 

There is a large demand also for self-supporting holdings of 
from 30 to 50 acres for mixed or dairy farms, and for smaller 
holdings for fruit growing and meirket gardening. In pre-war 
days these small holdings were very successful in suitable dis- 
tricts such as Himtingdon, Isle of Ely, South Lincoln, Cornwall, 
and Norfolk. All are agreed that the success of many of these 
men was amazing, and on visiting some of these districts one 
cannot but be struck by the general air of prosperity due 
to the facilities for men to get land. 

Cottas* Hoidinss<— A large number of men will be better off 
to begin with if they are provided with a cottage and a small 
area of land (2-5 acres), but obtain the principal part of their 
livelihood by working for others. These holdings will provide 
the first step on the ladder, and will be of great value by in- 
creasing the number of untied cottages. They will also add 
to the rural population and provide addition^ labour which 
will be available for the fanners. Cottage holdings are 
particularly suited to men suffering from disablement such as 
shell shock, tuberculosis, etc., who cannot go back to the towns, 
and whose only hope is a life in the country among healthy 
surroundings. They will have their pensions and may be able 
to earn a little extra and be able to live in fairly comfortable 
conditions. 

Equipment and Building*. — Equipment and buildings will 
have to be provided. Before the War only 700 cottages had 
been built by County Councils under the Small Holdings Act, 
but under present conditions it is evident that an enormous 
number of new cottages must be provided, and the County 
Councils must take their part in the work. They are badly 
needed for small holdings and also for the general interest 
of agriculture. Many existing cottages ought to be condemned, 
but until something can take their place they must be allowed 
to stand. It is hoped that the County Councils will embark 
on a vigorous policy of equipping adequatdy all the land they 
acquire for land settlement. 

Buslii*** Org«nlmti*n. — There is general agreement that co- 
operation is the secret of success in land settlement, but up 
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to the present there has not been much result from the efforts 
of the Agricultural Organisation Society. For small holders, 
conditions in the future are bound to be difficult. They 
may have to face a serious fall in prices, and they will not be 
able to compete with larger growers unless they combine on 
co-operative lines. 

Transport One of the most important factors in the success 
of small holdings is adequate transport facilities for the convey- 
ance to market of the small holder’s produce. There is a great 
work to be done in improving rural transport, and we are hoping 
for great things from the new Ministry of Transport when it 
gets to work. We know that there is no part of the recon- 
struction policy of the Government in which the Prime Minister 
takes more interest that in the question of transport, and it is 
imdoubtedly the case that many parts of the country will not 
be properly developed till the transport facilities are improved. 

Capital. It is essential that the small holder should be 
adequately equipped with capital. Big farmers often have not 
enough, and the production from the land would in many cases 
be greatly increased if farmers would concentrate their capital 
on smaller areas. Without sufficient capital the small holder 
cannot get good stock or implements, and wiil have no chance 
of a business success. The Government propose, therefore, 
to authorise advances of capital to approved applicants on the 
recommendation of the County Cormcils through the machinery 
of the Joint Stock Banks. 

There is a different system in Germany and Denmark, but 
people often forget that in this country we have one great 
asset — the finest banking system in the world. The Government 
consider it is best to use the organisation of the Joint Stock 
Banks rather than try experiments in other directions. There 
is the additional advantage that it will encourage the small 
holder to open a banking account of his own, which is a step 
towards keeping farming accounts. If the small holder is 
prepared to go to the Bank and start an account, even with an 
overdraft guaranteed by the Board through the County Council, 
it will be better than attempting to force a credit system based 
on unlimited liability, which, however successful abroad where 
the conditions are different, has made no progress in this 
country, and is evidently alien to the type of men with whom 
we have to deal. 

Rent -One of the first questions the small holder will ask 
is ; what will the rent be ? Under the old Small Holdings 
Act the County Council paid for the land, equipment, etc., 
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added a charge for management, and the rent had to be suffi- 
cient to recoup the whole of the arniual charges. Under 
present conditions we have had to depart entirely from that 
method. The interest on loans is now 5i per cent, as com- 
pared to 34 per cent, before the Wsir, which means an extra 
charge of £i an acre for land which costs £^o an acre. Buildings 
cost anything from loo per cent, to 200 per cent, more, and it 
is obviously impossible for the small holder to pay a rent which 
would recoup the whole of the capital outlay. The principle 
adopted is that the small holder shall pay a fair rent at present- 
day values fixed by the County Coimdl according to the 
quality of the land. 

Fiimno*. — ^This side of the question is appalling. The 
Government have set aside £20,000,000 for loans in the next 
two years, and have undertaken to pay the whole of the annual 
deficiency during the next seven years, and at the end of that 
period to write off the difference between the cost and the 
then value of the small holdings. 

On every cottage built there will be a heavy annual loss which 
may amount to 13s. a week, or even more, and if the whole of 
the £20,000,000 is spent the total net cost to the Exchequer 
might at the worst be as much as £8,000,000 . It is not a cheering 
prospect for the taxpayer, but at any rate it can be regarded 
as evidence of Government recognition of the debt the coimtry 
owes to the men who have fought in the War, and if agriculture 
remains prosperous the loss should be considerably less. 

Proffme made.— The demand from ex- Service men amounts 
at present to 19,300 applications for 349,000 acres, and the 
applications are increasing rapidly each week. Inquiries by 
a Commissioner through one army corps showed a percentage 
of between 4 and 5 who desired to settle on the land. If this 
percentage is constant throughout the whole Army there 
would be about 750,000 applicants for land, but the demand is 
not expected to be so great, and it would be physically im- 
possible to provide small holdings in this country for such a 
number without dispossessing thousands of the existing tenants. 

The average pre-war size of a holding was 13 acres. If we 
put the size of holdings at present applied for at 10-12 acres, 
at least 200,000 acres are already required. 

The County Council returns show that out of 13,500 men 
interviewed, 11,700 have been approved as suitable. What 
prospect is there of supplying the present demand ? The 
Board have acquired 24,500 acres, and the Coimty Councils 
88,500 acres, and are negotiating for a further 93,000 acres. 
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If all is acquired there wUl be not more than is sufficient to 
satisfy the present demand, and as soon as land is ready for 
occupation the number of apphcants is sure to increase con- 
siderably. Compulsory orders have been made by County 
Councils in respect of 13,000 acres, where the owners were 
tmwilling to sell, or would not agree as to the price. 

Price of Land. — ^Newspapers have commented on the inflated 
prices which are being paid for land, and it is true that the value 
of good land has gone up 20 per cent, to 35 per cent, over pre- 
war prices. These prices had to be paid unless the Govern- 
ment adopted some other standard than market value of land 
as the basis for the acquisition of land for public purposes. 

The Board realised the penalty of not doing anything during 
the War. They had pointed out that during the War they 
ought to begin to get land to provide for the aftei-war demand, 
but the Treasury felt unable to provide any money until it was 
certain that the ^^’ar would be won. No doubt the Treasury 
were justified in their attitude, but the result was that much 
higher prices had to be paid now than would have been the case 
two or three years ago. 

Answers to some Criticisms.- It is said by many of the appli- 
cants that promises were made by the Government that facilities 
would be given for land settlement, but that when it comes 
to the point they are told that they must wait 18 months. The 
reason of the delay is — and it is not sufficiently recognised — 
that all the land is already occupied by someone. I have been 
astonished by newspaper writers who think that there is any 
amount of derelict land available admirably suited for small 
holdings. Of course, it does not exist, and all suitable land 
is at present occupied by someone. The occupier is entitled 
to notice or heavy compensation for early possession. There is 
bound to be some delay before vacant possession can be ob- 
tained, but the Land Settlement Act contains special provisions 
which will reduce this delay to the minimum. Even when 
vacant possession has been obtained, it takes some time before 
the necessary houses and buildings can be erected. The 
difficulties of building at present, with the high cost of materials 
and the shortage of skilled labour, are so serious that suggestions 
are often made that disused army huts should be made 
available as a temporary expedient. The Board and the 
Goimty Councils are doing this to some extent, but it is not a 
satisfactory solution. The huts are being sold at auction, and 
are fetching high prices, and by the time they have been re- 
moved, re-erected, divided, and made fit for habitation, they 
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cost an3^hing from ^400 to £500 each. The loan charges on 
the cost, having regard to the comparatively short period of 
their life, would be as much or more than the rent of a per- 
manent cottage, and, moreover, we do not want to disfigure 
the countryside by putting up numbers of old army huts as 
suitable homes for heroes. 

Another criticism is directed against the choice of the C ounty 
Councils as the agents to carry out the work of land settlement, 
and we are often told that most of the Councils are composed 
of landowners and farmers, and are reactionary bodies. In 
the opinion of the Board this criticism is not justified, ‘but it 
must be met by the Coimcils showing themselves in earnest 
and really sympathetic to the applicants. The majority of 
the Councils are sympathetic and are working hard ; but it 
would be wise for the County Councils to recognise the 
prejudice against them. 

There is a very strong case for the County Councils carrying 
out the work of land settlement. They are the bodies in pos- 
session and the only bodies with the necessary statutory powers. 
The only alternative possible was a bureaucratic system working 
directly under the Board, and the last thing the country wants 
is a vast increase in the number of Government officials. 

Other kinds of criticism come from some of the farmers, who 
believe that an extension of small holdings will result in re- 
duced production from the land. The question of the best 
economic unit for production is a highly controversial one on 
which different opinions may legitimately be held. It has, 
however, been the experience of the Board that the land which 
was converted into small holdings before the War is in fact 
producing more and carrying a larger head of stock than was 
the case before it was taken over. It is probably true that the 
land taken had not been very highly farmed when it was in 
large occupations, but imtil all the large farms of the country 
are producing up to the maximum there is plenty of room for a 
large extention of small holdings, not only without any loss of 
production but with every hope of gain. There is no doubt 
also that men will work much harder for themselves than they 
will for other people, and as a general rule there is less waste 
and more attention to side lines on small holdings than on large 
farms. Moreover, apart from the question of what is the most 
productive unit, there are other important advantages of small 
holdings from the social and political points of view. It is a 
striking feature of the modern labour movement that more 
importance is attached to free and full conditions of life than 
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to the mere monetary returns of labour. Man does not live 
by bread alone, and an independent career and an escape from 
the factory system of industrial employment is worth more to 
many men than highly-paid service for others. 

Farmers are also critical of the scheme on the ground that it 
will involve great hardship to sitting tenants. The Board are 
anxious to avoid any undue displacement of good farmers, and 
wherever possible land will be taken on the expiration of 
tenancies or from men who occupy several farms. But it niust 
be recognised that the demand for small holdings is very large, 
that the Government have given definite pledges to suitable 
ex-Service men that land will be provided for them, and that 
there will be serious trouble if these pledges are not carried out. 
There is a great deal of land in the country which is not producing 
at present more than half of what it should, and there are many 
cases where it would be in the national interests to reduce the 
holdings of men who have larger farms than they have the 
capital to farm properly. In their own interests farmers would 
be very ill advised to take up an attitude of opposition to land 
settlement, as it will help to increase the reserve of labour 
available for their assistance at busy seasons. A considerable 
area of land has been offered to the Board or to County Councils 
by some of the largest occupjnng owners who realise this. 
Owing to the action of the Wages Board, the farmer’s labour 
bill has increased very considerably, and it is probable that 
in the future farmers will not be able to afford to keep such a 
large staff of regular labourers as formerly, and that they will 
have to rely more on casual labour, for which small holdings 
form an excellent recruiting ground. 

The Board recognise fully the great difficulties of the task for 
which they are responsible, but with reasonable patience on 
the part of the men and hearty co-operation from County 
Councils, landowners and farmers, it can be carried out with 
great advantage to the interests of the nation as a whole, and 
without any harm to agriculture or food production. I feel 
sure that in this work the Board can rely on the sympathetic 
assistance of all members of the Agricultural Wages Board, 
whether they belong to the workers’ or to the employers’ side. 
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THE LINCOLN TRACTOR TRIALS. 

Thompson Close, B. J. Owen, B.Sc. (Eng.), and 
H. G. Richardson, M.A., B.Sc. 

Prehminary Notice. 

The Lincoln Tractor Trials mark a definite stage in the 
employment of the internal combustion engine in British 
farming. A detailed account must necessarily await the 
Judges’ report, which at the time of writing has not been 
issued, but the present opportunity may be taken for dealing 
generally with the lessons conveyed by the trials. 

Two facts must strike any observer : with insignificant 
exceptions, all the competing tractors ran practically con- 
tinuously and without a hitch ; the very large attendance was 
composed of farmers and others from all parts of the United 
Kingdom and abroad, all present not as spectators but to 
obtain practical information as users, manufacturers or officials. 
The contrast in the circumstances of the trials as well as in 
the size and attitude of the gathering with what might be seen 
four or five, or even fewer, years ago, reflects not only upon the 
Society of Motor Manufacturers and Traders who organised 
the exhibition, but upon the Board of Agriculture, without 
whose activities, it may be asserted, the country would still 
have been in the pioneer stage. 

TvpM of Traotor oxhibitod.— Of the thirty or so models which 
the Food Production Department of the Board piuchased at 
the commencement of the Tractor Scheme early in 1917, 
practically none was competing except such as had been found 
by the Department to be suited to British conditions. The 
unsuitable models have disappeared from the British market, 
superior models by the same manufacturers in some cases 
taking their place. This process would have occurred in any 
event, but without the intervention of the Government Tractor 
Scheme, the process would inevitably have been spread over 
a considerable period, instead of little more than two years. 
Manufacturers have undoubtedly learned from the experience 
of the Department, both from the machines that proved 
successful and were introduced in great numbers, and also 
from the larger number of types that failed and were represented 
by at most a few himdred machines in all. 

The pioneer stage of the industry having been passed, it 
was to be expected that there would be few novel features in 
the machines competing. The present tendency of manu- 
facturers is the sound one of developing on lines well-establi^ed 
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by experience in this country, improving where necessary in 
detail, although it is at the same time evident that all manu- 
facturers probably realise that great, and perhaps fvmdamental, 
changes may be introduced before long in the design of agri- 
cultural tractors and will be willing to follow a lead which has 
a substantial promise of success. 

One noteworthy feature at the trials was the evidence 
afforded by the types exhibited that manufacturers have 
definitely departed from the idea that great weight is necessary 
and are paying close attention to the reduction of weight. 
Beyond a certain point any increase of weight must clearly 
increase the liability of slipping on soft ground and decrease 
the ability of the tractor to climb gradients, besides increasing 
the risk of damage to the engine when stones are encountered. 
Considerable attention has also clearly been given to rendering 
the vital parts of the machinery more accessible, and to pro- 
viding protection from the effect of weather and dirt. 

Hish-spead versus Low-spaed. — At present one of the most 
interesting aspects of the industry is the contest between the 
high-speed vertical engine (adapted primarily for petrol) and 
the low-speed horizontal engine (adapted primarily for paraffin). 
This is particularly illustrated by the exhibits of the Inter- 
national Harvester Company, who have introduced the 
‘‘ International Junior,” a four-cylinder high-speed engine rated 
at 22 5 h.p. side by side with the well-known Titan and Mogffi, 
both slow-speed horizontal engines. Excellent work is per- 
formed by both types of machine, although there is a tendency 
to criticise adversely some of the ploughing done by machines 
of the type of the ” International Junior,” “ Fordson,” and 
" Austin,” and others fitted with high-speed vertical engines, 
all of which develop a higher ploughing speed than machines 
with the horizontal oil engine. The criticism is based upon 
the fact that the breasts of tractor ploughs are still designed 
on the lines of the horse-plough breasts, the construction of 
which was determined by the speed of a team of horses moving 
at the rate of about two miles an hour : with a higher speed 
there is a tendency for the furrow slice to be broken and to be 
cast farther than is desired in good ploughing. The solution 
of the problem is, however, not to reduce the speed of the 
tractor (and so to increase the cost of the work) but to modify 
the design of the breast. Taking the work as a whole there is 
probably little to choose between the two types, and the 
comparative value of the two under present conditions is 
likely to be best shown by their respective durability, wearing 
qualities and ease in handling. 
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WliMto and catarpHlar Traok.— Another problem of a similar 
character is presented by the use, in a minority of the t5rpes 
exhibited, of caterpillar tracks. All these machines were 
employing high-speed vertical engines : the caterpillar tractors 
were principally of British manufacture (Blackstone, Cla3rton, 
Martin), only one (the Cleveland) coming from America. 
Certain of the British manufacturers were exhibiting both 
wheeled and caterpillar types, a sure sign that the question is 
still in doubt. It is dubious whether there is any advantage 
in the caterpillar type, at least in its present stage of develop- 
ment, to outweigh the disadvantages which result from an 
increase in the number of wearing parts. The theoretical 
principles underlying the employment of the caterpillar track 
are that in this way the actual dead weight is distributed, thus 
reducing the intensity of pressure upon the land, while the 
factor of adhesion is increased. While the former principle is 
undoubtedly true, it is by no means certain that the pressure 
exerted by the wheeled tractors ordinarily in use has any 
adverse effect upon tillage ; at the same time it was not evident 
at the trials, nor has it been shown in farming practice, that 
any superior grip on the land has been secured by caterpillar 
tracks as compared with wheels fitted with suitable attach- 
ments. It may be remarked that many various devices 
were used at the trials to give wheeled tractors the necessary 
grip on the land. These may be classified in three groups : 
spikes, bars and spuds ; but no particular t5q)e appeared to 
act more efficiently than another, and the question is compli- 
cated by the different sizes and designs employed for each tjq)e. 

In making a comparison with wheeled tractors it is not 
suggested that excellent work is not performed by caterpillar 
tractors, but that their advantages do not lie in their 
distinguishing feature. 

Self-oontaiMd Maohinea. — The self-contained machine has 
been taken up only by a minority of manufacturers. At the 
Lincoln Trials were to be seen the Crawley Agrimotor, the 
Moline (both wheeled tractors) and the Martin Caterpillar. 
The theoretical advantages of the self-contained machine lie in 
the smaller headland which, it is supposed, will be left, and the 
fact that the operator sits behind his work and can thus better 
observe and adjust the plough or other implement attached. 
Some of the spectators present at the trials were also of opinion 
that the implement was kept steadier by the weight of the opera- 
tor above it. The single-unit machines also occupy less time 
in turning, being in many cas& able to come out, turn and 
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re-entea: without any stoppage or slackening of speed ; apart 
from this feictor it was not apparent that any marked advantage 
lay in the special features of the self-contained lUcichines. 
Independent tractors were turning on headlands as narrow, 
and the operators seemed to experience no difficulty in watch- 
ing and regulating their work. The problem is one to which 
time and attention are likely to be devoted in future and to 
which no final answer is yet possible. 

RoMi WorlL — most significant feature of the trials lay in 
the haulage tests. No figures are yet available showing the 
performance of individual macliines, but some excellent work 
was ‘undoubtedly performed. The great difficulty previously 
experienced has been to prevent excessive vibration in agricul- 
tural tractors when used upon the road, since, with very few 
exceptions, they are only sprmig on the front axle. It remains 
to be seen whether the machines can stand the work. The 
device which has been adopted in the case of the “ Austin ” 
of fastening rubber blocks to the rear wheels appears to be 
promising. Further developments in the adaptation of agri» 
cultural tractors to road haulage will be awaited with interest, 
since a device which will render the machines equally suitable 
for field and road work will double their value to the farmer. 

PioHflrhlnR and Typaa of naugli.— The work which was done 
with various types of ploughs ^at the trials should settle once 
for aU the controversy which has continued for some years as 
to the suitability of American ploughs for use in this country. 
As was stated in a previous article,* American firms made a 
mistake in introducing ploughs with wide furrows and digger 
breasts which naturally could not turn out work at all compar- 
able with that performed by an English general-purpose plough. 
All the ploughs operated at the Lincoln trials were turning 
narrow furrows and were fitted with general-purpose breasts 
approximating to British pattern. The result was such that 
it would be very difficult, if not impossible, for any person 
ignorant of the type used to distinguish in most instances be- 
tween the work of British and American ploughs. On the light 
(heath) land indeed the American ploughs appeared to scour 
better and did on the whole the neater work. 

Another feature of the ploughing was the general adoption 
of self-lift ploughs. Riding ploughs were in use with a few 
of the heavier tractors, but no advantage could be perceived 
to arise from the extra labour employed. 

TlwiMliinsv— A number of exhibitions of threshing by tractcer 
were given, affording ample evidence of the suitability of the 

* " Modern Labour-saving Implementa." August, X9X9, P- 4^- 
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majority of tractors for this work. Many of the farmers in 
the district surrounding Lincoln have already adopted with 
great advantage this method of doing their threshing. 

fSonoliMioii. — ^The Lincoln trials were of great value from 
the commercial standpoint and were also of great educational 
value to the farmers who attended them. It is difficult to 
conceive of a better means of demonstrating the articles which 
a manufacturer has to sell or of affording a would-be purchaser 
a ready means of determining his choice. It should, however, 
be borne in mind that the trials were by no means exhaustive 
or final tests of the value or capacity of any machine. * They 
cannot from their very circumstances afford any evidence of 
the durability of a machine, nor are they in any case strictly 
comparative, since there is no uniformity of test or conditions. 
The very favourable weather conditions under which the trials 
were carried out, while most happy from a commercial and 
probably from an educational standpoint, in themselves 
lightened the task both of the machines and the operators. 
The fields were selected so as to give, as far as practicable, 
uniform soil conditions, but there was very considerable, 
although unavoidable, variation in the plots allotted to the 
different types. Another point worthy of notice is the presence 
of the expert operator at trials of this character,, and the 
personal factor undoubtedly comes into play to a very con- 
siderable extent. There is room for tests of a rather different 
character, extending over a considerable period, and so 
arranged as to give approximate uniformity of task and 
conditions. In this way a standard of comparison could be 
instituted far more exact than is possible under conditions 
such as existed at the Lincoln trials, and the durability of the 
machines, of the first importance to farmers, could be evaluated. 

There is, however, room for both types of test, and neither 
could displace the other. The popular success of the Lincoln 
trials is undoubted evidence of the need for exhibitions of that 
character. 

It remains to add that British manufacturers were well 
represented at the trials, and that the British-made tractors 
compared favourably in every way with the American tractors. 
Apart from American machines, only one foreign type, the 
F. I. A. T., was entered ; in future years it is to be expected 
that French and other continental manufacturers .will be 
represented, and a great deal may be learnt both by British 
manufacturers and farmers who have hitherto in the matter 
of tractors gone to school almost exclusively in America. 
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LAND RECLAMATION IN GERMANY. 

The following is an account of the present-day methods of 
peat land reclamation in Germany, written by Mr. G. B. 
Farlam, who was taken prisoner of war in May, 1915, and who, 
after spending a few months in a German hospital recovering 
from wounds, was drafted to the Royal Prussian Lands of 
Ostenholzer Moor, Hanover, where he was put to work 
as a labourer on the extensive reclamation scheme then in 
operation under the direction of the Prussian Ministry of 
Agriculture. 

During the three years Mr. Farlam was kept at this work 
he made notes of the results of his observations, and he is to 
be congratulated on his endeavour to extract, in spite of the 
difficulties and hardships of his position, such information as he 
thought might be of use or interest to his own country. 

RECLAMATION AND CULTIVATION OF “ DEEP ” PEAT LANDS. 

Prallmlnary, — ^The writer’s experience was obtained on the 
Royal Prussian Lands of Ostenholzer Moor, Hanover, about 
the latitude of the Central Midlands of England. The 
work was directed by officials of the Prussian Ministry of 
Agriculture. 

Ostenholzer Moor is a low-lying moor of approximately 
18,000 acres. Of this approximately 11,000 acres was under 
government control, the remainder being under control of a 
local authority corresponding to an English County Council. 
Plans had been made for drainage, cultivation, and division 
into small holdings, of the whole moor. The work in the portion 
under the “ County Council ” was much further advanced, 
several small holdings having been under occupation by peasants 
for several years. 

The central portion of the moor was peat land with peat to 
a maximum depth of 12 yd. The stratum below the peat 
consisted of sand and gravel. Large tracts on the edge of the 
peat were sand, and these had mostly been afforested about 
1885-7. Certain portions of the peat land had also been 
afforested at the same time. On the peat lands the natural 
growth was heather, a little grass of very coarse nature also 
growing in certain places. The peat was of a very fibrous 
nature, and of a light brown colour when dry. It was of 
little value as fuel, not being solid enough, but had been used 
for manufacturing peat moss litter. At the end of 1918 several 
thousand acres of this land had beoi fully drained, but 
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owing to scarcity of labour, materials, and especially of artificial 
manure, only about 450 acres of peat land were actually under 
cultivation in the portion under Government control. About 
2,000 acres were under cultivation in the portion controlled by 
the " County C ouncil.” The methods adopted by the two 
authorities were similar in every respect. 

Previous Culthiatien — ^The whole moor had been roughly 
drained by surface ditches of about a yard deep about 1880, 
for the purposes of buckwheat cultivation. This came to an 
end about 1895, and nothing further having been done these 
ditches were of little value as a means of drainage. 

Methods of Drabioso. — In the first place a system of main 
drainage canals had been dug over the whole length of the 
moor (see Fig. i). These canals were placed at a regular 
distance of 530 yd. apart, dividing the whole moor into 
parallelograms. These drainage canals were 7 ft. wide at the 
surface, sloping down to 3 ft. wide at the water level, and 
averaged about 7 ft. in depth (see Fig. 4). They had 0-2 per 
cent, fall, i.e., about 7 in. per rco yd., and discharged into a 
larger canal, which discharged into the River Aller. For 
drainage purposes, the land was then surveyed out into smaller 
rectangles, so arranged that the length of the primary lines of 
drainage pipes (“ farm tiles ”) should never exceed 150 yd. 
(see Fig. 2). These were laid out by a surveyor, and a 
complete system of trenches t yd. wide and i yd. deep was dug, 
and allowed to remain open for a year, during which time the 
land dried up sufficiently for further working. Trenches could 
not be dug to full depth right away as the land was so wet 
that the sides collapsed. 

Immediately previous to pipe-laying the trenches were 
deepened to the necessary extent, the floor of the trench being 
made as flat as possible. Guide wires were fixed along the side 
of the trench under the direction of .the surveyor, to show the 
correct depth. The pipes were laid on beds of heather cut 
in the immediate neighbourhood of the work, and a further 
covering of heather was placed on top. The trenches ware 
then immediately filled in. Pipes should not be laid less 
than 5 ft. deep, and as great a fall as possible should be given, 
not less than 0*5 per cent. — ^half-a-yard per hundred. Pipes 
should be laid not more than 21 yd. apart, and in very marshy 
places 15 yd. Boards may he used in very marshy places to 
support the drain pipes. The writer saw drains laid by 
method working well 10 years after being kdd ; pipes with 2 in. 
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internal diameter were chiefly used, the collecting drains 
being laid with suitably larger pipes. It is important to note 
that drains must be laid as soon as possible after the trenches 
are deepened, on account of the danger of collapsing. 

One man accustomed to the work can dig an average of 
about 20 cub. yd. of peat per diem. Therefore, for i acre of 
ground the labour required would be : — 


Preliminary drainage 
Deepening trenches 
Pipe laying 
Filling in . . 


about 10 working days.* 
*» 5 »» *» 

>f 3 5 ** 

f* 3 ** ** 


Tliis gives a total per acre of 23 5 working days, or an actual 
labour cost alone of £9 8s. per acre, assuming the present 
standard rate of wages of 8s. per day be paid. 

It is also to be noted that the work is not of a pleasant 
nature. The labourer is working in water practically all the 
time, and water-tight knee boots are essential. The fibrous 
peat is difficult to cut and has a tendency to stick to the 
shovel, and as the wet peat is heavy, and every shovelful 
must be thrown well clear of the trench, the work becomes 
very hard. 


Roadwayt. — “ Occupation ” roadwajrs were made along 
every canal, and cross roadways as shown in Fig. i . 
'I'hese were made as follows : The earth from the canal, and 
from a ditch a yard wide and a yard deep dug it yd. away, 
was piled in the future roadway, leaving 3 ft. clear on each 
side (see Fig. 5). This earth was banked and levelled as 
neatly as possible, and was then covered to a depth of 8 in. 
with sand. This made roads that would stand the necessary 
traffic. The sand was dug in the neighbourhood, and was 
transported by means of a narrow-gauge temporary railroad. 
It is calculated that each yard of road prepared like this means 
one working day, and each yard of canal and roadway two 
working daj's. In the case of this moor there were approxi- 
mately 10 yd. of canal and 12 yd. of road per acre, i.e., 22 work- 
ing days. Thus, before cultivation commences, and without 
allowing for overhead expenses, expenses of management, cost 
of materials, cost of light railway, etc., there are to be 
reckoned 45-5 working days per acre, which at 8s. per day 
gives a labour cost of £18 4s. per acre. 


• A ** day's work " means the amount of work which could be done by an 

efficient workman during a day of 9I hours. 
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These figures may be r^arded as a minimum, as they assume 
that every man is an experienced and willing worker. 

Cultivation. — The land was left for at least one summer 
after draining, if at all wet. The surface was then cut 
into small pieces by means of a motor-driven machine of special 
design (see Fig. 6) called a cultivation motor (Landbau 
motor). This machine was of 60 nominal horse-power, and 
was manufactured by the firm of Henrich Lanz of Mannheim, 
and cost 33,600 marks, say, £1,680, in 1916. It was supported 
on large wjieels with a very broad rim, in order not to sink, 
and could cut the surface ground up very finely at the rate of 
10 acres per day. It was also used without the cutter for 
drawing seeding machinery and rollers. 

Before “ ploughing ” the land was treated with a dressing of a 
preparation of lime consisting of lime burned with about 10 per 
cent, of clay (" Kalkmergel ”) . The advantage of this over quick- 
lime is that unless actually exposed to the rain it remains dry and 
pulverised. This compound is advised to be used up to 4 to 
5 tons per acre, but the average application here was only 35 
cwt. per acre, as larger supplies were unobtainable. This 
compound should also be used at the rate of 5 cwt. per acre 
every succeeding year, for the first few years, and it may 
be said, in general, that the more lime that is applied the 
better the crops. It was taken on the land by a narrow-gauge 
railway, and then spread by machinery of the usual t3rpe 
drawn by horses. The acidity of the ground, unless counter- 
acted by lime, was shown by a thick growth of sorrel, 
a sure indication of acid soil, and any portions of the land 
which by chance had not received a fair application could 
be noted, owing to the poor crops and a plentiful growth of 
this weed. 

After ploughing, the land was also dressed with applications 
of basic slag, crude potash salts, and calcimn cyanamide. 
These applications varied in quantity, not only for various 
crops but also because under war conditions supplies were 
scarce and irregular. 

For leguminous crops cultures of the suitable nitrogen, 
bacteria were always used. The sdU being free from the usual 
bacteria these had a fair chance, and the result was very 
successful, leguminous plants (clover, serradella, and peas), 
giving a fairly good crop even the first year of cultivation, and 
other crops grown on the land following leguminous crops so 
treated were considerably improved. 
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The weight per acre of the crops for the yeass igi 6 , 1917 
and 1918, and for comparison, the usual crop per acre for %ht 
land, as given by the Encyclopeedia Britannica, are as follows : — 



Actual Crops per Acre, 

Normal 
Crops 
per Acre 


IQ16, 


1(^8, 

for Good 
Light Land. 

Rye 

. . very poor 

17 bush. 

26 bush. 

— 

Oats 

. . 15 bush. 

22 bush. 

32 bush. 

45 bush. 

Potatoes . . 

. . less than 

5 tons 

7 tons 

lo-i 5 tons 

Clover (hay) 

I ton 

1*3 tons 

2*8 tons 

2 tons 



(two crops 
per ann.) 



The figures for 1918 are from official returns, and are too 
favourable ; those for 1916-1917 are based on estimates by 
an experienced farmer. Root crops other than potatoes will 
not grow at all, at least in the earher years of cultivation. 

The effects of cultivation on the peat are that in a year or 
two it breaks down into a black pulverizable mass, easily 
worked, drying up very quickly in summer, and after pro- 
longed rain getting so wet as to be unworkable. If the winter 
is a wet one, no work at all may be done on the land from 
November to March, and sometimes well on into April. If not 
too wet, ploughing may be carried on as usu^. It may 
be noted that the general level of the cultivated land sinks, 
in this case, to the extent of slightly more than a foot in the 
first 4 years. 

Horses have a broad, flat shoe attached to their feet when 
working on this land, to prevent them from sinking. 

In general it may be remarked that if it had been possible to 
apply larger dressings of artificial manure, the resets would 
probably have been slightly more favourable. Qn the other 
hand the weather of 1918 was most favourable for cereals, and 
the 1918 rye crop was considered very good for this land. 
The varieties grown were usually specially selected for the work, 
the potatoes being of a specially hardy red-skinned variety 
(known as Professor Brunkman), and the oats being black 
moor oats, while the clover w^s also from seed specially selected 
for this land. 

•rmh Nahiiiis* on Pont Undo. — ^From general observation, and 
from tUe opinion of small holders occupying portions of this 
land, it could not be recommended for small holdings. The 
difficulty of working during the winter months, the fact that on 
account of the impossibility of growing root crops proper rota- 
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tion could not be arranged, the cost and labour of the necessary 
yearly applications of artificial manure, and the fact that 
cottages built actually on the land were damp and unhealthy, 
were all disadvantageous factors. On the other hand, land 
prepared as above after two years’ growth of clover and fine 
grasses makes good summer grazing for cattle, and large tracts 
were leased by wealthier local farmers for this purpose. 

Although before the War the Germans could obtain the 
labour of Russian Poles at a very cheap rate — ^the equivalent 
of IS. per diem with very crude board and lodging — yet at 
the rents obtained on leasing it was calculated that.it would 
take 80 years to pay the cost of draining, cultivation, etc. 
This work was, however, subsidised by the German Govern- 
ment in accordance with its general agricultural policy of 
developing all land in Germany to the greatest extent possible, 
and large sums of money were set aside every year for that 
purpose. 

If the workmen employed on this land were paid a reasonable 
wage, the writer is of the opinion that peat lands reclamation 
on this system could only be profitable and advantageous 
under very exceptionable circumstances. It may roughly be 
said that it pays better in Germany to reclaim almost any 
other kind of waste land. 

AfforNtatlon «f Peat Lands. — large tract to the north of this 
moor had been afforested in the years 1885-7. This tract 
was partly sandy, and partly " deep ” peat, and all the usual 
timber trees had been planted on both portions. The timber 
on the sandy portions had in general grown very well, but the 
immediately adjoining timber on the peat was of very poor 
quality. The only exception to this rule was in the case of birch 
trees, which seem to flourish equally well on either soil. The 
German authorities take advantage of this fact in planting 
wind breaks and ornamental trees on reclaimed land, these 
trees being almost invariably birch. Fruit trees grow on the 
reclaimed land, but cannot be said to flouri^. 

RICUMATION OF UNDO WITH OAMDY SOMOIL AND OP 
DIP0RE8TK0 LANDS. 

PrMimlnary, — Portions of the mioor on which the writer was 
directly engaged, and the whole of the immediate neighbourhood, 
consist of sand mixed with coarse gravel, and a large amount 
of this land had been forest land ; practically the whole land 
of the district having been reclaimed and settled within the 
last fifty years. 
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DniliNig«> — ^Where drainage is necessary the pipes need 
only be laid at a depth of 3 to 4 ft. ; otherwise the methods 
of irainage are similar in every respect. 

Cultivation. — ^The cultivation machine described in the fore- 
going sections (p. 696) was used for breaking the layer of 
heather and turf to a depth of about 4 in. This was immedi- 
ately followed by ploughing in the ordinary manner. By 
ordinary methods of cultivation a good average yield was 
obtained by the third year. Small holdings and farms in 
general on this land show very much better results than the 
peat lands, and every kind of crop, including wheat and tobacco, 
was grown. 

“SHALLOW” PEAT LANDS. 

At Scharnebek, by Lunebxurg, in the valley of the Elbe, 
there is a large Government farm of about 700 acres. The 
soil here consists chiefly of black peat to a depth of about 
12 in., and the land had formerly been afforested. Though 
large portions of this farm had only been under cultivation for 
three years, yet on the occasion of the writer’s visit in September, 
1917, the whole of the crops could only be described as very 
good, potatoes, sugar beet, and swede turnips showing exceed- 
ingly good results. The drainage on this farm had been carried 
out in the manner described, and certain fields had been 
covered to a depth of 8 in. with sand, apparently without 
improving the yield to an appreciable extent. The writer is 
xmable, however, to give any figures relating to this estate. 

CULTIVATION OF BUCKWHEAT ON PEAT LANDS. 

This is carried out as follows : — ^The land is first drained by 
open ditches every 20 yd., and the surface is then broken up 
into fairly large pieces — roughly 8 in. square. Formerly this 
was done by hand, but now by the " cultivator motor.” As 
soon as the land is dry enough, usually about the early part of 
May, it is burnt, fires of the dry pieces of turf being lighted and 
spread broadcast. The whole surface of the land smoulders 
until the first shower of rain. The buckwheat is sown directly 
on this surface early in June, no other treatment being given 
to the land. The buckwheat ripens about the end of September, 
good crops being obtained. 
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MANUFACTURE OF FARINA FROM 
POTATOES. 

H. W. Richards, 

Managing Director of the British Farina Mills, Ltd. 

It has become a platitude to say that one of the great lessons 
impressed upon this country by the War has been the need to 
make ourselves more nearly self-supporting. Yet those who 
have appreciated this lesson will find ever fresh interest in 
each new example of successful effort in the direction of home 
production. 

New industries have been springing up as British enterprise 
has come forward to answer this d^and, and among them 
all none can rank higher in importance than those which 
tend to foster and develop the interests of agriculture. It 
is with an example of such an industry that this article has to 
deal, namely, the production of potato flour, known to trade as 
Farina. 

Prior to the War the industrial use of potatoes was unknown 
in this country, though Germany, Holland, and Japan had 
developed it with great benefit to agriculture and their export 
trade. Germany had five times as much land p.er 100 acres 
under potatoes as we had, and it is a well-recognised fact that 
her resources in this direction constituted the main factor in 
her resistance to the Blockade. Our own tardiness in apprecia- 
ting fully the value of the potato has been made good to a large 
extent during the years of the War, and it remains to go on and 
avail ourselves still further of the wealth latent in our potato 
crops 

During the War the British Farina Mills, Ltd., arranged to 
furnish home supplies of this valuable commodity to replace 
those previously obtained from Germany, and it has not only 
succeeded in producing goods equal in quality to those of 
continental firms of long experience, but is now expanding 
on such a scale as promises to supply the whole of the home 
market. 

Contrary to the impression usually conveyed by the term 
" potato flour," this product does not consist of potatoes dried 
and pulverised, but is the pure starch separated from the rest 
of the potato and called Farina. 

The part played by starch in the life activity of the potato 
is of great interest. The substance is built up by the wonder- 
ful chemistry of nature from the simple constituents of food 
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and water drawn from the plant’s environment. For the pur- 
pose of transport in the sap it is readily changed into the form 
of sugar, which is soluble and can be conveyed to one part for 
growth and to another part for storage in reserve. In the 
latter case it is deposited as starch grains of microscopic size. 
This explanation makes clear the advantage in allowing the 
haulm to die down before the potato crop is hfted, so that the 
sap may be withdrawn to the tubers and there deposit its 
strength as grains of starch. 

The value of the Farina industry to the farming interests 
is' so apparent as to need little emphasis. Absorbing as it 
does quantities of potatoes running into thousands of tons 
per week, it affords a steady market of great value to those who 
appreciate quick sales. It is a market of wider scope than the 
farmer has had when supplying potatoes solely for table use, 
for size is not of so great importance, and potatoes which are 
not ht for table use can be consumed in large quantities. 
Further, a great economy is effected with partially diseased 
material which was previously wasted. As all growers are 
aware, some forms of potato disease leave a considerable part 
of the tuber quite sound, yet crops attacked this way have had 
to be -written off in the past as a complete loss because of their 
unfitness for human consumption. The Farina factories afford 
the farmer a ready market for such goods on the basis of the 
strict value of that part of the crop which remains sound. 
In other words, if one half of each potato has been destroyed 
by blight, the other sound half will still fetch its value for 
starch making. 

Again, the output of by-products from this industry will 
prove of use to the farmer. By means of auxiliary plant 
in these mills the potato residues, which still contain a valuable 
part of the nourishment, can be prepared as a feed for animals 
in a greatly improved form. Manufactured in a cooked and 
concentrated form it will keep in store indefinitely, and will 
prove a more digestible and healthy food than the raw potato, 
besides ha-ving a wider range of use. 

In considering what are the best kinds of potatoes to grow 
for the extraction of Farina, it may be said that the quahty 
of the starch from different varieties need not be considered ; 
attention is to be paid solely to the quantity of stardi present. 
The starch content may vary very considerably, so that of two 
crops equally sound one may be worth half as much again as 
the other, because of its greater yield of starch when put through 
the mill. The best criterion of starch content is the density 
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or specific gravity of the potato ; the higher the density the 
more starch there is present. The farmer will need to take into 
consideration the two questions of size of crop and density, 
aiming to get the highest yield of starch per acre. Of 
varieties grown in this country the following have given the 
highest values in the tests made : Golden Wonder, Scottish 
Farmer, Evergood, King George, and King Edward. These 
are, therefore, the t3q)es most desirable for factory use. 

The manufacture of Farina is a continuous process, and the 
extraction of the starch is accomplished by means of grinding 
and washing. After two preliminary washings of the* potatoes 
to remove the earthy matter, they are ground to a very fine 
pulp ; this process serves to free the starch grains from 
the tissue in which they have been deposited. Then follow 
the sifting and washing processes of the starch, in order to 
separate the fibrous portions of the potato. Next comes the 
treatmtot which is perhaps the most vital of all, a prolonged 
washing by a special process, removing all flavour and 
discoloration and foreign matters. Finally, the operations 
of drying and dressing produce a 'fine, glistening white 
flour. 

The factories needed must have a great floor space, and very 
large storage room is used also for keeping and preparing the 
potatoes. 

The first factory, which started six months ago, is at Alexandra 
Docks, King’s Lynn, and comprises three large buildings, of 
seven stories high, with a floor space of 130,000 sq. ft., and a 
power and lighting station which is fitted with engines of 
575 h.p. and auxiliary steam-raising plant. The potatoes are 
handled mechanically from the dockside if they come in barge 
or steamer, and conveying bands take them right into the 
warehouse or into the machines. Railway lines are laid round 
each building so that incoming trucks can be dealt with at 
every point, all raw material handled automatically, and the 
finished product loaded for despatch. 

All the other mills are on much the same lines, and each one 
will be able to deal with 1,500 tons of potatoes per week ; thus 
these mills should use over 200,000 tons of potatoes during the 
year. 

Farina is principally used by the textile trades, which are 
the largest consumers, and very large supplies are required 
also for the manufacture of dextrine and various classes of 
gums and other products of a like nature. In addition there 
are many other uses for it amongst manufacturing chemists, 





Fig. I.— King's Lynn Mill. Elevalicn sho\^ing ■where Trucks of Potatoes are unloaded. 





Fig. 3.— King’s Lynn Mill. Floor showing Rotary Sieves. 





Fig. 4. — King's Lynn Mill. Part of the Settling Table Floors. 



Fig. 5. — King's Lynn Mill. Farina Packing Machine. 
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some of those developed in other countries being the pro- 
duction of artificial sago and grape sugar. 

Finally, it may be pointed out that the value of the potato as 
an intermediate or cleaning crop, particularly for planting 
on newly-broken grass land, cannot be surpassed. 


HOME PRODUCTION OF FOOD. 

Shortly before the War, it had been calculated on the basis 
of returns of the agricultural output collected by the Depart- 
ments of Agriculture that, excluding articles such as sugar, 
which are not produced in this country, about 50 per cent, 
of the total quantity of food consumed in the United Kingdom 
was home-produced. The proportions were very different for 
different articles, ranging from 20 per cent, in the case of bread 
to nearly 100 per cent, in the case of milk and potatoes. 
Working on the same data, a Committee of the Royal Society 
in igi6 reduced the various kinds of foodstuffs to the basis of 
food values,* and made calculations showing that in terms of 
“ calories ” about 46 per cent, of the food consumed in the 
United Kingdom (excluding sugar, cocoa and chocolate) was 
home- produced. 

For at least a century this country has been steadily becom- 
ing less self-supporting. This, however, has been less due 
to decreasing home-production than to increasing population. 
The population of the United Kingdom was 21,000,000 in 
1821, and in 1911 it was 45,000,000. Leaving Ireland out of 
account, as being practically self-supporting, the population 
of Great Britain increased from 26,500,000 in 1871 to 41,000,000 
in igii. The extent of land devoted to agriculture remained 
about the same during the 40 years, but whereas in 1871 it 
represented 118 acres for every 100 inhabitants, in igii it 
represented only 80 acres for every 100. The land under the 
plough declined both absolutely and relatively. During the 
40 years the area of arable land decreased by 4,000,000 acres, 
and from 70 to 35 acres for every 100 inhabitants. The area 
of wheat was reduced by 1,500,000 acres, and whereas in 1871 
there were 13J acres of wheat for every 100 inhabitants, 
in igii there were only 4J acres. Thus not only had 
wheat-growing failed to keep pace with the increasing 


* See this Jounal, February, 1917, p. 1046. 
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population, but the amount grown was sufficient for con- 
siderably less than half the number of population 40 years 
previoudy. 

On the other hand, the production of beef substantially 
increased, the number of cattle in the country incr easing by 
about 1,750,000. This increase of numbers did not keep pace 
with the growth of population, th.ere being in 1871 about 20 J 
head of cattle per 100 inhabitants, and in 1911 not more than 
17J per 100. The number of cattle, however, is not a com- 
plete measure of the production, either of beef or milk. There 
are no comparative records of any value, and it was not until 
shortly before the War that authoritative calculations of 
the annual supply of meat and dairy produce were available. 
It is, however, probable that the home production of beef 
from a given number of cattle returned annually had on the 
whole increased. As regards milk, the increased production 
is fairly evident. The demand for milk not only increased with 
increasing population, but it is common knowledge that the 
consumption per head also increased. It is probable that the 
total consumption of milk in 1911 was not much less than double 
that of 1871. This enormoudy increased demand was entirely 
met by increased home supplies. With trifling and occasional 
exceptions, there were no imports of fresh milk, and the im- 
ports of condensed milk, though they substantially increased, 
remained a very small factor in supplying the requirements 
of the people. Of course, a very large part of the increased 
supply of milk was obtained by reducing the output of cheese 
and butter, but the increase of cows and the greater attention 
paid by fanners to milk production were the predominant 
causes. As regards mutton, home-production probably in- 
creased to some extent by improved breeding and feeding, 
but there was no increase in the total number of sheep, and 
relatively to population there was a substantial decline. On 
the whole, before the War about 60 per cent, of our meat 
supplies (induding pig meat) was home-supplied ; but, on 
the other hand, we produced only 40 per cent, of our 
buttar (induding margarine) and only 20 per cent, of our 
cheese. 

During the War there was a maticed increase in the 
cultivation of com and potatoes. The following statement 
g^ves the acreage under wheat, barley, oats, and potatoes, 
respeetivdy, in the United Kingdom as returned in June 
eudi yrau". The figures for 1914, of coxuse, represent the 
pre-war position : — 
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Area (in thousand acres) . 


1914. 

1915* 

1 

1916. 1 

1 

1917- 

1918. 

Wheat 

1,906 

2.335 

j 

2.054 ' 

2,106 

2,796 

Barley 

1.873 

1.524 

1.653 ! 

1.797 

1,840 

Oats . . 

3.899 

4,182 

4.171 ; 

4.789 

5.641 

Total Corn . . 

7,678 

8,041 

7.878 : 

8,692 

10,277 

Potatoes 

1,209 

1,214 

1. 155 

1.377 

1. 512 


The figures for 1915 and 1916 represent the agricultural 
effort unaided by any direct action of the Government. Diffi- 
culties of labour, as well as in the supply of fertilisers and feed- 
ing-stuffs, were encountered, in regard to which some indirect 
assistance was given by administrative action ; blit there was 
no attempt to regulate prices of farm products. The figures 
for 1917 and 1918 represent the results of Government inter- 
vention in the two main directions of compulsory cultivation 
and price-fixing. During this period the difficulties under 
which farming was carried on were immensely increased. 
All that need now be said is that the end justified the means, 
and that the end in view w’as largely attained. 

7 'hc war record as regards live stock was somewhat less 
satisfactory, but in view of all the difficulties it may be described 
as remarkably good. The numbers in the United Kingdom 
as returned in June in each of the five years were : — 



[ Number (in thousands). 


1914* 

1915. 

1916. 

1917. 

1918. 

Dairy Herd . . 
Other CatUe . . 

4.595 

7.589 

4.495 

7.676 

4.499 
! 7.952 

4.5^5 

7.867 

4,604 

7.707 

Total Cattle. . 

12,184 

12,171 

12,451 

12,382 

12,311 

Sheep , , 

27,964 

28,276 

28,850 

27,867 

27.063 

Pigs . . 

3.953 

3.795 

3.616 

i 

3.008 

2,809 


The maintenance of the cattle and sheep of the country is 
a notable achievement, and although the loss of pigs is serious, 
especially in view of the difficulty of recovering our imports of 
bacon, it is at any rate consoling that this is the class of stock 
which can be most rapidly replaced. 

The responsibility for home food production since 1916 has 
been shared between the Departments of Agriculture and the 
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Ministry of Food. There has been plenty of criticism of those 
who were responsible for administrative action, and it would 
not be contended, in the light of experience, that errors have 
not been made — errors of omission and of conunission. But 
it may fairly be said that the results have justified the policy 
adopted and the action taken. 'WTiether more or less might 
have been done, or whether what was done might have been 
better done earlier or later, will always be arguable, but on a 
general review of the war period it is difficult to contend that 
other lines of policy would have attained better results. It 
must be recognised, however, that no Government action would 
have secured these results without the patriotic co-operation 
of agriculturists generally. Landowners, farmers, and labourers 
have strenuously done their part in the common effort, and it 
is noteworthy that there has been practically no interruption 
of work throughout the War, or down to the present lime, 
by disputes between employers and workers such as have 
from time to time affected other branches of the national 
output. 

Will the impetus to home production which the War has 
given be continued or gradually die away ? That is the 
question of the immediate future. For the time being, 
farmers are assured of prices for their main products which 
at least are not less than those under which they have increased 
their output, and are in some cases more. Prices are not only 
guaranteed for grain of the present harvest, but the Prime 
Minister has announced that the crops of 1920 sheill be equally 
guaranteed. For meat, prices are guaranteed up to June 
next year, and for milk up to next spring. 

Notwithstanding the fact that very confident predictions are 
not tmcommon in certain quarters, the truth is that there is 
at present complete uncertainty as to the course of the world's 
markets in the main products during the next 12 months. 
If the problem were purely an economic one, it would be pos- 
sible to make a reasonable forecast ; but so long as the political 
situation in Eimope remains unsettled, there are no firm premises 
on which to base conclusions. The War has stimulated the 
production of both com and meat in all the great producing 
countries, and if the world’s demand for the produce of these 
coimtries were no greater than before the War, the supplies in 
sight would be abimdant. The world’s effective demand for the 
immediate future is, however, entirely unknown. It is possible, 
though under present circumstances extremely difficult, to 
estimate the world’s present requirements. But dfective 
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demand is often very different from needs. It may be re- 
membered that immediately after the Armistice, insistent 
statements were made as to the shortage of grain supplies then 
existing in Gennany, but although Germany has been practically 
free to buy during the current year, and has been assisted by 
the Allies to do so, she has in fact taken only a moderate 
quantity. While, therefore, on paper Europe's demands 
appear very alarming, it still remains to be seen to what extent 
they will become effective. Not until this problem is solved 
and the political and economic position of Russia made clear 
is it possible to make any forecast of the future, and the only 
safe course is to prepare, so far as possible, for the worst event. 
It is evident that there is a risk during the next 12 months that 
world’s supplies will be less than the world’s demands, in 
which case world prices will, of course, remain at a high level. 
But the necessity for maintaining and increasing home pro- 
duction does not rest on insurance against world shortage. 
It is obviously of the utmost importance to reduce imports 
of all kinds to the lowest possible limits. The enormous 
increase in the amount which we have now to pay for im- 
ported foodstuffs was referred to in the issue of the National 
Food Journal for 13th August, and the urgent importance of 
endeavouring as rapidly as possible to reduce the adverse 
balance of trade was emphasised. Imports of raw materials 
are vital for our industries, and are remunerative, as a large 
proportion are re-exported in a manufactured state and thus 
swell our exports. Any idea^ that this coimtry can ever be- 
come entirely self-supporting in food supplies is, of course, 
chimerical, nor from the trade point of view would it be 
desirable, so long as there are countries which can only pay in 
foodstuffs for the commodities they buy from us. But an 
increase in our home production of food is of supreme import- 
ance on several grounds. It would increase the national 
security, not only against the risk of war (which we fondly hope 
has been reduced), but against risk of interruption of supplies 
from other causes ; it would improve our chances of re- 
establishing our commercial position in the near future ; it 
would provide employment for a large part of the population 
under healthy conditions ; and it would prevent this pleasant 
land of ours from becoming wholly, or too predominantly, 
industrialised. {National Food Journal, loth September, 1919.) 
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THE VALUE OF FARM BOOK-KEEPING 
AND COST ACCOUNTING. 

The Meoeeeity of Book-Keeping to the Praotloai Farmer. — Strict 
book-keeping is one of the essentials of sound farm manage- 
ment. That this fact has not been more fully grasped by 
practical men in the past has been due to various factors. 

The average farmer is primarily an open-air man. He 
works hard all day and does not concern himself much with 
account keeping. He likes to be out and about and hates to 
sit down to figures. He looks on out-door work as productive 
and account-keeping as unproductive. In some cases he 
takes to farming in order to escape from accounts and has 
been apt to believe that agriculture is the one industry which 
does not require bookwork. 

Book-keeping is a subject which has not been included in 
the farmer’s education to the extent that it ought to have been, 
and there is at present in many cases a lack of knowledge of 
how accounts should be kept. There is also a widespread im- 
pression that the keeping of books is a difficult matter beyond 
the power of the average farmer and requiring the emplo5nnent 
of a clerk, which comparatively few farmers feel justified in 
doing. 

Other farmers argue that they can always ascertain their 
position from their bank pass book. To say the least of it, 
tills method must be described as very rough and ready, and 
owing, say, to increase or decrease in the amount of stock 
carried, the farmer might in certain cases be absolutely 
misled. 

Without accurate book-keeping no farmer can tell exactly 
how he stands or how much he has made or lost over any 
period. It may be argued that even with the best-kept accoimts 
he cannot tell exactly how he stands owing to variation in the 
standard of fertility of his farm or other factors, which can only 
be estimated. But he will know his exact financial position 
and the financial results of his farming over a given period. 
The farmer’s books show him whether his past management 
has been on the best lines, and by judging from results he can 
vary his present and future policy. A farmer, therefore, who is 
desirous of obtaining the best possible results must keep books 
if his farm management is to attain the highest standard. 

For other reasons which need not be gone into in detail, e.g., 
income tax questions, labour problems, etc., books are necessary 
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to the present-day agriculturist. That he is aware of the fact 
is evident from the keen interest that is being taken in the 
the question of farm accounts at the present moment. 

The information obtained from farm book-keeping may be 
classified as of two categories. The first class is that of general 
financial accounts, showing the overhead profit or loss and the 
general financial position. The second class is more detailed, 
and shows the working of each branch of the farm separately 
and the costs of each. In other words, the second shows the 
same information as the first category, but, in addition, shows 
in what branches the overhead profit or loss has been made. 

Can Aocurate Farm Costa be Aeosrtalned ? — Most farmers have a 
general idea of what branch of their work pays them and which 
does not, but a general idea is not sufficient, nor is it accurate 
enough to work on. On the question of labomr expenses alone 
the calculation of the costings per acre of any crop may be far 
wide of the mark owing to the fact that adequate allowance 
may not be made for that percentage of his labour which is 
unproductive. 

To get proper information one must go much farther than 
this S3retem of estimating the costs of any crop or branch, and 
to be reliable the information must be obtained by subsidiary 
accounts which form part of the book-keeping system. 

The question as to whether it is possible to ascertain accurate 
costings is at present a much debated one. In the case of mixed 
farms the question is most complicated, as in many cases several 
classes of stock (some for breeding purposes, some for feeding, 
and some for sale as feeding stock) are kept, a complicated rota- 
tion of crops is in existence, and the position is made more 
difficult in other cases owing to the fact that the conditions in 
the district may be abnormal as regards ready market for 
produce, nearness to railway, etc. 

Since the Agricultural Costings Committee commenced its 
work, a number of practical farmers have written sa5fing that 
in their opinion the obtaining of accurate costings is impossible, 
while other men, whose experience and opinion is equally 
valuable, have written to say that costing is not only possible 
but necessary and desirable. Opinion in the industry is there- 
fore divided. 

The Agricultural Costings Committee fully realises the diffi- 
culties involved, but there seems no doubt that when these are 
considered with greater attention than has hitherto been the 
case, solutions can be found, and each year the results obtained 
should become more reliable. At the same time much useful 
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information could be got immediately by the ascertaining of 
ordinary cash costs, i.e., strict and3^is of all expenditure, 
including that for labour. 

When the subjects of food consumption on the farm, manurial 
residues, increase or decrease of fertility, etc., are dealt with, 
the question of costing becomes more difficult, but there seems 
no reason why experience should not show means of sur- 
mounting the problems involved. 

For some years past admirable research work into farm costs 
has been carried out in the United States, in Canada, on the 
Continent, and to a lesser degree in Australia and New Zealand. 
In Eastern U.S.A. and Eastern Canada, the farms are probably 
as much mixed farms as the prevailing average in this 
country. 

A certain number of farmers in the United Kingdom have 
kept their costs for some years past. There seems, therefore, 
every justification for the belief that research into farm costs 
of production in this country will be as successful and obtain 
as valuable results as has been the case elsewhere. 

What la invohwil In Coat Kaaphiw 7— The ascertaining of agri- 
cultural costings simply involves the keeping of such financial 
records as are kept at present by many farmers, plus “ depart- 
mental ” accounts for the various branches of the farn:\. These 
extra “ departmental ” accounts involve the keeping of labour 
records, of statements of food (including pasture and roots) 
consumed on the farm, of records of how artificial manure and 
dung are used, and the analysis of all other expenses chargeable 
over the various fields or branches of the farm. At first sight, 
therefore, the impression is that a considerable amount of 
extra trouble vdll be thrown on the farmer who takes up cost 
keeping. 

While it cannot be denied that additional supervision and 
care on the part of the farmer are necessary, it is pointed out that 
the assistance given by the costings officers on the county staff 
should reduce the amount of extra trouble thrown on farmers 
adopting this S5^tem to a minimum. 

Secondly, the Committee forms have been and will be devised 
on lines which will involve the smallest amount of work consis- 
tent with the attainment of the necessary standard of accuracy. 
It will be possible to give a number of hints as to how labour 
involved in dealing with time records, food, and other records 
may be minimised. 

What vaiM an Oestlnwa to tlw Praotloal Farmor *— Cost accoimts 
will give the practical man a clear insight into the inner working 
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of his biisiness, and will tell him which branches have rewarded 
him for his enterprise, skill, and outlay, and which have not. 
They will show up any error in his past policy, and will assist 
him in his management, and make for economy. From past 
results be will be able to judge better how he must vary his 
future policy by more intensive cultivation or manuring in 
certain directions, or by testing the profitableness of some new 
enterprise (subject to the limitations of his rotation). He will 
be able to compare his own costs in detail with those published 
for his district and type of farm, and will see where his own are 
more or less than the average. 

He will be in possession of data which he had not had in the 
past. He can readily see what the operating cost of each 
implement and team per hour or day has been ; he will know 
what each operation is likely to cost him per day or per acre, 
and by what type of equipment he gets the best results, e.g., 
tractor v. horses. 

The number of average effective working days per man and 
per horse he gets per year will be shown, and the loss of time 
from inclement weather and other conditions. He will know 
the length of time required for each operation, and which 
crops compete at the same time for labour and which do 
not, and, subject to weather conditions, will be better able 
to arrange his programme of work. 

Further, he can ascertain what it costs to harvest each crop, 
how much it costs him to thresh and get the grain to market, 
and how much he must take into account for “ broken time ” 
and overhead charges when calculating the cost of any pro- 
ductive enterprise. 

The records will show what rate of depreciation on implements, 
etc., he must provide for, and the lifetime of each implement. 
He will see at a glance the distribution of his capital over the 
various undertakings and branches of his farm. 

He will know what it has cost him to cultivate each acre of 
cereals and roots, what these have cost him per unit, and the 
cost of his pastures will be available. Tmming to live stock, 
he will know the minimum cost of breeding his young 
stock. He will know what it has cost him to produce milk. 
He will know whether his horse management has been good. 
And this note of information obtainable could be further 
extended. 

TiM ValiM Of AKrieultural Cootlnaro to tho Induotry vonorally. — 

Costs per acre, per qr., etc., of various crops, etc., will vary 
from district to district, and in any district according to the 




712 Farm Book-Keeping and Cost Accounting, [oct., 


different types of farms, efficiency of the farm labourers, t5^e 
of equipment, efficiency in management, or other conditions, 
but, nevertheless, the guiding statistics which can be obtained 
should prove as valuable in this country as they have in other 
countries, and these should become more reliable each year as 
abnormal seasons and conditions are compensated. 

From a general point of view much useful information should 
be readily available from cost accounts, e.g., rates of capital 
necessary per acre in various districts, rates per cent, obtained, 
the most economic size of farm, i.c., large or small holdings, the 
best type of equipment, i.e., best implements and whether 
horses or tractors, etc., etc. 

It would also be evident from statistics obtained over a wide 
area what districts are economically most suited to the produc- 
tion of particular commodities, and this and other similar 
information would be of considerable value. 

The Value of Agrioultural Coetingre from a National Point of View. — 
Much of the information obtainable, as outlined aboye, will be 
most valuable from a national point of view, and would be of 
assistance in the consideration of all questions affecting agricul- 
tural policy. 

With evidence as to costs of production available it will be 
evident that if the market or other price of any product falls 
below a certain point, the land involved in the production of 
that commodity must be turned to other purposes, or a selling 
price allowing for the cost of production and a sufficient profit 
to the farmer guaranteed. 

With evidence as to costs of production available, much of 
the suspicion which at present may exist between consumer and 
producer would be allayed. 

Further, with this evidence forthcoming it would be possible 
more easily to preserve a proper balance and proportion between 
the landlord, farmer, and laboiurer, and thus would promote 
greater harmony between the three interests involved in the 
cultivation of the land, an industry of vital importance to the 
Nation. 

{This article is also issued as a leaflet (A, C. C. 4) by the Agri- 
cultural Costings Committee. Copies of the leaflet may be 
obtained, free of charge, on application to the Director of 
Agricultural Costs, Room 237, Palace Chambers, Westminster, 
London, S.W. 1.) 
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The season now opening presents the same problem to the 
farmer as last season, but some of the conditions are now 
much more favourable than they were ; 
Notes on Xannres labour is more plentiful, supplies of 
_ ■ , manures and of feeding stuffs are no 

Experimental station. dependent on the fortunes of war, 

but rest largely with ourselves, more 
tractors are available, and implements can be repaired. The 
season has favoured early ploughing, and on many farms 
sowing will be earlier than usual, with consequent saving of 
seed and greater certainty of crop. 

The need for increased production remains as great as ever — 
if anything it is greater — and it has been repeatedly shown 
that more food for man and beast can be obtained from arable 
than from permanent grass land. The future of the industry 
depends on finding some solution of the old problem of main- 
taining land in arable husbandry and preventing it from going 
back to grass. 

The chief factor in the fertiliser position is that farmers 
cannot afford small crops on their arable land. The expendi- 
ture on an acre of wheat before the War was about £3, but 
is now about £ 14 . Only a good crop will repay this heavy 
expense : a poor crop costs nearly as much and returns con- 
siderably less. A good crop, however, cannot be assured 
unless fertilisers are used, and in their proper application lies 
one of the best prospects of successful arable farming. 

It is not generally recognised how largely the British farmer 
availed himself of artificial fertilisers during the War. For 
the first time for many years the demand exceeded the supply. 
Sulphate of ammonia, of which formerly we had to export a 
large surplus, was especially largely used, the consumption 
by farmers in the United Kingdom rising from 80,000 tons 
before the War to 269,000 tons in 1919. The consumption of 
superphosphate rose from 560,000 tons in 1915-16 to 750^000 
tons in 1919; while that of basic slag rose from 321,000 tons 
in 1915-16 to 540,000 tons in 1919. These figures demonstrate 
more vividly than any words the great increase in the use 
made by British farmers of the aids to crop production now at 
their disposal. 

At the beginning of the new season the farmer should work 
out how much fertiliser he will need and then order it as early 


as possible. In an industry where local conditions play so 
important a part as farming it is impossible to lay down 
definite rules for universal application. The quantities 
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suggested below have been found to answer satisfactorily in 
many cases and may be taken as a basis for purposes of cal- 
culation, but other factors must be taken into consideration 
in each individual case. 

NltrosenoM ManurM.— The notice recently issued by the 
Board of Agriculture in regard to sulphate of ammonia* 
emphasises the need for ekrly purchases. The prices are : — 



Price per Ton 

Month of Delivery, 

in hags, 
net cash. 

CX:tober, 1919 

.. 20 10 0 

November . . 

.. 20 15 0 

December 

.. 21 0 0 

January, 1920 

21 7 0 

February 

21 15 0 

March, April and May 

• • 0 0 


These prices are higher than those ruling last year owing to 
the withdrawal of the Government subsidy and the substantial 
increases in wages and in costs of coal and other raw 
materials. 

For the first time since 1916 there is the possibility that 
nitrates may be obtainable by farmers. Sodium nitrate is 
now appearing and may be expected in larger qiiantities as the 
season advances and more shipping becomes available. At 
present its price is high, but in any case no fanner needs it till 
spring. Another nitrate is perhaps more likely to appear on 
^e market at an early date — nitrate of lime. Unlike nitrate 
of soda this is a manufactured and not a natural product, but 
it is made in Norway and has only a short sea voyage. During 
the War it was needed for munitions, but will now be available 
for- agriculture. 

Fortunately for farmers another very effective nitrogenous 
fertiliser — nitrate of ammonia — ^is being ofiered by the Ministry 
of Munitions at a considerably lower price per unit than that 
of any other nitrogenous fertiliser on the market. The 
Ministry is asking £25 per ton. Now nitrate of ammonia 
contains 33J per cent, of nitrogen against 20 per cent, in 
sulphate of ammonia ; further, one-half the nitrogen is in the 
form of nitrate, which is more active than the ammoniacal 
nitrogen. Inquiries for this material should be addressed to 
the Surplus Government Property Disposal Boaird, Explosives 
and Chemicals Department, Storey’s Gate, Westminster, 
Ix>ndon, S.W. i. It is understood that deliveries are made 
f.o.r. Swindon, Wilts, for orders in the south of England ; and 


* See this Journal, September, 1919, p. 645. 
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Saltney, near Chester, for orders in the north : the fertiliser 
is packed in barrels, which are supplied free. 

A further nitrogenous manure that may soon be expected in 
quantity is cyanamide. Like nitrate of lime this also is a 
manufactured article and also has only a short sea voyage, so 
that it can be expected to arrive here, even with the present 
demands on shipping. 

The outlook for nitrogenous fertilisers is therefore better 
than it has been. This is fortunate, because the need is at 
least as great as it was dming the War. Maximum crops of 
cereals, roots and grass must be obtained, and to ensxire this 
in Great Britain requires a liberal utilisation of nitrogenous 
fertilisers. 

The probable requirements of an arable farm may be 
estimated somewhat on the following basis : — 

Cereals . — ^All second straw crops are likely to require nitro- 
genous fertiliser in early spring ; f to i cwt. sulphate of 
ammonia, or i cwt. nitrate of soda or nitrate of lime, or J cwt. 
nitrate of ammonia or cwt. nitrolim could be allowed. 

Cereals immediately following le}^ may require nitrogenous 
fertiliser in spring, especially if attacked by wireworm : i cwt. 
nitrate of soda or nitrate of lime per acre, or | cwt. nitrate of 
ammonia, would serve for this purpose. A nitrate is necessary 
as the object is to help the plant speedily over a critical period. 

Cereals after roots which received only little farmyard manure 
may be expected to respond to J to f cwt. sulphate of ammonia, 
or corresponding amounts of the other fertilisers mentioned 
above : so also may cereals after mangolds which are drawn 
off the field. 

On the other hand, cereals after roots which are fed on the 
ground, or after leys free from serious wireworm infection, 
where there has been a good aftermath fed to sheep, will 
probably require no added nitrogen. 

Roots and Potatoes . — All mangolds and potatoes may be given 
a nitrogenous dressing. Mangolds would really do better with 
nitrate of soda, but sulphate of ammonia, nitrate of lime or 
nitrate of ammonia serves quite well. Potatoes are probably 
best with sulphate of ammonia, but nitrolim is an effective 
substitute. 

For mangolds one might allow up to 2 cwt. nitrate of soda 
per acre, or corresponding amounts of nitrate of lime, sulphate 
of ammonia or nitrolim. Nitrates are rather better than 
nitrolim or sulphate of ammonia. So much depends on the 
amount of dung available that it is impossible to give precise 
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figures : the mangold, however, will respond to a good deal of 
nitrogen, and owing to its importance as animal food it deserves 
liberal treatment. 

Potatoes are rather better with sulphate of ammonia than 
with nitrate of soda ; they also deserve generous treatment 
because the cost of growing is in any case high and nothing 
but a large crop can possibly pay. Up to li to 2 cwt. sulphate 
of ammonia may be allowed. 

Throughout the midland and southern parts of the country 
swedes and turnips, on the other hand, do not respond anything 
like as well as mangolds to nitrogenous fertilisers, the yield being 
more limited by the climate. If farmyard manure is being 
used it i^ doubtful whether any nitrogenous maniure will be 
needed in addition. 

Grass . — Grass land laid in for hay in the midlands and 
southern districts will almost certainly respond to sulphate 
of ammonia, nitrate of soda, nitrate of lime, nitrate of ammonia 
or cyanamide, the nitrates being on the whole rather more 
suitable, but with insufficient advantage to justify any great 
difference in price. Probably i cwt. per acre would be a 
suitable dressing. 

Seeds Leys . — ^As a rule seeds leys receive no nitrogenous 
dressing ; the exceptions arise when the clove,rs have been 
killed by bad weather and only grass remains ; some addition 
of nitrogenous fertiliser then increases the production of grass. 

Pasture Land . — ^No general advice can be given as to the 
application of nitrogenous fertilisers to grazing land. In 
many cases they are not needed ; in other cases, however, they 
have proved useful by causing an earlier start in growth. 

Phosphate*. — ^The position as regards phosphates is more 
hopeful than it was last year, and farmers can look forward to 
sufficient supplies for their needs. Superphosphate and basic 
slag are the chief sources of supply ; each has its special 
features, though both are to some extent interchangeable. 
The root crop is the chief consumer of superphosphate, and it 
needs this material partly to swell out and produce sufficient 
bulk, partly to increase the feeding value. Throughout the 
eastern and southern counties superphosphate is the better 
material : it can be given in quantities up to 3 or 4 cwt. per acre. 
In the west country and parts of the north basic slag is often 
equally good, especially where finger-and-toe is prevalent : 
4 to 5 cwt. would be a suitable dressing. 

Cereal crops benefit by a phosphatic fertiliser, especially in 
districts where the harvest is usually late and wet ; the effect 
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of the phosphate is to hasten maturity, and it may bring about 
differences of 5 or 6 days in the ripening. Superphosphate is 
more reliable for this purpose than basic slag ; about 2 to 3 
cwt. per acre would usually be a suitable quantity. 

In the southern and eastern counties where this effect is 
unnecessary superphosphate may still be applied with advantage 
to barley grown after roots folded off with sheep, especially 
where cake and corn have been given. Again, 2 to 3 cwt. is 
a suitable dressing. 

(irass land, however, is the great consumer of phosphates, and 
in spite of all that has been done there is still need for more. 

Land which received basic slag live years ago and responded 
may respond again. Of all methods ot improving grazing 
land few are more effective than the proper use of basic slag. 

Potaulo Fertilisers. — The potash position is now funda- 
mentally different from what it was last year, as Alsatian potash 
is now being produced, and samples have been submitted of 
the following composition ; — 


Description of the Salts. 

Potassium 

Chloride. 

Sodium 
Chloride . 

Calcium 

Sulphate. 

Insoluble. 


Per cent. 

Per cent. 

l^'r cent. 

IVr cent. 

Sylvinite 14 per cent.. 





(French Kainit ) 12*14 

per cent. KgO . . 

19*25 ; 

; 60*66 

2*5 

10*12 

Sylvinite 20*22 per cent. 



KbO . . . . « , 

Chloride of Potash 50*60 per 

32*35 

1 50*55 

2*5 

9*10 

cent. KbO 

80*95 

' 4*19 

1*2 



111 addition, German potash may be expected, and there is still 
the possibility of English potash. Farmers on light soils will 
do well to use potash this year on their potatoes, mangolds and 
grass laid in for hay, as the land is probably now somewhat 
depleted. Although lack of potash less generally causes 
trouble than lack of phosphates or nitrogen it is no less serious 
when it occurs, and this is not unlikely on light, chalky or 
peaty (but not fen) soils. 

Assuming the bulk of the Alsatian potash to be up to samples 
received it would be necessary to apply 4 to 6 cwt. per acre of 
the sylvinite or French kainit to mangolds and 3 or 4 cwt. to 
meadow hay known to respond to potassic fertilisers. One 
to I J cwt. of the chloride would probably suffice for mangolds. 

Lime or Chalk. — Winter is the best season for adding lime or 
chalk to the land, and it is to be hoped that the process which 
has begun so well wiU continue. So far as can be seen there 
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has been a distinct increase in the use of lime or chalk during 
the last two seasons : the figures available (the years ending 
31st July) are — 



Tons, 

Tons, 

Tons, 


1917- 

1918. 

1919, 

Burnt Lime 

. . 142,000 

213,000 

183,000 

Ground „ 

• • 36,000 , 

54,000 

39,000 

Ground Limestone 

4,000 

7,000 

10,000 

Ground Chalk. . 

, . 2,000 

16,000 

13,000 


There still remain, however, large areas where lime is needed. 
Carted chalk should be applied as early in winter as is con- 
venient : lime, good limestone and ground chalk can be put 
on later whenever the land allows carts to travel. In order to 
determine how much lime is required it is necessary to decide 
whether the roots, clover, and grass will need it or not. If the 
roots are liable to finger-and-toe it may be presumed that they 
will respond to lime, unless they are receiving a heavy dressing 
of basic slag, in which case nothing further may be needed. 
If the clover is likely to fail it probably needs lime, particularly 
if the failure is in patches rather than general, such as might 
arise from faulty seed or from the spring drought. Grass 
shows its need of lime when it forms dark green patches, when 
clover tends to disappear and sorrel tends to spread. Sorrel 
alone is not a sufiicient indication, since it is often found on 
soils well supplied with lime ; it is the absence of clover and 
the spreading of sorrel that afford evidence. In many cases, 
however, the difficulty is complicated by lack of drainage. 
No good result can be expected until this is remedied. 

Storing of Artifiolal FerUliooro.— Assuming that the order for 
artificials has been placed early, the question of storage arises 
as soon as deliveries begin. All the manures dealt with in the 
preceding paragraphs will keep perfectly provided they remain 
dry. They are unaffected by air or time of storage (within 
the limits of the farmer’s season), but they suffer considerably 
from damp ; the shed in which they are kept must, therefore, 
be quite dry. As the most expensive manure sulphate of 
ammonia will probable receive the most attention. If the 
shed is not well built the bags should be kept off the floor and 
stacked on a low platform made by lajdng some boards on 
bricks ; they should also be kept away from the outside wall. 
If, however, the shed is weather-proof, has a perfectly dry 
, floor and an inside wall, the bags can stand direct on the floor 
without difficulty. Nitrate of ammonia is sent out in casks 
which should not be opened until they are wanted. Super- 
phosphate should receive as much attention as sulphate of 
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ammonia in storing, as it is liable to lose condition if damp. 
If any of the manures are found to become a little lumpy on 
storage this can be remedied by breaking down with a wooden 
beater immediately before drilling. 


A report on the state of employment in agriculture in Eng- 
land and Wales at the end of July, 1919, has recently been 
prepared by the Board of Agriculture and 
Beport oa the State Fisheries. It has been compiled from 
of Emplo;^eat figures received from a large number of 
i^E^aad ud I^^oners to whom a circular letter was sent 
Walee. asking for certain information, and is 

based on the procedure adopted by the 
Industrial (War Enquiries) Branch of the Board of Trade during 
the War. Returns relating to employment in agriculture at the 
end of July, 1919, were received from 3,270 farmers, occupying 
577,525 acres of arable, and 506,552 acres of pasture land. 
This amounts only to 3 per cent, of the land held as arable, 
permanent pastme or mixed grazings in July, 1914, a date 
which has been chosen, not because it is the most recent, but 
because it enables comparison to be made with the figiures of 
emplo5mient at the same time. 

It has been estimated that the approximate number of per- 
manent civilian workers employed in agriculture in July, 1914, 
was 693,000 males and 57,000 females, while the number so 
employed in July, 1919, was 569,000 males and 75,000 females ; 
but this is a considerable increase over the figures for July, 
1918, which were estimated at 501,000 and 91,000, respectively, 
and still more over the estimated numbers employed in Novem- 
ber, 1918, which were 489,000 (civilian) males and 73,000 females, 
so that since the signing of the Armistice there appears to have 
been an increase of some 80,000 civilian males and 2,000 
females. This increase in civilian male workers has, however, 
been coimter-balanced to a very large extent by the withdrawal 
of soldiers temporarily released for work on the land. In N ovem- 
ber, 1918, it is estimated that there were some 74,000 soldiers so 
employed, while in the last week in July there were less than 
5,000. As the majority of these soldiers had become efficient 
workers, and were generaUy employed on the regular farm staffs, 
their withdrawal in such large numbers in so short a time has 
been seriously felt. It was estimated that in July, 1915, some 
243,000 men had then enlisted from agriculture, and probably 
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some enlisted after that date, but even on the figures quoted 
there would appear to have been a loss to agriculture of some 
147,000 men through detrition consequent upon enlistment. 
A certain number of men have been drawn in from other sources, 
probably mainly through the passing of old or less skilled 
workers from the ranks of casual agricultural labour to regular 
employment, but even if the 5,000 soldiers released from agricul- 
tural companies and at work on the land at the end of July 
be added to the 569,000 permanent civilian male workers, 
the number of regular male workers in July, 1919, was still 
some 119,000 below the pre-war number. 

The percentage of increase in the numbers of permanent 
civilian workers employed in agriculture in July, 1919, over 
those of November, 1918, is 16*3 for all England and Wales. 
For purposes of the agricultural returns, England and Whales 
are grouped in 10 divisions, and an examination of the table 
printed in the Report shows that the percentage increase is ap- 
proximately the same in each of the English divisions, except 
the north-west, where it is as much as 22*6. In Wales, however, 
the increase is only 9*5. Female labour has increased by 2*9 
per cent., but this is due to the large increase of 39*3 in the 
south-east, for in six other divisions there is a decrease. These 
figures do not take into consideration the casual workers, 
who are estimated to number some 61,000 males and 73,000 
females in July, 1919. From statements made it would appear 
that about 103,000 males and 118,000 females will be needed 
for harvest and other casual work at the end of September. 
Much will depend on the supply of war-prisoner labour. 

The Report goes on to say that, from the tabulated figures 
and from the remarks made by farmers on the general outlook, 
certain features with regard to the state of employment stand 
out clearly. It is evident that the return of men from the 
Forces has had the immediate result of easing the situation. 
While a small proportion of farmers say that former agriculturists 
are not returning to farm work for one reason or another, the 
main body of testimony is that the men who were skilled workers 
when they enlisted are returning to the farms and are settling 
down well. A Cambridge correspondent says, The supply of 
labour in this district is good, and men returning from the 
Forces are settling down to work as before the War"' ; while a 
Gloucester correspondent says, Practically all returned soldiers 
are in regular work on the farms in this parish, and they are 
working well and willingly.'' The concurrence of the return 
of these men with a season of favourable weather and light 
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crops has minimised the need for labour, and the fact that the 
land is understaffed has mattered less than otherwise would 
have been the case. 

The two other points that are brought out clearly in the 
Report are, first, that the farms are still understaffed, and that 
even on the most favourable expectations the number of men 
likely to be available is much below the standard of 1914. 
Moreover, the labour is less efficient. The proportion of males 
to females employed was, roughly, 12 to i in 1914 ; at the 
present time it is 7J to i. Secondly, that on all sides farmers 
threaten to reduce their staffs even further. Many farmers 
say that the expense entailed in running their holdings is 
beyond what they reasonably can be expected to meet, and 
that the wages bill must be cut down. Others say that they 
are already carrying on with fewer hands than they need, 
while still more say they wiU have to reduce their staffs when 
the harvest is ended. The great body of criticism is directed 
against the reduction of hours of agricultural labour. 

A series of Divisional Reports is printed at the end, con- 
sisting chiefly of extracts from farmers’ remarks and comments 
on the general situation. {Wages Board Gazette, 15th September, 
1919). 


Beport of the 
Army 

Agricultural 

Committee. 


The increasing difficulty in the provision and transport of food 
supplies for the Army during the War caused the Army Council 
to take all possible steps to promote the 
production of food in the various theatres 
of war and to develop agricultural pro- 
duction among the troops at home. 
An Army Agricultural Committee was 
appointed in January, 1918, to co-ordinate the efforts which 
were already being made with this view by the military authori- 
ties. The Treasury, the Quartermaster-General, the Food 
Production Department of the Board of Agriculture, the Royal 
Air Force and the Directorate of Lands were represented upon 
the Committee, which was under the Chairmanship of the Right 
Honourable Viscount Harcourt. 

An article on the work achieved by the Committee was 
published in the issue of this Journal for November last, p. 929. 
The Report of the Committee has now been issued (Cmd. 308), 
in which is given a full account of the work of food production 
accomplished by the Home Forces and in the various theatres of 
war during 1918. The Committee points out that the credit for 

3 D 
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this work belongs mainly to the Army itsdf, to the officers and 
who gave thmr time and services to it in addition, often, 
to their other duties, and to the directorates and other organi- 
sations for agricultural production abroad. In practically 
every unit of the New Armies it was easy to find land agents, 
bailiffs, farmers, nurserymen and market gardeners, whose 
presence greatly facilitated the work. 

Attention may be drawn to four main points in the Report, 
viz. ; — 

1. The good work of the Home Forces resulting in the 

cultivation of 6,458 acres, and the realisation of a 
total profit of approximately ;^68,ooo, of which ^fso.ooo 
has been paid to the State, the balance being the 
property of the units concerned. 

2. The operations in France under the Directorate of 

Agriculture, interrupted by retirements and advances 
and other accidents of the military situation, but 
resulting in the cultivation near the Front of many 
thousands of acres of land, the saving of cereals which 
would otherwise have been lost on 18,000 acres, and the 
production on the spot, and therefore the saving in 
transport, of at least half a miUion pounds worth of 
vegetables, 

3. The vast scheme undertaken by the Army in Meso- 

potamia for irrigation and cultivation resulting in the 
Army in that theatre at the end of 1918 being self- 
* supporting in vegetables, and in both the native popu- 
lation and the Anny being practically able to do 
without imported grsun. 

4. Operations imdertaken by the Department of Agricul- 

ture at Salonika resulting in a large measure of success 
in the face of very serious obstacles, and in the saving 
of some 52,000 tons on transport and some £57,000 
of expenditure. 

These results speak highly of the work of the British 
Army in the production of food at a time when the shortage 
of food suppUes and of dripping facilities throughout Alli^ 
Countries was extremdy serious. 
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The Committee app(^ted by the President of the Board 
of Trade, iinder the Chairmanship of Lord Colwyn, to investi- 
gate in all its bearings the question of 

Imterim Report increasing the supply of flax in the British 
Empire, has recently issued an Interim 
Committee Report (Cmd. 281, 1919, price zd. net.). It 
is stated in the Report that of the annual 
requirements of the United Kingdom before the War, which 
were normally about 100,000 tons, Ireland contributed some 
10,000 tons, Belgiiun, France and Holland together about 
10,000 tons, and Russia about 70,000 to 80,000 tons. The 
War, however, considerably interfered with these sources of 
supplies, and it became necessary to consider from what other 
sources flax could be obtained. Flax growing was markedly 
developed in the United Kingdom, while other flax fields within 
the Empire were encouraged. 

It is stated, however, that the present condition of the sup- 
plies of flax is still far from satisfactory, and the future prospects 
of the linen industry of the United Kingdom are threatened 
by the shortage of supplies. 

The Committee therefore feels that the Government support 
which has been given during the War (1) to foster the revival 
of flax growing within the United Kingdom and {2) to en- 
courage its extension throughout the Empire, will require to 
be continued for a further period, and it makes the following 
recommendations : — 

General. — i. It is undesirable that an industry so important 
as the British linen trade should remain largely ^dependent 
upon external sources of supply for its raw material, especially 
as the industry has proved to be indispensable in war-time. 

2. The efforts made by the Government under the necessity 
of abnormal war conditions to foster the revival of flax growing 
in the United Kingdom and to extend its cultivation within 
the Empire have achieved a considerable measure of success, 
and it is essential that these efforts should be continued rmtU 
the full value has been derived from them. 

Great Gritaiii. — 3. (a) The efforts made under the stress of 
war conditions to revive flax growing in England and Scotland 
have been essentially experimental in their character, the main 
point being to determine whether under modem conditions, 
including the use of machinery and central retteries, it is possi- 
ble to re-establish the industry on a large scade and on a sound 
economic basis. In Great Britain it is desirable that this 

3 D 2 
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work should be continued until sufficient data are accumulated 
to provide a definite answer to this question. 

3. (b) In the event of the result of these experiments being 
unfavourable to the continuance of the English and Scottish 
schemes on an economic basis, the question will still remain 
whether part of the area and of the establishment should be 
retained for further experimental piuposes on the lines of purely 
scientific research. 

3. (c) Research should be imdertaken into the possibilities 
of further mechanical improvements in the means of cultivating 
and handling flax. 

lrelancl.~4. (a) The Department of Agriculture and 
Technical Instruction shoifld at once take steps to develop 
and extend their existing schemes for the encouragement of 
flax growing in Ireland, and for this purpose they should be 
provided with funds to enable them : — 

(1) To provide further instruction in the cultivation and 
handling of the crop, and to devote special attention to 
the new districts wheie instruction is most needed. 

(2) To continue and extend their investigations into the 
selection, improvement and supply of the varieties 
of seed best suited to Irish conditions, and other 
questions affecting the growing of flax in JrelJind. 

(3) To make permanent provision for the training of 

instructors and scutchers. 

(4) To give loans for the erection of new, and for the 

repair and extension of existing, scutchmills. 

4. (b) North of Ireland. — ^I'he work of the Flax Society may 
also be regarded as mainly an experiment directed to the same 
problem as that of the English and Scottish schemes, and should 
in the same way be continued for such time as is necessary to 
secure its full experimental value. 

4. (c) South of Ireland . — It is of the first importance that 
an experiment should be made on a sufficiently large scale to 
test the feasibility of reviving the flax-growing industry in the 
South of Ireland on factory lines, and for this purpose at least 
two units of the area of 1,000 acres each should be established 
in the South, as already recommended by the Committee. 

Canada. — 5. [a) The scheme for the supply of fibre seed from 
Western Canada should be continued until such a time as, owing 
to the return of normal conditions or the development of other 
sources of supply, the question of seed supply for the United 
Kingdom is put on a permanently satisfactory basis. 
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Brittah Sa«t Afrhw. — 6. (a) The results already achieved in 
British East Africa warrant the hope that success in this area 
is likely to be permanent. That nothing may be lacking on 
the part of the authorities to ensure this success,' the Com- 
mittee recommend : — 

(1) The provision at centr^ points of machinery for the 

treatment of flax ; 

(2) The development of agricultural research and experiment 

in flax production in the Protectorate by such means as 
after suitable investigation the local Department of 
Agriculture may suggest ; and 

(3) The provision of expert assistance in the preparation 
and grading of flax for the market. 

6. (b) The scheme for the settlement of slightly disabled 
soldiers in British East Africa should be adopted, and if suc- 
cessful should be made the first of other schemes for the settling 
of soldiers in this colony, where the conditions seem to be 
peculiarly favourable to the production of flax. 


Interesting facts relating to the efforts made in this 
country to revive the flax-growing industry are contained 


Report of the Flax 
Production Branch of 
the Board for the 
Year 1918. 


in the First Annual Report of the 
Flax Production Branch of the Board, 
recently issued (Cmd. 216, 1919, price 
2 d. net). The Branch was formed in 
December, 1917, at the instance of the 


Flax Control Board, to encourage the home cultivation of flax 


in order to make good the diminished supplies, in conse- 


quence of the considerable falling off in imports of the raw 
material, owing to the cessation of trade with Russia, the 


German occupation of Belgium, and other war conditions.* 
It was imperative that urgent steps should be taken to conserve 
our seed supply for future sowing and to increase the pro- 
duction of fibre within the Empire, and the task submitted to 
the Board was to arrange for the growth of at least 10,000 
acres of flax in Great Britain, to deal with the resulting crop 
in such a manner that the seed should be available for 


so'wing in the spring of 1919, and to manufacture the straw 
into fibre suitable for aeroplane cloth and other military 
requirements. 


See also Note on p. 723. 
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The tenns offered to growers were £8 los. per ton total crop 
(straw with seed on), with tree seed and a minimum payment of 
£j4 per acre, whatever the crop. This last giiarantee was 
offered to give growers the necessary confidence in embarking 
on an entirely new and not very popular cr<q>. The Flax 
Production Bitmch also undertook to supply the laboin: for 
weeding and harvesting, if requested to do so, at a charge of 
£i per acre for weeding, and a maximum of £3 per acre for 
harvesting (farmer providing horses and horseman), whatever 
the actual cost to the Branch might be. Thus, by suppling 
free seed and by fixing a minimum gross return of £14 per acre 
and a maximum cost of £4 per acre for what was to him the 
unknown factor of the special labour peculiar to this crop, a 
balance of £10 per acre was available to the grower for the 
ordinary operations of ploughing and preparation of the land, 
sowing, loading and stacking the crop, rent, taxes and profit. 

Five centres were selected for flax growing, viz., at Yeovil, 
Selby, Peterborough, Suffolk and Fife. The acreage of land 
cultivated in 1918 was 12,352 acres, and the quantity of seed 
used was 26,290 bush, or 7,510 bags, of which 6,500 bags were 
Dutch seed. A few special seed drills and a large number of 
sowing fiddles were distributed at each centre for loan to 
growers, and a limited supply of sulphate of ammonia and 
flue dust was also provided at cost price. Mills and de-seeding 
‘stations were acquired for handliug the crop, the de-seeding 
stations being of a temporary character, and taken over mainly 
owing to shortage of suitable factory premises, to avoid conges- 
tion at the main factories and to overcome anticipated diffi- 
culties of transport. 

It was necessary largely to employ imported labour in weeding 
the crop, and the harvesting work was carried out mainly by 
voluntarily organised corps of both sexes, as well as by soldiers, 
prisoners of war, and women of the Land Army. 

The exact returns of the yield of the harvest cannot yet be 
obtained, but, after making due allowance for ^ort'^crops on 
which the guaranteed minimum of ;£i4 per acre will be paid, 
it is estimated that the weight of the straw and seed will be 
approximately 26,500 tons, distributed as follows ammig-the 


various centres : — 

Toua, 

Cwt. par Acra, 

Fife centre 

.• 2.750 ton9. 

41 

Suffolk centre 

. . 3,200 „ 

37 

Yeovil centre . • . . , 

. . 6,700 „ 

39 ' 

Peterborough centre 

•• 7 » 55 o M 

48 

Selby centre 

• • 6,300 „ 

48 
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The total cost of the guaranteed nunimum payment aor# 
was £5,34 i» shown in the following tatie ; — 


Centre. 

Acreage 

affected. 

No. of 
Growers. 

Average 
Crop 
per Acre, 

... 

Cost of 
^Guarantee, 




Cwt 

£ 

Fife 

155 

27 

24*6 

1,807 

Suffolk 1 

558 

40 

25*3 

Yeovil 1 

382 

29 

24-9 

r,322 

Peterborough 

399 ; 

22 

23*5 

1,602 

Selby 

29 

5 

277 

63 

Total 

1.523 I 

i “3 

— 

5.341 


Much of the work has necessarily been of an experimental 
character, and the past year has been too abnormal for any 
satisfactory conclusion to be formed as to the possibility of 
working the enterprise as a sound commercial business. An 
unique opportunity appears to be offered, however, for the 
translation of a war undertaking into a rural industry of per- 
manent value to the country. In order to achieve this, however, 
it would seem essential that the ownership of the mills by the 
Board should be continued for the present, to avoid financial 
loss on the mills. 


In the fourth week of August one of the Board’s officers 
visited two dairy farms in Cheshire on which various forage 
crops are being grown experimentally. 

Growth of Fowe a note as to the success attending the 
airy work may be of interest to others, especially 

if regarded as supplementary to articles 
which have appeared in this Journal dealing with the soiling 
system.* Both farms are on extremely fertile soil, mostly 
sandy loam of considerable depth. 

(a) This farmer occupies about 500 acres and keeps over 
200 cows. It is understood that every individual of the herd 
has passed the tuberculin test, and the milk is sold as Grade 
“ B ” to the Manchester Corporation. The herd is kept up by 
careful breeding and retention of the heifer calves, but the 
selections are mostly from Welsh and Irish-bred cows. The 
milk yidd is fairly evenly maintained throughout the year. 
An area of about 6 or 8 acres is occupied by a crop of hardy 

• 'Continuous Cropping," T. Wibberley, N.DA., N.D.D., November, 
.1914* p« 7®i» and December, 1914, p. 817. "Farming on The Soiling 
System," Jas. C Brown, P.A.S.I,, August, 1919, p. 507. 
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winter greens and rape, which were sown together in June, the 
seed having been broadcasted at the rate of about 4 lb. per 
acre. The mixture was growing strongly and was about 9 in. 
to 10 in. high at the time of inspection. The crop is expected 
to be used early next March, and with a favourable winter 
should have produced a heavy weight per acre by the time 
cutting commences. The grower considers it likely to equal 
the weight of a crop of cabbage without possessing some of the 
disadvantages of the latter ; it is more easily cut for the cows 
and leaves the land much cleaner, in addition to which the 
difficulty of dealing with the cabbage roots is avoided.* 

The potato ground was seeded, as soon as cleared, with 
hardy winter greens, which show vigorous growth. The cows 
will probably be allowed to graze these in due course. 

The abnormally dry season has increased the value of the 
forage crops, and their usefulness has been thoroughly appre- 
ciated, in ^pite of the somewhat limited scale on which they 
were grown. 

{b) The land occupied by this farmer extends to about 200 
acres, and 75 cows are kept. Forage cropping has been 
developed here on a somewhat larger scale than in the preceding 
case. Crops of oats and peas, of considerable weight to the 
acre, have proved extremely useful in supplementing the pas- 
tures through the dry period. The forage is fed to the cows in 
the byre. The crop from about i or 2 acres is intended for 
the making of silage. 

On adjoining land in the occupation of the same farmer was 
seen a mixture of giant rye, vetches and wheat. This is the 
second crop this year, the earlier one having been cut late in 
June. Cutting was recommenced on loth August, and the 
second crop was partly sold for feeding cows and partly made 
into hay. At the time of the visit only a small portion of the 
second cut remained unused ; this was at least 5 J ft. high and 
the- rye was fast becoming hard. The question of whether 
ripened grain could be obtained from a second crop of this 
character appears to depend upon the season, and in general 
would probably be less economical than would be the consump- 
tion or use of the crop in its best forage condition. 
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A DRAFT Order has been prepared by the Board of 
Agriculture for the piupose of establishing a single Drainage 
Board to deal with the main channel and 

LaM BraisAge of banks of the Great Ouse and its tributaries, 

its ?rib^tlirier the int^nal ^inage of 

such areas drained by those nvers as are 
not now imder any drainage authority. 

The main river alone is 140 miles in length, and at present 
there is no authority which has any control over it or its 
tributaries above the southern limit of the Fens at Earith 
and Waterbeach, which is about 50 miles from the sea. The 
rateable area of the proposed Board will be over 480,000 acres, 
situated in ten counties, and of that area nearly a quarter has 
hitherto made no contribution to the cost of keeping the main 
channels and banks in order. In the greater part of the area 
affected by the draft Order, nearly 100 drainage authorities 
have been set up in the course of the 300 years over which the 
local acts and charters relating to the Fen drainage extend. 
The result has been that the precise duties and powers of many 
of the authorities are veiled in obscurity, the liability for the 
maintenance of the rivers is most inequitably distributed, and 
the cost of the necessary works is far in excess of what the 
lands hitherto liable to contribute to the upkeep of the main 
channels can be called upon to pay. It is, moreover, imp>ossible 
for the multitude of authorities to deal in any comprehensive 
way with the problems presented by the river, and the work 
that can be done by them is necessary of the nature of patch- 
work. 

In accordance with petitions presented by seven out of the 
ten counties affected, the Board of Agriculture propose to 
establish a single authority, as indicated above, which will 
take the place of all the existing authorities so far as concerns 
the main channels and banks. This Board will ultimately 
consist of 27 members elected by all owners and occupiers of 
land in the district, and 9 members nominated by County 
Councils and the King’s Lynn Harbour authority. For the 
first Board a list of representative men has been secimed, every 
invitation to serve having been accepted. Provision is made 
in the Order for differential rating of various sections into which 
the district is divided, in respect of the works by which each 
will be benefited. 

Rates will be levied by the new Board directly upon all lands 
in their district, and they will not call for contributions from 
other drainage authorities. The new Board and the existing 
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authorities will be indqit^rient of each oth^, the latto: retain- 
ing all their powers relating to internal drainage, but aur^ 
rendering all their powers relating to the main channds and 
banks, 

No attempt is made to lay down what works shall be carried 
out, oar what general policy shall be adopted by the new Board. 
The object aimed at is to establish an authority with such an 
extent of jurisdiction as will enable it to take a broad view of 
all problems and all interests, and with a rating area which will 
enable it to carry out the necessary works without placing an 
unfair burden of expense on any of the land benefited^ 

The inquiries and surveys which have preceded the drafting 
of the Order have been prolonged, and its preparation has been 
a task of great difhc^ty and comptication. Persons with 
intimate knowledge of the subject have held, and hold, widely 
divergent opinions on questions of principle as well as of 
detail and the interests which are affected are in many in- 
stances in direct conflict with one another. These views and 
interests cannot in all cases be reconciled by any paper scheme. 
It is believed, however, that even if some of them have 
necessarily to be abandoned or to suffer, the establishment of 
a single co-ordinating authority will be well worth the sacrifice 
involved, and will afford the only hope of keeping a great and 
very valuable area in full cultivation. The view has been 
strongly urged in certain quarters that the area rateable for 
the upkeep of the main channels should be still further extended, 
and that it should even include the whole watershed of the 
river. It may indeed be desirable that uplands which send 
large quantities of water down to the valleys and fens should 
contribute to the cost of carrying that water to the sea without 
damage to the low lands, but as it has for many centuries been 
established law that aU drainage works must be paid for only 
by the land which they benefit, it is impossible to effect this 
object without fresh l^slation to altw a prindifle of payment 
which has generally been accepted as fundamental ; and there 
can be no doubt that any attempt to legislate in this way 
would be strenuously opposed. Meanwhile, the establishment 
of a single authority, which is needed immediately in order to 
prevent the recurrence of disastrous floods, would be in- 
definitely delayed. 
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The Board of Agriculture in July last undertook considerable 
work on the right bank of the Ouse above Denver sluice. The 
work was done by hand labour on the bank 

The Great Ouse : consisted of strengthening the 

preparing it for dredging work. 
Sufficient preparatory work has been 
accomplished to enable dredging to be carried on with advan- 
tage for some months. The first of three dredgers purchased 
by the Board has now been completed and sent up river from 
King's Lynn. 

The Board have already commenced dredging below 
Denver sluice. The plant with which the work was 
begun was not a success, but a new grub has now been 
installed which is working very satisfactorily. In under- 
taking work on the Ouse, both above and below Denver, the 
Board were actuated solely by what they felt to be the par- 
amount and immediate necessity of taking some steps to increase 
the capacity of the river and to improve the banks so as to 
minimise the risk of flooding in the coming winter. They felt 
that it was not possible for any other existing authority to 
perform the necessary work, and that it was incumbent upon 
them to do all they could to tide over the interval that must 
elapse before a local authority can be established with jurisdic- 
tion over the whole of the main river. 

It is neither the province nor the desire of the Board of Agri- 
culture to take up duties or to assume control which should 
belong essentially to a local authority. The Board’s ultimate 
aim is to establish such an authority, elected by those who will 
pay rates to it, and free to determine its own policy for the 
benefit of its electors, ^^^len such an authority is established 
the work of the Board on the river will be handed over to it, 
with as much of the plant as the authority may care to acquire. 
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OFFICIAL NOTICES AND CIRCULARS. 

N.B, — The Orders which may he mentioned in this section of the 
Journal may usually he obtained at the price of id. each from 
H,M, Stationery Office, Imperial House, Kings way, London, 
W.C. 2, and 28, Abingdon Street, London, S.W. i ; 37, Peter 
Street, Manchester, and i, St. Andrew's Crescent, Cardiff. 

The President of the Board (Lord Lee of Fareham) has written a 
letter to the Agriculture Executive Committees of England and Wales 
in the following terms : — 

President’s Message I desire to take the earliest possible 

to Agricnltnral opportunity after my appointment as Presi- 

Ezecntive dent of the Board to send a message of en- 

Committees. couragement to the Agricultural Executive 
Committees. 

** I look back with much pleasure and pride to my association with 
them during the special food production campaign of 1917 and 1918, 
and I look forward with confidence tp their co-operation and assistance 
in canning on the work of maintaining agriculture in a healthy and 
prosperous condition and of securing the greatest possible output of 
food from the land. 

“ The Committees will not expect me to make any declaration of 
agricultural policy until I have had time to examine the subject in all 
its bearings and to obtain the assent of the Cabinet and Parliament to 
such measures as may be found necessary, but in the meantime I desire 
to urge all Committees to use their powers to the full to deal with cases 
in wlfich land is being badly or negligently farmed and to enforce on all 
occupiers the observance of the rules of good husbandry. 

“ Firm, and if need be drastic, action on these lines, within the powers 
granted by Parliament, will be welcomed and supported to the full, not 
only by the Board but by all good farmers and public opinion in general. 
Tn this connection it is certain that the interests of agriculture cannot 
expect to receive sympathetic consideration by the urban and industrial 
population unless they are satisfied that farmers are making the best 
possible use of the land which they occupy.'* 


The following Circular Letter (No. 199/C. 6), was addressed to 
County Councils and Councils of County troughs in England and 
Wales by the Board on 28th August : — 

Land Settlement Sir, — i. I am directed to call the special 

(Facilities) Act, 1919. attention of your Council to the provisions 
of the Land Settlement (Facilities) Act which 
received the Royal assent on the 19th instant, and came into operation 
on the same day. 

2. Prints of the Act will be available shortly and should be obtained 
and studied carefully by the members and officials of Small Holdings 
Committees, but in the meantime the Board desire to state shortly the 
effect of some of the principal provisions of the Act as regards the 
creation of small holdings. A separate Circular will be issued dealing 
with allotments.* 


* See p. 737. 
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AoquMtlon of Land. — 3. The powers of Couneils to acquire^land 
compulsorily and to obtain vacant possession of land acquired by agree- 
ment are strengthened very considerably by the new Act. For a period 
of three years from the passing of the Act Orders made by Councils for 
the compulsory purchase or hiring of land will not have to be confirmed 
by, or receive the consent of, the Board, except in those cases where 
the land is subject to rights of common (proviso to Section i (i ) and 
Section 28), or where the land^forms part of a park or home farm, or of 
a “smallholding" as defined* in Section 6i (i) of the Act of 1908 
(Section 16). 

4. When a compulsory Order has been made by a Council (and 
confirmed by the Board in those cases in which confirmation is necessary) 
notices of the Order must be given by the Council to each owner, lessee 
and occupier of the land in accordance with regulations, of which copies 
will be sent to you shortly. 

5. The Council can then, in anticipation of the completion of their 
purchase, at any time after they liave served notice to treat, give not 
less than 14 days’ notice to each owner, lessee and occupier, and then 
enter on and take possession of the land, leaving the amount of the 
compensation payable to be settled subsequently (Section 2 (i)). A 
notice may apply either to the whole or to any part of the land included 
in the Order which is specified in the notice, so that Councils will be able 
to obtain immediate possession of the land required for buildings, 
roads, etc., without necessarily taking possession of the whole farm at 
the same time. If, however, the notice relates to land on which there 
is a dwelling house and the length of notice is less than three months, 
the occupier of the house may, within 10 day- of the service of the notice, 
appeal to arbitration against the notice and in default of agreement the 
arbitration will bo appointed by the President of the Surveyors’ Insti- 
tution (Section 2 (3)). 

6. It should generally be possible, in view of the existence of these 
} 30 wers, to make a voluntary arrangement which will enable the adapta- 
tion of the farm to be proceeded with, but occupiers should, in most 
cases, be given early notice that they will be required to quit at the end 
of the current year of tenancy, and that the Council will then take 
possession. 

7. The above provisions as to obtaining early possession of land 
apply, in effect, not only to land which is acquired compulsorily but also 
to land which has been agreed to be purchased subject only to the 
interest of a yearly tenant who is in occupation of the land (Section 2 (2)). 

8. These provisions apply whether the Order for compulsory purchase 
or agreement for purchase is made before or after the passing of the 
Act. 

9. In view of the importance of avoiding all possible delay in the 
settlement of ex-Service men and of the necessity of proceeding at once 
with any necessary works of equipment, I am to urge your Council to 
make full use of their powers of obtaining early possession. Up to the 
present time some 70,000 acres have already been acquired by County 
Councils this year, but if the powers conferred by the new Act are not 
used Councils may not obtain vacant possession of more than 23,000 
acres at Michaelmas next. 

10. Where a Council exercise their power of pre-entry they cannot 
withdraw their notice to treat under Section 39 of the Act of 1908. 
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XI. Tlie Act contaias provisions enabling Councils to purchase land 
in consideration oi the payment of a perpetual annuity, and limited 
owners are authorised to sell for such consideration (Section 9 and First 
Schedule)^ la view of the desirability of reducing as much as possible 
the demands on the Exchequer in respect of purchases for cash» Councils 
are urged to acquire land wherever possible for an annuity instead of 
for cash. The annuity method is specially suitable in the case of 
purchases from corporations, colleges, charities, glebe owners cuid other 
bodies who would re-invest the purchase money of the land and who 
would be satisfied with a fixed income charged on the county fund. 

AMMsment of Comfionoation In reopoet of Compiiloorjf Aaqiiloltlon. — 
X2« Under the Acquisition of JLand (Assessment of Compenkition) Act, 
19x9, which comes into operation on ist September next, it is^ provided 
that the compensation payable in respect of any land that is acquired 
compulsorily by a local authority shall be determined, in default of 
agreement, by one oi a panel of official arbitrators to be appointed under 
the Act. The panel wUl be appointed by a Reference Committee con- 
sisting of the Lord Chief Justice, the Master of the Rolls, and the 
President of the Surveyors* Institution, and the selection of tlie ofi&cial 
arbitrator who will act in any particular case will be made in accordance 
with rules made by the Reference Committee. The Act also provides 
that the parties to any case of compulsory acquisition may agree to 
refer any question of disputed compensation either to the Commisaoners 
of Inland Revenue or to an arbitrator agreed on between the parties, 
and for the present the Board raise no objection to either of these courses 
being adopted, provided that the approval of the Board is obtained 
before an arbitrator is appointed by agreement. 

MaiMifaiiiant of Land. — 13. Di£&culties have arisen ,in the past 
owing to the limited powers of managing land which were conferred on 
Councils by the Act of x 908. These difficulties are removed by Section 1 2 
of the new Act under which Councils are given wide powers of manage- 
ment of land. In particular. Councils will be free to carry out any 
necessary works of equipment or adaptation subject to the approval 
of the Board, where such approval is required, and to farm land them- 
selves in cases where it is desirable or necessary to do so. 

Sale of Holdinge. — 14. Important changes have been made under 
this head by the new Act. The sale of holdings has been greatly 
facilitated by repealing the requirements that a purchaser must pay 
not less than one-fifth of the purchase money in cash, and the maximum 
period over which the purchase instalments may be spread can be 
extended from 50 to 60 years by an Order made by the Council with the 
approval of the Board and the Treasury (Section xi (5) and (6)). In 
addition, any person who has been a tenant of a small holding under 
the Council for not less than six years is given a statutory option to 
purchase his holding unless the Council obtain the consent of the Board 
to a refusal by the Council to sell the holding (Section xt (3)), The 
purchase price of any holding sold to an existing tenant of the Council 
^dll be the value of the holding at the date of sale, less the value of any 
improvement executed by the tenant. Any sales of small holdings 
by Councils prior to 1st April, 1926, are subject to the approval of the 
ward (Section ix (2)), and the Board are not prepared to sanction sales 
unless the purchase price is equal to the cost of the holding. Where 

land was acquired some years ago the value may be substantially 
ineaMSof ijiecost. 
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X 5. The increased facilities fot the purchaise of small holdings should 
be made known both to the new applicants and to the existing tenants of 
the Council in case they desire to avail themselves of them. It should 
be made dear that all sales are subject to the conditions set out in 
Section X2 of the Act of tgoS. 

Prefereuoe te ex*8eriflim Men and Women.— x6. For the next two 
years the new Act requires Councils to give a preference in the sale or 
letting of small holdings to suitable men who have served at any time 
in the Forces of the Crown and^to suitable women who are certified by 
the Board to have been engaged in whole-time empl03rment on agri- 
cultuTEd work for a period of not less than six months during the War 
(Section xi (7)). 

Loans to Tonanto. — 1 7. Section x 8 of the new Act empowers Councils 
to make or guarantee or undertake to make or guarantee an advance 
by way of loan to any tenant or prospective tenant of a small holding 
provided by the Council for the purchase of live stock, fruit trees, seeds, 
fertilisers and implements, provided the Council is of opinion that the 
facilities for obtaining advances from a co-operative society are 
inadequate. Any such advances or guarantees are to be made subject 
to regulations made by the Treasury, and the Board are in communication 
with the Treasury on the subject and hope to be in a position to give 
further instructions to Councils on the subject at an early date. In 
the meantime I am to say that the Board propose (t) that advances 
should be made through the Joint Stock Banks on the recommendation 
of the Council with a guarantee by the Council, (2) that, as a general 
rule, advances should be limited to amounts not in excess of the capital 
in cash or kind already possessed by the applicant, (3) that no advance 
to any one applicant should exceed £500, and (4) that the maximum 
period for the repayment of any advante should be five years. 

Ooiltrol tiy tti6 Boani.^16. The new Act contains a provision 
(Section 10) requiring Councils to obtain the approval of the Board 
before acquiring any land during the period up to 31st March, X926, and 
Councils should, therefore, continue to submit their proposals in regard 
to the acquisition of land to the Board for their approval. The position 
in this respect is for all practical purposes the same as has been customary 
in the past, and it will be convenient, therefore, that the same forms 
should continue to be used. It will not be necessary, however, in future 
to advertise schemes under Section 5 (i) of the Act of 1908. 

X9. 1 am to point out that the necessity of obtaining the Board's 
consent before land is acquired applies to land which is acquired com- 
pulsorily as well as to land acquired by agreement. Councils can 
obtain oompulsory powers in respect of any land (subject to the excep- 
ttOoB mentioned in paragraph 3 of this letter) without reference to the 
Boaltl, but toey must not exercise those powers by the service of 
notices to treat or of notices to enter and take possession without first 
consulting the Board. Ck>uncils should, therefore, send to the Board a 
copy of eac^x compulsory Order they make, together with a copy 
of the relative plan and a valuation of the land by the District 
Valuer of <he Bosi^ of Inland Revenue or some other competent valuer, 
Theyehould also inform the Board if they propose to exercise their power 
to enter and take possession of the whole or any part of the land and 
should submit an estimate of the sum that might be expected to be 
awarded by way of compensation to the occupier apart from the 
ordinary outgoing valuation. The Board will then inform the Council 
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whether they are authorised to serve notices to treat or notices to enter 
and take possession. * 

20. The general efEect of the financial provisions of the Act are that 
the Councils act as the agents of the Board and at the Board's expense 
during the period to 31st Marche 1926, and Councils must, therefore, 
obtain the Board's approval before incurring expenditure not only on 
the acquisition, but also on the equipment and adaptation of land. 
In particular it is essential that the Board's consent should be obtained 
to any capital expenditure in respect of which the Council propose to 
borrow, in order that the Board may recommend the Ministry of Healtli 
to sanction the loans. The Act contains also an express provision 
(Section 15) requiring the approval of the Board to the period for which 
any loan is borrowed, and the Board will expect Councils to t^rrow for 
the full periods sanctioned by the Ministry of Health. If shorter loans 
are raised the accounts will have to be adjusted on the basis of the loan 
charges for the full periods sanctioned. With regard to the expenses 
of management and of ordinary repairs, the cost of which is paid out 
of revenue, the Board desire to allow Councils as much freedom of action 
as possible, but the Board expect to be consulted as to the qualifications 
and salaries of the principal members of the stafi engaged by the Council 
on the administration of the Act, and they rely upon Councils to 
scrutinise closely the number ahd salaries of subordinate of&cers, clerks, 
etc. The Board reserve the right to disallow any expenditure which 
in their opinion has been unnecessarily or unreasonably incurred. 

Recoupment of Loeeee. — 21. Detailed instructions will be issued in 
due course as to the procedure for the payment by the Board of any 
losses incurred up to the 31st March last on the whole of the small 
holdings transactions of a Council to that date, and al^ as to the 
payment of annual losses at the end of this and subsequent financial 
years up to 3xst March, 1926. In the meantime I am to point out that 
payments by the Board will be confined in future to losses incurred on 
the small holdings account of your Council as a whole, and that separate 
payments in respect of the costs of acquisition will not be made in future 
under Section 21 of the Act of 1908, which has been repealed, or in respect 
of half the cost of ascertaining the demand for small holdings. The 
latter expenses should be charged against the revenue account of the 
small holdings undertaking, and the expenses of acquisition which the 
Board have been accustomed to repay under Section 21 of the Act of 
1908, including all proper legal and conveyancing charges and costs, 
should be added to the purchase money or other capital expenditure in 
respect of the land and included in the amount of the loan. From 
past experience it should be possible for the Council, when the purchase 
price of a property is settled, to form a reasonable estimate of the costs 
which should be included in the loan, and such estimate should be 
submitted to the Board when application is made for approval of a 
purchase, in order that the Board may make the necessary recom- 
mendation to the Ministry of Health that a loan should be sanctioned. 
Resolutions authorising the raising of loans for the purchase of land 
should extend to the costs of acquisition, and applications to the Ministry 
of Health for sanction to borrow should state the nature of the costs 
included in the application. 

I am» etc.» 

(Signed) A. D* Hall, Secretary. 
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Ik a Circular Letter addressed to the London County Council, and 
the Councils of Boroughs, Metropolitan Boroughs and Urban Districts 
on 8th September, the Board of Agriculture 
The Previlion of point out the legal obligation of those 
Allotments. authorities to assist in all reasonable ways the 
allotment movement, and urge the authorities 
to take all possible steps to notify any demand for allotments. 

Indicating the amendments of the law relating to allotments, 
contained in the Land Settlement (Facilities) Act, 1919, which came 
into operation on 19th August, the Board emphasise the fact that the 
powers of Councils to acquire land compulsorily, and to obtain vacant 
possession of land acquired by agreement, are strengthened considerably 
under the new Act. For a period of three years from the passing of 
the Act Orders made by Councils for the compulsory purchase or hiring 
of land for allotments will not have to be confirmed by. or receive the 
consent of, the Board, except in those cases where the land is subject 
to rights of common or where the land forms part of a park or home 
farm. Councils can at any time after they have served notice to treat, 
give not less .than 14 days* notice to each owner, lessee and occupier, 
and can then enter on and take possession of the land, leaving the amount 
of compensation payable to be settled subsequently. The provisions 
as to obtaining early possession of land apply, in effect, not only to land 
which is acquired compulsorily but also to land which has been agreed 
to be acquired subject only to the interest of a yearly tenant who is in 
occupation of the land. 

The effect of these provisions is that Councils will he able to acquire 
land for allotments hy a simple and rapid process. Failing acquisition 
and the right of immediate entry by agreement it will only be necessary 
for a Council to make a compulsory Order, which in ordinary cases will 
not require confirmation, and the Council can then take possession of 
the land on 14 days’ notice. It should be possible, therefore, to satisfy 
any demand for allotments without delay, and Councils are urged to 
make the fullest possible use of their powers for this purpose. The 
Board regard it as a matter of urgent importance that the allotment 
movement should be encouraged to the greatest possible extent, not 
only from the point of view of the increase of food production but also 
on account of the social and political advantages of the movement. 

As a general rule the capital value of land in urban areas is too high 
to permit of the purchase of land for allotments, and Councils will, 
therefore, usually proceed to hire any land they require. If they cannot 
obtain land on reasonable terms by agreement, they should make use of 
their powers of compulsory hiring, which are specially adapted to meet 
those cases where land has a prospective building value. Councils can 
make Orders authorising them to hire land compulsorily for a period 
of not less than 14 years and not more than 35 years, and the hiring can 
be renewed under Section 44 of the Small Holdings and Allotments 
Act, 1908, for a further period of not less than 14 years and not more 
than 35 years on giving notice to the landlord not more than two years 
and not less than one year before the expiration of the tenancy.* 

The compulsory hiring provisions of the Acts enable Councils, there- 
fore, to obtain a perpetual tenancy of land at a fair rent, which cannot 
be raised in consequence of their own improvements, and without 

♦ Sec this Journal, September, 1919, p 652. 
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regard to any. prospective value which the land may possess for building, 
mining or o&^ industrial purposes, but subject to the landlord's right 
of resumption if he satisfies the Booiri that he requires the land for such 
purposes. 

It should be noted that the absolute exemption from compulsory 
acquisition of holdings of 50 acres or less has been repealed by the new 
Act and that Councils will in future be able to make compulsory Orders 
for the acquisition of the whole or part of such holdings for allotment 
purposes provided that they are satisfied that the holding is not the 
principal means of livelihood of the occupier. 

Under Section 23 of the Small Holdings and Allotments Act, 1908, 
as amended by the Land Settlement (Facilities) Act, 1919. it is the 
statutory duty of all Borough and Urban District Councils to provide 
a sufficient number of allotments to meet the demand from* residents 
in the Borough or Urban District so far as this is practicable having 
regard to the financial conditions imposed. In the Act of 1908 the 
obligation was confined to the proviaon of allotments for the labouring 
population, but this limitation has been repealed by the new Act, and 
consequently applications for allotments from any class of residents 
should be dealt with. The new Act also repeals the words of the Act 
of 1908, which confined the obligation of the Local Authority to cases 
in which allotments cannot be obtained on reasonable terms by agree- 
ment between landowners and applicants. 

If an allotment authority fails to provide a sufficient number of allot- 
ments, the County Council may act in default and may provide allotments 
at the expense of the Borough or Urban District Council. If the Board 
are satisfied^ after holding a local inquiry, that both the allotment authority 
and the County Council have failed to fulfil their obligations, the Board may 
transfer the powers of the Council to the Small Holdings Commissioners in 
order that they may provide the allotments required. 

By the Act of 1908 Councils were empowered, with the consent of 
the Board, to let land for allotments to an allotment association so 
constituted that the division of profits among the members of the 
association is prohibited or restricted, but there was no obligation on 
the part of Councils to provide land for an association. This is altered 
by the new Act, and Councils are now under a statutory obligation to 
provide allotments for allotment associations as well as for individual 
applicants. The new Act also authorises the sale as well as the letting 
of land to allotment associations. Moreover, Borough and Urban 
District Councils are authorised by the Act to promote the formation 
and extension of co-operative allotment societies. Councils may also, 
with the consent of the Ministry of Health, make grants or advances to 
co-operative allotment societies, and may borrow money for the purpose. 

In conclusion, the Board express the hope that Local Authorities 
will make use of these powers to encourage the organisation of allotment 
holders on a co-operative basis and the formation of societies to assist 
them in the purchase of their requirements and the sale of their surplus 
produce. If any Local Authority is of opinion that such facilities 
cannot be obtained by the allotment holders from a co-operative society, 
the Council can itself purchase any fruit trees, seeds, plants, fertilisers 
or implements required for allotments and may sell them to the allot- 
ment holders, or in the case of implements allow their use at a price or 
charge sufficient to cover the cost of purchase. 
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Thb following informaAion affecting farmers was ccmtained in a 
l^ess Notice issued by the Ministry of Food on 30th September : — 

As from 2nd October, the per head charge 

Increased Prices of payia-ble by buyers of cattle on the live*weight 
Cattle and Xeat. basis is increased from 2s, 4^. to 13s. per cwt. 

On the same date the buyer of sheep on the 
live-weight basis will pay at the rate of t$. j\\d. per lb. on the estimated 
dead weight, plus the value of the skin. 

As from 6th October, the price of home-killed beef sold at Govern- 
ment authorised slaughterhouses will be raised to 3^. per lb. and 
of mutton to is. ^id. per lb. The prices of offal will remain as at 
present. 

From the same date (6th October) a Government charge of id. 
per lb. in respect of cattle sold in the dead weight will be deducted from 
the vendor, as is at present done in the case of sheep sold on the dead 
weight. The price payable to vendors of cattle on this basis wiU, there- 
fore, be 15 . 2fd. per lb. including increase to farmers. 

After allowing for the existing increases to farmers, which are not 
altered, the live-stock auctioneer will, therefore, have to collect for the 
Ontral Live Stock Fund 95. per cwt. on live cattle and 2j^. per lb. of 
estimated weight of live sheep, together with the existing head charge 
of IS, 6d. payable by the vendor. The amount pa3rable to fannem in 
respect of cattle and sheep of 4th grade sold on the dead-weight basis 
will on and after 6th October be the amount realised, less in every case 
3<f. per lb. 

As from 6th October new prices for beef and mutton will come into 
force. The new prices represent an all-round increase in the wholesale 
and retail prices of 2 id. per lb. No alteration is to be made in the price 
of pork and edible offals, and for the present the prices of veal will 
remain as recently announced by the Ministry. As from 6th October 
the wholesale prices of meat will, therefore, be as follows : — 

Per Stone of 8 lb. 


Home Killed. Imported. 


Beef — 


5. 

d. 


s. 

d. 

Carcass 

. , 

10 

0 


8 

0 

Hinds 

, , 

n 

0 


8 

0 

Fores 

. , 

9 

0 


7 

0 

Mutton and Lamb 

, , 

10 

6 


8 

6 

Pork 

. , 

10 

8 


9 

6 

Veal 

.. 

7 

0 

.... 

5 

10 


It is stated in the Notice that these increases are rendered necessary 
by the increased cost of production, which has compelled the Ministry 
to pay for fat stock on an ascending scale which permits farmers to meet 
the heavier costs of fattening stock during the period when^ feeding 
stufis are short and expensive. These prices are necessary in order to 
create a reserve fund, out of which the heavier payments to farmers 
for stock slaughtered in the winter and spring months will be met, and 
are so calculated as to be just sufficient to meet this object and leave no 
profit of any sort in the hands of the Ministry. 


3 E 2 
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The Board of Agriculture and Fisheries wish to point out to merchants 
and seedsmen selling immune varieties of seed potatoes for planting 
in areas infected with wart disease that it is 
Wart Disease: proposed to issue at an early date an order 

Immime Tarieties. which will modify the restriction now in force 
that merchants must obtain licences for selling 
such potatoes under the proposed Order. 

Stocks of approved immune varieties which were inspected whilst 
growing and certified as reasonably free from rogues by either the Board 
of Agriculture and Fisheries or the Board of Agriculture for Scotland, 
may be introduced to and sold for planting on infected areas without 
any licence ; but on the occasion of a sale for planting, the serial numbers 
of the certificate must be quoted on the invoice or other written docu- 
ment given to purchasers. No potatoes for planting other than these 
can be brought or sent into infected areas except under the authority 
of a licence issued by the Board. 

The Board propose to work in the closest co-operation with persons 
introducing potatoes for planting into infected areas to see that the 
introducer of such potatoes has obtained either the certificate number 
of the inspected seed or the special licence to introduce other seed. 

It should be pointed out that it is not the Board's intention to grant 
licences for the introduction of non-certified stocks until they are satis- 
fied that the supply of certified stocks has been used up. 


Revocation of The 
Swedes (Prices) Order, 
1917. 


By an Order (No. 1174), dated 4th Septem- 
ber, 1919, the Food Controller has revoked as 
from nth September, X919, the Sv^edes (Prices) 
Order, 191 7,* but without prejudice to any 
proceedings in respect of any contravention 
thereof. 


Owing to the Isle of Wight Disease, the stocks of bees in this country 
have been depleted to an alarming extent. The production of honey 
has decreased seriously and the fruit crops 
Official Scheme for have suffered through the non-fertilisation of 
the Restocking blossom owing to the lack of bees. 

of Bees. With a view to remedying this state of 

affairs, the Board of Agriculture in 1 91 8 engaged 
the services of a bee expert, and a scheme to rt stock the country 
with bees was initiated. An investigation of the apiaries still in 
existence was first carried out, every part of the country being visited 
by the Board's expert. It Weis found that the total number of stocks 
remaining in England and Wales was only 32,500. 

Simultaneously with these inquiries, investigations were made into 
the results which had attended local experiments in Kent and elsewhere 
to test the resistance to Isle of Wight Disease of bers of hybrid origin. 
It appeared from the evidence that hybrid Dutch and Italian bees possess 
a high measure of resistance to Isle of Wight Disease. The Board, there- 
fore, developed a*scheme for the introduction of Dutch bees for stocks 
and Italian queens for breeding. 


• Printed in this Journal, April, 1917, p. iii. 
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In February last the Board's expert proceeded to Holland to purchase 
Dutch colonies in skeps, and he succeeded in securing 268 skeps« which 
were brought over in March without the loss of a single colony. Seven 
hundred Italian queens, purchased from one of the best breeders in 
Italy, were brought to England by post. To assist in the distribution 
of the stocks and queens. Bee Committees were formed under the 
Horticultural Sub-Committees in 40 counties of England and six in 
Wales, the bee-keeping interest being largely represented on these Com- 
mittees. 

The scheme provided that each Committee should issue shares to 
those desirous of obtaining nuclei from the imported stocks, each share 
to be liquidated by .delivery of a nucleus. The stocks imported were 
sent to approved bee-keepers, who undertook to form restocking 
apiaries under the Committee’s control; to purchase Dutch stocks 
at a price of £2 105. each and Italian queens at 105. each, and to provide 
nuclei to the shareholders at a cost of 30 s. each, against a market rate 
of 505. to 60s. 

Restocking apiaries have been formed in Buckinghamshire, Cheshire, 
Cornwall, Devon, Derbyshire, Dorset, Hampshire, Hertfordshire, Isle 
of Ely, Isle of Wight, Lancasliire, Leicester, Lincoln, Middlesex, Nor- 
thamptonshire, Norfolk, Northumberland, Nottinghamshire, Soke of 
l^eterborough, Somerset, Stafford, Surrey, Worcester, Yorkshire (6), 
Denbigh, Glamorgan and Pembrokeshire. The Board’s expert has 
paid visits of inspection to the restocking apiaries, of which all except 
three have been well managed. An average of five nuclei Dutch bee 
stocks has been obtained from each imported stock, so that the country 
is already richer by i ,340 stocks of bees resistant to Isle of Wight Disease. 
Inasmuch as the scheme provides for the continued multiplication of 
the nuclei from the imported stocks, it may be expected that, in the 
course of a few years, many thousands of stocks of resistant bees will 
have been reared. Moreover, the ofEcial scheme has greatly stimulated 
private enterprise in the importation of foreign bees. 


A Sub-Committee of the Food (War) Committee of the Royal Society 
has recently issued a report on the composition of potatoes grown in the 
United Kingdom (Harrison & Son, St. Martin’s 
Compolition of Potatoes. Lane, London, W.C. 2, price 2s.) The report 
introduces this subject with the following 
remarks : “ The important part now played by potatoes in the national 
dietary makes it desirable that we should possess adequate and reliable 
information as to the composition and nutritive characteristics of our 
potato supplies.” There are, of course, many factors other than the 
chemical composition which influence the value of the potato as a staple 
product of food, but for purposes of comparison a knowledge of the com- 
position of the common varieties of potatoes should be of much use to 
many. It is true that farmers who grow on an extensive scale for 
market will naturally select those varieties wliich give attractive 
yields, but the small man who grows a few rods of potatoes to supply 
his own household would be wise, when selecting varieties, to give due 
attention to kinds which possess high feeding values. 

The general public might give more than a passing thought to the 
matter, seeing that the difference between the feeding value of two 
kinds may varv considerablv as shown in the accompanvin? table. 
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Varieties. 

Number of 
Samples. 

Dry 

Matter. 

Nitrogen. 





Per cent, of 

Per cent, of 

Late Varieties — 




Tuber. 

Tuber. 

Arran Chief . . 



52 

*3 ' 3 * 

0*343 

King Edward VII. 
Up-to-date 



47 

2X*X5 

0*323 



45 

21*24 

0*281 

Evergood 



20 

20-83 

0*343 

President 



9 

23*49 

0-346 

Golden Wonder 



2 

27*24 

0*447 

Lochar 



I 

20*64 

0*329 

Templar 



2 

21 *16 

0*338 

Irish Queen . . 



Z 

25*90 

0*529 

Early Varieties — 






Great Scott . . 



24 

22*63 

0-351 

British Queen 



^7 

22*39 

0*306 

King George V. 



7 

21*25 

0*310 

Royal Kidney 



4 

20*74 

0*359 

AUy . . 



I 

20*90 

0*338 

Burnhousc Beauty 



I 

24*31 

0*402 


The Report states that the usual criteria on which selection is 
based at present are crop yields, resistance to disease, and cooking 
qualities.. There are obvious advantages in taking account also of 
the percentage of dry matter. 

The prevailing popular idea has been that Golden Wonder possessed 
superior qualities for ware purposes to Arran Chief, British Queen or 
Great Scott, though these were regarded as being of much better quality 
than the close varieties such as Evergood and King George arid Royal 
Kidney. A review of the table shows the interesting fact that the 
percentage of dry matter and the popular idea of quality of any variety 
have some element in common, and that the factor popularly expressed 
as the quality of a potato has now been given a definite status on scientific 
grounds. 

The investigators made an attempt to determine the effect of 
general climatic influences, and it was shown that the percentage of 
dry matter was about i per cent, higher for potatoes grown in the 
eastern counties as compared with potatoes grown in the western 
counties. It is reasonable to assume, therefore, that the variation 
represents the effects of difference of rainfall. 


•With reference to the decision of the Agricultural Wages Board to 
reduce the statutory hours of labour on the land, the following corres- 
pondence has passed between the President 
Agricultural Wages, of the Board of Agriculture (Lord Lee of 
Fareham) and the Chairman of the Wages 
Board (Sir Ailwyn Fellowes) : — 

Letter, daied 23rd September, 19x9* addressed by Lord Lee to 
Sir Ailwyn Fellowes : 

Sir, — I am infonned that the Agricultural Wages Board have now 
decided to reduce the^statutory hours of labour to 50 hours a week for 
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the mouth of October and 48 hours for the winter months, returning to 
50 hours after the first Monday in March. 

Exercising the powers conferred upon the Board of Agriculture under 
the Com Production Act, I feel bound formally to request the Agri* 
cultural Wages Board to reconsider their decision. I am aware that the 
Agricultural Wages Board have not come to their conclusion without 
long and careful deliberation, and were it not for the grave national 
issues involved, I should not propose to invite so representative a body 
to review a decision which they have only just reached. But I feel 
there are certain national considerations to be weighed that have not 
perhaps loomed as large to the members of the Wages Board as they 
must do to me on finding it my duty, as Minister of Agriculture, to 
take a broad and impartial survey of the whole position of the 
industry. 

The vital necessity before the nation at the present time is to increase 
home production in every direction. In no other way can we maintain 
our position and pay our debts. There is but one sure wayjof increasing 
production ; every individual must do more work rather than less, and 
the share in the common burden cannot be shifted from one individual, 
or from one industry, on to the shoulders of another. In the case of 
agriculture the caD is specially urgent ; it has^to supply the primal and 
urgent call for foodstufEs, and by its efforts alone can the rapidly 
increasing prices for the necessities of life be materially reduced. Its 
hours of labour have already been shortened, but as 3^ there are no 
^ signs that the old scale of production is being restored by a counter- 
balancing increase in the efficiency of the worker or in the organisation 
of the employer. Time is needed before either factor can show any 
real effect. Meanwhile, it has been recognised in all the discussions, 
international and domestic, upon the universal 48 hours' week, that 
agriculture in every country must be treated as an exceptional 
industry. 

I therefore earnestly press upon the members of the Wages Board 
that there is a grave risk,not merely of checking production in agriculture, 
but of restricting most seriously the amount of employment, if too 
rapid or too drastic changes in the conditions of labour are forced under 
present circumstances. Farmers have elweys the alternative, and even 
the inducement, to cut down their expenses by reducing labour and by 
reverting to grass fanning on all but the most profitable land. It is 
common knowledge that a great proportion of them are taki^, or con- 
templating, this step. It is not my business, nor my inclination, to 
show parti^ty to either employers or employed, and I have come to the 
Board of Agriculture with the sole object of promoting production by 
every means in my power. But no orders to plough, no control of 
cultivation, nor any other form of State interference, can make it passible 
to conduct farming on uneconomic lines, or to make its labour conditions 
conform to those of urban industries. 

In this connection 1 am convinced that a further reduction in the 
hours of work cannot but influence farmers still further in the direction 
of reducing their arable land, with a consequent increase in that volume 
of unemployment which is the most ominous symptom of the present 
situation. 

In issuing this request to ^ Wages Board to reconsider their decision, 
I am thinking solely and entirely of the interests of the country as a 
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wkole, and of dll classes concerned in the prosperity of agriculture. 
I am, of course, aware that my action may be misconstrued, but I 
should feel that I had been wanting in my duty if I had failed to lay 
before the Board the conclusions that I have arrived at after th e most 
careful and dispassionate consideration of a problem which ultimately 
afEects the whole national wel^re. 

I am, etc., 

(Signed) Lee of Fareham. 


Sir Ailwyn Fellowes* reply, dated 2/^th September, 1919, to Lord Lee ; 

My Lord, — On receipt of your letter of yesterday's date, I at once 
urgently summoned by telegram a meeting of the Agricultural Wages 
Board at 5 o'clock this evening. At this meeting your letter was read 
and carefully considered. 

Before informing you of the decision of the Board, may I be allowed 
to call to your recollection the circumstances which have led to the 
making of the Order to which you refer. In the month of January this 
year, the workers' representatives on the Board gave notice of their 
intention to move for an increase of £1 per week in wages. The matter 
came before the Board in the month of March, and after three days' 
long debate, the employers and workers made a compromise on the basis 
of an increase for men of 21 years and over of 6s. 6d. This was based 
on a 54-hour week in summer and a 48-hour week in winter, with a 
reduction of , summer hours in October, and for next summer to 50, 
any longer hours worked to be paid at overtime rates. On the strength 
of that compromise a proposal to reduce the summer hours ftom 54 to 
50 was made about two months ago, and on the same grounds an 
Order was made (but not yet published in the Gazette) last Monday 
night. 

The employers and the workers have had great difficulties to contend 
with, and it was only after long consideration and patience on both sides 
that they came to this agreement. To-day both sides feel as they did 
in March when tlie compromise was made, that there was an honourable 
understanding between them, and I am requested to say that neither 
side feel that they can break the agreement which they made after the 
most anxious consideration of all the circumstances of the case. 

I am desired to add that both employers and workers hold the view 
that the question is really one of wages and not of hours, as there is 
nothing in the Orders of the Board to prevent any farmer from agreeing 
with his men to work regularly from 50 to 54 or any number of hours 
per week, provided the wages paid are not less than the minimum rates 
fixed. 

Under these circumstances, the responsibility for any reduction in 
the number of hours actually worked in agriculture must rest with the 
employers and workers throughout the country, and cannot properly 
be made the basis of a charge against the Wages Board or thdr Orders. 

Yours feithfuUy, 

(Signed) Ailwyn Fellowes. 
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The following Circulax Letter was addressed to Agricultural 
Executive Committees by the Board on 25th September : — 

Sir, — . I am directed by the President of the 
Training of Disabled Board of Agriculture and Fisheries to state, for 
Officers in Agriculture the information of the Agricultural Education 
under the Boyal Committee, that the Board have taken over 
Pensions Warrant! from the Ministries of Labour and Pensions the 
responsibility for the training in agriculture 
(including horticulture, market gardening, and poultry farming), of dis- 
abled officers, who are eligible for training under Article 7 of the Royal 
Pensions Warrant, and Lord Lee desires to invite the cordi^ co-operation 
of the Agricultural Education Committee in the local administration of 
such training as part of the general scheme of County Agricultural 
Education. Lord Lee feels sure that your Committee will afEord the 
Board every possible assistance in ensuring that disabled officers who 
desire to be trained in agriculture under the Royal Pensions Warrant 
will receive the most sympathetic consideration, and that arrangements 
will be made to secure that the most suitable training possible is given 
in each case, having regard to the disability from which the individual 
officer is suffering. 

2. Lord Lee suggests that the local administration should be 
delegated by the Education Committees to the Sub-Committees which 
are administering the Officers’ Agricultural Training Scheme of the 
Board with such conspicuous success. In this connection, however, it 
must be pointed out that the scheme for the training of disabled officers 
under the Royal Pensions Warrant differs in principle from the Officers* 
Agricultural Training Scheme, in that whereas under the latter Scheme 
the Sub-Committees have in the main acted as Committees of Selection, 
and have practically a free hand in rejecting candidates, in the case of 
the former Scheme if an officer’s disability is such as to prevent his 
returning to his pre-war occupation without being seriously handicapped 
physically or financially, he has a claim on the State to be trained in some 
other occupation. Where it can be shown, moreover, by medical 
evidence, that a disabled officer must, on grounds of health, take up an 
outdoor occupation, there is practically no alternative but for his being 
trained for an agricultural occupation, if he so desires. Any disabled 
officer who requires training, but whose training on account of his 
disability must be carried out under continuous medical supervision, 
will not be dealt with by the Board of Agriculture and Fisheries, but 
will continue to be dealt with by the Ministry of Pensions, who, it is 
understood, are arranging for such “ treatment training " to be carried 
out in institutions, etc. 

3. Article 7 of the Royal Pensions Warrant relating to the training — 
apart from “ treatment training " — of disabled officers, reads as 
follows : — 

“ Grants to disabled Officers undergoing training : — 

“ An officer in receipt of retired pay under this our Warrant, may 
be granted in addition to that pay — 

(a) The difference, if any, between that pay and retired pay at the 
* rate for the highest degree of disablement for any period during 
which he is prevented from earning his Hving, by undergoing 
training in a Technical Institution, or otherwise, which in the 
opinion 6 f our Minister of Pensions would benefit him : 
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{h) Axl allowawe to oov^ tees in respect of training* to such 
amount^ and subject to such conditions aa tbe MUustor may 
detenninQ.’* 

4* In view of the fact that the allowances payable to disabled 
officers whilst training in agriculture will probably vary on every 
occasion cm which an officer is ** medically boarded by the Ministry of 
Pensions, the Board propose to pay such allowances themselves direct 
to the officer, and, not ss in the case of the Officers' Agricultural 
Training Scheme, tlurough County Agricultural Education Committees. 
Any fees for training will, in like manner, be paid direct by the Board. 

5. The Treasury have authorised the payment of training allowances 
up to a maximum of two years, to disabled officers whilst being trained 
in agriculture, and also, in addition, the pa3nnent of training fees up 
to a maximum of to cover the entire course of training. The follow- 
ing conditions have hitherto been required to be observed before a dis- 
abled officer is placed in training in agriculture in England and Wales, 
and Lord Lee, as at present advised, has decided that these conditions 
shall still continue : — 

(а) An officer must be in receipt of disability retired pay, estimated 
to continue for a considerable period of the course of training, 
or bis disablement must be such as permanently to preclude him 
from his pre-war occupation ; or 

(б) He must be medically unfit to return to his pre-war occupation, 

(if any) ; and 

(c) He must have a reasonable expectation of being able to support 
himself in the agricultural industry at the end of his training 
by obtaining employment or otherwise ; and in any case in 
which he desires to farm on his own account at the* termination 
of his training, he must haVe the use of sufficient capital for 
the purpose with a minimum of £500 (apart from his pension). 

fi. The Board propose that disabled Officers shall be trained in 
agriculture in this country* 

(a) As ** farm pupils " with individual farmeni, market gardeners, 

etc., or 

(b) In exceptional cases at agricultural colleges. 

In a few instances it may be desirable for the officer to receive train- 
ing partly on a farm, and partly at an agricultural college. 

7. The chief functions which County Agricultural Education 
Committees would be called upon to perform in connection with the 
training of disabled officers are : — 

(1) To advise the Boards and the oandidatea, as to whether they 

should* in their own intereata* take up agricultural training, 
and, if so, the form of training best suited to the partieular 
case ; 

(2) To assist suitable candidates to get into touch with suitable 

farmers, market gardens, poultry fanners, etc., who would 
be willing to train them, with or without a training lee ; 

(3) To auper^ the training* by means of visits paid by members 
of ^ Agricultural l^ucation Committee* and of the County 
Agricultural Education staft and also to ananga for the 
attendanee of the offiosra during tbrir traming at any avail- 
abla County Agrioultursa Eduoation coursea; 
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8. A disabled officer who desires to apply for training in agriculture 
under the Boyal Pensions Warrant, will be required, as heretofore, to 
make his application through the Ministry of Labour (Appointments 
Department) by whom his papers will be transmitted to the Board**^ 
including medical evidence that he is fit for the training he desires ; 
the Board will, on receipt of the papers, communicate, where necessary, 
with the appropriate Agricultural Education Committee (or Sub- 
committee) as to the case. 

9. Lord Lee understands that the number of disabled officers at 
present in training in agriculture under the Royal Pensions Warrant 
is only about 150, and it is anticipated that not more than 300 further 
officers are likely to apply for such training. 

10. The Board are obtaining from the Ministries of Labour and 
Pensions particulars of the cases of disabled officers at present under- 
going training in agriculture, and they propose to forward to your 
Committee information concerning any disabled officer who may be 
in training in the county, in order that your Committee may arrange 
for his training to be supervised as far as possible, and for any necessary 
assistance and advice to be given to him. As previously mentioned, 
training allowances and fees, if any, will be paid direct by the Board. 

11. Lord Lee would be glad if this letter could be brought before 
your Committee at an early date. 

I am, etc., 

(Signed) A. D. Hall, 

Secretary, 


Statistics wluch have recently been issued by the Board* showing 
the changes which have occurred in crop production during the five years 
of war enable interesting comparisons to be 
Product of Crops made as to the result of the stimulus given to 
in England and increased arable cultivation on account of 

Wales, 1914-18. the restrictions in imports. The total crops 

of cereals, including beans and peas, in the 
United Kingdom in each year of the War were, in thousands of quarters, 
as follows : — 


— 

1914. 

1915- 

" 

1916. 

1917. 

1918. 

Wheat 

7,804 

9.239 

7.472 

8,040 

11,643 

Barley 

8,006 


6,613 

7 .J 85 

7 * 7 fio 

Oats , . 

20.664 

22,308 

21,234 

892 

26,021 

31,196 

Beans . . 

1,120 

924 

474 

278 

931 

Peas . . 

i 

^ 374 

300 

261 

441 


The alterations in the area devoted to these crops in each year of 
the War have largely accounted for the changes in the total production, 
but the variations in the yield per acre have also substantially afiected 
the results. The average yield per acre in bushels in each year for the 
United Kingdom was as shown below, the mean of the five years being 
added : — 

♦ Agricultural Statistics. 1918, Vol. LlII., Part XI. Returns of XVoduce 
of Crops in England and Wales, with Summaries for the United Kingdom 
(Cmd. apS), H.M. Stationery Office, Imperial House, Kingsway, London, 
W.C. a. Price ad. net. 
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— 


X 9 I 5 - 

1916. 

1917- 

1918. 

Average, 

1914-18, 

Wheat 

32 ’8 

317 

29 'I 

30-6 

33 *3 

31*5 

Barley 

34-5 

30*8 

32*0 

32-0 

33-8 

32*6 

Oats . . 

42*6 

42*9 

41 *2 

437 

44*5 

43 ‘o 

Beans 

3«>*7 

28*0 

30-4 

i8’o 

297 

27*4 

Peas . , 

23*0 

24*4 

24*4 

21*5 

27*5 

24 '2 


It will be seen that the corn harvest of 1918 was on the whole the 
best of the five, that of 1 91 4 being the next best. When it is remembered 
that in 1917, and still more in 1918, not only was a considerable area of 
land, presumably less suitable for com growing, brought back into arable 
cultivation, but that also the shortage of labour and the scarcity of 
fertilisers were more acute than in the previous years, the result was 
highly satisfactory. 

By reducing the com crops to terms of weight a closer estimate of 
the contribution of the farms of the United Kingdom to the food 
resources of the country may be obtained, and for this purpose the pro- 
duction of potatoes may be added, the wliite straw crops — ^wheat, 
barley and oats — ^being differentiated from the pulse crops, beans and 
peas. The figures are in thousands of tons : — 


— 


1915- 

1916. 

1917. 

1918. 

Average, 
10 years 
1905-14. 

Corn crops . , 
Pulse crops , .. 
Potatoes 

6,221 

320 

7.476 

6,308 

279 

7.540 

5,880 

262 

5.469 

6,746 

167 

8,604 

8.472 

312 

9.223 

6,165 

348 

6,717 

Totals 

14.017 

14,127 

11,611 

15.517 

18,007 

13.230 


The yield per acre of potatoes in each of the five years was : in 1914, 
6-2 tons ; in 1915, 6*3 tons ; in 1916, 4*8 tons ; in 1917, 6-3 tons ; and 
in 1918, 6*1 tons, the 10 years' average before the War being 5*6 tons. 

The maintenance, in spite of great difficulties, of the herds of the 
country is mentioned in the Report as being probably on the whole the 
greatest agricultural achievement of the War. It may, perhaps, also 
be taken as showing that, while a plentiful supply of artificial feeding 
stufis is, no doubt, essentiaLto a high production of meat and milk — 
both of which have undoubtedly diminished — ^the number of stock 
which can be kept is mainly dependent on the supply of their natural 
provender — ^hay and roots. The total supply in each year of these 
crops is shown below in thousands of tons, with the pre-war average for 
comparison : — 


— 

1914- 

1915- 

1916. 

X 9 I 7 - 

19X8. 

Average, 

1905-24. 

Turnips and 

Swedes 

Mfuigolds 

Hay .. 

24,196 

9-523 

*2,403 

24.431 

9,696 

12.449 

23.3*8 

9,010 

* 5.*98 

24,842 

10,369 

* 3.*63 

22,835 

10,322 

12,332 

26,517 

20,005 

13.903 
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In no year of the War was the crop of turnips and swedes up to the 
pre-war average, a fact which partly accounts for the inability of farmers 
to maintain the stock of sheep as well as of cattle, while in only one 
year, 1916, was the hay crop really good. 

In regard to the 1918 harvest, the yield per acre and total production 
in terms of weight of wheat, barley and oats in England and Wales are 
estimated as follows : — 



Total Produce. 

Yield per Acre. 

Crop. ^ 





Qr. 

Cwt. 

Bush. 

Cwt. 

Wheat 

10,530,000 

46,790,000 

32*9 

18*3 

Barley 

6,080,000 

23,360,000 

32*4 

15*6 

Oats . . 

14. 339.000 

40,210.000 

41*3 

14 ’5 


The total production of wheat straw was estimated at 3,081,000 tons 
in 1918, as compared with 2,048,000 tons in 1917 and an average for 
the previous 10 years, 1908-17, of 2,168,000 tons ; of barley straw, 

1.275.000 tons, as compared with 1,140,000 tons in 1917 and a ten 
years* average of 1,303,000 tons ; and of oat straw, 2,881,000 tons, as 
compared with 2,097,000 tons in 1917 and a decennial average of 

2.072.000 tons. 


The* Annual Report of the Chief Veterinary Ofl&cer of the Board for 
1918 has recently been issued.* The principal feature of the Report is 
the section devoted to Rabies, The history of 
Report of the Chief the outbreak in this country during 1918 is 
Veterinary Officer brieflytraced, and the steps taken by the Board 
of the Board for 1918. to control the disease, both by prohibition of 
movement and muzzling regulations, are 
stated. A special organisation was set in motion at the Board's Veteri- 
nary Laboratory to accomplish expeditious diagnosis by tests in all 
reported cases, and as a result it became possible to give a definite diag- 
nosis in as short a time as five hours after receipt of material, instead of 
from 14 to 30 days as obtained during former outbreaks. Devon and 
Cornwall were the only counties of outbreak during 1 91 8, and the number 
of cases confirmed was 112. Foot-and~Mouth Disease occurred at 
Burwash, Sussex, but the outbreak was soon stamped out, and no case 
in any other area is reported. In regard to Swine Fever, the number of 
suspected cases reported during the year was 10,203, as compared with 
10,261 in the previous year. The existence of the disease in 1918 was 
confirmed in 1407 suspected outbreaks (13*8 per cent, of the reported 
cases). Thirty-one outbreaks of Glanders in England and three in Scot- 
land are reported, no less than 23 occurring in the London area. Anthrax 
decreased from 423 confirmed cases in 1917 to 246 in 1918, the decrease 
being stated to be due principally to the restricted importation of feeding 
stuffs and material of animal origin for the manufacture of artificial 
manures, which has been declining during the last three years. The 
number of outbreaks of Sheep Scab in Great Britain in 1918 was 357, 

* Obtainable from H.M. Stationery Office, Imperial House, Kingsway, 
London, W.C. 2. Price 3a. net. 





750 OmciAt Notices and CiRCtriAits. [ocT., 


vit„ X77 in England, 57 in Wales, and 123 in Scotland. Parasitic 
Mange showed the high figure of 4,483 Outbreaks, the number of animals 
afEected being 8,422, or 1'8 per outbreak. 


The preliminary tabulation of the agricultural returns issued by the 
Board on 20th September shows that the iota^ acreage under crpps and 
grass in 1919 in England and Wales amounts 
Agricultural Beturus to 26.750,000 acres, of which 12,310,000 are 
of England and arable land and 14,440,000 permanent grass ; 

Wales, 1919. these items showing decreases, as compared 
with 1918, of about gd^ooo and 147,000 acres 

respectively. 

The acreage under Wheat, 2,221,000 acres, shows a decrease of 335,000 
acres, or 13 per cent, during the year, but, except for 1918, is tha largest 
since 1891. Barley shows a very small increase, but Oats have fallen 
from 2} to rather more than 2J million acres, but occupy the second 
largest area on record. Rye, with a very small increase, is again the 
largest area on record. Beans and Peas show increases of 13 J and 9 per 
cent, respectively. 

Potatoes show a very largely reduced acreage, the total, 476,000 
acres, being only three-fourths that of last year, and but little greater 
than the pre-war average. T umips and Swedes show a material recovery, 
and are only just short of a million acres ; while the Mangold acreage is 
slightly reduced. 

Among other crops the most noteworthy changes are the increases 
in the area under mustard (which has recovered the area in 1916), cabbage, 
rape, vetches and celery ; while the most important relative decreases 
have taken place in kokl-rabi (the smallest acreage on record), onions 
chicory and sugar-beet. 

The area under clover, sainfoin, and grasses under rotation, as might 
be expected as a consequence of last year's large addition to the arable 
land, shows a material increase, viz., over 1 60 ,000 acres, one-third of 
this being in the area reserved for hay. The total area reserved for hay, 
viz., 1,500,000 acres of clover, etc., and 4,170,000 acres of permanent 
grass, amounted altogether to 5,670,000 acres, or some 73,000 acres 
less than last year : the total area to be grazed shows an increase of 
88,000 acres. The dry spring is no doubt accountable for the smaller 
area of the hay crop ; and to the same cause (at least in part) may 
probably be attributed the large increase in the bare fallow, 650,000 
acres as compared with little more than 400,000 last year, and about 
double the nonnal acreage. 

Horses used for agriculture, including breeding mares, show a small 
decline ; but a small increase in unbroken horses nearly counterbalances 
this ; and other horses (saddle, vanners, etc.), on the farm also show a 
rise, so that tke total of all horses on the farm is some 10,000 more than 
last year. 

Cows in milk are more numerous than in 1918 by 85,000, or 4^ per 
cent. ; the total, 1,944,000, is the largest on record. Cows and hdfers 
in calf ^ow, however, a material decline, but the total of cows and 
heifers, in milk or in calf, amounts to 2,554,000, or only 25,000 less than 
last year's record. Other cattle show a slight increase, but only in the 
* class over two years, the younger animals decreasing by about 5 per 
cent. The Mai of aU cattle, 6,195,000, is just 6,000 below last year's 
figure. 
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Sheep show a decline of 1,350.000, or 8 per cent,, the total number 
being 1 5,123,000, which is the lowest on record. Breeding ewes declined 
by over 700,000 (n per cent.) and lambs by over a million, but other 
older sheep increased by 400,000. 

Sows kept for breeding numbered just over a quarter of a million, a 
decline of 13 per cent., and just below the figure of 1917, hitherto the 
lowest. Other pigs, however, increased by 140,000 (lo per cent.), and 
the toted of all pigs was just 1,800,000, or 6 per cent, more than last year. 

Preliminary Statement for 1919, compiled from the ] 
collected on the 4th June ; and comparison with 1918. 


Dirtrirution 

itu 

fOtS. 1 

1 

Imoriasi. 

DiCRIASt. 



i 


Per 


Per 

Total AcRiAOt under all Croi'B 

ArrcK 

Actis. 

Acres. 

Cent. 

Acres. 

Cent. 

and QRAbS (a) 

t 6 . 7 tB .970 



— 

• 37,540 

0’9 

Arablr Land 

I 2 , 808 MI 

1 >,39^*440 



90,100 

o ’7 

/ For Hay 


4 ,* 98 , 5 oo 



137,660 

JO 

PiKMANINT ) Not for Hav 


10,290,570 

— 

— 

19,780 

o’a 















\ Total 

1 14 , 441,480 

14,168,870 


— 

*47.440 

to 

/ Autumn .Sown 

1 £, 074.800 

2,203,440 




319,050 

9*6 

Wheat 

146.770 

t05,tao 

— 

— 

116,430 


V Total 

t,ttl ,160 

3,556,660 




335,500 


Barley ... 

1 1 , 810,840 

1,500,810 

9.530 

o’6 



Oati 

£, 8 B 84 r ?0 

3,780,060 



317,090 

re 

Mixed Corn . 

148,050 

» 4 *» 5 ao 

1.5.30 

ri 

— 


Rye .... 

106,540 

*•*,430 

5,1*0 

50 

— 

■— 

Beans 

B 84 M 0 

350,680 

54 .iao 

ir6 

— 

— 

Pea* 

108,440 

150,100 

*3.340 

8*9 

— 

— 

Buckwheat 

6aeo 

7,360 



940 

It 9 

Potatoes 

M 1 1 I 

633,830 

— 

— 

157,780 

949 

Turnips and .Swedes 

088,080 

910,830 

73,310 

7’9 


— 

Mangold 

8 W ,680 

401,190 

— 


5,610 

14 

Cabbage, Savoys, and Kale 

6IM0 

38,830 

13,750 

srS 

— 


Kohl-Ra^i 

9,600 

13,050 1 



3 . 4*0 

96’a 

Rape 

66JHM 

60,100 j 

33 , 1*0 

55 -r 



Vetches or Tares ... 

76.970 

63,000 1 

14,970 

94 '! 

— 

— 

Lucerne 

88 , 7 $ 

40,070 ; 



i »«90 

J* 

Mustard 

68490 

a 4 » 95 o 

38,370 

^53 4 



Brussels Sprouts 

11.910 

10,690 

1,320 

■TX 4 

— 

— 

Cauliflower or Broccoli 

9,450 

9,340 

210 

•3 

-- 

— 

Carrots 

11,880 

1 1 ,850 

— 


470 

4 ’o 

Onions 

6,880 

8,000 

— 



1,200 

149 

Celery 

4,160 

3,000 

1,160 

56*7 

— 


Rhubarb ..... 

6.110 

5.750 

360 

6*3 

— 

— 

Suaar Beet 

880 

670 



280 

4te 

Chicory 

£70 

1,040 


__ 

770 

74*0 

Flax 

18.440 

18,400 

40 

O’M 



Hops 

16.780 

15,670 

1,110 

7 *x 

. — 


Small Fruit .. 

58.790 

65,680 

“ 


6,960 

io'6 

/ For Hay 

1 , 501,040 

1,446,510 

54.530 

« 

re 



Clovkr and Rota- ) Not for Hay 

756,870 

648,730 

108,250 

tS'n 

■ — 

— 








1 lUIV v 7 RAB 8 B 9 « a 

\ Total 

£, 858,010 

3,095,330 

163,780 

re 

— 

- 

Ornta Crops 

68.500 

71,180 



3,660 

3 7 

Bari Fallow 







Orchards (b) 

B 


y 

g 

30,680 

irj 


(a) Excludlnlf Mountain and Heath Land used for grazing. 

{b) Anf Crop or Oraat grown in Oreharda la alao retofoed under ita proper heading. 
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' Livb Stock. 


DlsrKIBUTlON. 

1C10. 

1918. 

1 Incrkasi. 

Dicrbasi. 

Horses used for Agricultural 
girpoMS ^(including Mares for 

Unbrrt™ Ho».. ( 

(including o.Vc 

lion.). ( 

Other Horses 

No, 

814480 

880,840 

108.880 
887 JIO 

No, 

823,430 

as7.56o 

100,070 

aa^, 77 o 

No. 

3,980 

3.910 

13,040 

Por 

Cent. 

*4 

39 

5’3 

No. 

8,250 

Per 

Cent. 

ro 

Total or H orris 

i4ae,aio 

1.375.830 

10,980 

o‘8 

- 

- 

Cows and Heifers in Milk 

Cows in Calf but not in Milk ... 

Heifers in Calf 

Other Cattle Two years and 

above 

„ „ One year & under two 

„ „ Under one year 

1,048.600 

802.860 

817,480 

1467.170 ^ 
1.871.480 1 
14MMI.600 

1,858,300 

33S.090 

584,680 1 

1,000,770 

i,338,5«o 

1,983,340 

1 

85,460 

166,400 

16*6 

4».73o 

67,300 

... 

67,090 

80,740 

I »'8 

X7'5 

63 

Total or Cattle 

6.104400 

6,900,490 


- 

5.900 

ox 

Ewes kept for Breeding 

6.768440 

6,486,780 



733,840 

III 

Other Sheep One year & above 

8.667.680 

3,160,720 

406,910 

Xf 9 

— 

— 

„ „ Under one year ... 

6.701.660 

6.827,680 

1 


1,036.030 

XJX 

Total or Shiip 

16.188480 

16,475.180 j 


- 

1.351.9^ 

80 

Sows kept for Breeding 

861460 

989,540 ! 


— 

37.690 

JXo 

Other Pigs 

1447,710 

1.407.530 1 

140,180 

ZOO 



Total or Pios 

1,700400 

1,697,070 

103,490 

6 0 

- 



The following is a Preliminary Statement compiled from the 
Returns collected on 4th June, 1919, showing the acreage under hops 
in each county of England in which hops were 
Acreage of Hops. grown, with a comparative statement for the 
years 1918 and 1917. It is dated 15th 

September, 1919 ; — 


Counties, etc. 

1919. 

1918. 

1917- 


Acres. 

Acres. 

Acres. 

f East 

2.529 

2,37* 

2.351 

\ Mid 

3.652 

3,336 

3,667 

Kent ^ Weald .. 

4.378 

4.032 

4.447 

( Total, Kent 

10,559 

9.739 

10,465 

Hants 

757 

717 

790 

Hereford 

2,421 

2.331 

2,629 

Surrey 

iSi 

193 

189 

Sussex 

1.443 

I.3IO 

1.478 

Worcester , , 

1.373 


1.34a 

Other Counties 


48 

53 

Total 

16,781 

15.666 

16,946 
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The Board are in receipt, through the Foreign Oflice, of a copy of 
a Notice of Quarantine No. 39, dated 2nd July, issued by the United 
States Department of Agriculture (Federal 
United States: Horticultural Board) to prevent the further 

ftuarantine Measures introduction into the United States of the 
regarding Importation plant diseases known as “ Flag-smut and 

of certain Cereals. “Take-all." The provisions of the Notice 
are as follows : — 

“ The fact has been determined by the Secretary of Agriculture, 
and notice is hereby given, that two dangerous plant diseases, 
namely. Flag-smut {Urocystis tritici) and Take-all {Ophtobolus 
graminis), not heretofore widely prevalent or distributed within 
and throughout the United States, exist in Australia ; that Flag- 
smut is known to exist in India and Japan and Take-all in Italy. 
France, Gemiany, Belgium, Great Britain, Ireland’, and Brazil, 
as well as Australia. The Flag-smut disease affects wheat ( Triticum) 
and the Take-all disease affects wheat (Triticum), oats (Avena)^ 
barley (Hordeum), rye (Secale), and rice (Oryza).'* 

“ Now, therefore, I, Clarence Ousley, Acting Secretary of Agri- 
culture, under the authority conferred by the Act of Congress 
approved 20th August, 1912, known as the Plant Quarantine 
Act, do hereby declare that it is necessary, in order to prevent the 
further introduction into the United States of the dangerous plant 
diseases mentioned above, to forbid absolutely, effective 15th 
August, 1919, the importation into the United States of seed or 
paddy rice (Oryza spp.) and of all species and vaneties of wheat 
(Triticum spp.), oats (A vena spp.), barley (Hordeum spp.), and rye 
(Secale spp.) in the raw or uncleaned or un-processed state from 
the countries and localities above mentioned except on com- 
pliance with the following regulations." 

The reguLitiors (appended to the Notice) govermng the entry of 
w heat, oats, barley, and rye, relate to the method of making application 
for import permits, the issue and validity of the permits on approval 
of the applications, the marking of the bags or of her containers of the 
cereals, the giving of notice by the importers on arrival of authorised 
consignments, and the conditions of entry of such consignments. This 
last regulation provides that the cereals authonsed for importation are 
not to be released for entry until sterilisation has been carried out by a 
method approved by the Federal Horticultural Board of the United States 
Department of Agriculture. Where the prohibited ce reals are required to 
be imported for milling purposes, only the bran, or products containing 
bran and screenings, shall be subject to sterilisation. 

The regulations do not apply to husked or polished rice imported 
for food purposes. 

Specimen application and licence forms, together with a specimen 
form to be completed by the importer or broker on arrival of authorised 
consignments, are appended to the regulations. 
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It has now been decided that the Land Army shall be disbanded 
by 30th November, by which time the potato harvest should be gathered 
in. Ever since the Armistice, demobilisation 

Disbanding the has been going forward gradually. The 
Women's Land Army : 8,000 women who remain to-day will be told 

Work done and of the date when the Government organisation 
Distinctions conferred, will be withdrawn. At the same time they 
will be encouraged to remain as employees of 
the farmers in the ordinary way, for their labour, invaluable during the 
War, is wanted in permanence on the farms. The women have been 
quick to learn all sides ol farming operations, and they have been 
specially successful as milkers and in charge of stock. Starting as they 
did in the face of much prejudice or scepticism, the women of the Land 
Army have won for themselves the gratitude of their emplo5«ers and 
the admiration of the country. 

The first recruits were enrolled in March, 1917. Since that time 
43,000 applicants have been interviewed, and 23,000 have been selected 
and placed. Of the latter, 15,000 received short courses ol training. 
The uniform of the Land Army has given complete satisfaction, and 
one complete outfit has been issued every six months. 

The detailed work has been carried out by the Women's Branch of 
the Board of Agriculture and its County Committees and office staffs 
throughout England and Wales, 

Two awards of merit were inaugurated in the Land Army on 5lh 
October, 1918. The first is the Ck>od Service Eibbon, which is awarded 
to all workers who have given six months' completely satisfactory 
service, both in and out of working hours. Of these ribbons 7,970 
have been awarded down to the present. 

The second is the Distinguished Service Bar, which is popularly 
known amongst the girls as the V.C. of the Land Army. It is given for 
acts of courage and unselfish devotion in the service of others, and also 
for special skill in the course of their employment. Down to the present 
46 Bars have been awarded, and of these 24 were given for deeds of 
splendid courage and endurance. Twenty-two were awarded for 
really exceptional skill in such unaccustomed work for women as 
rearing bulls and driving tractors, and that branch of land work which 
calls not only for skill but for endurance — shepherding. In this latter 
class, though the standard is very high, one or two cases stand out from 
the others. Miss D. S. Macrae has so distinguished herself as a tractor 
driver that she has been given entire charge of the tractor department 
of a big firm of contracting engineers in the North. Mrs. Hallam, a 
shepherdess in Cornwall, has conducted all the shepherding operations 
entirely alone on a large farm where she has the charge of 200 pedigree 
sheep. During her second lambing season the crops of lambs beat all 
previous records, and her farmer says she can throw a sheep better 
than any man he knows. 

The extraordinary way in which these women have adapted them- 
selves to this unusual work is proved in the case of the girl who, formerly 
an assistant in the ribbon department in a big store in the Midlands, has, 
since she joined the Laud Army, attended to the calving and rearing 
of prize bulls. These she has led into the sale ring — ^work which, as 
her employer himself says, few women would have had courage to 
undertake and still fewer have been able to carry out so well. 
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There are also many ploughwomen who, with tractors, have ploughed 
more acres with less petrol than any man in their county, and one who, 
with a horse plough, has gained the high distinction of Champion 
“ Plough woman of Wales. 

The Dietlnffulehed Service Bare How It has been won by Women 
of the Land Army. — Peggy Fisher, — A cowman who was about to chain 
up a bull, which was loose in the stall, was knocked down by the animal, 
which promptly proceeded to gore him. Peggy Fisher rushed in, and, 
jumping the barrier, attacked the bull by kicking his nose. The bull 
backed and the man was able to get out. But for Fisher's pluck he 
would have been seriously injured and probably killed. 

Lily Harrison, when a new recruit and quite unused to horses, 
rescued a young pony that was being viciously attacked and bitten by 
a hunter. The foreman did not think it was safe to go near, but Harrison 
managed to separate the animals. 

F. E. Henley. — A frightened cow was stranded on a small piece of 
dry land in the middle of a swift and wide river, unable to reach either 
bank on account of the soft mud surrounding her. Henley swam 
across the river, roped the cow in mid stream and drove it before her 
to the bank 

Jessie Bar saved a number of pigs from drowning. They had run 
on to a pond wluch was covered with a thin layer of ice and they all 
went into the water. Bar climbed a tree overhanging the pond, and, 
supporting herself from one of the boughs, pulled the pigs out by their 
tails. 

K. Bolting rescued a fellow land girl who was being attacked by a 
boar. At great personal risk she held the boar down with her pitchfork, 
while the other girl escaped. 

In April last I^rd Ernie, then President of the Board of Agriculture, 
appointed a Committee, of which Sir David Pram, F.R.S., was chairman, 
to inquire and report what steps should be 
The Royal Botanical taken to render the work of the Royal Botanical 
Society of London : Society of London as useful as possible from a 
Committee’s Report, scientific and educational point of view.* 
This Committee has now reported. After 
dealing with the objects of the Royal Botanical Society, which was 
incorporated in 1839, it points out that a gardening school was estab- 
lished in 1897 and that the Society has provided facilities on many 
occasions for experimental work in botany and horticulture. It is clear 
that endeavours were made from time to time to increase the usefulness 
of the gardens from a scientific point of view, and in 1907 a Committee 
representing the University of London and the Royal Botanical Gardens 
published a Report, giving a summary of the facilities of the botanical 
teaching in London and suggesting that the Botanical Gardens might 
be made a centre for certain colleges. For reasons the Committee is 
unable to discover, this Report was not adopted, and the opinion is 
expressed that there is not now any possibility of concentrating elemen- 
tary teaching of botany in one place. At the same time the Committee 
considers that the objects of the inquiry can best be carried out by the 
establishment of : — 

(a) A School of Economic Botany for the study 6f economic plants 
and their products. 

* See this Journal, May, 1919. p* 208. 


3 F 2 
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(6) An Institute for Research, expecially in plant physiology. 

(c) A centre for teaching in horticulture. 

(d) Classes for “ school gardening,*’ for teachers. 

The Committee is of opinion that the gardens might be utilised as 
the centre from which colleges and schools of botany could be supplied 
with material for teaching and research, and in which students could 
use existing facilities for the study of systematic botany. 

In an Appendix is dealt with the question of the buildings required 
to carry out the proposed work. The outlay needed for buildings, 
which should be of a temporary character, equipment, laboratories, 
books, plants, etc., is reckoned at about 5,000, and the cost of main- 
tenance at £^,000 to £^,500 a year on the basis of present prices. 


The total number of outbreaks of Rabies confirmed is now 246, 
namely, 102 in Devon, 27 in Cornwall, 76 in Glamorgan, 12 in Monmouth, 
2 in Gloucester, 7 in Middlesex, ii in Surrey, 
Rabies. i in London, 2 in Kent, i in Berkshire, i in 

Brecknock, and 4 in Essex. 

As from 30th September, the Control of Dogs Orders were with- 
drawn from [a) Kent, (6) a portion of East Surrey (including Croydon), 
(c) Cornwall and Devon (except certain areas of about eight miles’ radius 
round St. Tudy (Cornwall) and Plymouth, and (d) portions of Here- 
fordshire and Gloucestershire. 


All restrictions which were imposed on account of the outbreaks 
of foot-and-mouth disease in Warwickshire were withdrawn on 21st 
September, excep ing as regards movement of 
Foot-and-Mouth animals out of a small area immediately 

Disease. surrounding the premises on which the 

disease had existed, which remain prohibited. 

Two further outbreaks have been confirmed in Dorsetshire since 
the first outbreak on nth September recorded in the issue of this 
Journal for last month. These occurred on the 1 3th and 1 9th September 
respectively, and were both in close proximity to the original outbreak. 
The restrictions on movement of animals have been considerably 
modified, and now apply only to an area of about four miles radius 
from Wyke Regis. 

The following Notice was issued by the Ministry of Food on 
8th October : — 

The Food Controller announces that he has decided, with the con- 
currence of the Boards of Agriculture, to purchase British and Irish 
hard whole-milk cheese for the Pool, manu- 

Control of Home factured during October, 1919, and delivered 
Cheese. to the Pool on or before the 30th November, 

1919, at the maximum first-hand price of 
2s. 2d. per lb. for^Grade ‘A’ cheese. For cheese placed in Grades “ B ” 
and “ C ” correspondingly lower prices will be paid in accordance with 
the existing regulations. The’Food Controller has also issued a Notice 
under the British Cheese Order, 1917, including the following complete 
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schedule of maximum first-hand prices for the various varieties of home 
cheese (with the exception of Caerphilly) manufactured during October, 
1919, and delivered up to and including 30th November, 1919. This 
Order also provides that the maximum first-hand prices for cheese 
manufactured up to 30th September, 1919, set out in Notices to the 
British Cheese Order, 1917, issued on the loth July and 12th August, 
1919 (Statutory Rules and Orders No. 848 and 1007), are still in force, 
but will now apply to such cheese delivered up to and including 30th 
November, 1919, instead of up to and including the 31st October, 1919, 
as previously stated. 

The question of purchase for the Pool of hard whole-milk home 
cheese manufactured after 31st October is still under consideration. 
An intimation on this matter will shortly be made. 

The Schedule. 


Maximum First-hand Prices. 



Manufactured between ist Oc- 
tober and'sist October, 1019 
(inclusive), m Great Britain 
and Ireland and delivered on 
or before 30th Novembcr,i9i9. 

Variety of Cheeses. 

Ripened Stilton and Wensleydale (blue) 

s. d. 

2 4 

Dorset hand -skimmed (blue) . . 

I loj 

Dorset (separated) (blue) 

I 6| 

Dorset (separated) (white) 

All other whole-milk cheese (except C'aerphilly 

I 5 

cheese and any whole-milk cheese not ex- 
ceeding 2 lb. weight uncut) . . 

2 2 

All other partially skimmed cheese (i.e., cheese 


containing at least 25 per cent, of fat in the 
dry matter) 

00 

All other wholly skimmed cheese (i.^., cheese 
containing less than 25 per cent, of fat in the 
dry matter) 



DeLvery between 9th October 
and 8th November, 19x9 (in- 
clusive). 

Manufactured in Great Britain 
and Ireland. 


s. d. 

Any whole-milk cheese not exceeding 2 lb. 
weight uncut, other than Caerphilly . .| 

2 4 


The International Crop Report and Agricultural Statistics for September, 
1919. published by the International Institute of Agriculture, gives 
particulars concerning the production of the 
Notes on Crop cereal crops of 1919 in certain countries in the 
Prospects Abroad. Northern Hemisphere. 

Wheat. — ^The production in Spain, Scot- 
land, Italy, Canada, United States, British India, Japan and Tunis 
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is estimated at 216,826,000 qr. in 1919, against 229,723,000 qr. in 1918, 
or a decrease of 5*6 per cent., the area shown showing an increase of 
o.i per cent. 

Rye, — ^The estimated production in Italy, Canada and the United 
States is placed at 11,261,000 qr. in 1919, or a decrease of 7*1 per cent, 
compared with 1918, when it amounted to 12,120,000 qr., but the 
area sown showed an increase of 5*7 per cent. 

Barley, — The production in Italy, Canada, United States, Japan 
and Tunis is estimated to amount to 44,618,000 qr. in 1919, against 
52,545,000 qr. in 191 8, or a decrease of 1 5*1 per cent., the area sown being 
smaller by 6*2 per cent. 

Oats, — It is estimated that the total yield in Scotland, Italy, Canada, 
United States, Japan, and Tunis amounts to 176,540,000 qr. in 1919, 
against 216,381,000 qr. in 1918, or a decrease of 18-4 per cent;^ the area 
sown being smaller by 3*7 per cent. 

Maize, — ^The production in Italy, Canada, and the United States 
is estimated at 3431739,000 qr. in 1919, against 311,832,000 qr. in 1918, 
or an increase of 10-2 per cent., while the area sown showed a decrease 
of 4*0 per cent. 

France. — ^An official estimate gives the out-turn of the crops in 1919 
as follows (in quarters and figures for 1918 and 1913 in brackets) : — 
Wheat, 22,250,000 (29,265,000 and 40,000,000) ; rye, 4,248,000 

(3,491,000 and 5,840,000) ; barley, 2,836,000 (3.372,000 and 5,600,000) ; 
and oats, 17,727,000 (19,900,000 and 37,800,000). (BroomhalVs Corn 
Trade News, nth October, 1919.) 

Sweden. — ^According to an official report issued at Stockholm on 
12th September, the condition of the crops at the end of August was 
as follows, last year's figures being given in brackets (5 ~ very good, 
4 = good, 3 = average, and 2 — small) : — Wheat, 3*5 (3*0) ; rye, 3-2 
(3*0) ; barley, 3*6 (3*0) ; oats 3-6 (3-0) ; mixed com, 3*7 (3'i) ; hay, 
3*2 (2-1) ; and potatoes, 3*4 (3*3). (BroomhalVs Corn Trade News, 
24th September, 1919.) 

United Statee. — ^The Crop Reporting Board of the Bureau of Statistics 
of the Department of Agriculture give the following estimates of 
production based on the condition of the crops on ist October (in bush, 
and final official returns for 1918 in brackets) : — Winter wheat, 
715,000,000 (558,449,000) ; spring wheat, 203,000,000 (358,651,000) ; rdl 
wheat, 918,000,000 (917,100,000); maize, 2,901,000,000 (2,582,814,600); 
oats, 1,220,000,000 (1,538,359,000); barley, 198,000,000 (256,375,000); 
and linseed, 11,000,000 (14,657,000). 

The average yield per acre compared with that of 1918 (in brackets) 
is as follows (in bush.) : — ^Winter wheat, 14*6 (15*2) ; spring wheat, 
9*0 (i6-o) ; ail wheat, 12*8 (15-5) ; maize, 28*2 (24*0) ; oats, 28-9 
(34-6) ; barley, 22-3 (26*5) ; and linseed, 5*8 (7*6). [London Grain, 
Seed and Oil Reporter, 8th October, 1919.) 

India. — ^According to the Final General Memorandum issued on 
1 6th August, the total area under wheat in India in 191 8-19 is 23,764,000 
acres as against 35,487,000 acres last year, or a decrease of 33 per cent., 
and the total yield is estimated at 35,009,000 qr. as compared with 
46,303*0^0 Qf. last year, or a decrease of 24 per cent. [London Grain, 
Seed and Oil Reporter, 17th September, 1919.) 
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The com harvest is now practically finished, except in Wales and 
other hilly districts. Weather conditions were generally favourable, 
and the crops were secured in good condition ; 

Agricoltural rain, while in some cases causing delay, has 
Conditions in England done no material harm. 

and Walss In the more important potato-growing 

on 1 st October. districts the main crop is now being hftcd. 

There is little disease anywhere, although 
some is reported from the south-western counties, and on the whole 
the potatoes appear to be unusually healthy. Prospects have improved 
a little during the month, but the yield on the whole is expected to prove 
some 7 or 8 per cent, below the average. 

Roots have improved during the month, but have by no means 
recovered from their bad start, and are backward, so that only light 
crops can be looked for. Turnips and swedes are expected to yield 
only 83 per cent, and mangolds 79 per cent, of the normal. 

Autumn cultivation is proceeding under favourable weather con- 
ditions : work appears to be well advanced on the western side of the 
country, but rather late in the eastern counties. With some exceptions 
in various parts of the country, the stubbles are descrilxid as foul with 
weeds. 

The young seeds are somewhat variable, but nearly ever5rwhere 
they are thin and unpromising. A good deal of patching with trifolium 
has been done. 

The pastures generally are green for the time of year, but there are 
several reports to the effect that .there is not much grass on them. Live 
stock have done fairly well, but their general condition can hardly be 
said to be as good as it should be at this time of year. 

Ordinary unskilled labour is mostly reported to l>e sufficient in 
quantity, though frequently described as somewhat inefficient : skilled 
hands of all kinds are still scarce. 


The following local summaries give details regarding agricultural 
labour in the different districts of England and Wales : — 

Northumberland, Durham,' Cumberland, and 
Agricultural Labour Westmorland. — Generally speaking, the supply 
in England and Wales of labour has been about sufficient, as crops 
during September. have been light and the weather favourable. 

Lancashire and Cheshire. — -Although skilled 
labour is still somewhat scarce, the general supply is about sufficient, 
as farmers arc using more labour-saving machinery. 

Yorkshire. — Labour is more plentiful, but there is still a deficiency 
of skilled men. 

Shropshire and Stafford. — About half the reports indicate that the 
supply is about sufficient, and the remainder refer to a shortage especially 
of skilled men — ^ploughmen, waggoners, stockmen, and thatchers being 
specially mentioned. 

Derby, Nottingham, Leicester, and Rutland. — Skilled men are still 
short in Derbyshire, but elsewhere the supply of labour is mostly about 
sufficient for requirements. 
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Lincoln and Norfolk, — The supply of labour is generally sufficient 
for requirements, but skilled men are still scarce in some parts. 

Suffolk, Cambridge and Huntingdon, — ^Labour is sufficient. 

Bedford, Northampton, and Warwick, — The supply of labour is 
ever3nvhere about sufficient. 

Buckingham, Oxford, and Berkshire, — ^There is an adequate supply 
of ^unskilled labour, but in one or two districts skilled men are scarce. 

Worcester, Hereford, and Gloucester, — Labour is generally sufficient, 
although there is a shortage of skilled hands. 

Cornwall, Devon, and Somerset, — Labour is mostly sufficient, but 
of inferior quality. 

Dorset, Wiltshire, and Hampshire, — ^The supply of labour is sufficient, 
though the quality is not always of the best. 

Surrey, Kent, and Sussex, — Labour conditions vary, but moat reports 
indicate a sufficiency. Skilled labour is rather scarce, and farmers 
complain of the poor quality of the labour. 

Essex, Hertford, and Middlesex, — Labour is fairly plentiful, except 
in Middlesex and a part of Hertford. 

North Wales, — A third of the reporters state that there is a shortage, 
although not a serious one, but usually the supply is about equal to 
the demand, which appears to be rather less than usual. 

Mid Wales, — ^There is generally sufficient labour, but skilled men 
are still needed. 

South Wales. — ^The position as regards the supply of labour has 
improved somewhat, but skilled men, especially milkers, are still 
difficult to obtain. 


Ateragb Prices of British Wheat, Barley, and Oats at 
certain Markets during the Month of September, 1917, 
1918, and 1919. 



Wheat. 

Barley. 

Oats. 

1 


19*7. 

1918. 

1919- 

1917. 

1918. 

1919 

s. d. 

98 8 

90 6 

92 0 

93 8 
98 0 

91 6 

1917 

1918. 

1919. 

Lendon 

Norwich 

Peterborough 

Lincoln 

Doncaster ... 

Salisbury 

.5. d , 
73 6 
71 9 

69 9 

70 0 

71 II 
71 II 

s. d. 

73 7 
72 5 
72 0 
72 2 

71 10 

72 I 

$. d . 
76 I 
72 9 

72 7 

73 8 
73 6 
73 0 

s. d. 
60 2 

60 4 
S6 6 

52 * 

56 4 

61 2 

s. d. 

60 6 
60 8 
60 0 

60 0 

; 59 10 

61 3 

s. d. 

So I 
46 0 
41 10 
45 5 
44 7 
50 5 

», d. 
54 11 
54 4 
45 3 
54 0 

44 * 

s d. 
64 9 
63 3 
60 11 
63 5 

6x 8 


Statement showing the Average Price of British Com, per 
Quarter (Imperial Measure), for the Quarter ending 
Michaelmas, 1919, pursuant to the Corn Returns Act, 
1882. 

Wheat. Barley, Oats. 

d. s , d . s . d , 

73 3 7« 5 56 7 
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Average Prices of British Com per Quarter of 8 Imperial 
Bushels, computed from the Returns received under the Com 
Returns Act, 1882, in each Week in 1917, 1918 and 1919. 



Non, — RcUmi of patchaiet by weight or weighed Heuere ere eoaeerted to 
laapeiiel Baeheli et the fellowiag retoet Wheat, 6e lb. | Barley, Jo lb,| Oets, 
39 lb. per Imperial Bushel. 
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PRICES OF AGRICULTURAL PRODUCE. 

Average Prices of Live Stock in England and Wales 
in September and August, 1919. 

[Compiled from Reports received from the Board’s Market 

Reporters.) 


Description. 

Septbmbbr. 

August. 

First 

Grade. 

Second 

Grade. 

First 

Grade. 

Second 

Grade. 

Fat Stock 

per cwt. 
live weight. 

per cwt. 
live weight. 

per cwt. 
live weight. 

per cwt, 
live weight. 

Cattle • 

/. d. 

/. d. 

/. d. 

/. d. 

Polled Scots 

79 a 

74 0 

79 3 

74 * 

Herefords 

79 0 

73 8 

78 7 

73 10 

Shorthorns * 

78 8 

73 9 

78 7 

73 10 

Devons 

78 6 

73 10 

78 4 

73 5 

Welsh Runts ...^ 

77 8 

73 8 

78 0 

74 6 

Fat Cows 

73 9 

6s 9 

73 9 

6S 9 

Veal Calves 

First 
Quality, 
per lb * 

lOf 

Second 
Quality 
per lb.* 
d. 

9 

First 
Quality, 
per lb.* 
d. 
lOf 

Second 
Quality, 
per lb.* 
d, 

9 

Sheep : — 





Downs 

M* 

Mi 

Mi 

Mi 

Longwools 

Mi 

«4l 

Mi 

14 * 

Cheviots 

Mi 

t4j 

Mi 

Mi 

Blackfaced 

Mi 

«4i 

Mi 

Mi 

Welsh 

•4i 

14 I 

Mi 

Mi 

Cross-breds 

Mi 

Mi 

Mi ♦ 

Mi 

Pigs 

per score, 
live weight. 
s. d. 

per score, 
live weight. 
/. d. 

per score, 
live weight. 
j. d. 

per score, 
live weight. 
/. d. 

Bacon Pigs 

ai 0 

21 0 

21 0 

21 0 

Porkers 

ai 0 

ai 0 

21 0 

21 0 

Lean Stock; — 

per head. 

per head. 

per head. 

per head. 

Milking Cows ; — 


£ 

£ 

£ 

Shorthorns — In Milk 

53 8 

39 II 

50 12 

36 15 

,, — Calvers 

49 15 

37 15 

47 15 

36 2 

Other Breeds — In Milk 

45 4 

33 4 

45 13 

1* 2 

,, — Calvers 

32 0 

26 10 

29 10 

37 0 

Calves for Rearing 

3 6 

! * ^ 

3 9 

2 10 

Store Cattle : — 





Shorthorns — Yearlings 

15 II 

13 17 

15 17 

13 0 

,, — Two-year-olds... 

a6 14 

21 12 

26 6 

21 15 

„ — Three-year- olds 

37 0 

31 7 

34 15 

30 4 

Herefords — Two-year-olds... 

26 9 

*i 5 

26 0 

22 15 

Devons — „ 

28 3 

*3 17 

38 1 

22 11 

Welsh Runts — „ 


21 0 

— 

— 

Store Sheep ; — 

Hoggs, Hoggets, Tegs, and 
Lambs — 





s. d. 

/. d. 

s. d. 

S, d. 

Downs or Longwools 

58 10 

49 0 

61 7 

48 8 

Store Pigs : — 


8 to la weeks old 

SS 3 

41 2 

60 11 

44 II 

la to 18 „ 

94 5 

74 0 

98 8 

79 II 


*■ Estimated carcass weight. 

Not*.— The prices per lb. for sheep do not include the value of the skins or pelts, which 
during September made prices equivalent to an additional x|d. per lb. of the carcass 
weight for Downs, Longwools, and Welsh, sld, lor Cheviots and ad. for Blackfaced and 
Ciossbreds, and during August. x\d, per lb. for Downs, Longwools, Blackfaced, Welsh 
and Crossbreds, and ifd. for Cheviots. 
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Average Prices of Provisions, Potatoes and Hay at 
certain Markets in England in September, 1919. 

[Compiled from Reports received from the Board’s Market 

Reporters.) 



Bristol. 

Liverpool. 

London. 

Deicription. 

First 

Quality. 

Second 

Quality. 

First 

Quality. 

Second 

Quality. 

First 

Quality. 

Second 

Quality. 


j. d. 

s. d. 

J. d. 

s, d. 

/. d. 

/. d. 

Buttir 

per IB lb. 

per 12 lb. 

per 12 lb. 

per 12 lb. 

per 12 lb. 

per 12 lb. 

Britifh 


— 

— 

— 

27 6 

— 


per cwt. 

per cwt. 

per cwt. 

per cwt. 

per cwt. 

per cwt. 

Irish Creamery — Fresh 

— 

— 

— 

— 


„ Factory 

— 

— 

— 


— 

... 

Imported (Controlled) 

*52 0 

— 

252 0 

— 

252 0 


Chbksb :» 

British— 

Cheddar 

>44 6 




>44 6 


Cheshire 



130 Ib. 

>55 0 


ISO lb. 

>55 0 


Canadian 

>44 6 


per cwt. 
>44 6 

— 

per cwt. 

144 6 

— 

Bacon 







Irish (Green) 

>95 6 

— 

>95 6 

— 

>95 6 

— 

Canadian (Green sides) 

190 6 

— 

192 6 

— 

19s 0 

— 

Hams 

York (Dried or 

Smoked) 







Irish (Dried or Smoked) 

— 

— 

— 


— 

— 

American (Green) 

(long cut) 

>93 6 

— 

ns 6 

— 

195 0 

— 

Eoos 

per 120. 

per 120. 

per 120. 

per 120. 

per 120. 

per 120. 

British 

— 

— 

— 

— 

47 8 

45 0 

Irish 

43 0 

— 

42 0 

40 0 

43 0 

41 0 

American 1 

— 

— 

^ 31 9 

29 9 

33 0 

31 0 

POTATOBS 

per ton. 

per ton. 

per ton. 

per ton. 

per ton. 

per ton. 

White Kidney 

215 0 

200 0 

265 0 

230 0 

*36 6 

216 6 

Other First Earlies ... 

236 6 

20$ 0 

260 0 

*33 6 

1 2*3 6 

2c6 6 

British Queen 

220 0 

205 0 

256 6 

225 0 

206 6 

190 0 

Hay 







Qoter 


— 


— 

— 

— 

Meadow 

1 

“ 



“ 

“ 
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Average Prices of Dead Meat at certain Markets in 
England in September, 1919. 

(Cotnpilei from Imports rtceived from th$ Board’s Markot 

Rtporttrs.) 


Description. 

7! 

SI 

1 Birming- 
1 ham. 

Leeds. 


Man* 

Chester. 


a 





Bbbf 

Engliih 

Cow And Bull 

Iriih : Port Killed 

Argentine Froeen — 
Hind Quarters 
Fore „ 

Australian Frozen — 
Hind Quarters 
Fore „ 

Brazilian Frozen 
Hind Quarters 
Fore „ 


per cwt. 

per cwt. 

s. d. 

/. d. 

119 0 

— 

119 0 

— 

II9 0 

119 0 

119 0 

lOO 6 

— 

119 0 


1 19 0 

HI 0 

III 0 

71 0 

71 0 


1st III o — ■ 

1st 71 o — 

1 st III O HI o 
1st 71 O 71 0 


119 o 119 o 
119 o 119 o 


— Ill o 

— 71 O 

109 o — 

69 6 — 


Vial:— 

British 


ist 60 6 — 

and — 74 6 


Mutton 

Scotch 

English 

Irish: Port Killed 

Argentine Frozen 
New Zealand „ 
Australian „ 


1st 126 o 126 o 126 o 126 o 126 o 

2nd 126 o 126 o 126 o 126 o 126 o 


1st 126 o 126 o 

and 126 o 126 o 

1st — — 

and — — 

1st I 98 o 98 o 


126 o 126 o 
126 o 126 o 


98 o 98 O 98 0 98 o 

— — 98 o 98 o 

— — 98 0 98 o 


Lamb : — 

British 

New Zealand 
Australian... 
Argentine ... 


1st 126 o 126 o 126 o 126 o 126 o 

and 126 o 126 o 126 o 126 o 126 o 

1st 98 o 98 0 98 o 98 o 98 o 

1st — — — 98 o 98 o 

1st 98 o 98 o 98 o 98 o 98 0 


Pom 

British 


— I 149 6 I 149 6 I 149 6 
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DISEASES OF ANIMALS ACTS 1894 to 1914 

Number of Outbreaks, and of Animals Attacked or Slaughtered. 

GREAT BRITAIN. 

(From ih$ Returns oj the Board of Agriculture and Fisheries.) 


Disease. 

September. 

Nine Months 
ENDED September, 

1919. 

1918. 

1919. 

1918. 

Anthrax 

Outbreaks 

15 

13 


1S9 

Animals attacked 

24 

17 

198 

219 

Foot-and-Mouth Disease . — 





Outbreaks 

3 

1 

28 

1 

Animals slaughtered as diseased 





or exposed to infection ... 

38 

8 

i »593 

8 

Glanders (including Farcy) : — 





Outbreaks 

1 

2 

20 

25 

Animals attacked 

4 

5 

50 

70 

Parasitic Mange - 
Outbreaks 

138 

120 

4,»97 

3.569 

Animals attacked 

271 

197 

M67 

6,729 

Rabies • — 

Number of cases 

4 

8 

X46 

8 

II II I^ogs affected 

4 

7 

143 

7 

,, „ othe r animals 





affected 

— 

I 

3 

I 

Sheep-scab 





Outbreaks 

5 

8 


260 

Swine Fever: — 





Outbreaks 

165 

70 

L 707 

i,o6s 

Swine slaughtered as diseased 
or exposed to infection ... 

106 

27 

793 

4*8 


IRELAND 

{From the Returns of the Department of Agriculture and Technical 
Instruction for Ireland.) 


Disease. 

September. 

Nine Months 
ENDED September. 

1919. 

1918. 

1919- 

1918. 

Anthrax 

Outbreaks 




2 

Animals attacked 

— 

— 

— 

2 

Glanders (including Farcy) ; — 





Outbreaks 

— 

— 

I 

— 

Animals attacked 

— 

— 

I 

— 

Parasitic Mange:— 





Outbreaks 

3 

S 

126 

92 

Sheep-scab : — 





Outbreaks 

14 

19 

186 

222 

Swine Fever:— 

Outbreaks 

4 

5 

29 

22 

Swine slaughtered as diseased 




or exposed to infection 

18 

*4 

92 

72 
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TM WMtIwr In InKland during SmitemlMr. 



Temperature. 


Rainfall. 


Bright 

Sunshine. 

District. 

Daily Mean. 

a . 

0 0 

5 ► 

QC 

Amount. 

0 » 

'*iSf 

la » 

S-5 

10 

Q*| 

o.ti 
S5 ^ 

8 

« 

Q 

1 ? 

!S 


•F. 

•F. 

In. 

Mm.* 

Mm.* 


Hours. 

Hours 

Week ending 6th Sept,: 

58-6 



16 

+ 5 


3-6 


England, N.E. 

+ 27 

0*61 

4 

—I 4 

England, £ 

Midland Counties ... 

6o-6 

+2 8 

0*23 

6 

— 6 

2 

5*5 

-|-o*a 

58*4 

+ 1-8 

0*69 

18 

+ 6 

5 

3*1 . 

—17 

England, S.E. 

6o*9 

-f2*I 

0*57 

.>5 

0 

3 

5*1 

—06 

England, N.W. ... 

57*7 

+ 1*4 

0*90 

23 

+ 7 

5 

4*5 

— 0-6 

England, S.W. 

58*2 

+07 

o*8i 

21 

+ 4 

5 

4*4 

-09 

English Channel ... 

6o‘4 

0*0 

1*40 

35 

+21 

3 

63 

+0 i 

Weekending 13th Sept,: 

60*0 






5*9 

+09 

England, N.E. 

+5-0 

0-23 

6 

— I 

2 

England, E 

627 

+5*9 

0 01 

0 

— 9 

I 

7*8 

+2*4 

Midland Counties ... 

60*2 

+4*5 

0*25 

6 

— 2 

2 

6*0 

+ I’3 

England, S.E. 

63-1 

+5*2 

0*00 

0 

— 8 

0 1 

8-4 

+a 7 

England, N.W. ... 

S8-8 

+3'«' 

0*13 

3 

—10 

2 

5*4 

-[“O 6 

England. S.W. 

60*9 

+4*1 

0*09 

2 

— 10 

2 1 

6*0 

+0 7 

English Channel .... 

63*6 

+3*9 

0*01 

0 

—II 

' 1 

8*0 

+ l 4 

Week ending 20th Sept,: 
England, N.E. 









510 

—27 

0*27 

7 

— 2 

3 

4*2 

—01 “ 

England, E 

53’9 

— I 6 

0*26 

7 

— 2 

3 

4*2 

— 0*8 

Midland Counties ... 

51*9 

-2 3 

0*27 

7 

— 3 

3 

4*0 

—0*2 

England, S.E. 

SSS 

-0*9 

032 

8 

— 2 

2 

5*1 

—0 2 

England, N.W. ... 

52*3 

— 2*1 

0*32 

8 

— 6 

3 

5*3 

+ 1 0 

England, S.W. 

550 

-07 

0-35 

9 

— 5 

3 

3*5 

—1*4 

English ChaiHleh' ... 

597 

+0*9 

0-49 

12 

0 

3 

52 

-1*3 

Week ending 27th Sept,: 









England, N.E. 

50*5 

—2*3 

0*38 

10 

— 2 

4 

5*x 

+ 1*0 

England, E 

so 7 

-3*2 

0*32 

8 

— 6 

3 

4*2 

—0*5 

Midland Counties ... 

507 

—2*1 

0*44 

II 

— 2 

3 

4*6 

+0 5 

England, S.E. 

52 7 

-2*5 

0*48 

12 

— 3 

4 

3 3 

—1*5 

England, N.W. ... 

51-0 

—21 

1*00 

25 

+ 5 

5 

4 5 

+0*7 

England, S.W. ... 

52- 1 

-2*3 

0*63 

15 

— 6 

5 

4 7 

+0*5 

English Channel ... 

55-5 

—2 I 

0-31 

8 

—II 

5 

3*7 

—1*3 


• I inch = 25’ 4 millimetres. 
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Yeld, Ellen, — ^Practical Cheesemaking. (5th edition.) (55 pp.) Leo- 
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Scottish Milk Records Association, — Report on Milk Records for Season 
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VtteriiiAiy Science — 

Kar slake, i**.— Rabies and Hydrophobia : Their Cause and Prevention. 
(68 pp.) London : W. & G. Foyle, 1919. 15. net. [619.7(a).] 

Birde, Poultry end Bees-— 

Donaldson, H, H. — ^I'he Hat : Date and Rcicrcnce Tables for the Albino 
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H.M. Stationery Office, 1919. is. gd. net. [59.162.] 

Forestry— 

Mattern, J. R. — ^Thc Use ol Explosives m the Tillage of Trees. (78 pp.) 

New York: Institutcof Makers of Explosives, 1918. [63.196 ; 63-49-19] 

Black, R. — Canada's Forests as an Imperial Asset. (16 pp.) Ottawa : 

Canadian Forestry A.ssociation, [1919.] [63.49(71).] 
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Ulmer, 1918. [63.49(021).] 
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(409 pp. -f 21 maps.) Ottawa, 1918. [63.49(71).] 
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Capital. London . Jewish National Fund, 15, New Broad Street, E.C. 
25 . [63(5) ; 325.] 

Ministry of Reconstruction. — Pamphlet 20 : — Land Settlement. (16 pp.) 
London : H.M. Stationery Office, 1919. 2 d. net. [325O 
‘ Day, H. A. — ^Ihe Land Question Solved. (92 pp.) London; Methuen 
and Co., 1919. 2s.6i.net. [333.5; 338*1 0 
Adams, A. B. — Marketing Penshable Farm Products. (180 pp.) 
[Columbia University, Studies m History, Economics, etc. Vol. 
LXXII. No. 3.] New York ; Columbia University [London : 
Longmans Green & Co., 1916.] $1.50* [ 3 ®^*] 
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Die Selbsterhitzung lagemder Pflanzenmassen mit besonderer Beruck- 
sichtigung von Heu und Emd, R, Burri, (Land. Jahrb. Schweiz, 
^ Heft I, 1919.) [63.198.] • 

Agricultural Chemistry and Vegetable Physiology, E. J. Russell. (Ann. 

Rep. Progress. Chem., 1918.) [58.11 ; 63.161.] 
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A Copper Emulsion as a Fungicide, H. Wormald and L. K. Wormald. 
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EDITORIAL NOTES. 

The Prime Minister’s speech, postponed on account of the 
railway strike, was dehvered before a representative audience 
on the 2ist of last month. The speech 

of^A«knSr 6 . PP- 77^—789. 

and its bearings on agriculture have been 
so thoroughly canvassed that little more than recapitulation 
of the salient points is needed here. The Premier contended 
that agriculture is the greatest of our State industries ; he 
reminded his hearers that it had been stimulated by the pressure 
of war, and he assured them that the task of statecraft is to 
see that it does not fall back to its earlier perilous position. 
After reminding an audience representative of every interest 
associated with agriculture that so far as tillage is concerned 
we are still 3,000,000 acres behind the standard of 1870, he 
pointed out that if arable farming is to be extended or even 
maintained, in the national interest there must be guaranteed 
minimum prices for wheat and oats extended over a sufficient 
period of years to protect the producer against the possibility 
of disastrous losses. The farmer is to be secured from the 
effects of violent fluctuation in the prices of foreign cereals, and 
the guarantee is to take into consideration the increased cost 
of production. The amount of the guarantee and the length 
of time it is to endure are under consideration by the Royal 
Commission. There must also be a security of tenure that will 
save the farmer who is a good cultivator from capricious 
eviction or unreasonable disturbance. Landlord, farmer 
and agricultural labourer are all entitled to consideration ; 
the Premier pleaded for the co-operation of all three classes 
with each other and with the State. Mr. Lloyd George made 
it dear that the condition of guarantees is and must be efficient 

3 G 
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fanning, and that fanners are expected to keep their methods 
well abreast of latter-day requirements. He pointed out that 
it was German agriculture that enabled Germany to maintain 
the struggle for over four years and that Denmark has increased 
her com and other crops by 250 per cent, since the year when 
the decline of arable farming was first to be noted in England. 
He exonerated landowners from any charge of profiteering, and 
urged the labourer, whose case he had always maintained, not 
to drive too hard a bargain with regard to his hours of labour. 
Finally, he had something to say about the needs of transport, 
which, he pointed out, must be associated with co-operation, 
and he concluded with a vivid picture of rural England 

ringing with cheerful life.” The speech made an excellent 
impression. It is worthy of note that the principle of main- 
taining the Corn Production Act and giving the farmers 
secmity has been approved by organs of public opinion which, 
before the War and the submarine campaign had changed 
their views, were inspired by an honest, if mistaken, belief 
that it was not necessary for England to be self-supporting. 

The new Agricultural Policy of the Government,^ outlined 
by the Prime Minister, was explained in fuller detail by 
Lord Lee of Fareham, the President of the Board, at 
Gloucester, on 10th November. His speech is printed in 
full on pp. 790-805 of this issue of the Journal.^ 


Heralded by a Press campaign of great vigour and en- 
thusiasm, the first National Rat Week was held between the 
20 th and 27th October, Less than was 
Rat Week. hoped, but more than was expected, has 
been accomplished. While a certain number of counties and 
metropolitan boroughs were unable through their official 
representatives to realise the importance of the work they were 
asked to do, the response to the appeal of the Board of Agric- 
ciolture was on the whole distinctly favourable, particularly 
in great seaport towns like London, Bristol and Liverpool, 
which are exposed at all times and in all seasons to invasion 
by plague-bearing rats. Poison was the chief agent employed, 
and the public heard of as many as 570,000 baits being put 
down in one city. It is a matter for congratulation that 
vigorous and widespead warnings availed to bring about a very 
careful handling of all the poisons used. While estimates 
made at the present moment must partake largely of the 
nature of conjectures, it is safe to say that the " bag ” of 
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seen and unseen victims must run into seven figures, and the 
profit to the country into very many thousands of pounds. 
During Rat Week the Bill for the Destruction of Rats and Mice 
received its Second Reading in the House of Commons and 
passed through Committee ; it received its Third Reading 
on 31st October, and at the time of writing is before the Lords. 
We may hope that something a little more effective than 
persuasion will soon be applied to recalcitrant authorities. 


An epidemic of Foot-and-Mouth disease has created serious 
concern among stock breeders throughout the country and 
engaged the very close consideration of 
iSeafle^^^ Board of Agriculture. The trouble 

started near Ripon in Yorkshire on the 
9th January (1919), several cases being confirmed, and was 
next heard of in Leeds on the 24th February and near Hudders- 
field on the nth March, there being a certain amount of evidence 
to connect these cases with the Ripon outbreak. Both at 
Ripon and near Huddersfield the prompt action taken stamped 
out the disease. On the 6th August, at Kingsbury in 
Warwickshire, a case of Foot-and-Mouth disease was con- 
firmed. There were six outbreaks in this district, the last 
being confirmed a fortnight after the first. Again the 
measures taken by the Board were effective. On nth 
September, at Wyke Regis, near Weymouth in Dorsetshire, 
three outbreaks were confirmed, and prompt action had the 
best possible result. On 17th October, two outbreaks were 
confirmed at Lawford Heath, near Rugby. Three days later 
there was an outbreak at (ireat Gransden in Huntingdonshire ; 
a day later one was confirmed at Bourn in Cambridgeshire, 
An extension at Lawford Heath was notified and confirmed 
on the 24th October, while on the 28th, 30th and 31st, out- 
breaks were reported and confirmed at Horsington and 
Martin Dales in Lincolnshire, The most serious outbreak 
of all was reported from the Isle of Wight and confirmed on 
the 2 1 St October. The outbreaks here have been many ; two 
and twenty had been confirmed down to 4th November, and the 
loss to the Island herds is appreciable. From first to last the 
policy of slaughter has been maintained in a persistent en- 
deavour to prevent the spread of the disease, and strenuous 
effort has been made by the Board to bring home to every 
fanner the necessity of instant notification to the police. All 
owners of live stock are reminded that they receive for slaugh- 

3 G 2 
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tered animals their full value. This is estimated on a health 
basis if they were diseased, and on their market value at the 
time of slaughter if they were killed merely because they came 
in contact with affected animals. The special matter for 
uneasiness associated with the present outbreak is that infection 
does not appear to come from one direction but from several, 
and there is no indication of its origin. 


AS TO INCRIASID PRICI OF ‘JOURNAL, MS p. 850. 


PRIME MINISTER’S ADDRESS TO 
AGRICULTURISTS. 

A-T a meeting of agriculturists held under the auspices of the 
Board of Agriculture and Fisheries at Caxton Hall, Westminster, 
on Tuesday, 2Tst October, 1919, the Prime Minister made a 
pronouncement on the Government’s agricultural policy. The 
President of the Board (the 'Right Honourable Lord Lee of 
Fareham, G.B.E., K.C.B.), was in the Chair. 

Among those present on the platform were Sir A. (iriffith- 
Boscawen, M.P. (Parhamentary Secretary to the Board of 
Agriculture and Fisheries) ; The Right Hon. Robert Munro, 
K.C., M.P. (Secretary for Scotland) ; Lord Bledisloe, K.B.E. ; 
The Earl of Coventry ; Captain the Hon. F. E. Guest, D.S.O., 
M.P. (Joint Parliamentary Secretary to the Treasury) ; Sir 
J. Fortescue Flannery, Bart., M.P. ; Colonel the Hon. E. A. 
Fitzroy, M.P. ; Colonel the Right Hon. F. B. Mildmay, 
M.P. ; Colonel A. Weigall, M.P. ; Mr. Leslie Scott, K.C., 
M.P. ; Captain Sir Beville Stanier, Bart., M.P. 

The Chairman, in introducing the Prime Minister, said : 
I believe it is an historical fact that there has not been in 
the hfetime of anyone in this room an agricultural speech 
addressed to an agricultural audience by the head of the 
Government. That is something of an event. I also beheve 
that there has been no head of the Government who has been 
more closely connected in one sense with the soil than our 
present Prime Minister. He was bom and bred close to it ; 
he knows something of its difficulties and its trials from the 
inside. I can answer for this, that his S3mpathies — and 
something more than his sympathies — ^are very much with 




1919 -] 


Prime Minister’s Address. 


773 


agriculture at the present time. I also believe that he is all 
out to promote the development and the prosperity of agricul- 
ture. K I had not thought so, I should not have wished to 
accept my present position. I think I may perhaps go farther 
and say that if he had not meant business, I doubt if 
his choice of a new Minister of Agriculture would have fallen 
upon me. I will only add that I feel sure that, quite 
apart from his sympathies with the industry, you will 
give him a welcome. which will be commensurate with the 
supreme and unsurpassable services which he has rendered, 
not merely to his native country during the War, but to the 
whole civilised world. 

The Prime Minister : I come here not merely on 
behalf of myself, but on behalf of the Government, to 
redeem a pledge which 1 gave to a very important deputation 
of the agricultural members of the House of Commons. I 
promised that during the recess I would take the first oppor- 
tunity to address an audience representing the agricultural 
interests of the country, and to place before them the policy 
of His Majesty’s Government in reference to agriculture. It 
had been my intention to address that meeting some time 
ago, but there was an unfortunate incident which interposed, 
for which I was not in the least responsible — I mean the rail- 
way strike — and that necessitated the putting oft of a meeting 
which had already been arranged. 

I am very glad now that I have this opportunity of addressing 
this very representative and influential gathering, representing 
all sections -of agriculture. I think it is a perfectly unique 
gathering in that respect. It represents every interest that is 
directly associated with the great industry — the landowner, 
the land agent, the farmer, and the labourer ; and the State 
Departments coimected with agricultural development also 
are represented. So you have every interest connected with 
the agricultural industry directly represented in this gathering. 
Although if one were to read the political history of this country 
during the last few generations one would hardly think so, 
the agricultural industry is the greatest industry in the land. 
It is not altogether what it has been. Relatively to other 
industries, even in comparison with what it was in the past 
itself, the agricultural industry does not bear the same share 
as it formerly did in the prosperity of the land, and that is the 
condition of things we want to restore, or rather to repair. 
Notwithstanding that fact, from every point of view it is the 
greatest of our industries. Take the numbers of those engaged 
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in it ; take the populations directly dependent upon it ; take 
its importance from the point of view of the security of the 
State ; take the fact that the agricultural industry has been 
the prolific nursery from which other industries in the land are 
drawn — ^men virile, strong, who have brought endurance and 
nerve for the building up of those great industries ; take all 
these tests, and I say that even to-day the agricultural industry 
is the greatest industry in the State. It ought, therefore, to 
be a primary concern of every Government and of every 
statesman to do what in them lies to help and promote that 
industry. I regret to say — ^and I am afraid it is a statement 
which no one can contradict ; I wish they could — that in no 
civilised country has the State done so little during the last 
generations to foster agriculture. You have only to look at 
the records of others lands, even new countries where you have 
got virgin soil, and you will find that the State ‘in aU these 
countries has consistently for years and years don.e things to 
assist agriculture which we have only been feebly imitating. 
I hope that record will now be rolled up, and that there will 
begin a new era in the relations of the State with the greatest 
and the most important of its industries. 

Since 1871 the number of people engaged in the cultivation 
of the soil has gone down by 7C0,0( 0 — 600,000 men, I believe. 
That means that you have probably a population of about 
3,000,000 less than you had at the date directly associated with 
agriculture. That in itself is a loss to the State. The men 
engaged in agriculture — especially the yormg men — have been 
streaming to the towns, to the industrial centres, where they 
pursue their avocations rmder much more unhealthy conditions, 
and, especially, where they have brought up their children 
under much more unhealthy conditions. They have been 
passing across the seas to other lands to give new strength to 
other coimtries. That has been a serious, an almost irreparable, 
loss to this country. Had it not been for the shock of war — 
the shock of a great war — that process might have continued. 
But we discovered during four or five years of gripping, terrible 
conflict, that this neglect of an essential industry had brought 
this land to the very verge of a great disaster.. I say so as one 
who had a good deal to do with the direction of the War during 
four or five years, and who, during the last two or three years, 
was placed in chief direction so far as the Government of this 
CoTmtry was concerned. I can tell you that I shall never 
forget the year I917 — especially the early months — and even 
in 1918 our anxieties were great. If you read what that great 
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American sailor Admiral Sims — one to whom the Allies owe 
so much for his friendly and effective co-operation with our 
Fleet — ^if you read what he sa5rs about the anxious days of 
1917 and how near we came to a great catastrophe, you will 
realise how this country might have been punished beyond 
measure by its persistent neglect of the industry upon which 
the food of the people depended. I could not, as one who was 
associated with the conduct of the War in those days, remain 
responsible another year without taking every measure that 
is necessary in order to make it impossible that there should be 
a repetition of those perils in the story of our native land. I 
remember in those days how sorry I was that our great foe 
had not imitated our example in reference to agriculture. I 
wished in my heart they had pursued the same course. I tell 
you now if Germany had pursued the same agricultural policy 
as we had pursued, and neglected her agriculture as we had 
neglected ours, she would have collapsed within a year. She 
would have been unable to replenish her armies ; she certainly 
would have been unable to feed her population ; and it is 
because she did not do so that, in spite of the Blockade, with 
a much poorer soil than our soil, she was able to hold out for 
over four years in a dire struggle. 

I will give you one or two figures showing what the result 
has been of the great efforts made by Germany to increase the 
production of a comparatively poor soil. Do not forget that 
German soil will not bear comparison for a moment in natiual 
fertility with that of this country. Take 100 acres of culti- 
vated land in this country and 100 acres in Germany — arable 
and pasture. Britain feeds 45 to 50 persons out of that 100 
acres ; Germany feeds 70 to 75. Britain grows 15 tons of 
com ; Germany 33 tons. Britain grows ii tons of potatoes ; 
Germany 55 tons. This is 100 acres. Now I know it is said 
that if you go on cultivating potatoes and grain, and devoting 
the whole of your strength and your soil to that purpose, then 
meat and milk will suffer. Let me give you the next figures. 
Britain produces 4 tons of meat to Germany’s 4J tons. 
Britain produces the equivalent of 17I tons — it is all marked 
in tons — of milk to Germany’s 28. Britain produces no sugar, 
and Germany produces 2f tons. Those are the figures of 
comparison of what Germany with her soil makes out of 100 
acres, with the figures of what Britain with her richer land makes 
out of hers. The story of Denmark is even a more remarkable 
one. I gave you the figure of 1871 for this coxmtry, showing 
how our agriculture had gone down since 1871 in the number of 
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people engaged on the soU. It has gone down very considerably 
in what the land produces. In Denmark, on the other hand, 
since 1871, the corn and other crops have increased 2 J times ; 
the total head of cattle increased twice in number ; the milch 
cows — I have only got 1888, I have not got 1871 — but since 
1888 there has been an increase of nearly 40 per cent, in the 
milch cows ; and in the pigs there is an increase of 4^ times. 
Those are very remarkable figures, and they show what can be 
done if you get a real partnership between the State and an 
industry where the State helps without meddlesomeness — 
(applause) — I quite agree with you — ^where it helps without 
imdue interference — (laughter) — but with reasonably control, 
just to protect the various sections. That is what happens in 
a case of that kind. I am going to tell you by and by the 
limits within which the State can help and the conditions upon 
which the State can help. I am going to give you both, and 
it will be for you to judge of that. All I want to say about that 
part of the argument is that you cannot take any mote chances 
of that kind for this country again ; you cannot do it ; we came 
too near disaster. We got through ; but it undoubtedly crippled 
us. We could have put more into our shipping ; we could 
have put more into our other efforts. It crippled the effort 
of our Allies. We could not spare shipping for them. We 
had to bring food here when it might have been grown on the 
premises I hope there will be no more wars, but at any rate 
let us have no more chances. W'e wiU have fewer wars, if we 
take fewer chances If any enemy, and I am sure we have 
none at the present moment in any part of the world ; I feel 
confident about it; but should we at any time in the future 
have an enemy, some enemy who envies the might and great- 
ness of this country, some enemy who feels greedy of what it 
pos.sesses — supposing one day an enemy of that kind arose, 
we must not put in its way the temptation that it can starve 
us in the future. That is one of the great concerns of the 
State. I will give you another. The adverse balance against 
us in trade is a distressing one at the present moment, and 
unless you can redress it this country suffers. It is suffering 
now. It cannot go on buying unless it has got the means to 
pay. The result of this adverse balance now is that in the 
Exchange the sovereign is depreciated. There was the British 
sotirereign, the best coin in the world. I do not like to own up, 
but it is no longer so. It dora not fetch the same value as 
it did in the old days. It has gone down. It is not merely 
the credit of Britain that is hurt ; her pride is hurt It is the 
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business of everybody to restore its prestige. I want to see 
it so restored that the King’s head on the sovereign can be 
lifted up in every Exchange in the world. You can do that — 
(A voice : ‘ ‘ Don’t shorten the hours ! ” ) lam not going to shirk 
that ; I am coming to it in a minute. There is only one way in 
which you can put that right. Every industry has got to increase 
its production, and as agriculture is the most important of all 
industries, agriculture must have the greatest share in the 
increase. And if I might be allowed to say so, there is more 
room for increase. You have got the market here at your own 
doors. It is computed by men who understand this business 
much better than I do that you can raise in this country food 
commodities of ^i5o,o(jo,ooo worth, which is now brought from 
abroad. Just think what that means. If 3'ou could take away 
£150,000,000 from what we have got to pay across the water, 
the sovereign would look up. There would be a new shine 
on its face. I want you to help the sovereign out of its troubles. 
If you increase the agricultural production of this country, 
and I am appealing to every section, not to one, you will be 
rendering as great a service to the general trade of the country 
as any service which it is within the scope of any trade or 
industry to render at the present moment. It is not a question 
merely of increasing exports ; it is a question also of diminish- 
ing imports which are capable of being produced in this country 
without increasing the cost of living, and I think you could do 
that. I am bound to tell you how much you did during the 
War. There was a special effort made in 1917. Production 
had gone back by some hundreds of thousands of acres by the 
end of 1916. A special effort was made by the agricultural 
community, on an earnest appeal from the Government, to 
improve matters. You increased the production of the United 
Kingdom by 1,750,000 acres. It made an enormous difference. 
It is a difference not merely in the price of food, but it made a 
great difference in our shipping. It is not so easy to get the 
products of 1,750,000 acres and get shipping for it, and get it 
from Canada and the United States of America. We could 
get no ships to go as far as Australia. We had to pick our 
food in the nearest ports we could get it because we wanted our 
ships for war material, and for men. We were fighting for our 
lives. And let me here, on behalf of the Government, thank 
the agricultural commimity — the landlords, farmers, agricultural 
labourers, everybody — ^for helping us to increase the product 
of the land at a critical moment. Now that the Land Army of 
the women has been demobilised, I must take this opportunity 
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of thanking them for the help they gave at a time when 
so many of our men were drawn away to fight across the seas 
for their native land. When there was a great shortage of 
labour they worked with a will ; they worked heartily, and 
I have no doubt that after a very short experience they 
worked very skilfully, too. That is what I hear from every 
quarter. 

Before the War the quantity of grain imported into this 
country was three-fifths of the whole consumed ; two-fifths 
were produced here. After the War three-fifths were produced 
here — I am taking the figures of the values — and two-fifths 
were imported. That is a great change, and it is a change for 
the better, and it will help in the Exchange. That was the 
result of the Com Production Act, which gave a certain 
measure of security to the farmer that he would not be let 
down. There were two objections to it. If you will allow 
me, I have got to deal not merely with the objections of the 
agricultural commimity, but as this is a programme which 
will be criticised by others in other industries, I have got to 
answer one or two objections which come from outside. There 
are two objections made to the Com Production Act. They 
were made at the time when it was introduced. The first is 
that the State would lose money by its guarantee, and that 
you would be pa5dng huge sums of public money out of the 
pockets of the general taxpayer into the pockets of the landlord, 
the farmer, and the agricultural labourer. At the time we 
ventured to say that the prediction would be falsified ; and as 
a matter of fact it is not tme. It has been working now for 
some time, and not a single penny has passed from the pocket 
of the general taxpayer to that of the agricultural interest at 
all. But the guarantee gave the farmer the feeling that he 
could break up his land without having to return to 1879 and 
the dark “ eighties.” The second objection made was that it 
would put up the price of the loaf. So far from that being the 
case, it kept the price of the loaf from going up, because if this 
produce had not been raised in this country you would have 
had to buy more abroad. I want to get this right into the mind 
of everyone outside who criticises this, that all money which 
you have got to pay abroad now depreciates the value of the 
sovereign and therefore increases the price of what you buy 
across the seas. You are not getting 20s. worth for your 
sovereign in America. I forget what it is there at this moment. 
I understand it is 17s. We will take it at 17s. You are only 
getting 17s. worth for your soverdgn, and, therefore, if you 




I9I9-J 


Prime Minister’s Address. 


779 


raise the commodity here you are saving 3s. in your sovereign. 
So far, therefore, from the price of the loaf going up, it has 
kept the price of the loaf from going up much higher ; that is 
the answer to those gentlemen who have been criticising 
that. Therefore the Com Production Act has increased 
production ; it enables the farmer to pay higher wages 
and reduce hours. Well, the hours have been reduced 
surely, have they not ? That is what I mean. I know what 
you have got in your minds. I am coming to that. I am 
referring to what has actually happened. The hours have 
been as a matter of fact reduced. Very well. The next thing 
is, you helped the British sovereign ; you stimulated to an 
exceptional degree the employment of labour-saving machinery. 
That is important. That has been done without the loss of a 
single penny to the State. Of how many Acts of Parliament 
can you say that ? As a matter of fact, there has not been a 
more successful statutory experiment. Now what is the 
position we have reached, having restored the productiveness 
of agriculture part of the way — only part of the way ? Since 
1870, 4,600,000 acres of arable land have gone out of cultiva- 
tion. We have restored 1,750,000. It has gone back a little, 
I hear, recently. But we have got a long way to travel to get 
back to 1870, and we want to get further. The guestion is, 
are we going back to the dismal pre-war conditions, or are we 
merely going to maintain the progress which has been made ? 
Are we not going further ? There can be but one answer from 
every man who loves his country. We must go forward. 
How is it to be done ? You must have a settled policy with 
regard to agriculture. I am glad you are with me in 
that suggestion. The first condition is security to the 
cultivator ; security in the first place against ruin through the 
violent fluctuations of foreign agriculture. I just glanced at 
the dark ’eighties. The farmers tasted ruin in those days, and 
many farms became derelict — ^thousands. I think I could 
munber them by more than that. I have just a memory of it. 
No mere appeal to argument and to probabilities, no mere 
weighing up of the prospects of Canada and the Argentine and 
the United States of America, or the possibility of Russia 
becoming restored within the next five or ten years as a great 
grain-producing country, will restore the nerve of the farmer 
to the point of inducing him to break up his land unless there 
is some security behind him. What he naturally sa)^ is this : 
“ If the State comes in with its guarantee it takes a risk, but it 
is a slight risk. It may lose money. That is a serious thing 
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for a heavily burdened community, but it is not disaster. If 
by any mischance things go wrong with me, what happens ? 
It is ruin. My livelihood goes ; my means of livelihood go.” 
That is what happened in 1879, and he says : “ You are asking 
me to take an unfair risk ; therefore you ought to come in. 
If you are confident that the prospects abroad are such that 
the price will never come back to anything like what it was 
before the War, you ought to say so, and you ought to say so 
in an Act of Parliament. You ought to say so in the form of 
some guarantee to me, so that I feel, at any rate, that I will 
not be dropped into the chasm, as I was in 1879.” ^ ^o not 

think prices are coming anjrwhere near pre-war conditions 
abroad. I do not see how they can. The cost of everjdhing 
has gone up, you must remember, abroad, just as much as it 
has here. The freights for the carriage of all goods and com- 
modities, including farm produce, have gone up — ^railway 
freights, shipping freights. They will continue up, although 
I do not say at the present figure. Wages have gone up abroad. 
It is not merely here ; I want you to get that into your minds. 
There are great conflicts at the present moment in the United 
States of America, and there are still greater conflicts in the 
Argentine, in reference to wages. The wages were low in the 
Argentine, so that all the elements that make prices indicate 
clearly that ypu are not going to get from abroad, the cheap 
grain which we had before the War. The farmer says : ‘‘If 
you are satisfied of that, what harm is there if you give the 
guarantee ? ” I agree, and for that reason I think it is essential 
that a guarantee should be given, at any rate for wheat and 
oats. The amount and the length of time are the subject of 
examination by a Commission. I do not mind saying that I 
had hoped they would have reported before this, but I have 
no doubt that there are very great difficulties. There are 
difficulties in the way of doing anything always. The only 
thing that is not difficult is to do nothing. I have no 
doubt there will be objections here and objections there 
which have got to be met, and, therefore, we cannot hope, 
I am afraid, to get their report in time. But there is no 
doubt that the guarantee will have to be given. It must have 
reference to the increased cost of production ; it must have 
reference also to the fact that when a farmer breadcs up his 
land he has got to look forward for a certain period — ^it is not 
for me to indicate the period, because I should be usurping 
the functions of the Royal Commission. It is quite clear, 
however, that it is not a matter of looking forward to next 
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year or the second year ; he has got to look forward — ^a friend 
here gives me the number of years, but it is not for me to say 
that that number is correct or incorrect. It is quite clear, 
however, that a guarantee, to be of any use at all, must cover 
a sufficient number of years to make the farmer feel that it is 
worth his while to cultivate the land. So much have I got to 
say upon that subject. 

But that is not the only security the cultivator needs. 
Confidence js the best fertiliser of the soil, and there are other 
elements which are disturbing the cultivator at the present 
moment. Land in increasing quantities is passing into the 
market. Before the War it had run up to 250,000 acres. 
I am sorry to say that this year it will be over 1,000,000 acres 
that will change hands. That is a disturbing factor, and it is 
an increasingly disturbing factor. If one felt that it was purely 
temporary, you might let it be. I wish I were convinced it is ; 
I do not think it can be. You have only got to look at the facts . 
In consequence of the War, taxation has gone up enormously, 
and whatever economies you effect — ^however rigid they may 
be — there are permanent charges as the result of the War that 
remain. There is the enormous debt which has been incurred, 
which you cannot pay off for some time ; there is the fact that 
you have got pensions for men who suffered in the War of over 
100,000,000 ; there is also the fact that all the charges for 
the State as well as for the individual have increased at least 
twofold. You pay your soldiers more ; you pay your sailors 
more, and the result will be that whatever happens, taxation 
is bound to be very heavy. Then there is the cost of living, 
which is doubled, and that presses heavily upon the land- 
owning classes. And let me say this, as one who has said as 
severe things about landowners as anybody within the four 
seas : th6y, at any rate, have not been a profiteering class. 
Rents are substantially the same, in spite of the increased cost 
of living. They made a response to every appeal we made to 
them with a patriotism which was an inspiration and an 
example, and I am glad, as one who was an old opponent but 
who had some responsibility in the conduct of the War, to pay 
my tribute at alny rate to the part which they took in the fight 
for their native land. Their burdens have enormously 
increased, and therefore it is probable that in a very considerable 
number of cases they will find it impossible to maintain their 
position under the altered conditions without parting with a 
great deal of land. I am therefore afraid that it is not merely 
a temporary and a passing phenomenon. Very well ; in that 
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case we must take note of it. There are many farmers who 
have been on estates, father and son, for generations, and they 
feel the same sense of seciuity, or probably a greater sense of 
security than any Act of Parliament could give them. But 
when you go to the auction mart, you do not know who is 
bupng ; you do not know whom he is buying for, and therefore 
there is a disturbing element which you are bound to take note 
of, especially when you are asking the farmer to embark upon 
a new policy of cultivation which will not reward him for years. 
He says to himself ; “ What will the year bring forth ? There 
is my neighbour there, his land has been sold over his head. 
I caimot tell that my turn will not come.” As the interest of 
the State is paramount, and as the interest of the State 
is increased production, we must consider that first and 
foremost. 

Now there are five cases where in practice a farmer is liable 
to notice to quit. Of course, as a matter of law, a farmer can 
receive notice to quit without any reason assigned ; but I am 
now simply talking about the conditions imder which in 
practice he receives notice to quit. Capricious eviction is 
such a small element as to be completely negligible. There are 
five conditions where a farmer may receive notice to quit. 
The first is where land is required for public purposes ; the 
second is where the land is so badly cultivated that the land- 
owner feels it is not merely in the interests of the*land, but in 
the interests of the community, that he ought not to continue 
in the tenancy, and that is absolutely right ; the third is where 
the landlord desires to regain possession of the land in order 
to cultivate it himself or to place a member of his family upon 
it. That is generally applicable to the case of the small land- 
owner. That does happen. Now those are three cases which 
I put in a separate category. In those cases where a tenant 
leaves he receives compensation under existing Acts, and if 
those Acts are in any respect inadequate, the Government are 
prepared to consider the respects in which they might be 
strengthened. But there are two cases where the farmer 
undoubtedly stands in need of special protection, and it is 
essential that he should receive that protection if he is to 
respond to the appeal which is made for increased production. 
The first is where the farm is sold over his head to another 
landowner under the circmnstances which I have just detailed, 
and where a new man may either want it himself, or he may 
want to sell it and make money out of it — I am sorry to say 
I have known cases of that — and where the poor farmer cannot 
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raise a sufficient sum of money to meet the sometimes rather 
extravagant price which is asked on a re-sale. I can give 
cases of that kind. In those cases the farmer needs protection, 
and must get it. • 

The second case is where notice to quit is given in order to 
raise the rent. I do not say that is not a justifiable operation 
in a given case, not in the least. It may be a perfectly justi- 
fiable operation in a given case. Under the Corn Production 
Act the landlord is forbidden to raise the rent during the 
period of the guarantee except with the consent of the Board 
of Agriculture. What is proposed is that when notice of that 
kind is given the tenancy shall not be affected, but the new rent 
should be fixed either by agreement between the parties, or, 
failing agreement, by an arbitrator appointed in the usual way: 
That, I need hardly tell you, is not a Land Court ; it is simply 
an operation which I have seen in a good many cases where 
the parties, if they cannot agree as to the amount of the rent, 
refer it to arbitration. 

Now those are the two securities ; first of all, there is the 
security of the State that the farmer will not be ruined by 
expected developments in the agricultural world abroad ; and 
the second is a guarantee that he can put the whole of his 
capital, his brains, and his energies into the cultivation of 
the land without feeling that all his efforts may simply result 
in his labours being transferred into the possession of others, 
or his rent being raised upon his own improvements. That 
is the guarantee of the landlord. There is, first of all, the 
guarantee of the State ; there is, secondly, the guarantee 
given by the landlord. 

Now I come to a third guarantee, and that is the guarantee 
of the farmer himself. It is a guarantee that he will do his 
best to increase to the maximum production. That is the next 
guarantee I want. Under the Corn Production Act there are 
powers to deal with a slack farmer. There must be some ; 
there are not many, I know, but in every profession — even 
in the profession of the law — ^there are slackers. The power 
of the Com Production Act is there to deal with them, because 
they discredit their class ; they reduce the wealth of the 
community ; they diminish its security ; they depress the 
food of the country, and, therefore, there is no room for them 
in a small coimtry like ours. There is plenty of land for 
them in the Argentine, in Canada — aright up to the North 
Pole — and in the United States of America, but in a 
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small country like ours there is no room for the slacker ; it 
is too small. 

Now I come to the agricultural labourer — guarantees given 
to him and guarantees asked of him. What about the guarantee 
to him ? Under the Corn Production Act there is the guarantee 
that he shall get a minimum wage. I make no apology for that — 
none. There are many things which I have said before the 
War which I would probably like to have censored ; but this 
I make no apology for. The wages paid in certain areas to 
agricultural labourers were a scandal. They were a folly. 
There is no worse business — business — than underpa 3 dng a 
man for his work, and the part I took in calling attention to that 
I make no apology of any sort or kind for. I am glad, at any 
rate, there is a guarantee of a minimum wage. The hours of 
labour have, by arrangement, been in many respects very appre- 
ciably improved — (“ shortened ”) — ^well, shortened ; it depends 
upon your point of view whether that is an improvement. 
Now I am going to say a word to the agricultural labourer. I 
certainly cannot be charged with not being a friend of his. ■ I 
fought for him before his present friends were ever heard of ; 
before many of them had ever seen an agricultural animal, 
except in the form of beef-steaks. But I want to say this — 1 
want to appeal to him to help in the national programme of 
cultivation to the utmost of his power to produce food. I also 
want to say that I am all for his getting a good minimum wage. 
I am opposed to any workman being called upon to work beyond 
his strength ; it is not that it is no good to him ; it is no good 
to anybody else. I say, however, in all solemnity, the agricul- 
tural labourer will make a mistake if he takes advantage of the 
present labour shortage to drive too hard a bargain. I say so, 
and I ask his guides and himself to look up the historical pre- 
cedents. There was a time in the history of England — I think 
it was after the Black Plague — ^when there was a serious shortage 
of labour on the land. The result was, impossible conditions 
were exacted. It made cultivation quite impracticable ; it 
drove the cultivator, because he could not seau-e labour under 
profitable conditions, into methods of cultivation which needed 
the least quantity of labour. What was the result ? England 
depopulated ; England desolated ; and the labourer was the 
man who suffered most from that policy, I fear. I want in all 
Solemnity, as a real friend of the labourer and as one who advo- 
cated his cause before the War — and I hope his representatives 
are here, because they were invited — ^to ask him to consider 
carefully the conditions, and not to insist upon conditi<ms 
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which will make national production impossible in this country. 
We must have the co-operation of all classes to make this a 
success — the co-operation of the farmer, landowner, labourer, 
and State. " Co-operation " is the word for Capital and 
Labour in all industries at the present moment, and without it 
we shall fail. 

There are two or three other things which I must refer to, 
otherwise it will be said : “ He never mentioned so and so, and 
he never mentioned so and so," and there are people who live 
on that sort of business. There is the question of credit. 
Increased cultivation means increased expenditure, and you 
cannot bring production up to the level of Denmark, France 
and Germany without increased capital expenditure on the land. 
That is applicable to both the landlord and the farmer. So 
far as the landlord is concerned, as I pointed out, in that 
respect he has fallen on bad times. I have given the reasons. 
I am hopeful that the fact that the industry has been placed 
upon a more firm foundation, and that security is introduced 
into it which was not present before, w'ill make it easier for the 
cultivator to negotiate the necessary credit facilities for the 
development of his programme. 1 am looking to the great 
banking concerns of the land to be helpful in this respect. It 
has been possible in other countries to organise credit facilities, 
and why should it be impossible in England ? I hope that they 
may be obtained by ordinary business methods ; but I wish you 
clearly to realise that the (iovernment are determined to leave 
nothing undone to put this industry upon a satisfactory basis, 
and that they do regard credit facilities as one of the necessities 
if this object is to be secured — both long-term credit facilities 
to enable landlords to provide and cultivators to secure suitable 
and sufficient buildings to accommodate live and dead stock, 
and short-term credit facilities for farmers and smallholders 
to purchase implements, seeds, fertilisers, and other prime 
necessaries for their industry. Transport I have already said 
something about in the last few days. I regard the 
development of transport facilities as essential to a revival 
in agricultural prosperity. Too often, transport arrangements 
in the past — ^railway ai\d otherwise — ^have had a bias against 
agriculture. If there is to be a bias at all, it ought to be a bias 
in favour of agriculture. There should be increased facilities — 
where necessary, new railways, motor services, lorry services — 
to open up agricultural districts and to bring their produce to 
the market, and to get the necessary material for the carrying 
'on of their business. I hope that it may be possible to so 
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amoigethe rates, at any rate, as oot to halidicafi tbe former ia 
a bnsiness which is so essaatial, which is jfnst as essential to- 
the towns as it is to the rural areas. 

May I just say one word here about importance of co- 
operttiioTi ? The difBculty in the past, acctnding to the railway 
managers, has been that it has been so difficult to get the farmers 
to oo-operate. Whereas you can give transport facilities if 
'fee whrfe of the peqple in a given area bring their goods to- 
gether, it is almost impossible to do it if you only deal with 
individual farmars. Therefore, it is important to (teal with the- 
bulking and the packing of the goods. The co-c^erative move- 
ment generaHy deserves in that respect all the help and welcome 
which the farmers of the community can possibly provide. 
1 should have liked to have said something about scientific 
State aid, because it is very vital to the life of agriculture, 
and increased technical instruction. Much can be done to 
increase th'e jield and profit per acre by supervision of seeds 
and manures, by ensuring that those of high quality only shall 
be sold ; by the extension of Ciovernment demonstration- 
farms ; and by the improvement of live stock by State-aided 
distribution of good sires, and the promotion through County 
Committees of intensive cultivation — all these things are of 
first importance — and the wider use of labour-sa-ving appliances^ 
But, last of all, I should like to see steps — strong steps, bold 
steps — taken to lure the population back to the land. The 
land, as I have pointed out, has been the nursery from which 
the industries of the country have drawn a virile population, 
whicffi has invigorated them and given life to them. The 
nursery is pretty empty now, and there is no surplus popula- 
tion to spare. It is a weakness to the State ; it is an inv- 
poverishment of the land, and steps ought to be taken, not 
merely to keep the population there, but to bring back labour 
to the soil. There is much to be done for the regeneration 
of rural life in England. Men have been drawn to foreign 
lands by placards on the- wall with attractive pictures of wbat 
is awaiting them when they cross the flood. If we only keep 
the population on the land and bring oihm back th^e England 
will be a better placard than any yon can paste oo her walls. 
We want more cottages, with land attached. I was appalled 
Mdien I went to my native -village a short time ago. I just 
rambled: about the woods and the fields, aitdlwas ap^aJUlAd: 

at the number of eott^s that I rwnembeced— I am getting on 
in years it is true ; but still it is. not so teng ago in the life ol a 
coumtty^that are raoss>-grciiwn and filled with bemuWea aiod 
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briars instead of smiling children— everywhere. You want 
cottages with land attached. You want rural industries re- 
generated. In the old days we had little industries even in that 
village. They are gone. They provided employment for the 
women and for the children and the men when there was nothing 
special calling for their services on the farms. They helped 
to supply labour, to keep the people from going away. It was 
a cheer through the place to have the whir of those whefels. 
When they stopped, life became more depressing in the villages, 
and the men — especially the young men — fled away. Well, 
when we get electrical power developed in the country — do 
you know that in some continental countries they milk the 
cows with electricity — (A voice: And in England”) — 
Yes, quite true, in the north of England, turning the 
lightning on to milk the cows. They will help to revive the 
“rural life. You must make the villages attractive. It is all 
very well to say that is not business ; it is business. The 
dullness of the villages is appalling. I was brought up in one. 
I should not like to begin again under those conditions. The 
oppressive dullness was appalling. It chased men away. Let 
us chase the dullness away and regenerate the old country life 
of England and make the country more attractive, as it is much 
healthier for brain and muscle and heart than the towns. It 
is the thing which, if a man has got it into his composition, 
enables him to bear the worst wear and tear of life — ^generations 
of what the country has poured into his veins — ^he has got the 
soil of England, of Scotland and of Wales with its eternal 
endurance warming every fibre of his nature, and he goes 
through all the troubles of life facing them. Get the people 
back to the land, to the resurrection of that life. Then 
you will find the country not a pictures(iue desolation, 
but England will be rcalh^ a garden ringing with cheerful 
and contented life. 

Colonel Fitzroy : It is with the greatest possible pleasure 
that I rise to move a vote of thanks to the Prime 
Minister for his speech this afternoon. At the beginning 
of his speech he referred to the fact that the meeting which 
has been held to day was in response to the demand 
from a deputation which attended him in July from the 
House of Commons. It is as Chairman of the Agricultmal 
Committee of the House of Commons that I rise to day to thank 
him for this meeting and for the speech which he has made. 
As representing that Committee in the House of Commons I 
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think to a certain extent 1 can speak for agriculture generally 
in this country, for that Conunittee is composed of members 
of all shades of political opinion who have been duly elected- 
to represent agriculture in the Parliament of this country'. 
As such, I can say the speech to which we have listened this 
afternoon will give the liveliest satisfaction to the agricultural 
•commimity throughout the length and breadth of the land. 
We'know definitely that the Prime Minister of England at this 
present time is the true friend of agriculture. What we have 
suffered from in the past is chiefly the ignorance of the com- 
munity — ^not alone from their ignorance of the difficulties of 
agriculturists, but from their ignorance of the importance of 
the agricultural interests to every member of the community, 
not only in the supply of food to themselves, but in what the 
Prime Minister touched on at the end of his speech, the extreme, 
importance of keeping the people on the land. It is with those 
views, and feeling so satisfied and gratified as I do with his 
speech this afternoon, that I move a hearty vote of thanks to 
Jiim. 

Mr. Overman ; I rise to second that hearty vote of 
thanks to the Prime Minister for coming here to-day. 
I am sure I am voicing the views and the hopes of all 
my brother farmers behind in accepting from him the 
settled policy of the country' or of the State. We wanted 
that badly to restore our confidence. I can assure him there 
will be nothing wanting, I am certain, on the part of the farmers 
of this country to increase the production of the land. They 
have proved by their action during the W'ar that the nation is 
very near to their hearts. They have done their duty in the 
past and they will do it again in the future. The farmers have 
been suffering lately from want of confidence, and I am certain 
that the words that have fallen from the Ihime Minister, giving 
us assurances — and very helpful assurances I call them — for 
the future, will tend to bring the farmers of this country to 
help and forward the wishes of the Prime Minister’s and the 
rest of the Government’s hearts. 

The Chairman : A resolution of thanks to the Prime Minister 
has been moved by Colonel Fitzroy and seconded by Mr. 
Overman. I do not propose to add anything to it except to 
ask you to pass it with acclamation. 

(On being put to the meeting the vote of thanks was 
carried unanimously.) 
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The Prime Minister : Thank you for that very cordial 
vote of thanks and for the kind way in which it has been pro- 
posed by Colonel Fitzroy and seconded by Mr. Overman. I 
also thank you for the very cordial way in which you have 
received it. I hope now we shall be able to go on working 
together to restore agriculture, not merely to its old position, 
but to make it something that the whole world w’ill come and 
look at and study.' I know that you are quite capable in this 
country of being able to do it. I know what can be done in 
a very short time, and if 3^ou put your backs into it I am sure 
you will succeed. 
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SPEECH 

BY THE 

RT. HON. LORD LEE OF FAREHAM 

(President of the Board of Agriculture) at the Shire Hall, 
Gloucester, on lotb November, xgig. 

Lord Lee said ; I regard it as a very great privilege that 
I should be permitted to make my first speech as President of 
the Board of Agriculture to a Gloucestershire audience. I an\ 
under particular obligations to Gloucestershire farmers for the 
splendid help which they extended to me and to tfee cause, 
when I was Director-General of Food Production. I am 
not in the habit of handing about bouquets ; but I have 
particular recollections of the way in which Gloucester- 
shire farmers played the game in that fight against the 
most deadly peril which has ever menaced this country — 
the German submarine. I know that between them they added 
no less than 33,000 acres of breadstuff s — which includes com 
and potatoes — to the county area ; an increase of 
50 per cent, over the pre-war figure. That was a great 
achievement ; and I know how much we owe to them, to the 
County Committee, and particularly to its Chairman, Mr. Dent 
Brocklehurst. I am glad of this opportunity' to express 
my thanks to them. 

I cannot help remembering that my predecessor, Lord Ernie, 
spoke here only a short time ago ; and when I think of his 
great experience and knowledge of everything agricultural, 
and of the weight of his prestige as one of the foremost agri- 
cultural experts in this country, if not in the world, I feel 
somewhat diffident in addressing you. I am also conscious 
of the fact that another of our great agricultural experts and 
authorities, my friend Lord Bledisloe, is at my elbow', 
and I am afraid I feel very much of an amateur in his 
presence. But, at any rate, I do not pretend to be an expert, 
and that is something gained, because it means I have got to 
rely on advice, and I am seeking that advice, of all the most 
practical agriculturists that I can find. Of course I do not 
say that all my advisers agree ; and my duty perhaps is to 
exercise a certain judgment between the different kinds of 
advice that are given me, and to try and steer a straight course. 
I will at any rate say this, that I have got a perfectly definite 
mission to carry out ; and that is, in the interests of National 
safety, to do what the Board of Agriculture can do to reduce 
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the dependence of this country upon supplies of essential 
foods from overseas. Whilst of course that must be done 
•with due regard to the permanent interests of the Agricul- 
tural Industry, it can only be done by developing home 
production to the maximum of which the land of this country 
is capable ; and this policy is essential, not in the interests 
merely of this or that section- of the Agricultural Industry, but 
in the interests of the whole nation, and more particularly of 
the urban population. 

That is a very important point to keep always before us ; 
that the very existence of our dwellers in the towns may 
■depend upon the prosperity of the Agricultural Industry ; and 
I most earnestly trust that the old suspicion, amounting some- 
times even to hostility, that existed between urban and rural 
interests, may be finally killed by the lessons of the great 
War through which we have just passed. ■ That distrust 
and suspicion — that wedge between the urban and the 
rural population — was one of the greatest dangers with 
which the community was confronted ; and it has got to 
stop. It is, I consider, one of the most important tasks which 
a Minister of Agriculture and the Government can possibly 
assume, to try to bring about a better understanding between 
town and country. 

In this connection farmers can do a great deal to help. I 
should like them to show a little more sympathy sometimes 
with the newcomer on the land, with the small holder, 
particularly the ex-Service man who is a small holder, 
and also with the allotment holder, not merely because they, 
too, are producing food in a very important sense, but because, 
if I put it only on the most selfish business ground for the 
farmer, if they want their interests properly looked after in 
Parliament, they will have to have a much larger voting 
strength in the country than they have at present. There can 
never be a big voting strength for farmers alone. The only 
way in which you can increase the voting strength of the food 
producers is by bringing in the small holders and the allotment 
holders. AU together they will form a mighty army, if united ; 
and that is the only way in which the farmer will be able to 
get his case properly listened to in Parliament, by getting* all 
tiie food producers woricing in the same direction. 

When I said just now that the farmers are sometimes un- 
S3nnpathetic to the smallholders in their midst, I was speaking 
of the country generally. I do not say that is necessarily the 
<5ase in Gloucester. But I do know this, that the Gloucester 
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Small Holdings Committee is considerably in advance of a 
good many of the committees in other counties. They 
are making good progress, at any rate with their land 
acquisition, and I hope they will soon make equally good 
progress with the equipment of the land which has been 
acquired. I think it might interest you if I just quoted one 
figure. There has been a general charge of extravagance in 
purchasing this land for small holdings throughout the country. 
I have had the figure worked out, and I find that, up to date, 
whereas the average price per acre of land taken for small 
holdings before the War was £3^, to-day the average is not 
more than ^41 los. od. Considering the nature of the land 
that has to be acquired, and the tremendous cise in the price 
of everything else, T think that shows that land acquisition has 
not been carried out in an extravagant spirit by the small- 
holdings committees generallj'. 

However, I come back to the main point, which is that Home 
Production must be increased, and there is only one way in 
which it can be largely increased, and that is by an extension 
of the arable area. I know there arc some farmers who will not 
altogether like that ; but it is absolutely essential, not merely 
for the production of more cereals but for the production of 
more meat and more milk. It is an established fact, that 
cannot be gainsaid, that you can produce more meat, more 
milk, more cereals and more potatoes on arable land than 
you can under any other system of farming ; w'hereas, under an 
extended system of grass farming, you will produce less of all 
those vital commodities. There rcalh" is no such thing as 
the “ Com versus Horn ” controversy. It is a pure bogey. 
It is a thing which is sometimes put forward by men who do 
not desire to embark upon arabit* farming. But everybody 
who has studied the matter knows, that on arable land you 
can raise at least twice as much meat and milk as you can upon 
grass ; and we have the experience not only of people who have 
done it in this country, but the far more extensive experience 
of countries like Denmark. At any rate, do not make any 
mistake about what the Government policy is. It is to have 
more cereals, more breadstuffs, and also more meat and more 
milk, and the policy which has now been announced by the 
Prime Minister would bring about an increase of all those vital 
commodities. The Government is determined, in the National 
interest, not merely to maintain but to extend the area of 
arable in this country, and we shall stop at nothing which 
will assist to compass that end. I do not mean to say 
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that in the course of the Food Production Campaign, here and 
there some land may not have been ploughed up that would 
have been better left down. That was inevitable in a hurried 
campaign of that kind. Mistakes were made, and in some of 
those cases no doubt it would be better that that particular 
land should be laid down again to grass. All I say with regard 
to that is that when it is laid down, with the approval of a 
county committee, it should be properly laid down, and not 
allowed to tumble down. It should be properly laid down, 
because there is nothing more important, after the 
extension of arable, than that the grass lands of this 
country should be improved, as they can be improved, 
and carry a far greater head of stock than they do at the 
present time. 

Now we come to the question of how is this to be done ; 
and there is no doubt that, if there is to be an extension of 
arable farming, the first essential is that there must be the 
establishment of confidence in the mind of the farmer. 
After all, farmers, particularly the older ones, have long 
memories. They remember the 'eighties and the 'nineties, 
and the disaster that came upon many of the best farmers in 
the country through the disastrous slump in prices. Their 
feeling of anxiety is well founded. I am not blaming them 
for it in any degree ; any more than we blame the burnt child 
who dreads the fire. It is quite clear, if there is going to 
be an advance in food production in this country, the first 
essential is a sense of security and a confidence that if the 
farmer is going to be asked to adapt his farming, not merely 
to the interests of his ow'ii pocket, but to the far greater 
interest of the Nation — and that is what we are asking him 
to do — ^he will have security against the possibility of a 
recurrence of what happened in the 'eighties and the 'nineties. 
That is to say, if he breaks up his land, and in response to the 
National call goes in on a much larger scale for growing cereals, 
he must be protected against the risk of bankrupt cj^ and financial 
disaster through a serious slump in prices. We do not say that 
he should be guaranteed a profit. He must take his chance 
in the market for that ; but we do say that he should be 
guaranteed against disastrous losses for which he is in no 
sense responsible. Therefore, the system of guaranteed 
minimum prices for wheat and oats must be continued ; and 
continued on a scale which will take into consideration the 
great increase in the cost of production which has come about 
since the Corn Production Act was passed. 
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My own personal view as regards the period is that the 
gITiarantee should be permanent ; at any rate, that it must 
last so long as the policy continues of safeguarding this 
country against the submarine menace — ^and goodness knows 
what that may be in any future war. If by any means urae 
were for ever abolished, and the League of Nations justified all 
the dreams of those who are enthusiastic about it, then at 
any rate the farmer should be given at least four years’ notice 
before the S3^tem of guarantees is brought to an end. 

With regard to the actual figures, as you are aware, there is 
a Royal C ommission sitting at the present time considering 
this very question ; and it would not be reasonable or courteous 
to them that we should lay down the figures in advance of 
their Report. But I will say this : that the Government policy 
is fixed, and that failing a Report from the Commission on this 
point — I do not think we have any reason to anticipate any- 
thing of the kind — the Government must and will act on its 
own responsibility. 

That is the first security the farmer needs if he is to assist 
this National policy. The second security that he needs is, 
that he must be protected against capricious eviction from his 
holding if he is farming well. If he is not farming well, and if 
he is not doing his best by the land, then he is entitled to no 
protection whatsoever ; and he will get neither sympathy nor 
protection from the Board of Agriculture. And I may 
add, he will not get it from his own class either, because 
good farmers are beginning to realise that the greatest 
handicap to them is the slacker who brings discredit on the 
whole industry. But the good tenant must be protected against 
capricious eviction or unreasonable disturbance. , Here I 
know I enter upon a highly controversial question ; and my 
object is, if possible, to try to find some kind of agreed solution. 
The evil cannot be disputed. England is rapidly changing, 
hands. At the present time there are unprecedented sales 
farm holdings, in many cases over the heads of the sitting tenant 
who may have been there for generations. As a result there 
ife a general sense of insecurity creeping into the minds of fanners 
or, at any rate, a feeling which is fatal to any enterprise and 
extension of our arable area. Therefore, that movement of 
sales is becoming injurious to the National interest, and some- 
thing has got to be done ; because if the old beneficent rdation- 
ship between the good landl<H‘d and his good tenant — whhdi, 
in my judgment, was perhaps the finest form of partnendu|p 
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and aeouity "which could be conceived, but which I am afraid, 
ouang to taxation, death duties, and all the financial troubles 
of the time, is rapidly passing away — if that ideal security 
disappears, something has got to take its place. New conditions 
donand new remedies ; and I am quite sure of this, that good 
tmants have no desire whatsoever to be benefited in any way 
which is unfair to the good landlord. They do not wish to see 
a vicious system of dual ownership set up, nor do they ask for 
fixity of tenure at unduly low rents. That is not what they 
are after. What I believe their main requirement, so far as I 
can ascertain, is that they want security for their own capital — 
for what they have put into their holding, whether it be in the 
form of their money or their brains ; and, if it should become 
necessary for them to be displaced, they want to be assured 
that they will receive full and fair compensation for everything 
that they have put in. That, I think, is a reform which must 
be brought about by an amendment of the existing law. The 
existing law is not satisfactory upon that point, and it 
•will have to be strengthened considerably. 

There must also be an obligation on the other side ; that if 
a bad tenant deteriorates a holding and runs it out, he should 
then be called upon to give reasonable compensation to his 
landlord. J know that there I have the best fanning opinion 
with me. The National Farmers’ Union, is advocating a 
reform of that description, which is just as fair to the good 
landlord as the other reform T have mentioned is fair and 
reasonable to the good tenant. 

Then with regard to rents. There are some rents no doubt 
in some parts of England that are too high ; but I venture to 
say there are many more rents, particularly in the south of 
England, which are too low — so low that it is impossible for 
the landoMTier to get such a return upon his capital as will 
enable him to live. In those cases I saj'^ it is necessary that there 
^ould be some recognised form of arbitration open to tenant and 
landlord alike, to which either of them can appeal upon a matter 
of rent, and which will have the power of fixing a rent up or 
down as the justice of the particular case may require. That, 
I think, would be only fair to both sides, and I hope to see such 
a system of arbitration effected by legislation in the near 
future. 

I caimot help feeling that, lyith regard to this very controver- 
sial question, there is so much in agreement among the reason- 
able men on both sides, that I am extremely sanguine of being 
idsie to bring about a friendly solution. But, at any rate. 
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we have got to have a solution. Confidence and a sense of 
security have to be created if the National policy is to proceed. 

Let me repeat that these securities, both with regard to 
guaranteed minimum prices and with regard to tenure, must 
be coupled with a condition that the tenant makes the best 
use of his land. I hope in this connection that we are going 
to have, in permanency, a proper measure of supervision and 
control by our reconstituted County Agricultural Committees, 
who will see that the land within their jurisdiction is used to the 
best advantage. There is no room in the agricultural future for 
the slacker or for the bad tenant, or I may add for the bad 
landlord either. 

There is another question upon which it is essential that 
the farmer should have a feeling of confidence, and that is with 
regard to his labour. I am now touching upon another highly 
controversial question ; but, ladies and gentlemen, I am not 
going to shirk these questions, because T think the time has 
come when wc have to speak out and say what we think. 
I hope in this audience which I am now addressing, 
there are representatives of labour as well as of employers. 
The labour que.stion is the most difficult of all with which 
agriculture is confronted, and yet it is the key of the whole 
situation. I want to make it quite clear that I have the most 
real, I might almost say the most intense, sympathy for the 
position of the agricultural labourer as it has been up to very 
recent times. I think, speaking generally, the conditions under 
which the agricultural labourer has had to live, and the remun- 
eration which he has received in the last few generations, has 
been a scandal and an injurj' to the best interests of 
agriculture. Now the sins of the fathers are being visited upon 
the children, and we undoubtedly have an unhealthy feeling 
of distrust between the employer and the employed which 
cannot be permitted to continue if agricultxu-e is to floiurish, 
and which can do no good to either of them. It must be re- 
moved at all costs. And here I say to the farmers, it is no good 
trying to fight against the increase of the agricultural labourer’s 
wage to a point which will at any rate approximate to the 
wage which is paid to other men in rural industries working 
alongside him. It is no good sa5dng that the agricultural 
labourer must be a sort of class apart and paid less than 
anyone else. He will not stand it ; and there is no reason 
why he should stand it. His unions will grow and agitate 
so long as there is any attempt to make him stand it ; and bn 
the wages question farming will have to be adjusted; and ckn 
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be adjusted, I am convinced, so as to enable it to pay as good 
a wage as is paid to men who, as I say, are working alongside 
the agricultural labourer in the same rural conditions. 

I will also say this, that just as there is a vicious circle of 
prices leading upwards, so there is a vicious circle of prices 
leading downwards. Cheap labour in the past has been the 
result of low and unremunerativc prices, and if you are 
going to have, as I hope you will have in the future, 
Remunerative prices for your produce, it is necessary that 
the labourer should have his share in that upward move- 
ment. The conditions under which he lives need also 
to be bettered. The housing of the labourer in the past has 
too often been a disgrace to this country. It has got to be 
bettered, and we are hoping to assist in that betterment by 
the great housing schemes of the Ministrj^ of Health, and by 
the cottage holdings which we are hoping to institute on a 
large scale throughout the country under our Land Settlement 
Scheme. After all, the possession of a decent cottage and 
a little bit of land on which the man can raise some food in 
his spare time for his own family is no more than any 
human being is entitled to. We must create, if we can. 
a little more human sympathy and understanding between 
employer and employed in these matters. Unless you do that, 
you will not get the co-operation between them, without which 
Agriculture cannot flourish. 

Now, having said that -ifnd I say it, belie\e me. with the 
most genuine sympathy with the conditions in which the 
labourer has been brought up- - 1 say there is something to be 
done on his side also ; and that he must not show’ himself 
unreasonable with regard to the question of his hours of labour. 
There could not be any greater folly than to try and make 
the conditions of agricultural labour coincide with the 
conditions in urban industries. It is physically impossible. 
After all we have to consider the w'eather in farming. 
Factory hands work indoors. It matters not whether 
it is summer or winter. Their w’ork-placc is well lit, and they 
can work exactly the same hours under the same conditions 
whether it be winter pr summer. Agriculture is something 
totally and entirely apart, and every agricultural labourer 
knows in his heart that it is entirely different. All I can 
say is this, that if he succeeds in forcing Parliament 
to make agricultural conditions and hours coincident with 
urban conditions and hours, there is only one inevitable result, 
and that is that nearly every farmer in the country will be 
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driven to lay down his land to grass. He will luive to do 
it for his own existence, and what will be the result ? That 
only one-fifth of the labour will be employed on the land. 
Eight men ont of every ten employed on the land will become 
superfluous, and the labourer will find that he has merdy 
sawn off the bough on which he has been sitting. That is 
sorely not in his interest ; and therefore I do most earnestly 
hope that he will not agitate, nor let those who are speaking 
for him agitate, for the inclusion of Agriculture in the 
Forty-eight Hoiu^ Bill. By a recent decision of the Cabinet. 
Agricultme has been defmitely excluded from the Forty- 
eight Homs Bill. That i.s the Government’s policy, and 
the only way in which it can be changed is by Parliament 
taking the matter out of the hands of the Government 
and passing a Bill in a different sense. I cannot believe 
that that is going to be done. It would be absolutely 
fatal to Agriculture. The Government is willing, and I am 
sme Parliament is willing, to consider any reasonaWe 
amelioration of the labourers’ conditions which can be effected 
through the Agricultural Wages Board, which is an institu- 
tion that has come to stay, however little it is beloved by 
fanners at the present time. But that is the proper body 
to consider these conditions and to settle them. 

I only wish to add that the Board of Agriculture'is as keenly 
solicitous about the welfare of the agricultural labourer as it 
is about the welfare of the farmer or the landowner. The 
Board is not the special guardian of the farmer or the land- 
owner. It has an equal interest in every branch of this great 
industry. Its aim, and my aim, is to try to bring all these 
interests together into harmonious co-operation, because I 
know that in that lies the only possible hope of that increased 
production upon which our National safety depends. 

I am afraid I have detained you a very long time — (" No,” 
and •' Go on ”) ; but perhaps you will allow me to touch upon 
one or two other questions, because I do not want it to be said 
afterwards that 1 shirked this or that question. It is quite 
obvious that I cannot touch upon ever 5 dhing ; but there are 
one or two other points on which I should like to say a word. 

I have been accused, personally, of being indifferent to the 
great live-stock industry of this country — that I am mad 
about the plough and nothing else ! That is ratba* hard upon 
an amateur farmer whose chief personal interest, as a matter 
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of fact, is in his live stock. I have got some very good live 
stock, by the way, and I should not like to adopt any policy 
which was going to be detrimental to it. But what my 
perscmal feeing is does not matter. On the other hand, what 
,the Board of Agriculture is doing in this matter is very im- 
portant indeed, and I may say we are taking an increased 
interest in the prosperity of the live-stock industry. We are 
securing, amongst other things, increased grants for the 
purchase of what are known as Premium Bulls, particularly 
^ose of milk-yielding strains. We are fostering and helping 
to finance Milk Recording Societies all over the country — one 
of the most important reforms that can possibly be introduced, 
because through the operations of the Milk Recording Societies 
the farmer can find out how to increase his production of milk, 
sometimes by as much as from 20 to 50 per cent. We are also 
instituting on similar lines Boar Societies for the improvement 
of pig breeding, in connection with which we hope to give some 
special assistance to the small holder. We are also instituting 
Ram Societies for the improvement of hill sheep. In all those 
matters we are trying to bring about the provision of better 
sires for all classes of live stock, and we are not forgetful of the 
interests of that great National industry, the breeding of 
pedigree stock. In that matter we are starting a new branch 
at the Board of Agriculture, which will be specially charged 
with looking after the interests of exporters of pedigree stock. 
It will be our business to bring the buyer and the seller into 
the closest possible touch, and to conduct propaganda in 
foreign countries pointing out the merits of British breeds. 
Then we are doing what we can to improve our organisation 
for dealing with animal diseases, particularly with swine fever 
and contagious abortion. We are setting up an increased 
staff of experts, and making additional grants for research to 
tackle these diseases, and I would like just to say this with 
regard to the recent outbreaks of foot-and-mouth disease, 
which have been of a very serious character, that whatever 
you may have heard, I can assure you on behalf of the Board of 
Agriculture there has been no relaxation of any kind in our 
precautions and regvilations. There have been no importations 
of any sort or kind of foreign cattle. There has been no 
importation, so far as we know, of any hay ewr other feeding 
stufis. from countries which are affected, and whilst the out- 
breaks have been sedous, 1 think I can assure you there is no 
cause for panic and that the matter is well in hand. 
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There is another great reform in which we axe engaged, in 
conjunction tidth the new Ministry of Transport, and that is 
the provision of increased transport facilities for all classes of 
food producers. We are trying to arrange for more trucks on 
the railways .and lorry services on the roads, and new lines to 
open up districts which are at present badly Served by 
railways. All those things of course must take time, but they 
cannot be successful unless we get the co-operation 8f the 
farmer. He has got to assist by co-operating, by grading and 
packing and delivering his goods in a way which is handy and 
convenient for the transport service. § If he does not do that, 
he will not get any help from the Transport Ministiy, and he 
will not get any help from the Board of Agriculture. I think 
even those who hold out longest are beginni]% to realise the 
vital importance of co-operation in connection with agricul- 
tural prosperity. Co-operation is not a matter of sentiment ; 
it is a matter of hard business. After all you must face this 
fact, that the mass of the people, the consmners, will not 
tolerate prices of food in the future which are brought about 
largely by unnecessary profits to middlemen between the 
producer and the consumer. Unless all unnecessary profits 
are eliminated, both with regard to the requisites that the 
farmer uses and with regard to the prices of his produce, there 
will be a general unrest amongst the consumers which will be 
’very injurious to Agriculture. In fact, the farmers have 
really got to decide whether they are going to co-operate 
amongst themselves, nr whether they are going to allow 
Government control to do it for them. Every kind of un- 
necessary profit must be cut out. When I am informed, as I 
was the other day, that Rhodesian maize, which was paying the 
producer in Rhodesia lOs., was being sold in this country at 
80s., one realises how many profits there had been made on 
the way, many of which must be entirely unnecessary. I am 
glad to think that there have been very great strides made 
in the agricultural co-operative movement during the last 
twelve months, and that one-third of the farmers have already 
joined the co-operative movement. I want to see the other 
two-thirds join as rapidly as possible. After all, co-operation 
cannot succeed without two things ; the first is more capital, 
and the second is a keener sense of loyalty amongst the members 
of the various societie^ There can be no successful business 
without adequate capital or without the support of those 
engaged in the business. I need hardly add, co-operation is 
especially important and necessary for small holders and 
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adlotment holders in connection with the purchase of their 
seeds, fertilisers, and all their other requisites. I would 
especially commend to you the operations of the Agricultural 
Organisation Society. It is doing splendid work, and it only 
requires a little more assistance from the farmers and the small 
holders tb make it one of the greatest mainstays of your 
industry. 

There are many other subjects on which I would have liked 
to speak — ^upon Research and Education especially — but I feel 
I have already detainej^ you too long and I will only say this 
in conclusion. 

I am very proud of my present responsibilities. I am proud 
of the fact that the importance of the Board of Agriculture 
has at last been recognised by its being made a first- 
class office, and being included in the C abinet. I do not 
pretend that I am specially qualified for this position. 
Certainly I have not sought it ; but having accepted it, I 
intend to devote whatever powers I possess to the carrying 
through of this great National policy of increasing our safety 
by making us less dependent upon food supplies from overseas. 
And may I say this ? The peril is not only a peril in war-time : 
there are perils in peace also, as we see from the present Ameri- 
can strike. If we are to be dependent for our food supplies 
upon even such a friendly country as America, how are we going 
to live if the whole of their social system — the transport service 
and ships — are hung up by a railway or a coal strike ? We 
have to be independent of those things if we are to live in 
safety ; and we have also to consider the stability of our 
National finances. At the present time, if we spend £1 
overseas to buy food we only get back 17s. worth; and 
our money goes into the pockets of the foreigner. If we 
grow £1 worth of food in this country, we get a pound’s 
value for it, and the money goes into the pockets of oui* 
own people. 

Now, that is worth considering. At any rate, the Govern- 
ment policy with regard to this matter, which I have sought 
to explain to you this afternoon, is definite and determined. 
It is also a complete and a balanced policy. You have got 
to take all or none of it. It is no use for the farmer, the 
landowner, or the labourer, to think he can just pick out the 
plum that suits him and leave the rest. It all hangs together, 
and is based, believe me, upon no political coasideration 
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whatsoever ; but solely upon viiat we believe is the highest 
National interest. 

At any rate, I to<A office with but one idea, and that was to 
try to administer and to press forward this particular policy. 
Anything or anybody that helps it I will back up and help 
by every means in my power. Anything or anybody that 
hinders it I will fight and oppose by every means . in my 
power. Now that, I think you will agree, is plain speaking. 
I have not come here to administer soothing S5n:up to any 
section of the Agricultural industry. I have come here to 
say plainly what our policy is, and hope at least that you will 
not say that I have not been definite. I have tried *to lay all 
my cards on the table, and, having done so, I feel perfectly 
certain that all sections of the Agricultural industry in Glouces- 
tershire will support me as loyally in the future as th^ have 
done in the past. 

Lord Bledisloe ; Mr. Friday, Ladies and Gentlemen. On 
your behalf, and on behalf of this county, I desire to express 
our most cordial thanks to Lord Lee for coming here to-day, 
and for delivering to us the interesting, stimulating, and, 
above all, courageous speech to which we have just listened. 
My Lord, we are flattered and pleased that you have 
selected the County of Gloucester — no mean county in 
an agricultural sense — ^for your first public pronouncement 
as Minister of Agriculture. You have to-day filled the 
gaps, dotted the i’s, and crossed the t’s of the remarkable 
speech of the Prime Minister on agricultural matters, which 
was delivered in London some three weeks ago — a speech 
remarkable particularly in the fact that a Prime Minister of this 
country for the first time within human memory, came before 
the public and pronounced that he intended to stand or fall 
by a policy which meant the promotion of agricultural interests 
above all other industrial interests in this country. I cannot 
help thinking that that epoch-making speech was largely 
inspired by the courage and enthusiasm of his newly- 
appointed Minister of Agriculture. 

Lord Lee has been very modest — ^much too modest in my 
judgment— -in suggesting that he is not greatly expaienced 
in agricultural matters. At the present crisis in our agri- 
cultural history, there are in my judgment qualifications of 
far greater importance than personal knowledge’ and mq>erienoe 
of agricultural processes. The highest qualification erf all 
{Lord Lee possesses it in a paramount d^ree) is that <rf courage 
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and determination which will induce him to see that this 
promised policy shall be carried out, whatever may be the 
criticisms which may come from short-sighted or urban interests 
in the future ; courage and determination which will see 
that the demands of the Board of Agriculture are not made 
to give place, as they so often have in the past, to the 
demands of other competing Departments. It is this feature 
above all others which has been evidenced in the speech 
to which we have listened this afternoon, and which I think 
will inspire us all with a hope that this, if I may say so, states- 
manlike and great agricultural policy that has now been put 
forward both by the Prime Minister and by the Agricultiual 
Minister, will in fact be carried out to the advantage not only 
of our industry but to the enormous advantage and the increased 
security of the public of this country. 

It is all based, as I understand it, upon security of three 
different kinds : security of tenure — ^and no one grudges a* 
good farmer that ; security of capital, which in my judgment 
is the most important of all if we are going to maintain our 
arable area ; and security of markets, which have got to be 
maintained, my lord, even in face of some criticism from the 
perhaps possibly less far-sighted population of our crowded 
towns. 

With those three elements of security, we have a real promise 
of maintaining the home production of our food at the high 
standard which it has reached during the War, and thereby 
securing the real security of the Nation upon which it ulti- 
mately depends. 

Lord Lee has referred to a great many matters, and I do 
not intend at this hour of the afternoon to follow him ; but he 
suggested one particular proposal which I have no doubt 
will be open to a certain amount of criticism. He says, and 
I think he justly says, that if prices are to be guaranteed for 
agricultural produce, if the agricultural labourer is to continue 
to enjoy a guaranteed minimum wage on a much higher standard 
than he has known in the past, there must be more security 
both to the landlord and to the farmer in the matter of rent ; 
and he suggests that some system of arbitration shall be set 
up to secure that. 

Ladies and Gentlemen, I hope he will be successful in evolving 
some system which will secure fairness between landlord and 
tenant, but which will not lead to a Land Court, and will not 
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lead to dual ownership. {“ Hear, hear," by Lord Lee.) This 
attempt to adjudicate between landlord and tenant has led to 
disastrous results in the sister island of Irdand ; and I hope 
that in working out a scheme involving adjudication upon 
rents, we shall avoid those unfortunate resillts which have 
followed from such attempts in that sister island. 

As regards wages, candidly I have no fear, whatever may be 
the reasonable demands of labour, so long as they do not extend 
to homrs. I have no fear as regards wages if the Government 
really mean — and I believe they do mean — that in assessing 
what shall be guaranteed prices for produce, the whple of the 
cost of production shall be taken into account, which, of 
course, especially means the cost for the time being of labour 
itself. 

I was very glad to hear Lord Lee ask farmers in this county, 
•as elsewhere, to do what they reasonably can to support both 
small holdings, particularly ex-soldiers’ small holdings, and the 
allotment movement. Speaking as now an old-time political 
fighter for your industry I feel, and we have all felt, the political 
weakness of the fact that there are so few people in the boat. 
If we are going to keep that boat afloat, we must have more 
in it ; and even if it means some self-sacrifices, as indeed it does 
on the part of the farmers to supply the wants of the new small- 
holding allotment, it is more than worth their while to meet 
them halfway if it has the effect of increasing the political 
strength of the Agricultural industry. 

May I add one other factor ? If the State is going to put 
on the land of this country a large number of men with limited 
experience and limited capital, they have to see that those 
men do not starve ; and if they see that those men do not starve, 
in my humble judgment it will be the greatest security for the 
larger farmer that he will not stand the chance of starving 
either. 

One word in conclusion. . I do not know what Lord Lee’s 
views may be about Government control. I have done a little 
bit of Government controlling myself. I hate Government 
control, and I hope that at any rate in the matter of 
prices Government control will cease as soon as possible. 
Nothing, in my judgment, tends more to stifle agricultural 
enterprise than the blighting process of Government control 
of prices, and this applies very especially to milk. I do not 
know what my agricultural friends here may think, but 1 
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m5?self believe that if only the Government would leave milk 
alone — and it may possibly apply also to meat — milk would 
be far more plentiful than it is to-day, and possibly be obtain- 
able by the populations of our towns at a lower price. That 
at any rate, my Lord, is my considered judgment, and I am 
pretty certain I am right. 

The vote of thanks was seconded by Mr. Dent Brocklehurst. 
On being put to the meeting it was carried with enthusiasm. 
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AGRICULTURAL TRAMWAYS. 

Many farm tramways have been laid down in parts of 
England where the land is flat, and it is understood that they 
have been a commercial success. A brief description of these 
tramways may, therefore, be of value to farmers who are 
anxious to improve and cheapen their means of transport 
between the land and the main roads, wharves, or railway 
sidings. 

These tramwa}^ consist of a light track, generally laid along 
the edges of the fields. No ballast is required as a rule, but if 
any can be cheaply obtained it may be desirable to use it on 
soft ground. The trucks are drawn by horses. 

The advantages of such tramways will be seen when it is 
reahsed that one horse can haul along the level on rails a load 
of 10 to 20 tons as against lo to 20 cwt. hauled by one hotse 
with a farm cart in ordinary weather on farm roads. Bad 
weather which may prevent hauling on farm roads makes 
little if any difference to hauling on rails. 

A sketch (Fig. 1) shows the style of lay-out recommended. 
On reference to the sketch it will be seen that the line has 
tracks running into all buildings and one to the railway station 
where loading and off-loading to the main-line trucks are 
carried out. Passing places are shown where loading would 
take place, so that any loads in transit can pass without inter- 
fering with the loading work. 

Great care is required in laying out the sidings for tranship- 
ping goods from the tramway to the main line, as a great deal 
of rmnecessary labour can be avoided by adopting a well- 
thought-out plan. Several examples are shown in Figs i, 2 
and 3. 

Fig. 2 shows the simplest and most economical method, 
and allows for separate tracks for loading and discharging 
Fig. 3 shows the detail and elevation. The system shown 
in Fig. I is more costly as regards the construction of the 
main-line siding and allows for only one tramway. Fig. 4 is a 
sketch of a tramway system actually in use on a farm in this 
country. . 

The permanent track used is generally 2 ft. gauge laid with 
rails of 14 lb. or 16 lb. weight per yd., on wooden sleepers. 
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3 ft. to 3 ft. 6 in. long, placed 3 ft. apart. The rails are fixed 
to the sleepers by a single dogspike on each side of the rail, 
and are bolted in the ordinary way with fishplates and 2 bolts 
in each end. 

For a temporary line a track of 9-lb. rails ready made up 
with steel sleepers may be used. Two men can lay 300 or 400 
yd. of track in less than half a day. The usual method of lay- 
ing is to place 10 or 12 lengths on a flat truck and push the 
truck to the spot required. The top two or three are then 
taken off and fixed in position. The truck is then pushed 
forward and the other lengths taken off and laid down, and so 
on until the truck is empty. The method of jointing the 
lengths is very simple. On one end of each, 2 fishplates are 
riveted on, with the ends projecting forklike about 6 in. To 
connect this end with the length already laid, the back end is 
raised about 6 ft. and the forked ends pushed in on either side 
of the laid rail until they pass under the bolt or rivet in the 
other rail. The back end is then lowered and, on reaching the 
ground, becomes locked to the preceding length. 

Unskilled hands with a little guidance and with the use of a 
gauge can lay the track, but the laying of turnouts and sharp 
curves should be supervised by a skilled man, otherwise derail- 
ments will be of frequent occurrence, and the delay and damage 
incurred thereby will cost much more than would be spent in 
paying a skilled man for the short time necessary to set the 
curves and turnouts correctly. 

The best type of wagon to adopt is the 4- wheeled flat wagon 
with roller bearings to the journals. These do not require so 
much attention as do those of the brass-bearing type, and they 
run more easilj'. The floor of the wagon is i ft. 6 in. above the 
rail level, and is 6 ft. 4 in. long and 5 ft. 6 in. wide. A wagon 
of these dimensions will hold 2| tons of sacked potatoes. One 
wagon in every four should have a brake fitted, but there is 
no neccssitj' to adopt the expensive screwed spindle and taut 
arrangement ; the simpler spindle and chain brake are sufficient 
for all requirements. Detachable sides are provided for the 
conveyance of farm produce that is not put up in sacks or 
bags. 

The following table shows the reduction in the load (in tons) 
which it is possible to haul when a gradient is encountered, 
but much depends on the length of the gradients and the curves. 
The figures clearly indicate the importance of keeping gradients 
as low as possible. 
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The figures given are considered the maximam for one 
horse. 



I 

j X 

X 

I 

I 

I 

I 

I 

I 

Level. 

in 

i 

in 

in 

in 

in 

in 

in • 

in 


200 

! 190 

i 

180 

170 

160 

1.50 

140 

150 

I 20 

1 

20 1 

tons 

12 

1 ; 
1 

1 

Hi 

i 

11 

104 

10 

j 10 



i 

1 Oi 

I 

1 9 

net 1 


I 

! 



i 

1 

1 


I 

1 

I 

i 

, 1 

1 

1 I 

I 

I 

I 

I 

in 

in 

in 

Ml i 

in 

i 

in 

in 

in 

in 

no 

100 

C )0 

80 1 

1 

70 

60 


40 


20 

! 

8 

7 i 

1 7 ' 

i 1 

1 1 

6} 

'■ 1 

b 

5 

1 

1 

i • ! 

1 : 

2 i 

i i 

! 


It will be found advantageous when a rise in the ground has 
to be negotiated to take it at an angle, so that the gradient 
of the track is reduced to a minimum. 


THE TESTING OF SEEDS ORDER, 1918. 

The importance of instituting some measure of control over 
the seeds sold in this country has long been recognised. On the 
Continent, in America, and in the Colonies various regulations 
have been in force for a number of years for the purpose of 
preventing the sale of seeds of low vitality and seeds containing 
a dangerous proportion of weeds. The Testing of Seeds 
Order, 1917,* which came into operation on ist January, 
1918, brought the United Kingdom into line with these other 
countries in regard to the State control of seeds for sowing. 

The main object of this Order was to protect the farmer against 
the danger of unknowingly purchasing and sowing seed of 
low vitality or contaminated with noxious weed seeds. No 
attempt is made to force the farmer to use seed of a better 
quaUty than that which he is ready to buy, but the aim is to 
compel the seller to disclose certain essential facts, so that the 
farmer can judge the value of the seed with a fair degree of 
accuracy. 


* iMnted in this Jomnal, December, X917, p. 1031. 
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Most of the leading seedsmen in the country had made it a 
practice, before the Order came into force, to sell their seed on a 
guarantee as to its germination and pxirity, but the Order now 
regularises the guarantee and brings all sellers of seed into 
line with the more advanced and reputable firms. 

The original Order was replaced on 1st July, 1918, by the 
Testing of Seeds Order, 1918,^ which widened the scope of 
the previous Order, and made it applicable to all the principal 
kinds of cereals, grasses, clovers, roots and vegetable seeds. 
It requires that a Declaration as to the percentage of germina- 
tion and purity, presence of injurious weeds and other specified 
particulars, shall be made in writing to the purchaser at or 
before the time of sale or delivery of the seed. 

In the case of cereal seeds the Declaration may be made within 
a month of the delivery of the seed. This concession in regard to 
cereal seeds was found to be necessary to avoid the delay which 
would otherwise have arisen in handling seed for autumn 
sowing. Similarly, towards the close of the 1919 sowing 
season the Board issued a number of special licences authorising 
the delivery in advance of a Declaration in the case of certain 
lots of vegetable and clover seed, the threshing of which had 
been unavoidably delayed, or which had been imported late 
in the season. Otherwise, the making of the Declaration 
before or at the time the seeds to which it refers are 
delivered has been strictly required. 

Despite the extra work entailed at a time when, owing to 
the demands of the Army, their staffs were seriously depleted, 
seedsmen throughout the country have, it is believed, done their 
utmost to carry out the requirements of the Order in its en- 
tirety, and the Board heartily appreciate not only the valuable 
assistance rendered by those representatives of the Seed Trade 
who helped to draft the Order, but also the loyal co-operation 
of the Seed Trade as a whole, without which it would have been 
impossible to administer the Order in a satisfactory manner. 

The Order is acknowledged on all sides to have had 
excellent results. There are indications of a general levelling 
up in the quality of the seed on the market to the high grades 
for which our leading seed firms are justly noted. Such an 
improvement cannot fail to be reflected in the crops produced 
from this seed. The Order has driven off the seed market quan- 
tities of clover seed which, owing to its low germination and 
undue proportion of injurious weeds, had to be disposed of for 
feeding purposes. Grass seed has been sold for poultry feed, 
t Printed in this Journal, July, 1916, p, 477, 
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and large quantities of root seeds have been sold for 
crushing. Had it not been for the Declaration as to quality 
required by the Order, much of this low-grade seed would 
have been thrust on to the unsuspecting farmer for sowing, 
and must have resulted in disappointing crops. 

Farmers should note, however, that this Order not only 
gives them a very important measure of protection against 
purchasing, unsuspectingly, low-grade seed from a seeds- 
man, but requires them also to observe its provisions in trans- 
actions between farmer and farmer. For instance, a farmer 
growing clover for seed must have a sample tested, and make 
the necessary Declaration, in the case of a sale of this seed to 
another farmer, l^arge quantities of seed, particularly cereal 
and clover seed, are sold by one farmer to another, and as few 
farmers have the machinery and appliances commonly used 
by all up-to-date seedsmen for cleaning and grading seed, it 
naturally follows that these transactions are responsible for 
the spread of a large proportion of injurious weeds, which, 
in the aggregate, cause an enormous annual loss to the farming 
community. hen it is considered that i per cent, of European 
Dodder in one pound of Clover seed represents some 18,000 
seeds of this weed, it will be realised how necessary it is to be 
sure that the seed is properly cleaned before it is sown. Un- 
fortunately, the germination of noxious weed seeds is usually 
high, often higher than that of the sample containing them. 
If, for example, a mixture of 20 lb. of Rye-grass and 10 lb. of 
Red Clover, contaminated with only 2 per cent, of injurious 
weed seeds, were sown to the acre, and if only half of these 
seeds germinated, and again if only half of those which germina- 
ted produced plants, the result would be that 14 weeds would 
be introduced into every square yard of the field. 

Under the Order it is necessary for the farmer or the seedsman, 
when selling seed, to declare the presence of noxious weeds if 
they are present to an extent of more than i per cent. 

Admlnlstratloii of the Ordor.— Whilst the Testing of Seeds 
Order was issued under the authority of the Food Controller, 
the duties of administration, so far as England and 
Wales are concerned, have been vested in the Board of 
Agriculture and Fisheries. The system of inspection adopted 
in connection with the enforcement of the Order consists in 
visiting markets, the premises of seed merchants and of farmers 
who have seed for sale, etc. The main purpose of these visits 
is to give information as to the requirements of the Order, to 



8i4 ‘ 1 'kb Tsstikg of Ssez>s C^ei^ 19x8. [sroy,, 

ascertain vt^iether the Oder is beii^ complied with, and to 
draw control samples, which are forwarded to the Official 
Seed Testing Station in order to check the particulars 
declared by the seller. 

Up to 31st July, 1919, some 2,450 seed firms had been visited, 
many of them on two or three occasions. Appreciation 
of the assistance given by Inspectors in explaining the Oder 
is frequently expressed by the firms visited ; in no case has 
any serious difficulty been met in connection with the 
taUng of control samples. 

The number of control samples taken during the ,191 8- 191 9 
season has been as follows ; — 

285 samples of root seeds. 

330 clover 

320 .. .• grass „ 

23 .. field 

22 „ cereal 

449 „ „ vegetable „ 

Total 1,637 

In addition to the above, some 2,20*'' small packets of seed 
have been obtained by the Board’s Inspectors in connection 
with a special inquiry into the quality of seed sold inthismanner. 

All the samples drawn from bulks by officiarsamplers are 
sent to the Official Seed Testing Station for check tests to be 
made, for comparison with the particulars declared by the 
person on whose premises the sample was drawn. 

When the Order first came into force, the Board gave an 
undertaking that, with a view to allowing seedsmen ample 
time to become acquainted with the new regulations, and to 
make the necessary arrangements to meet the extra clerical 
work involved by the Declarations, the Order would not 
be administered in a penal fashion for the first j^ear or so. 
Acting on this pledge, no attempt has been made by the Board 
to institute legal proceedings for breaches of the regulations. 

In any case where it has been found that the Order was not 
being observed, the attention of the seedsman in question has 
been drawn to the fact, and, so far as it is possible to ascertain, 
this has be.en sufficient to cause the particular omission to be 
rectified. Similarly, in any case where the results of the 
official tests on control samples have differed considerably 
from the seedsman’s Declaration, the matter has been taken 
up with the firm concerned. 
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Of the 1,637 control samples, only 88, or about 5 per cait., 
gave results which showed the Declarations to be radically 
wrong. These comprised 4 samples of root seeds, 39 of clover. 
31 of grass, and 14 of vegetable seeds. 

In most cases, as soon as the discrepancy Avas brought to 
the notice of the firms concerned the seed was either withdrawn 
from sale or returned to the wholesaler, or the Declaration 
was corrected to correspond with the result of the official test. 

A difficulty to be reckoned with in comparing the results 
of check tests on control samples is the practical impossibility 
of making a perfect mixture of seeds, so that every hundred 
seeds will contain the same number of dead seeds or weed seeds. 
Specified margins of latitude are set out in the^Order to cover 
these discrepancies, and detailed particulars are given as to the 
method of drawing a proper sample. This is sufficient in 
cases where the bulk of the seed is fairly pure and the majority 
of the seeds are viable, but where the bulk varies in quality 
the possibility of error increases in like proportion. 

An interesting case of this kind occurred early in the current 
year. Ofiicial tests on a control sample of Rye-grass seed taken 
on the premises of a retail seedsman gave an average germina- 
tion of 38 per cent., as against the retailer’s Declaration of 
92 per cent. When this discrepancy was brought to his notice, 
the retailer returned the seed to the wholesale merchant from 
whom he purchased on a guarantee that it would grow 92 per 
cent . The wholesaler then protested that the figure he declared 
was the accurate result of a test carried out in August, 1918, 
and, furthermore, that tests made since the seed had been 
returned by the retailer gave an average germination of 72 
per cent. Control samples taken from each of the bags re- 
maining unsold showed, however, that the seed was of a very 
uneven quality, the germination of the various bags ranging 
frtBn 74 per cent, down to 14 per cent. Had it not been for 
the activity of the official sampler in this case, it would have 
resulted in a farmer purchasing a quantity of this seed on a 
Declaration that it germinated 92 per cent., whereas in certain 
cases it would have only grown 14 per cent. 

The plea put in by many retailers when an inaccuracy in 
their Declaration has been pointed out to them is that they 
were repeating the Declaration of the wholesader from whom 
they purchased the seed in question, and that they considered 
that any action taken by the Board diould be directed to the 
whtdesakr. The Order requires that in the case of a sale of 
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seeds certain specified particulars must be correctly declared 
by the seller. The responsibility as to the accuracy of the 
Declaration in the case of a retail sale therefore rests with 
the retailer. In practice the particulars given by the wholesaler 
are frequently relied on and repeated by the retailer, but in his 
own interests it is advisable that the retailer should check the 
accuracy of these particulars by having tests made on his own 
behalf. The Declaration given by the wholesaler is probably 
accurate at the time he delivers the seed to the retailer, but 
it would obviously be unfair that the responsibility as to the 
continued accuracy of his Declaration should hold good 
indefinitely after the seed has passed out of his control. 

Some of the points in the Order which are most frequently 
misunderstood are covered below. 

Daolaratloii required in the Caae of “ Mlxturee.” — ^When selling 
seed “ mixtiu'es,” particularly such a mixture as Alsyke and 
White Clover, seedsmen sometimes declare the germination of 
the whole only. It should be noted, however, that this is 
permissible only in the case of a blend of the same varieties : 
for instance, in a blend of Chilian, English and French Red 
Clover, provided the different countries of origin are stated, 
particulars as to percentage of germination, etc., may be 
given in respect of the blend as a whole. In all other cases of 
mixtures of grasses and clovers, however, the* particulars 
required by the Order must be declared in respect of each kind 
of seed in the mixture, and the proportion by weight of each 
must also be stated. 

Deolaratiun required In the Caee ef Seede expeeed for Sale. — One of 

the most frequent breaches of the Order up to the present has 
been the omission to display the necessary particulars on seeds 
exposed for sale. The general excuse is ignorance of this 
requirement of the Order, but it is difficult to believe that any- 
one who is carrying out the more troublesome task of making 
the necessary Declaration in the case of a sale should be 
unmindful of the need to label the seeds exposed in his shop. 
In some cases seedsmen have assumed that seeds shown as 
‘ ‘ shop window dressing ’ ’ are not covered by the Order. Unless 
a clear indication to the contrary is given it would be held that 
these seeds were exposed for sale, and,, therefore, that the 
particulars required by the Order should be displayed in 
connection with them. 

It should also be noted, in this connection, that the mere 
production for inspection of the particulars necessary under 
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the Ord«r is not a compliance with the (hrder in the case of a 
sale, and that something in the nature of an invoice is required 
to connect the particulars with the article sold. 

W e iKw ai T M ity iStaHM. — The attention of the Seed Trade has 
been called to the apparent contradiction of the terms of the 
Declaration required under the Order, which occurs when 
seedsmen print on their invoices, billheads, etc., the so-called 
“ non-warranty clause.” The following amended form of 
words, has, however, now been suggested by the Agricultural 
Seed Trade Association, and accepted by the Board ; — 

" Messrs. give no warranty, express 

" or imphed, as to description, quality, productiveness, 
“ or any other matter, beyond the analysis required in 
" accordance miih the Testing of Seeds Order, 1918, of any 
" seeds they send out, and the seller will not be in any 
” way responsible for the crop. If the purchaser does not 
accept the goods on these terms they are at once to be 
returned.” 

NMM and Addr«M of Mller or mail Paokats af tead.— Some mis- 
apprehension has arisen in this connection, but it should be 
understood that the intention is that small packets of seed 
should bear the name and address of the seller. Whether the 
name and address is that of the wholesaler or the retailer is, 
however, immaterial. 

Oaolaratlon of Data of Toot — ^According to the Order, the date 
of the test need not necessarily be declared if it has been carried 
out within six months of the sale of the seed. If, however, seed 
is sold more than six months after a test, the month and year 
of the test must be declared, or, alternatively, a retest must 
be carried out. 

In order to obviate the necessity of a seedsman keeping track 
•of a particular parcel of seeds, so that he may not sell on a more 
than six months’ old test without declaring this fact, it is 
suggested that the form of words used might be ” tested since 
September, 1919,” or whatever the month in which seedsmen 
•commence testing. 

Retailers who base their own Declaration on the Declaration 
supplied by the wholesaler from whom they purchase the seed 
4 ure advised to ascertain the date of the wholesaler’s test ; 
•otherwise they may be basing their Declaration on a test more 
-than six months’ old. 

l e lsrat la B la ta aa t wliara Eaatf la iMlaw the Standard apaolftod 
•tethdOmart hat uMlrin tha Maivln af LMHada laM dawn.— Cases have 
•haen brought to the notice ot the Board where a sample of 

K 
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seed has been declared to be " at or above the standard of 
germination specified in the Testing of Seeds Order,” when, in 
fact, the test showed it to be below that standard, but within 
the margin of latitude laid down in the Order. The purpose 
of the ” margin of latitude ” is to allow for a reasonable 
discrepancy between tests made on different samples of the 
same bulk, and cannot properly be taken advantage of in 
the above circumstances. 

importwl SooiL— It should be understood that the Order 
applies to imported as well as home-grown seed, and that the 
importer is responsible for having imported seed tested, and for 
making a Declaration as to the percentage of germination, 
purity, etc., at the time of sale or delivery. It sometimes 
happens that the importer wishes to sell and deliver a parcel 
of imported seed direct from the port of arrival to a number 
of purchasers. If he can show adequate reason for not 
having this seed tested before it is despatched, the Board will 
be prepared to issue him a licence on certain conditions, authori- 
sing him to deliver in advance of the necessary Declaration. 

“Mart" taad, — It is found necessary from time to time to 
draw seedsmen’s attention to the fact that the percentage of 
” hard ” seed must be declared separately from the percentage 
of seeds which germinate during a germination t?st. 

Some seedsmen make it a practice when sending out " offers ’ ’ 
of seed for sale to include “ hard ” seed in what is described as 
the "germinative value,” but bring themselves within the law 
by stating the percentage of " hard ” seed separately when a 
sale is effected. This procedure is clearly most undesirable 
and misleading. 

Small Packet Inquiry.— A special inquiry regarding the smalt 
packet trade has been conducted during the past season. 
Some 2,200 packets have been collected by the Seed Inspectors 
and forwarded to the Official Seed Testing Station for examina- 
tion and testing. 

The practice of some firms of selling quantities of small 
packets outright leads in many cases to the seed being kept 
over for a year or more by the retailers, sometimes under most 
unsuitable conditions, with the result that considerable 
deterioration takes place. In several instances old packets 
have been purchased by Inspectors and found on testing 
to germinate below 10 per cent. Some packets have proved 
to contain dead seed only. When the Order is revised, it is 
jlroposed to require the date on which the seed was packed 
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to be stamped on the packet, and it is hoped in this way to 
prevent the sale of old and useless seed. 

Apart, however, from old seed, the results of the inquiry 
show a wide variation in the quality of the seeds put up by 
the firms which make a speciality of this class of trade. 

The following is a summary of the results of tests carried out 
on packets of seed supplied by seven firms of packeters. As 
the past season was the first in which the packet trade has 
been subjected to an investigation, it might be unfair to give 
the names of the firms concerned. 

It should be mentioned that the percentage of germination 
was marked on a very small proportion of the packets examined, 
so that the majority were sold under an implied guarantee 
that the seed was above the standard specified in the 
Order. 


Firm. 

1 

! Number of 

1 Packets 

1 tested. 

Percentage 
above 
Standard . 

IVrcentage 
below 
Standard 
but above 
two -thirds. 

Percentage 

below 

two -thirds of 
Standard. 


1 


Per cent. 

Per cent. 

Per cent. 

A 

i 

• 1 

295 

I 73*9 

22*7 1 

I " 3*4 

B 

• 1 

124 

78*2 

9*0 

12*8 

C 

1 

103 

79*6 

16-5 

3*9 

D 

. 1 

50 

88*0 

6*0 I 

1 6*0 

E 

, ! 

31 

i 54*8 

32*2 

13*0 

F 

. 1 

56 

76-8 

19*6 

1 3*6 

G 

• 1 

53 

i 79-2 

9-4 1 

II *4 


The results of the inquiry as they affect some of the principal 
seeds are given in the following statement, from which it will 
be seen that a material proportion of the parsnip, onion, and 
carrot seed germinated below two-thirds of the standard. 






' I^crcentage 

i 

Percentage 


No. of 

Standard 


below 

Kind of Seed. 

Packets 

specified 

up ro ana 

Standard 

two-thirds 


tested. 

in Order. 

above 

but above 

of 




Standard . 

two-thirds. 

Standard. 




Per cent. 

Per cent. 

Per cent. 

Turnip 

112 

80 

90*4 

-7 

1 9*9 

Carrot 

203 

60 

79-8 

13*8 

1 6*4 

Parsnip 

106 

50 

63-2 

1 8*0 

1 18*8 

Onion . . 

190 

65 

60-4 

22*1 

1 8*5 

Beet . . 

126 

100 

j 7^'7 

24*6 i 

f 4*7 

Cabbage 

165 

75 

i 73*3 

22*4 

4*3 

Broccoli 

93 

75 

75*3 • 

22*6 

2*1 

Cauliflower . . 

76 

70 

71*0 

25*0 

4*0 


3 K 3 
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It is proposed to continue the inquiry into the x>a<cket trade 
during the forthcoming season, and, in addition to testing the 
germination of the seed, it is intended to tabulate the quantity 
of seed contained in the packets. Considerable variation in the 
quantity of a particular variety of seed put up at a uniform 
price by various firms was noticeable during the recent inquiry, 
but pressure of work would not permit these variations to 
be checked and tabulated. 

TMtbig of Seeds In the Future. — ^The Testing of Seeds Order is 
one of the measures passed under the Defence of the Realm 
Regulations, and as it is desirable that provisions on these 
lines should be made permanent, steps are being ‘taken to 
introduce legislation for this purpose. A draft of the proposed 
Act is now being prepared by the Board in consultation 
with leading representatives of the Seed Trade of the United 
Kingdom. It is, however, unlikely that the Act will come 
into operation before the ist August, 1920, and it is, therefore, 
proposed that the existing Order shall remain operative 
throughout' the 1919-20 season. 
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THE 

AMMONIUM POLYSULPHIDE WASH. 

J. Vargas Eyre, E. S. Salmon, and L. K. Wormald, 

Research Department, South-Eastern Agricultural College, Wye, Kent. 

In previous communications* the writers have pointed 
out that the ammonium polysulphide wash, used with a 
soft-soap solution, is efficacious against*' powdery mildews” 
{Erysiphacees) . It is particularly useful for spraying parts of 
plants, such as fruits, since it leaves, on drying, no visible 
deposit ; it is consequently valuable for protecting ripening 
dessert gooseberries from the American Gooseberry Mildew. 

As the result of investigations carried out over, a number of 
years in the Research Department of the South-Eastern 
Agricultural College, at Wye, it has been found that the 
fungicidal strength of the ammonium polysulphide wash can 
be accurately determined by ascertaining the percentage of the 
polysulphide sulphur that it contains. The concentrated solu- 
tion recommended in the last notef contained 13 0 per cent, 
of polysulphide sulphur ; diluted for use as a summer wash at 
the rate of i part to 99 parts of water, the percentage of poly- 
sulphide sulphur would be 0-136. Further experiments, how- 
ever, have shown that o-ii per cent, polysulphide sulphur is 
fimgicidal. 

Continued investigations during the winter of 1918-19 
resulted in the discovery of a method of making a stable con- 
centrated solution containing as much as 21-9 per cent, of 
polysulphide sulphur. Theoretically, such a solution, when 
diluted I part to 199 parts of water (and thus containing o-ii 
per cent, of polj^ulphide sulphur), should prove fungicidal for 
the " powdery ” conidial stage of mildews. In a number of 
experiments with the conidial stage of the Hop Mildew 
[Spharotheca Humuli [DC.] Burr.), the details of which will 
be given elsewhere, it was actually found that this was the 
case. 

It may be pointed out, therefore, that there now exist three 
formulae by which the concentrated ammonimn polysulphide 
solution can be made, viz., the one given in 1916!, which can 
be diluted i in 20 ; the “ A.P.S., 19x8,”]; to be diluted i in 100. 

• See thte Journal, Febru-suy, 1916, p. 1118. and March, I 9 i 9 i P* > 49 +. 

t „ „ February, 1916, p. 1118. 

t „ ., March, i9i9, p. 1496. 
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and the “ A.P.S., 1919 ” (given below), to be diluted i in 200. 
It must be left to the manufacturer, working under factory 
conditions, to choose the one which is most economical, or 
possibly to find one capable of still greater dilution. A guarantee 
of the percentage of polysulphide sulphur which the diluted wash 
contains {which should be o'li per cent.) should be obtained by 
the purchaser from the manufacturer,* 

For details as to the manner of using the ammonium poly- 
sulphide wash, reference may be made to the article by the 
writers published in the issue of this foumal in March last 
(P- 1494 )- 

“A.P. 8 ., 1819."— This solution was prepared in the following 
manner : A current of sulphuretted hydrogen gas was passed 
through a mixture of 1000 cc. of strong ammonia solution 
(sp. gr. — o-88o), 300 cc. of distilled water and 400 grams of 
flowers-of-sulphur, until aU the sulphur was dissolved. The 
flask containing the mixture was occasionally shaken, and at 
the end of 46J hours all the sulphur was in solution. The 
specific gravity of the dark red liquid formed was 1-024 at 
12° C. and the volume 1515 cc. To this liquid 250 cc. of strong 
ammonia solution (sp. gr. o-88o) were added and the resulting 
fluid formed the stock solution A.P.S., 1919. 

The total sulphur present in this solution was 4 ound to be 
28-4 per cent., of which 6-5 per cent, was present as sulphide- 
sulphur and 21-9 per cent, as polysulphide sulphur. The 
solution contained 19-6 per cent, ammonia (NHj), and the 
sp. gr. was I -018 at 12° C. 

Dilution.— To prepare the diluted wash from the stock solu- 
tion, 5 lb. of soft soap are dissolved in 99J gal. of water, 
and into this soap solution | gal. of stock solution A.P.S., 
1919, is mixed by stirring. In this manner 100 gal. of wash 
are prepared, ready for use, containing 0-5 per cent, of soft 
soap. Two applications should be given, at an interval of a 
week or ten days. 


♦ It may be mentioned here that the diluted wash of the 1916 formula 
contains only 0*075 per cent, polysulphide sulphide ; since, however, washes 
containing o*n per cent, polysulphide sulphur have been used in subsequent 
experiments to a greater extent and under more diverse circumstances, it 
seems advisable to take the percentage o*ir as the requisite amount of poly- 
sulphide sulphur in the diluted wash. 
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Beach leaf-curl has been known in Britain for upwards of 
a century, and in certain seasons proves very destructive to 
peaches and nectarines and, more rarely, 

Feaeh Leaf-Curl, to almonds. It occurs constantly where 
these plants are grown in the open, but is 
much less prevalent on trees grown under glass. The disease 
is by no means confined to this country, but is found in all parts 
of the world, occurring almost wherever the peach and its allies 
are grown. 

Daaorlptlon of Symptoms. — ^The disease appears in the spring 
shortly after the leaves begin to emerge from the bud. The 
leaf-blade becomes thickened and puckered along the mid -rib, 
causing the leaf to become curled and twisted. The diseased 
part remains yellowish in colour with a tinge of red in it. As 
the leaves become older, this curling and crumpling of their 
surface becomes more pronounced; tlieir substance becomes 
fleshy and the coloration darker ; finally the upper surfaces of 
the diseased leaves become covered with a delicate silvery bloom, 
due to the fungus passing into its spore-bearing stage. Affected 
leaves finally die and drop from the tree, and in severe cases 
the entire tree may become defoliated. New sets of leaves, 
however, usually develop and replace those which have 
fallen. 

The fungus not only attacks the leaves but also invades 
the young shoots and, more rarely, the flowers and fruits. 
Young shoots infected with the fungus become swollen and 
twisted and the diseased leaves usually form a tuft on a stunted 
shoot owing to the internodcs failing to elongate. 

In winter, symptoms of ftmgal activity are visible on the 
young growth, brown patches being present here and there ; 
these patches increase in size, urftil finally the whole length of 
the lateral beyond this point withers and a number of dead 
ends are left. 

The injury caused by the disease consists not only in the dis- 
tortion of the leaves and premature defoliation but in the drop- 
ping of the fruit at an early stage and the strain on the tree 
due to the development of a second crop of leaves. In the 
case of nursery stock, consecutive attacks for three or four 
seasons usually kill the tree or stunt its growth to such an extent 
that it is practically valueless. 

Caiwa of the Oloomoo. — Leaf-curl is caused by the attack 
of a fungus Exoascus deformans. The fungus enters the young 
leaves early in the spring when the buds are just commeJicing 
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to expand. The mycelram (or system of fine fungus threads) 
develops between the cdls of the leaf, robWng them <rf nourish* 
ment, destroying the green colouring matter and causing the 
leaf to become deformed. 

After a time the fungus mycelium forms a layer just beneath 
the skin of the leaf, and from this layer a number of spore-sacs 
(termed asci) are developed ; it is their presence which causes 
^e silvery bloom upon a diseased leaf. Within each of these 
spore-sacs eight spores are produced, and these spores usually 
bud off a number of .secondary spores, all of which are capable 
of germination and reproducing the disease when they are 
liberated and fall upon a fresh leaf. The spores are^roduced 
in great abundance upon the diseased leaves during the spring 
and early summer. 

eomimnoMMnt vf Attaok In Spring. — It was long believed 
that the fungus mycelium hibernated in the tissues of affected 
shoots and during the succeeding spring grew up into the ex- 
panding leaflets and produced disease. Later observation, how- 
ever, has shown that this is of comparatively rare occurrence. 
Such facts as are at present available tend to show that fresh 
infection of the leaves in the spring always takes place by means 
of spores which have lain dormant during the intervening 
months, entangled among the scales upon the buds. 

The establishment of a new outbreak of disease by these 
spores is intimately connected with the weather conditions 
which prevail at the time. Cold, wet weather, just when the 
leaves are expanding, causes them to become abnormally 
gorged with water and much more susceptible to,an attack 
by the fungus. It is a widely observed fact that leaf-curl is 
very much less prevalent in a uniformly warm and dry spring, 
and it has also been noticed that where infection has occurred 
a return of warm, dry weather, or even the occurrence of a hot, 
dry wind, will check the development of the fut^s within 
the tissues. Peach trees planted near large expanses of water, 
where the atmosphere is moister and cooler than elsewhere, 
have been found to be especially liable to the disecise. 

Control. — Leaf -curl may be very effectually controUed by 
thorough spraying with either Bordeaux or Burgundy mixture. 
It is essential, however, that the spray be applied before the 
buds begin to swell in the spring. This time will range between 
the middle or latter part of February and the beginning of March, 
according to the locality and the nature of the season. A 
Burgundy mixture of the following composition has been used 
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Frith excellent results at the Royal Horticultural Society 
Gardens, Wisley* ; — 

Copper sulphate, 2J lb. 

. Sodium carbonate, af lb. 

Water, 12 gai.-f 

The copper sulphate (98 per cent, purity) and the sodium 
carbonate should be dissolved in separate wooden vessels, and 
when completely dissolved, mixed together. | One spraying, 
just before the buds open, is usually sufficient, but a second 
spraying gives additional assurance of success. Great care 
shovdd be taken to ensure that the buds are completely coated 
with a film of the mixture. Before spraying, all dead twigs 
and any obviously diseased shoots should be cut away. 


{This note is also issued as Leaflet No. 120. Copies may be 
obtained gratis and post free on application to the Secretary, 
Board of Agriculture and Fisheries, 3, St. James’s Square, 
Westminster, London, S.IF. i.) 


♦ See Horne, A. S,, Jour, Roy. Hori, See., Vol. XLI. (1915), pp. 110-H4, 
t If a small quantity of the mixture is required the proportions would 
be : — 

Copper sulphate, gf 02. 

Sodium carbonate, iz oe. 

Water, 3 gai. 

t For fuller details regarding the methods of preparing Burgundy or 
Bordeaux mixtures, see Leaflet No. 23. Copies maybe obtained gratis and 
post free on application to the Board. 
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The work of the Rothamsted Experimental Station in the 
investigation of problems having a scientific bearing on agricul* 
ture is well known. Rothamsted has 

^*J^»^‘iu***^*’*f*i** acquired a reputation throughout the 

BrpwinwBlalStatioii. contnbutions m the matter 

of research work, especially in regard to 
soil and plant nutrition problems. Recognition of the value of 
this work is shown in the extension and improvement of the 
laboratory equipment of the Station, which has recently been 
imdertaken. This should help considerably in increasing the 
usefulness of the already valuable work which is being done. 
The new laboratories were opened on 20th October, in the 
presence of a large number of agriculturists and scientific 
men. 

The opening ceremony was performed by the Parliamentary 
Secretary to the Board of Agriculture and Fisheries (Sir 
Arthur Griffith- Boscawen). In the course of his remarks 
the chairman (Professor H. E. Armstrong) said that 
Rothamsted has been known throughout the world as the heAd 
centre of scientific inquiry into the problems of agricultural 
practice. The absolute dependence of cereals on nitrogenous 
manures was first established there and wheat had been grown 
continuously on the same land, on the far-famed experimental 
plots, since 1843, a period of 76 years. Hence it is now the 
Mecca of agricultural pilgrims. The first laboratory was a 
converted barn ; this was in use from 1843 until 1854. The 
work done by Lawes and Gilbert during this early period was 
so obviously to the benefit of agriculture that the farmers of 
England subscribed funds for the erection of a proper laboratory. 
This was built in 1853-54, and occupied the site of the new budd- 
ing declared open that day. The total cost of the improve- 
ments had been £ 26 , 000 . No less than 10,000 was collected 
in public subscriptions from farmers and their friends. The 
Board of Agriculture gave generous assistance by granting 
an equal sum from the Development Fund. The remaining 
£ 6,000 was given by private donors. Most fortunately, the 
tvork was completed before the recent rise in prices ; at a 
conservative estimate it could not be done now for less than 
£6o,cco. The Trust Committee was greatly indebted to the 
Director of Rothamsted, Dr. E. J. Russell. Fortunately, by. 
a recent decision of the Board of Agriculture, a new department 
of plant pathology, including entomologyhad been placed under 
the control of the Lawes Trust. The workers were to find 
temporary accommodation in the new laboratories with which 
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they were concerned that day, but plans for a special building 
for the new department were under consideration, and it was 
hoped that this would be erected at an early date . Rothamsted 
would, therefore, afford very special opportunities, and should 
take high rank in the future, not only as a centre of advanced 
scientific inquiry but as a post-graduate training school for 
leaders of agricultural practice. His personal opinion of the 
future of British agriculture was that it lies in milk and meat. 
We were only beginning to appreciate the vast importance to 
the nation of a full supply of pure milk, fresh and undiluted, 
and, therefore, it would be impossible to deal with the problems 
of agriculture without, at the same time, considering both 
animal and vegetable nutrition. If we were to produce crops 
of maximum value as foodstuffs, we must be free to study their 
effects on animals — if only in memory of the immortal service 
to mankind rendered by Sir John Lawes. 

Sir Arthur Grifi&th-Boscawen then proceeded to of)en the 
laboratories. During the War, he said, the Government 
had realised the national importance of agriculture, and 
he knew that it was the intention of Government and the 
Prime Minister that agriculture should not be neglected in 
the future as in the past. There were several ways in 
which the Government could help them. They could assist 
agriculture by guaranteed prices over a period of years, 
by better transport, improved methods of organisation, 
co-operation in marketing, and buying in bulk ; but one un- 
controversial way was by the application of greater scientific 
knowledge to agriculture. It was this knowledge they wished 
to see carried through, so that even if the Government and 
Parliament did not treat agriculture as they should, by such 
institutions as Kothamsted knowledge would be disseminated 
throughout the agricultural world. The State was now 
spending quite a respectable sum in agricultural education and 
research, and we had now a far better system of agricultural 
education and research than ever before. Experts were ad- 
vising farmers, and farm institutes and colleges where scientific 
knowledge could be acquired had been established. Demonstra- 
tion farms were largely increasing, and were of the greatest 
value, because they proved on strict and commercial lines the 
value of the new processes. The British farmer was rather a 
conservative person, and unless he was shown that “ there was 
money in it ” he was apt to be sceptical. But the fountain 
head of the whole thing was the research station, and it should 
be remembered that the new laboratory to be opened that 
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afternoon was only leading up to another building ydiere 
important fundamental work on plant pathology would be 
carried through. 


NMrt at lmm.— This is the time for putting on Ume. The 
need is in many cases great ; evidence on this point is accumu- 
lating from all parts of the country. This 
, Krtas on Kanoreo jg essentially one of the problems that may 
„ , „ . .be better solved by a co-operative society 

Experimental Station. by individual farmers, and un- 

doubtedly it would be a wise "Step for 
farmers’ clubs and unions to devote some of their activities 
to work in this direction. 

The following is a t3^ical case with which we have been called 
upon to deal during the past month. A farmer who had 
always been in the habit of doing his land well and obtaining 
good crops, wrote to say that he had suffered loss on his seeds 
crop (grass and clover mixture) through giving top-dressings 
of sulphate of ammonia to the wheat in which the seeds were 
sown. Being anxious to continue the use of sulphate of ammonia 
for wheat, and knowing by experience that satisfactory in- 
creases in the wheat crop were obtained thereby, he asked 
whether there was any means of avoiding injury to the seeds, 
which, naturally, he could not afford to incur. The sulphate 


of ammonia had been applied in the second or third week in 
March, and the seeds (a two-years mixture) sown at the end of 
AprU. On another part of the farm, however, there had been 


no such trouble, and the application of sulphate of ammonia 
to the wheat had not depressed the growth of the seeds mixture. 

Inquiry showed that the wheat crop, while good, had not 
been sufficiently dense to smother the young seeds, as has 
sometimes been the case in our experience. Examination of 
the soil was therefore made. It was found that the part of the 
land where the seeds had failed was acid ; the part where they 
had succeeded was not acid. Now it is known that sulphate 
of ammonia is injurious to certain crops on acid soils, .though 
it does no injury, but, on the contrary, has bendidal ^ects, 
on neutral soils. Among the crops most affected on acid sols, 
are clover, turnips, and barley. 

Further inquiry has shown that the trouble is not uncommon, 
and that attempts to increase the com crop by spring dressings- 
of sulphate of ammonia may be injurious to the seeds mixture- 
if the soil is acid. 



1919*] Notbs (W Manures. 829 


Fortunately the remedy is quite clear, A dressing of lime 
or of ground limestone must be applied. Without examination 
it is impossible to say exactly how much is needed in each par- 
ticular case. Farmers fearing trouble in this direction would 
<io well to communicate direct with the Agricultural Organiser 
of the county in which they reside, and wherever the trouble is 
at all widespread they should consider the possibility of forming 
a liming society, whose business it would be to organise the 
examination of the soils, the purchase and distribution of the 
lime or limestone, etc. Where there is any danger of acidity, 
nitrate of soda or nitrate of lime is a better agent to use as a 
top-dressing for com in which seeds are sown. 

Nttrat* tit Soita. — There is now much better prospect of 
obtaining nitrate of soda than there has been for many months. 
Arrangements have been made whereby some 50,000 tons of 
nitrate of soda will be available for British farmers during the 
coming season at a price of £20 to £22 per ton according to 
locality, this price comparing favourably v'ith that at which 
sulphate of ammonia can be obtained. 'I'he quantity is some- 
what less than was consumed in pre-war days, but it is vastly 
in excess of anything the farmer has been able to obtain during 
the War. 

In addition to the natural nitrate there is now the likelihood 
of obtaining artihcial nitrate of soda of 96 to 97^ per cent, 
purity from Norway. So far as we are aware none of this 
is coming over at present, but the material can be made. 

Quality of Basle Slaar.— Numerous inquiries are made as to 
the difference in value of the different grades of basic slag. 
There are three distinct t5q>es of slag, which must on no 
account be confused : — 

1. Bessemer slag containing pho.sphoric acid equivalent 

to 40 per cent, or more of tricalcic phosphate, 
largely soluble in 2 per cent citric acid ; usuaUy 80 
per cent, of the total is guaranteed soluble. 

2. B^ic “ open-hearth ’’ slag containing less phosphoric 

acid, equivalent to 15 to 31 per cent, of tricalcic 
phosphate, largely soluble (80 per cent.) in 2 per cent, 
citric acid, the first pourings being richer than the last. 

3. Basic " open-hearth ” slag made by the use of lime and 

fluorspar, containing as much phosphate as the poorer 
grades of the preceding class, but only slightly soluble 
(20 per cent, or less) in 2 per cent, citric acid. 

The first of these types, the Bessemer slag, is the material 
which ftH* many 3%ars was well known to agriculturists as one 
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of the most effective of fertilisers for pasture land. The second 
and third types have come into prominence in recent years, 
and especially during the War, as the result of changes in the 
method of making steel. At first sight they are not very promis- 
ing agriculturally, bnt field experiments have shown that they 
possess distinct value. They have been tested in Northumber- 
land by Gilchrist, in Essex by Scott- Robertson, in Devon by 
Dutton, and at Saxmundham by Oldershaw. The second 
class have proved substantially equal in fertiliser value to the 
old Bessemer slags when compared on equal phosphate con- 
tent. The third class have proved more effective than was 
at first assumed from their low solubility in citric acid: Where 
the growing season has been sufficiently long these slags are 
approximately as useful as the others, in spite of their low 
solubility. Where the growing season is shorter or an early 
start more necessary the high soluble slags have proved more 
effective. 

The question has recently been raised whether a 40 per cent, 
slag is worth a high price in comparison with a 20 per cent, 
slag. It is sometimes claimed that the 20 per cent, slag is 
as good as the other in nine cases out of ten, and that there 
is, therefore, no point in paying an excessive price for slag 
which may be no better. TWs assumes that the value of the slag 
lies not in its phosphates, as is usually supposed, but in some 
other constituents. There is insufficient evidence to say whether 
other constituents do or do not help the growing crop, and it 
is always possible that they may do so. There is no doubt 
a good deal to be learned about these new slags, and investi- 
gators have not yet had the necessary time to test them as 
thoroughly as is desirable. On present knowledge, however, 
it is safest to adopt the old plan of judging the new slags, like 
the old, on their phosphatic content, and buying them on their 
value according to the unit system, insisting on the proper 
degree of fineness of grinding. On this basis, a 40 per cent, 
slag is worth twice as much as a 20 per cent, slag, together wnth 
such sum as will pay for the difference in cost of handling a 
small as compared with a large bulk of material. Having 
allowed for this, however, there is probably no justification for 
pasfing more for the 40 per cent, slag, and certainly not for 
paying any fancy price. 

PurohaM of Mixod Manuroo. — ^There are certain advantages 
in purchasing manures ready mixed for various crops ; the 
farmer is saved the trouble of weighing out and mixing the 
constituents ; and often the compound manure is in better 
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condition and more easily drilled than the home-made mixture, 
unless considerable care has been exercised. These advan- 
tages should not be bought too dearly, and farmers should 
always satisfy themselves that they are not paying too much 
for the resulting saving in trouble. 

An instance is offered by a recent correspondent. He was 
offered a potato manure at £19 per ton, containing the following 
constituents : — 

Nitrogen . . per cent., equivalent to ammonia 

7 per cent. 

Soluble phosphates . . 20 „ 

Insoluble phosphates . . 2^ „ 

Potash .. .. .. 4^ „ equivalent to sulphate of ’ 

potash 8 per cent. 

There is nothing to be said against the proportions, but it 
should be noted that a manure of the same composition could 
be made for ^^13 per ton, by using sulphate of ammonia, super- 
phosphate and sulphate of potash. This figure is arrived at 
in the following way : — 

One ton of the manure contains— 

7/100 tons ammonia, equivalent to 2/7 ton sulphate of ammonia, 

20/100 „ phosphate „ 2/3 ton 30 per cent, super- 

phosphate, 

8/100 ,, sulphate of potash equivalent to 4/45 ton sulphate of 

potash, 


at the following prices (October, 1919) per ton— 

£ s. d. 

Sulphate of ammonia (24^ per cent, ammonia) . . 20 10 o 

Superphosphate (30 per cent, soluble) .. .. 7 13 6 

German sulphate of potash (90 per cent. K2SO4) 23 2 6 

The price of the home-made mixture would be— 

£ s, d. 

5icwt. Sulphate of ammonia .. .. .. 51710 

* 3 i Superphosphate 518 

I i „ Sulphate of potash . . . . . . 206 

20}cwt. .. , .. £13 o c 


Of course, if the purchaser were buying small quantities only, 
or not paying cash, he would have to pay higher prices for the 
separate ingredients, and a further payment would have to be 
made if the mixing were done by a firm. Allowance must 
be made for these items. Farmers and co-operative societies, 
however, should ensure that they do not pay too much for 
their mixed manures. 
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Ik 1913 a Committee was appointed by the Secretary of State 
for the Home Department “ to inquire what action has been 

» * r taken under the Wild Birds' Protection 

” ***BW«* * consider whether any amend- 

ment of the law or improvements in the 
administration are required.” The deliberations of the Com- 
mittee were interrupted by the War, but a Report* has now 
been presented, and as it contains much of interest to farmers 
and landowners the following notes may be of service. 

The Report begins by stating what the main objects of 
legislation should be : 

1. Birds that are rare or harmless, or are poatively* valuable 
because of their utility or beauty or the beauty of their song, 
should be protected as far as possible. 

2. Farmers, gardeners and preservers of game and fish should 
be allowed to protect their interests against injurious birds. 

3. The creation of a large mnnber of petty offences should 
be avoided and there should be no vexatious interference with 
the study of natural history. 

After sketching the history of the law relating to wild birds 
the Report proceeds to consider the protection afforded by 
existing laws. The fundamental provision of these laws con- 
sists in the setting up of a close time for all birds from the 
1st March to the ist August, subject to the right bf an owner 
or occupier of land or persons authorised by him to destroy 
on such land any birds except those mentioned in a Schedule. 
It is pointed out that this Schedule is very imperfect — many 
rare or harmless birds being omitted — as for instance the 
Robin, Swallow, Martin and most of the warblers, all birds 
beneficial to agriculture. 

In addition to this fundamental provision, the existing laws 
enable the Secretary of State, on application by a county or 
borough council, to vary the close time, to add or to remove 
from the Schedule any species of bird, and to protect particular 
spedes for periods of the year outside the close time or to pro- 
tect all birds in particular places. 

The Report then goes cm to consider in detail the exis ting 
Acts and the Orders made under them, and points out that 
the interpretation of the Acts is uncertain and that the Orders 
are difi&cult to understand. Moreover, the latter are often 
made without expert assistance, do not appear to be on any 
settled plan, and vary from county to county — even Kdiere the 


• Cnid. 295. 1919, pricp 6i. net. Published by H.M. Stationery Office. 
Imperial House, Kingsway, Londcm, W.C. a. 


1919 -] 


Protection of Wild Birds. 


833 


agricultural and other conditions affecting bird life are similar. 
The section on the law in England and Wales concludes with 
the statement that ‘‘ as long as the law remains as varied and 
as difficult to understand as at present, it can hardly be expected 
to secure any satisfactory degree of observance.” 

Following the above section are chapters which discuss the 
questions of offences and penalties and the administration and 
enforcement of the Acts. These matters give rise to several 
criticisms, and, finally summing up the results of the existing 
law (Chapter V.), it is stated that there is no doubt that 50 
years of wild bird protection have resulted in a considerable 
increase in the bird life of the country, but ” if thi law has 
operated to protect common birds, it has been largely ineffective 
in protecting rare birds and their eggs.” It was evidently the 
unanimous opinion of the Committee, as it must be* of all who 
have given attention to the subject, that it is full time for 
the introduction of a new Act for the protection of wild birds. 

The Committee, therefore, considered new legislation, the 
possible lines of action being (a) to protect only birds which 
are scheduled, species not named in the Schedule being un- 
protected, and (b) to protect all birds except certain species 
named in a black list. The latter proposal, though attractive, 
was rejected as being impracticable, and new legislation, based 
on the former alternative, is proposed. The principles of this 
legislation are as follow : — 

1. The protection of all birds during the breeding season 
(ist March — ist September) subject to the right of the owner 
or occupier, or persons authorised by him, to take on his land 
any birds not mentioned in Schedules A or B. 

2. Birds mentioned in Schedule A to be absolutely protected 
during the breeding season. 

3. Birds mentioned in Schedule B to be absolutely pro- 
tected all the year round. 

It is also suggested that the central authority should have 
power, on application by a local authority, to vary the close 
time, to add to or subtract from the Schedules, to exempt 
destructive birds from all protection, and to protect all birds, 
with specified exceptions, throughout definite local areas. 

Eggs and nests are included in the above proposals, those of 
all birds mentioned in either Schedule being protected. Special 
suggestions are, however, made with regard to the eggs of 
the Lapwing (Plovers' eggs) which may be taken by owners 
(or persons authorised by them) up to the 15 th April, and those 
of the Woodcock, to be protected from ist February to 
1st August, 

3 ^ 
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Lists of birds to be included in the Schedules A and B axe 
given, but as they are only tentative it is not necessary to 
quote them in full. The only common farm birds mentioned 
in Schedule B (absolutely protected), are the Tawny and 
Bam Owls, while in Schedule A (those protected during the 
breeding season) the only bird which in England may occasion- 
ally be harmful is the Kestrel. The local option for excluding 
such birds from protection when they become too numerous 
should, however, safeguard the poultry keeper and game 
preserver against “ rogue ” Kestrels, wldch develop a liking 
for young chickens and pheasants. Bad habits of this kind 
are seldom developed in Kestrels, except when they have 
become numerous and are hard put to find sufficient food to 
feed their young. 

From the sporting point of view the exercise of the local 
option is evidently anticipated in the case of certain protected 
species, such as Mallard (Wild Duck), which may, with 
advantage, be shot before ist September in some marshland 
districts. 

Up to this point the proposed new Act follows in principle 
the old Act with such improvements — as for instance 
Schedule B — as practical experience has dictated, but there 
are one or two other important suggestions deserving mention. 

1. An Ornithological Advisory Committee is proposed, which 
shall advise the Central Authority on all questions and shall 
be in charge of investigations into the bird life of the country. 
Provision is specially suggested for the representation of 
agriculturists on the proposed Committee, which should 
ultimately be in a position to pronounce a verdict on many of 
the vexed questions relating to birds harmful to agriculture. 

2. It is proposed to give the central authority power to group 
tr^ether counties similar in their bird life, and, so far as amend- 
mcnts to the Schedules are concerned, to deal with these groups 
as a whole. This would reduce the number of cases in which a 
bird is protected in one parish and may be shot in the next 
— usually an incomprehensible state of affairs. 

3. It is proposed that birds, their nests and eggs should be 
absolutely protected on Sundays throughout the year. 

4. Licences should be issued enabling owners and occupiers to 
&oot harmful birds, provided 'that silch birds may not be 
sold. Licences should also be available icx shooting Ifirds iot 
sd^tific purposes. 

5. The killing or taking of wild birds by aircraft mechanic- 
adly propelled boats should be prohibited. 
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6. Various provisions are si^gested whereby it will be 
illegal to have or any bird which has been illegally tahen^. 
ajod these provisions apply to skins, plumage or eggs* which are 
liable to forfeit, as also are guns or other instruments used in 
the committing of the crffence. These provisions should do much 
to suppress the nefarious traffic in rare birds' skins and eggs. 
Other provisions deal with the imauthorised liberation of 
foreign birds in Britain, the killing of birds around the coast, 
international action for the protection of birds, etc., but enough 
has probably been said to indicate the wide scope of the Report 
and the thorough examination which the subject has received. 
An enlightened system of bird protection cannot be other than 
beneficial to agriculture, and it is to be hoped a new Act based 
on this Report will shortly be passed. 

In a report issued by the East Suffolk County Education 
Committee an account is given of certain field experiments 
conducted in East Suffolk, during the 
^ ^ years, to test varieties of wheat. 

It was found that in 1912 Wilhelmina 
gave the best yield, followed by Victor, Square Head’s 
Master, Standard Red and Little Joss, in order of yield. The 
results obtained during the years 1913 -1917 are summarised 


in the following table* : — 


Variety of Wlieat. 

1 1 

1913. 1 

I 1 

1914. 

1915- 

1916. 

1917. 

Victor 

1 Bush. 
t .T t 

Bush. 

46 

Bush. 

41 

Bush. 

Bush. 

Brooker's Double Standup 

. . 41 

47 

41 

38 

36 

Little Joss 

• • , 4 ^ 

45 it 

41 

— 

37 

Wilhelmina 

. . : 38 


40 i 

— 


Swedish Square Head 11 , 
Square Head's Master . . 

43 1 

39 

! 33 


• ■ ; 38 ’ 

39 i 

38 i 



Swedish Grenadier HI. 

, . * — 


38 


1 — 

Swedish Iron . . 

1 

— 

I 

i 39 


Benefactor 

. . — 

— 

! 

1 34 

! 

Browick 

, , 



1 

1 28 

; 

Wilson's Selected 

, , 



1 

33 

1 

Haynham's ClMenge . . 

j 

— 

1 

32 

' — 

• Fenman 

. . 

! — — 




I 41 

Salmon 

• • ““ ^ 

1 

— 


1 34 


When the results of the whole series of years are considered 
it is found that Brooker's Double Standup, Swedish Iron, 


♦ In X914 Swedish Iiqa was tested at one centre, where it gave a bush 
4 st, more per acre than Brooker^s Double Standup. 

In X913 several varieties were tested at another centre as well, but in two 
fields. Of these varieties JBrooker's Double Standup and Swedish Iron gave 
tile best crop, being about equal in yield. Victor gave a good yield, but 
tested in one field only, 
t Two centres only. 
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Victor, Wilhelmina and Little Joss have all given excellent 
results. Fenman has been tried for only one year. It is very 
short in the straw and seems a useful wheat for good land. 
Brooker's Double Standup is a white wheat, which has 
repeatedly given the highest yields in the tests. It is an 
excellent all-round wheat, being suited for all classes of land. 
Victor and Wilhelm na are very similar in type, but apparently 
slightly inferior in yield. 

Swedish Iron is a stiff-strawed, ’arge-grained wheat, suited 
for good land in a h’gh state of cultivation. Under such 
cond tions it gives very heavy yields ; the heaviest yield ever 
obtained in the Education Committee’s tests was given by 
this variety. , 

Little Joss is an excellent all-round wheat introduced by 
Professor Biffen. It is a red variety of good quality, and has 
much to recommend it. 

Swedish Extra Square Head II. is very stiff-strawed, and is 
espec ally suited for very rich land. On poorer land it 
is probably nferior in yield to some of the other varieties 
tested, and is very subject to rust. 


Specimens of young onions and carrots attacked by a species 
of dodder have been submitted to the Board by Mr. A. A. 

Pettigrew, Chief Officer, Parks Department, 
Cardiff. The presence of dodder was 
reported from 10 separate allotments in 
the Cardiff district, and though qnions were chiefly attacked, 
the pest was also found on carrots, parsnips, turnips, birds’ foot 
trefoill, sandwort, wh.te clover, wild jjarsnip, and several 
grasses. 

A flowering specimen of the dodder was examined at the 
Royal Botanic Gardens, Kew, and proved to be Cuscuta 
smveolens, Ser. (also known as C. racemosa, Mart., and as C. 
chiliana, Enge’m.), a native of Chile, but frequently recorded 


as an alien in various parts of Europe and America outside- 
Chile. It s clearly allied to Cuscuta Gronovii, the common 
American dodder, which seems indifferent as to its hosts. 


and will attack anything from a tall aster to an onion, 
or even shrubby plants, such as willows. The stems vary fromi 
a deep yellow to an orange colour. The flowers are very 
numerous, in dense clusters, and have waxen white corollas 


with rounded lobes. The seeds are large for the genus. 
C. Gronovii has not been recorded wild in this coimtry, but 
is sometimes cultivated in botanic gardens. At Kew it used? 




arrots iittacked bv Do<idcr. Fit., r — Onions attacked by Dodder 
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to occur on asters in the herbaceous ground, where, for several 
years at least, it seeded and reproduced itself. 

The Board considered it possible that C. suaveolens had been 
introduced with American onion seed. An effort was accord- 
ingly made to trace the sources from which the Cardiff allot- 
ment holders had acquired their onion seed. Only one sample 
could, however, be obtained with certainty, and this proved 
on examination at the Seed Testing Station not to contain 
dodder. It seems likely, therefore, that the dodder must have 
been introduced into the land in red clover seed or clover seed 
from Chile some time previously in the rotation. ♦ (See also this 
Journal, August, 1916, p. 504; December, 1912, p. 762 ; June, 
1909, p. 209, and Leaflet No. 180, issued by the Board.) 

The Guide to Experiments at the Cockle Park Experiment 
Station, 1919 (Bulletin No. 29), contains an account of some 
experiments on methods of extermination 

of YdSJw^'ilittie. 

prevalent on some of the meadow hay 
plots in Palace Leas field, and it was decided in 1916 to mow 
early, before the seeds of the weed had become ripe. The 
early moving was done in the third week of June. In 1917 
the following plots were laid down. The plots ran north and 
south, were each 13 ft. wide, and were arranged as follows : — 
Plot I (to east) — 3 cwt. common salt, applied 21st April. 

„ 2 „ — 6 cwt. common salt, applied 21st April, 

„ 3 „ — 3 cwt. common salt, applied 5th May. 

„ 4 „ — 6 cwt. common salt, applied 5th May, 

„ 5 „ — Untreated. 

Owing to the very late spring it was found necessary to 
delay the applications till the above dates, when the young 
yellow rattle plants were beginning to make some growth. * 

When the plots were closely examined on 5th May, 1917, 
on the part mown early in the previous year, no yellow rattle 
was found, while on the rema nder of the plots there was an 
abundance of young yellow rattle plants. 

The salt dressings checked the yellow rattle very slightly ; 
in fact they more seriously reduced the grasses, and especially 
the clovers. The salt had the most injurious effect when frosty 
mornings and bright sunshine quickly followed the April 
dressings. 

It was evident in 1917 that the crops of hay on the plots 
were considerably heavier after early mowing in 1916, probably 

• Since this note was vTitten two samples of carrot seed actually con- 
taining seeds of Chilian dodder have been received at the Seed Testing 
Station. It is believed t^t these samples are of French origin. 
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io the extent of over 5 curt, an acre. Early mowing was again 
practised in 1917, with the resnlt that the yellow rattle pknfa 
have now disappeared from this field. The residts of this trial 
are most important, as this noxions plant does enormottr 
harm in old hay land. It is thus shown that early mowing 
before the seeds are formed will get rid of the weed. 
Grazing the meadows fcwr one or two years will give the 
Same restdt. (See also this Journal, March, 1913, p. 1005, and 
Leaflet No. 251, issued by the Board.) 


A SOY AX, DECREE has recently been made by the Italian Gov- 
ernment to provide for the necessity of increased a^cnHural 
prodnction, with special refereirce to 
tfeasnres cereals, vegetables, and edible tubers. It 
had been felt in many quarters in the 
(Mtiwted country that proper use was not being made 

T.«Tia la Italy. ^ large tracts of land which had never 
been placed under cultivation, owing to the 
difficulties raised by the landowners in granting leases on ade- 
quate terms and to the indisposition of landowners or the 
State to sink any capital for the development of such land. 
Expression to the prevalent feeling of dissatisfaction was shown 
on the 24th August by the organised seizure by a number of 
farmers of tracts of uncultivated land in 200 localities in the 
vicinity of Rome, chiefly at the instigation of the *' l.eague of 
Fighting Soldiers.” 

It was to deal with the situation thus created that the Royal 
Decree was issued. Under the Decree farmers belonging to 
legally constituted agrarian associations are secured in tem- 
porary occupation of land concerning which questions of civil 
custom have arisen, for a period of four years. The landowner 
is to receive fair compensation, and when this cannot be decided 
by common agreement the matter will be determined an 


arbitratkm committee. There is a right of a^^al against a 
decision by this committee. Under certain jHrovisos framed in 
the best interests b land cultivation application may be made 
befer.e the terminaticm of the provisional occupation for the 
occupation to be made permanent. 

The Decree also provi^ for the granting of State assistance 
where it is considered desirable, empowers agrarian societies to 
cblect from their memb^s payments due in respect of incoming 
snbscriptions, repayments, etc., on the principle of the coUectioii 
of direct taxes, and makes the Minister of Agricnltxne r esponsi ble 
losr the supervision of agrarian associations and bodies. 
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Bftrleyt — In reply to Mr. Ramsden, respecting the resumption of 
the control of the price of barley, in order to discourage farmers from 
sowing barley in preference to wheat, the 
Purliftllientary Beplisi Parliamentary Secretary to the Board stated 
to ftnestions that the information at the disposal of the 
Affecting Agriculture. Board lends no support to the suggestion that 
farmers are reducing the area sown with wheat 
in order to sow barley in its place. The fact that particular samples of 
malting barley have this season risen to a high price, in comparison 
with the artificially reduced price of wheat under control, had no 
bearing upon the relative prices that may prevail next season. The 
Board did not propose to advise the Ministry of I'ood to resume control 
of the current crop of barley, a large proportion of which has already 
been sold. (28th October, 1919.) 

Oats. — In reply to Mr. Fturrock, respecting the de irability of 
controlling oats at a moderate price, the Food Controller stated that 
the price of oats had fallen since the harvest, and a further fall was 
expected as the crop moves more freely and the larger supply of im- 
ported oats and maize, coming forward, became more generally felt. 
In the circumstances, he was in agreement with the President of the 
Board of Agriculture tliat action in the matter was not required at the 
present moment. The situation, however, was being carefully watched. 
(29th October, 1919*) 

Qiicttfon of Paymoffit to Com-grroworo. — The Parliamentary 
Secretary to the Board, in reply to a question by Mr. A. Henderson 
as to payment, corn-growers, stated that nothing had been paid 
under the State guarantee, nor was any payment due at the present 
time. Whether any sum would fall to be paid in res]>ect of the current 
year’s crop would depend upon the average Gazelle prices for the seven 
months ending March next. Gazette prices for wheat, barley and oata 
were at present far above the guarantee, and it was very improbable 
that any payment to growers would have to be made. (29th October, 

1919.) 

Flax. — In answer to a question by Mr. Steivart, the Parliamentary 
Secretary to the Board stated that the Flax Production Scheme of the 
Board was initiated during the War with the primary object of increas- 
ing the home production of flax. Flax production was a most important 
industry, for flax products were the essential material in the manu- 
facture of aeroplane wings, and were required for many other purposes 
of vital importance to the nation, both in war and in peace. Before 
the War between 70 per cent, and 80 per cent, of the flax required in 
the United Kingdom came from Russia. The supply from this source 
having been much reduced, there was a very serious shortage of raw 
materia], both at the present time and in prosjxjct, for the spinners in 
the United Kingdom. A secondary object of the scheme was to develop 
experiments begun before the War with great promise of success, with a 
view to the re-establishment of the flax industry in the rural economy 
of Great Britain. The financial position, in round figures, was as 
follows : — 

Capital expenditure on land, buildings, and factor}’- £ 

equipment 75o»ooo 

Other expenditure to date, including cost of propa- 
ganda, the training of workers, and experiments . . 850,000 
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Estimated further expenditure to complete scutching f, 
of 1918 and 1919 crops .. .. .. .. 900,000 

Revenue to date . . . . . . . . . . 300,000 

Estimated further revenue from stocks in hand . . i ,300,000 

The Board were now considering offers for the purchase of the whole 
undertaking, and were confident that under sound commercial manage* 
ment the industry had every prospect of success now that the initial 
difhculties of starting a new industry were overcome. (29th October, 

1919.) 

Apples. — In reply to Colonel Yate, the Parliamentary Secretary to 
the Board stated that the Board were endeavouring to stimulate 
commercial apple-growing on land suited for the purpose in connection 
with their general programme for developing horticulture, and that they 
were being assisted iif their efforts by horticultural committees, which 
were being established in each county under the local authority 
responsible for agricultural education. The chief difficulty in con- 
nection with promoting the growth of apples was that the supply 
of trees for planting was likely to be very limited for the next three or 
four years, but the Board had arranged with the Wye College Fruit 
Experiment Station and the Agricultural and Horticultural Research 
Station, Long Ashton, for large supplies of stocks to be raised for 
distribution amongst nurserymen and others, so that by rapid propa- 
gation a certain and large supply might be < ssured in a few years' time. 
The Board proposed to circular se railway companies in due course, 
asking them to consider the question of planting fruit trees, but it 
would be inadvisable to do this until such time as stocks were adequate 
and the needs of the commercial growers and small holders on land 
settlements had been satisfied. (30th October, 1919.) 

Ploufl^hlngr Scheme. — Replying to Major Sir B. Falle, the Parlia- 
mentary Secretary to the Board stated that the ploughing scheme 
of the Food Production Department was started in the early months 
of 1917, and resulted in a total increase in the tillage area of 
nearly t J m Ikon acres. Following on the Armistice it was decided 
that the scheme, so far as the use of Government tractors was 
concerned, should be brought to an end as soon as possible 
after the conclusion of the spring ploughing, and the Tractor 
Organisation had been in process of liquidation since May last. To 
avoid hardship to individual farmers who had entered into contracts 
with the Board, a small proportion of the tractors was retained at work 
until the end of September, when operations ceased. So far as the 
objects of the Tractor Organisation were to get the land cultivated and 
to produce food it was a great success, but it was necessarily run at a 
loss, as already explained in the White Paper (Cmd. 304) issued in 
August last. The machinery and implements employed were being 
disposed of by the Board of Agriculture in conjunction with the Disposal 
Board. Already the greater part had been sold at favourable prices, 
and the money so received must be set off against the cost of the 
scheme. The staff had also been discharged, with the exception 
of a small number engaged in the work of disposal and clearing up. 
(30th October, 1919.) 

Agrrioultural OrgrAnltatloii ioolety. — The Parliamentary Secretary 
to the Board of Agriculture, in reply to a question of Mr. A. Henderson, 
stated that grants to the Agricultural Organisation Society have been 
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made from public funds every year since and including the year 1909* 
In 19x8 the following grants were made to the Society ; £7^000 from 
the Food Production Department funds for organising co-operation 
among allotment holders, ;£4,ooo from the small holdings account for 
organising co-operation amongst small holders and allotment holders, 
and £18,794 from the Development Fund for the general work of 
organising co-operation amongst farmers. In addition, the Board 
repaid expenses incurred by the Society to the amount of £1,683, in the 
special work of organising co-operative milk depots, which v^as under- 
taken by the Society at the Board's request. L3t>th October, 1919.) 


OFFICIAL NOTICES AND CIRCULARS. 

JST.B . — The Ofders mentioned in this section of the Journal 
may usually be obtained at the price of id^ each from 
H,M, Stationery Office, Imperial House, Kingsway, London, 
W,C, 2, and 28, Abingdon Street, London, S.H^. x ; 37, Peter 
Street, Manchester, and x, St, Andrew's Crescent, Cardiff, 

In view of the continued increase in the spread of Wart Disease 
and the consequent menace to the potato crop of this country, the 
Board have made a new Order for the control 
Wart Disease of of Wart Disease, the main provisions of which 
Potatoes Order, 1919. are stated below. 

The principal change in procedure is in 
respect of the sale of potatoes for planting, and their introduction into 
infected areas. Under the Wart Disease of Potatoes Order of 1918,* 
which is revoked by the new Order, no potatoes of approved immune 
varieties were pennitted to be sold for planting, except under the 
authority of a licence granted by the Board. This restriction is now 
removed, but in order to ensure that only pure stocks of approved 
immune varieties of potatoes are planted in infected areas, provision has 
been made in Article 4 of the new Order to control the introduction of 
potatoes into infected areas. 

Except as above mentioned the new Order follows closely the Order 
of X9 i8. 

The following are the main provisions of the Order : 

1 . The Order applies to all areas which the Board have certified 
to be infected areas, and to all lands to which the provisions as 
to infected areas have been applied, under the Wart Disease of 
Potatoes Order of 1918. 

2. Every outbreak of Wart Disease must be reported immediately 
to the Board or to an Inspector of the Board by any person in charge 
of potatoes affected by the disease or of land on which the disease 
exists. 

3. Only those varieties of potatoes approved by the Board as 
immune from Wart Disease may be p anted in land to which the 
Order applies, except that in X920 only an Inspector of the Board 
may authorise by licence the planting of specified first early non- 
immune varieties under certain conditions. 

4. Potatoes of approved immune varieties which were inspected 
whilst growing and certified by the Board of Agriculture and 


Printed in this Journal, May, 1918, p. 212. 
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Fisheries, by the Board of Agriculture for Scotland, or by the Deparb^* 
ment of Agriculture and Technical Instruction for Ireland, may be 
introduced into an infected area without licence, but on the occarion 
of a sale of such potatoes for planting the seller must furnish the 
buyer with a declaration, preferably in the invoice, correctly 
stating the serial number of the relative certificate. No other 
potatoes for planting may be brought into an infected area except 
under licence from the Board. 

5. Potatoes grown in any infected area or in land to which the 
provisions of the Order as to infected areas have been applied, 
must not be sold for planting in land which is not in an infected 
area or to w'hich the Order does not apply. 

6. Potatoes visibly afiected with Wart Disease must not be sold 

or offered for sale for any purpose, * 

7. An offence against the Order is punishable by a fine o# £10, 

Copies of the Order, and any information respecting it, may 
be obtained free and post free on application to the Board of Agriculture 
and Fisheries, 72, Victoria Street^ London, S.W. 1. 


The station at Ormskirk affords an interesting example of what 
may be done by co-operation between farmers on the one liand and 
the Board on the other. This co-operation 
Otmikirh Potato Trials, consists in the establishment at Ormskirk, 
largely through the initiative of Lancashire 
growers, of a station in which all commercial varieties, and all new 
varieties of potatoes are tested for their immunity from Wart Disease. 
The trials hiive now been conducted for several years anrf have shown 
that there are many good varieties of potatoes which may be grown with 
immunity in infected areas. 

In spite of all steps taken to control Wart Disease, it is spreading 
gradually to other parts of the country. The knowledge gained as 
the result of the Ormskirk trials is becoming of increasing hnportanco 
to potato growers throughout this country, and indeed throughout 
the world. 

For the trials which were carried out at Ormskirk during the present 
year some 800 plots are in use, on which all the varieties obtainable have 
been grown. 

It is, of course, not enough to find a potato which resists Wart 
Disease, but it is also necessary to discover one which crops well and is of 
good quality. These requirements are kept in mind in the Ormskirk 
trials. 


The Board have issued a new Order dealing with American Goose- 
berry Mildew. This cancels all previous Orders (except the American 
Gooseberry Mildew Fruit Orders oi 1915 and 
American Qooseberry 19^9)* end alters consideral^y the previous 
Mildew. restrictions relating to the movemeot of goose- 

berry and currant bushes in certain areas. 
Under the new Order the sale and movement of bushes wiiibly 
affnUd with the disease is prohilnted absolutely, and persons growing 
bushes for sale must take responsibility for seeing that the pruning of the* 
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imdiw is perfonoed in an efBcient manner. At the aairm all 
dtttbreaks of disease on bn&hes grown for sale must be reported to the 
Board. 

Where fruit growers and private owners are concerned, the Board 
have power under the new Order to deal with those who fail to take 
proper steps to check the disease on land under their control. 

During the period of the War the Board, although prohibiting the 
sale of mildewed berries, allowed such berries to be sent direct to jam 
factories. This policy is now embodied in the new Order. 


The following Circular Letter (No. rgSfL, 6) was addressed to 
Agricultural Executive Committees by the Board on 9th October : — 

Sir, — -I am directed by the President of 
Training of the Board of Agriculture and Fisheries to say 

Disabled Men in that he understands that difficulty is being 
Agriculture. experienced by many Agricultural Executive 
Committees in obtaining suitable land for 
the estaldii^iment of training centres for the training of disabled men 
In agriculture, and that on this account there is delay in arranging for 
the training of a number of disabled men who are eligible for such 
training. 

According to information received by the Board from Agricultural 
Executive Committees, nearly 1,000 disabled men are at present awaiting 
training in agriculture, and while the majority of these will be provided 
for, it is clear that further provision must be made immediately for 
training tlie remainder. While it is impossible to say with any degree 
of certainty what will be the total number of disabled men who will 
require agricultural training, it is anticipated that between 5,000 and 
6,000 men in all may have to be provided for in the immediate future. 

This being the case. Lord Lee desires to press upon your Committee 
the need of proceeding at the earliest poesiUe moment with the estab- 
lishment of a training centre in the County if they consider one to be 
necessary, but in this connection your Committee sliould consult 
with the Committees of neighbouring counties as to whether one or more 
centres could not be used for a group of counties. Lord Lee would 
be glad if your Committee would in any event inform the Board before 
the 51 at instant what action they are taking in this matter. 

It is not necessary that land riiould be jmrekased for the estal^i^- 
ment of training centres, but if there is difficulty in setting up centres 
In the maoincr suggested in paragraph 7 of the Board ‘s Circular Letter 
ol the 3rit July (C.L. 188/L. 6),.* Agricultural Executive Committees 
WBj probably be able to obtain by agreement from County Councils 
soitable land lor use as training centres, which the Councils are unalde 
to utilise immediately for small holdings. The Board authorise 
Agricultural Executive Committees to enter into agreements of this 
kind for a period of three years, but no such agreement should be made, 
or tisiinisg centre established by an Agricultural Executive Committee, 
without the Board's previous consent, in each individual case. 


* Not printed in this Journal, 
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I am to enclose* for the information of your Committee a copy of 
a Circular Letter which has been addressed by Lord Lee to County 
Councils, inviting their co-operation in this matter. 

1 am, etc., 

(Signed) A. D. Hall, 

Secretary, 


ENCLOSURE. 

Circular Letter (No, 199/L.6), dated qth October, 1919, addressed to 
County Councils by the Board, 

Sir, — Your Council is doubtless aware that the Board of Agriculture 
and Fisheries have been charged with the responsibility of providing 
training for disabled ex-service men who, desirous of taking up afi agricul- 
tural occupation, do not possess the necessary practical experience. The 
local administration of this scheme is being undertaken by the County 
Agricultural Executive Committees. These Committees fold, however, 
that in certain cases their work is hampered owing to the difficulty of 
securing suitable land as training centres. At the same time the Board 
are not prepared to authorise Executive Committees to purchase land 
for this purpose, as the scheme is, naturally, only a temporary one. 

The President hopes that it may be possible for County CouncUs 
to assist the Board in this respect by placing at their disposal farms or 
parts of farms acquired under the Land Settlement Scheme, but which 
it is not possible to let immediately as small holdings owing to the 
difficulty of providing equipment. Lord Lee, therefore, desires that 
each County Council should consider sympathetically any applications 
which they may receive from their Agricultural Executive Committee 
for assistance in this respect. In the event of a County Council finding 
itself in a position to comply with an Executive Committee's request, 
an agreement should be entered into, letting the land to the Committee 
and charging them with a fair rent. 

It may be useful for the County Councils to know the main features 
of the training scheme. Disabled men are provided with courses of 
instruction of twelve months' duration. The training scheme is expected 
to last for at least three years. The largest proportion of applications 
are received in most counties from men who desire training, not in 
farming proper, but in the lighter forms of cultivation, such as market 
gardening, fruit-growing and poultry keeping. 

Executive Committees are authorised to take land on agreement for 
a period of three years, and arrangements will be made for housing men 
undergoing training, either by means of army huts or other temporary 
accommodation. 

ir The Board are forwarding a copy of this ’etter to each Agricultural 
Executive Committee and suggesting to them that they should place 
themselves in communication with the County Council whenever 
they experience difficulty in obtaining the use of suitable land for 
training purposes 

I am, etc , 

(Signed) A. D. Hall, 

, Secretary. 


See below. 
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The following Circular Letter (No. 232/L. 6) was addressed to 
County Councils and Councils of County Boroughs in England and 
Wales by the Board on 25th October : — 

Land Settlement : Sir. — I am directed by the President of 

Compnltory Hiring, the Board of Agriculture and Fisheries to refer 
to the Board's Circular Letter of the 26th 
August last (C. L. 197/0 6),* in which the advantages of compulsory 
hiring and the procedure to be adopted for that purpose were explained. 

The recommendation of compulsory hiring was therein based on the 
possible risk of a fall in the value of land, but an even more important 
consideration in this connection is the imperative necessity of reducing 
as far as possible the expenditure of State funds at the present 
time. 

The Land Settlement (Facilities) Act provides for a sum of twenty 
millions to be available for loans to County Councils within the next 
two years, of which not more than 7.250,000 will be available for 
England and Wales. 

It is clear that even if the Treasury are prepared to issue the whole 
of this authorised amount, it may prove insufficient to supply the 
requirements of the applicants, which the Government are pledged to 
satisfy, if a large part of the land is purchased for cash. 

The cost of equipment must Ixi paid in cash, and it is therefore 
essential that as large an amount as possible shall be reserved for this 
purpose. 

There are two alternatives to purchase for cash : — 

(1) Hiring land ; and 

(2) Purchase for county annuities. 

The Board recogni.se that where a landowner desires to realise the 
value of his estate his ability to do so is not improved by his land being 
acquired on lease under the provisions of the Act of 1908, but this 
should not be the case if his land is bought for county annuities. These 
will be payable so far as funds permit out of the revenue from the Jmall 
holdings, but they will also be secured by a charge on the county rates, 
and should be readily saleable, particularly if the amounts issued are 
sufficiently large to create a market for such securities. 

The li)ard think that before compulsory hiring is resorted to, a 
Council should offer to buy the land for county annuities, and that if 
such offers are refused no reasonable objection can be raised to the use 
on an extensive scale of the compulsory liiring powers. 

As was explained in the Circular Letter referred to above, land may 
be hired compulsorily for a period of 35 years, and at the end of that 
period the tenancy is renewable for a further period. It is possible, 
therefore, to obtain what is in effect a perpetual lease, subject only to 
the right of the landlord with the sanction of the Board to resume 
possession for building or industrial purposes. In the case, however, 
of purely agricultural land, there is very little likelihood that a landlord 
will be in a position to exercise his right of resumption. 

The requirements of a considerable number of the applicants can 
be met by the provision of land alone without the necessity of having 
to erect new buildings, and in such cases there is no reason from the 
point of view of the Council why the land should not be acquired on 
lease instead of by purchase. Even in those cases where new equipment 


* Printed in this Journal, September, 19x9. p* 652. 
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if xBquqred Councils might merely purchase a small area of Uuid on 
which the houses and buildings could be erected and obtain the xe* 
mainder of the land required for the settlers on lease. If this course 
is adopted it would minimise the danger of the Council tnctirrlng loss* 
even if the landioid estal^ished his right to resume possesaioa of the 
land leased. 

I am to suggest* therefore, that Councils should not confine themeelyei 
to considering land which is in the market for sale, but that they should 
mdtfi up their minds as to the land they require for settlement purposes* 
and that, having selected the land, they should proceed to acquiiie it 
by adoptizsg the procedure indicated above* only purchasing for cash 
any area wluch is required for buildings. 

The Board are advised that the fact that an owner may.be willmg 
to sell his land for cash is no bar to the exercise by the Council of their 
powers of compulsory hiring if they are of opinion that on grounds of 
public policy hiring is preferable to purchase. 

I am, etc., 

(Sigxsed) A. D. Hall, 

Seoreiary. 

The following is a Preliminary Statement showing tlie Estimated 
Total Production of Hops in the Years 1919 and igiS, with the 
Acreage and Estimated Average Yield 

Produce of Hops. per Statute Acre in each County of 
England in which Hops were grown. It is 
dated 27th October, 1919 : — 


Counties, dx. 

Estimated 
Total Produce. 

Acreage 
■Returned on 
4th June. 

Estimatod 
Average Yield 1 
per Acre. 


1919. 

1918. 

1919. 

1916. 

1019. 

1918. ^ 

( East , , 

\ Mid 

Kent n Weald 

Cwt. 

28,000 

45,000 

1 52,000 

Cwt. . 

23.000 

35.000 
35»«oo 

Acres. 

2429 

3,052 

4,878 

Acres. 

2,37Jt 

3.336 

4.032 

Cwt. 

Ill 
123 
11 9 

Cwt. , 
9*8 
10*4 , 
8-6 ^ 

t Total, Kent 

125400 

95^0 

10,510 

9»739 

119 

9*5 1 

Bants 

Hereford . . 

Salop 

Surrey 

Sussex 

Worcester 

7,000 

28,090 

«X0 

1400 

15.000 

17.000 

6,000 
14,000 
360 
960 ; 
7,100 
6^700 

757 

t,415 

47 

109 

1,410 

1478 

717 

*,331 

48 

193 

if3io 

1,328 

92 

110 

too 

94 

100 

124 

8-3 , 
6*1 ' 
6*0 1 
yo 1 
5*4 f 
6*5 ^ 

Total . . 

194400 

130^000 

1 14440 


«« 

0-3 ’ 


Note. — T he total productioii this year amonuts to Tq4,ooeciwt.;<>r half as 
jnacha^nas Ihat af last year, and railier leas than ae«eB^4mitlwnf the average 
production of the last ten years, on an area which is somesshat iaxger per 
cent.) than last year, but still less than half of the pre-war average. 

•jkM per acre (ir6 cwt.), however, is heavier than last year by * cwt..'and 
m oast, heavier itbaa the average. 
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The follo'wing is a PRSLiMiiiAEY Statement lowing the estimated 
total produce and yield per acre of the Corn, Pulse, and Hay Crops 
in England and Wales in the year 191^, with 
AgriCldtora^ EetanLEi comparisons for 1918, and tlie average yield 
1 ^ 19 : per acre of the ten years 1 909-1 91 8. It is dated 

Produce of Crops. nth November,.i9i9 : — 


- 

CsofK. 

England 

AND .i 

Wales. 

Wheat . . 
Barley . . 
Oats 

Mixed Corn 
Beans 

Peas 

•Seeds Kay 
tMcadowIiay 

B hgland^ 

Wheat , . 
Barley 

Oats 

Mixed Com : 
Beans 

Peas 

Seeds Hay 
Meaildwllay 

WtfJdL / 
( 

Wheat . . 
Barley . . 
Oats 

Mixed Corn 
Beans 

Peas 

Seeds Hay 
MeadowHay 


1.770.0M 4,098,000 
8.485.000 i 4.688,000 


QaartfTs. I Quarteoi. 
7.738 000 i 10,174,000 

i.m.m I 5,666,000 

ji2,66x,ooo 

507.000 
879/300 

437.000 
1 Toa.v, 

1 1,918,000 

4,222,000 


618 0001 
•46 000; 
440.000 1 

I'oiis. 1 

1.608.000 1 
3 039.000 i 


Qu.vtprs. I 

847 000 I 

400.000 
1,359,000 ! 

111.000 i 
7.300; 
1.400 

Tons, ! 

188.000 i 

336, tm’ 


QuarUrs. 

356.000 

414.000 
i,C7\ooo 

113.000 
9,700 
1,900 

Tons. 

180.000 
4(>6,ooo 


Estimated 

Total Produce. 

Acreage 

i Average 

J Estimated 

j Yield per acre. 

1 _ . 

1919. ! 1918. 

...1 1 

i 1010. 

1918. 

|! »u. 

ii 

i 1918. 

Qii.irters. ! Quarters. 

Acres. 

Aeres. 

! Bush. 1 

1 Bush. 

7J79,000 ; 10,530,000 

84e80.021 

2,556,661 

; 88-7 1 

1 3**9 

5.476 000 ! 6,o8u,ooo 

1.609 588 

1,500,809 

200 

32*4 

U,883 000 14.339,000 

8,563688 

2,780,061 

! 35 5 

4 1 *3 

088 000 1 620,000 

854 000 1 889,o(x> 

148 48.^ 

139,077 

85^ 1 

357 

878 841 

242,007 1 

; 84 9 1 

29*4 

441,000 ! 439,000 
Tons. 1 Tons. 

188.818 

127,857 ! 

1 1 

287 ! 

1, Lwt. i 

27*5 

Cwt. 


1500.388 . 1,446 ,^04 • 
4.170,616 ' 4,298.1 98 I 


8,150.078 
1.405 507 
8,851.857 
115.641 
87L882 
131.680 


5,460,695 
1,394,861 ] 
2,414.559 I 
111,726 ' 
239,429 ! 
127,147 i 


1,341,066 I 1.301,694 
3.694,744 | 3.812,485 


B3-6 

164 

Bush. 

888 
88« 
356 
354 
849 
867 
Cwt. 
239 
16 5 


59*0 

21-8 

Busli 

331 

32*5 

41-9 

36 3 
29 1 
27 .■> 

Cvvt. 
29 '5 

22 t 


70.843 
104 081 
312,371 
86.782 
8,469 
632 


95,966 

105,948 

365,502 

27,351 

2,668 

7io 


158.907 144.H10 

475,678 i 486,013 


}iush. 

879 

80*7 

348 

33*8 

85-4 

211 

Cwt. 

211 

16'2 


Bush 

29*7 

31*3 

367 

33 

29-1 

21*6 

Cwt. 

24*9 

19*2 


Aver- 
age of 
the Ten 
‘Years, 

19I9- 

im. 


Bush. 

31*1 

31*9 

39*4 

27*6 

24-8 

Cwt. 

28*9 

22-3 


Bush. 

31-3 

32*0 

39*9 

27*6 
24 -8 
Cwt. 

29*3 

22*6 


Bush. 

278 

30*6 

35-2 

27*4 

22*4 

Cwt 

25-4 

19-8 


• Hay front CJo^•e^, Samfom, and Grasses under rotation, 
t Hay from Permanent Gras>. 


Note. — ^The yield of wheat is estimated at 28f btish. per acre, which is 
4| bush, less than last year, and 2g bush, below the average of the ten years 
1^9-18- The total production, from a smaller area, amounts to 7,979,000 qr. 
Although tins is fully 2 J million less than last year (the highest on record) and 
about half a mtllxon qr. less than in 1915, this total is, apart from these two 
years, the highest since 1898 and nearly half a millioo qr. above the average 
of the last ten years. Barley has yielded 29 bush, per acre, or 3^ bush, less 
than in 1918 and nearly three bush, below average. The total production is 
5,476,000 qr. or 600,000 qr. less than in 1918, and 310,000 qr. below the 
average ; with the exception of 1915 and 1916, this is the smalle.st crop sinc6 
officiai estimates were first collected in 1 885 . The production of oats, although 
nearly 3,000,000 qn less tlian in 1918 (the highest on record) is, except for 
that year, the highest since 1907 ; but the yield per acre is nearly six bush, 
less than in 1918, and nearly 4 bush, less than the average. Mixed or dredge 
com, distinguish^ for tlie first time last year, shows a slightly incroased to^ 
jNodttCtion, but the yield per acre is somewhat less. Beans have yielded 
3 1 bush, to the acre less than the average and 4^ bush, less than last year and, 
although the area was increased this year, the production is 35,000 qr. less. 
Peas yielded nearly two bush, per acre above average. The hay crops were 
very light : the total production, 5,i95iOo® *«>ns being the smallest since 1893, 
and only about three-quarters of last year's crop, and two-thirds of the ave^e 
of the last ten years. Seeds' hay (clover, samfoin , and grasses under rotation) , 
from an area larger by about 55,000 acres; UFieWod nearly 330,000 tons less 
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than in 1918, the yield per acre (23 J cwt.) being more than 5 cwt, less than 
in 1918 and than the average ; it is the lowest since 1896. The yield per acre 
of meadow hay (16# cwt.) is also more than 5 cwt. less than in 1918 and is the 
lowest since 1901 ; it is nearly 6 cwt. below the average. The estimate of 
the hop crop was issued on the 27th ult. ; the returns of the production 
of potatoes and roots are collected at a later date, and will be issued 
sulisequently. 


The Village Clubs Association reports that applications for 
affiliation are now being received almost daily, but f at only those clubs 
can be accepted whose rules are in accord- 
Village Clubs ancc with the general principles of thqAssocia- 
Association. tion. These principles cannot be tpo widely 
known. They are : — 

1. That the Club should be the centre of all social activities and of 

all forms of physical and mental recreation ; 

2. That it should be self-supporting and free from the element o' 

patronage ; 

3. That all inhabitants of the village, without distinction of class 

or opinion, should be eligible for membership ; 

4. That the entire control should be vested in a committee elected 

either by (a) the members, or (b) the members and all the 
residents of the parish and those witliin a radius of three miles 
who would be eligible for membership. 


In order to improve the breeds of cattle the Belgian Government 
has passed an Act, which provides for the formation of associations of 
farmers who will carry out an educational 
Steps to Iihprove campaign among Belgian stock breeders. 

Cattle Breeds. It is felt that neither the native-produced 

forage nor the imported feeding stuffs are 
utilised to the best advantage, and that the only remedy is to give 
public authorities the power and the means to instruct cattle raisers jn 
better methods, so as to produce purer species and better varieties of 
beasts adapted to the many needs of the country. It is also felt that 
knowledge of cross-breeding is capable of improvement, and the great 
majority of breeders, too, do not possess sufficiently large herds to 
enable them to exercise the best choice in the selection of animals for 
reproductive purposes. 

With these objects in view the Belgian Government has passed a 
Decree that a special “ Comitd Technique de TElevage " be attached 
to the Administration of Agriculture to study cattle-breeding problems. 
In addition, an “ Institut Special de Zootechnie " is to make researches 
and experiments in the reproduction of animals of suitable character^ 
and Associations d’Elevage, having for their purpose the raising of 
improved breeds of cattle, are to be formed and supported by subsidies 
from the Government. (Board of Trade Journal, 30th October, 
1919.) 
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Ko further cases of Poot-aud-Mouth Disease having occurred in that 
fart of Warwickshire which was placed under restrictions on account 
of the case at Kingsbury, or in Dorsetshire; 

Foet*and-llioitth the restrictions in those districts were with- 
Disease* drawn on 31st October. 

Outbreaks of Foot-and-Mouth Disease have 
been confinned in five separate districts (see below),. and in each case 
an Order was issued prohibiting movement of animals in a wide area 
surrounding the infected place. Slight modifications of the Orders 
have been made in the outer portions of the areas, except in the case of 
the Surrey area, to facilitate the movement of animals for slaughter. 
The origin of these outbreaks has not yet been traced. 

I. Wafwicksh%fe,--l^he initial outbreak, on premises near Rugby* 
was confirmed on 17th October. One further outbreak in 
vicinity was confirmed on 24th October. 

Q. Huntingdonshire and District . — The initial outbreak, on premises 
at Great transden, was confirmed on 20th October. Five 
further outbreaks, the last on 1st November, liave been con* 
firmed in the vicinity of the original case. 

3. Isle of Wight . — Two initial outbreaks, on premises at Northwood* 

near Cowes, were confirmed on 2ist October. Twenty- fouf 
further outbreaks have been confirmed in the island, the last 
case being on loth November. 

4. Lincolnshire . — The initial outbreak, on premises at Horsington, 

near Horncastle, was confirmed on 29th October. Five 
further outbreaks, the last being on 6th November, have since 
been confirmed. 

5. Surrey . — An outbreak was confirmed at Hindhead on 12th 

November. 

The Board have, however, been able to modify in each of the 
scheduled districts the restrictions at first imposed. 


The total number of outbreaks of Rabies confirmed is now 249* 
namely, 102 in Devon, 27 in ('ornwall, 78 in Glamorgan, 12 in Monmouth* 
2 in (Gloucester, 7 in Middlesex, ii in Surrey, 
Rabies. i in London, 2 in Kent, 1 in Berkshire, x in 

Brecknock, and 5 in Essex. 

The restrictions in the London area have been slightly modified, and 
parts of Essex, Middlesex, Hertfordshire, and Buckinghamshire^ were 
withdrawn from the area. 


On 30th October, 1919, a very successful sale of recorded dairy 
eattle, the property of members of Oxon, Berks and Hants Milk- 
recording Societies, was held at Reading. 
Sale of Recorded 64 cows were sold, including one pedigree 
Dairy Cattle. Shorthorn that fetched 78 guineas, two pedi- 
gree Lincoln Reds which made an average of 
•7 guineas, 5 Crossbreds and 56 non-pedigree Shorthorns. The principal 
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prices were 165 guineas, paid twice, one cow being purchased at that 
figure for H.M, The King. Next came i6o, no, 105, 105 and 100 
guineas, these being all for non-pedigree Shorthorns. One Crossbred 
Shorthorn Holstein made xoo guineas. Eight of the cows sold are 
entered in Volume 2 of the Board's Register of Dairy Cows. These 
fetched an average of £iog. Seven of them averaged over £i2X, 

At the West of England Cattle Breeders’ Association Sale, held at 
Yeovil on 4th November, a non-pedigree Shorthorn cow recorded with 
the Yeovil Milk-recording Society fetched the highest figure, viz,, 
140 guineas, and a heifer from her, bom in sold for 100 guineas. 
Other recent successful dispersal sales of recorded herds are : — > 

Sale by Mr. Stanley Young, member of Yeovil Milk-recording 
Society. 

Mr. S. Taylor, member of Cambridge Milk-recording 
Society. 

„ Mr. James Lyon, member of Surrey Milk-recording 
Society. • 

At the latter sale 56 cows and heifers, including 27 heifers born in 
1916 or later, averaged £68. 

The results of these sales are evidence of the commercial value of 
milk records when taken and checked under the Board’s scheme. 


In view of the increased cost of production, the Board have 
reluctantl}^ decided to raise the price of this Journal 4:o 6d. per 
copy, commencing with the January issue. 
The rates of subscriptiqji in respect of 
orders or renewals received after the issue 
of the December number will, therefore, be as follows : — 


Increased Price of 
“Journal.” 


One year 
Six months 
Three months . . 


United Kingdom 
and British Colonies 
( Post free) . 

6s. 

35. 

IS. 6d. 


Foreign Countries 
(Including 
postage) . 

8s. 

4s. 

2S. 


Back numbers, where still available, may be obtained at 
4 ^. per copy. 

The Journal may be ordered through any Bookseller or 
Railway Bookstall, or it may be obtained direct from the 
Office^of the Board ( 3 , St. James's Square, London, S.W. i). 
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NOTICES OF BOOKS. 

Pmrmtn* Cletn Milk Book. — C. E. North, M.D. (New York, 
John Wiley dc Sons, Inc. : London, Chapman & Hall, Ltd., 5s.). The 
author's primary object is to show that ** clean milk " depends on the 
dairyman himself and the care he exercises in applpng a few recognised 
rules in dealing with his milk, rather than on a large outlay on expensive 
buildings and equipment. ** Cleanliness," he says. ** is something many 
dair3nnen have always possessed but heretofore been unable to sell." 
Cleanliness costs money, it is expensive to keep utensils in good repair, 
to brush and wash cows, to milk carefully, to cool milk and to sterilize 
receptacles after use ; therefore, he asserts, “ certified milk " should 
receive a better price. The capital outlay, however, is small, and 11a 
depends on “ the big three " of clean milt production — care in milking, 
proper cooling, sterilization of utensils. The point is very well illus- 
trated in the account of a novel experiment carried out in 1915. Ten 
dairy fanners at Oxford, Pa., who had learnt how to produce clean 
milk, agreed to visit ten other farmers in the neighbouring district of 
Kelton to see what kind of milk they could produce in sheds they had 
never before visited. Tables showing the bacterial content of the milk 
produced by the Oxford farmers on the Kelton farms are compared 
with tables showing the bacterial content of milk produced by the 
Kelton farmers themselves, and demonstrate in a remarkable way 
the improvement which can be effected by care in milking and 
subsequent handling of the milk. The book also contains some useful 
notes on simple bacterial tests, and a chapter on the economics of milk 
production. It is freel}'* illustrated. 


MISCELLANEOUS NOTES. 

Thb IniernationoU Crop Report and Agricultural Statistics for October* 
*9^9/ published by the International Institute of Agriculture, gives 
particulars concerning the production of the 
Notes on Crop cereal crops of 1919 in certain countries in the 

Prospects and Live Northern Hemisphere. 

Stock Abroad. Wheat , — The production in Spain,, France 

Scotland, Italy, Netherlands, Canada, United 
States, British India, Japan, and Tunis is estimated at 238,325,000 qr. 
in 1919, against 258,535,000 qr. in 191 8» or a decrease of 7*8 per cent., 
the area sown showing an increase of 0*6 per cent. 

Rye , — ^The estimated production in Spain, France, Italy, Nether- 
lands, Canada, and the United States is placed at 19,326,000 qr. in 
I9I9» or a decrease of 4*5 per cent, compared with 1918, when it 
amounted to 20,237,oooqr., but the area sown showed an increase of 6-o 
per cent. 

Bofley , — The production in Spain, France, Scotland, Italy, Nether- 
lands, Canada, United States, Japan, and Tunis is estimated to amount 
to 58,942,000 qr, in 1919, against 66,958,000 qr. in 1918, or a decrease 
of 12 'o per cent, the area sown being smaller by 5*9 per cent. 
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Oats, — It is 68tiaa(at«d tbail tbe totel yid 4 ^itt Spttbi^ France, Scotlandr 
Italy, Netherlands, Canada, United States, Japan, and Tunis amounts- 
toao<^303«p(ie qr. ]inz9X9». against 239,366#ooa qr. in 191% or a^dgaenwe’ 
el. x6t*3 pec ceiKU t^acen Bfiom hmog. smaller hy per cent:. 

Jfeiii^^Tbe protestiwi^ in ^ain. Italy, Ganadn, and the* United 
SUdea iaestiiBatedat^55X,d59,ooo qr. in 19x9, agatnst 3X4,64'8;ooo qn 
im » 9 i< 9 ; or an incMUBe of x»*8 p^ cent., while the area sown showed a 
deipseaeeei 4^*0 per eent. 

franoe.^ According to the Journc^fficiel of the 31st October, 19x9* . 
the condition of maize and potatoes on ist October, 19x9, was 34 and 3X 
respectively, (60 = fairly good and 50 ~ middling.) 

HeUandt — ^K .11 Consnl^GenGcai at Rotterdam reports that the 
potato yield in Holland is ei^ected to be fairly good or good and tibte* 
quality good or very good* This description applies to Limburg; 
Guelderland, and Utrecht* to Orenthe, Ovecyssel) and South Holland; 
Zealand and North Brabaivt. Reports from Groningen, Friesland, awh 
North Holland arn fairly satisfactory, but on the sandy soils of Souths 
Groningen the crop has suffered from disease, whHa in several districts 
the tubers are smidl. The crop of onions is expected to be froim 
ixKideiate to fairly g€>od/' 

The production of the com crops in Holland this year is estimated' 
aa.fe^ows (in quarters and igi8 figures in brackets) : — Wheat, 750,000 
(dox,ooo) ; rye, 1,639,000 (i,x89,ooo) ; barley, 320,000 (258,000); 
and oats, 2,161,000 (1,805,000}. {London Grain, Seed and Oil Reporter, 
4tb November, 1919.) 

Sweden, — According to an official report forwarded by H.M. Consul 
at Stockholm, the yield of the crops in Sweden was estimated on 30th 
September as follows, last year’s figures being given in br^ickets (5 
very good, 4 = good, 3 == average, and 2 = small) : — Winter wheat, 

3 '3 (3'o) ; winter rye, 3 2 (3 0) ; spring wheat, 3-0 (2*6) ; spring rye. 
31 (2*6) ; barley, 3*6 (2 9) ; oats» 3*6 (2 *8) ; mixed corn, 37 (2 *9) ; 
hay (pasture), 3*2 (2’i) ; hay (rotation grasses), 3-3 (2-3) ; and potatoes* 
3 H (3*0)* 

-In a buUetis dated ^le i6th October, issued by the 
DuminioA Bureau of Statistics, the total yield of this year’s wheat crop 
i]» Canada ia placed at 193,688; 800 bush., as compared with 189,075,350 
bush, last year. The prodtiction of barltey is estimated at 66,443,500 
bushu (77»2 i 87»240 bu^. last 5^1^, and that of oats at 399,368,000 bush. 
(426^3x2,500 bush, last year). The quality at^ harvest time, expressed, 
iu peicentages of the previeus ten years, is as follows (19x8 figures hi 
bracliet^': — Wheat; 92 (98) r barley, 89 (97) ; and oats, 90 (94). 

United States. — The preliminary estimate of the Crop Recording 
Bbardf of the Bureau of Statistics of the Department of Agriculture gives 
the production of maize this year in the United States as 2,910,000,000 
boshi, as compared with 2,582,814,000 bush, last year. It is estimated 
that 2-8 per cent, or 72,262,000 bush, of the 19x8 crop was still in the* 
hands of farmers on ist November, This compares with 3*7 per cent* 
oa 1:78,400^000 bush, on 1st Novenelwe; 191ft 

The production of linseed h( esthnatedT at 9,000,000 bush, as com* 
pama- with x4.b57.ooo hvkX last year* (Londbw 0 aiHi Seed and (HT 
8tlt hh^viember, 29x9^ ' 
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ifc wy minftr^T^e ^reUminaty official «stkaate ^ivc» the Areas amdtar 
the<»«f8 this year asioUow8<4AaciesaAdhgum for x9xBihhra«i^^ 
Wheat, 14,^50,000 {1^,968,000) ; linseed. 3,5^0,000 {3,4oo;ooo) ; atid 
“Oata, a,3oo,ooo {2,980,000), {Bro^mhaU's Com Trade Mem, iifth 
Oct^t>er, 19x9.) 

South AfHoa. — ^This year's maize crop in the Utilon of South AMcit 
4sHi6iciAlly eetimated at 3,141 ,000 as compared witii 5,425,000 qr. 
jLn 1918, and 4»o 54,000 qr. the average for the five years t9i3‘T7. 
{Lmdon Crain, Seed and Oil Reporter, 6th November, X9i9>) 

fa emaw hi d T he yiield of the fcrop^ in 1918-19 in Tasmania is edtii- 
mated as follows (1917-18 figures in brackets) : — Wheat, 186,570 bnA. 
(^52*383 bush;) ; oats, 848,420 bu^. (589,224 buah.) ; and barley, 
f 41 ,149 bush, (98,013 bu^i.). (BroomhaWs^ Corn Trade News, iMl 
November, 1919.) , I 

Mew ZeelaiML — According to the c^ficial prelimtiiary letarns' the 
aneas under the crops in 1918*19 are as fd8o<Ws (in acres, and figures'fbr 
*917-18 in brackets); — Wheat, 209,404 (280,978) ; barley, 18,96^ 
{18,860) ; and oats, 172,953 (156,202). The total yields are given ai 
follows (in bush, and 1917-18 figures in brackets) : — Wheat, 6,658,613 
(6,807,536) ; barley, 708,873 (568,702) ; and oats, 6,925,543 (4.942,759). 
(London Grain, Seed and Oil ^Reporter, 13th October, 1919.) 

Live Stock In Denmark. — The number of pigs, according to the census 
of the 15th July, 1919, was 709,779, compared \Wth 620,880 on the 
15th July, 1918, 1,650,623 on the 12th July, 1917, ahd 2,496,706 Oil th^ 
*5th July^ 1914. (International Crop Report and Agricultural Statistics, 
October, 1919.) 


Thb monthly crop report ot the Board on i st November was as 
IoIIowb: — The few outstanding corn crops in the hilly districts have no^r 
been all gathered in. Although the yields ef 
Agricaltnral all the three com crops are short the quality 
Conditions in England and condition of the wheat are everywhere 
and Walts good ; and this is generally the case with 

on 1st November, barley also. Oats are not so good : in most 

case's they are satisfactory, but in some parts 
the quality is reported to be inferior. The straw of all three cereals 
Is short. 

The bulk of the potato crop has now been lifted ; the tubers are 
generally small, so that the crop is light, but they are sound, ana 
unusually free from disease, except in the south-west, where a certain 
amount is repotted. Variable progress has been made with pulling 
mangolds ; over most of the country the work is In full swing. The 
crop is light, but the roots are sound. Very few ttitfiips of swedes havt 
yet been lifted, as they are still growing. They have generally 
improved somewhat during the monih, but are nevmthelew still a veCy 
small crop. 

!' Very good progress has been made with autumn cultivation, the 
weather throughout the month having been most lavoufable^ alttmugh^ 
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particularly in the south-eastern half of the country, the ground has 
in some few places been too dry to work or drill. On ^e whole, howevet, 
the work is well forward for the time of year, and a large proportion of 
the winter com has been sown, the seed going into a good seed-bed. 
In some instances, in the south, the young plants are showing above 
ground, and look well. 

Seeds are very variable, even in the same neighbourhood, but they 
are not satisfactory as a whole, being often only a thin plant. A 
considerable amount of ploughing up and patching has been necessary. 
Some improvement may, however, be noted during the month in many 
areas. 

Live stock have done fairly well during October, but the pastures 
were getting bare at th^ end of the month. The outlook for winter 
keep is far from promising, roots and hay being everywhere short. 

There has generally been a sufficiency of labour of an ordinary kind , 
although in some parts difficulty has been experienced with potato- 
lifting or mangold-pulling. Skilled and experienced men of all kinds 
however, continue to be scarce. 


The following local summaries give details regarding agricultural 
labour in the different districts of England and Wales in October : — 

Northumberland, Durham, Cumberland, and 
Agricultural Labour Westmorland . — The supply of all kinds of 
in England and Wales labour is sufficient, except in South Cumber** 

during October. land and South-east Durham, where skilled 
men are required, and in North Durham 
where there is a general shortage. 

Lancashire and Cheshire. — In most districts the supply of labour is 
equal to the demand, which, on account of favourable weather and poor 
yields is rather less than usual. In North-east Cheshire and part of 
East Lancashire temporary labour is insufficient, while in South-east 
Cheshire there is a shortage of all kinds. 

Yorkshire . — Labour is sufficient in most districts, though there is 
still a shortage of skilled men, and temporary labour for root-lifting 
is sometimes scarce. Schoolboys have eased the situation in this respect 
in some districts. 

Shropshire and Stafford. — In most districts the supply of labour is 
sufficient for requirements, though there is a scarcity of both casual 
labour and skill^ men in some parts of the district. 

* Derby, Nottingham, Leicester, and Rutland. — Except in North and 
North-east Derby, where there is a Portage of all kinds, the supply of 
labour is about equal to the demand, but occasionally a shortage of 
skilled men is reported. 

Lincoln and Norfolk. — ^There is sufficient labour in practically all 
districts, though here and there experienced men are still scarce. 

Suffolk, Cambridge, and Huntingdon, — ^The supply of labour is 
gener^y sufficient for all requirements. Good horsemen, stockmen, 
and milkers are, however, still in request. 
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Bedford, Northampton, and Warwick , — In most districts the supply 
of labour is sufhcient. In the north of Northampton, however, it is 
reported to be deficient generally. There is some shortage of skilled 
men in Warwickshire. 

Buckingham, Oxford, and Berkshire , — In the division as a whole the 
supply of labour is about sufficient, but there are local shortages of 
skilled men, and to a less extent, of casual workers. 

Worcester, Hereford, md Gloucester , — On the whole the supply of 
labour is sufficient for requirements. 

Cornwall, Devo^i, and .Somerset , — The supply of labour in most 
districts is sufficient for requirements, though sometimes of inferior 
quality, but skilled men are still scarce, and occasionally temporary 
labour has been difficult to obtain for potato and root lifting. 

Dorset, Wiltshire, and Hampshire , — The supply of labour is almost 
everywhere sufficient, or even abundant. In Soutli-vrest Dorset a 
shortage of skilled thatchers and hurdle makers is reported. 

Surrey, Kent, and Sussex . — The supply of labour is, on the whole, 
sufficient, although occasional shortages of skilled men are reported. 

Essex, Hertford, and Middlesex , — In Middlesex and West Herts the 
supply of all kinds of labour is reported to be deficient, and a shortage 
of skilled men is reported in East and North Essex. IClsewhere the 
supply is adequate. 

North Wales . — The supply of labour on the whole is sufficient for 
requirements, though skilled men are sometimes scarce. 

Mid Wales . — In Brecon and parts of Cardigan there is a shortage 
of labour, chiefly in the latter county, of skilled men, but elsewhere the 
supply is generally equal to the demand. 

South Wales . — The supply of labour has improved somewhat in 
several districts, and is mostly sufficient for requirements, but there is 
still a shortage of skilled men in some parts, and occasionally a deficiency 
of casual labour for potato and root lifting. 


Average Prices of British Wheat, Barley, and Oats at 
certain Markets during the Month of October, 1917, 


1918, and 1919. 


i 

Wheat. 

Barley. 

Oats. 


1917. 

1918. 

1919- 

1917. 

1918. 

1919. 

1917 

1918. 

1919. 


5. d. 

#. d. 

f. d. 

f. d. 

s. d. 

f. d. 

s. d 

f. d 

s d. 

London 

72 A 

74 3 

75 * 

60 9 

60 8 

98 0 

1 44 8 

59 0 

^3 4 

Norwich 

71 3 

72 4 

72 11 

59 6 

60 I 

95 6 

41 3 

50 4 

60 7 

Peterborough 

70 6 

72 I 

72 7 

56 7 

60 I 

9 * 4 

1 41 I 

47 9 

58 8 

Lincoln 

70 10 

72 5 

73 2 

58 II 

60 5 

95 a 

44 6 

62 11 

60 xc 

Doncaster .. 

70 0 

71 10 

73 8 ; 

1 56 0 

59 I*. 

93 11 

41 2 

48 4 

6 d 3 

Salisburf ... 

72 III 

1 

72 5 

73 2 

i S9 3 

60 4 

93 8 

| 5 ^ 9 

50 5 

5 fi 3 



Prices of Corar. 


Aweragm Prices of Iftritish Com per Quarter of H Imperial 
Bushels, computed from the Returns received uoder the Com 
Betums Act. 1882, in each Week in 1917, 1918 and 1919. 


Week! 
tnded (ffi 

1919). 



Kc>tb.«— 'Retmtii of purchotet by woi|^bt or wctfbtd mromit tf t oonrfrttd !• 
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PRICES OF AGRICULTURAL PRODUCE. 

Average Prices of Live Stock in England and Wales 
• in October and September, 1919. 

(Compiled from Reports received from the Board’s Market 

Reporters.) 


October. September. 


Description. 

First 

^Ikwde. 

Second 

Orede, 

First 

Orade. • 

Second 

^k«dc. 

Fat Stock 

per cwt. 
live weight. 

per cwt. 
live weight. 

per cwt. 
live weight. 

per cwt. 
live weight. 

Cattle : — 

/. d. 

r. 1 

/. d. 

1. d. : 

Polled Scots 

79 1 

74 S 

79 a 

5^^ S . 

Herefords 

7 « 7 

73 7 

79 0 

73 8 

Shorthorns 

78 8 

73 xo 

78 8 

73 9 

Devons 

78 8 

73 8 

78 6 

73 10 

Welsh Runts 

78 6 

74 0 

77 8 

73 8 

Fat Cows 

73 9 

6$ 9 

73’ 9 

6s 9 

Veal Calves 

First 
Quality, 
per lb.* 

Ml 

Second 
' Quality, 
per lb.* 

IS| 

First 
Quality, 
per lb.* 
d, 
loi 

Second 
Quality 
per lb.* 
if* 

9 

Sheep : — 




X4i 

Downs 

M* 

X4i 

Mi 

Longwools 


*4i 


X4i 

Cheviots 

I4i 

X4i 

I4i 

i4i 

Blackfaced 

i4i 

i4i 

Mi 

Mi 

Welsh 

Ml 

Ui 

I4l 

Mi 

Cross-breds 

Mi 

X4i 

Mi 

Ml 

Pi|s 

per score, 
live weight, 
j f, d. 

per score, 
live weight. 
/. d. 

per score, 
live weight. 
/. d. 

per score, 
live weight. 
#. d. 

Bacon Figs 

1 SI 0 

SI 0 

SI 0 

21 0 

Porkers 

SI 0 

SI 0 

SI 0 

SI 0 

Lban Stock; — 

per head. 

per head. 

per head. 

per head* 

Milking Cows ; — 

£ ! 

£ 


£ *• 

Shortkorns—In Milk 

54 X j 

40 ly 

53 8 i 

39 XI 

,, — Calvers 

48 8 

37 xS 

49 IS j 

37 IS 

Other Breeds — In Milk 

46 2 

35 2 

45 4 1 

33 4 

„ , — Calvers 

33 0 

s8 0 

32 0 

26 10 

Calves for Rearing 

3 IS 

s 13 

3 6 

2 8 

Store Csttle : — 





Shorthorns— Yearlings 

14 19 

IS 6 

15 II 

13 17 

,, — Two-year-olds... 

s6 10 

SI II 

s6 14 

21 13 

„ — Three-year-olds 

36 X 9 

31 Id 

37 0 

3X 7 

Herefords — Two-year-olds. . . 

sy Id 

23 X4 

26 9 

ax S 

Devons — ,1 

sy 6 

22 Z 4 

*8 3 

*3 X 7 

Welsh Runts — •• . 

sy 0 

— 

— 

21 0 

Store Sheep : — 



i 

, 

Hoggs, Hoggets, Tegs, and 
T.ambs- 

s. d. 

1 

1 . d. 

1. d. i 

J. d. 

Downs or Longwools ... 

63 3 

5X 3 

58 10 

49 0 

Store Pigs :-«• 




S to 19 weeks old 

19 + 

36 6 

S« 3 

41 s 

IS to iS f, ft *•« 

89 3 

71 2 

94 5 

74 0 , 


* Estimated carcass weight. 

Nora.— The prices per lb. for sheep do not include the value of the skins or pelts, which 
dorinE October made prices equivalent to ant additional! ad. per lb. ef the carcass 
weight for Downs, Blackfaced, Welsh, and Ciossbreds, and 3|ir, lor Longwools and 
Cheviots, and during September, i|d* per lb. for Downs, Blackfaced and Welsh, as. for 
Longwools and Crossbreds* and agd, for Cheviots, 
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Averagb Prices of Provisions, Potatoes and Hay at 
cotdn Markets in England in October, 1919. 

{Compiled from Reports received from the Boards Market 

Reporters.) 



Bristol. 

Liverpool. 

London. 

Description. 





« 



First 

Second 

First 

Second 

First 

Second 


Quality. 

Quality, 

Quality. 

Quality. 

Quality. 

Quality; 


/. 1/. 

/. df. 

i. d. 

s. 

/. d. 

/. d. 

Butter 

per 12 lb. 

per 12 lb 

per 12 lb. 

per 12 lb 

per 12 lb. 

per 12 lb. 

British 

— 

— 

— 

27 6 

— 

Irish Creamery — Fresh 

per cwt. 

per cwt. 

per cwt. 

per cwt. 

per cwt. 

per cwt. 

— 


... 


,1 Factory 





...... 


Imported (Controlled) 

2 S 2 0 

— 

253 0 

— 

352 0 

— 

Cheese 







British— 







Cheddar 

144 6 

— 

— 

— 

144 6 





120 lb. 


120 lb. 


Cheshire 

— 


IS 5 0 

— 

155 0 

— 

Canadian 



per cwt. 


per cwt. 


144 6 

— 

144 6 

— 

144 6 

— 

Bacon 







Irish (Green) 

I9S 6 

... 

195 6 


>95 6 

... 

Canadian (Green sides) 

192 0 

— 

192 0 

— 

T92 0 

— 

Hams 







York (Dried or 







Smoked) 


..... 





Irish ( Dried or Smoked) 
American (Green) 

— 

— 

— 

— 

— 

— 

(long cut) 

195 0 

— 

195 0 

— • 

19s 0 

— 

Eggs 

per 120. 

per lao. 

per 120. 

per 120. 

per 120. 

per 120. 

British 

— 


». 


50 0 

49 7 

Irish 

48 7 


45 7 

44 0 

46 0 

44 0 

American 

37 3 

— 

34 0 

3* 7 

35 2 

33 2 

Potatoes ; — 

per ton. 

per ton. 

per ton. 

per ton. 

per ton. 

per ton. 

British Queen 

216 0 

186 0 

213 6 

190 0 

222 0 

204 0 

Arran Chief 

216 0 

180 0 





232 0 

202 0 

Other Late Varieties... 

218 0 

186 0 

223 6 

180 0 

222 0 

200 0 

Hay 







QoTer 

Meadow 

— 

— 

— 


0 0 

27s 0 

270 0 
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Average Prices of Dead Meat at certain Markets in 
England in October, 1919. 

(Compiled from Reports received from tiie Board’s Market 

Reporters.) 


Description. 

Quality. 

1 

j Birming- 
ham. 

Leeds. 

Liver- 

pool. 

London. 

Man- 

Chester. 



per cwt. 

per cwt. 

per cwt. 

per cwt. 

per cwt. 

Bur 


s. 


/. 4 


/. d. 

s. 

d. 

X. d. 

English 

1st 

*33 

6 

*33 

6 

— 

*33 

6 

*33 

6 


2nd 

*33 

6 

133 

6 

— 

*33 

6 

*33 

6 

Cow and Bull 

1st 

*33 

6 

*33 

6 

*33 6 

*33 

6 

*33 

6 


2nd 

*33 

6 

*33 

6 

115 0 

*17 

0 

1*5 

0 

Irish : Port KiUed 

1st 





— I 

*34 

6 




2nd 

— 


— 



*34 

6 

— 


Argentine Frosen — 











Hind Quarters 

1st 

lai 

0 

121 

6 

122 0 

121 

6 

*23 

6 

Fore „ 

1st 

89 

0 

90 

0 

89 6 

90 

0 

93 

6 

Australian Frozen — 











tlind Quarters 

1st 

121 

0 

118 

6 

— 

121 

6 

1*4 

6 

Fore „ 

1st 

89 

0 

! 84 

6 

— 

90 

0 

78 

0 

Brazilian Froten^ 







1 




Hind Quarters 

1st 1 

— 


— 


— 

121 

0 

— 


Fore 1, 

1st 

— 




— 

89 

0 



Vial:— 











British 

1st 

95 

6 

98 

0 

— 

96 

6 


0 


2nd 



76 

6 

— 

8j 

6 

98 

0 

Mutton 






! 





Scotch 

1st 

*41 

6 

140 

6 

140 6 

14* 

6 

140 

6 


2nd 

141 

6 

140 

6 

14-) 6 

*4* 

6 

*42 

6 

English 

1st 

140 

6 

1 140 

6 

— 

1 *43 

6 

149 

6 


2nd 

140 

6 

140 

6 

— 

140 

6 

140 

6 

Irish : Port Killed 

1st 



— 


— 

— 


— 



2nd 

— 


— 


— 

i — 


— 


Argentine Frozen 

1st 

112 

0 

112 

6 

112 6 

1 112 

6 

**3 

6 

New Zealand „ 

1st 

1 __ 


— 


^ — 

112 

6 

**5 

6 

Australian •• 

1st 

1 


— 



112 

6 



Lamb;— 











British 

1st 

140 

6 

140 

6 

140 6 

141 

6 

140 

6 


2nd 

140 

6 

140 

6 

140 6 

*41 

6 

140 

0 

New Zealand 

1st 

108 

6 

108 

6 

— 

112 

6 

**5 

6 

Australian 

1st 

— 


119 

0 

— 

112 

6 

— 


Argentine 

1st 

112 

0 

112 

6 


112 

6 

119 

0 

Pobk:— 











British 

1st 

— 


— 


149 6 

*49 

6 

*49 

6 


and 





— 

— 


— 


Frosen 

1st 

MM 


" 



*33 

0 









DiSEASSS OF ANIKAIA 


DISEASES OF ANIMALS ACTS 1894 to 19x4. 

Mumbbs or OozBs&un, and of Amihau Attacked or ^nghtared. 
GREAT BRITAIN. 

(From th» Rttums of tk* Board cf Agtieuttura and Fisharies,) 



Anthrax:— 

Outbreaks 

Animals attacked 


Poot-mid-Month Diseue:— 

Outbreaks 

I Animals slaughtered as diseased 
or exposed to infection ... 


GUtsdeni (including Farcy>: 
Outbreaks 
Animals attacked 

Parntitic Mange : — 

Outbreaks 

Animals attacked 


Rabies 

Number of cases 

i» t* Dogs affected ... 

,, „ other animals 

affected 

5 

3 

2 

Sheep-scab : — 

Outbreaks 

41 

Swine Fever:— 


Outbreaks 

210 

Swine slaughtered as <hseased 


or exposed to infection ... 

97 



IRELAND 

(From tk$ Rttums of ths Department of Afpriculture and Technical 
Instruction for Ireland,) 









































Weather nr Bhgeani)' svrimg Octobek. 



* l» 

t Si 

O Q< 


Wmk §ndin§ 4th Oci 
Englaiici, N ti. 
England, £. .. 
Midland Countiet 
England, S.E. 
England, N.W. 
England, S.W. 
Engliih Channel 

W§$k ending nth Oc 
England, N.E. 
England, E. 
Midland Counties 
England, S.E. 
England, N.W. 
England, S W. 
English Channel 

Week ending i8th Oct 
England, N.E. 
England, £. ... 
Midland Counties 
England, S.E. 
England, N.W. 
England, S.W. 
English Channel 

Week ending 2$th Oct 
England, N.E. 
England, E. ... 
Mimnd Counties 
England, S.E. 
England, N.W. 
England, S.W. 
English Channel 

Week ending ist Notr 
England, N.E. 
England, £. 
Midland Counties 
England, S.E. 
England, N.W. 
England, S W. 
En^ish Channel 
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ADDITIONS TO THE LIBRARY. 

Agiicnltnre, Genenl aad MiioellatiMns— 

Office of Works, — Report on the Cultivation of Certain Areas in the Royal 
Parks (4 pp.)[Cmd. 1x4] London : H.M. Stationery Office, 1919. id, net. 

[338.58J 

British Museum {Natural History) . — Monograph of the British Lichens: 
A Descriptive Catalogue by A, L, Smith, Part I, [Second Edition] 
(520 pp. + 71 pi.) London : British Museum (Natural History), 1918. 
[56-2.] 

Pethyhrxdge, G. H, — Is it possible to distinguish the Seeds of Wild White 
Clover from those of Ordinary White Clover by Chemical Means during 
a Germination Test ? (248-258 pp.). [Econ. Proc. Roy. Dub. Soc., 

Vol. ii., No. 14, May, 1919.] London : Williams & Norgate, 1919. 6d, 
[63.1951 ; 63.33WJ 

Hickel, R, — Graines et Plantules des Arbres et Arbustes indigenes et 
commun6ment cultiv^s cn France. I. Conifftres (179 pp.). if. Angio- 
spermes (349 pp.). Versailles: L* Auteur, xi bis, Rue Ch^mp-la 
Garde. 1911-14- [63-1951 ; 58(02).] 

Horticultural Education Association, — Contributions to the Reconstruction 
of Horticultural Education (32 pp.) [1919.] [37.635.] 

Weigall, A, G., and Wrey, Castell, — ^A Large State Farm : A Business and 
Educational Undertaking (82 pp.). London: John Murray, 1919. 
2S.6if.net. [63.191; 371.] 

V, S. Department of Agriculture . — ^Farmer's BUIL1045 : — ^Laying out Fields 
for Tractor Ploughing (40 pp.). Washington, 1919- [63.196.] 

Bainhridge, F , — ^The Effect of Fluorspar Additions on the Phosphates ia 
Basic Slag (8 pp.). Iron and Steel Institute, 1919. [63.1672.] 

Dendy, A . (Edit.) . — ^Animal Life and Human Progress (22 7 pp.) . London : 

Constable <& Co., 1919. 105. 6d. [59.16.] 

Wahnschaffe, F., und Schucht. F , — ^Anleitung zur wissenschaftlichen 
Bodenuntersuchung (3^ Auflage) (216 pp.) &rlin : Paul Parey, 1914. 
f63-ii3-] 

Royal Danish Agricultural Society, — A Short Survey of Danish Agriculture 
(64 pp.) Copenhagen, 1913. [63(489).] 

0*Shea, T, J. — Farming and Planting in British East Africa (162 pp.) 

London and Nairob* : Newland, Tarlton & Co., 1917. [63(6).] 

Robison, E, (Edit.), — Vocational Education (303 pp.) 'New York: 

I H. W. Wilson & Co„ 1917. Si . 25 net. [37(02) ; 371.] 

Armstrong College, — Cockle Park Bull. 29 : — Guide to Experiments in 
1919 (87 pp.) Newcastle -on -Tyne, 1919. 

Lovell, J, H. — ^The Flower and the Bee : Plant Life and Pollination 
(286 pp. 4- 1 19 figs.) London : Constable & Co., X919. xo5. 6d, not,. 
[58(02) ; 63.81(02) ; 63.41(a).] 

Thomson, J, A — Heredity [Third Edition] (627 pp.) London : John 
Muriay, 1919. 155.net. [575.1.] 

Powell Owen, W, — ^A Living from the Land (144 pp.) London : George 
Newnes, 1919, 55. net, [63(022).] 

Field Crops — 

British East Africa, Department of Agriculture, — ^Bull. 3 : — Hints on Flax 
Cultivation and Flax Culture (10 pp.) Nairobi, 19x9. [63.34111.] 

Board of Trade, — Interim Report of the Empire Flax Growing Committee 
on the General Situation and Immediate Prospects of Supply in April, 
1919 (II pp.) [Cmd. 281.] London: HJd. Stationery Office, 1919. 
2d.net. [63.34111.] 

Lane, D, Y , — ^The World’s Wheat (40 pp.) Liverpool : Northern Pub- 
lishing Company, 1916. as, 6d, [63,311 : 31.] 

Horticulture— 

Trenkle, R.— Der Gemtisesamenbau (139 pp.) Stuttgart : Eugen Ulme 
1919. 2M. 60. [63.1951 ; 63.51(02).] 

LansdeU, J, — Grapes and how to Grow them (1x4 pp.) London ; W. H. 
( & L. Collingridge, X919. 3s. 6d. [63.46.] 

Moore, Sir F , — Horticultural Resources [of Ireland] (20 pp.) DuUia : 
Royal Dublin Society, 1919. 6d, [63.41(4x5).] 
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llairyitig Aod Food, Goneral— 

Skeehy, E, J , — Possible Causes of Variation in the Quantity and Quality 
of Cows* Milk (585-596 pp.) [Sci. I>roc. Roy. Dub^'^Soc., Vol. xv. (N.S-), 
No. 42, May, iQiQ*] I^ndon : Williams & Norgate, 1919. 6a. 

[63.712 ; 612.664.] 

Sheeky, E, /. — ^The Comparative Variation of the Constituent Substances 
of Cows* Milk {574-584 pp.J [Sci. Proc. Roy. Dub. Soc., Vol. xv. (N.S.) 
No. 41, May, 191 90 Ix)ndon : Williams & Norgatc, 1919. 6 a, 

[63.712 ; 612. 664 0 

Shechy, E, J . — ^An Economic Method of Determining the Average Per* 
centage of Fat in a Cow’s Milk for a Lactation Period (546-573 pp,> 
fSci. 6oc. Roy. Dub. Soc., Vol. xv. (N.S.), No. 40, May, 1919.] London: 

, Williams & Norgate, 1919. is. [63.712.] 

Yeld, Ellen , — Practical Cheese making for Smallholders, Fanners and 
Others (Fifth Edition) (55 pp.) Leominster • Orphans* Printing 
Press, 1919. 25 . net. [63.7(02).] 

Thom, C., and Fisk, W. W , — ^The Book of Cheese (392 pp.) New York and 
London: The Macmillan Company, 1918. 8s. [63.73(02).] 

Guenon, F . — On Milch Cow's : a Treatise on the Bovine Species in General 
(translated by H. Hand) (131 pp.) New York : Orange Judd Company, 

1918, [63.711(02).] 

Select Committee {Lords) on Milk Production . — Report on the Prices fixed 
by the Ministry of Food (2 pp.) [H.L. 161.] London : II.M. Stationery 
Office. 1919. ia.net. [63714.] 

Ministry of Food , — Report of Travelling Commission of Enquiry into the 
Cost of Production of Milk (14 pp.) [Cmd. 233.] London: H.M. 
Stationery Office, 1919. 2d. net. [63.714.] 

Hunziker, O, F. — C'ondensed Milk and Milk Powder (Second Edition] 
(317 pp.) The Author, La Grange, Illinois, iqi8. [63.715.] 

Committee on the Production and Distribution of Milk , — Third Interim 
Report (30 pp.) [Cmd. 315.] London: H.M. Stationery Office, 1918. 
3a. net. [63.714.] 

West of Scotland Agricultural Collcf^e , — Bull. 92 : — Experiments in the 
Manufacture of Rennet (36 pp. +3 pi.) Glasgow, 1919. [63.73(04).! 

Hill, C, L. — The Guernsej^ Breed (415 pp.) Wafciloo, Iowa : Fred L. 
Kimball Company, 1917. [63.711.] 

Birds, Bees and Poultry— 

West of Scotland Agricultural College.- lUill. 91 : — Report on the Demon- 
stration Poultry Crofts at Tirce and Glenlucc (n pp.) Glasgow, 1919. 
[63.051(04) ] 

Paynter, F, G . — Paynter's Systtm of Poultry* Rearing or i^oo a Yeai 
from Hens (162 pp.) [Secoml Edition.] London : ** Country Life,** 

1919. 5s.net. [63.651(02).] 

West of Scotland Agricultural College, — Bull. 93: — ^'I'hc Pioducbon of 
Honey (56 pp.) Glasgow, 19T 9 - [63.81(04).] 

Departmental Committee on the Protection of Wild Birds , — ^Report (44 pp.) 
[Cmd. 295.] London: H.M. Stationery Office, 1919- 6a. net. 

[59.162.] 

Hurst, J, W , — Utility Ducks and Geese : Their Successful Management 
lor Egg and Meat Production (93 pp.) I..ondon : Constable & Co., 
1919. 25 , oa. net. [63.O57 ; 63.658.] 

Economics— 

Balinsky, P , — The IVoblem of I.aml Ownersbii) ; A l*roposal for its 
Rational Solution (96 pp.) New York: Privately Pnnlcd, 1919. 
[333.5.] 

Tumor, C . — Land Nationalisation (77-93 PP ) [Journal of the Farmers* 
Club, June, 1919.] [336.99; 333*5-] 
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Potash Recovery at Cement Plants. A. W,G, WHson. (Jour. Soc. Chem. 

Indust., August 15, ioi9*) [63*1673.] 

The Breaking up of Permanent Grass in igiB, C, Btyner Jones. (Jour* 
Roy, Agnc. Soc., Vol. 79. 1918.) [63.196.] 

Modem Haymaking and Haymaking Machinery, J. R. Bond. (Jour. 

Roy. Agric. Soc., Vol. 79. 1918.) [63.1982 : 63.17(04).] 

The Uses of Weeds and Wild Plants, W. E. Brenchley. (Science Progress, 
Jnly, 1919.) [5« i6 ; 63.259(04).] . . . .^ „ , 

Die Zukunft des hSheren forstlichcn Unfemchts in Preussen, 2>. Mdllet. 

(Zeit. Forst. u. Jagd., JuH. 1919-) [37 634O 

The Influence of Heated Soils on Seed Germination and Plant Growth, 
L Johnson. (Soil Science, January, 1919.) [63.115.] * 

A Survey of the Development of the Servian Nation, G. Diouritch. (Jour, 
Roy. Stat. Soc., May, 1919.) [63(4!.] 

Reclamation of Peat Bogs (Jour. Roy. Soc. Arts, nth July, 1919*) 
[662.6.] 

Soil Making, E. J. Russell. (Jour. Roy. Hort. Soc., May, 1919*) 
[63.11(04).] 


Field CSrops— 

Cullivation of Carobs in Algeria 

[63*342.] ^ 

Kew Zealand Flax. 

1919) [63*3410 

Conference on the 
British Empire. 

[63.343.] 

A Note on the Economy of Silos in Farm Management, F. Smith. 
Roy. Agric. Soc., Vol. 79, 191®.) [63.1985O 


(Jour. Roy. Soc. Arts, 27th June, 1919*) 

(Roy. Bot. Card., Kew, Bull. Misc. Inform., No. 4, 

Production and Consumption of Sugar within the 
(Jour. Soc. Chem. Indust., 15th August, 1919*) 

(Jour. 


Horticulture- 

Food Value of Vegetables, F. Stoker. (Jour. Roy. Hort. Soc., May, 19x9.) 
[63.51(04) .] 

Relation of Weather to Fruitfulness in the Plum, M. J. Dorsey. (Jour. 
Agric. Research, June i6th, 1919.) [63 .41 (<»)•] 

Ftaat Diseases— 

The Difficulties of Growing Red Qover — Clover Sickness and other 
Causes of Failure, A. Amos. (Jour. Roy. Agric. Soc., Vol. 79, 1918.) 
{63.33(6).] 

Root-l 6 iot (Eel Worm) Disease of Tomatoes, R. Robson. (Jour. Roy. 
Hort. Soc., May, 1919 ) [63*27.] 

The *' Brown Rot Diseases of Fruit Trees, with Special Reference to 
two Biologic Forms of Monilia cinerea, I., H. Wormald. (Ann Botany, 
July, 1919.) [63.24 ; 63.24—41.] 

Forestry- 

Die KienSlgewinnung im Wald von BiaJowics, A. Parst. (Natur. Zeit* 
Forst. u. I.^d., April/Mai, 19x9.) [63.49~-X97*] 

Bag^eering— 

Crop Cycles in the United Kingdom and in the United States, H. L. Moore.. 

(Jour. Roy. Stat. Soc., May, 19x9.) [551.5.] 

The' Work of the Motor Tractor, G. H. Garrad, (Jour. Roy. Agric. Soc.» 
Vol. 79, 1918.) [63.175.] 

Economics- 

Tithes, Corn Rents, and Tithe Rentcharge, P. W. Millard. (Jour. Roy. 
•Agric. Soc., Vol. 79, 1918.) [34®*] 
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EDITORIAL NOTES. 

With the passing of the Agriculture (Councils) Bill througl 
the House of Commons, a big step has been taken toward! 

^ that re-organisation of agriculture which 

recognised as one of the paramount 
(CoTmciU) Bin. forgotten 

that the Board did not come into being as a great admini- 
strative department ; they merely took over the administration 
of certain Acts of Parliament and issued general advice to 
those who cared to avail themselves of the ever-growing 
fruits of modern knowledge. To-day the whole position is 
changed. The Board are entrusted with many important 
tasks. They stimulate food production, direct and control 
cultivation, assist and supervise research work and education, 
and, in short, look after all interests, large and small, that are 
concerned with the production of home-grown food supplies. 
The Prime Minister has said that agricultme is still the nation’s 
largest and most important industry, and it follows that in the 
conduct of that industry the President and the Board must 
have the best advice obtainable. To this end a Council of 
Agriculture for England and a Council of Agriculture for 
Wales, with a smaller Advisory Committee for both England 
and Wales, are being established, while each County will set 
up its own Local Agriculture Committee. The procedure is 
not very complicated. To each County Council’s A^cultural 
Committee at least one-third of the members will be 
nominated by the Board. All purely agricultural questions 
that are now brought to the County Councils will be referred 
to these committees, while sub-committees will deal with 
animal diseases, small holdings and allotments, land drainage, 
the control of cultivation, and like questions, though in the 
two last instances specified they will exercise the powers of 
and take instructions from the Board. 

3 N 
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The Agricultural Councils for England and Wato will 
be made up ct representatives of the Local Agricultural 
Committees, and a certain element nominated by the Board, 
which will include representatives of Labour, Women, 
Horticultmrer and Agricultural Education and Research. The 
Agricultural Wages Board will also be represented. These 
Councils will meet at least twice a year to discuss agricultural 
questions of general interest. There will be a much smaller 
body called the Agricultural Advisory Committee, composed 
of twelve members representing bo^ England and Wales, 
nominated in part by the English and Welsh Councils and in 
part by the Board, which will meet at least once a quarter, 
and perhaps more often, and form an Advisory Committee for 
the assistance of the President. In this way the agricultural 
community will have the means which it has long desired of 
expressing its views on agricultural policy and of making 
known to the President, in whom the responsibility is vested, 
its opinions of agricultural affairs by the Board. 

It will be seen that the Bill bears the fruit of a hard-won 
knowledge gained during the years of war. It was foimd then 
that the County Agricultural Executive Committees, com- 
posed of the best agriculturists in each district, showed both 
administrative and executive capacity of a kind that was 
invaluable to the country. Clearly gifts like theirs are too 
valuable to agriculture to be withdrawn from its service now 
that peace has brought fresh problems that demand for their 
wise solution the best advice, the most alert agricultural 
intelligence and the greatest public spirit. 


Towards the end "of November, the Military' Authorities 

notified the Board that all prisoners of war working in agricul- 

_ _ . tmre had been repatriated and all parent 

Garmui PruonerB j x 

on EntliBh Fami. working camps closed. In view of 

the conclusion of a remarkable piece of 
work it is perhaps of interest to recalf the conditions und^ 
which prisoners aided the great task of food production. Their 
earliest employment dates from the beginning of 1917, and until 
the last camp closed the prisoners remained under the control 
and in the custody of the Military Authorities. Their work 
and the allocation of their labour were left to the Food Produc- 
tion Department of the Board acting through the County War 
Agricultural Executive Committees. The total numb^ of men 
allotted to the Food ProdOciion Department for agricultural 
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work varied from time to time. In January, 1919, there 
were over 30,000 ; when repatriation be^;an in September 
last rather more than 25,000 remained. Prisoners wwe 
divided into four classes : — 

(1) Those working from depots, who went daily to the 
farms and returned to the camp at night ; 

(2) Prisoners boarding and lodging with farmers, who were 
responsible for their safe custody ; 

(3) Prisoners working from parent camps ; 

(4) Migratory gangs of ten men in charge of a single guard. 

Farmers were required to pay the standard rate of wages 

prevailing in the district, and out of this pay prisoners received 
2 d. an hour if non-commissioned officers, i if skilled work- 
men and id. an hour if ordinary workers. The day averaged 
from eight to nine hours with occasional overtime for which 
prisoners were paid at double rates. There was an arrange- 
ment by which prisoners were to be withdrawn from farms in 
any neighbourhood where there was imemployment among 
agricultural labourers, but there were few complaints, because 
it is only of late that the great labour shortage in rural England 
has been overcome. Every kind of agricultural work was 
undertaken by the Germans, including skilled market gardening 
by selected men, the preparation of land for trees, tree planting, 
the cleansing of water courses and the repair of river banks. 
There are cases on record in which crops would have been lost 
but for the assistance given from prison camps, and it may be 
stated that the conduct and behaviour of the prisoners gave 
general satisfaction. It was estimated when repatriation 
started that 400 prisoners would be sent home daily, but the 
work was seriously delayed by the railway strike. 

4 : ]|K 4c 4c ||S l|l 

It has been decided to hold the second National Rat Week 
between Monday the 29th December and Satiurday, the 3rd 
January, by which time it is hoped that 
Rats and Mice (Destruction) Bill 
will have become a law of the land. Many 
lessons were offered by the first Rat Week to aU who were 
prepared to learn them, and perhaps the most important point 
to be placed before rural authorities, and kept before them, 
too, is the tendency of rats to migrate from threatened areas. 
This habit was very clearly marked in the course of the October 
campaign. There was a period of rapid destruction, and then 
people in areas where the Local Authority had failed them 
found that there wo'e more rats than ever. The truth is that 

3 N 2 
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the vermin had sought the parts in which they were not molested. 
Long before the date of the first rat week caine round this hap- 
pening had been anticipated, and Local Authorities had been 
warned that neglect of their duty would add to the troubles of 
those whose welfare they were appointed to secure. It is to 
be hoped, indeed it is to be expected, that the action taken 
against rats in the week beginning on the 29th of this month 
will be united, and that there will be no Cities of Refine for the 
enemy. It has been proved by recent experience that the most 
effective poisons are preparations of Carbonate of Barium and 
Red Squills, and it should be clearly understood that the 
Board of Agriculture do not recommend the use of apy Virus. 
It is to be hoped that there will be a third National Rat Wee k 
during February, and that the result of Ithe coming effort, 
made at a time when reproduction is at its lowest ebb, will 
be a very real benefit to the health and the pocket of the 
community. 


THE 

OFFICIAL SEED TESTING STATION. 

SECOND ANNUAL RiPOHT. 

Since the publication of the last Annual Report of the Seed 
Testing Station* considerable changes have taken place in 
relation to the Station and its work. The Station^ which was 
working under somewhat cramped conditions at 72, Victoria 
Street, Westminster, S.W.i, has now been transferred to 
18, Leigham Court Road, Streatham Hill, S.W. 16. These 
premises provide considerably greater accommodation, while 
small areas of garden and glass are available, which will 
enable the Station to undertake lines of work which were 
previously impossible. 

Mr. R. G. Stapledon, to whom the successful establishment 
of the Station on an efficient basis is so largely due, has 
resigned the position of Director consequent' on his appoint- 
ment to the Chair of Agricultural B6tany at the University 
of Wales, Aberystwyth. 

A brief Interim Report on the work of the Station was pub- 
lished in the issue of this Journal for February last. The 
present Report covers the year from ist August, 1918, to 
31st July, 1919, and is intended to give an outline of the results 
of tests conducted during that period. It is not proposed, 
ho wever , to c onsider the nature of the impurities occurring in 

* See this Journal^ September, 1918, p. 641. 




1919 -] The Official Seed Testing Station. 


869 


the samples tested in such detail as was done last year. The 
nature of these impurities does not vary much from year to 
year, and it does not appear to be necessary for the details 
to be included in each Annual Report. The data, however, 
are available, should they be required. 

The First Annual Report of the Seed Testing Station covered 
the period up to 31st July, 1918. During the year ended 31st 
July, 1919, 23,604 samples were submitted to the Station for 
testing, exclusive of about 2,000 small packet samples received 
from the Seed Control Branch of the Board of Agriculture. 
This total is more than three times that of the season 
1917-18, when 7,744 samples were tested, and shows the extent 
to which the work of the Station has increased. It is not likely 
that the present season will show a corresponding increase, but 
it is estimated that at least 30,000 samples will be received. 

The following table indicates the sources from which the 
samples were received. The figures for the previous season 
are given for comparison : — 

Table I. Relative increase. 



igiy-i8e 

igx8’~ig. 

Figures for 
jgiy--i8 

^ ^ ) Number sending samples . . 

Seed Finns | of samples received 

492 

808 

-JOO. 

164 

5,676 

13,950 

246 

, , , ( „ sending samples . . 

farmers, etc. | samples received 

Public Depts. — Number of samples received 

772 

2,467 

319 

1,553 

4,541 

293 

515 

5,113 

993 

Total number of samples 

7,744 

23,604 

305 


The most gratifying feature of the above table is the increase 
in the number of farmers who have made use of the Station. 
In many cases, of course, the farmer had his seed tested in 
order to obtain figures on which to base a declaration in case 
of sale. The majority of the farmers’ samples, however, con- 
sisted of seed which they themselves intended to sow. Several 
cases came to notice in which farmers acknowledged that as a 
result of the Board’s seed- testing facilities they were saved from 
sowing bad seed and so incmring a loss on their operations. 

A study of the map on p. 871, which has been reproduced 
from a larger map prepared for the Show of the Royal Agri- 
cultmal Society, will show that there is no very close relation 
between the amoimt of agricultural land in a county and the 
number of farmers in that county who have sent samples for 
test. Evidence has been obtained, however, which makes it 
clear that the use made of the Station by farmers of a particular 
county, is largely dependent upon the activity in this direction 
of the County Agricultural Stsdi. The counties which have 
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made the most iise of the Station are Devon, Stafford, York* 
shire, Lancashire and Lincoln, but in proportion to area Angle- 
^y, Montgomery, Stafford, Devon and Cornwall show the 
b^t records. In some counties it would be of value if the 
importance of seed testing could be brought home to farmers 
It is instructive to note that, whereas in Anglesey one farmer 
per 1,185 acres of land vmder rotation sent samples to be tested, 
in Wiltshire only one farmer per 18,092 acres sent samples. 

The large increase in the number of samples received from 
Public Departments is accounted for largely by some 2,000 
samples of oats, which were tested for the Board before shipment 
to France, and by an increased number of " control ” samples. 

The distribution according to species of the total number 
of samples tested is shown in Table II. The corresponding 
figures for last season are given for comparison. It will be 
noted that the increase is greatest in the case of cereals, pulse 
and vegetables ; in grass and clover samples the increase is 
relatively small. The explanations for this are several, but the 
two which have most bearing on the* figures are {a) the fact 
that the Station was not opened until November, 1917, and 
that consequently much seed corn and stocks of vegetable 
seed which had been held over were excluded from the previous 
year’s total, and (i) the poor harvest of English clovers in 1918. 

The 1918-19 figures show an increase over those for 1917-18 
in every case except meadow fescue, and in some cases the 
increase is tenfold. 


Table II . — Showing Number of Samples of different 
Kinds of Seeds tested. 


Cereals — 

Wheat 


1917- 

1918- 


1918, 

206 


Barley . . 


348 

m 

Oats 


1.370 

6,207 

Rye 


10 

192 

Maize 

Pulses — 


24 

31 

Peas 


93 

942 

Beans 


61 

476 

Vetches . . 


77 

271 

Roots and Vegetables-^ 



Turnips . . 


323 

614 

Swedes . , 


369 

496 

Rape 

Kale 


75 

73 

113 

149 

Cabbage . . 
Other Crucifers 


zoB 

44 

490 

662 

^ Mangolds 


594 

1,184 

Beet 


52 

390 

Onions . . 


145 

696 

Paxsnips • , 


24 

206 

Caxrcfts • • 


44 

461 



J917- 

1918- 

Clovers — 

19184 


Red Clover 

1,249 

Alsike 

392 

460 

White Qover 

3^3 

486 

Trefoil • . 

294 

602 

Lucerne . . 

7a 

134 

Sainfoin • • 

66 

131 

Crimson Qover . . 

38 

174 

Other Legumes . . 
Grasses — 

6 

66 

Perennial Rye 'grass 347 

460 

Italian ,, 

340 

620 

Cocksfoot 

157 

247 

Timothy • • 

151 

174 

Meadow Fescue 

77 

76 

Crested Dogstail 
dher Grasses and 

58 

76 

Mixtures 

14 

70 

Linseed 

92 

606 

Forest Trees •• 

0 

60 

MiseelUmeom » * 

34 

16 
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The distribution of samples through the seed testing year is 
shown in Table III., and also in the diagram on p. 873. 

Table HI . — Showing Number of Samples recdved 


per Mon(h. 


1917-18 .. 

Aug. 

Sept. 

Oct. 

Nov. 

Dec. 

Jan. 

. . — 

— 

— 

276 

1,084 

1.895 

19x8-19 . . 

.. 436 

1,819 

2.493 

r.624 

1.813 

4.651 

1917-18 .. 

Fa. 

Mat. 

Apr. 

May, 

June, 

July. 

.. 1,944 

i »399 

695 

135 

126 

190 

X918-19 : 

■ • 3.670 

4,021 

2,213 

I >542 

908 

406 



Ibp diowiitg unaiber of fannon in each county sent saotyles ixx test during tfae 
'season, dot represents five formers. 
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It will be noted that the height of the season was about a 
month later than was the case in 1917-18. February and 
March were the busiest months, as against January and 
February in 1917-18. This is in part explained by the bad 
weather before Christmas, which delayed the threshing out of 
some of the home-grown seed crops. 

CEREALS. 

The germination of all the cereals was femarkably good. 
A low average germination might have been expected, owing 
to the wet harvest, but, as a matter of fact, in all cases the 
germination was considerably higher than that of the previous 
year. The increase is about 10 per cent, in the case of wheat 
and rye, and about 6 per cent, in the case of barley and oats. 

Only just over 5 per cent, of the cereal samples germinated 
below the minimum figures of germination scheduled in the 
Testing of Seed Order,* and in quite half of these the growth 
was only slightly below this figure. In the case of bzirley, oats 
and rye, these poor samples were evenly distributed through 
the testing season, but in the case of w^heat it was noticed, as 
was found last year, that the majority of the bad samples were 
spring wheats. 


Table IV . — Showing the Percentage Germination oj Cereals. 



Number of 
Samples 
included 
in the 
Average. 

Range of 
Germination. 
Per Cent. 

Average 
Germination. 
Per Cent. 

Percentage 
of Samples 
Germinating 
below 


1918-19. 

1917-18. 

** Standard.** 
1918-19. 

Wheat 

3*337 

100-2 

97-3 

85-4 

33 

Barley 

977 

100-23 

957 

89-4 

6-6 

Oats 

3,357 

lOO-I 

95*1 

89'5 

6*2 

Rye 

191 

100-40 

96*5 

84*8 

3‘i 

Maize 

31 

100-22 

81*0 

j 74*9 



Many freshly-harvested samples showed low germination 
" as received,” but after appropriate treatment a considerably 
better germination was obtained in most cases. This subject 
was discussed in an article published in the issue of this Journal 
for July last, and it is unnecessary to go into details in this 
Report. It may be mentioned, however, that the main facts 
elicited were that an increased germination frequently occurs 

• Tliese " minimum figures of germination " are hereafter referred to as 
Standards/* This term is an undesirable one* but it has the merit of being 
brief and is, moreover, in general use by the Seed Trade. 
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yffhai freshly-harvested samples of wheat, barley and rye 
are subjected to a preliminary drying process — ^three days at 
40 d^. C. bdng foimd to be- suitable — ^but that in the case of 
oats the effect is not so marked, and that a longer period of 
<hying at a lower temperature gives better results. 

" Bunted ” grains were present in 5-7 per cent, of the wheat 
samples ; the number of samples which were contaminated by 
" Bimt ” spores, however, was very much greater. 2*7 per cent, 
of the wheat samples contained “ Ear Cockles " or “ Burnt 
Com ” (due to the eelworm, Tylenchus scandens), and it was 
noticed that samples so affected came mainly from the west 
and south-west of England. Of the barley samples, about 
6 per cent, were visibly affected with the spores of one or other 
of the species of barley smut, the " closed ’’ smut {UsHlago 
Hordei) being the more frequent. 10-5 per cent, of the rye 
samples contained Ergots {Claviceps purpurea). 

Comparatively few samples contained excessive amounts of 
weed seeds, and on the whole the samples were much cleaner 
than was the case in 1917-18. 

PULSC. 

The germination of peas was about 8 per cent, lower than in 
1917-18, and nearly one-third of the samples tested were 
below the Standard.” English-grown seed, in particular, was 
of low quality, probably owing to the wet harvest. There 
was, however, very much less damage by beetles than usual, 
less than i per cent, of the samples being visibly attacked by 
these pests. 

On the whole the beans showed higher figures than in the 
previous season. The germination of field and broad beans 
was quite satisfactory, and dwarfs averaged 24 per cent, 
higher than in 1917-18. Scarlet runners, however, were slightly 
lower. About a quarter of the dwarf and runner samples 
were below " Standard.” Although there was little beetle 
attack in peas, it was found to be very bad in beans, no less 
than 217 per cent, of such samples being affected. 

Vetches showed a high average figure of germination, but 
even in this case one-fifth of the samples were below “Standard.” 

There were comparatively few pea and bean samples with a 
purity of less than 97 per cent., but many vetch samples con- 
tained large amounts of the seed of the \^ous co’eals. 

ROOT ANO VfCETABU CROPS. 

All cruciferous seeds, with the exertion of rape, show an 
increase upon the 1917-18 figures, varying from 2 per cent. fOT 
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cabbage to 6 per cent, for kale. The average germination for 
rape is 7 per cent, lower than in the previous year. Roughly, 
about one-third of all crucifer samples ^owed germination 
figures below the " Standards." It is interesting to note 
that the average for the season agrees very closely with’ the 
" Standard," except in the case of Brussels sprouts. 

Mangolds and sugar beet did not germinate so wdl as in 
19x7-18. Garden beet, on the other hand, shows a considorable 


Table V. — Showing the Percentage of Germination of 
Pulses, and Root and Vegetable Crops. 





Average 

Percentage 


Number of 
Samples 
included 
in the 
Averages. 

Range of 
Germination. 
Per Cent. 

Germination. 
Per Cent. 

of Samples 
germinating 
below 


I 9 i 8 -I 9 « 

1917-18. 

"Standard.** 
("Standard" 
Rgure in 





Brackets.) 

Peas 

942 

100-8 

787 

86*7 

31 ’7 (75) 

Beans (Reid) 
Beans (Broad) 
Beans 

(Runners) 

It 

100-84 

100-74 

98*2 

95*3 

97*11 

93*4 

4*9 (80) 

140 

100-0 

75*8 

80 *1 

26-4 (65) 

Beans (Dwarf) 

X24 

lOO-II 

88*0 

62*7 

23-4 (80) 

Vetches 

271 

100-2 

92*7 

77*6 

20*6 (90) 

Turnip 

614 

100-0 

88*8 

83 ’7 

1 1 *6 





(85 Field) 
(80 Garden) 


Swede 

496 

99-20 

84*9 

79*9 

34 ’8 (85) 

Rape 


99-0 

83*0 

90*2 

38-9 (85) 

Kale 

149 

98-0 

77*4 

71*5 

35 ’5 (75) 

Cabbage 

Brussels 

490 

99-0 

758 

73*5 

31 ’8 (75) 

Sprouts 

88 

99-17 1 

843 

— 

22-8 (75) 

Broccoli and 






Cauliflower 

317 

97-4 

751 

— 

26-8 




(75 Broc.) 
(70 Caul.) 



Kohl Rabi . . 

! 35 

97-50 

228-2 

78*8 

— 

28-6 (75) 

Mangold . . 

I 1*184 

364 

126*7 

137*® 

35 ’7 (120) 

Beet (Garden) 

258^ 

109*2 

84*0 

43 ’4 (100) 

Beet (Sugar) 

21 

192-14 

130*1 

143-8 

— 

Parsnip 

206 

95-0 

63*8 

45 ’o 

I9’4 (50) 

Carrot 

481 

896 

94-0 

64*4 

62 "8 

32-4 (60) 

Onion 

99-0 

75*2 j 

78 ’9 

j 21 (85) 

i 


increase, but this is probably due to the inclusion in the average 
of a large number of samples of spinach beet. This also 
explains the high average of 109 per cent, in spite of the fact 
that over 40 per cent, of the beet samples germinated below the 
" Standard." (It is found that seeds of spinach beet almost 
always show a higher gemination than do ordinary beet and 
mangolds.) 
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The germination of parsnip samples was considerably higher 
than usual,, less than one-fifth of the saniples being below 
“ Standard.” This is, perhaps, explained by the fact that the 
high price of parsnip seed in the previous season encouraged 
growers to devote larger areas to seed, and that the seed 
merchants were consequently enabled to place on the market 
only the samples with the highest germination. There is 
little difference between the germination figures for carrot and 
onion for these* two seasons, although there is some evidence 
of an improvement in the germination of English onion seed. 

CRAStES. 

The quality of the grass samples tested during the season was 
good. In all cases the average germination was higher than 
in the previous year, and in three species out of six the pmity 
also was higher. It is probable that the increase in germination 
in the case of rye-grass and meadow fescue is partly due to the 
more extended use of the Copenhagen " tanks ” for the purpose 
of making germination tests of grasses. 

The rye-grasses both show an increase in germination, accom- 
panied by a decrease in purity. The fact that the amo\mt of 
impurity in Italian rye-grass this season is almost double that 
found last season is somewhat surprising, but it is probable that 
the purity figures for 1917-18 were abnormal. Cocksfoot, on 
the other hand, shows a much higher degree of purity than in 
1917-18. This seems to be due to the increase in the number 
of Danish samples and a decrease in the number of samples 
of French origin. Partly, also, for the same reason, the germina- 
tion is 16 per cent, higher than in the previous season. 

Timothy and dogstail show little change, but a great 
improvement is noticed in the quality of the samples of the 


Table VI . — Showing Percentage Purity and Germination 

of Grasses. 


— 

No. of 
Samples 
included 
in the 
Averages 

Average 
Percentage of 
Imporines. 

Percentage of 
Samples 
containing 

X per cent, or 
over of 

Injurious Weeds. 

Range of 
Germina- 
tion. 

Per cent. 

Average 
Percentage of 
Germination. 


jpifi-ip. 

I 9 S 7 ’X 8 . 

jpiO-jp. 

jpzy-itf. 

1918-19. 

1918-19. 

1917-18. 

Pcrcimial Rye-grass 
Italian Rye-grass 
Cocksfoot 

Timotby 

Meadow Fescue .. 
Crested Dogstail. . 

445 

5t6 

223 

j68 

74 

71 

2*86 

208 

2-88 

1-82 

It 

2*23 

in 9 

6*64 

1*74 

5-88 

2*05 

880 

40-0 

8-0 

less 
than 1 

15 

5 X '0 

33*0 

6*0 

1*0 

To 

97 - 12 

98- 40 
95-15 

98 - 0 

99 - 7 
93-8 

82-7 

884 

78*0 

88*8 

81 

77*1 

75*7 

62*7 

85*3 

66*2 
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meadow fescue tested. .TMs improvement is due not so much 
to the excellence of the season's supply of seed as to the large 
number of samples of old seed that were sent in for test during 
1917-18. 

CL0VM8 AND OTNM LEGUMINOUS NERDS. 

Clovers, like grasses, show higher germinations than was the 
case last season. The purity, however, is lower, except in 
the case of alsike and white clover. The increase in germination 
was expected, but the decrease in purity is somewhat difficult 
of explanation. It has been suggested that a larger proportion 
of broken seed may have been removed with the other 
impurities during the tests made this season, but there is no 
evidence to support this possibility. Probably the reason 
is merely seasonal variation. 

The figures shown for the two seasons, under the heading 
" Percentage of Samples containing i per cent, or over of 
Injurious Weeds ” are not strictly comparable. Since 1917-18, 
suckling clover has been removed from the list of “ injurious 
weeds ” and the cranesbills have been added. Consequently 
the larger seeded clovers which might be expected to contain 
Geranium dissectum, and white clover, which usually contains 
a large amount of Geranium moUe, all show an increase in the 
percentage of samples containing “ injurious weeds.” On the 
other hand, wild white clover shows a considerable decrease 
owing to the fact that suckling clover is no longer classified 
as an “ injurious weed.” 


Table VII. — Showing Percentage Purity and Germination 

of Clovers. 


— 

No. of 
Sam- 
ples 
in 

Aver- 

age. 

Average 
per cent, of 
Impurity. 

Percentage 
of Samples 
with I per 
cent, or over 
of Injunous 
Weeds. 

Range 

of 

Ger- 

mina- 

tion. 

Average 
per cent, of 
Germination. 

Average 
per cent, of 
Hard Seed* 

igiS- 

1919 . 

19x7- 

1918 , 

1918 - 

19 T 9 . 

19x7- 

1918 . 

1918 - 

1919 , 

191 S- 

1919 . 

X9J7- 

1928 . 

19 x 8 - 

19 x 9 . 

X9X7- 

X 9 x 8 . 

Red Clover (all samples) 

1.607 

4*06 

3-40 

6-4 

•5 

99-0 

81-1 

67*0 

4-5 

3-8 

„ (English) . . 

365 . 4*42 

3*38 

— 

— 

1 99-x 

78-8 

60 *9 

4*0 

3*7 

M (French) . . 

373 

4-70 

3*00 

— 

— 

98-37 

80*4 

87*2 

8*8 

2*6 

„ (Italian) . . 

102 

408 

— 

— 

— 

98-60 

87*8 

— 

5*1 

. — 

M (ChiUan) . . 

X32 1 1*98 

1-23 

— 

— 

98-26 

89-9 

90*0 

78 

6*7 

,, (Canadian) 

35 

1*80 

x-4t 


— 

98-3 

88*5 

88*9 

5*8 

6-9 

„ (American) 

89 

1*68 


— 

— 

98-73 

91*0 

— 

6*0 


Alsike Dover . . 

345 

8*47 

4*58 

8-8 

3-2 

99-6 

84*0 

75-3 

7*5 

8-3 

White Clover .. 

393 

8-80 

9-98 

48-8 

X 7*2 

99-11 

76*5 

72-3 

7*8 

8*0 

wad White Clover . . 

75 

14-88 

16*18 

5-8 

70*0 

92-14 

74 0 

64*2 i 

18*1 

15*0 

Lucerne 

1*5 

8-80 

2-01 

ml 

nU 

97-35 

87*8 

84-9 

4*7 

6*3 

Trefoil 

456 

1-87 

i-x8 

8-1 

ml 

98-4 

1 67 8 

64*2 

8*6 

1*9 

Sainfoin 

13X 

8-00 

2*01 

nU* 

xul 

95-0 

' 66*8 

53-2 

— 


Crimson Clover 

170 

4-18 

2-14 

8-8 

nil i 

99-1 

i 87 *1 

1 

81*4 

-8 

•I 


* Om tampltt of sainfoin wns ccooived containing over 5 per cent, of bumet. 
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Among the red dovws tiie nust noticeaUe feature is the 
ixKrease of 12 per cent, in the gennination of Eng^Ush seed. 
Seed of fordgn origin shows Mtle change in this respect. 
English, French, and Italian red clovers all contain about twice 
as much impurity as do the North and South American clovors. 
American (U.SA,.) red clover shows the highest figure, both for 
purity and germination. 

Alsike and white clover both show a satisfactory increase 
in germination and purity. Over one hundred samples of 
mixed alsike and white clover were also tested, with the 
following results : — 

Average content of Alsike 70*9 per cent. 1 . 

Average content of White V Total parity, 96*2 per cent. 

Qover 25*3 „ ) 

The great preponderance of alsike in these mixtures is a fact 
of some significance when the comparative prices of the two 
seeds are taken into account. The germination of these 
mixtures was, on the whole, satisfactory. 

Wild white clover appeared to be of higher quality than in 
the previous season, but large quantities of suckling clover 
were found in many of the samples. Only in one or two cases 
was there reason to suspect that any American and English 
white clover had been added to samples of wild white 
clover. 

Trefoil and lucerne both show a somewhat higher percentage 
of impurity than in 1917-18 ; there is, however, also a slight 
increase in germination. 

The germination of sainfoin shows an improvement of 12 per 
cent, on the figures of the previous year, but the growth cannot 
be described as satisfactory. One sample was received which 
contained 8 per cent, of bumet. The amount of impurity in 
crimson clover is nearly double that found in 1917-18. This 
increase is probably due to the inclusion of a larger number 
of samples of French origin in the averages. 

In addition to the species mentioned in the Testing of Seeds 
Order, a number of other leguminous seeds were submitted for 
test. The more important figures are as follow : — 


Birdsfoot Trefoil 

No. of 
Samples. 

Purity 

Percent. 

Germination 

Percent. 

8 

96*4 

53*6 plus 32*6 hard seed. 

Kidney Vetch . . 

. . zo 

84*1 

75*0 „ 2*9 „ 

Suckling Qover . . 

. . 22 

97*1 

61*3 *» 17*5 M 


It will be noticed that birdsfoot trefoil and suckling clover 
contain large quantities of " hard seed.” The low percentage erf 
purity of kidney vetch is mainly accounted for by the presence 
of considerable amounts of MeHhitts in many of the samples. 
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•■DHrrtwoi •! lMM«r In Ctomra.— The occurrence of dodder 
in the clover samples tested was somewhat similar to that found 
last season. The following list includes all samples in which 
at least one seed of dodder was found, whether or not it was 
present to a notifiable extent : — 


Percentage of Samples containing Dodder. 

Red Clover. Lucerne. 

All 

Samples. English. French. Italian. Chilian. Canadian. U.S.A. 
xgxS-zg . .27*3 i2*x 31*6 23-5 90*9 20*0 io*i 6*7 

1917-18 . .26*8 24*0 19*0 — 82*0 30*0 — 7*0 


In addition, dodder was found in five samples of white clover, 
two samples of crimson clover, one sample of mjxed alsike and 
white clover, and in one sample of wild white clover. 

It will be observed that while the percentage of all red clover 
samples containing dodder remains much the same as in 1917-18, 
yet English samples were considerably freer from the seed of 
this parasite. Dodder was, however, more prevalent in French 
samples, and only 12 out of 132 samples of Chilian red clover 
were found to be free from its seeds. 

Several samples of Chilian red clover contained over 5 per 
cent, of dodder, whilst one sample described as English 
contained over 9 per cent, of Chilian dodder, together with an 
abimdance of such seeds as Amaranthus and Lythrum hyssopi- 
folium. Another sample of an English red clover sent for a 
" dodder examination ” contained upwards of 10 per cent, of 
European dodder. 

The effect of the “ dodder latitude ” clause of the Testing 
of Seeds Order is of interest. Though 27-3 per cent, of all 
red clover samples contained dodder, yet it was only " present 
to an extent exceeding one seed in 4 oz.” in zi’o per cent, of 
the samples. In other words, no fewer than 107 samples of 
red clover, containing dodder, did not contain it to a notifiable 
extent. 


eCNEML tVMNARY. 


The study of the foregoing figures and notes suggests the 
following conclusions : — 

(a) In spite of the increase in the number of farmers’ samples, 
it is evident that much more use of the seed-testing facilities 
provideli by the Station might, with advantage, be made by 
the actual sowers of seed. It is not suggested that rdiance 
cannot be placed upon the declarations given by seed merchants, 
although it is not undesirable that the farmer should from time 
to time have check tests made. It is in respect of b ulks hdd 
ov&c from a jn'eviou^ season that the Station might be able to 
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provide the farmer with useful information. The groiiver 
knows , that yearhng samples of most agricultural seeds ger- 
minate quite satisfactorily if they have been stored under 
suitable conditions, but he does not appear always to recognise 
that the conditions xmder which he has kept a sack of seed may 
be unsuitable. Slightly damp stores or the presence of mice 
will very sOon cause deterioration which will not in all cases 
be obvious to the unpractised eye. 

(b) On the whole, the germination and purity of the samples 
tested in 1918-19 were found to be higher than in 1917-18. 
As the conditions under which the seed tested in 1918-19 were 
harvested were more unfavourable than those of the 4)receding 
year, it is evident that the improvement in the germination 
of the seeds cannot be due to climatic causes. One factor 
noticed was that there was much less yearling and over-yeared 
seed sent for test during the season under review. To what 
extent this was due to a general shortage in 1918-19 of stocks 
carried over it is difficult to say. Apart from this factor, 
however, it seems not unreasonable to suggest that the improve- 
ment in the quality of the seed may be due largely to the bene- 
ficial effect of the Testing of Seeds Order in checking the sale 
for sowing of samples of very low grade. 

It is not easy to explain the decrease in the purity of many of 
the grasses and clovers. In some cases it is due to^the presence 
on the market of an increased number of samples of French origin. 
This, however, is only a partial explanation, and a comparison 
with the results of several seasons’ testing is necessary before 
such points can be satisfactorily explained. 

Note. — ^The present address of the Seed Testing Station is 
18, Leigham Court Road, Streatham Hill, S.W. 16, and all 
samples and communications relating to seed testing matters 
should be addressed to the Director, at this address, 
pi Particulars as to size of sample required and as to fees payable 
are set forth in 

(a) Food Production Leaflet No. 47 (for the use of 
farmers). This also contains the text of the Testing of 
Seeds Order. It may be obtained on application to the 
Secretary, Board of Agriculture and Fisheries, 3, St. James's 
Square, London, S.W. i. 

{b) Notice to Seedsmen {S.T. 8), obtainable from the 
Seed Testing Station. 



19Z9O Education of the American Farmer. 


88z 


THE EXTENSION OF EDUCATION TO 
THE AMERICAN FARMER. 

J. G. Merrison. 

Among the many institutions, both state and private, vduch 
have been formed in the United States and Canada, with the 
ol^ect of bringing to the farmer the best scientific knowledge, 
and of educating him in the most economical farming practice, 
a private corporation occupies a prominent place. To the 
English mind it may appear almost paradoxical that an 
agricultural machinery manufacturing company should engage 
in widespread educational work and propaganda, a large part 
of which has no direct connection with the business of selling 
implements. In America, however, the International Harvester 
Company supplies valuable educational information to the 
farmers of the United States, and its publications, charts and 
slides are to be found in all agricultural education institutions 
throughout the cotmtry. Its methods are imitated not only 
by public bodies but by other agricultural machinery firms, 
and a description of the nature of its work and the S3rstem 
pursued may be of value in England. 

The organisation of the Extension Department (as it is named) 
of the International Harvester Company is twofold : — 

1. An institute to collect facts and ideas of value to 

agriculturists ; 

2. A staff to distribute to tfxe farmer, m the form which 

best appeals to him, the body of accurate knowledge 
already available in scientific institutions, which 
has been proved to be sound and can be applied in 
practice. Any part or branch of knowledge which 
has an academic as contrasted with a practical value 
is deliberately passed over. 

The objects of the Extension Department are to educate 
farmers to a higher standard of farming by making immediately 
obtainable a knowledge of the most recent and approved 
methods ; to lighten the burden of women on the farm ; and 
generally to make farm life attractive. The work depends for 
its success upon the co-operation of the people it is designed to 
help, and this fact has largely determined its scope and form, 
as well as provided a guarantee for its success. 

The Extension Department depends for its facts and ideas 
upon the research and educational institutions of America : any 
research work upon agricultural machinery conducted by the 
International Harvester Company itself is done independently 

3 o 
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of its own Extension Department. The Extension Department 
satisfies itself that any proposals which it advocates are of 
practical value, and the demonstration farms, to which reference 
is made below, would enable it to discover any error of judgment. 

The methods pursued in conducting educational and propa- 
ganda work may be divided under four heads : (i) The educa- 
tional “ campaign,” with its three subdivisions, (a) the cam- 
paign proper, {b) the demonstration truck, and (c) the 
demonstration farm ; (2) Literature distribution ; (3) Visual 
method ; (4) “ Safe Farming ” newspaper service. 

I. The idumtloiMil CampaiRn,— (a) The Campaign Proper. — 
The nature of a campaign conducted by the InterfiRtional 
Harvester Company is best described by taking a typical in- 
stance on a large scale. The agricultural position of Arkansas 
in 1913 was such that a one-crop S5retem of growing cotton for 
40 years had placed the State at the mercy of the North and 
East, both in bu3dng and selling. The cotton crop in 1913 was 
sold for $63,000,000* (£13,125,000). This amount and an 
additional $12,000,000 (£2,500,000) were sent out of the State 
to buy foodstuffs which should have been produced in Arkansas. 

In 1914 prominent interests in the State invited Professor 
P. G. Holden, Director of the Extension Department of the 
International Harvester Company, to visit Arkansas in order 
to direct a state-wide agricultural campaign. The object of 
the campaign was to impress upon the farming community the 
necessity of making Arkansas farms feed Arkansas people. 
Farmers were urged to have something to sell every week in 
the year and keep the proceeds of the cotton crop at home : 
to get rid of the cattle tick ; to have more pastures ; to rear 
cattle, pigs and poultry ; to have a garden for every home ; and 
to have good schools and good roads. 

Professor Holden and a staff of 30 practical men began work 
io November, 1914. The campaign extended over a period of 
35 days and covered the entire cotton belt of the State (Fig. i). 
The following summary shows the amount of work done ; — 

Number of counties in which meetings were held . . 49 

Total number of meetings (places of meeting indicated 

by a star on the map) .. .. .. .. 1,324 

Attendance .. .. .. .. .. .. 130,000 

Items of literature distributed (no advertising matter) 362,000 
Miles travelled — 

Railway 20,858 

Motor and buggy 81,115 

^>eak«s and organises engaged in the work . . 61 


* At $t ■■ 4*. id. 
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ARKANSAS BEGINS STATE-WIDE EXTENSION 
WORK IN AGRICULTURE 
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The immediate effect of the campaign was remarkable, and 
the statements in an article in the Little Rock Arkansas Democrat^ 
of which an extract is given below, may be taken as accurate, 
based as they are upon estimates made by the United States 
Department of Agriculture : — 

** With a short crop of cotton and a long crop of grain, fruits, 
vegetables, the fanners of Arkansas are approximately twenty 
million dollars better off this year than last. This estimate is made 
from the 8th November Crop Bulletin of the Weather Bureau, 
United States Department of Agriculture — ^not upon the authority 
or suggestion of any one who was interested in the material aspects 
of the Arkansas Profitable Farming Campaign. 

** According to this estimate, Arkansas in 1914^ produced 
1,016,170 bales of cotton, worth about $35,500,000 at 6 cents a 
pound. 

“ Arkansas in 191 5, according to the 25th September estimates , 
produced approximately 800,000 bales of cotton, and the price to 
the producer on that date was 12.4 cents a pound. The total value 
of the 1915 crop is estimated to have been worth $54,000,000 on 
1st November. 

“There is an increase in 1915 over 1914 of more than 
20,000,000 bush, in the com crop* ; nearly half a million bush, 
of wheat ; two and a quarter million more bush, of oats ; and 
over one and a quarter bush, of potatoes. 

“ The total value of these products to the State is estimated 
by the Weather Bureau forces at about $66,000,000, while the 
estimate of money actually received last year was about 
$46,000,000, ' 

“ Out of seventy-five counties in Arkansas all except eighteen 
have declared for Tick Eradication. 

“ Arkansas this year came nearer feeding herself than at any 
time in her history. The railroads report a great increase in grain 
haulage. 

“ Cora, wheat and oats are growing in fields where cotton has 
occupied the soil for the past 30 years. There is no doubt that the 
Profitable Farming Campaign was largely, if not solely, responsible 
for the change,"t 

(6) Demonstration Trucks are used in connection with a 
large-scale campaign, and are also of use in bringing home to a 
locality a lesson upon some precise point which is of special 
importance to that particular place. A demonstration truck is 
a large lorry loaded with machinery selected to illustrate the 
particular lesson it desires to convey. A man is sent in advance 
to arrange for an audience and to secure suitable land and the 
co-operation of people necessary to stage demonstrations, so 
as to impress the object lessons of the campaign more forcibly. 
The method of demonstration is to contrast the old and new 

* Maize. 

t Possibly the War also had an influence in eflecting the change^^Eifilor. 
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methods of caxiying out an operation ; for example, in 
Mississippi a negro with one mule and a small one-furrow 
plough was shown working alongside a man driving four horses 
on a two-furrow self-lift sulky plough. 

(c) Demonstration Farms . — ^The International Harvester Com- 
panyj has established demonstration farms throughout the 
United States. These farms are used largely to demonstrate 
the fact that it is only through the cultivation of a wide range 
of crops and the raising of live stock that the United States will 
remain a great rich country and have a strong, vigorous people. 
In places where a one-crop system has prevailed for any length 
of time the soil has become impoverished, adversely affecting 
the people on the farms. 

As an instance of this branch of work may be taken Brook- 
haven Farm (Mississippi), 160 acres in extent, and situated in 
the heart of the cotton country. When purchased seven years 
ago this farm was in a very derelict condition, with red gulle5ra 
on every hill-side, bottom lands imder water, stumps dotted 
over the fields, and no pasture. The farm was suffering generally 
from all the evils of the one-crop system of growing cotton 
alone. It has now a very different appearance. The stumps 
have been pulled ; no land lies under water ; the guUey? have 
been removed ; and permanent pasture occupies these spots. 
More than half the land is in permanent pasture, which is 
stocked to its capacity with Jersey cows (Fig. 2). 

In co-operation with the State Agriciiltural Organisers and 
the railways, farmers’ exclusions to the Company’s demon- 
stration hums are organised. For these excursions the Company 
has an efficient force of lecturers, who guide the farmers over the 
farms, and point out to them all the advantages which are 
to be gained by the crop rotation and diversified farming 
methods. One very important point to be remarked is that 
the lecturers and demonstrators do not go out to preach the 
ideal in agriculture, but to meet conditions as they are 
found. 

2. uterKture Ototrlbutlon.— The books and bulletins pub- 
lished by the Extension Department cover a very wide range of 
subjects, dealing not only with matters directly connected with 
increased production but with all aspects of farm life. The 
ultimate object is so to educate the farmer’s household as to 
lift the daily life of the home above drudgery and mean 
worries. ’The following are a few of the subjects dealt with, 
and illustrate the variety of matters covered : — 
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Every Farm is a Factory. 

Grow a Vegetable Garden. 
Alfalfa on every Farm. 

Helps for Wash Day. 

A Good Home (provides comfort, 
profit and pleasure). 

Fly Catechism. 


Diversified Farming. 
Seed Com. 

A Silo on every Farm, 
Home Canning. 

A Disc Harrow. 

A Pig for every Boy. 


This literature is distributed through such people as bankers 
and seed merchants who are interested enough to see that it 
reaches the farmer.* No advertising matter of the Company 
is printed upon any of these publications, but the back of a 
bulletin is left blank, for use as an advertisement page by the 
person who undertakes the distribution. The books cost from 
one cent for eight page pamphlets to fifty cents for 150-page 
books. No profit is made by the Company, but the distri- 
butor is charged with the cost of publication. If the dis- 
tributor, who is the only advertiser, is to get any return for 
his money he must see that the books reach the proper people. 
This ensun s that very few publications of the International 
Harvester Company are wasted. The books and pamphlets 
are published in a form most attractive to the public for 
which they are intended ; that is, farmers with no 
special technical equipment, and the object is to guide them 
on right principles and to supply them at least with the rudi- 
ments of scientific agriculture. As an example may be taken 
the publication entitled ‘‘ Seed Corn— Do you know^ that it will 
grow ? ” the cover of which is here reproduced (Ing. 3). The 
object of this pamphlet, which is profusely illustrated, is to 
instruct the farmer in the selection of seed and the methods 
to be employed in testing. Tl^e motto of the pamphlet is, 
“ Test — don't guess," and the illustrated letterpress drives 
this lesson home. The illustration reproduced as Fig. 4 will 
make clear the method employed. Any farmer studying the 
plates of this pamphlet can see at a glance which ears of corn 
to discard. 


3. Visual iiatiiod,— The International Harvester Company 
has compiled in the form of lectures (illustrated by charts and 
lantern slides) the results of the most practical experiments and 
investigations conducted in America by Colleges and Experi- 
ment Stations on soils, crops, live stock, weeds and insects. 
In addition, following the lines of the other propaganda work 
of the Company, the Company has compiled lectures on home 


* Literature specially suited for schools is also distributed free of 

charge. 
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BROOKHAVEN IHC FARM 
1913 



\ 15 A. CORN !|7 a. SOY BEANS 
truck\velvet beans! COWPEAS 
PATCH \ 450 BU. I VELVET BEANS 


‘.PROFIT $2591 

J I 


PASTURE 


10 A. 

WINTER RAPE 
SILAGE CORN 

AO THKIA 


26 A. OATS & LESPEDEZA/ 5 /^ 
485 BU. OATS $222 /sWEET 


I A 


POTATOES 



53 A. PASTURE 
BERMUDA S LESPEDEZA 
19 COWS PROFITS SII83 


160 ACRES TOTAL PROFITS $2095 


6-DF 

Fig. 2. — Chart of Brookhaven Farm, Mississippi. 
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economics and other subjects which directly concern the farm 
and home. The following list shows the range of subjects 
treated : — 


Com is King. 

Alfalfa on every Farm. 
Dairying. 

Greater Profits from the Oat 
Crops. 

Make more from your Farm 
Poultry. 

Weeds mean Waste. 

Home Economics and Sanita- 
tion 


Fight the Fly. 

More Forward Movement in 
Education. 

Diversified Farming for the 
South. 

Home Canning. 

Developments in Agriculture. 


The charts are the framework around which the lecturer 
builds his story : they are used on the same principle as are 
newspaper paragraph heads, to impress the reader with the 
main points of the subject discussed. 

The charts are 70 in. long by 63 in. wide, and may be 
read at a distance of 100 ft. or more : the six which are here 
reproduced in miniature (Fig. 5) illustrate both the variety of 
the subjects treated and the method of appeal.* Lectmre 
books giving in brief form the story of each chart and slide, 
together with the charts and slides themselves, are supplied 
to Community Organisations, College and School Authorities, 
and County Organisers, who are required only to meet con- 
veyance charges on the charts and slides to and from Chicago, 
and to supply a rq)ort of the meeting. By this method the 
Department secures the co-operation of the greatest number of 
people, and it is interesting to note that as a result of this form 
of appeal 3,756,000 people attended 39,721 lantern-slide and 
chart meetings held between January, 1913, and January, 1917. 

4. “ Safa rarmhiE ” Nawapapar Sanrtaa. — Professor P. G. 
Holden, of the Extension Department, edits a weekly newspaper 
service dealing with the same subjects as are treated in the 
Company’s literature and lectures. The articles are sent in 
galley proof and matrix to large newspapers that run an 
agricultural column or page. These newspapers pay the cost 
of the matrix and printed articles, but the International 
Harvester Company derives no direct profit. The newspapers 
co-operating with the International Harvester Company in 
this work cover every State in the Union, and the number of 
readers reached through this service is estimated at eight 
millions per year. 


* It may be mentioned that the method of weed eradication advocated 
in chart No. fi ie of doubtful advantage, and certainly could not bo 
recommended for tide country. 



Select Ears with Kernels of 
Uniform Size and Shape 

Ears Two and Three Should Be Discarded 



IrrSg^ular KornolS. — Tn selecting seed ears Nos. 2 and 3 should bo 
discard(‘d, as no planter will <lrop a uniform number of these kernels per 
hill. 

I'.ars Nos. i and 4 have kernels of uniform shape and size, and when the 
butts and tips were shelled oil the jilamer dropped three kernels to a hill in 
ninety -three to ninety dive times out ot every 100 tests, while ear No, 2 
tested 7 }"-3’s, iQ-a’s, 6-1 *s, and r-3’s. 

Fig. \ — \ page from an I.Il C. educational pamphlet. 
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CORN 

Do'Vbu KnoW TKai 
li "Will GrovJ ? 


P.G.HoXdetu 

& 

J. E.W^^^oner 



Test ' DonH: Gixess 


s 



Fig. 3.— Cover of I.H.C. educational pamphlet. 






GIVE TO THE HOME 

THE BEST YOU HAVE 

WHAT IS HOMS TO YOU 
IS IT CATTLE AND HOUSES 

AND MONEY AND LANDS 

OH WHERE IS MY WANDERING 

BOY TONIGHT 

LET FATHER MOTHER BOYS AND GIRLS 


COMPANIONS 


PUN 


WORK 

PLEASURE 


( PARTNERS ■ I pleasure 
LET EACH BOY AND GIRL OWN SOMETHING 
ALL WORK AND NO PLAY MAKES 

JACK A DULL BOY 

THERE IS NO PLACE LIKE HOME 



ONE PINT PER HOUR. 

PER MORSE POWER 

WHY SHOULD WE MAKE MOTHER 
DO THE WORK 


ALFALFA A DROUTH RESISTER 


ALFALFA BALANCES 

THE CORN RATION 

RANS. CXP-14 PIGS-180 DAYS 



CORN & WATER} 7 c 1 
IN DRY LOT VasI 
ISO DAYS 


/CORN A ALFALFA 
PASTURE 
60 DAYS 

CORN A 
ALFALFA HAY 
100 DAYS ' 


L. 


KANS BUL 192 «.« 


BOTH GOOD '^COvf^BETTER DONT SPREAD QUACK GRASS 

WITH PLOW. DISK. CULTIVATOR 



BURY THE ROOTS BY DEEP PLOWING 


Fig. 5 .--Charts i and 2, Home Education. Charts 3 and 4. To iilnsttate 
advantam of diversihed fanning. Chart 5, To illustrate advantages of milk and 
beef. Cnart 6. To illustrate method of 'weed destruction. 






iQigO The Determination of Farm Costs. 891 

The question naturally arises as to what advantage the 
International Harvester Company derives from this educational 
work, which, in order to be effective, has to be free from 
advertisement. Doubtless the good work which the firm 
does enhances its reputation in public opinion, and this is 
as effective as an advertisement. Better farming means a 
better financial position for the farmer and a greater demand 
for improved machinery, and although these factors may assist 
the rivals of the International Harvester Company as well, the 
position of the Company is so strong that it must reap the chief 
benefit. Naturally enough, in the end the expenditure has to 
be justified by the profit-and-loss account, but it is a matter 
for remark by British manufacturers, and perhaps by British 
public departments, that purely educational work on a large 
scale will " pay ” a profit-making business. 


THE DETERMINATION OF FARM COSTS. 

Sir John Keane. 

There are indications that the subject of farm accoimting 
is about to receive the attention that its importance deserves. 
It may, therefore, be of interest to readers of .this Journal to 
see the actual results of one who has been working at the 
problem for some years. Subject to certain modifications 
necessitated by local conditions, the accounts published below 
(pp. 897-906) are prepared on the lines laid down by Mr. 
Orwin in his book “ The Determination of Farming Costs, ”• and 
for a further study those interested are referred to this work. 
Experience shows that, granted a general knowledge of account- 
ing principles, farm accounts up to a point are straightforward. 
There are, however, points on which the expert commercial 
accountant is liable either to go astray or become very involved 
unless he works in close association with the practical 
farmer. 

Before proceeding to examine in detail the actual accounts 
dealt with in this article, it is proposed to discuss the special 
difficulties encountered. 


* Published by the Clarendon Press, Oxford. 
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MffloiiltiM MiMiintarwi.— A true account should include all 
diarges, or clearly explain which have been omitted. In the 
present accounts no charges are made for interest on capital 
nor for the services and expenses of the proprietor. Interest 
on capital is omitted because it is regarded as a charge 
on profits rather than on production. No proprietor’s salary 
is charged, because in this case — ^as in the case of many farm 
owners — the proprietor only devotes part of his time to feirm 
work. The better plan, therefore, appears to be to omit such 
diarges in all cases and expect varying degrees of profit accord- 
ing to the time the proprietor devotes to the work. This 
excludes an item which must always be variable and,* as such, 
is bound to affect the value of the accounts for purposes of 
comparison. In the case of the proprietor’s expenses — chiefly 
those for travelling on farm business — these have not hitherto- 
been charged, but will be included in future. The sum may 
not be large, but it is certainly a charge against production. 

The best manner of apportioning grazing charges has presented 
some difficulty. To keep a record of the time spent by different 
classes of stock on various kinds of pasture involves much 
recording, and the results in the end hardly attain scientific 
accuracy. The method here employed is to distribute the total 
pasture charges at the end of the accounting year pro rata to 
the capital value of the various classes of stock. This at least 
has the merit of simplicity, and where no high-priced pedigree 
stock is kept appears to be a fair division. An alternative 
method would be to distribute on a basis of live weight, but the 
data for this have not been readily available. 

How best to allocate “ overhead charges ” is another 
debatable point. The method here followed is to place 
them all, in the first instance, upon the land, and thus include 
them in the cost of the crops or pasture. Admittedly, in the 
case of charges for special buildings and implements, direct 
allocation would be more accurate, but the effect of this has 
been examined, and the difference is found to be surprisingly 
small. 

It is natural to expect that some figures in the following 
accoimts will excite criticism. Absolute accuracy is not 
claimed ; it takes years to arrive at the best method of appor- 
tionment between departments. So far as cash transactions 
are concerned, however, the figures are given with confidence. 
In respect of quantities equal confidence is not possible, as 
weighings have often to be done hurriedly in busy times, and 
approximations have sometimes to be accepted. Table XVI. 
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is used to bring together information not obtainable from cash 
transactions. It is prepared by the bailiff, rendered weekly, 
and can be checked while recollection is fresh. 

Before adopting the present form of accounts the S3rstem of 
keeping a separate account for each field was considered, but 
was rejected as involving too much book-keeping for the prac- 
tical fanner. The aim has been, not to produce partial accounts 
of extreme accuracy, but complete accoimts of approximate 
accuracy kept in a way the farmer can imderstand and imitate, 
and which will help him to control his employees and to see 
at a glance the economy of his farm. 

It is now proposed to examine in detail the various accounts. 

CulthMitlon Aoooimta.— One uniform table has been adopted for 
all cultivation accounts. Manual labour is extracted from the 
time sheets. Horse labour is charged at the close of the account- 
ing year on the basis of cost per working day (see Table XII.). 
In the case of manures three- fourths of the cost is charged direct 
to the crop and the balance distributed over the remaining 
crops. This method is not scientific, but it claims to be a 
practical approximation. Taking now the crops in detail : — 
(a) Oats . — Table I. — ^This is the principal corn crop. The 
low cost of cultivation per acre in 1915-16 is due to 
double cropping of the land and reduced charges for 
on-costs. In spite of the reduced cost, however, owing 
to the low 5deld, the cost per unit of produce is higher 
than in any other year. It should be noted that in 
the case of all grain crops one-seventh of the total cost 
of cultivation is deducted for straw before calculating 
the cost per unit of the grain. 

i(6) Barley . — ^Table II. — ^The fairly uniform cost of cultiva- 
tion may be noted. 

(c) Wheat . — ^Table III. — In spite of the small area, these 
figures are included. The soil on this land does not 
suit wheat, and it was grown only as a war measure. 
{d) Oats and Vetches . — ^Table IV. — Some of this crop is 
made into hay, more is fed green, and it is impossible 
to give any 3deld figures. For the same reason it is 
difficult to charge satisfactorily the crop to the stock 
that consume it. The method adopted is that of 
charging on a ration basis, taking a full-grown beast 
as a ration, and equivalents in the case of smaller 
animals. Generally it is found that, in spite of the 
high feeding value claimed for this crop, it is difficult 
to assess its value in relation to any accepted standards. 
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(e) Catch Crops.— Tsible V.— These crops are principally 
rape and hardy green turnips. The same difficulties 
in determining 3delds and cultivation changes arise as 
in the case of oats and vetches. The low cost of 
Cultivation is of interest. 

(/) Mangolds. — ^Table VI. — The 3delds are low and variable, 
but are due to ordinary farming vicissitudes. The 
normal practice is to weigh one cartload and keep 
tally of the number of loads. 

[g) Potatoes. — ^Table VII. — The 5delds are low, but there is 
no reason to doubt their approximate correctness. 
The 3deld figures are taken from the actual issues 
from the pits. The low 3deld in 1915-16 is due to 
the large quantity of badly-diseased tubers that could 
not even be fed to stock. 

Dw Mooli Aooounta — One common form has been adopted 
for aU classes of stock. The object has been to ascertain the 
cost per stock day and per unit of live-weight increase. ' It 
has not, up to the present, been found possible to obtain reliable 
live-we'ght figures, but it is hoped to have them frc®n this year 
onwards. The object of the live-weight particulars is to 
discount, so far as possible, " dealing ” profits, which figure 
so largely on some farms. It might be quite po^ible for live- 
weight increases to cost more than market price and yet to show 
a profit by successful dealing. 

All home-grown food is charged at cost price. 

Examining the accounts in detail : — 

(а) Store Cattle. — ^Table VIII. — In future years it is hoped 
to keep store cattle and calf accounts separate. 

(б) Pigs. — ^Table IX. — ^The large proportion of home- 
grown food consumed may be noted. The wide 
variation in the cost per " pig day ” between the 
years 1915-16 and 1916-17 cannot be explained. 
In future years the cause of such variations will be 
examined at the closing of the account. During the 
War this has not been possible. 

(c) Sheep. — Table X. — ^The average per sheep day over 
four years works out at -38^. In calculatii^ stock 
days two lambs are taken as the equivalent of one 
sheep. 

•ally Aecoimt— Table XL — These figures may excite criti- 
cism, but they are given with no little confidence. The low 
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cost per gallon is mainly due to the large consumption of home- 
grown food, which is charged at cost. 

N«rw Aooeunt— Table XIL — ^The uniform cost per working 
day and the increased working efficiency are items of interest. 
No depreciation is charged to this accoimt, the policy being 
to sell off old horses from time to time and replace them by 
young ones, thus keeping the average age constant. This 
account is a good illustration of the value of cost accounts for 
the purpose of control. 

AHooatloii of On-oooto. — ^Table XIII. — The figures for one year 
only, 1917-18, are given ; other years follow the same 
model. Up to the present on-costs have been charged against 
crops on the basis of actual acreage. This method, however, 
appears to saddle pasture with an undue share in respect of 
supervision and implements, and so from 1918-19 onwards the 
acreage of pasture will be taken at one-half of its actual extent 
in distributing these charges. Other items will continue to 
be charged on actual acreage. 

Anaiiwi* Af PrAfitA and Laaaaa. — ^Table XIV. — Valuations arc 
made at about 20 per cent, below market price and on ist June, 
when stocks of grain are low. In the case of stock cattle and 
pigs the prices are based on Uve weights. Growing crops and 
implements are taken at book value, the latter being depre- 
ciated 10 per cent, annually. C apital is taken to be the excess 
of assets over liabilities, and the interest over the past five 
years amounts to 12-6 per cent, per annum. The profit earned on 
the various classes of stock is calculated on the average of their 
capital value at the beginning and end of each account year. 
This method does not claim to be scientific, but it gives certain 
information of value. The loss on the dairy for three years, in 
spite of the low cost of milk production, is attributed to the large 
amount of butter made and the smaller quantity of milk retailed. 
In 1918-19 cheese-making was begun and larger quantities 
of milk retailed. The profits on poultry are startling, but it 
must be remembered that these stock pick up the bulk of their 
food, which would otherwise be wasted and for which no charge 
can be made. 

AnAlyAlA Af Manual and Hnraa Labour.— Table XV. — This account 
illustrates the upward trend of manual laboiu:, and reflects 
the increased efficiency in the management of horse labour. 

eanaral Daduotlona.— Such deductions special to the farm as 
may be drawn from the accoimts given could not be appreciated 
without a knowledge of the actual farm and its special 
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conditions. There axe at the same time some general 
considerations of interest that present themselves. Correct 
farm accounts greatly assist control and supervision. They 
reveal tendencies and afford data for comparison, and so give 
a saise of proportion and perspective, whidi is apt to be lost 
sight of in the rush and detail of daily routine. 

A knowledge of farming costs will be of inunense value to 
farmers and to the Government in fixing prices and meeting the 
demands of labour. In this respect one isolated effort like 
the present is, of course, of little service. What is required 
are several accounts from different classes of farms, covering 
a number of years. The formation of some organisation for 
preparing suA accounts deserves earnest attention.* The 
most the present effort can hope for is to serve as a stimulus 
and example. 

While it is desirable to leave individuals as free a hand as 
possible in the form and preparation of these accounts, it is 
none the less necessary to adopt uniform methods in respect 
of valuations, allocation of oncosts, and such matters; 
otherwise the results will be of little value for the purpose 
of comparison, and much misdirected criticism will arise. 

In attempting to draw deductions from farm accounts it 
must not be forgotten that the economy of a farm is a balanced 
structure, and it may not be possible to increase one activity 
which pays weU at the expense of another that pays less well. 
For instance, on the farm in question sheep in large numbers 
do not thrive, and an increase in pigs would necessitate the 
purchase of expensive foods. 

It is naturally impossible to supply in this article all the in- 
formation which some students of this subj ect may desire. The 
writer hopes that any who require further particulars or who 
wish to offer criticisms or suggestions will communicate with 
him privately at his address at Cappoquin, Co. Waterford. 

* In this connection readers interested in the subject of farm book-keeping 
are invited to communicate with ^e Director of Amcultural Costing. 

L Waterloo Place. London. S.W. i. who is collecting data on farm costs. 

terature on farm book-keeping will be sent free of charge on application 
to this address. — Editor. 




CAPPOQUIN ESTATE NOME PARM.— ANALTSIS OF COST. 
Table I. 

Grain and Root Crops. — Oats . 
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Grain and Root Crops. — Catch Crops 
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Tabto Vlli. 

Live Stock. — Store Cattle {including Calves) Account. 
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Tabte XIV. 

Analysis of Profits and Losses. 


Yeu. 1 

1 

Per Cent, 
of Profit 
or Lom to 
Capital. 

— 

Store 

Cattle. 

Dairy. 

1 

Sheep. 

Pigs. 

Poultry. 


Profit .. 

Capital Value 

! 2,420 

462 

1*4 

80 

15*6 

1914-15 

. 

89 

Profit or Loss £ 

' 250 

34 ^ 

126 1 

8a -5 

9*5 


% of Valuation 

‘ tO '3 

7‘4 

iiO'S 

JOJ-J 

60*9 


Lm .. 

Capital Value / 

i, 23 S 

6i)i 

2 X 8 ' 

80 

19 

1915*16 

4*9 

Profit or Loss £ 

- 383’ 

20-5* 

239*5 i 

17 

21 


% of Valuation 

: 

J -5 

638 

21-3 

II0‘S 


Profit .. 

Capital Value £ 

i 1.992 1 

1 699 

265 

54 

20 

1916-17 

xo*a 

Profit or Loss £ 

1.215 

24 ‘ 5 * 

115*5 

X18 

32 


% of Valuation 

6t 

J -5 

43*6 

2187 

160 


Brofit .. 

Capital Value ( 

2 498 

797 

273 

142 

27 

1917*18 

^ 7*3 

Profit or Loss £ 
% of Valuation 

, 379-8 ; 

, *78 

aaj 

152*6 ■ 
55-9 ' 

213*2 

150/ 

108 *8 

403 


Profit 

Capital Value 

i 2,859 j 

1 952 

240 ' 

239 

30 

1918-19 

iS’8 

Profit or Loss 

; J ^46 

3*5 

15s , 

164 

X 54 

% of Valuation 

: 29/ 

1 ' 

JJ'2 

646 

68-6 

sn 


Loss. 


Table XV. 

A.nalysis of Manual and Horse Labour. 




I Manual Labour. 

Horse Latx>ur. 

Year. 

Acreage. 

! Total 

Arooimt. 

Total 1 

Amount 


L _ .. 

j Amount. 
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per Acre. ' 
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Amount. i 

per Acre. 



i 1. 

£ r. d, , 

£ s. d. 

£ 1 . d. 

1915*16 j 

568 

56, 19 T 

too 

255 2 10 

0 8 xz 

1916-17 j 

568 

599 4 1 

III 

300 14 8 1 
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19x7*18 1 

568 

877 15 7 

1 10 10 

289 0 2 . 

0 10 2 

X9i8-t9 
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X4X66 2 3 

2X0 

419 4 2 

0 14 9 
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CAPPOQUIN FARM. 

TabI* XVI. 

Statement for Week ending » 191 9. 


Sales of Live Stock. 

No. c. qr.^ 

Store Cattle . , 

Dairy Cattle . . 

Sheep 

Pigs 


Purchases of Stock. 

No. c. qv.* 

Store Cattle , , 

Dairy Cattle . . 

Sheep 

Pigs 


Transfers of Stock. j 

Weight. Valued 1 
Stores to Dairy . , i 

Dairy to Stores . , 1 

Calves to Stores . , . 

Young Horses to j 

Working Horses. f 


Losses of Stock, 

No. c. qr: 

Store Cattle , , 

Dairy Cattle . . 

Sheep 

Pigs 


Threshing Output. 

c. qr. lb. 

Oats, Grain . . 

„ Straw , , 

Barley, Grain 
„ Straw 
Wheat, Grain 
„ Straw 


Birth of Calves. 

Number. 

Store Heifers . . 

Dairy Cows . . 

Yield of Milk, 
lb. 


Output of Manures. 


/ 4 .\ Nitrate Sulphite „ Super- 

jOlboda. 5iag. 

K<i;u)t. Salt. 

laquid Farm' 
Mauuic. yard. 

; CwL Cwt, Cwt. Cwt, ' 

i 1 

Oais . . . . ; ^ 

Cwt, Cwt, 

Gal. Ldi. 

Barley . . . . ; 


1 

O.andV. 

1 

C. Crops , ; ^ 

1 

Potatoes . , , ! 

1 

Mangolds . . ’ 

1 

Turnips .... j 



* Year in every case to be stated. 

t Artificial Manure in cwt., Farmyard Manure in lo«Td 3 , Liquid Manure 
in gallons. 


Steward* 
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EAR COCKLES IN WHEAT. 

W. Somerville, M.A., D.Sc., 

Sihthorpian Professor of Rural Economy in the University of Oxford^ 

In the issue of this Journal for October, 1918, there appeared 
a short account of an experiment which demonstrated the ease 
with which a wheat field may become contaminated by usiiig 
seed containing ear cockles. These are black or dark brown 
bodies, usually somewhat less in size than a grain of wheat. 
They contain great numbers of an eelworm (Tylenchus sotmdms), 
which invades the young plant from the soil and greatly 
interferes with its growtti and yield. In 1917-18 the only 
preventive steep ” that was employed was a i per cent, 
solution of copper sulphate, and this had only a small effect 
in destroying the celworms when the cockles were immersed 
in it for 24 hours. 

The experiment, with certain additions, was repeated in 
duplicate in 19:8-19, the variety of wheat employed being 
Ked Standard, of which 20 grains were sown on 8th November, 
1918, in each pot. The average germination of the untreated 
seed was 8r per cent. The pots containing the wheat seed 
were kept in a cold greenhouse from the date of sowing until 
lOtli December, when the}' were placed in the open air, and 
kept thus exposed until the produce w'as cut and weighed on 
5th August, 1919. An attempt was also made to infect rye 
(pots 3 ajid 3A), but without success, so that this crop, as well, 
it is believed, as oats and barley, seems to be free from the risk 
of attack. 

Result of Inf eetion.— A tabular statement of the results is 
given on p. (^9. 

1 hree duplicate pots (bin all ) each received 20 grains of wheat- 
To pots I and i a no cockles wore added, while to pots 2 and 2 A 
20 cockles each were added when the grain was sown on 
8th November, and in the case of pots 10 and loA 20 cockles 
W'ere also added, but not till 4th April, 1919. When the grain 
was ripe in August there were no c<:x:kles on the ears of plants 
growing in pots i and i a, thus showing tliat soil and grain were 
unoontaminated with Tylmcfim, Where infection was made 
in autumn, 1918, (pots 2 and 2a) considerably more than half 
of the whole number of ears were more or less affected with 
cockles, the actual number of cockles produced in the two pots 
being 285. The number of wheat grains was reduced from 267. 
weigliing 7*3 grams (i and ia), to 98, weighing 19 grams 
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(2 and 2a). There was, however, no reduction, but rather an 
increase, in the weight of straw, which was due to the fact that 
the attack of eelworms, by preventing the normal formation 
of ears, stimulated the plants to produce a great number of 
weak side shoots (tillers) . The straw of all infected plants had 
a characteristic crinkled or corrugated appearance. Where 
the addition of the cockles was delayed for 5 months (pots 10 
and ioa), i.e., till 4th April, infection was practically as com- 
plete as when the cockles were sown along with the seed, and 
the yield was equally reduced. The results of this part of the 
experiment are shown in Fig. i. 

C opper sulphate was employed as a “ steep ” in two strengths, 
i.e., I per cent, and 5 per cent. In both cases the grain and 
cockles were submerged in the fluid for 24 hours. The weaker 
solution had in one case a marked effect on the germination 
capacity of the grain, and it must also have destroyed a large 
proportion of the eelworms, as the number of cockled ears in 
the two pots (4 and 4 a) was only 3, as contrasted with 19 where 
no steep was used, while the total number of cockles was re- 
duced from 285 to II. These figures show a great advance on 
the 1918 results, and are probably due to the greater care which 
was taken to keep the cockles completely submerged in the 
solution during the 24 hours of steeping. While, therefore, 
a I per cent, solution of copper sulphate kept in contact with 
the cockles for 24 hours has in this case destroyed most of the 
eelworms, it is probable that in farming practice such complete 
immersion would be difficult to secure. In any case the re- 
duction in the vitality of the grain is somewhat serious. Where 
the copper sulphate solution was 5 per cent, in strength, the 
eelworms were entirely destroyed and no infection occurred, 
but as the germination of the grain was reduced on an average 
45 per cent, it is ob\iously an impracticable S3rstem. (See 
Fig. 2.) 

Commercial formalin was used of a strength of | per cent., 
and I per cent., in which the wheat and cocldes were inunersed 
for 24 hoius. In the case of the stronger solution the vitality 
of the wheat was entirely destroyed, and not a single plant 
appeared. W'ith the weaker solution the wheat germinated on 
an average 10 per cent., as compared with 80 per cent, where 
entirely untreated, so that, whatever the effect on the cockles, 
formalin employed as indicated is outside practical considera- 
tion. In point of fact, although these solutions had such an 
injurious effect on the embryo of the wheat grain, they failed 
to kill the eelworms. The four wheat plants which appeared 
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in pots 6 and 6a (| per cent, formalin) were removed on i6th 
December, and these pots, as well as pots 7 and 7A (i per cent, 
formalin), where no plants appeared, were reseeded with un- 
treated seed on that date, with the result that at harvest the 
wheat plants in three of the four pots showed more cockles 
than any of the whole series. 

Sulphuric acid solutions of a strength of J per cent, (pots 
8 and 8a) and i per cent, (pots 9 and 9A) were tried, steeping 
in this case also lasting 24 hours. Both of these solutions com- 
pletely destroyed the eelworms, but as they also reduced the 
germination of the grain by a half or more, they may be re- 
garded as out of consideration for practical purposes. (See 
Fig- 3-) 

Conolutlon. — ^The practical conclusion that emerges from 
this demonstration is that if wheat is contaminated with 
cockles it should not be used for seed, for, although eelworms 
may be killed by steeps of copper sulphate and sulphuric acid, 
the solutions must be of such strength, or steeping must be 
continued so long, that the germinative capacity of the grain 
is greatly impaired. 


Pot 

No, 

Treatment, 

Percentage Germination. I 

No. of 
Plants 0 

•S 1 O' 

H 1 ? 

n 

6 \ 

o\ 

No. of 
Stems, 

M 

O' 

Number of Ears. | 

t 

u 

« 

w 

S 

2 

0 

<,-1 

0 

1/ 

C 7 

s 

0 , 

U 

z, ' 

Weight of 



ifith Dec, 

4 th April 

bA 

3 

< 

lO 

bi) 

3 

< 

a 

IT) 

iH 

1 

3 

1 , 
52; i ^ 

1 ; 

1 

Gram. | 

Straw. 

X 

None 

75 

15 

13 

13 

18 

14 

0 

130 

0 

grams. 

3*6 

grams. 

14*9 

XA 

20” wheat grains 4- 20 
cockles 

«5 

17 

15 

15 

23 

16 

0 

137 

0 

3*7 

x 7‘3 

2 

80 

16 

15 

J 5 

39 

14 

8 

69 

126 

1*0 

17*0 

2 A 


75 

15 

12 

12 

36 

13 

IX 

29 

159 

0*9 

23-1 

4 

Ditto, ditto, steeped in r per 
cent, copper sulphate . . 

60 

12 

11 

II 

18 

12 

! I 

126 

4 

3-5 

14-5 

4 A 

Ditto, ditto, steeped in 5 per 
cent, copper sulphate .. 

75 

15 

13 

13 

25 

14 

2 ' 

96 

7 

2*7 

i6*3 

5 

30 

6 

6 

6 

18 

6 

i 

0 

95 

0 

2-3 

8*7 

5 A 

Ditto, ditto, steeped in |per 
cent, formalin . . 

40 

8 

8 

8 i 

16 

8 

0 ! 

102 

0 

3*0 

i3‘0 

6 

15 


II 

II 

50 

9 

7 

13 

168 

0*2 

13-3 

6a 

»» >f 

5 


15 

15 

48 

15 

Z4 

15 

I7I 

o‘i 

179 

7 

Ditto, ditto, steeped m t per 
cent, formalin . . 

0 

•0 

16 

16 

35 

14 

7 

79 

30 

1 1.7 

i6*3 

7 A 

„ ,, 

0 

•0 

16 

17 

16 

16 

^3 

2 X 

181 

: o-o 

14-4 

8 

Ditto, ditto, steeped m i per 
cent sulphuric acid 

25 

5 

5 

5 

17 

5 

0 

86 

0 

1 .6 

8-4 

8a 

40 

8 

8 

8 

13 

8 

0 

87 

0 

2*2 

JO *8 

9 

Ditto, ditto, steeped in i per 
cent, sulphuric acid 

30 

6 

6 

6 

16 

' 7 

0 

88 

0 

2-8 

8-7 

9A 


15 

3 

3 

3 

11 

i 3 

I 0 

99 

0 

3*5 

12*3 

10 

As No. 3, but cockles not 
added till 4th April 

80 

16 

14 

13 

34 

1 

1 ^3 

f 

10 

24 

56 

' 0-7 

i6-8 

XOA 

»* 

90 

18 

15 

15 

37 

17 

1 *0 

43 

1^49 

i 

20*8 


* Resowed z6th December, 2918. 
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PROFIT AND LOSS SHARING 
ON THE FARM.^ 

James Wyllie, B.Sc. 

I. Objeot of Profit-niarrnff.— To improve the social, economic, 
and general relationships between employer and employees ; 
to bring them to recognise that their interests are common 
and not antagonistic ; and thereby to increase the total annual 
income or earnings of both employer and employees. 

II. Conditions essontial to Suoooss. — There must be no feeling 
of compulsion on either side. The employer must admit the 
employees' claim to share in the profits as presently ‘earned ; 
the employees must admit that the increase in profits which is 
expected to accrue under a successful scheme of profit-sharing 
will be due to better organisation and management on the part 
of the employer as well as to higher efficiency in the labour 
dei)artment, and, therefore, that the employer is equitably 
entitled to share in such increase. 

(2) There must be a proper system of accounting. 

(3) Both employer and employees must follow the spirit 
as well as the letter of the scheme, and there must be* no 
attempt on either side to snatch an unfair advantage either in 
drafting the terms of the agreement or in carrying them out. 

(4) The scheme should be as simple as possible, especially 
to begin with, on the principle that one is not so likely to give 
unqualified support to something which one does not fully 
understand. 

III. Dafinition of Profit—The term “ Profit " shall be inter- 
• preted as follows : — In making up the Profit and Loss Account 
for the year, expenses chargeable against the farm sliall include, 
inter alia, [a) the total wages, including the value of all per- 
quisites, payments for overtime, harvest-money etc., paid to 
each employee of whatever kind ; [b) interest on the capital 
invested by the employer as shown by the farm balance-sheet ; 
(c) an allowance to the employer for ordinary work done on 
the farm by himself or by members of his family as well as for 
the work of organisation and management — this allowance to 
be hereafter called employer's wages." 

* Mr. James Ismay, Iwernc Mmster House, Blandforci, Dorset, some 
months ago offered a prize of £100 for the best scheme ou the subject of 
“ Profit aud Loss Sharing on the Farm/* sent through ten agricultural news- 
papers, and, in addition, £to for the best scheme submitted through each 
newspaper. Ihis article, whichis rcpnxiled from the British 

lor 25th September, 1919. was awarded b-otlk prizes, as judged the best sub- 
mitted tlirough all the newspapers. The names of the final adjudicators 
were: — C. J. B. Macdonald, Esq., West End Farm, Cheddington, Tring ; 
H. Padwick, Esq., National Farmers’ Union. 39, Victoria Street, S.W. i ; 
G. Dallas, Esq., The Work^us’ Union, 49, Chandos Street, Strand, W.C. 2, 
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IV. The farm shall be credited with (a) the estimated 
yearly value of the dwelling-house occupied by the employer 
and his household, and (b) the value of all farm produce con- 
sumed by the employer and his household. Income Tax 
payable by the employer, as well as all other payments erf a 
personal nature, shall be excluded, but a fair allowance shall 
be made for depreciation on machinery and other equipment. 

V. EmpisycM’ Wases, — Employees’ wages shall, on no account, 
be lowered simply because they are to share in the 
profit, and the wages of employees and of employer shall rise 
or fall together. All perquisites shall be valued according to 
the scale adopted by the Wages Board for the district in 
question. 

VI. Interest on Capital,— The rate of interest allowed on the 
employer’s capital shall be based upon the current rate paid 
by first-class industrial stocks or shares or alternatively, as 
may be agreed, upon the current bank rate plus i to 2 per cent. 
It shall be the duty of the auditor(s) to see that the amomit of 
capital on which interest is calculated is fair and reasonable, 
and in particular that stocks in hand are not over-valued, 
and that only such monies are included in the balance sheet 
as are necessary for the proper working of the farm. 

VII. Employers’ WaRoe.— The employers’ wages shall be based 
upon the salaries actually paid to managers of home and 
co-operative farms, etc., in the district in question, or alterna- 
tively, as may be agreed, upon a sum representing from 8 to 
12 per cent, of the employers’ capital as above determined. 

VIII. The yearly value of the farm dwelling-house shall be 
taken as it appears in the valuation roll, or, failing that, it shall 
be assessed on the same basis as cottages included in employees’ 
perquisites. Similarly, all farm produce consumed by the 
farmer and his household shall be assessed in the same way 
as where that produce is given as employees’ perquisites. 
Local rates shall be allocated amongst employees, employer, 
and the farm according to the same principles as are implied 
in the above. 

IX. EmplayMa’ eligible to Ehart.— Only employees regularly 
engaged on the farm shall be eligible fw participation in the 
profit, i.e., all employees engaged by the week, month, half- 
year or year as well as regular day-workers, such as milkers. 
No employee shall be eligible who has not been in tlie service 
of the employer for a period of at least six consecutive months, 
but not necessarily full time. In the course of about 5 years 
this period may be extended to twelve months. 
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X. Mnoiiito of ShMiiw Profit— 1 he profit as above deter- 
mined shall be apportioned as follows : — 

(1) Ten per cent, of the profit shall be placed in a reserve fund, 
subject to par. ii. 

(2) The remainder of the profit shall be divided amongst («) 
the employer, (6) eligible employees, and (c) other employees 
in proportion to the total wages paid to each class. 

(3) The proportion falling to ineligible employees shall be 
added to the reserve fund. 

(4) Before apportioning the eligible employees' share, 2 per 
cent, of the wage shall be added to each employee’s wage for 
each full year of service after the first. The final division 
shall be made amongst the eligible employees in proportion to 
the total wages as thus adjusted. 

(5) The profit thus allocated shall be paid in cash. 

XL Reserve Fund.— A reserve fund shall be set up as stated 
in par. 10, but this fund shaD not be allowed to exceed an 
amount to be agreed upon, such as one year’s wages of em- 
ployer and employees. If and when the reserve fund reaches 
the maximum the whole profit shall be apportioned and the 
amoimt falling to the ineligible workers shall be divided equally 
between the employer and the eligible employees. 

XII. In the ivent of Lees. — In the event of the year’s working 
resulting in a loss, either {a) the loss shall be carried forward 
and no profit shall be divided until this loss has been made 
good, or, (6) the reserve fund shall be drawn upon to the extent 
of the loss, but no more, or, (c) the reserve fimd shall be drawn 
upon to the extent of the loss, and also sufficiently to pay not 
less than 5 nor more than 10 per cent, on the wages of both 
employer and employees — all according to the state of the 
reserve fund and by agreement. 

XIII. Books to bo Audttod.— The accounts shall be audited 
each year by an auditor mutually approved by employer and 
employees, and his decision shall be final. 

Xrv. Before any employee shall be eligible to share in the 
profit he or she must agree in writing to the terms of the agree- 
ment as sketched above. 

XV. Notioo to Torminate. — One year’s notice shall be given 
by either party in order to terminate the agreement, and 
in the event of determination the reserve fund shall become the 
property of the Mnployer as a measure of compensation for the 
risk he nms in having the agreement terminated, while the 
scheme shows a loss without any reserve fund. 
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Note (i ) The term * ‘ profit * * has been defined for the particular 
purpose in view. 

(2) The above scheme is intended for tenant-farmers and their 
employees, but it could readily be adapted to suit the case of 
proprietor-farmers and their employees. 

(3) It will be understood that in practice the agreement 
outlined above will require amplification so that there may 
be no misunderstanding on any of the points raised. 

(4) No attempt has been made to discuss the relative 
advantages of co-partnership and profit-sharing. 


In any C ounty Scheme of instruction with the object of 
encouraging such an industry as cheese^making, it is essential 
that the methods adopted should be framed 
specific needs of the county 
concerned. This has recently been notably 
exemplified in the case of a certain county, in which, until last 
year, it had been customary to hold cheese- making classes at 
farms where it was part of the normal business to make cheese. 

Owing to the reluctance of farmers to admit strangers on 
the premises it gradually became more and more difficult to 
provide centres of instruction for would be pupils, and at the 
end of the 1918 season the liducation Authority decided to dis- 
continue the instruction. An officer of the Board, on hearing of 
this decision, attended a subsequent meeting of the Committee 
and succeeded in persuading them to rescind their previous 
decision and to continue the classes on a different plan. 
It was then arranged to hold short courses, usually of a fort- 
night's duration, at a number of centres. Instead of dealing 
with large cheeses and large quantities of milk, the instruction 
was designed to show how, with quite simple and inexpensive 
apparatus, good cheese could be made from comparatively 
small quantities of milk. In short, the courses of instruction 
were such as would meet the needs of small holders, and demon- 
strate the possibility of converting small surpluses of milk 
into cheese with very little outlay. 

The classes under this new plan were from the beginning a 
great success, and more applications for new centres were 
received than could be dealt with in the season. The net 
cost to the county, moreover, was very small. Numerous 
applications have already been received for the formation 
of classes next year in the county referred to. 

3 Q 
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Instruction of this kind, taken as it is to the very doors of 
those requiring it, is of real economic value, and is much 
appreciated by those concerned. It also saves in the aggregate 
a large amoimt of miik from being put to a less useful purpose 
than is the case when it is made into cheese, and at the same 
time gives the small holder a greater return for his produce 
than he would otherwise obtain. 


Time to apply Farmyard Manure. — The very fine autumn 
weather enabled farmers to push well forward with their 
c\iltivations, and work on many farms is 
Notes on Manures ^t present advanced more them usual, 
for January. Farmers have, therefore, the option of 

Extenmental Station. P^^^mg on farmyard manure now, instead 
of waiting, as they are sometimes com- 
pelled to do, until spring. There has been a good deal of dis- 
cussion as to whether spring or winter applications of farmyard 
manure are best, and equally good farmers may have opposite 
views. The general rule seems to be as follows : — 

Winter application of fannyard manure is best in districts 
of low rainfall, i.e., the eastern, midland and south-eastern 
counties, while spring application is best in districts of high 
winter rainfall — i.e., the north and north-west of England, 
south-west of Scotland, etc. 

The danger of spring application of farmyard manure in the 
southern part of England was illustrated this season on one of 
the fields at Rothamsted. Here, owing to pressure of work 
in the autumn of 1918, the usual cartage of dung had not been 
completed when the wet weather of January and February 
put a stop to work on the land : a Spring dressing of farmyard 
manure had therefore to be applied. March, April and May 
were all dry months, and the drought extended well into 
June. The manure had little opportunity for decomposition, 
and clearly did not exert the elTect in improving the root crop 
that might reasonably have been expected. 

The subject has been put to the test of direct experiment 
by Professor Berry of the West of Scotland Agricultural 
CoUege, whose results were published in 1914.* Adopting the 
money values then current he found in his wet district that 
spring dressings gave an advantage of £4 iis. per acre in the 
case of potatoes, and 19s. per acre in the case of swedes : the 


* Eleventh and Twelfth Annual Report of the West of Scotland 
Agricultural CoUege, Glasgow, 1914. 
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spring dressings gave 40 per cent, to 60 per cent, increase in 
weight over the unmanured plot, while the autumn dressings 
gave only 25 per cent increase. 

His actual figures were : — 




Potatoes. 



T urntps. 



Increase over Unmanurecl 

Increase over Unmanured 1 




Plot. 



Plot. 



Weight 

Money 

value 

Per 

Weight 

Money 

value 

Per 


per acre. 

cent. 

per acre. 

cent. 


per acre. 


per acre. 



T. c. 

1 s. d. 


T. c. 

£ s. d. 


Spring 







application 

4 2 1 

0 S 2 j 

i 57 

6 2 

2 8 6 

41 

Autumn 



1 




application 

2 I 

1 

4 12 0 

i 

3 14 

196. 

25 


In an earlier experiment Dr. Somerville also found that 
spring dressings gave the best results for swedes and turnips 
in Northumberland, the yields per acre being : — 


— 

Dung alone 

Dung and Artificials. 

^ . Tons cwt. 

9 tons applied in winter . . . . > 17 13 J 

9 ,, stored, then applied in spring . . ' 20 17 

1 

Tons cwt. 

22 17J 

23 16 

Tons cwt. 
18 i6i 
22 13I 

Advantage in favour of spring 

application 

3 3i 

0 18J 

3 I7i 


A similar result was obtained by Professor Gilchrist in 
1906-7. . His results for swedes were : — 


— 

No dung. 

1 

Dung 

_ (10 tons) 

Dung 'stored. 

(10 tons) ; applied 
^phed in 1 

December.! swedes 
( sown. 

1 

1 

Dung 
(10 tons) 
fresh, not 
stored, 
applied 
when 
swedes 

I Jsown. 

No other manure . . 
Artificials added . . 

Tons cwt. 
12 16 

17 13 

Tons cwt. 
15 5 

18 x8 

Tons cwt. 
18 19 

20 17 

Tons cwt. 
17 17 

20 3 


This result is not invariably obtained, however, in Durham 
and Northumberland ; in another season Dr. Somerville 

3 0 ^ 
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found that mangolds gave better results after autumn dressings 
than after spring dressings, tlie results being : — 

Tons cwt. 

Dung (20 tons)* in autumn . . • • • • • • 28 17 

.. )♦ in spring 26 i 7 i 

Only 16 J tons were appUed in spring to allow for loss on 
storage : naturally this figure must affect the results consider- 
ably. Broadly speaking, however, it may be said that spring 
apphcations of farmyard manure are best in the north. 

Farther south the case stands quite differently, and whenever 
the matter has been tested the winter apphcations have come 
out best. Two good experiments have been made 5 one at 
Harper Adams Agricultural College, and the other at the 
Holmes Chapel Agricultural College (now closed). At Harper 
Adams potatoes receiving spring dressings of farmyard manure 
looked better at first than those which got a winter dressing, 
but by July a great change was visible, and by the middle 
of August they looked distinctly less promising than those to 
which farmyard manure had been applied in- winter. The 
final weighings of the tubers were : — 



Spring 

Winter 


Application. 

Application. 


Tons cwt. 

Tons cwt. 

Culdees Castle 

10 12J 

II 3 

Crofter 

10 3 ! 

. • 10 I 3 i 

Great Scot 

12 . 

13 4 


showing distinct gains in favour of the winter dressings. 

At Holmes Chapel the following results were obtained in 
a four years’ test on loam and strong clay; — 

Tons per Acre. 

Potati es. Swedes. Mangolds. 

Dung applied in December .. 5 7 14-5 , 221 

.. April .. .. 5 5 12-8 17-7 


Advantage of winter dressing .. — 1-7 4-4 

Only when the dung has been apphed early has it any chance 
of decomposing sufficiently to exert any great efiect on the 
water-holding capacity of the soil. Long dtmg does not help 
to keep the soil moist in dry weather ; on the contrary it favours 
drying out. If, however, the long dung is ploughed in during 
the winter it decomposes sufficiently to enable the soil to retain 
more water in the spring. 

Coltootkm of Bmokon. — ^Farmers who use bracken should collect 
it as soon as possible, as it rapidly loses value during the winter. 

* 10 cwt. artificials per acre added in each case. 
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Exposure to rain after it is dead and withered causes most of 
its valuable constituents to wash away : thus, bracken collected 
at Rothamsted contained when fully grown 29 per cent, of 
potash (KjO) in its ash, but after exposure throughout the 
winter it contained only 2 per cent. Expressed as lb. of potash 
(KjO) obtainable from an acre of bracken, the figures were 
60 lb. per acre in bracken collected in October, but only about 
5 lb. per acre in bracken collected at the end of winter. 

Effeot of a Wet Winter. — Supposing there should be heavy 
rainfall during the winter, farmers will be under the necessity 
of providing additional nitrogenous manure by way of spring 
dressings to make up for the loss of nitrate in the drainage 
water. The extent of the loss depends on the richness of the 
soil and the amount of rainfall, but it may be considerable. 
At Rothamsted it is in no case less than i lb. of nitrogen 
(equivalent to 6 lb. of nitrate of soda) per inch of rain, and this 
low figure is attained only on the poorest and most exhausted 
land on the farm. More usually the figure is much higher. 
Careful notes were kept during the wet winter of 1915-16, 
and it was found that the total losses throughout the whole 
winter varied from 5 to 125 lb. per acre (reckoned as nitrogen) ; 
in the case of a field worked as part of the ordinary farm the 
loss was 30 lb. of nitrogen per acre, equivalent to 190 lb. per 
acre of nitrate of soda, this being as much as is contained in 
18 bushels of wheat together with the corresponding quantity 
of straw. A piece of fallow land lost very heavily. The 
actual figures were : — 

Nitrogen as Nitrate, 



I.h. per 

acre, top i8 

in. 

Autumn, 

February, 



1915- 

nn6. 

Loss. 

Broadbalk, dunged, fallow 

175 

50 

125 

cropped (wheat) 
Great Harpenden Field, cropped 

90 

47 

43 

(wheat) 

70 

40 

30 

Broadbalk, unmanured, fallow . . 

,, „ cropped 

68 

40 

28 

(wheat) 

51 • 

46 

5 

Hoos, unmanured, fallow 

M .* cropped 

34 

9 

25 

(wheat) 

32 

12 

20 


In addition to the losses of nitrate the soil also suffered 
through deflocculation of the clay. Thus, at the end of the 
winter the land was depleted of its nitrates, and the clay had 
passed into a sticky, unworkable state. Much of the damage 
could have been avoided had a catch crop or a green crop 
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been grown in the previous autumn and subsequently ploughed 
in for manure. The best remedies for spring use are soot, 
sulphate of ammonia and lime, and, where the soil is not too 
heavy and sticky, nitrate of soda. 

If the winter turns out to be wet, farmers on heavy land will 
be well advised to secure soot early. 

Ammonium Nitrate as Fertiliser. — Information has been received 
from the Disposal Board of the Ministry of Munitions that 
they are unable to accept any further orders for ammonium 
nitrate as fertiliser ; quotations are still given, however, by 
some of the merchants. Fortunately there seems to be a con- 
siderable quantity of nitrate of soda in view, so that farmers 
wishing to use nitrates should be under no disadvantage in 
arranging a manurial programme for next spring. 

Purchase of Lime on Farms. — Recent quotations for different 
kinds of lime are as follow: — 

Price per ton. 

Ordinary lime . . . . . . . . . . 28s. 

Ground lime . . . . . . . . 42s. 

,, limestone .. .. .. .. 34s. 

and the question arises, which of these is the best value ? 

Lime is usually about 90 per cent, pure : limestone also is 
equally pure, but it contains carbonic acid (which is of no value 
to the farmer) in addition to lime, so that its content of the 
valuable lime on the 90 per cent, basis of purity is reduced to 
51 per cent. The relative cost per ton of lime therefore works 
out as follows : — 

Price per ton. 

Ordinary lime . . . . . . . . . . 285. 

Ground lime . . . . . . . . . . 425. 

„ limestone .. .. .. .. .. 60*55, 

The difference in value between ordinary lime and ground 
lime lies in the fineness of division. The ground lime, being in 
fine powder, can be well distributed in the soil, and, therefore, 
need not be used in as large dressings as the ordinary lime, 
WTiether there is as much difference as is shown in these quota- 
tions depends on the actual samples. Limestone has one 
advantage over ground lime : it can be kept more easily in 
the bag, as it does not swell and become hot on wetting in the 
way lime does. In many places, however, lime is available 
at a cheaper rate than any of the above : Professor Gilchrist 
reports an instance in which waste lime is being offered at 
S$. per ton (on rail), which, assuming only 36 per cent, of lime, 
is equivalent to a cost of 20s. for lime on the 90 per cent, basis. 
It is, however, variable in composition, and contains from 60 to 
70 per cent, carbonate of lime, which is equivalent to 34 to 
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39 perjcent. of|lime. The carbonate of lime is in a finely 
precipitated powder. At Cockle Park, 4 tons per acre of this 
has effectively checked finger- and- toe disease in turnips, and 
in other ways has given valuable results. It is carefully spread 
direct from the carts on to the soil, before ploughing the ley 
for oats, at the rate of 4 tons per acre, and this application once 
in a rotation of four or six years has been as effective as any 
form of lime used. 

Mr. Scott -Robertson reports two waste limes from Essex : 
the figures of analysis are as follows : — 

Sample t. Sample 
per cent, per Cent, 

Moisture .. .. .. .. .. 37’92 — 

Calcium oxide (lime) .. .. .. .. 3113 40*53 

Sand, etc. .. .. .. .. .. — ■ 4*70 

Sample 2 comes from a soap works in Essex, and costs is. 6d. 
per ton free on rail. Sample i, which was very wet and pasty, 
is derived from a factory in the London area, and cost at the 
time of writing 6s. 6d. per ton free on rail at the works. 

Use of Lime In Nurseries, — A correspondent has asked whether 
the need of lime is as urgent in nurseries as on farms ? In 
many cases it is not. Some crops, like potatoes and rhubarb, 
grow better without lime than with it : both of these prefer a 
rather acid soil, and in the case of potatoes, one of the pests — 
the well-known potato scab — can flourish in a limed, but not 
in an unlimed, soil. Both on account of its manner of growth 
and to avoid this pest, therefore, the potato crop is better 
without a direct application of lime than with it. Again, 
in the few experiments that have been made, tomatoes have 
done better without than with additional lime, but in these 
cases there was already a certain proportion of lime in the soil. 
Where raw subsoil is being turned up it seems highly probable 
that a dressing of lime will be valuable : where, however, only 
the surface soil is being dealt with, the need for lime must 
depend on the crop. The cabbage tribe, swedes, etc., are 
usually the first to suffer from shortage of lime, and they show 
the effect by the well-known finger-and-toe or club-root, which 
is not to be confused with the club-root of tomatoes, or the galls 
produced by certain insects on swedes. 

Price of Potaeelo Fertllleere. — ^A farmer sends the following list 
of prices, which he has quite naturally had some difficulty in 
comparing. He was offered : — £ s. d, 

French Kainit (Sylvanite) 14 per cent. . . at 7^5 ^ ton. 

Potash Salts (K2O) 30 per cent J2 10 o „ 

Muriate of Potash (KCl) 80 per cent. 20 12 6 ,, 

Sulphate „ (K2SO4) 90 per cent. „ 23 2 f> ,, 
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and he asks how to determine which is the best value ? The 
method is as follows : — 


Manure. 

Mce 
per Ton. 

i 

Composition: 

1 

Equivalent to 

Price 
per Unit' 

French Kainit 

(Sylvanite) 
Potash Salts 

Muriate of Potash . . 
Sulphate 

£ s. d. 

7 15 0 
12 10 0 
20 12 6 
23 2 6 

Potash . 

So'ira 

80 % (KCl) 

90 % (K2SO4) 

Potash. 

14 % (K20) 

30 % 

50-5 % {K2O) 
48-6 % (K2O) 

5. d, 

II I 

8 4 

8 2 

9 6 


I part of munate (KCl) *= 0*632 parts of potash (K2O). 
I ,, sulphate (K2SO4) = <>‘54 *» »> (K2O). 


The Report of the women delegates appointed to inquire 
as to openings in Canada for women of the United Kingdom, 


Farming for Women 
in Canada. 


recently published,* devotes considerable 
attention to the position of women settlers 
with regard to agricultural employment. 


The delegates point out that, OAving to climatic conditions. 


hired labour upon most Canadian farms is of a seasonal 


nature. Agricultural hands are in great request from May 
to October, but during the severe winter months have 
to find alternative employment, either in towns or at lumber 
work. In view of this fact, there is little prospect of whole- 
time farm employment for women. 


On the other hand, the war emergency has brought women 
into prominence as seasonal workers in fruit districts. A corps 
of “ Farmerettes ” was enlisted for special service in this 
connection in Ontario and in British Columbia during the 1918 
and 1919 seasons. Their organisation, both as regards enrol- 
ment and supervision, was carried out on much the same lines 


as those adopted in Great Britain, and the work performed was 
so satisfactory that fruit farmers are anxious to ensure a con- 
tinuance of this class of labour. Inasmuch, however, as, even 
in fruit districts, little or no outside work can be performed in 
winter, the only emplo5mient open to women during that period 
of the year is domestic work. The delegates express the opinion 
that good openings exist for a certain number of young women 
who are willing to adapt themselves to the above conditions 
of seasonal employment, and that the wages would compare 


* Cmd. 4 ® 3 i A9191 4 ^. net. Obtainable from H.M. Stationery Office, 
Imperial House, Kingsway, London, W.C. 2. 
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favourably with those earned in Great Britain. Opportunities 
for the farm-house servant employed partly in and partly out- 
side the house seem also to be available in several Provinces. 
As, however, this type of labour is not customary, it is felt that 
only a limited number of carefully selected women prepared to 
adapt themselves to local requirements and conditions should 
be advised to consider such posts, and that they should be 
informed that the proposal is experimental and that the work 
is to some extent of a pioneer nature. 

With regard to women occupiers of land, the view is strongly 
urged that British settlers desiring to take up farms should in 
every case seek employment as wage- earners upon the land in 
the locality in which they propose to settle for a period of at 
least one year, preferably two, before they decide upon pur- 
chase. It is further suggested that the winter season might 
usefully be employed by the women in undergoing a five 
months’ course at one of the Canadian agricultural colleges. 

The delegates desire to draw attention to the following princi- 
ples, which they consider should be observed in settling women 
on the land in the Dominion : — 

1. Thatthewomenshouldworkas joint owners, ingroups 

of two or three rather than as single occupiers. 

2. That holdings taken up should be of such size and class 

of cultivation as would admit them being worked by 
the owners without the necessary assistance of hired 
men. 

3. That the cultivation of produce of first-class grade only 

should be the aim of women farmers. 

4. That agriculturists should be of robust physique. 

5. That it is of vital importance that a knowledge of busi- 

ness methods as well as of practical farming should 
be acquired before purchasing land. 

The Annapolis Valley in Nova Scotia, the southern parts of 
Ontario, and the Kootenay, Okanagan, Chilliwack and Fraser 
Valley districts of British Columbia arc recommended as most 
desirable for women farmers, and the types of cultivation 
considered most suitable are dairy, fruit (especially soft 
varieties)^ poultry, pigs, bees, vegetables and flowers. 

Emphasis is laid upon the fundamental differences between 
the conditions of farming in Canada and in Great Britain, 
especially with regard to the lack of paid labour and its effect 
upon the Ufe of women in the Dominion. Each settler must 
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be prepared to be more self-reliant and resourceful than is 
the case in England, and must realise that domestic duties 
performed either for her own household or that of her 
employer are an essential part of every women’s life in 
Canada. 

With reference to the article on “ Drainage Operations in 
Norfolk,” which was published in the issue of this Journal 
, . for July last, p. 381, the two pairs of 

DraiMg^^perations photographs here reproduced show the 

state of the River Waveney before and 
after the drainage operations on this river described in that 
article. The photographs were taken, one pair (Figs, i and 2) 
about half a mile below, and the other pair (Figs. 3 and 4) 
about half a mile above, the bridge at Scole which carries 
the Ipswich to Norwich road across the Waveney. 

The river in this neighbourhood was in the worst state of any 
with which the Norfolk Agricultural Executive Committee had 
to contend. The shoals were continuous, leaving only a narrow 
watercourse, and in places the sedges were in full growth 
right across the stream ; the opening of a narrow way through 
the centre of these sedges was the first step in the operations. 


At the Harper Adams Agricultural College a new feature is 
being introduced in connection with the 1 91 9-1 920 Egg-Laying 
Trials which commenced last month. 


Egg-Laying Trials 
at The Harper 
Adams Agricultural 
College. 


Hitherto, these trials have only appealed to 
the breeders of pure utility stock, and, 
interesting as the information obtained has 
been, its appeal has been necessarily 


limited. In the new trials a section is being reserved for 


breeders of exhibition stock, and in this section the leading 


breeds will be well represented. Another feature will be the 


extension of the single-bird test, which, while well known in 
AustraUa, has hitherto made no headway in this country. 
During the 1918-1919 trials at the Harper Adams Agricultural 
College a number of specially-designed pens were allotted to 
individual birds, and some remarkable figures have been 
recorded, several of the birds producing 260 eggs during the 
period of the trials. 





Fig. 3. — Fiver Wavency. below Scolc Bridge. Before the cleansing. 



Fig.. Fiver Waveney, below Scole Bridge. After the cleansing 
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Test at Dodnash 
Priory. 


The National Utility Poultry Society, in conjunction with 
the Great Eastern Railway (Company, carried out an egg- 
laying test at Dodnash Priory, Bentley, 
Ipswich, over a period of 48 weeks 
which ended 2nd October, 1919. In all, 
134 pens were entered for the competition, 
and were divided into five sections: (i) White I.eghorns ; 
(2) White Wyandottes ; (3) any sitting breed (other than 
White Wyandottes) ; (4) any non-sitting breed (other than 
White Leghorns) ; (5) a championship section for White 
Leghorns and White Wyandottes, limited to breeders who 
had won one gold or two silver medals in previous tests. 
The eggs laid were classified by the Society into two grades : 
(i) Grade L, eggs weighing 2 oz. and over, and (2) Grade II., 
eggs weighing less than 2 oz. but not less than if oz. 
during the first 10 weeks and for the subsequent period not 
h'ss than if oz. For the purposes of the competition, how- 
ever, not more than 100 second-grade eggs, or, in the case of 
the championship section, not more than 200 second-grade 
eggs, were allowed to be included in the pen-score. 

A table showing the egg totals for the test for the whole of 
the period is given below : — 


Egg T otals for the xdiole Period of the T est. 


CiO 

c 

T3 .! 



Eggs Laid. 

Average 

rS ^ 

JNo. 

of 

Breed. 




Yield per 
Bird* for 


Birds. 


Grades. 

Total. 

12 months. 

5 



1st. 

2110. 



15 

335 

While Leghorns . . 

48,080 

7.501 

56.187 

160 

5 

225 

White Wvandotles 

29,113 

5,808 

31,021 

151 


14 

Light Sussex 

1.653 

279 

1,932 

129 


35 

Rhode Island Reds 

4»757 

669 

5.426 

155 


25 

Buff Plymouth Rocks 

3 »ioi 

501 

3,0o2 

144 

- 

5 ! 

White Orpingtons 

748 

56 

804 

1 61 


5 

Buff Orpingtons . . ' 

717 

77 

794 

158 

I 

. 19 

Anconas 

2,913 

141 

3,054 

153 

I 

29 

Black Leghorns 

3,404 

lOI 

3,505 

117 

3 

2 

White La Bresse . . * 

316 

167 

4S3 

97 

26 

694 

All the birds 

95.408 

15,300 

110,708 

I 155 



Unrecorded eggs 

. 

, , 

1,206 




Under -weight eggs (excluded) 

•• 

248 





Total . . 

112,162 



Including birds which died during the Test. 






The pens consisted of 5 pullets, except in the case of the 
championship section, where there were 10 pullets to the pen. 


Inquiry is made from time to time as to the position and 


prospects of the flax industry in England. The following 


The Position of the 
Flax Industry in 
England. 


facts will give the desired information. 

I. 12,363 acres of flax were grown under 
contract with the Board of Agriculture 
in 1918, and 12,568 acres in 1919. This 


flax was grown for fibre and should not be confused with the 


La Plata variety of flax, which is raised entirdy for seed pur- 


poses. A large number of farmers and landowners grew linseed 


during last summer for feeding purposes, and this crop is 
becoming more popular every year. The straw of this variety 
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of flax is of very little value and is useless for fibre purposes, 
as it is too short and spreads out into numerous branches. On 
the other hand, the seed from fibre flax is almost as valuable 
for feeding as is ordinary linseed. Broadly speaking, the only 
flax grown for fibre in this country is that which is grown 
under contract for the flax factories of the Board of Agriculture 
and for the Yorkshire Flax Company. 

2. The acreage of flax grown for fibre is regulated by the 
capacity of the factories which are available to deal with the 
straw produced. The above-mentioned figures are the maxi- 
mum amounts which can be handled under present conditions 
by the existing factories of the Board. 

3. The Flax Production Branch of the Board is producing 
flax in five difierent districts, namely, Somerset, Selby (Yorks), 
Peterborough, Suffolk and Fife. The factories in these areas 
are now ofiered by the Board for sale to private enterprise, the 
opinion having been formed that under such conditions the 
enterprise is most likely to be commercially successful. Having 
regard to the very high prices of flax at the present time, 
the undertaking may be exceedingly profitable. It is use- 
less to encourage farmers to grow flax for fibre unless they are 
within easy reach of a factory that can carry out the retting 
and scutching operations, for which a large plant is required. 
Flax straw is so bulky that its carriage from a farm to a distant 
factory would largely absorb any profit arising from its sale. 

4. Flax growing is undoubtedly a rural industry of 
great importance, and it is likely to remain so for some 
years to come. It is improbable that any large quantities 
of flax will be procurable from Russia for a long time ; indeed, 
it is stated that in many parts of Russia the peasants have eaten 
all the flax seed. The flax factories of the Board are now turn- 
ing out a considerable quantity of seed and fibre, but their 
output remains restricted owing to delay in the completion of 
the necessary machinery. 


The steps taken by the Middlesex Coimty Council to deal 
with the problem of the destruction of rats in their county well 
. deserve the attention of similar bodies in 

Des^n^on of ^t8 country who, under the Rats and 

Mice (Destruction) Act, 1919 (which on the 
1st January will supersede the existing Orders issued 
under the Defence of the Realm Act), will have to adopt 
similar measures for keeping under control the ravages 
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of these pests. In response to appeals made by the Board' 
and under powers conferred on Local Authorities by the Rats 
Orders, the Coimcil resolved to take vigorous measures to check 
as far as possible the depredations of rats in their coimty, 
especially in the localities where it was known that rat infesta- 
tion had become a source of great trouble. A superintendent 
rat-ofiicer and two assistants were appointed, and commenced 
their work in August, 1918. 

Prior to the appointment of rat-catchers notices were posted 
throughout the county, inviting the public to apply for advice 
or assistance in this matter. Many such requests were received, 
and these have provided more than enough work io keep the 
staff fully employed ,and to give some idea of the magnitude 
of the problem. 

Some of the trouble was reported from shops or dwelling- 
houses where there was some defect in drain connections, or 
in householders’ methods of storing food or dealing with refuse. 
Trouble was also reported by groups of allotment holders at 
Brentford, Southgate, Tottenham, Uxbridge, Willesden and 
Wood Green ; at Ealing, especially at food shops and stores ; 
at knackers’ yards, piggeries, &c., at Tottenham ; the work- 
house at Isleworth ; Runemede rifle range ; Acton, especially 
near the sewage disposal works ; Golder’s Green and Hendon, 
especially near the River Brent ; and Ruislip, es,pecially in the 
neighbourhood of the Royal Air P'orce stores. Larger questions 
of policy were raised by reports of rat infestation due to un- 
culverted streams, or to the failure of District Councils to 
burn their refuse. 

In nearly every case, poison was supplied or laid. Much 
success attended the use of a preparation of squills, which .is 
not ordinarily injurious to human beings or domestic animals, 
and is cheaper than the well-known proprietary poisons. Every 
precaution was taken to guard against accidents, by giving 
printed directions to persons supplied with rat poison, and 
obtaining a signed consent from those on whose premises 
poison was laid. On second visits it was found that house- 
holders generally were enthusiastically grateful and pleased 
with the results of the rat-catchers’ work. 

Formal notices under the Rats Order, requiring owners or 
occupiers of property to take steps to prevent rat infestation, 
were served in five cases up to 30th October last. 

The Council consider that only the fringe of the problem of 
rat destruction has possibly so far been reached, aftd that to 
get at the root causes of the trouble organised and thorough 
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action is necessary. With this view new steps are being taken to 
get into closer touch with the military authorities and with 
organisations of farmers and allotment holders, while the best 
means are being considered of dealing with the difficulties pre- 
sented by such breeding places as sewage works and refuse 
dumps, and infested areas around certain streams. Arrange- 
ments have been made for the superintendent rat-officer to 
attend meetings of agriculturists and of local agricultural 
committees in the county. 

It is on such efforts as have been undertaken by the Middle- 
sex County Council that the success of the campaign now urged 
upon the public for the destruction of rats must very largely 
depend. Thorough, well- organised and continuous action 
is essential. It should be emphasised, however, that it is most 
desirable, from every point of view, that the measures taken 
by Local Authorities to secure the enforcement^ of the Act 
should, as far as possible, be on self-supporting lines, and 
that where they undertake the destruction of rats on the 
premises of private occupiers, the cost should be borne by 
the individuals benefited and not by the general body of 
taxpayers. 

During Rat Week,** the fourth week in October, the 
Middlesex County Council secured the co-operation of 
societies of allotment holders, of sanitary inspectors, of 
district councils, of the staffs of certain hospitals and work- 
houses, and of many commercial firms and private residents, 
to all of whom squill poison was supplied in considerable 
quantities and with excellent results. 


It has been decided that the second National Rat Week shall open 
on Monday, the 29th December. It may seem to some that this date 
comes awkwardly in relation to the Christmas 
Eat Destruction. holidays, but it will appear well chosen if it 
is remembered that if all goes well, the Rats 
and Mice (Destruction) Bill will come into force on ist January. It 
is desirable to give those who, for any reason have found themselves 
unable to join in concerted action against rats, a further opportunity of 
doing so before the law substitutes a command for a request. Enough 
has been said, perhaps, to bring home to most thinking people the 
necessity for united action. The October Rat Week may be said to 
have proved quite clearly that where action is sporadic those who take 
no part in it are the real sufferers, because the hunted rat seeks sanctuary 
in the nearest district that is not taking action. The lessons of the fir.'^t 
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week have been taken to heart by many of our leading Medical Of&cers 
of Health and a large number of the Local Authorities. It remains 
now for the others to join in, and it is hoped that the Scottish 
Authorities will unite on this occasion with England and Wales. 

The Rets of a^Great^ City. — Reports now ccming in from some of the 
big cities that have made their first attempt to handle the rat problem 
are very illuminating. One great manufacturing centre has sent a- 
report from which the few following extracts have been taken. 
Apparently this city relies largely upon the services of dogs and cats. 
In one butcher's shop 70 traps were set and 54 rats taken in a night. 
In another butcher’s shop traps were used, but they cannot abate the 
nuisance. The owner of some stables reports that a rat-catcher ca3?tgSit 
47 rats on his premises in one evening. Another stable owner writes 
that the rat-catcher caught 90 in one visit, and a third says it is not 
unusual on a calm summer night to see two or three rats in the street 
near his premises eating com which has fallen from the nosebags of horses. 
A culverted part of a certain river passes in proximity to some infested 
premises, with the result that all attempts at rat destruction are useless. 
One caf6 in a fairly prosperous part of the town is reported to be full of 
rats, but no action has been taken. The manager of a large firm says : 

There are hundreds of rats about^this building ; rat-catchers have 
tried j|to deal with them many times without success. I am anxious to 
join any scheme, and within reasonable limits money would be no 
object if rats could be cleared out." From another caf6 in a prominent 
street comes this message : “ Greatly troubled with rats in kitchen 
and store room ; rat-catcher and traps seem to do no good." Other 
statements in the report read, “These premises are infested with 
rats," and “premises overrun with rats; have used Virus without 
success." This city provides an instance of enormous damage by 
dangerous vermin, and to meet this damage — it probably runs into 
many thousands of pounds — it is stated that “ The expenses incurred 
during Rat Week amounted approximately to £ 15 ” This relates to 
one of the wealthiest cities in England ! The Medical Officer reports : 
•• From information obtained, it would appear that in certain parts the 
rat problem is very serious, and in many instances occupiers and owners 
of premises would very willingly have joined in the concerted attack 
on rats and met the expense incurred if there were a fair chance of 
clearing their property . . . some occupiers were a little appre- 

hensive at the measures they might be asked to take if they said their 
premises were infested.” It is hoped that when the next Rat Week 
comes round all concerned will unite in an effort to remove the reproach 
from a great city. 

Rat Destruotioii In Bournamoiitii, — One of the best statements yet 
to hand comes from the county borough of Bournemouth. Mr. W. G. 
Cooper, the Chief Sanitary Inspector, has accomitohed his task in a 
fashion that many would do well to imitate. The borough of Bourne- 
mouth was divided into four districts, and a rat-catcher with an assistant 
appointed to each. Nine dogs and 20 ferrets were part of the equipment, 
and many hundreds of rats were killed. They were not merdy killed 
but were examined and less than i per cent, showed signs of ill health. 
Very mteresting, too, is the statement that, while in one range of 
piggeries there were about nine does to every one buck, only seven 
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out of 79 rats killed were males. Five does out of every eight were 
with young or in milk, so it will be seen that the work of destruction 
was done at a very opportune moment. Nearly 3,000 poison baits were 
put down on private premises, and many others were put down in 
public places. Of all these baits about two-thirds were taken. Gins 
and traps and gas were not successful. In addition to these impor- 
tant results, Mr. Cooper observed that some rats live a good distance 
away from the places they frequented when in search of food. 
Bournemouth proposes to carry on the work of rat destruction, and it 
is satisfactory to learn that, in spite of the poison baits supplied, no 
single complaint of any annoyance due to their use has been received. 

Rat Deatruotiofi at Poplar. — The Medical Officer of Health fo the 
^-.e*Topolitan]^Borough of Poplar carried out the campaign against rats 
very thoroughly, choosing carbonate of barium for po.soning. To this 
was added an equal weight of tallow, and the two were mixed with 
dripping to a thick paste. This was warmed before a fire and spread 
on bread, which was cut to the size of dice. The baits were put down 
wherever vermin had been in evidence, with the result that in Tsome 
places rats have disappeared entirely, and in other places they are 
disappearing. So greatly are business men and private householders 
of Poplar pleased with the work done that they are continuing it in 
the hope of putting an end to the activities of rats in their borough. 
Very iew dead rats have been found, and the Medical Officer of Health 
is of opinion that poisoned rats either go back to the sewers to die or 
are eaten by other rats. 

As the public are now well aware of the importance of rat destruction, 
and are convinced that efficacious methods can be employed, a great 
extension of the voluntary work may be seen before the Rats and Mice 
(Destruction) Bill becomes Law at the beginning of the New Year. 


WiTHjthis issue of the Journal is published a Supplement 
(No. 19) entitled Reports on the Keeping and Carriage of 
“Journal” Supple- Ventilated and Unventilated Milk 

ment on Ventilated Churns Respectively ” (price, bd. post 
and Unventilated free, from the Secretary, Board of Agri- 
Milk Chums. culture and Fisheries, Publications Branch, 
3, St. James's Square, London, S.W. i). 

It may be said that up to comparatively recent times it was 
the universal custom to provide railway milk churns with very 
free ventilation, and it was often the case that the system of 
ventilation employed did not adequately protect the contents 
of the churn against contamination during transit. 

The frequent arrival of milk in bad condition at its destina- 
tion called into question the necessity for any ventilation 
apertures whatever, and led also to inquiries whether an im- 
provement might be effected if filtered air only were admitted 
to churns during transit. 

3 R 
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For these reasons the Board decided that a useful purpose 
would be served if these matters were carefully examined, and 
accordingly the authorities at the Dairy Research Station at 
Reading were asked to imdertake an inquiry. 

The Supplement hi question gives an account of the results 
of that inquiry. 


Wart Dtaeaaa In Potatosa. — Replying to a question by Sir Seville 
Stanier, the Parliamentary Secretary to the Board stated that the 
number of cases of wart disease in potatoes up 
Replies to duestions to ist November was 22,222, and that there 
in Parliament was an increase in the number of gases of the 
affecting Agricnltare. disease. (i8th November, 1919.) 

Poultry. — In reply to a question by 
Major E. Wood, the Parliamentary Secretary to the Board stated that 
the Board were establishing a special Branch to deal with poultry* 
keeping, and in thq selection of the stafi the importance of expert 
qualifications would be fully recpgnised. The Board were also 
encouraging the appointment, by County Agricultural and Horticultural 
Committees, of poultry instructors, of whom 44 had already been 
appointed. The chief duty of these officers would be to encourage to 
the fullest extent the development of the poultry industry in every 
part of the country. (i8th November, 1919.) 

Cost of Milk Produotlon.’^— -In reply to a question by Mr. Hurd, 
Mr. Roberts stated that the items included in the producer’s price of 
2S. g^d. per gal. of milk dur ng the seven winter months, on which the 
maximum retail price of is. per quart during five of these months is 
based, have been estimated in the following proportions : — 

Per cent. 


Feeding stuffs . . . . . . . . . . 63 

Labour . . . . . . . . . . . . 15 

Rent, depreciation, and repairs . . . . . . 12.5 

Cartage to producer’s railway station . . . . 1.5 

Producer’s margin, including interest and mana- 
gerial expenses . . . . . . 8 


The wholesaler is permitted an average maximum margin, out of 
which railway charges are paid, of ^d, per gal., and the retailer’s average 
maximum distribution is ^d, per gal., the average retail price being 
accordingly 3s. lo^d. per gal. for the seven months in question. He 
pointed out that the price of 15. per qt. was not a fixed price but a 
maximiun price ; this consideration applies equally in the case of the 
producer and the wholesaler. (i8th November, 1919*) 

Supsrpli 08 pliate.~In reply to a question by Mr. Harry Hope, the 
Parliamentary Secretary to the Board stated that arrangements had 
been made for the importation of phosphate rock from Algiers and 
Tunis which would bring up the total deliveries from these countries 
to the United K ngdom to 277,000 tons during 1919. Arrangements 
had also been discussed with the French authorities for the delivery of 
a substantially larger quantity during 1920. (3rd December, 1919.) 


• See also Note on p. 935. 
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OlMMM Of AnimalSi — In reply to a question by Sir Seville Stanier 
as to the number of cases of anthrax, glanders, swine fever, sheep-scab, 
mange, rabies, and foot-and-mouth disease reported up to date this 
year and the corresponding figures for 191 8, the Parliamentary Secretary 
to the Board supplied the following tabulated figures : — 



1 45 Weeks to 

1 8th November, 1919. 

Corresponding Period 
m 1918. 

Disease. 

1 

, Outbreaks 
confirmed. | 

Animals 

attacked. 

Outbreaks 

confirmed. 

Animals 

attacked. 

Anthrax 

191 ' 

249 

1 21 1 

243 

Foot-and -Mouth . . 

60 

2,f)86t 

3 

40 1 

♦Glanders (including Farcy) 

22 

58 

29 

85 

.Parasitic Mange 

4,400 

8,7«4 

3*789 

7,090 

Rabies 

— 

i 5 it 

— 

59 l 

Sheep Scab 

273 


274 


Swine Fever 

2,018 

938 

1,231 

510 


♦ Number of animals slaughtered as diseased or exposed to infection, 
t Excluding outbreaks in army horses. X Cases confirmed. 


(1 2th November, 1919.) 

. AgrHoultural Executive Committees (Staff)* — Replying to a question 
by Mr. A. Henderson, the Parliamentary Secretary to the Board stated 
that the numbers and cost of the staff employed by Agricultural 
Executive Committees in England and Wales, as reported by those 
Committees on ist November, 1919, were as follows : — 


Number of staff . . . . . . . . . . 9^5 

Total salaries and wages of staff . . . . . . ;^i 15,646 

Estimated annual expenditure on travelling and 

subsistence allowances to staff .. .. 18,560 

Total annual expenditure .. .. 34,206 


He stated that these figures represent a reduction of some 70 per cent, 
on war standard, both in respect of numbers and cost of the staff 
employed. (20th November, 1919.) 

Agriouttural Orgranioatlon Society. — In reply to a question by 
Mr. Waterson, the Parliamentary Secretary to the Board stated that, 
apart from grants for allotment and other special work, grants to the 
Agricultural Organisation Society are made from two sources — the 
Development Fund and the Small Holdings Account, much the larger 
proportion coming from the former. The Treasury have paid €0 the 
Society £ 20,000 during the current year on account of grants proposed 
from the Development Fund ; and he understood that the Development 
Commissioners would probably recommend the Treasury to make to 
the Society grants for the current and the three following years, which 
were expected, with contributions from the Small Holdings Account, 
to make up a total of 120,000 for the four years. After 31st March, 
1923, it was not contemplated that any further grants would be made 
to the Society (which should by then be self-supporting), except, 
possibly, for allolment work falling outside the normal activities of the 

3 R 2 
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Society, which the Society might undertake with the approval or at the 
request of the Government. He added that no part of these grants 
or of any income of the Society was or will be spent in trading, the ^ciety 
being a purely propagandist and advisory body, and giving no pecuniary 
aid to trading societies. It was, of course, an essential function of the 
Society to promote trading, in the sense of organising and advising 
farmers* societies for co-operative trade. (26th November, 1919.) 


OFFICIAL NOTICES AND CIRCULARS. 

— The Orders mentioned in this section of the Journal 
may usually he obtained at the price of id. each from 
H.M. Stationery Office, Imperial House, Kingsway, London, 
W,C.2, and 28, Abingdon Street, London, S.IT.i ,* 37, Peter 

Sreet, Manchester, and 1, St. Andrew's Crescent, Cardiff. 

The following Circular Letter (No. 8/T) was addressed to Local 
Education Authorities by the Board on 22nd November : — 

Sir, — I am directed by the President of the 
Permanent Pastures. Board of Agriculture and Fisheries to inform 
you that while he confidently relies on farmers 
to maintain arable cultivation to the greatest possible extent, he is at 
the same time very anxious that production on both temporary and 
permanent pasture in England and Wales should be increased by the 
adoption of better methods of husbandry. With that object he would 
be glad if your Committee would review their arrangements for providing 
farmers with such technical advice and assistance as they may require 
and for stimulating effort in that direction. In particular I am to ask 
that the county agricultural staff may be instructed to devote special 
attention to this subject ; if necessary the staff should be increased. 

The work of effecting improvement falls mainly under two heads : — 

(a) The improvement of poor pasture and meadows by the use of 

fertilisers, appropriate mechanical treatment, and renovation 
with new seed, singly or in combination. 

(b) General guidance and advice in laying down land to grass. 

The President is advised that under the first head improvement can 

be most effectively secured by the maintenance in various parts of the 
country of suitable demonstration plots. They should be on a scale 
sufficiently large to admit of the results being measured by actual 
pecuniary returns ; they should, of course, be located in districts where 
there is the greatest need of advice and demonstration : they would 
require to be fenced, and in each case a suitable plan for manurial treat- 
ment should be devised. Lord Lee hopes that your Committee, if they 
do not already conduct an adequate number of such demonstrations as 
part of their scheme of agricultural education for the county, will take 
immediate steps to supply this need, and the Board are prepared to 
assist in drawing up plans for the purpose. 

The President is of course aware that the shortage of fertilisers is a 
serious obstacle at present to the improvement of grass land, but he 
tliinks that much might be done immediately by such means as those 
suggested in this letter to ensure that cow pasture produces food to its 
full economic capacity. 
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Since a portion of the land ploughed up during the War may revert 
to grass in the near future he is anxious that the national importance of 
adopting the best methods for laying it down should be appreciated, and 
that knowledge of those methods should be immediately available to 
every farmer who requires it. In most cases the existing county staffs 
will be able to give farmers general guidance and advice ; but he 
proposes to make arrangements at once if possible for the appointment 
of special officers of the Board to confer with local authorities and 
agricultural organisers where problems of unusual difficulty arise or 
where the local staff is not adequate. 

I am, etc., 

(Signed) A. D. Hall, 

Secretary, 


The follow ing^^Circular Letter was addressed to Local Authorities 
by the Board on 29th November : — 

Sir, — I am directed by the President of 
Rat Week. the Board of Agriculture and Fisheries to refer 

to the final paragraph of pamphlet D.R.2* 
(“ Some Suggestions for Intensive Rat Destruction a further copy of 
which is enclosed herewith,! and to say that the dates which the Board 
suggest for the two supplementary Rat Weeks referred to therein are 
29th December to 5th January and 23rd February to 1st March. 
Such information as has been received respecting the recent Rat Week 
indicates that much good has been accomplished, but any inroads made 
into the rat population will speedily be rendered nugatory unless 
further cittacks are organised. C'o-operation and co-ordinated measures 
are essential if these Rat Weeks arc to be a success, and Lord Lee 
therefore hopes that strenudus efforts will be made in every locality by 
all concerned to ensure such a result ; and, during the coming season 
when rats will not be moving about so freely, further to reduce so far 
as possible the large number of rats stdl causing preventable damage 
throughout the country. 

I am to ask that your Local Authority will be* so good as to forward 
as soon as possible after the completion of each of these Rat Weeks a concise 
report as to the result, quoting the above reference number and heading, 
and giving where obtainable actual figures as to destruction, and details 
as to the success or otherwise of the various poisons used. 

It is expected that the Rats and Mice (Destruction) Bill, 1919, 
which is now before Parliament, will come into force on the ist January 
next, and I am to point out that if really good work is done during the 
coming Rat Weeks the onerous duties before the Local Authorities and 
the obligations to be imposed upon the public generally, when the Bill 
becomes Law, will unquestionably be much alleviated. 

I am, etc., 

(Signed) A. D. Hall. 


•,,See this Journal, September, 1919, p, 628. 
t^Not here printed. 
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The Government has recently acquired frcnn Germany a quantity 
of potash salts in exchange for food, and arrangements have now been 
made by the Board of Trade, in conjunction 
New Prices with the Board of Agriculture, for its distribu- 

for High-Grade tion for agricultural purposes. The arrange- 

Fotash Salts. ments announced previously in Leaflet F.P. 

494/S. !♦ have been somewhat modified, and 
the Fertiliser Manufacturers' Association Ltd., by agreement wi^ the 
British Potash Company, has undertaken the sale for agricultural 
purposes on the terms and conditions set out below. The sales will 
continue to be made under the general direction of an ofiicial committee 
called the Potash Distribution Committee, on which the Board of Trade 
and the Departments of Agriculture for England, Scotland and Ireland 
are represented, together with trade interests. ^ 

It has been found necessary, owing to increased charges for delivery, 
to raise the prices set out in the preceding notice by 5s. per ton in 
respect of all deliveries made on and after i st December . — 

The following are the maximum selling prices which will be in force 
in respect of deliveries made on and after ist December. 

FOR SALES TO FARMERS, DELIVERED TO NEAREST RAILWAY STATION 
IN GREAT BRITAIN IN LOTS OF NOT LESS THAN 4 TON 
GROSS WEIGHT. 

Price per ton net cash 
in hags of approximately 
2 cwt, each, 

£ s. d. 

Potash Salts, 30 per cent. KjO .. .. 12 15 o 

Muriate of Potash, 80 per cent. KCl ,. 20 17 6 

Sulphate of Potash, 90 per ceiit. KjSO^ 23 7 6 

^Manure mixers, merchants, dealers and co-operative societies will 
be allowed a discount on these prices of 75. 6d. per ton on potash salts 
and 105 . per ton on the muriate and sulphate of potash. In the case 
of sales to the Channel Islands or the Isle 0/ Man the above delivered 
prices will include delivery f.o.b. British port. 

The potash will be sold at the above basis prices, and a proportionate 
increase or decrease will be made for higher or lower quality as shown 
by analysis of a representative sample of each consignment. The potash 
will be sold at the above prices on gross weights. 

In the event of a general increase in railway rates being sanctioned 
by the Ministry of Transport, a proportionate increase on the above 
charges will be made. 

Farmers should place their orders without delay with their usual 
dealer or co-operaiive society. 

Manure mixers, merchants, dealers and co-operative societies should 
send their orders to the Fertiliser Manufacturers* Association Limited, 
155# Fenchurch Street, London, E.C, 3. 

For sales of small quantities made ex merchant's store, the Board 
would regard as reasonable the following maximum additions to the 
price charged for 4-ton lots : — 


• See this Journal, September, 1919, p. 646. 
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Quantity delivered. 

1 ton and over 

2 cwt. and over but less than i ton 

I M »» 2 cwt. 

28 lb. „ „ ,, 1 ,, 

14 „ ,, „ ,, 281b. 

In the case of sales for delivery to consumer's premises ex merchant’s 
shop or store the cost of conve3mnce, charged at local rates, may^be 
added. 


Additional Price. 
10/. per ton 
t/- „ cwt. 

2/- ,, o 

4/- 


Note. — No potash of a lower grade than 30 per cent, salts is available 
under the above arrangement, but licences are being granted to the 
Alsace-Lorraine Trading and Development Company, 54, Gresham 
Street, London. E.C. 2, for the importation of 20,000 tons in all of kainit 
(14 per cent. KgO) and potash salts (20 per cent. KgO). Farmers who 
wish to purchase potash of these grades should apply to their usual 
dealers. 


The Board are now dealing with the destructive disease of fruit 
trees and bushes known as “ Silver Leaf. ” A neyr Order directs 
occupiers of any premises on which plum trees 
A “ Silver Leaf* Order, are growing to cut off and destroy by fire on 
the premises all the dead wood on each plum 
tree before the beginning of April of every year. Wliere the dead wood 
on the trunk extends to the ground, the whole tree, including the root, 
must be burnt. An occupier of premises on which trees are growing may 
also be required to cut off and destroy in like fashion the dead wood of 
any kind of tree whatsoever on which silver leaf fungus is visible. Any 
Inspector of the Board of Agriculture or the Local Authority may enter 
premises on which he has reason to suspect the presence of trees or 
bushes to which this Order applies. Penalties “ not exceeding ten 
pounds ” await those who fail to comply with the requirements of the 
Order or who obstruct or impede any Inspector in the exercise of his 
powers. It is common knowledge that the spead of ** Silver Leaf " is 
a very serious menace not only to plum trees but also to other orchard 
and even ornamental trees.* 

Fruit growers throughout England are likely to welcome the Order, 
and to realise that the future of their industry depends largely upon 
the efficiency with which its directions are carried out. 


The following Letter, which has been addressed by the Food 
Controller to a correspondent respecting milk prices, is reprinted from 
the National Food Journal , r2th November, 
Milk Prices. 1919 

“ You complain about the high price of 
milk for the winter months. As Food Controller no one could possibly 
regret high prices more than I do, and particularly so in the case of milk. 
But what are the facts of the milk situation ? 1 think they can be put 

quite briefly and quite clearly, and I would summarise them as follows : — 
“ I. The first fact I would emphasise is this : the prices fixed both 
for wholesale and retail sales are maximum prices, and there is nothing 
in the wide world to prevent sales below these prices. The primary 


• See leaflet No. 302, issued by the Board. 




936 - 


Official Notices and Circulars. 


[dec., 


object of the maximum price in this, as in other commodities, is to 
protect the purchaser, whether he is a dealer or a consumer. Otherwise, 
dealers and consumers are in exactly the same position as they would 
be in a free market. 

“2. The main justification for the high maximum prices which have 
been fixed is the high costs of production and in particular of feeding 
stuffs and labour. Feeding stuffs on the whole cost over three times 
what they did in the pre-war period and they are responsible for well 
over half the total cost of production of milk. The wages of agricultural 
labourers are about three times the pre-war level, taking into account 
the reduction of working hours. Agricultural labourers before the War 
were admittedly paid exceedingly low wages. Consumers must realise 
that the price they are paying to-day for milk is largely accounted for 
by these factors, and in particular by the improvement in the 
economic position of agricultural labourers. The notdriously low 
wages of agricultural labourers before the War can rightly be no longer 
tolerated. 

“3. The production of milk is such a sensitive thing that 1 have 
almost an impossibly diflicult task in steering between problems of 
surplus and deficiency. In October there is always a surplus of milk, 
and this year, owing to the accident of weather, it is larger than usual ; 
but I have to think of mid-winter. I.ast winter there was such a 
serious shortage of milk that consumption had to be restricted by the 
Ministry. This difficulty may recur if the winter is severe. I cannot 
take any risks with the supply of milk. 

“ 4. If maximum prices had not been fixed for this winter, the 
public would^ almost certainly have had to pay substantially higher 
prices in the mid-winter months, though they miglit have paid lower 
prices in October and April. It appeared to me higWy desirable to 
avoid large variations during the course of the winter. 

“ Let me emphasise that the maximum pric es indicated do not 
interfere with the free play of supply and demand within the maximum. 
The effect of maximum prices is merely a protection against their rising 
above a defined level." 


The Eastern Counties Commercial Fruit Show was held at ('ambridge 
on the 4th and 5th November. Although this was the first show on 
commercial lines held in the district, it proved 
Exhibits of Fruit extraordinarily successful, no fewer than 1,200 
and Vegetables. people paying for their entrance on the first 
day. The majority of the visitors were 
obviously closely interested in fruit-growing and appreciated the exhibits 
warmly. Much of the fruit shown was of good quality, but the packing 
in not a few instances showed a lack of knowledge of the best commercial 
methods. The great contrast between the well- and badly-packed lots 
was an object lesson, and many of the growers present went away 
with revised ideas of the importance of proper grading and packing. 
Demonstrations in grading and packing given continuously during the 
two days attracted large numbers of interested spectators. The 
educational value of the show was undoubtedly great. 
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Fruit and Vegetable Preservation , — The Report of the Board's 
Demonstrator, on the Dairy Show, shows that the Board’s exhibit of 
preserved fruit and vegetables aroused great interest. It had been 
arranged to give four lectures daily, but the audiences were so large that 
it was found necessary to give five and six lectures a day. The Board 
have received many expressions of appreciation of the practical help 
given by their exhibits and lectures to persons interested in preservation, 
and several inquiries have been made by “people from different parts of 
the country as to the possibility of the Board’s exhibit being sent to 
their districts. 


The Food Controller lias made an Order (No. 1,648), dated i8th 
November, 1919. entitled the Milk (Use of Churns) Order, 1919, to the 
effect that : — ■ 

The Milk (llse of i. A producer of or dealer in milk shall not. 

Churns) Order, 1919. after 25th November, 1919, use, or permit to be 
used, any milk churn which belongs to any 
person other than himself for any purpose except for the collection or 
delivery of milk. 

2. A producer of or dealer in milk shall not, after 2nd December, 
1919, use any milk churn which belongs to any person other than himself 
for the collection of milk from or delivery of milk to any person other 
than the person to whom the churn belongs or keep in his possession any 
such milk churn except in either case with the consent of the person to 
whom the churn belongs. 

3. A person shall not obliterate, deface, cover or alter any mark or 
name on any milk churn except with the consent of the person to whom 
the churn belongs. 

4. For the purpose of this Order, the expression “ milk churn 
shall include any part of a milk chum. 

The Milk Distribution (Emergency) Order, 1919, is revoked by this 
Order. 


The Food Controller has issued an Order (No. 1608), dated 7th 
November, 1919, which states that the maximum first-hand prices for 
cheese prescribed by the Notices issued under 

Notice under the the British Cheese Order, 1917, dated loth 

British Cheese July, 1919, 12th August, 1919, and 8th 

Order, 1917. October, 1919,* shall apply to cheese of the 
varieties set out in the Schedules to the first 
and last-mentioned Notices (except Ripened Stilton and Wensleydale 
Blue cheese) where delivery is made on or before 31st January, 1920, in 
the same manner as they apply to cheese where delivery is made on or 
before 30th November, rgig. 

2. The Food Controller further prescribes by the Order the prices 
set out in the Schedule below as the maximum first-hand prices for the 
varieties of cheese therein mentioned and manufactured and delivered 
as therein spec’fied. 

♦ See notes published in this Journal^ November, I9i7» p» 910, January, 
1918, p. 1140, April, 1918, p. 115, August, 1919, p. 558, and October, I 9 i 9 » 
P* 756 . 
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The Schedule, 


Maximum First-hand Prices. 


Variety of Cheese. 

Manufactured between ist 
November and 31st December, 
X919 (inclusive), in Great 
Britain and Ireland, and 
delivered on or before 

31st January, 1920. 

Per lb. 

5. d, 

I 81 

* .4i 

1 3 

2 0 

I 61 

I 3 

Dorset hand -skimmed (blue) 

Dorset separated (blue) 

Dorset separated (white) 

All other whole -milk cheese (except 
Caerphilly and Ripened Stilton and 
Wensleydale blue cheese and any whole - 
milk cheese not exceeding 2 lb. weight 

uncut) . . 

AH other partially -skimmed cheese 
cheese containing at least 25 per cent, 
of fat in the dry matter) . . . . 

All other wholly -skimmed cheese (i.e., 
cheese containing less than 25 per cent, 
of fat in the dry matter) 


Delivered between 


9th November, 1919, and 


8th January, 1920 (inclusive). 

Variety of (Hieese. 

* 

• i 

Manufactured in Great Britain 

\ 

and Ireland. 


Per lb. 


5. d. 

Any whole -milk cheese not exceeding 2 lb. 


weight uncut, other than Caerphilly . . 

2 2 


In all cases prices are ex factory or ex farm. All thcise prices are 
subject to the following terms 

For cash within 7 days, 2<f. in the discount. 

„ ,, I month, xd, in the discount. 


Lord Lee of Fareham, President of the Board of Agriculture, has 
sent the following letter, dated 26th November, 1919, to the Women of 
the Land Army : — 

Lord Lee*B Message “ The Women’s Land Army will be demo- 
te the Women bilised on 30th November, and I cannot allow 
of the Land Army, the officers and members to sever their official 
connection with the Board without expressing 
to them my warm and heartfelt thanks for the invaluable services they 
have rendered to agriculture and to the nation ais a whole. 





igig-] 


Official Notices and Circulars. 


939 


The War has furnished many inspiring examples of self-sacrifice and 
devotion to the country's cause, but none has been more conspicuous 
in that respect than the women who came to the help of the nation in 
its hour of need. Without the aid of women, the manhood of the nation 
could not have withstood the attacks of our enemies, and the Women's 
Land Army is entitled to a specially honourable place among the various 
bodies into which women were organised. In spite of lower wages than 
might have been obtained in other fxicupations, and in spite of the 
isolation and discomforts of farm life, they came forward in large 
numbers to take the places of the men who had to leave the land for the 
Army. In almost every kind of farm work they have proved themselves 
most efficient substitutes for men, and it is certain that the greatly 
increased production which was secured from the land during the War 
could not have been achieved without the help of the V^'omen’s I^and 
Army. 

I cannot omit a special tribute of admiration to the cheerfulness and 
spirit of comradeship which have been such conspicuous features of the 
Women s Land Army. In their attractive costumes — ^the most pleasing 
and workmanlike uniform produced during the War- -and with their 
keen enthusiasm for their work, they have done much to brighten the 
country-side. I look forward with great hope to the continued influence 
and work of women in connection with the improvement of the social 
and material conditions of village life, and the practical experience of 
farm work which has been gained by the members of the Land Army 
qualifies them to give most valuable assistance in that direction. 

I further hope that many of the Land Army girls will continue their 
work on the land after demobilisation, and that they will make a point 
of becoming members of the National Association of Landswomen, 
which is being formed to bind together all women workers on the land. 

All ranks of the I.and Army can look back with pride to their share 
in developing the home production of food during the War, and they 
may be assured that their self-sacrificing service will never be forgotten 
by the Board, by the Government, or by myself." 

The relation between the Board and Women's Institutes can 
perhaps best be understood by a brief account of the happenings that 
led to the establisliment of these institutes 
Women’s Institutes.'^ in this country. The first Women's Institute 
was started in Ontario, Canada, in 1897, 
a group of country-women, and the success of the movement 
induced the Provincial Canadian Government to give it recognition 
and financial support. The Secretary to the Advisory Board 
of Women’s Institutes in British Columbia (Mrs. Alfred Watt, 
M.A.) came to England in 1913 to interest public bodies in 
this country in the movement, and the first Women’s Institute was 
started in September, 1915, under the auspices of the Agricultural 
Organisation Society, at IJanfair. As the work was not properly 
within the scope of the programme of the Agricultural Organisation 
Society, the Board of Agriculture, on the advice of Miss Meriel Talbot, 
C.B.E. (Head of the Women’s Branch of the Board), offered to take 
over the propaganda part of the movement. This was in October, 
1917, when there were already 137 institutes in existence. As a result 

* An article on Women's Institutes was published in this Journal, 
October, X918. p. 827. 
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of the organisation of the Women’s Branch of the Board, rapid progress 
was made in the formation of new institutes. A special section of the 
Branch was devoted to this purpose, and by October last the number of 
institutes had grown to over 1,200. At the same time the National 
Federation of Women’s Institutes developed, and both the Board of 
Agriculture and the Agricultural Organisation Society were represented 
on the Executive Committee, the Board providing office accommodation 
and clerical assistance. In October last the National Federation was 
asked to undertake propaganda work as well as the after-care of the 
institutes. The National Federation has received a grant from the 
Treasury for the current financial year, and this grant is to be diminished 
year by year and is to end in 1922, when it is hoped that the movement 
will have become self-supporting. The Board retain the organisation 
of Women’s Institutes Schools at which the Organisers are trained, 

The Institutes at Work . — The institutes are doing much to increase 
the simple pleasures of country life and to stimulate production of the 
lesser agricultural and hort cultural products, as the following instances, 
picked out at random, will serve to show. In Cambridgeshire our 
institutes combined to give a fete, the programme including folk- 
dancing, sports, a baby show, and a cheese-making demonstration. 
At Great Baddow, in Essex, there has been an exhibition of knitted 
“ jumpers,” liats, hand -woven scarfs and home-made biscuits. At 
Harlow, in the same county, there have been demonstrations erf fruit 
drying and bottling, and an exhibition of members’ work, which 
included upholstering, fancy work and home tailoring. At Nether- 
hampton, in Hampshire, “a tmy village with only 121 inhabitants,” 
the local institute has 31 members, and has purchased a fruit-bottling 
outfit and established a depot. At Chelmsford (Essex), the institute 
has a stall in the market and holds weekly sales, at whxh hundreds of 
pounds’ worth of village produce has been sold. This brief note by no 
means exhausts the act vities of these institutes, and it is abundantly 
clear that they are destined to play a very important part in the re- 
awakening of English rural life It is significant that County Counc ls 
having examined the work done, are giving valuable assistance by 
providing lectures. 

The Institutes and the Village Clubs Associations , — It must not be 
thought that Women’s Institutes are working in any way to overlap 
the good work of the Village Clubs Association. On the contrary, the 
relations between the two are not only excellent but intitnate. These 
relations are set out in a resolution agreed upon by the two bodies, the 
terms having been drawn up by the Development Commiss oners in 
consultat on with the Board The resolution runs as follows . — 

“ A Joint Standing Committee, consisting of an equal number of 
representatives of each organisation, shall be set up and shall meet 
at frequent intervals w th a view to the adoption of such measures 
as may be practicable and expedient for ensuring co-operation 
between the two organisations. Such co-operation to include the 
utilisation as far as possible of the constitutions of Ihe two organi- 
sations for common purposes, to prevent overlapping, and the 
interchange of views and experience. The two organisations* 
further agree to estab ish their headquarters under the same roof 
as soon as suitable accommodation can be founds” 
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The work of tractor ploughing by women was started in the autumn 
of 1917, at a time when farmers were strongly of opinion that women 
were quite unsuited to the task. To meet 
Women and these objections great care was taken in the 

Tractor Work. selection and in the medical examination of 

recruits, while preference was given, where 
possible, to educated women. In the face of many difficulties and of a 
frank lack of confidence among their employers, the womenjtractor 
drivers “ carried on " and “made good.** 

The Women’s Land Army has now been disbanded, and the splendid 
record of the Women Tractor Service thus comes to an end. The 
following brief facts regarding their work, however, may be placed 
on record. 

Four hundred and fifteen women were selected to receive training, 
and of these 400 were actually employed. The best teaching was done 
in the training centres, where an opportunity was afforded of studying 
the tractor mechanism, but it was necessary for some of the women , 
to be taught in the field. The opinions of the Agricultural Executive 
Committees and of the tractor representatives throughout the country 
have been collected, and they constitute a record of which the w(jmen 
motor-tractor drivers have every reason to feel very proud. It may 
be remembered that some 40 Distinguished Service Bars have been 
awarded to the twenty odd thousand women of the I^nd Army. 
There are only 400 in the tractor service, but though they were not 
more than 2 per cent, of the Land Army, they took 25 per cent, of 
these honours. 

Details of Awarda. — M. Kisielowski, /. Smith, and J, S, Thompson 
(Berkshire) were awarded the D.S.B. for ploughing a difficult and 
dangerous piece of sloping ground which the men had refused to handle. 
They carri^ out their work successfully. 

D. McCrae (Cumberland) was awarded the D.S.B. in recognition of 
exceptional skill and devotion to duty. She gained 100 per cent, in a 
tractor test, and with the aid of another girl ploughed a field that some 
soldier workers had refused to touch. She is now in charge of the 
tractor department of a firm of contracting eng neers. Lord Lee of 
Fareham, President of the Board of Agriculture and Fisheries, has ent 
her a special message of appreciation. 

B. Lewis (Flintshire), who had previously gained the Tractor 
Ploughing Prize for North Wales, was awarded the D.S.B. for stopping 
a runaway horse. 

M. Garnet and W, Worthington (Kent) were awardM the D.S.B. for 
the excellence of their work and for breaking the county ploughing 
record ; they ploughed more acres with the use of less petrol than any 
man similarly employed. 

F. Bridgman (Lancashire) drove a motor tractor for 16 months, and 
during that period her weekly average was just double that of the men. 
At imminent danger to her own life she remained on an “ Overtime ** 
tractor which had got completely out of control on a very dangerous 
hill. > 

F. Brook (Lincolnshire) won the First Prize of £20 offered by the 
farmer employing her for the largest acreage worked with the lowest 
amount of fuel, the general condition of the tractor at the end of the 
period being taken into consideration. 
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K. May (Somersetshire) was awarded the D.S.B. for remaiaing at 
her work for a considerable time both as tractor driver and shepherdess, 
in an exceedingly lonely and inaccessible part of Exmoor. . 

M, E, Lennard (Wiltshire) was awarded the D.S.B. for winning the 
County Championship and breaking several records. During last 
harvest she cut over 120 acres of wheat in one week. ' 

(Other awards of the D.S.B. were noted in the issue of this Journal 
for October, 1919, p. 755.) 


The following Circular Letter (No. C. L. 241 /C. 6) was addressed to 
County Councils and Councils of County Boroughs in England and 
Wales by the Board on iith November — 

Land Settlement: Sir, — 1 am directed to cs^ll the special 

Preference to attention of your Council to the fact that 
ez-Service Men and Section ii (7) of the Land Settlement (Facili- 
Women. ties) Act, 1919,* requires Councils in letting or 

selling any holdings prior to 19th August, 
1921, to give preference to suitable men who have served at any time 
in the Forces of the Crown, and to suitable women who are certified 
by the Board to have been engaged in whole-time emplo3nnent on 
agricultural work during a period of not less than six months during 
the War. 

2. It is most important that Councils should comply strictly with 
this provision. There is naturally some impatience among ex-Service 
applicants at the inevitable delay in providing them with holdings, but 
this would develop into serious unrest if they found that holdings were 
being let or sold to non-Service applicants before the demands of the 
Service applicants had been met. The periodical returns being received 
by the Board indicate that in some counties the provision of the Act is 
not being followed as strictly as it should be. 

3. Non-Service applicants are not altogether excluded from the 
benefits of the Land Settlement Scheme, but it must be distinctly 
understood that during the next two years their demands must come 
second to those of the ex-Service men and women. 

4 Councils should, therefore, give instructions that no holding 
should be let or sold to any non-Service applicant until they have 
ascertained that the holding will not be taken by any of the suitable 
ex-Service applicants on the books of the Council. I am to point out 
that this applies not only to any new holdings established by Councils, 
but also to any of the Ixoldings provided by Councils before the War 
which became vacant. 

5. With regard to women applicants I am to say that before letting 
a holding to any woman the Council should ascertain whether the 
Board have issued a certificate in her favour under Section 11 (7) of the 
Act. In this connection it may be useful for your Council to know that 
during the War the organisation set up throughout England and Wales 
to deal with the employment of women on the land has collected a large 
amount of information not only with regard to individual members of 
the Women's Land Army and of other similar agricultural corps, but 
also with regard to a large number of local village women who under-^ 
took work on the land. The Board would be happy to arrange forany 


♦ See note in this Journ'tl, p. 733. 
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information of this kind now at the disposal of their Women’s Branch 
and local organisation to be made available for the use of your Small 
Holdings Committee in respect of any woman whose application for a 
small holding may be under consideration by the Committee. 

I am, etc., 

(Signed) Lawrence Weaver, 


The following Circular Letter (No. C.L. 243 /C. 6) was addressed to 
County Councils and Councils of County Boroughs by the Board cn 
18th November : — 

Procedure for Sir, — i. I am directed by the President 

Purchase of Land for of the Board of Agriculture and Fisheries to 
Perpetual Annuities refer to paragraph 7 of the Board’s Circular 
by County and Letter, 232/L. 6 of the 25th ult.,* and to say 

Borough Councils. that the Board think it desirable to indicate, 
for the guidance of Councils, the procedure 
which should be adopted in any case where the Council propose to 
purchase land for perpetual annuities issued by the Council under 
Section 9 of the Land Settlement (Facilities) Act, 1919. That section 
authorises Lmited owners to sell in consideration of such annuities, and 
in the case of land belonging to a college, incumbent, charity, or 
other corporation, it is anticipated that this procedure will be found 
to be acceptable. 

2. The annuities may be redeemed at any time by the Council on 
the basis of the average price of prescribed Government securities 
(see subs. (3) of Section 9). The annuities are charged on the county 
fund or borough fund or rate, and the receipts derived from the small 
holdings will be available for their payment. They will be registered 
securities, transferable by deed in any amount not less than one pound, 
and they are trustee securities. 

3. The Regulations under paragraph to of the First Schedule of the 
Land Settlement (Facilities) Act, 19x9, as to the mode of transfer of 
annuities, forjn of certificate, registration of stock, sinking fund for 
redemption, etc., are being prepared by. the Ministry of Health and 
will be issued shortly, but as these Regulations do not affect the value 
of the annuities and will be issued before the completion of any sale 
which is now agreed upon, the Board see no reason hy your Council 
should not at once proceed to negotiate for the purchase of land for 
annuities. 

4. In any case in which the Council propose to purchase land by 
this means they should, in the first instance, obtain a valuation of the 
property in the same way as if they proposed to purchase for cash. 
When the Sinall Holdings and Allotments Committee have considered 
the valuation and decided upon what is, in their opinion, the capital 
value of the land, they should then calculate what that value represents 
in terms of a perpetual annuity. As a guide to your Council, the Board 
may state that in view of the fact that the annuity is a permanent one 
and an excellent security, they have not hitherto been prepared to 
sanction the purchase of land for annuities representing a higher rate 
than 5 per cent, on the capital value of the property. It would, how- 

♦ Printed in i^!kmJournal, November, 1919, p. 845. 
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ever, be advisable tor the Small Holdings and Allotments Committee 
to consult the County Treasurer with regard to the conversion of capital 
value of a property into terms of an annuity. 

5 For the purpose of removing any doubt which may exist, I am 
directed to say that any annuity payable by the Council will form part 
of the CounciVs liabilities for the purpose of Section 27 (2) of the Land 
Settlement (Facilities) Act, 1919. The annuities and any sinking fund 
charge required by the Ministry of Health Regulations will also be 
regarded as equivalent to loan charges for the purpose of Section 27 (3) 
of the above-mentioned Act. 

6. In view of the necessity for reserving the money which the 
Treasury had agreed to provide during the next two years for defraying 
expenditure which cannot be discharged by annuities, I am directed to 
press on your Council the desirability of utilising to the utmost their 
powers of purchasing for annuities. Though the procedure ^for the 
purchase by means of annuities is novel, the Board think that your 
Council should be able to adopt it to a considerable extent if they explain 
to landowners the security for the annuities and the facilities for 
realising the annuties when thi becomes desirable. 

7. If there is any further information which the Council may 
require with regard to procedure the Board wi)l be happy to supply 
further particulars. 

I am etc., 

Lawrence Weaver. 


Now that the employment of Gennan prisoners of war on British 
farms has ceased, it may be of interest to give a brief account of the 
work performed by them, and of the conditions 
Employment of under which this work was carried out. 

G-erman Frisoners Prisoners of war were first employed in 
of War on the Land, agricultural work early in 1917. They re- 
mained throughout in the custody and under 
the control of the military authorities, who were responsible for the 
management and discipline of the camps in which the prisoners were 
housed and for the provision of guards. The work of the prisoners, 
the allocation of the labour, and the general handling of the whole 
scheme was in the hands 0/ the Food Production Department of the 
Board of Agriculture, and was worked through the County War Agri- 
cultural Executive Committees. Parent camps were established and 
small agricultural camps formed from them in convenient places, as 
and where the Agricultural Executive Committees and the Department 
required the men. 

The total number of prisoners allotted to the Food Production 
Department for agricultural work varied slightly from time to time, but 
in January, 1919, was 30,679. These prisoners were divided into four 
classes : — (i) prisoners working from depots : these were the most 
numerous class and were men^ sent out to the same farmers daily, 
returning at night to the camp to sleep. (2) Scheme “ B,” which 
consisted of a limited number of prisoners having board and lodging 
with farmers who were responsible for their safe custody. (3) Prisoners 
working from parent camps. (4) Migratory gangs : these consisted of 
gangs of 10 prisoners, who were sent out in charge of a single guard to 
farmers who applied at a camp for a gang for special work. 
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At the beginning of September, when repatriation was decided 
upon, there were employed (i) 19,319 prisoners going out daily to work 
with farmers from 321 agricultural camps ; (2) 1,735 prisoners boarded 
out with farmers under Scheme “ B ; (3) 1,008 prisoners sent out 
from parent camps ; and (4) 3,041 prisoners working in m'gratory 
gangs. The total number employed at that date was 25,103. 

The general repatriation of prisoners was arranged to take place 
at the rate of 400 daily, but was seriously delayed by the railway strike. 
However, at the present time all prisoners working under Scheme “ B 
in migratory gangs and from parent camps have been repatriated. 
Over 200 of the agricultural camps have also been closed and some 
15,000 of the men working from them have been repatriated to date, 
while the remainder are leaving from day to day as fast as circumstances 
will permit. 

At first there was much prejudice amgngst farmers against the 
employment of prisoners of war, but on the whole their work was very 
satisfactorily and efficiently performed . They were generally regarded 
as a valuable addition to the local labour in agricultural and drainage 
operations, and the fact that they were available during the 1919 
harvest d d much to meet the difficulties which arose in many counties 
owing to the withdrawal of the men in agricultural companies. 


The following Notice was issued by the Board on 29th November : — - 
Owners and prospective purchasers of thoroughbred stallions of hunter 
sire type will be interested to know that the 
Increased Premiums Board of Agriculture will offer for award at 
for Stallions. the Show of Thoroughbred Stallions, which 
will be held at the Royal Agricultural Hall, 
Islington, on 2nd and 3rd March, 1920, sixty King's Premiums, as in 
previous years. In view, however, of the increase in the cost of keeping 
and travelling such stallions, an increase of £50 will be made in the 
amount of the Premium paid by the Board, and its average value next 
season will, therefore, be instead of £y^o. Super Premiums, not 
exceeding twelve in number, will be awarded to selected King's Premium 
Stallions of exceptional merit. The Board's Premiums, t.e., those 
awarded to stallions on the recommendation of the Horsebreeding 
County Committees, will also be increased in value by ;^5o. 


Among the replies which have been rece ved from the representative 
farmers to whom the Circular Letter asking confidentially for information 
respecting the state of labour in agriculture was 
Rural Housing sent, a large number refer to the lack of 
and the sufficent housing accommodation as one of 

Labour Question. the most important. If the returns sent in 

are typical of the conditions which prevail in 
the country, t would appear that the trouble is most acute in the West 
Midlands (Div.sion 3a), the next in order being the South-Western 
Counties (Division ^b), the Eastern Counties (Division la), and the 

3 S 
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East Midlands (Division 26). "The e&ct of this shortage is shown in 
many ways. First, it is said in several quarters that it is impossible to 
get or keep the best kind of farm worker until more and better cottages 
are provided. Secondly, it is stated that it is impossible to get the 
extra men required to work the farms properly when they cannot be 
housed. Thirdly, if the hours of labour are further reduced, so that 
the employment of additional men would be indicated, it would be 
impossible to carry on, as without more cottages more men cannot be 
employed. Fourthly, the unsatisfactory housing conditions are 
responsible for discontent among the workers. Without increased 
cottage accommodation increased food production is impassible, or at 
least v^:y didicult. {Wages Board Gazette , 15th November, 1919.) 


The Food Controller has issued an Order (No. 1706), dated 25th 
November, 1919, entitled The Potatoes Order, 1919, which formally 
revokes a number of potato Orders which were 
The Potatoes in force for the 1917-18 crops. The only 

Order, 1019 . restrictions which this Order places on the 

sale of potatoes (apart from export restrictions) 
are (a) dealers in potatoes must continue to be registered, and (6) sound 
ware potatoes may not be used for aii)^ purpose other than seed or for 
human food. The following Orders, with references to previous issues 
ot this Journal in which they have been mentioned, are revoked by this 
Order : — 


No. of Order. 


No. 949, as amended 
by Nos. 99, and 1155 
of 191 7 and Nos. 445 
and (>39 ot 1918. 

No. 979 of 1918 

No. 63 of igi8 
No. 1645 of 1918. as 
amended by Nos. 55 
and 396 of 1919* 

No. 211 of 1918 

No. 555, as amended 
by No. 623 oi 1918. 

No. 411 of 1918 

No. 1438 of 1918 . . 

No. 1188 of 1917. as 
amended by No. 518 
of 1918, 

No. 534ofx9^B 
No. 554 of 1918 


Title of Order. 


Potatoes Order 1917 . . 


Potatoes Order, 19x8 . . 

Potato Bags Order, 1918 
Potatoes (Consolidation) 
Order (No. 2), 1918. 

Potatoes (Protection) 
Order, 191 8. 

Potatoes (Registration of 
Wholesale Dealers) 

Order, 1918. 

Potato (Restriction) 
Order, 1918. 

Potato Committees Order, 
1918, 

Potatoes Order (No. 2), 

1917* 

Potatoes (Base Prices) 
Order, 1918. 

Early Potatoes (Prices) 
Order, igi8. 


References in this 
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1014; May, 1918, p. 
209. 

September, 1918, p. 
740. ^ 

May, 1919, p. 1 96* 


June, 1918. p. 349; 
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December, 1918, p. 
III 5 - 
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In view of the increased cost of production, the Board have, 
reluctantly decided to raise the price of this Journal to 6d. per copy. 

The rates for new subscriptions received after 
Increased Price of 31st December, 1919, will, therefore, be as 


“Journal.” 

follows : — 



United Kingdom 

Foreign Countries. 


and British Colonies. 

(Including postage.) 


{Post free.) 


One year 

. . 6 s. 

8 s. 

Six months . . 

3 ^- 

4 s. 

Three months 

. . IS. 6d. 

2S. 


The increased prices only apply to present subscribers on the expiry 
of their current subscriptions. 

Back numbers up to the December, 1919, issue, where still available, 
may, of course, be obtained from the Board at the published price. 

The Journal may be obtained directly from the office of the Board 
(3, St. James's Square, London, S.W. i), or through any Bookseller or 
Rahway Bookstall. 


Preliminary Statement, dated 6th December, 1919, showing the 
estimated total produce and yield per acre of 
Agricultural Returns the potato and root crops in England and 
of England and Wales in the year 1919, with comparisons 

Wales, 1919; for 1918, and the average yield per acre of 

Produce of Crops, the ten years 1909-1918. 



Crops. 

Estimated 1 

Total Produce. 1 

Acieage. 

! . 

, Average 

j Estimated 

, Yield per Acre. 

Aver- 
age of 
the Ten 
Years, 

1909- 

1918. 

1919. 

f 

1918. 1 

Tons. 1 

4.209.000 

12,018,000 

8.231.000 

1919. 

Acres ! 

476,376 ; 

983,396 1 
396,051 

1918. 

1819.1 

1918. 

EnG 1 .ANI> I 
AND \ 

Wales ( 

Potatoes . . 
Turnips and 
Svvciles . . 
Mangold . . 

Ton'?. 

2,739,000 

11.190.000 

6.320.000 

At res. 
033,832 

909,248 

399,723 

Tons. , 

' 6-7 1 

11-4 1 

160 j 

Tons. 

6*6 

13-2 

20*6 

Tons. 

6*3 

13-0 

19*4 

r 

Potatoes . . 


3,987,000 1 

446,341 1 

596,607 

S -8 1 

6*7 

6*3 

England j 

Turnips and 
Swedes . . 

10,429.000 

11,233,000 

925,679 ! 

856,90 

1 

11-3 

T 3 -I 

12*9 

( 

Mangold . . 

6,124,000 

7,988,000 { 

882,982 j 

386,508 ! 

: 16*0 1 

20*7 

19*5 


Potatoes . . 

161,000 

222,000 

29,035 1 

37.225 

5-5 i 

6‘0 

5-6 

Wales .. | 

Turnips and 
Swedes . . 

761.000 

785,000 

67,819 1 

52,302 

18-8 1 

15*0 

15*3 


Mangold . . 

196,000 

243,000 

18,089 1 

13.215 

; 150 

i 8*4 

i8*o 


Note.— The yield of potatoes this year amounts to 5*7 tons ikt acn-, whuh is nearly one ton less than 
last 3rear, and three-fifths of a ton less than the average of the last ten y>*ars. The total production amounts 
to 2,732,000 tons, which, altliough 1,4,77,000 tons less than in 191^^ (by far the largest crop raised since 
official estimates were first collected m 1885) is only 190,000 tons Jess than the ten-year average, and is 

30.000 tons more than the pre-war average. Tutfttps and Swedes, with 11 *4 tons per acre, have yielded 
X'8 tons less than last year and 1*6 tons less than the average. The total production, 11,190,000 tons, is 

828.000 tons less than last year. The yield of mangolds amounts to 16 tons per acre, or 4*6 tons less than 
last year, and 3*4 tons below the average ; tlus is the lowest yield since 1896. The total production, 

6.320.000 tons, is 1,911,000 tons less than in 1918. 
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The Food Controller has issued an Order (No. 1680), dated 22nd 
November, 1919, entitled the Pigs (Maximum Prices) Order, 19x9. 

prescribing new maximum prices for pigs, and 
New Maximum making certain amendments in the present 
Prices for Pigs. . regulations afEecting'the sale of pigs. The new 
maximum prices are as follow : — For live 
pigs sold otherwise than dead weight, 235. per score of the live weight ; 

and for live pigs sold by dead weight and dead pigs, 305. 6 d, per s( ore 
of the dead weight if the offals are included in the sale, and if the offals 
are not included in the sale, 295. 3^. per score of the dead weight. The 
amount actually paid or payable for carriage may be added to the maxi- 
mum price, but no other charges may be made for delivery. The 
maximum prices apply to all pigs, whether sold as stores or for slaughter, 
except pigs bought and sold specifically for breeding purposes, and those 
weighing at the time of sale less than 112 lb. live weight. The Order 
came into force on 1st December. 


The Board have issued a new edition of the Bound Volumes of 
leaflets Nos. i~ioo, 101-200, and 201-300. These Volumes, which are 
fully indexed, contain the latest editions of 
Bound Volumes the Board's leaflets bound in a convenient 
of Leaflets. form for reference. 

Readers of this Journal who wish to obtain 
copies of the Bound Volumes should note that the price is now is. 6d* 
net each volume, or 4s. the three volumes, post free. Remittances, 
which should accompany the Order, should be sent in the form of 
postal orders, cheques, or money orders payable to the “ Board of 
Agriculture and Fisheries or Order,*' and crossed “ Bank 0/ England." 


The position as regards the various districts in which Foot-and- 
Mouth Disease had appeared, noted in last' month’s issue of this 
Journal, is as follows : — 

Foot-aud-Month Warwickshire. — No outbreak of the disease 

Disease. having occurred since the 24th October, the 

remaining restrictions were withdrawn as 
from 6th December. On 15th December, however, the disease again 
appeared on the original Infected Place which had not in the interval 
been declared free. This outbreak has necessitated the re-imposition 
of the prohibition of movement over a small area around that place. 

Huntingdonshire and District. — No outbreak having occurred since 
1st November, all remaining restrictions were withdrawn as from 
9th December. 

Lincolnshire. — No outbreak has occurred since 6th November and 
the remaining restrictions were withdrawn as from i6th December. 

Surrey. — The last outbreak was on 12th November, and the re- 
strictions have been modified so as to apply only to a small area im- 
mediately surrounding the Infected Place. 

Isle of Wight. — ^The twenty-fifth outbreak in the Island occurred 
on 24th November, but there have been none since that date. The 
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restrictions on movement now apply only to two small areas in the 
Island^ but the export of animals from the Island to the mainland 
remains prohibited. 

Durham . — A fresh outbreak was confirmed at Great Lumley, near 
Fence Houses, on 12th December, and an Order was made prohibiting 
movement over a wide area surrounding the infected premises. Pro- 
vision has, however, been made for movement of fat stock into the 
boroughs for slaughter. 


Since the note published in last month’s issue of the Journal 
(p. 849), 4 more cases of Rabies have been confirmed in Great Britain, 

I in Buckinghamshire on 14th November, t 
B abies. in Oxfordshire on 24th November, i in 

Glamorgan on 8th December, and i in Kent 
on nth December, bringing the total for the whole country up to 
253 - 

The cases in Buckinghamshire. Oxfordshire, and Kent were not 
within any existing muzzling area, and have consequently necessitated 
the imposition of Orders applying muzzling and movement restrictions 
over two new areas of considerable size in those counties. 


MISCELLANEOUS NOTES. 

The International Crop Report and Agricultural Statistics for 
November, 1919, published by the International Institute of Agriculture, 
gives particulars concerning the production 
Notes on Crop of the cereal crops of 1919 in certain countries 
Prospects and Live in the Northern Hemisphere, 

Stock Abroad. Wheat . — The production in Spain, France,. 

Great Britain, Italy, Netherlands Rumania,. 
Switzerland, Canada, United States, British India, Japan, and Tunis is 
estimated at 254,989,000 qr. in 1919, against 273,674,000 qr. in 1918. 
or a decrease of 6*5 per cent., the area sown showing a decrease of 0*4 
per cent. 

Rye,— The estimated production in France, Spain, Italy, Nether- 
lands, Rumania, Switzerland, Canada, and the United States is placed 
at 19,992,000 qr, in 1919, or a decrease of 4*1 per cent, compared with 
1918, when it amounted to 20,850,000 qr., but the area sown shows an 
increase of 5*4 per cent. 

The pibduction in Spain, France, Great Britain, Italy, 
Netherlands, Rumania, Switzerland, Canada, United States, Japan, 
and Tunis is estimated to amount to 65,992,000 qr. in 1919# against 
73,900,000 qr. in 1918, or a decrease of io’7 per cent., the area sown being 
smaller by 4*7 per cent. 

Oais.~lt is estimated that the total yield in Spain, France, Great 
Britain, Italy, Netherlands, Rumania, Switzerland, Canada, United 
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States, Japan, and Tunis amounts to 213,865,000 qr. in 1919, against 

255.159.000 qr. in 1918, or a decrease of 16*2 per cent., the area sown 
being smaller by 3*5 per cent. 

Maize, — The production in Spain, Italy, Rumania, Switzerland, 
Canada, and the United States is estimated at 364,617,000 qr. in 1919, 
against 317,614,000 qr. in 1918, or an increase of 14*8 percent., while 
the area sown shows a decrease of 3*3 per cent. 

Belg^lum. — The preliminary estimates of the production of the cereal 
crops in 1919 are as follows (the average yield in the three years 1912- 
T914 being shown in brackets) : — Wheat, 1,236,000 qr. (1,837,000 qr.) ; 
rye, 1,596,000 qr. (2,601,000 qr.) ; barley 434,000 qr. (508,000 qr.) ; 
oats 2,760,000 qr. (4,538,000 qr.). 

Rumania. — H.M. Representative at Bucharest reports that the pro- 
duction of the corn crops this year in the old kingdom of Rumania is 
officially estimated as follows, in quarters (the average of the years 
1 911 -1 5 in brackets) : — Wheat, 6,036,000 (9,797,000) ; rye, 428,000 

(414.000) ; barley, 1,424,000 (3,125,000) ; and oats, 1,716,000 (3,300,000). 

United States. — The Bureau of Statistics of the Department of 
Agriculture gives the followng final estimates of the crops harvested 
in 1919 in the United States, in bush. (1918 figures in brackets) : — 
Winter wheat, 731,640,000 (558,449,000) ; spring wheat, 209,350,000 

(358.651.000) ; total wheat, 940,990,000 (917,100,000) ; oats, 

1.248.300.000 (1,538,359,000); maize, 2,917,500,000 (2,582,814,000); 

barley, 165,720,000 (256,375,000) ; r3^e, 78,478,000 (89,103,000) ; 

linseed, 8,919,000 (14,657,000). (TAe London Gram, Seed and Oil 
Reporter, T2th December, 19x9. 

Live Stock in the Netherlands. — The numbers of live stock in March, 
1919, were as follows (the corresponding numbers in August, 1918, 
being shown in brackets) ; — Plorses, 362,011 (378,294) ; cattle, 1,968,609 
(2,048,872) ; pigs, 449,829 (600,133). {International Crop Report and 
Agricultural Statistics, November,^i9i9.) 

Live Stock in New Zealand. — ^The numbers of live stock on the 
31st January, 1919, were as follows (the corresponding numbers on the 
31st January, 1918, being shown in brackets) : — Horses, 363,902 
(378,050) ; cattle, 3,021,781 (2,869,465) ; pigs, 235,222 (258,694). The 
number of sheep and ambs on the 30th April, 1919, was 25,828,554 
against 26,538,302 on the 30th April, 1918. [International Crop Report 
and Agricultural Statistics, November, 1919.) 


The monthly crop report of the Board on ist December was as 
follows : — Over most of the country the weather of November was very 
favourable to autumn cultivation and sowing. 
Agricultural the exception being the ngrth-eastern coimties, 
CoudiUone in England where frost and snow, followed by wet weather, 
and Wales .seriously interfered with the work, while in 
on Ist December. Wales and a few other localities there were 
stoppages of longer or shorter duration. 
Exedpt in the north-east, therefore, where the position is not far from 
normal, autumn work is considerably more advanced than usual at this 
tzmo of the year. 
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The cold weather has generally caused germination of the winter 
com to be slow, but where showing it is a satisfactory plant, more 
especially that sown early. It is estimated that about three-fourths 
of the area intended for wheat has now been sown, and that the area 
already actually seeded is about the same as on the i st December last 
year ; but the season was then more backward. Of other winter corn 
about the same area as last year has now been sown. 

Potatoes have practically all been lifted under very favourable 
conditions ; the crop is (eiccept in the extreme south-western counties, 
where disease is reported to be rather prevalent) sound, and unusually 
free from disease. The tubers are, however, small ; and the total pro- 
duction in England and Wales, from an area of 475,000 acres, amounts 
to 2,732,000 tons, being at the rate of 5 7 tons per acre, or three-fifths 
of a ton below the average. 

Mangolds have nearly everywhere been clamped, though some fields 
here and there are reported not to have been pulled yet ; there is not 
much mention of damage by frost. Turnips and swedes are now being 
generally raised wlierever it is not intended to feed them on the ground. 
Roots generally are sound and in very good condition. The yield has 
been small. Mangolds have yielded 16 tons to the acre, nearly 3^ tons 
below the average, and tlie total production, 6,320,000 tons, is nearly 
2,000,000 tons l:)elow last year. The total production of turnips and 
swedes is estimated to be 11,190,000 tons, or at the rate of 11*4 tons to 
the acre — some 800,000 tons below last year. As the yield of hay was 
also very light — about 5,200,000 tons — there is thus a shortage of all 
the three principal kinds of winter feeding stuffs, and farmers will have 
to exercise the greatest care to make them last through the winter. 
Compared with the past ten years, there is a shortage in England and 
Wales of nearly 2,000,000 tons of mangolds, over 2,000,000 tons of turnips 
and swedes, and nearly 2,500,000 tons of hay. Barley is also 300,000 
quarters less than usual, but owing to the increased acreage there are 
fully 800,000 more quarters of oats. 

Live stock, owing to the very cold weather and generally bare condition 
of the pastures, have only done moderately well during the month. 
They have been brought in from the fields, and farmers have been obliged 
to break into the scanty supply of winter foods, earlier than usual. 

Ordinary farm labour has been everpvhere sufficient, and in some 
cases plentiful ; skilled labour, however, is still mostly scarce, although 
complaints on this ground arc beginning to be less numerous than of 
late. 


The following local summaries give details regarding agricultural labour 
in the different districts of England and Wales during November : — 

N orthumberland, Durham, Cumberland and 
Agliculturri Labour Westmorland . — The supply of labour is about 
in England and Wales sufficient, and some men remained unhired 
during Noyember, at the Martinmas hirings. Here and there 
certain classes of labour are scarce. 

Lancashire and Cheshire . — Except on the eastern side of Cheshire, 
where labour is scarce, the supply of labour is equal to the demand. 

Yorkshire.-- Skilled labour is occasionally scarce, but in most districts 
the supply of labour is sufficient to meet the demand. 

Shropshire and Stafford . — The supply of labour is generally sufficient, 
though in some districts there is still a scarcity of skilled men. 
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Defhy, Nottingham, Leicester, and Rutland. — The supply of labour 
is about sufl&cient, although in some districts there is a shortage of skilled 
hands. Casual labour for lifting the roots was plentiful. 

Lincoln and Norfolk. — Generally the supply of labour is sufficients 
but skilled men are wanted in some districts. 

Suffolk, Cambridge, and Huntingdon. — Except in one district of east 
SufEolk, where there appears to be a shortage of labour of all kinds, and 
in south Cambridge, where horsemen and cattlemen are in demand, the 
supply of labour is sufficient, or even plentiful. 

Bedford, Northampton, and Warwick. — The supply of the less skilled 
labour is almost everywhere sufficient ; but in most districts more skilled 
men are required, horsemen, cattlemen, and shepherds being specially 
mentioned. 

Buckingham, Oxford, and Berkshire. — The supply of labour generally 
is equal to the demand, though here and there deficiencies of both skilled 
and unskilled men are reported. 

Worcester, Hereford, and Gloucester — The supply of labour is adequate 
generally, but there are still local shortages of skilled labour. 

Cornwall, t>evon and Somerset. — Except as regards skilled men, of 
whom, in most districts, more are required, the supply of labour is 
fully up to requirements. 

Dorset, Wiltshire, and Hampshire. — The supply of labour is greater 
than is required in some districts, though skilled men are sometimes 
scarce. 

Surrey, Kent, and Sussex. — The supply of labour is sufficient to meet 
the demand, except for skilled men, which are scarce in some districts. 

Essex, Hertford, and Middlesex. — The supply of labour is adequate, 
though in north and east Essex there is still a shortage of skilled men. 

North Wales. — Generally the supply of labour is adequate, but skilled 
men are still rather scarce in some distr’ets. * 

Mid Wales. — Except in the south of Breconshire there appears to 
be sufficient labour available. 

South Wales. — The supply of labour continues to improve, but 
skilled men are often hard to find. 


Average Prices of British Wheat, Barley, and Oata at 
certain Markets during the Month of November, 1917, 
1918, and 1919. 
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Average Prices of British Com per Quarter of 8 Imperial 
Bushels, computed from the Returns received under the Corn 
Returns Act, 1882, in each Week in 1917, 1918 and 1919. 


Weeks 
ended {in ^ 

1919). 

Wheat. I 

Barley. 

. Oats. 
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1 
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1919. 
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Note,— Returns of purchases hy weight or weighed measure are converted to 
Imperial Bushels at the following rates ; Wheat, 6 o lb. ; Barley, 50 lb. ; Oats, 
59 lb. per Imperial Bushel. 
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PRICES OF AGRICULTURAL PRODUCE. 

Average Prices of Live Stock in England and Wales 


in November and October, 1919. 

{Compiled from Reports received from the Board's Market 

Reporters.) 


Description. 

November. 

October. 

First 

Grade. 

Second 

Grade. 

First 

Grade. 

Second 

Grade. 



per cwt. 

per cwt. 

per cwt. 

per cwt. 

Fat Stock : — 


live weight. 

live weight. 

live weight 

live weight. 

Cattle 


5. a. 

s. d. 

s. a. 

* 5. J. 

PoHcd Scots 

... 

79 6 

74 4 

79 I 

74 2 

Herefords 


79 3 

74 3 

78 7 

73 7 

Shorthorns 


79 I 

74 2 

78 8 

73 *o 

Devons 


79 0 

74 I 

78 8 

73 « 

Welsh Runts... 


78 8 

74 10 

78 6 

74 0 

Fat Cows 


74 I 

66 4 

73 9 

6$ 9 



First 

Second 

First 

Second 



(Quality. 

Quality. 

Quality. 

Oiiality. 



per Ib * 

per Ib.* 

per lb.* 

per lb.* 



d. 

d. 

d. 

d. 

Veal Calves 

... 

16 

H 

*4l 

I2i 

Sheep : — 






Downs 


Hi 

Ml 

*4i 

Hi 

Longwools 

... 

HI 

*4^ 

Hi 

Hi 

Cheviots 

... 

«4S 

Hi 

Hi 

Hi 

Jdackfaced ... 

... 

14^ 

Hi 

*4i 

Hi 

Welsh ... 

... 

- Hi 

*42 

i4i 

Hi 

Cross- breds 

... 

Mi 

M# 

14i 

Mi 



per score 

per score. 

per scord. 

per score. 



live weight, live weight. 

Jive weight 

Jive weight. 

Pigs 


5 d. 

s. d. 

s, d. 

s. d. 

Bacon Pigs ... 


21 0 

21 0 

21 0 

21 0 

Porkers 


21 0 

21 0 

21 0 

21 0 

Lsan Stock : — 


c er head 

1 er head. 

per head. 

per head. 

Milking Cows : — 


jC s. 

£ s . 

£ 

£ s . 

Shorthorni— In Milk 

... 

56 i6 

42 18 

5^ 1 i 

40 17 

,, — Caivcrs 

... 

52 12 

39 0 

48 8 

37 15 

Other Breeds- In Milk 

... 

46 10 

34 19 

46 2 1 

35 2 

, — Caivcrs 

... ’ 

— 

— 

33 0 

28 0 

Calves for Reaiing 

... ; 

3 17 

2 17 

3 *2 

2 !3 

Store Cattle : — 






Shorthorns — Yearlings 

... 1 

15 3 

12 2 

14 19 

12 6 

1 ,, — Two-year-olds 

27 I 

21 11 

26 10 

21 II 

1 „ — Three-year- 

olds 

37 7 

32 3 

36 19 

31 10 

1 Herefords — T wo-year-olds 

28 19 

24 15 

27 16 

23 H 

Devons — ,, 


27 18 

23 9 

27 6 

22 14 

Welsh Runts — ,, 


27 7 

20 13 i 

27 0 


Store Sheep: — 






Hoggs, Hoggets, Tegs, 
Lamb* — 

and 

s. d. 

s. d 

s . d 

s. d. 

Downs or Lorgwools 

... 

63 3 

50 9 

63 3 

5* 3 

Store Pigs ; — 






8 to 12 weeks old ... 

... 

44 8 

32 3 

49 4 

36 6 

12 to *6 ,, ,, ... 

... 

90 9 

70 II 

89 3 

7J 2 


* Estimated carcass weight. 

JVoTE* — The prices per Ib. for sheep do not include the value of the akiaSt which durisiK 
November made prices equivalent to an additional per lb. of the carcass weight 
for Downs and Welsh, and for Longwools. Cheviots, Blackfaced and Ciosshreds, 
and during October, ad. per Ih. for Downs, Blackfawied, W-elsh and Crossbreds, and 
for Longwools and Cheviots* 
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Average Prices of Provisions, Potatoes and Hay at 
certain Markets in England in November, 1919. 

{Compiled from Reports received from the Board’s Market 

Reporters.) 



Bristol. 

Liverpool. 

London. 

Description. 

First 

Quality. 

Second 

Qnality. 

First 

Quality. 

Second 

Quality. 

First 

Quality. 

Second 

Quality. 


s. d. 

s. d. 

s, d. 

s. d. 

5. d. 

s. d. 

Butter : — 

per 12 lb. 

iier 12 lb. 

per 12 lb. 

per 12 b 

per 12 lb. 

per 12 lb. 

British 

— 



— 

27 6 

— 

Irish Creamery— Fresh 

per cwt. 

per cwt. 

per cwt. 

per cwt. 

per cwt. 

per cwt. 

— 

— 

— 

— 

— 

,, Factory 

— 



— 

— 

— 

— 

Imported (Controlled) 

252 0 


252 0 

— 

252 0 

— 

Cheese — 

British— 

Cheddar 

144 6 




144 € 


Cheshiie 

— — 


120 It). 
155 0 

— — 

120 lb. 
JS5 0 

-- - 

Canadian ... 

144 6 

— 

]vr cwt. 

144 

— • 

j)cr cwt. 
144 6 

— 

Ba('ON 

lush (Green) 

195 <> 


195 6 


195 6 


Canadian (Green sides) 

192 0 


192 0 

— 

192 0 

— 

Hams 

York (Dried or 

Smoked) 

1 

1 

i 

j 





Irish (Dried or Smoked) 

— 

1 

1 

— 

— ■ 

— 

— 

American (Green) 

(long cut) ... 

195 0 

1 

I 

195 

— 

195 0 

— 

Eggs : — 

i pel 120. 

per 120 1 per 120. 

per 120. 

per 120, 

per I 20 

British 

— 

— 

— 

— 

50 0 

— 

Irish 

1 6 

— 

49 0 

47 3 

49 3 

46 6 

American 

! 0 

33 0 

33 3 

32 0 

33 3 

30 6 

Potatoes : — 

per tun. 

per ton. ! 

per ton. 

j^er ton. 

per ton. 

j>er ton. 

Arran Chief 

220 0 

iSo 0 1 

203 b 

190 0 

242 6 

225 0 

Edward VII 

245 0 

221 0 j 

245 0 

235 0 

256 0 

238 6 

Other Late Varieties... 

215 0 

195 0 I 

185 0 

155 0 

240 0 

220 0 

Hay 

Clover 


j 

310 0 


300 0 

280 0 

Meadow 


i 


““ 1 

295 0 

275 0 
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Average Prices of Dead Meat at certain Markets in 
England in November, 1919. 


{Compiled from Reports received from the Board's Market 

Reporters-) 


Description. 

Quality. 

Birming 

ham. 

|i 

Leeds. 

London 

Man- 

chester. 




per cwt. 

per cwt. 

per cwt. 

•per cwt. 

Beef ; — 



S, d. 

s. 

d. 

5. 

d. 

s. 

d. 

1 English 


1st 

140 0 

140 

0 

140 

0 

140 

0 



2nd 

140 0 

140 

0 

140 

0 

140 

0 

Cow and Bull 

... 

I si 

140 0 

140 

0 

140 

0 

140 

0 



2iHi 

140 0 

140 

0 

121 

6 

121 

6 

Irish : Port ICilled 


l&t 

140 0 

— 


140 

0 





2nd 

140 0 



140 

0 



Argentine Frozen — 










Hind Quarters 

... 

1st 

126 0 

126 

0 

126 

0 

126 

0 

Eore ,, 

... 

1st 

98 0 

98 

0 

98 

0 

98 

0 

Australian Frozen — 










Hind Quarters 

... 

1st 

126 0 

— 


126 

0 

125 

0 

Fore ff , , , 

... 

1st 

98 0 



98 

0 

98 

0 

New 2^aland Frozen — 










Hind Quarters 

... 

1st 

— 

... 


126 

0 

... 


Fore „ 

... 

1st 


— 


98 

0 



Veal 







# 



British 



1st 

98 0 

98 

0 

98 

0 

98 

0 



2nd 


92 

0 

87 

6 

98 

0 

Mutton 



j 







Scotch 

... 

1st 

; 147 0 

147 

0 

147 

0 

>47 

0 



2nd 

; 147 0 

147 

0 

147 

0 

147 

0 

English 


1st 

1 147 0 

147 

0 

147 

0 

147 

0 



2nd 

147 0 

147 

0 

>47 

0 

>47 

0 

Irish : Port Killed ... 


1st 










2nd 








.M. 


Argentine Frozen 

• •• 

1st 

106 0 

106 

0 

106 

0 

lOI 

6 ; 

New Zealand ,, 

• •• 

1st 





106 

0 




Aus ralian ,, 

... 

1st 

— 

— 


106 

0 

98 

0 

Lamb 










British 

... 

1st i 

147 0 

147 

0 

147 

0 

147 

0 



2nd 

147 0 

147 

0 

147 

0 

>47 

0 

New Zealand 


1st 

106 0 



106 

0 



Australian 

• •• 

1st j 

.... 




106 

0 

loT 

6 

Argentine 

... 

1st 1 

106 0 

106 

0 

106 

0 



Pork : — 










British 

... 

1st 

.... 

.... 


149 

6 

>49 

6 



2nd 

«... 







Frozen 

• • « 

1st 




133 

0 
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DISEASES OF ANIMALS ACTS 1894 to 1914. 

Number of Outbreaks, and of Animals Attacked or Slaughtered, 
GREAT BRITAIN. 


(From the Returns of the Board of Agriculture and Fisheries,) 


Diskase. 

November. I 

Eleven Months 
ENDED November. 


1919. 

1918. 

1919. j 

1918. 

Anthrax 

Outbreaks 

36 

19 

1 

212 

22^ 

Animals attacked 

! 47 

23 

280 

2-8 

Foot-and-Mottth Disease . — 

Outbreaks 

21 


1 

70 

3 

Animals slaughtered as diseased 
or exposed to infection ... 

1,304 

— 

3.066 

40 

Glanders (including Farcy) : — 





Outl reaks 

I 

3 

22 

3 ^ 

Animals attacked 

4 

15 

58 

92 

Parasitic Mangle : — 





Ou breaks 

270 

31 1 

4 593 

4.011 

Animals attacked 

463 

519 


y >4 55 

I Rabies *-- 

Number of cases 

2 

39 


86 

,, ,, Dogs affected 

2 

38 

148 

Sj 

,, ,, oiher animals 

affected ... 

— 

1 

5 

3 

Sheep-scab 

Outbreaks 

55 

39 j 

3*« 

304 

Swine Fever: — 

Outbreaks 

242 

i 

' 120 j 

2 ,iS 9 

1,300 

Swine slaughtered as diseased 
or exposed to infectijn ... 

106 

63 ! 

995 

526 


IRELAND. 

(From the Returns of the Depar’m nt of Agricul'urJ and Techyiical 
Instruction for Ireland,) 


Disease. 

November. 

Eleven Months 
ENDED November. 

1919. 

1918. 

1919. 

1918. 

Anthrax : — 





Outbreiks 

— 

— 

— 


Animals attacked 

— 

— 

— 

imu 

Glanders (including Farcy) ; — 
Outbreaks 

* 


1 


Animals attacked 

— 

— * 

1 

mu 

Parasitic Mangle:— 





Outbreaks 

5 

3 

*35 

95 

Sheep’Scab : — 




29S 

Outbreaks 

37 

40 

257 

Swine Fever : — 




28 

Outbreaks 

1 

4 

3 * 

Swine slaughtered as diseased 




or exposed to infection ... 

3 

S 3 

96 

129 
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The Weather in England during November. 



Temperature. 


Rainfall. 


Bright 

Sunshine. 









District. 

I 

e . 

0 0 



£ . 

0 <17 

(A 

o-l 

d 

Rt 

6 . 

0 07 


1 

ha S 

Amount. 

Diff. fr 
Averag 

IS 

Diff. fr 
Averag 


Q 





•rt 

0 


«jp. 

‘F, 

In. 

Mm.-* 

‘I Mm * 


Hours, 

Hours. ] 

Week ending 8 th Nov, ; 


1 






j 

England, N.£. 

397 

j-50 

0*94 

24 

-f 10 

6 

07 

- 1*3 ! 

England, E 

39*5 

-‘ 5*7 

0-51 

15 

+ 2 

5 

0-2 

- 2*3 

Midland Counties ... 

38*1 

— 6*3 

0*33 

8 

- 9 

5 

0*4 

“ 1*5 

England, S.E. 

39*5 

-6-6 

0*31 

8 

-13 

5 

O-I 

- 2*3 

England, N.W* 

39*5 

~6i 

0’i6 

4 

—19 

3 

05 

- 1*3 

England, S.W. 

39-8 

“- 7*3 

0-27 

7 

~2I 

4 

1*3 

— ro 

• English Channel ... 

45*0 

- 5*9 

i-i8 

30 

+ 2 

6 

I'2 

-I 4 

Week ending i$thNov,' 





+ 3 



- 0*6 

England, N.E. 

33*2 

- 9-3 

0-6S 

17 

6 

1*3 

England, E 

34*9 

- 8-3 

0 37 

9 

— 0 

5 

2*1 

— 0 I 

Midland Counties ... 

327 

-93 

017 

4 

- 10 

4 

1*3 

-0.7 

England, S.E. 

34-8 

- 9*5 

0 50 

13 

— 4 

4 

2*0 

- 0*4 

England, N.W. 

33*3 

— lO’O 

0*21 

5 

-15 

3 

2 7 

408 

England, S.W. 

34*2 

— 10*9 

0*34 

9 

-13 

3 

2*7 

4 0'3 

English Channel ... 

41-2 

- 7*7 

0'8i 

31 

4 “ 9 

5 

>0 

4 0-3 

Week ending 2 2 nd Nov,: 









England, N.E. 

38*8 

- 27 

0-33 

8 

“ 3 

5 

3*1 

4 i *3 

England, E 

40*0 

-1-6 

0*45 

II 

0 

4 

2*8 

+I-I 

Midland Counties ... 

40*6 

- 0-5 

0-58 

*5 

-h 4 

6 

2*1 

4 0-6 

England, S.F). 

42*0 

- 0-9 

0*51 

13 

— 1 

6 

2*5 

-fo 8 

England, N.W. ... 

41*3 

— 1*0 

1-20 

31 

+ 11 

6 

1*5 

—0*1 

England, S.W, 

44-6 

-I- 0-5 

1*33 

34 

4-13 

6 

I 6 

- 0*3 

E nglish Channel ... 

48-3 

+ 1*8 

I -00 

26 

+ 7 

7 

1*7 

- 0*3 

Week ending 2Qth Nov.: 
England, N.E. 

39-1 j 

-' 2*3 

076 

19 

+ 4 

6 

1*2 

— 0*2 

England, E. ... 

38-8 1 

—2 5 

O-JQ 

lo 

— 5 

3 

. 2 0 

4 - 0*5 

Midland Counties ... 

39-1 

— 1*8 

0*38 

10 

— 7 

4 

1*4 

-foo 

England, S.E. 

40-8 

—21 

0-88 

22 

4 * 4 

5 

2*3 

407 

England, N.W. 

40-3 

— 2’J 

0 52 

U 

—I I 

5 

X 2 

—01 

England, S.W 

41*0 

— 2*8 

0.74 

19 

— 7 

5 

2‘5 

409 

English Chan.nel ... 

48-3 

— 2*1 

1-36 

35 

+ 10 

6 

27 

40-9 


* I inch = 2S'4 millimetres. 
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ADDITIONS TO THE LIBRARY. 


A^culture, General and MiscellaneoiiB— 


Kenyon, A. M., and Lovitt, W» V . — ^Mathematics for Agriculture and 
General Science. (333 pp.) New York and London : The Macmillan 
Company, 1918. [^i.] 

Chapman, E. if. — ^I'he Study of the Weather. (131 pp.) London : 

C/ambridge University Press, IQIQ* 3^* di. net. [551.5.] 

Lloyd, S, L . — Mining and Manufacture of Fertilising Materials and their 
Relation to Soils. (153 pp.) New York: D. van Nostrand Co.; 
London : Crosby Ixickwood Sc Son, 1919. [63.16(02) ; 63.1621.] 
9s. net. 

Mercier, C . — A Manual of the Electro-Chemical Treatment of Seeds. 
(134 pp.) London : University of London Press, 1919. 35. 6d, net. 


[63.1951 ; 537-] 

Magnus, H . — Thcorie iind Praxis der Strohanfschliessung. (43 pp.) 

Berlin : Paul l^arey, IQ19. 63.6o4(rt).] 

W mck stern. Dr. H. v . — Das neue Susspressf utter verfahren in Silos mit 
Sclbsttatiger Pressvorrichtung. (loi pp.) Berlin : Paul Parey, 1919. 
[63.1985.] 


Punnett, R. C. — Mcndclism. 5th edition. (215 pp.) London : Mac- 


millan Comp.'ny, 1019. 7s. Od. net. [575.1.] 

British Columbia, Legislative Assembly, — Bull. 8. : — Agriculture of British 


Columbia. (28 pp.) Victoria, B.C., 1919. [63(7!').] 

Neville, H, A. D,, and Newman, L, F. — A Course of Practical Chemistry 
for Agricultural Students. Vol. II, Part 1. (122 pp.) Cambridge : 

Univerbity l*re&s, 1919. 55. net. [54(02).] 

Clarke, J. {Edit,). — Ihoblems of National Education, by Twelve Scottish 
Educationalists. (3O8 pp.) London : Macmillan Company, 1919. 
I2S. net. [37(02).] 

Cook, M. T. — Applied Economic Botany based upon Actual Agricultural 
and Gardening Projects. (261 pp.) Philadelphia and London : 
J. B. Lippincott Company, 1919. js. C>d. net. [58(02) ; 575.4.] 

Few, M. — My Five-acre Holding. (164 pp.) London : Hodder & 
Stoughton, 1919. 3^. Cd. net. [63.5(02) ; 63.191.] 


Field Crops — 

Jenkin, T. J . — Pasture Studies. — Some Results. (58 pp.) Bangor: 
Jarvis & Foster, 1919. [63.33(02).] 

Harris, F. S . — ^'Ihe Sugai Beet in America. (342 ppk) New York and 
London : The Marmillan Company, 19^9* ios.net. [Contains Biblio- 
graphy, 17 pages.] [63.3432.] 


Horticulture— 

Garnett, D . — ^'Ihe Kitchen Garden -and its Management. (90 pp.) 

London : Selwyn cS: Blount, 1919* net. [63.51(04).] 

Smith, T . — rile lYolitable Culture of Vegetables. (New impression.) 
(452 pp.) London : Longmans, Green & Co., 1919. 7s. 6d, net. 

[63.51(02).] 

Bedford, Duke of, and Picketing, S . — Science and Fruit Growing : Being 
an Account of the Re.sults obtained at the Woburn Experimental Fruit 
Farm since its Foundation in 1894. (34 ^ PP-) London : MacmiUpn 

& Co., 1919. I2s. 6d. net. [63.41(02).] 


PUnt Diseases— 

Eriksson, J . — ^Die Schwcdischen Gymnosphorangieen : Ihr Wirtswech^l 
und Ihre Spezialisierung. (82 . pp.+4 pl-) [Kungl. Svenska 
Vetenskai^sakadcmiens Handlingar. Band 59. No. 6.] Stockholm, 
(London : W. Wesley), 1918. [63.24.] 

Eriksson, J . — Zwei russische Gymnosphorangieen : Eine biologisch- 
systematische Studie. (23 pp. -f3 pi.) [Archiv. ffir Botanik, Band 15. 
No 20.] Stockholm, 1919. [O3.24.] 

Pethybridge, G. H., and Lafferiy, U. A . — A Disease of Tomato and other 
Plants caused by a New Species of Phylophthora (4^^7-“305 PP- + 3 pi.) 
[Sci. Proc. Rov. Dub. Soc., Vol. xv. (N.S.), No. 35, February, 1919]. 
London : Williams & Norgate, 1919. is. 6d, [63.24.] 
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Wair, /. JR. — ^Notes on the Altitudinal Range of Forest Fungi. (14 pp.) 

[Reprinted from Mycologia, Vol. X., No. t. 1918.] [63.24-49.] 

Yeld, Ellen. — Practical Cheesemaking. (Fifth Edition). (55 pp.) 

Leominster, 1919. 2S. net, 163.7(02).] 

Royal Society. — Reports of the Grain Pests (War) Committee. No. 5, 
(10 pp.) London: Harrison & Sons, 1919. 15. [63.2 7 - 3 Z.] 

Duncan, F. M.-— ^Insect Pests and Plant Diseases in the Vegetable and 
Fruit Garden. (95 pp.) London : Constable & Co., 1919, 35. 6d. 
net. [63.2(02).] 

l-nre Stock— 

Mackenzie, K. J. J . — Cattle and the Future of Beef -production in England. 
(i68pp.) Cambridge : University Press, 1919* 7s. 6d. net, [63.603 ; 

63.62(02).] 

Bird, J. T. — Practical Cavy- Keeping, with a Chapter on the Profitable 
Breeding of Fancy Mice. (32 pp.) London : Country Life," 1919. 
gd. net. [63.69.] 

Veterinary Science — 

Shipley, A. E. — More Minor Horrors. (163 pp.) London; Smith, 
Elder & Co., 1916. IS. 6d. net. [Contains chapters on the Warble 
Fly, Rats, and the Field-Mouse.] [59*169; 6i9.2(/) ; 63.269.] • 

Birds, Poultry and Bees — 

* Toovey, T. W. — Commercial Poultry Farming. (140 pp.) London : 
Crosby, Lockwood & Son, 1919* 7 ^. 6d. net. [63.65(02).] 

International Association of Poultry Instructors. — Official Report of the 
International Poultry Conference, iith to 15th March, 1919. London,. 
31, Essex Street, Strand, W.C. 45. net, [63.6(06) ; 63.65(02).] 

Engineering— 

B ocher, Henri . — La Motoculture en 1919* (4® PP-) Paris : La Ligue 

pour le Retour a la Terre, 1919* Fr. 2. [63.175.] 

Grdnert, Dr. A. — Anleitung zur Dr&nage. (66 pp.) Berlin ; Paul Parey, 
1919. M.2 -f 20%. [63.14(04)*] 

Weaver, L . — ^The Country Life " Book of Cottages, 2nd edition. (266 
pp.) London : " Country Life," 1919* 9 ^* 6 <f. net. [69(02).] 

Nyrop, C . — Det Danske Hedeselskab, 1866-1916. (230 pp.) Kobenhavn, 
1916. [63.142.] 

Willianis-Ellis, .C . — Cottage Building in Cob, Pis6, Chalk and Clay. 

(125 pp.) London : " Country Life," 1919. 65. net. [69(02).] 

Ronse, A., et Raison, T. — ^Fermes-Types et Constructions Rurales en West- 
Flandre. Tcme i. (269pp.) Tome ii. (306 pp.) Bruges.: Charles 
Beyaert, 1918. 75 francs the two volumes. [69(02).] 

Danish Heath Society. — concise Report of the Proceedings of the 
Society and a Programme of the Heath Excursion, 21st August, 1919, 
(8 pp.) Viborg, 1919. [63.142,] 

Economics— 

Cymmrodorion Society*s Publications. — Some Problems of Rural Recon- 
struction in Wales. London ; Published by the Society, 1919. 
[338.98.] 


Printed under the authority of Hu lCAJiSTr*t SVATiOiraxT Owioa, 
By Jas. Trusoott and San, Ltd., Suflolk l^o/b^ B.0. 4: 


THE JOURNAL 

OF THE 

MINISTRY OF AGRICULTURE 

VoL XXVL No. 10 . 


JANUARY, 1920. 

EDITORIAL NOTES. 

As far as the past year is concerned agriculturists may be 
pardoned if they speak of it as annus mirabilis, though perhaps 
all its fruits are in a way the ripening 
^cnltnre harvest of the Com Production Act. 

In introducing that measure the Prime 
Minister announced the coming of the 
changes for which the year 1919 has paved the way. After 
something like forty years in the wilderness of national 
indifference and neglect, agriculture received special consider- 
ation, and the Government has imdertaken to provide 
legislation for its most pressing needs. Now we are able to 
see the national policy taking shape. Five Acts of Parliament 
affecting agricultural interests have been successfully carried 
through. They are the Land Settlement (Facilities) Act, 
the Forestry Act, the Agricultural Sales (Restriction of Notices 
to Quit) Act, the Rats and Mice (Destruction) Act, and the 
Ministry of Agriculture and Fisheries Act. Regarded as parts 
of a comprehensive national programme it will be seen that 
all these measures serve in their own fashion to strengthen the 
position of agriculture in England. They provide the necessary 
.machinery for developments that are regarded as necessary 
in the best interests not only of agricultural but of industrial 
England, which must, perforce, depend to a large extent upon 
the prosperity of British fanning. \^en we come to consider the 
normal pace of legislative progress it is clear that we have seen 
in 1919 developments to which no preceding year within the 
limits of living memory can afford a parallel. At the same time 
it is well to remember that the legislative programme is by no 
means exhausted by wlmt has gone before. Indeed, the Acts 
.to winch Parliament has already given approval are, in a 
, way, the prdUide to stilTwttler measures. The Interim Report 
•ci the Royal Commission (see pp. 964 and 967) provides a 
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basis for legislation that will guarantee a minimum retmrn 
for the fanners’ cereal crops. The Milk and Dairies Act 
passed in 1915 wiU come into operation within twelve months 
after the formal termination of the War. A Seeds and Weeds 
Bill is now before the House of Commons and will, it is hoped, 
become law by harvest time. Finally, as stated in the 
following note, the old Board of Agriculture liave succeeded 
to the status of a First Class Department and will be known 
in f uture as the ^Ministrv of Agriculture, with wider powers and 
”^^er provisions for theii exercise. Whatever the diffi- 
culties before agriculturists to-day — and nobody 'would en- 
deavour to minimise them — ^it is clear that the year bdiind 
us has accomplished much towards the clearing of the outlook 
and that the year before us promises to do still more. 


The Ministry of Agriculture and Fisheries Bill, which was 
originally cidled the " Agriculture (Councils) Bill,” has passed 
into law. In brief, the Act substitutes 
n» Muiirtrjr *f Minister of Agriculture and Fisheries 
^ Board of Agriculture and Fisheries, 
sets up Councils of Agriculture for England 
and Wales and an Agricultural Advisory 
Committee for both countries, defines their powers, duties and 
constitution, and amends the Board of Agriculture and 
Fisheries Acts from 1889-1909. The Act also establishes 
Agricultural Comrmttees on which executive powers can be 
confared in the counties of England and Wales, to •vriiich 


Comnnttees the duties of the County Councils appertmning to 
agriculture Vdli stand referred. These important new bodies 
have been designed to give expression to the agricultural 
interests of the two countries ; they afford a complete 
answer to any suggestion that the Act will tend to create 


a central bmeaucracy in London. The County Committees 
will be appointed partly by the County Councils and partly 
by the Ministry; the Advisory Councils will be represent- 
ative of the County Committees and in part nominated 
by the Ministry. To outward seeming the Act is one of 
purdy local and personal sipnficance, but, seen with a iaiger 
vision, it becomes part of the great agricultural devdopment 
that the Government propose to bring about. The old Board 
had less than sufficient status for the work they are asked to 
imdertake, which is nothing than the care d what the 
Ikitte Minister has called ” our greatest national industry.” 
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Now that the paramount claims of agriculture have been 
reatised by all who have eyes to see and intelligence to under- 
stand, the handling of agricultural questions must be carried 
out in a feshion befitting their importance to the nation. On 
this account it has been found necessary to raise the status of 
the idd Board and to extend their Powers until they are 
adequate to the needs of the Country and the times we live in. 
****** 

The passing of the Foresty Act, which came into force on 
1st September last, has created comparatively little attention, 
but the Act itself is of far-reaching import- 
® **1^9 ^ * ’ ance. Eight Forestry Commissioners (five 
of them unpaid) are appointed to serve for 
five years and are elegibie for reappointment (see p. 1039) • Th^ 
are charged with the general duty of promoting the interests of 
forestry, the development of afforestation and the production 
and supply of timber in the United Kingdom. They have 
taken over the powers and duties of the Ministry of Agriculture 
and Fisheries, the Board of Agriculture for Scotland and the 
Department of Agriculture and Technical Instruction for 
Ireland in so far as these relate to forestry and in so far as the 
Destructive Insects and Pests Acts of 1877 and 1907 relate to 
forest trees and timber. One of the unpaid Commissioners 
will be a member of the Commons House of Parliament (Mr. L. 
Forestier-Walker. M.P., has received the appointment under 
this Clause) . The position of the Commissioner appointed will 
be similar to that of the Charity Ccamnissioiner in the House. 
He will answer aU questions relating to forestry. The Com- 
missioners, sulqect to Treasury direction, may purchase or take 
on lease and bold any land suitable for a Forest Station, and 
may plant and manage it. They may sell or let or exchange 
any land which has proved unnecessary or unsuitable for their 
purpose, but befoie acquiring, seUing, or otherwise disposing of 
land fhe Commissioners shall consult the appropriate Agricul- 
tural Department, and if selling or disposing of land ^aU ^ve 
that Department an opportunity of acquiring the same. (Ihe 
approfniate Agricultural Depaitmeot in England and Wales 
is fhe Ministry of Agriculture and Fisheries, im Scotland the 
Soani of Agriculture for Scotland, and in Irdand the Depart- 
meBt of Agriculture and Techmeal instroction for ireland). 

The Connnissioners may acquire standing tioxber and dands 
for tfae purpose of a Forest Station. They may undertake tke 
management or supervision of woods and forests ; establish 
or carry on or aid woodland industry ; undertake statistical 

3 T 2 
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and educational work relating to forestry ; conduct inquiries, 
experiments and research ; and take such steps as they think 
necessary for the purpose of securing an adequate supply of 
timber in the United Kingdom and of promoting the production 
of timber in His Majesty’s Dominions. Other powers the 
Commissioners hold are for the prevention of damage by 
rabbits and vermin ; the appointment of Assistant Com- 
missioners, and the compulsory acquisition of land. A Forestry 
Fund is established out of moneys, amounting to £3,500,000, 
to be provided by Parliament, and to be expended during the 
first ten years. Any sums received by the Commissionets from 
the sale of timber or any transactions carried out by them in 
the exercise of their powers and duties will be credited to 
that Fund. Commissioners will present an Annual Report of 

their proceedings to both Houses of Parliament. 

* * * * * * 


The Commissioners were unable to present their Interim 
Report by 30th September as requested, but they reported on 
the loth of December last, limiting their 
Intarim Report of views to the question of whether the 
the Boyal guarantees given to farmers under 
Part I. of the Com Production Act, 1917, 
should be continued or not, and if con- 
tinued, whether any alteration is required either in their 
amount or in the conditions attached to them. The Report 
(see also p. 967), though brief, contains an interesting review 
of agricultural conditions since 1870, and some accoimt of the 
Committees set up by Lord Selborne, then President of the 
Board of Agriculture, in June, 1915, and July, 1915, together 
with the Report of the Committee appointed by the Prime 
Minister imder the chairmanship of Lord Selborne in August, 
T916. It may be remembered that the Committee of July, 
1915, expressed the opinion that as a result of the War the nation 
might decide that " national security demands a substantial 
increase in the agricultural output of this country." The 
Committee over which Lord Selborne presided reconunended 
in January, 1917 (i) that certain minimum prices for wheat 


and oats should be guaranteed ; (2) that a minimum wage for 
agricultural labour should be established and an Agricultural 
Wages Board set up ; and (3) that the Board of Agriculture 
should be empowered to supersede owners temporarily or even 
dispossess occupiers of land which was bdng badly managed or 
cultivated. Upon this last Report the Com Production Act 
of 1917 was based. . 
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The Interim Report of the Royal Commission makes the 
following recommendations : — 

(1) That, subject to the conditions set out in the follow- 
ing paragraphs, minimum prices for wheat, barley, 
and oats grown in Great Britain be guaranteed by 
the State, on the same principle and conditions as 
are laid down in Part I. of the Corn Production Act, 
1917, the producer being allowed an unrestricted 
market for his produce, but the State retaining the 
right to control prices in case of national emergency. 

(2) That barley should be dealt with in the same manner 
as wheat under Section i of the Corn Production 
Act, payment of four times the difference between the 
average price as defined in the Act and the guaranteed 
minimum price per quarter being made in respect of 
that cereal. 

(3) That for the grain crops of 1920 and subsequent years 
the guarantees be calculated from year to year on a 
sliding scale based on the average bare costs of cereal 
production of the preceding year, rent being disre- 
garded for this purpose ; and that the datum line to 
which increases or decreases in the average costs of 
the 1920 grain crops above or below those of 1919 
should be applied, shall be 68s. per quarter of 504 lb. 
of wheat, 59s. per quarter of 44S lb. of barley, and 
46s. per quarter of 336 lb. of oats. 

(4) That the guarantees be continued until Parliament 
otherwise decides, subject to not less than four years’ 
notice of withdrawal being given. 

(5) That, if found necessary, the powers under Part IV. 
of the Corn Production Act be extended so as to 
enable the Boards of Agriculture or the County Com- 
mittees to take effective action against any landowner 
or farmer who impedes or neglects to carry out the 
Orders issued by them for the better cultivation of 
the holding. 

(6) That any payment in respect of the guaranteed prices 
be dependent upon the production of a certificate 
from the Department concerned to the effect : — 

(a) That the holding in respect of which payment 
under the guarantees is claimed has been well 
cultivated and an adequate amount of labour 
employed upon it, or that such labour was not 
available ; and 
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{b) That either <Eie-eighth part of the holdii^ or 
one-fourth part of the arable land (whichever 
be the greater) is under cereal crop^ or that so 
much less of the holding is under cereal crop as 
appears to be desirable in the public interest. 

The Minority Interim Report is almost as long as the 
Majority Report, with which the Minority signatories find 
themselves unable to agree. They express the opinion that 
ttic present high cost of imported grain and the rates of 
exchange now operating against this country act as a sub- 
stantial protective duty on the produce of British agri&ulture, 
and they point out that several competent judges consider 
that the unexhausted fertility in grass land was a valuable 
asset in the late time of war. They are not convinced that 
measures found necessary during war should be continued in 
time of peace. They do not find it possible to recommend 
the guarantee of prices that may render remunerative such 
wheat areas as are only able to produce 3J qr. or less to the 
acre. Arguments are adduced against the policy of guarantees 
and, finally, the Commissioners signing the Minority Report 
make the following three recommendations ; — 

(1) That farmers be informed that they shall be left 
free to cultivate their land in such manner as they 
deem best, in accordance with the rules of good 
husbandry. 

(2) That the Boards of Agriculture organise an efiicieut 
system of distribution of all available information 
relating to the progress and prospects of agriculture, 
with special reference to the course of world prices. 

(3) That, so long as prices of cereals are controlled by the 

Government, the farmers be paid at prices not less 
than those at which the commodities co.ntroUed can 
be imported. 
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INTERIM REPORT OF THE ROYAL 
COMMISSION ON AGRICULTURE. 

The Royal Commission, which was appointed on 15th July 
last to inquire into the economic prospects of the agricultural 
industry in Great Britain with special reference to the adjust- 
ment of a balance between the prices of agricultural commodi- 
ties, the cost of production, the remimeration of labour, and 
horns of employment, issued their Interim Report,* dated 
loth December, on the 19th December. The Report shows 
that the Commission, which consist of 23 members, was sharply 
divided on the main- principle with which it deals, namely, 
the advisability of continuing indefinitely the guarantees of 
minimum prices for corn on the terms and conditions laid down 
in the Com Production Act, 1917. Twelve of the Com- 
missioners were in favour of a scheme of guarantees, whilst 
eleven were against it. The twelve were the Chairman (Sir 
William Peat), Sir Wm. Ashley, Dr. C. Douglas, and Messrs. 
G. G. Rea, Anker Simmons, H. Overman, A. Batchelor, H. S. 
Cautley, K.C., M.P., E. W. I^ngford, G. Nicholls, E. H. Parker, 
and R. R. Robbins. The minority were Messrs. A. W. Ashby, 
G. Dallas, J. F. Duncan, Wm. Edwards, F. E. Green, J. M. 
Henderson, T. Henderson, T. Prosser Jones, R. V. Lennard. 
W. R. Smith, M.P., and R. B. Walker. Mr. H. S. Cautley, 
one of the signatories of the Majcaity Report, was in favour of 
the principle of guarantees, but disagreed with the sch^e 
recommended by his colleagues for its application, and added 
a separate memorandum giving his reasons for such disagree- 
ment. 

The main recommendation of the Report is, then, that guaran- 
teed minimum prices should be fixed annually in respect of 
wheat, barley, and oats grown in Great Britain, on the same 
principle and conditions as are laid down in Part I. of the Com 
Production Act, 1917, the producer being allowed an laire- 
ttricted market for his produce, but the State retaining the right 
to control prices in case of national emergmcy. 

The basis recommended for the annual fixing of the prices is 
the average bare cost of cereal production in each 3?ear ending 
Midiaelmas compared with the average bare cost in the pre- 
vious year, both sets of costs to be ascertained by the Agricul- 
tural Costings Committee. The datum line to which increases 
or decreases in the average cost of the 1920 crop of each cereal 


• Cd. 473. Prica 34. 
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above or bel9w those of 1919 are to be applied is recomm- 
ended at 68s. per quarter of 504 lb. of wheat, 59s. per quarter 
of 448 lb.' of barley, and 46s. per quarter of 336 lb. of oats. 

The datum line figures were estimated by the Commission 
after considering a large body of evidence as to actual costs of 
cereal production in 1917-18. and raising the average bare 
costs for that year by the percentage of increase in costs which 
the evidence before them indicated had taken place between 
1917-18 and 1918-19. The scheme of guarantees recommended 
is one which is calcidated to return to the farmer in those years 
when world prices fall below the average costs of {>roduction 
an amount nearly up to his out-of-pocket expenditure in pro- 
ducing the crop. In other words, the guarantees are guaran- 
tees against^serious loss, and are designed to add to the farmer’s 
feeling of security so that he may be placed in a good position 
to undertake the breaking up of more pasture where to do so 
would seem a soimd business proposition, or, if he has no fresh 
land to break up, so that he will be able to see his way to 
retain imder the plough all the newly-broken up land which 
produces a fair crop. 

I'he object of the proposed guarantees is precisely the same 
as that of the Corn Production Act, 1917, namely, to encomage 
the growth of cereals and arable cultivation. As the Report 
states, this object was considered and reported upon by various 
Committees diiring the War, nearly all of which were decidedly 
in favour of its attainment by a system of guarantees. Lord 
Milner’s Committee, which reported in 1915,* stated that 
to obtain any substantial increase in the production of wheat, 
oats, and potatoes, it would be necessary for farmers to sacrifice 
the comparative certainty of their profits at that time, to change 
some of their methods, to alter their rotations, and to increase 
their area of arable cultivation, in the face of the shortage of 
labour then existing. It was recognised that, if they did this, 
they would have to run the risk not only of uncertain seasons 
but also of a fall in the price of wheat at the conclusion of the 
War, and the Committee expressed the opinion that it was 
essential in order to ensure a general movement in the direction 
of increased wheat production that a minimum price for home- 
grown wheat should be guaranteed for a period of several 
years. The Sdbome Committee,! which was a sub-committee 
of the Reconstruction Committee, made recommendations to 

* See this Journal, September 1915. p. 585, aad November, 19M, p. 803. 

t See this Journal, April, igxj, p. x. A review of tbe Fiaal Kepoit of 
ibis Committee was publiimed in tbetssne ofthis Journal, July, 19x8, p. sQs. 
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the same effect, and laid down the principles which were 
subsequently embodied in the Corn Production Act, 1917. 
These principles were : — 

(a) that certain minimum prices for wheat 'and oats ^should be 
guaranteed, 

{b) t^t a minimum wage for agricultural labour should be estab* 
lished and Agricultural Wages Boards be set up, and 
(c) that the Boards of Agriculture should be empowered temporarily 
to supersede or to dispossess occupiers of land which was being 
managed or cultivated in such a manner as seriously to affect 
food production. 

The Commission reprint in their Report a number of extracts 
from the previous Committees’ Reports, which reflect the strong 
views held that an increase of arable land is necessary from the 
points of view; — 

(«) of the need for ensuring, as far as possible, the 
safety of the food supplies of the nation in time of War ; 

(6) of the need, consequent upon the exhaustion through 
the War, of restoring man-power by the expansion of the 
rural population; 

(c) of the need to repay the huge war debt by national 
economy in producing as much food as possible at home, 
and bu3dng as little as possible from abroad. 

The Commission point out that^the descending scale of 
guaranteed prices for wheat and oats adopted in the Corn Pro- 
duction Act, 1917, viz., from 60s. to 45s. in the case of wheat, 
and from 38s. 6 d. to 24s. in the case of oats (both for the small 
or Imperial quarter of 480 lb. for wheat and 312 lb. for oats) for 
the period 1917-1922, has proved to be too low to give any 
real assurance to the farmer at the present time. It may be 
mentioned, however, that as far as the principle of assurance 
of prices goes, the Government have on several occasions 
expressed themselves, through the speeches of the Prime 
Minister and the President of the Board, as strongly in favour 
of making the assistance to agriculture by guarantees of mim- 
mum cereal prices more adequate and lasting ; and further 
that the President of the Board in his speech at Shrewsbury 
on the i6th December stated that it was the intention of the 
Government to give effect to the recommendations of the 
Royal Commission in this connection early in the coming 
Session of Parliament. 

In return for the advantages of the guarantees,ythe Royal 
Commission propose that the powers of overaght and control 
of jfarming operations in Part IV. of the Com Production Act 




970 Interim Report on Agriculture. Dan., 


should be esxtended so as to enable the Boards of Agriculture 
or the County Agricultural Committees to take effective action 
in the Courts or otherwise against any landowner or farmer 
who refuses or neglects to carry out the Orders issued by them 
for the better cultivation of the holding. The Conuniss'on 
state that they consider that both the owner and the occupier 
of land owe the duty to the State of seeing that the holding is 
cultivated according to the rules of good husbandry, and that 
no land capable of cultivation should lie unproductive or should 
be imperfectly cultivated. They add that they would not 
recommend tW systems of cropping should be ordered and 
regulated except in time of national emergency, but that the 
Boards and the County Committees should be empowered to 
determine the proportion of each holding which should be 
<tevoted to arable farming. 

They further suggest that the guarantees should not be paid 
except on production of a certificate authorised by the Boards 
to the effect : — 

(а) that the holding in respect of which payment under 
the guarantees is claimed has been well cultivated and an 
adequate amount of labour employed upon it, or that such 
labour was not available ; and 

(б) that either one-eighth part of the holding, or one- 
fourth part of the arable land (whichever be the greater; 
is under cereal crop, or that so much less of the holding is 
imder cereal crop as appears to be desirable in the public 
interest. 

It win be noticed that, foUowing the principle adopted by 
the Government in giving guaranteed prices for the present year, 
a guarantee for barley, as weU as for wheat and oats, is recom- 
mended. The reason given by the Commission for adding 
barley is that there is a considerable area of land in Great 
Britain (m which that crop can be grown more economicaUy 
than any other cereal. 

The Commission recommend that the guarantees should 
continue in operation xmtil Parliament otherwise decides, 
subject to four years' notice being given of their withdrawal 
should that at any time be decided upon. 

Tie Commitsion propose to give, consideration to otiier 
subjects in connection with which assiatanoe m i g ht be given 
to fanners, befme they make a Final Report, These subjects 
include Education, Research and Demonstration ; Drainage ; 
Transput ; Organisation ; Co-operation ; Amendments of the 
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Agriculttiral Holdizigs Acts, the Game Laws, and the basis of 
Local Rating ; and the need for giving further security to the 
tenant. 

With the Interim Report is printed the Minority Report and 
Mr. Cautley’s memorandum. The Minority Report is of 
considerable interest on account of the arguments it gives 
against the policy of guarantees. It favours the view that 
farmers should be left free, without guarantees, to cultivate 
their land in the way they deem best, and should obtain for 
their cereals prices not less than those at which grain is imparted. 
They recommend also that the Boards of Agriculture should 
organise an efficient system of distribution of all available 
information relating to the progress and prospects of agricul- 
ture, with special reference to the course of world prices, Mr. 
Cautley’s memorandum is also an interesting contribution from 
another point of view. He expresses himself in favour of 
continuous and substantial guarantees for wheat and oats, 
the guarantees to be based on the level of agricultural wages, 
i.e., rising or faffing with wages ; with a minimum of restriction 
on the farmer’s freedom of action. 


REPORT ON THE PROPOSED 
ELECTROLYTIC TREATMENT OF 
SEEDS (WOLFRYN PROCESS) BEFORE 

SOWING. 

E. J. Russell, D.Sc., F.R.S., 

Director of the Rothcmsted Experimental Station. 

During the past three seasons there has been offered to 
farmers seed treated by an electrolytic process* (Wolfr3m 
process) which, it is claimed, causes marked increase in 3ndd. 
The cost of the treatment in the case of wheat seed is about 28s. 
per qr., which works out at about 7s. to los. 6 d. per acre. 


• The details of the treatment are given as follows in Dr* Herder's book : — 
The grain is placed in a solution of 2}-*5 per cent* (that is» 4-«8 oa* to 
the gal.) of household ^t, in a rectangular water-tight tank made of wood or 
cementra brick* Both ends of the tank are completely covered inside with a 
plate of dieet iron about i/8th in. thick* To each iron plate a terminal is 
attached for affixing the wires which conduct the electric current* A tank 
of the following dimensions is a convenient size in which to treat up to 
Z2 bush* at one time, viz., 6 ft* 6 in. lox^ by 3 ft. broad by z ft* 6 in* obep. 
inside measurements. 
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assuming the usual rate of seeding of about 2 to 3 bush, per 
acre. On this basis there is no great risk in adopting the 
treatment, but, on the other hand, if it does no good the money 
is lost. 

Up to the present agricultural experts have not been par- 
ticularly enthusiastic about the treatment, because samples of 
seed tested at colleges and experimental stations have in the 
main proved no better than untreated seed. Similar results 
have been obtained by certain farmers who have taken the 
trouble to weigh up their produce. This failure to obtain 
positive results is explained by the late Dr. Meraer, a well- 
known believer in the process, in the following way : — 

This was in the early days of the process, when the proper 
conditions were only guessed at, and when failures were 
frequent ; and the particular experiments in question were 
failmes. They either showed an actual loss, or no gain, or a 
gain so small as to be within the normal margin of error. • In 
the light of subsequent experience it is now known that, with 
seed treated as these samples were treated, no benefit could be 
expected.” (” Manual of the Electro-chemical Treatment of 
Seeds," 1919, p. 85.) 

On the other hand, other farmers claim to Jiave obtained 
satisfactory results, and in certain cases where the weighings 
were carried out by one of the assistants from the University 
College, Reading, there were considerable differences between 
crops grown from treated and from untreated seeds respectively. 

The Technical Committee of the F ood Production Department, 
therefore, decided to make such tests as were possible in a 
limited time to ascertain what meeisiure of success a farmer 
might hope for if he had his seeds treated before sowing. 

The solution is first prepjared in the tank in the proportion of about 5 gal. 
to X bush, of grain, sufficient well to cover the grain, which should be 
occasionally turned over during treatment. Oats need 5J gal. 

After the solution has been made ready in the tank, the grain is placed 
therein and submitted to an electric current of 8 watts per gal, of solution 
(400 watts for 50 gal., i.e,, 2 amperes at 200 volts, or 4 amperes at 100 volts, 
and 80 on.) 

When large quantities of grain are required to be treated at one time# 
several tanks are connected in series, and with increased voltage the same 
electric current will pass through the whole series. 

After the treatment is conmleted the solution is run off and the grain 
removed from the' tanks, ana dried at a temperature of from 90 deg* 
-Aiter the moisture has been driven out of the grain, it 
suU remains in a swollen condition, for which due allowance must be made in 
drilling, otherwise a smaller quantity will be sown per acre of the corres* 
ponding untreated grain. 

^ soil deficient in hme a solution of, 5 per cent, calcium chloride (8 os* 
to the gal.) may be used instep of a solution of household salt. 
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CiMMt of Treatment. — Broadly speaking, the various methods 
of treating crops to increase production naay be divided into 
three classes ; — 

1. Those which are nearly alwa57s successful, such as the 

application of sulphate of ammonia and nitrate of 
so^ to corn or to grass laid in for hay ; of super- 
phosphate to swedes ; of salt and of nitrate of soda 
to mangolds, etc. 

2. Those which apparently succeed in some cases, but fail 

in others. 

3. Those which fail altogether to give crop increases. 

The use of artificial fertilisers belongs to the first category. 
Methods of field trials have been devised by which an experi- 
menter can say with comparative certainty whether or not a 
fertiUser or a mixture of fertilisers would yield an increase in 
crop, given a favourable season. He caimot say this with 
absolute certainty, but the odds are 25 or 30 to i against his 
being wrong. While, therefore, he may make a mistake in any 
particular case he will not make many mistakes in advising, 
say, 100 farmers. 

It is comparatively easy in a short test to find whether any 
given process belongs to the first or second category, but it is 
more difficult to discover whether it belongs to the second or 
the third. 

Broadly speaking, the results of the recent tests made at the 
colleges and experimental stations go to show that the elec- 
trolytic treatment of seed does not belong to the first category. 
In the majority of the trials the treatment has had no effect ; 
in some there have been gains, in others losses. On the whole 
there has been nothing to indicate with certainty any increeise 
in crop. It does not, however, follow that the process 
necessarily belongs to category 3 — ^the worthless class ; it may 
still belong to category 2. A single positive result in 100 
failures would put it into this class, but obviously this would 
require a close examination of all the alleged successes, and, 
what is equally important, of all the failures, before a definite 
decision could be given. 

Pot ixparlimnte.— Experimental tests with treated seed 
. were made at Rothamsted in 1918 and in 1919 ; the experi- 
ments were aU made in pots, this being the most convenient 
method for rapid work. 

To avoid misapprehension, it should be. clearly understood 
that the vessels used are not .flower pots, and that the process 
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is not the amateurish effort that is sometimes supposed. 
Further, there are no forced or unnatural conditions. In pot- 
culture work the conditions are made as natural as possible, but 
precautions are taken to obviate risk of loss by pl^t diseases, 
pests, or severe seasonal factors such as prolonged drought, 
excessive rain, frost, etc. It may be said that as a result 
conditions in pots are rather more favourable than those in 
the field in the ordinary nm of seasons, and resemble the 
conditions obtaining in the field in a good season. Hence the 
differences shown in pot experiments are not always realised in 
the field : there are, for example, cases where a ao per cent, 
improvement in the pots showed up as only a lo per cent, 
improvemait in a corresponding fidd test, and other cases 
where a treatment giving lo per cent, improvement in the pots 
gave no certain' improvement in the field. There are very 
few cases, however, where a treatment fails in the pot-culture 
house and then succeeds in the field. 

The 1918 experiments were made with oats and barley. 
Soil from ordinary arable land was used. Half of the pots 
were left unmanned and half were sown with a mixture of 
artifidal manures. Of the unmamired pots half were sown with 
treated and half with untreated seed. The results "were : — 


Effect of Manuring. 

Average dry weight per pot of five plants. Two pots in each set. 


Crop, 

No Manure. 

Complete 

Artificials. 

Increase per 
cent, due to 
> Manuring. 

• Barley. 

frams. 

grams. 


Eiqpt. I. Gram . , 

13 ’o 

16 'O 

23*1 

Straw . . 

19*6 

35*6 

81 -6 

2, Gwun . . 

9-8 

i6’5 

68-4 

' Straw . . 

17-4 

33-6 

93-1 

^ . Oats. 

Escpt. X. Grain . . 

9-25 

* 3*75 

48*6 

Straw . . 

20*0 

36*2 

81 *0 

„ 2. Grain . , 

10*4 

15’8 

51-9 

Straw . . 

i6*o 

36*2 

1.26*3 


There were four separate tests and eight separate <{uantities 
measured, hnd in every case, without exception, the manurii^ 
increased the crop. This is in au:c(N>dance with the state- 
ment already made that, when properly done, manurin g belongs 
to the first category of treatment, which neoaiy always succeeds. 
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The result is entirdy different, however, when the electrified 
seeds are compared with the untreated. 

Effect of Electrolytic Treatment. 

Average dry weight per pet of five plants. Two pots in each set. 


— 

Untreated 

Seed. 

Electrified 

Seed. 

Gain or Loss due to 
Electrol)rtic Treatment. 

Barley. 

grams. 

grams. 

Loss of 24*6 per cent. 

Expt. I. Grain 

13*0 

9*8 

Straw 

19*6 

17*4 

_ » 11*2 M 

,, 2, Orain 

r6*o 

16*5 

Gain of 3'i „ 

Straw 

Oat^ 

35-6 

33-6 

Loss of 5*6 

Expt, t. Grain 

^’25 

10*4 

Gain of 12^4 per cent. 


20*0 

16 *0 

Loss of 20K> 

,, 2. Grain 

13*75 

15*8 

Gain of 14*9 

Straw 

36-2 ! 

36-2 

None. 


In five out of the eight cases there is no increase, in some there 
is a loss. Of the other three cases the slight gain of 3 per cent, 
is too small for any certainty as to gain to be reckoned ; the 
other two gains might be r^, but they do not in any case 
represent much. 

The experiment was repeated in 1919 with seven different 
lots of wheat, part in each case being treated and part un* 
treated. The seed was received on 20th December, 1918, and 
sown on 26th February, 1919. The results are set out in the 
order of merit, and are as f<^ows : — 


Treatment apparently advantageous. 


Average dry weight per pot of five plants. Three pots in each set. 


— 

Untreated 

Seed. 

Electrified 

Seed. 

Gain or Loss due to 
Electrolytic Treatment. 

Ca. 3000 Bars , . 

grams, 

5*9 

grams. 

11*0 

Gain of 86*4 per cent. 

Straw 

15*7 

17*0 

» 8’3 .. 

Ca. 2998 Ears . • 

4*7 

6*0 

» 27‘7 .. 

Straw j 

137 

X6-8 

H 22-6 „ 


Treatment ineffective. 


Ga.3ooa Ban . . 

11*7 

11-4 

None* 

Straw 

19*9 i 

20*5 

ee 
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Treatment apparently disadvantageous. 



Untreated 

Seed. 

Electrified 

Seed. 

Gain or Loss due to 
Electrolytic Treatment. 

Ca. 2969 Ears • . 

4*2 

3*9 

Loss of 7 per cent* 

Straw 

1.V8 

10*6 

M 33 

If 

Ca. 2999 Hsurs . . 

6*8 

4*3 

M 37 

»• 

Straw 


167 

«r IX 


Ca. 300Z Ears . . 

8-8 

7*6 

.r X 3*6 

If 

Straw 

20*0 

X6-8 

„ 16 


Ca. 3003 Ears . . 

l6*i 

11 *9 

„ 26*1 


Straw 

177 

14*3 

I 9 *« 

ft 


Out of 14 measurements in these seven different cases only 
four are in favour, whilst eight are against the process. It 
is obvious, therefore, that while a farmer using treated seed 
might be fortunate and obtain such a result as is shown by No. 
2,998 or No. 3,000, he stands a much greater chance of gaining 
nothing, or even apparently of losing. 

As an objection to this series of experiments it might be 
urged that too long an interval had elapsed between treatment 
of the seed and sowing. Such an objection would of coiurse 
be a drawback to the treatment. In the case of winter corn 
one can never be sure of sowing directly the seed arrives, or 
even soon after : there is alway»the possibility of being caught 
by the weather. In another series of experiments, however, 
made by Professor Somerville at Oxford, this objection does not 
hold, as the seed, ^so treated in December, was sown on 15th, 
16th, and 17th January, The results were : — 


Treatment apparently advantageous. 


— 

Untreated 

Seed. 

Electrified 

Seed. 

Gain or Loss due to 
Electrolytic Treatment* 

Ca. 2998 Grain 

grams, 

10*6 

grams, 

15*6 

Gain of 47*3 per cent. 

Straw 

'U 

58*9 

.. ax *7 

Ca. 3003 Grain 

13*1 

»a*6 

Straw 

267 

36-4 

>. 36"3 


Treatment apparently ineffective. 


Ca. 300Z Grain 

9*9 

10*2 

Straw 

5X*6 

57'8 

Ca. 3000 Grain 

11*0 

X2*3 

Straw 

53-1 

45*2 

Ca. 2999 Grain 

9 *x 

zo*4 

Straw 
Ca. 2969 Grain 

40*4 

S-6 

39 *x 

7*6 

- Straw 

30-9 

32*9 


None. 

Gain of X3*o per cent. 

.. XI •« „ 

Loss of X 3 'a „ 

Gain of X4’3 » 

Loss df 3 *a „ 

.. XI „ 

-Gain «f- d’5 ■ — - 
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Treatment apparently disadvantageous. 



Untreated 

Electrified 

Gain or Loss due to 


Seed. 

Seed. 

Electrolytic Treatment. 

Ca. 3002 Grain 

12*6 

7*4 

Loss of 38*3 per cent. 

Straw 

53 '6 

42*1 

.. 21-5 „ 


As there were only two pots in each set it is doubtful whether 
differences below 10 per cent, possess any significance. Dif- 
ferences below 5 per cent, are disregarded, as they arc certainly 
within the error of the experiment. 

These results are, perhaps, a little more favourable than those 
obtained at Rothamsted, and they are also more favourable 
than other results obtained at Experimental Stations. They 
do not, however, hold out any particular promise. Of the 
seven different sets, two are apparently distinctly favourable : 
four are doubtful. This, again, is not at all the kind of result 
obtained with manures, and the result agrees with the results 
obtained at Rothamsted in showing that the process, if it has 
any value, belongs to the category of uncertain methods 
of treatment which may or may not succeed in any given 
case. 

rieki Experiments, — As the pot experiments have showm so 
little promise, no field experiments have been made at Rotham- 
sted. Some field experiments have, however, been made at 
the South-Eastern Agricultural College, Wye, during the 
season 1918-19, by Mr. Lindsay Robb, who has furnished 
the following figures showing the yields per acre ; — 


Crop. 


Untreated 

Electrified 

Gain 
due to 


Seed. 

Seed. 

Electrolytic 

Treatment. 

Batley. 



. 

None. 

Grain (saleable) 

bush. 

35*75 

34 75 

(light) . . 

» ■ 

7 

8 

None. 

Straw and chaff 

cwt. 

34 

33 

None. 

Oats (Abundance). 


1 

None. 

Grain (saleable) 

bush. 

38*12 

3^’ ’75 

(light) . . 


9 

7 

None. 

Straw and chaff 

cwt. 

3 <^ 

35 

None. 

Oats (Black Tartarian). 

bush. 


None. 

Grain (saleable) 

33 

34*75 

(light) . . 

,, 

8 

3 

None. 

Straw and chaff 

c>^. 

30 

30*5 i 

None. 


These results are quite in accordance with those of the pot 
experiments. 
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Two other trials with barley gave similar results ; — 


Crop. 

Untreated 

Seed. 

Treated 

Seed. 

Gain 
due to 
Electrolytic 
Treatment. 

Little Snozing (supervision of 
Cambridge University) — 

Head Com 

Tail com 

Cambridge University Farm — 
Crop weight per row . . 

1 

5 coombes 
stone 

5 M 
lb. 

121*5 

94*1 

5 coombes 

4 stone 

121*6 

92*0 

None 

None. 

None. 

None. 

« 


Farmere’ TmIb.— A number of farmers are said to have used 
electrified seeds and to have expressed themselves as satisfied 
with the result. Unfortunately, few actual results are avail- 
able. In two cases weighings have been sent in to the Food 
Production Department. The results are as foUow : — 


Essex — Barley, after Roots fed off with Sheep. 


Crop. 

Untreated 

Seed, 

Electrified 

Seed. 

Percentage Variation 
in Electrified Seed. 

'Barley Grain . . 

467 lb. 1 

^ 21 *3 lb. 

Loss of 54 per cent. 


Hampshire — Wheat : Yield per Plot {20 sq- yd.). 


Heads. 

Untreated 

Seed. 

Electrified 

Seed. 

Percentage Variation 
in Electraed Seed. 

Heads . . 

Straw . . 

14 lb. 4 oz. 

12 lb. 4 oz. 

14 lb. 7 oz. 

13 lb. 14 oz. 

None. 

Gain of X2 per cent. 


In a single trial of this sort it is impossible to lay any stress 
on a difference of 12 per cent. 

The following weighings of the crop harvested in 1918 were 
^nade on farms in Dorsetshire sdected from a list supplied by 
the County Executive Officer. The selection was made and 
the^ weighings earned out by one of the assistants at the 
Umversity College, Reading. The weights may be accepted as 
reliable - 
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Crop. 

Untreated 

Electrified 

Gain or Loss due to 

Seed. 

Seed. 

£lectrol3rtic Treatment* 

'Whtat— 




(x) aHef tur- 
nips fed off 


5 qr. 480 lb. 


Griun 

Straw 

5 qr. 40 lb. 

29 cwt. 32 lb. 

Gain of 1 7 per cent* 

98 

57 cwt. 96 lb. 

(2) after 
swedes fed off 




Grain 

2 qr. 112 lb. 

3 qr. 8 lb. 

Gain of 36 per cent. 

Straw 

27 cwt. 56 lb. 

26 cwt. 8 lb. 

Loss of 5 „ 

Barley — 



(r) 

sweMs fed off 




Grain 

Straw 

4 qr. 88 lb. 

33 cwt. 64 lb. 

6 qr. 92 lb. 

42 cwt. 76 lb. 

Gain of 48 per cent. 

M 27 

(2) after 

wheat 




Grain 

5 qr. 10 lb. 

4 qr. 428 lb. 

Loss of 3 per cent. 

Straw 

34 cwt. 62 lb. 

36 cwt. 68 lb. 

Gain of 6 ,, 

Oats — 

(X) after ] 




swedes fed oft I 




Grain 

3 qr. 232 lb. 

5 qr. 320 lb. 

, Gain of 6i per cent. 

[Straw 
(2) after 

23 cwt. 1041b. 

33 cwt. 64 lb. 

.» *> 

swedes fed oft 




Grain 

4 qr. 316 lb. ! 

7 qr. 128 lb. 

' Gain of 49 ,, 

Straw 

49 cwt. 52 lb. 

44 cwt. 72 lb. 

, Loss of 10 

(3) ajur ley 


Grain 

9 qr. 96 lb. 

10 qr. 

; Gain of 8 per cent. 

Straw 

1 63 cwt. 64 lb. 

67 cwt, 16 lb. 

! 6 

1 


In the above table the weights per qr. are : wheat 504 lb., 
barley 448 lb., and oats 336 lb. 

There is a striking difference between these results, from 
selected farms, and those obtained elsewhere : out of 7 cases 
5 are positive. Two important considerations, however, have 
to be borne in mind. 

I. The 7 cases were not all in which electrified seed was 
used : cases were rejected where there were indications of soil 
or crop irregularities. As we do not know the total munbers 
of successes and failures, it is impossible to say whether or not 
the results agree with those of the pot experiments. Supposing^ 
for example that there had been altogether 18 cases, but that 
the oth^ XI had given negative results, then the proportion of 
successes would have been the same as in the Oxford pot 
experiments. Without knowing the total number of sowings 
-and how many of these gave negative results, it is impossible 
to say what these figures really mean. 

It will be noticed, however, that in all the cases where 
marked successes are recorded the crop has been grown 
•aftor roots fed (^. This is the worst possible treatment for 

3 u 2 
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experimental ground, as the land is left in a condition seriousljr 
lacking in uniformity. Crops taken after wheat or after ley, 
where greater uniformity in soil condition can be attained, 
showed no benefit from the treatment. 

The writer is not, therefore, prepared to admit that these 
figures seriously conflict with the conclusions drawn from the 
pot experiments. 

Seven results were sent in for crops harvested on farms in 
Dorsetshire in 1919. Again the weighings w’ere made by a 
disinterested competent person and may be accepted, and the 
selection of farms was made by him from a list submitted by 
the proprietors. The plots weighed were usually i sq. perch, 
but in two cases they were 2 sq. perches. It is well established 
that single plots will not with certainty reveal differences of 
less than 10 per cent, or 12 per cent. The results are ; — 


Treatment apparently advantageous. 



Untreated [ 

Electrified 

Gain or Los.s due to 

Crop. 

Seed. 1 

i 

Seed. 

Klectroivtic Treatment. 

Wheat — 

i 



(i) Gram, bush. 

51 i 


Gam of 3^ per cent. 

Straw, cwt. 

40 

59 

•. 47 

(2) Gram. bush. 

32 

40 

23 

Straw, cwt. 

20 

20 

None. * 

Oats — 




(3) Grain, bush. 

39 j 

43 

Gain of lo per cent. 

Straw, cwt. 

16 1 

19 

Gain of i8 per cent. 


Treatment apparently ineffective. 


Wheat-^ 




(i) Gram, bush. 

35 i 

39 

Gain of lo per cent. 

Straw, cwt. 

30 

28 

None. 

(2) Grain, bush. 

41 

42 

None. 

Straw, cwt. 

28 

! 27J 1 

None. 

Oats — 1 

(3) Grain, bush. i 

! 

37 I 

1 I 

3 <> 1 

None. 

Straw, cwt. | 

i 

22 

i 

21 J i 

None. 


Treatment apparently disadvantageous. 


Barley — 

(i) Grain, bush. 

43 i ; 

36 

Loss of 1 7 per cent. 

Straw, cwt. 

24 

25 

None. 


Out of 7 cases 3 show no difference, and i a small gain; 

2 show distinct gains and i a distinct loss. These results are 
entirely in accordance with those of the pot experiments ; 
they indicate that the treatment caimot be relied upon to^ 
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give a successful result ; twice or possibly three times out of 
seven times it apparently succeeds ; once out of seven times it 
apparently does harm ; and in the remaining cases it does no 
good. 

PossMMt CmuM of tho 8110000000. — It may be that the successes 
are purely accidental : on the other hand, they may be real, 
and the writer is inclined to think that they are. The process 
consists of three parts : soaking the seed in a solution of certain 
salts, submitting while still in the solution to an electric current, 
then drying at no® F. Now it is well known that kiln-dried 
barley, especially after steeping, will germinate more evenly 
and satisfactorily than will ordinary barley. This is particu- 
larl}/ the case if the barley contains any amount over 14 per cent, 
or 15 per cent, moisture, and it is also true even in a season like 
the present when the moisture content is below the average. 
Professor Stapledon has shown* that drying seed at 100® F. may 
improve its germination, unless germination is already very 
good. Anything that helps germination may be useful on land 
i\’hich has been folded and left in an unfavourable condition. 
It is possible that the drying in the treatment might be 
sufficient to help germination. Apparently in some cases the 
electrified seed made the better start. At Wye the young 
plants from the electrified seed, both of oats and barley, at first 
showed greater ^dgour than those from untreated seed, but the 
superiority soon vanished. This, however, is not usual : at 
Rothamsted no such difference was seen ; in Professor 
Stapledon’s germination tests the treated ^ceds were not quite 
so good as were the untreated. Nevertheless, the occasional 
help to germination derived from one or other parts of the 
treatment may prove of value in certain field conditions, and 
thus lead to a better crop than would otherwise ensue. 

It is impossible to provx' a negative proposition : a few un- 
exceptional positive results outweigh tiny amount of negative 
evidence and would show that the treatment had some merit. 

The failure, however, of electrified seed to givx any increase 
in yield under the carefully controlled conditions of an experi- 
mental station trial shows that the process lacks certainty. 
It cannot be compared in effectiveness with manuring, which 
succeeds nearly every time if properly done, 'fhe writer is not 
prepared on present evidence to say that the process never 
succeeds, but the risk of failure seems so great that the farmer 
should look upon it as an adventure which may or may not 
prove profitable. 


See this Journal, July, I 9 i 9 » P* 364- 
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THE VALUE OF LUPINS IN THE 
CULTIVATION OF POOR LIGHT LAND.* 

A. W. Oldershaw, B.Sc., 

AgriaMurdl Organiser for East Suffolk. 

In various parts of England, especially in East Anglia, there 
are considerable areas of very poor light land, much of which had 
gone out of cultivation before the War owing to the fact that it 
is of poor quality. Land of this type is usually very deficient of 
lime, and in all other necessary plant foods. In many cases 
no grass seeds had been sown, but a natui^ herbage, chiefly 
sorrel and poor grass, was permitted to grow. 

During the War, considerable areas of this light-land " grass ” 
were ploughed up, either voluntarily or at the instance of the 
War Agricultural Committees. In many cases rye was sown on 
the newly ploughed-out grass, usually with a fair measure of 
success, and there can be no doubt that the Nation’s food 
supply was thereby considerably increased, with very little 
expenditure of labour. The question now requiring an answer, 
however, is, how can this land be kept in cultivation, in face of 
a higher cost of production, and every prospect of a falling price 
for rye ? Two alternatives may be noted : (i) the 'land may be 
cultivated, or (2) it may be left in a practically derelict condition, 
as it will not grow an appreciable quantity of grass. 

The writer for some years has had an opportunity of observ- 
ing the effects of the growth of lupins upon poor light land, and 
has come to the conclusion that they possess certain qualities 
which render them of great value to occupiers of this type of 
land. He also believes that their usefulness is not sufficiently 
appreciated in this country. It is hardly necessary to mention 
that lupins, in common with other legmninous crops, assimilate 
the free nitrogen of the air. They are, however, unique, in that 
they produce a luxuriant crop on extremely light land. 

In Suffolk, at the present time, the only variety of lupins 
grown to any extent is the blue lupin. Southworth, in the 
" Cyclopaedia of Modem Agriculture," states that ydlow lupins 
have more succulent stems and larger leaves than the blue 
variety. He tested the two varieties, however, and, on the 
whole, obtained the better results from the blue lupins. The seed 
germinated better, and usually produced a better cr<^. It has 
been stated that the ydlow lu|Hn grows more slowly than the 

* RflsamS of a paper read at tbe British Association (Section M), September, 

19x9. 
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blue variety, so that the seed ripens late and is consequently 
more difficult to save. 

Lupins are grown for seed, for ploughing in green, and for 
folding with sheep. No statistics exist of the area tuider 
lujuns in this country, but there are probably from 1,000 to 
2,000 acres grown annually in East Suffolk. 

Sewiiw.— When grown for seed, lupins are sown at the rate of 
i| to 2 bush, of good seed per acre in April or early May. 
When sown towards the middle of May there is danger, in Suffolk, 
that the seed may not ripen satisfactorily, and in late seasons 
difficulty is experienced in harvesting. Thus, in 1918, lupins 
sown in the middle of May could not be harvested in some cases 
until the middle of November, When the crop is intended for 
seed, the middle of April is probably the most satisfactory time 
for sowing. 

One Suholk grower, who lives near the sea, and whose land is 
therefore not so liable to spring frosts, sows in March, Further 
inland there is considerable danger from frost if sowing takes 
place too early. Lupins sown in April, however, do not often 
suffer from frost in East Suffolk, and when grown for seed it is 
probably better to sow in this month than risk a late harvest by 
postponing sowing imtil the middle of May. If sown in April 
or early May the lupins wiU, in an average season, be ripe by 
the middle of September. 

When grown for ploughing in green, or for folding with sheep, 
the seed may be sown at any time up to the middle of July. 
Usually, however, lupins are sown by the end of June. 

Cutthir. — ^Lupins intended for seed may be cut with the binder 
in the same way as beans. They may also be cut with a side- 
delivery reaper, and harvested loose. The plants hang to- 
gether very well, and this latter method of cutting has the 
advantage of saving string, and of avoiding wear and tear of 
the canvasses of the binder, which are liable to be somewhat 
damaged by the spiny pods of the lupins. 

If^the lupins are tied up, they are shocked in exactly the same 
way as beans. In Schouwen, in Zeeland, near the mouth of 
the Scheldt, Boodt* states that this crop is cut loose, allowed to 
dry partly, and then tied up and stooked, beii^ subsequently 
placed in small stacks — the smaller the better — on a base of 
brushwood. 

From 20 to 30 bush, of seed per acre is an average crop. 
This must be regarded as good, when one considers the t3q)e 
of land upon which lupins are grown. 

* Ttjdsekrifi itr Nti. HridtmeuOschappij, Starch, 1918. 
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GMtnu.— It is worthy of note that Boodt* states that in 
Drente (North Holland) a gravel soil poor in humus and plant 
food is chosen for lupins. This soil in the late summer becomes 
so dry that the lupin plant dies about the middle of August. 
Better land is not suitable in Holland, because, especially in a 
wet summer, the plant continues growing too long, and its seed 
never ripens. In Schouwen, lupins are grown on the poorest 
and worst soils at the foot of the dunes. 


Provided sufficient moisture is present, the plant makes a 
most luxuriant growth, the foliage having a characteristic 
dark-green hue. Even on the poorest of light land the writer 
has often seen a field of lupins one dense mass of green material 
to 4 ft. high. 

In a communication sent to the Royal Agricultural Society, f 
Mr. Thomas Crisp, of Butley, Suffolk, called attention to 
remarkable results he had obtained on poor light land by 
growing lupins. 

Mr. Crisp was sent a sack of blue and a sack of yellow lupin 
seed by Baron von Nathusius of Hundisburgh, Prussia. He 
drilled, in 1858, one bush, of seed per acre on poor blowing 
sand, and in the following 3'ear, from 18 acres under lupins, 
he obtained 50 wagon-loads of sheaves. Mr. Crisp was of the 
opinion that yellow lupins are better for hay. straw, and chaff, 
and that the blue variety is better for seed. 

Baron von Nathusius stated that in Prussia he sowed yellow 
lupins in June, ploughing in green, or folding with sheep. He 
found that the blue lupin makes excellent hay, but is difficult 
to dry. He also stated that the seed of both varieties was 
found to make excellent food for sheep and that the straw and 
chaff was of value for store sheep. He gave the following 
analysis of lupin seed ; — 


Water 

Fatty matter 
Nitrogenous substances 
Starch 
Woody fibre 
Mineral matter 


14-13 percent, 

6-7 .. 

33-36 „ 

26-30 „ 

11-12 „ 

3-4 


In the Journal of the Royal Agricultural Society, 1896, Dr. 
Bernard Dyer gave an account of experiments conducted by 
Dr. Schultz, of Lupitz, Saxony. Dr. Schultz worsted at the 
problem of improving a poor sandy soil, which contained from 
0'i8 too‘26 per cent, of lime, and succeeded in greatly increasing 


* Loc. cit. 


t Jonr. of the Roy. Agrk. Soc., 1859. 




b 



Fig. I. — Blue Lupine (Luptnus luteus) : a. Seed X i|: 

<6. Seedling; h\ Cotyledon; c. ^cond stage of Seedling; d. Third 
stage of Seedling ; Flowering Plant ; e\ Flower x f. 
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its productivity. Lupins were grown, alternating with non- 
leguminous plants, and to the latter, although not to the lupins, 
mineral manures, lime, phosphates and potash were applied. 
Part of a field was treated as a permanent lupin enclosure, 
blue lupins being grown on it continually for 25 years. The 
remaining part of the field was cropped with rye and potatoes. 
At the end of the period there was 0-087 cent, of nitrogen 
in the lupin portion of the field and 0*034 cent, on the portion 
where rye and potatoes were grown. Dr. Schultz estimated 
that a crop of blue lupins would contain as much nitrogen 
as 9 to 15 tons of farmyard manure. In one case, on the Lupitz 
estate, part of a field was planted with lupins which were 
ploughed in green, the lupins being sown after harvesting r3^e. 
Another part of the field was treated with about 8 tons of farm- 
yard manure, and no lupins were grown. Potatoes were planted 
on the whole field next spring, and they gave the following 
results ; — 

Potatoes grown 

Potatoes grown with 8 Tons 

after Lupins Farmyard Manure 

ploughed in. per Acre. 

Depth of penetration of the 

roots . . . . . . 47 in. . . 15 to 17 in. 

\’ield of potatoes per acre . . 9 tons. . . 6 tons. 

In another case at Lupitz, rye was grown after lupins and 
potatoes, with the following results : — 

On poor. 

After Potatoes recently arable 

After Lupins heavily manured Land not 
ploughed in. with having lately 

Artificials. }>orne Lupins. 

Height of rye abo\e 

ground . . . . 47 to 06 in. 27 to 37 in. 20 to 25 in. 

Depth of roots , . 43 in. 20 to 24 in. lO m. 

Yield of grain in bush. 

per Jicre (English) . . 27 bush. 12 bush. 9 1 bush. 

In Suffolk it is found that excellent crops of rye and frequently 
of oats can be grown on extremeh’^ poor, light and somewhat 
acid soil, after lupins which have been either folded green, 
ploughed in, or harvested for seed. One extensive growler, 
Mr. John Goddard, of Tunstall, maintains that lupins and rye 
could be grown on this type of land alternately for an indefinite 
period. Boodt also mentions that in Schouwen, this lupin rye 
rotation is practised successfully. Excellent crops of lupins 
have been observed repeatedly on land which is very poor in 
lime, and on which both sorrel and spurrey grow abundantly. 
Very few Suffolk farmers appear to have applied mineral manures 
to lupins, so that the question of permanently improving the 
fertility of the soil by this means cannot be said to have been 
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investigated properly in this country. The writer, in 1918, was 
instrumental in arranging for the application of a neutral 
phosphate to about 30 acres of lupins on Hinton Hall Farm, 
Suffolk — ^no potash was available owing to the War. An 
excellent crop of lupins resulted, and the land grew a good 
crop of rye in 1919. 

As previously mentioned Boodt* states that in Drente an ap- 
plication of 4 cwt. of basic slag, and 4 cwt. of kainit per acre is 
found suitable as a first dressing, smaller quantities being 
given in subsequent years. If the soil is poor in potash more 
kainit should be given, as lupins greatly need potash. Boodt 
states that when lupins are sown for the first time in Holland, 
the soil requires inoculation at the rate of about 4 loads of 
soil, in which lupins have previously grown, per acre. This 
practice does not appear to have been adopted in East Anglia, 
and on land which has not so far as it is known grown lupins 
before, excellent crops have resulted without inoculation. 

In Suffolk, as already stated, lupins are either ploughed in 
green, folded with sheep, or the seed is harvested. 

During the past season (1919) the writer has seen excellent 
crops of rye grown after lupins ploughed in, on poor, light, 
sandy land adjoining the heath. 

The experience of a few fanners in the cultivafion of lupins 
may be given : — 

Mr. A. M. Rope, of Leiston, Suffolk, states that he ploughed up very 
poor land, which bad been abandoned for some years, in May or Jane, 
that he drilled lupins across the furrows, and obtained a good heavy 
crop and excellent rye afterwards. He has now a second crop of rye, 
looking fairly well, on the land . He agrees that one may grow lupins and 
rye alternately for some years until the land becomes too full of 
couch. The land in question is too poor for turnips to be grown fit for 
feeding to sheep. 

Mr. Rope has never sown lupins so late as August, but be t hink s that 
if sown in this month they might answer for ploughiii^ in green provided 
the seed be cheap. He has often sown in June or July, after folding rye 
or vetches, or after working the land to clean it of couch grass. The 
heavy smothering crop of lupins which follows helps to keep the land, 
clean. Mr. Rope finds that folding a good crop of lupins leaves the land, 
in very good heart for a crop of rye. He considers that lupins will grow 
quite well where, owing to the absence of lime, the land is definitely 
acid. 

Opinions are divided as to whether, from the standpoint of tha 
succeeding crop, it is best to harvest the lupins for seed, to plough them 
in green, or to fold them with she^. Mr. J. R. Grimsey, of Leiston, and 
Mr. F. W. C. Chartres, of Willingham, Beocles, both with extensive 
experience of lupin growing, consider timt the bf^ results are likdiy ta 
be'obtained when the seed is harvested. Mr. John Goddard, of TunstaU, 


* Loc. cit. 
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another large grower, considers that it does not matter very much 
whether the crop is ploughed in green, folded or harvested. Mr. A. M. 
Rope, of Leiston, favours folding, but he has never ploughed in lupins 
green. Mr. H. P. Sheet, of Blaxhall, strongly favours ploughing in 
green, as compared with other methods, the lupins being drawn under 
the soil by means of a chain. Mr. Sheet is a great believer in ploughing 
in green leguminous crops as a means of improving poor, light land. 
He finds that comparatively little benefit to the succeeding crops 
results from the manure made by sheep on light land when the weather 
^ s hot, especially during July and August. 

During the summer of 1919 the writer inspected two fields near 
Martlesham Heath, owned by Mr. £. G. Pretyman, M.P. On the first 
field, near the Heath, the lupins were ploughed in, whilst on the second 
they were harvested. The rye on the latter field was not nearly so 
good as that on the former field. 

The question as to which proceeding is best to adopt — plough- 
ing in green, folding, or harvesting — is one which requires further 
investigation. When a ready market exists for the seed, 
harvesting is almost certain to give the best financial results. 
In many cases, however, the land may require cleaning, or it 
may be occupied by another crop, so that it is impossible to 
sow the lupins early enough for the seed to ripen. In such 
cases folding or ploughing in green may be relied upon to im- 
prove the land considerably. 

Compoaltlon of Luplno. - Very few British anah'ses are 
available. Those given by Kellner indicate that in composi- 
tion green lupins resemble green vetches, but have a somewhat 
larger proportion of woody fibre. The grain of blue lupins 
contains a somewhat larger proportion of albuminoids (29 per 
cent.) than do beans, which only contain 25 per cent, of albumi- 
noids. The fat content is higher than in beans, being 6 per 
cent, as against i’5 per cent, in the latter. The starch equiva- 
lent is also slightly higher in the case of lupins than in beans. 

Um for Foodliiff Purpoooo. — One of the difficulties in the 
past, in connection with the growing of lupins for seed, has 
been the disposal of the seed produced. The demand for the 
seed is limited, and hitherto no very satisfactory method of 
utilising it as cattle food has been found. Mr. John Goddard 
feeds it to sheep — J bush, of lupin seed daily per 100 
sheep — i.e., about J lb. each. This, in his experience, is the 
extreme quantity which can be fed safely. More than this causes 
paralysis. The grain is bitter, and is refused by other stock. 

Mr. Goddard does not use lupins for pregnant ewes, nor does 
he consider them suitable for feeding to these animals. 

Mr. Rope, of Leiston, has fed lupin seed to sheep, but would 
not venture to feed more than J lb. per head daily. 
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Many flockmasters in Suffolk find lupins very useful for fold- 
ing purposes. Sheep do well on them, especially when the 
seed is beginning to form in the pods, but before it gets hard. 
If the lupins are sown in June, the pods remain on until Decem- 
ber, and are good feed for sheep, even when the plant is nearly 
black. The animals, however, take some time to get accus- 
tomed to the bitter flavour, and one should always begin 
gradually the feeding of lupins. Sheep also require a run on 
rough grass or on the heath daily, returning to the fold at 
night. 

Poatibto Poltonoua PropartiM of Lupins. — Considerable care 
must be taken in folding lupins, to prevent the animals from 
eating too large a quantity at once, or a heavy mortality ma\' 
occur. Kellner’*' states that fodder from lupins always has a 
heating effect, and in some years all parts of the plant contain 
a deadly poison. This poison, he states, is a protein-like sub- 
stance, probably due to the action of some fungus, which, 
favoured by the weather, migrates to the plant. He recom- 
mends feeding the lupins to a rabbit or similar animal in order 
to judge whether the material is safe. Steaming for four nr 
five hours under a pressure of 60--80 lb. per square inch is, he 
states, necessary to destroy the poisonous properties. 

The writer has been unable to trace any instance, in Suffolk, 
of serious poisoning from feeding green lupins. IMost flock - 
masters using them fold with confidence, provided ('ertain 
precautions are taken. Kellner appears to over-emphahi.se 
the danger of poisoning.. At the same time there can bo no 
doubt that some danger exists and that great care is necessary. 
If, however, lupins are mixed with other plants, such as tarts 
and oats, the danger is small. 

Whilst chemists have shown the presence of poisonous 
alkaloids in lupins, the losses to .stock in Northern (iermany in 
consequence of feeding lupins have been considered by certain 
investigators (Kuhn, Roloff, Arnold and Lemke, Arnold and 
Schneidemuhl, Damman), as due, not to the alkaloids, but to 
a hypothetical substance, known as ictrogen. 

An investigation by Dr. Sellmanf showed the presence of 
alkaloids in American lupins, and pointed to the probability 
that most, if not all, of the poisoning of live stock in America 
by lupins, was due to these alkaloids, and not to ictrogen. These 

♦ Kellner, O., The Scientific Feeding of Animals, p. 165. Trs. W. Goodwin. 

t Lupins as Poisonous Plants, Marsh, C, D,, Clawson, A, B., and Marsh, 
Jiadleigh, U.S. Dept, of Agric., Bull. No. 405, Washington, 5th December, 
1916. 
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alkaloids are toxic, or fatal, if a sufficient quantity of the plant 
is consumed, but they are harmless if the consumption is below 
a certain limit ; up to this point the lupins may be a useful food 
if precautions are taken that the limit is not exceeded. The 
alkaloids can also be largely removed by leaching with water. 
The author states that the actual cause of death when it occurs 
from lupin poisoning is paralysis of respiration. In the treat- 
ment of lupin poisoning, good results were obtained from 
potassium permanganate and from tea. All parts of the lupin 
plant examined were found to be poisonous, the seed being 
most toxic. The investigation showed that the toxic sub- 
stance is excreted by the kidne}"^, and that the intoxication 
is not cumulative. 

Animals may eat comparatively large quantities with no evil 
results if the toxic limit is not reached at any one time. Poison* 
ing can be avoided by careful handling of the flocks, and by 
special care being taken to sec that hungry sheep are not 
grazed on fields where there is much lupin. 

These latter observations agree with the experience of Suffolk flock- 
majsterh. Thus Mr. A. M. Rope, of IvCi&ton, who has had extensive 
experience of folding lupins, states that he has never lost any sheep 
through lupin poisoning. He finds, however, that it is important to 
begin folding lupins gradually, especially if much seed be present in the 
green pcxis. If feeding be not begun gradually, the sheep become 
paralysed. He considers that it is important not to put hungry sheep 
on lupins, and that the sheep are not so liable to “ blow," or become 
distended with wind, on lupins as on colew orts, or on a clover-ley. 
^Ir. Rope is not in the least afniid of poisoning w’hen folding lupins. 

^Ir. H. ITilcher, of Ha/lewood Hall, considers that it does not matter 
very much whether the lupins are in the late- flowering stage or in the 
pod when folded, but Ins shepherd prefers a few pods. Sheep on his 
farm have often become paralysed through eating lupins, but they have 
always recovered. He finds that sheep must not be allowed to feed on 
lupins for long at a time, but that it is better to give them a short time 
on the fold at first , and gradually to extend the time. Mr. J ohn Goddard, 
of Tunstall, finds that sheep become very fond of lupins, and unless care 
IS exercised, they eat too much. 

^Ir. John Goddard sows a mixture of oats, tares and lupins. An 
excellent crop of similar mixture, with a few colew'orts added, was seen 
by the writer on Mr. H. Fulcher's farm, on a field recently reclaimed 
from the heath. When a mixture of this kind is fed, it would appear 
that practically all danger of lupin poisoning disappears, as the sheep 
cannot eat enough lupins at once to cause trouble. 

Mr. H. P. Skeet finds that a mixture of lupins, oats, and coleworts 
makes an excellent fold for lambs. He does not consider it desirable 
to fold pregnant ewes on lupins as the lupins are heating, and trouble 
at lambing time from sore teats and bad feet is likely to ensue.' 
When fed to sheep in the summer, Mr. Skeet considers that lupins help 
to expel intestinal worms. As far as the writer is aware, the only farm. 
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a nimala wbich are fed with lupins, in Sufiolk, are sbe^. Rabbits and 
hares bite them ofi. but do not eat them to any extent when green. 
They are very fond of them when in the stack, however, and will visit 
a stack regularly for the purpose of feeding. 

The safest plan when feeding lupitis to sheep is to ensure that 
lupins form only a portion of the diet, allowing the animals a 
good feed of some other material daily, and that they do not 
eat too many lupins at once. Sheep cannot live satisfactorily 
on lupins alone. 

Lupin May and Sllagra.— The writei' is not aware of any case 
in which lupins have been made into silage in this country, but 
they seem very promising material for that pmpose. It is, 
however, hoped to investigate the matter. Kellner gives several 
analyses of lupin silage and lupin hay. No case has been 
observed by the writer, however, where hay has been made from 
lupins in this country :^as already stated, lupins are dried with 
some^difficulty. 

RwiHmu of Poloonouo fProportloo.— ' Boodt* has describedra 
method for removing the poisonous substance contained in 
lupins. A vat is half-filled with lupins and water is then poured 
in up to the brim, the whole being left to stand for 24 hours. 
The lupins are then placed in another vat full of fresh water, 
boiled for 3 hours and left to cool for 12 hours. They are again 
removed to another vat containing fresh water, where they 
remain for a further 12 hours, when they are crushed. Boodt 
admits that this process is not very rapid, but points out that 
it is necessary to proceed cautiously in order to avoid the 
slightest trouUe on feeding. After crushing, the lupins are 
mixed with finely-chaffed oat-straw, and the mixture forms an 
excellent food for cattle. 

In Schouwen lupin grain is stated to be fed to horses, with 
the straw, without any soaking or other treatment. 

' It occurs to the writer that if some method of soaking and 
crushing such as that outlined above were found successful in 
eliminating the poisonous properties of lupins, the resulting 
product might very well be dried and placed on the market as a 
cooked crushed food, as is extensively done in the case of cooked 
flaked maize. The matter is of considerable importance, for 
lupins, if grown for seed for which a ready market existed, 
might easily take the place on light land which beans occupy 
on heavy land. They are easily grown, give excellent crops, 
with little or no manure, and, on the light land for which they 
are suited, exercise a marvellous effect upon the succeeding'crop. 


^ Loc. CM. 
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The last characteristic is doubtless due to the large quantity 
of nitrogen which they accumulate from the air, and to their 
extensive root system which opens up the soil to less strongly- 
rooted plants. The question of the commercial utilisation of 
lupin seed, however, has not yet, as far as the writer is aware, 
been investigated in this country. 

OonohMieii. — ^After a consideration of all the facts observed 
in the cultivation of lupins the writer has come to the conclusion 
that their value as a means of improving and reclaiming poor 
light land is not yet sufficiently appreciated in this country. 
The effect of a crop of lupins upon the succeeding crop is 
really astonishing. Lupins grow with surprising luxuriance 
upon poor, blowing sand, which will grow practicaUy nothing 
else but rye. The high cost of cultivation is causing farmers 
to consider carefully what proportion of their land it will pay 
them to cultivate. It is, therefore, of the greatest importance 
that any crop which seems to possess properties which make 
its cultivation on certain soils especially suitable should be 
carefully studied, and the results obtained from its cultivation 
made known as widely as possible. 

In conclusion, the writer wishes to express his indebtedness 
to the gentlemen mentioned in this paper, for the very valuable 
information they have so kindly given him, and also to Mr. 
Fred Smith, of Woodbridge, who has kindly read through this 
article. Mr. Smith has had extensive experience with lupins, 
and has expressed his agreement with the general conclusions 
arrived at. 
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THE FOOD OF THE NIGHTJAR 

(Caprimulgus europaus, Linn^). 

Walter E. Collinge, D.Sc., F.L.S., 

University of St. Andrews. 

The Nightjar, known more commonly also as the Fern Owl,. 
( hum Owl, Night Hawk, Spinner, Wheel-bird, and by the 
absurd name of (ioatsucker, is a summer visitant to this country. 
It arrives from its African winter retreat usually about the 
first or second week in May, and departs, as a rule, about the 
middle of September, though both earlier appearances and 
later departures are known. 

Like many other crepuscular and nocturnal animals, this 
bird is regarded with a large amount of suspicion, and many 
superstitions are associated with it. In some parts of the 
country it is still believed to be a hawk, and a foe to the poultry 
yard and to young game birds. 

Writing of this bird in 1908, Archibald* states, " it is un- 
fortunate that some unwise person once gave the name of Night 
Hawk to this species ; the designation has been quite enough 
to cause unintelligent game-preservers, by no means a limited 
class, to destroy these delightful birds. A glance at their soft 
biUs and feeble feet renders the idea that they take game as 
ridiculous as the fable that they suck the milli of cows and 
goats.” 

In both Warwickshire and Yorkshire the writer has seen 
specimens nailed up in the ” gamekeeper’s museum.” More- 
over, we have a considerable amount of evidence to show that 
during the past twenty years this bird has seriously diminished 
in numbers, no longer occurring in localities w'here it was once 
common. This is most unfortunate, for there are few birds 
which are more harmless, or which render better service to^ 
the farmer and the fruit grower. 

As the Nightjar lays only two eggs, its increase is not rapid, 
even supposing that in some parts of the country there are two- 
broods. 

Practically every writer on ornithology during the last fifty 
years has endeavoured to dispel the absurd superstitions that 
have been associated with this very beneficial bird. All are 
agreed upon the nature of its food, but hitherto we have not 
possessed any exact and detailed information as to the actual 
food items or the percentages of such items, and these are now 
offered in the hope that th e Nightjar wall be more carefully 
• Jour. Roy. Agnc. Soc., 1908, Vol. 68, p. 9. 
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preserved and more strictly protected by the agricultural 
community. 

For the purpose of this investigation the writer has not deemed 
it necessary or desirable to destroy a large series of specimens 
in order to obtain a truer estimate of the food. Examples 
have been obtained from seven widely separated localities, 
and an average of two specimens per month has been examined 
for the months of May to September, as shown below : — 


Locality. 

May. 

June. 

July. 

Aug. 

Sept. 

\ 

Oct. 

Totals. 

I 

I 

2 

. 

2 

2 

- ! 

. — 

9 

2 

— 

2 

2 

2 

2 ! 

I 

9 

3 

I 

2 

2 

2 

2 

— 

9 

4 

I 

2 


2 

2 1 

— 

9 

5 

I 

2 

2 

2 

2 ' 

— 

9 

6 

I 

2 

2 

2 

2 

— 

9 

7 ! 

— 

' 2 

2 

2 

* 1 

I 

8 

Totals 

5 

14 

; 

14 

14 

13 

2 

62 


The whole of the food found in these 62 specimens consisted 
of animal matter, and this was entirely of an insectivorous 
nature. So far as the writer has been able to ascertain, by 
careful and continued observation extending over a number 
of years, practically the whole of the food is taken whilst the 
Nightjar is on the wing. 

The various items found in the stomachs of the 62 specimens 
were as follow : — 

Per cent. 


Ghost Moth {Hepialus humuli, L.) . . . . . . 13 ‘5 

Garden Swift Moth [Hepialus lupulinus, L.) . . 2 *5 

Winter Moth (Cheimatobia brumata, L.) . . . . i *5 

Cabbage Moth (Mamestra bvassico, L.) . . . . r *5 

Turnip Dart Moth (A gratis segetum, Sdi.) . . . . 2*5 

Heart and Dart Moth (Agrotis exclamaXionis, L.) . . 5*5 

Great Yellow Underwing (Triphesna pronuha, L.) . . 3*5 

Remains of Moths (not identifiable) .. .. .. 18*5 

CocVchaiev [Melolontha xmlgaris^Tdibr,) .. .. 105 

May Beetle (Phyllopertha horticola, L.) . . . . 5*o 

June Chafer [Rhizotrogus solstiiiaHs, L.) . . . . 4 ’5 

Dung Beetles [Geotrupes sp.) . . . . . . • . 1*5 

Remains of B^tles (not identifiable) . . . . . . 16*5 

Crane Fly (Tipula oleracea, L.) . . . . . . 5 '5 

Remains of other Dipterous Flies . . . . . . 7*5 


100 'O 

A summary of these figures shows that of the total bulk of 
food consumed from May to September 88 per cent, consists 

3 X 
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of insects harmful to agriculture, while 12 per cent, consists of 
insects of a neutral character (see Figure). 

Little need be said as to the harmful insects. All are common 
and widely distributed species, and amongst the most injurious 
pests with which the farmer and fruit-grower havj to contend. 
Some, e.g., the Cockchafer, May Beetle, and June Chafer, are 
exceed ngly difficult to deal with, especially when attacking 
a large acreage of crops, and were it not for the good offices 
of the Nightjar and a few other wild birds there is little doubt 
but that the losses occasioned by these insects would be of a 
very serious nature. 



The actual number of insects destroyed is very difficult to 
^timate, but it may be of interest to cite the stomach contents 
in a few cases. In one bird, shot in the early morning in July, 
remains of 15 June Chafers, 67 Garden Swift Moths, 40 Turnip 
Dart Moths, and 8 Great Yellow Underwing Moths were present 
in the stomach. In a specimen shot in August, about 10 p.ni., 
the stomach contained remains of 163 Crane Flies, in additioii. 
to fragments of numerous moths and beetles* 
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From long observation of the Nightjar and its habits we 
believe that it is very uncommon for this bird to feed during 
the day-time, although a few instances of day-time feeding 
are on record ; nevertheless, the amount of food it takes from 
sunset to sunrise must be considerable. Digestion, we know, 
is fairly rapid, but in all the 62 birds examined there was only 
one of which the stomach was about three-quarters full ; in the 
remainii^ 61 obtained between the hours of 10 p.m. and 4 a.m. 
the stomach was tightly packed with food only recently taken 
and the remains of food previously obtained. 

In view of the very beneficial nature of this bird’s work, 
farmers would do well for the general good and their own interest 
to use their utmost efforts to protect and preserve it. 

As far as any future legislation is concerned, the Nightjar, 
and its eggs, should be protected during the whole of its 
residence in this country. 


THE WARBLE FLY. 

Every farmer is familiar with the barrel-shaped maggots 
that are often to be foimd in large numbers from January 
until May just under the skin on the backs of cattle. These 
maggots are the grubs of the warble fly. \^Tien present in 
large nmnbers they are the cause of enormous loss to farmers, 
much greater than is commonly realised. At a low estimate 
the aimual loss in damaged hides alone is put at upwards of 
;£500 ,ooo. ThiS( however, is not the only damage they do. 
The butcher often finds the flesh beneath the “ warbled ” areas 
so altered by the inflammation set up that the beef is what 
is known as “ licked ” and is useless for human food. 

Although the maggots are the chief culprits, the adult flies 
are by no means free from blame. When flying round on the 
lookout for a suitable place to lay their eggs they frighten the 
cattle, which rush about the field with their tails in the air. 
This “ gadding ” often causes the animals to lose condition and 
decreases the 3neld of milk in cows. 

kimm et wariM raM — There are two kinds of warble flies in 
this country; both are much like small bumble bees in 
appearance and fly in bright sunshine with a “ hum ” distinct 
but not loud. The larger warble fly, known scientifically as 
Hypodmna bovis, and generally more common, has whitish 
hairs over the front of the body and lemon yellow hairs at the 
tail, while the smaller kind, H. Uneata, has the front region 
largely bare of hairs and a bright oiailge tuft at the tail. 

3x2 
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DMoriptkm and Ufa of tho Foot — ^The egg-laying season lasts 
from May until September, the smaller fly appearing first, and 
the larger one or two months later. As may be seen from Fig. i, 
the eggs are of a rather curious shape. They are about one- 
twelfth of an inch long and each one has a grooved base by 
which it is attached to the hair of the animal. The eggs are 
laid by the female chiefly on the hind legs of the animal attacked 
and usually just below the heel joint or hock, more rarely on 
the flanks, and apparently never on the back. The larger fly, 
H. bovis, lays her eggs singly near the base of a hair, but the 
smaller one, H. lineata, places them in a row of seven or more 
half-way up a hair. 

In four or five days the Uttle maggots are hatched and at 
once enter the skin close to where the eggs were laid. At this 
stage the maggot is only one-thirtieth of an inch long, but it 
has relatively very strong sharp jaws and spines. Having 
bored into the skin the tiny maggots spend some time wandering 
through the system of the animal until they finally reach the 
wall of the gullet in which they are found embedded from 
September to January. Ihey are now in the second stage, 
somewhat narrow and cylindrical, with feeble jaws and very 
few spines. After several months’ residence in the gullet wall 
the maggots continue their wanderings and b,egin to appear 
imder the skin on the back of the animal, sometimes as early as 
November and December, but much more frequently from 
January onwards. Here they enter upon the third stage of 
their existence ; they become larger, thicker, and more spiny 
(Fig. 2). Each maggot lies in a small swelling, feeds on the 
fluid which arises from the animal’s inflamed flesh, and breathes 
through a hole that is bored through the skin, the air openings 
at the maggot’s tail end being inunediately under this hole. 

In late winter or early spring most of the maggots become 
fully grown and afterwards work their way out through the 
holes in the skin and fall to the ground. They have a large 
number of tiny sharp spines arranged in rows on their bodies, 
and these spines help their movements. Falling to the ground 
the maggot undergoes a change, its outer coat becomes hard, 
firm, and dark in colour (Fig. 3) ; for six weeks or so it remains 
motioivless among the grass, or under a stone or clod, the insect 
being now in its resting or pupal stage. Then a round lid splits 
off from the front end and the fly comes out. 

How to Dootroy tho Pott — ^There is no evidence that the 
various washes and smears conunonly recommended for use in 
summer are of any value in preventing flies from laying their 
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eggs on the cattle. Some protection may, however, be affordea 
by giving the cattle access to shade and water in which they 
can stand, and it is worth remembering that yearling and two- 
year-old bullocks and heifers are more subject to warble fly 
attack than young calves, and calves more than milch cows. 

The most effectual method of exterminating the insects at 
present known is to squeeze out and destroy the ripe maggots, 
beginning early in May and continuing during June, July and 
August. Where several maggots are removed from a small 
area of skin, it is advisable to apply carbolic oil. Several types 
of “ dip ” and “ smear ” are of some value in killing warble 
maggots, but none is yet known to be so certainly deadly in its 
ellect on the maggots, and at the same time harmless to the 
cattle, as to warrant its general recommendation as an 
alternative to the more troublesome but effective squeezing 
out operation, and it is the latter which is recommended for the 
present. 

An appeal is made to cattle owners in their own interests to 
kill as many warble maggots as they possibly can, and not only 
to destroy the pest themselves, but to persuade neighbouring 
farmers to do the same, for unless the practice is general over 
wide areas the results will be disappointing. 

Farmers do not seem to realise that they are themselves 
bearing a high proportion of the immense loss occasioned by 
warbles, as they arc every year getting lower prices for their 
cattle than they would command if warbles were exterminated 
or even greatly reduced in number. Warbles are certainly 
troublesome pests to deal with, but if all farmers would, for any 
two or three years, take the necessary steps, there is no reason 
why the insects should not be almost exterminated. The 
higher prices which would then be obtained per beast would 
compensate many times over for the trouble taken in eradi- 
cating the pest. 

(This Article is also issued as a Leaflet, known as A. 3^2/1. 
Copies may he obtained free of charge and post free on application 
to the Secretary, Ministry of Agriculture and Fisheries, 3, St. 
James’s Square, London, S.W. i. Letters of application so 
addressed need not be stamped.) 
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“STRIPE” DISEASE OF TOMATOES.* 

S. G. Paine, 

Lecturer in the Department of Plant Physiology and Pathology, 
Imperial College, London, 

AND 

W. F, Bewley, 

Mycologist, Experimental and Research Station, Cheshunt, Herts. 

The disease known as " Stripe '' is of common occurrence in 
nurseries in this country, and at times it causes the grower 
considerable losses. During the early part of 1919 about 
25 per cent, of the crop obtained from the experimdhtal houses 
at the Cheshunt Station was so badly affected that it could be 
sold only as “ seconds.” ” Stripe ” disease has been known to 
cause complete loss of the crop in badly-infected houses. In 
1910 some examples of plants attacked by this disease were 
received at Kew from two localities where it was stated to be 
present in epidemic form. Though stripe is mainly a disease 
of the forcing house, it has been observed in a garden where 
plants were grown in a position facing south and sheltered by 
a high wall. A similar disease, which is believed to be identical 
with stripe, has been reported from the United States and 
Canada, and was once found in the neighbourhood of Toronto 
on field tomatoes, of which about i per cent, were affected. 

DeMrlptlon, — ^The symptoms of the disease are well marked ; 
the main features are brown stripes on the stems, brown, sunken 
patches on the fruit, and brown, shrivelled areas on the leaves. 
The stem stripes or ” blazes ” may occur at intervals along the 
stem or, in bad cases, may be so munerous that no region of the 
stem is free from them ; they vary from small, brown spots to 
long, sunken furrows, which often extend from the base of one 
leaf to the node below. The fruit " spots ” are irregular sunken 
blotches of a light or dark brown colour scattered promis- 
cuously over the surface of the fruit. The affected leaves at 
first show light yellow patches between the veins, which turn 
brown later and spread so that laiige areas are reduced to a dry, 
shrivelled condition, causing considerable distortion of the 
leaves. 

The disease frequently occurs in the seed-bed, producing 
rapid destruction of the plants, and necessitating fresh sowings. 
Most commonly the disease does not show itself until the tops 

* This acconnt of the disease is an abbreviation of an article shortly to 
appear in the Annals of Applied Biology, Vol, VI., in which the disease and 
Its causal organism are to be folly described. 
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are allowed to develop, although it is not unusual to find the 
disease in the spring when the first pickings are being made. 

The plants are generally attacked underground, the causal 
organism being introduced into the cortex of the root or stem 
through wounds caused by biting insects. The aerial parts of 
the plants are likewise subject to infection through insect bites, 
and also by the organism being carried on to them by the 
pruning knife. 

The organism travels through the stem in the parts of the 
pith adjacent to the vascular bundles, and is rarely to be 
found in the wood elements themselves. From the pith the 
disease passes by way of the medullary rays to the cortex, 
forming lesions in the outer cells and causing the simken 
furrows to be formed at the surface. The attacked tissue 
becomes stained a dark brown colour and, on cutting the stem 
or petiole, the diseased patches can at once be recognised by 
the naked eye. The orgairism enters the fruit through the 
stalk and finds its way to the outside by channels which, 
when the fruit is cut open, can often be seen as narrow-brown 
streaks in the neighbourhotjd of the vascular bundles ; in the 
same way the seed may become infected or, if not actually 
infected, since it has often been found in the loculus, the 
organism may be dried upon the seed coat so that on germi- 
nation the young seedling may become infected. 

The causal organism is a sraaU, yellow bacillus closely related 
to, if not identical with, Bacillus lathy ri (Manns and Taubenhaush 
w'hich causes a very similar disease in the sweet pea. 

Varieties of tomatoes differ markedly in tlieir susceptibility 
to the attack of this organism ; “ Kondine Red ” and “ Comet ' 
were found to be much more affected than " Ailsa Craig ” w’hen 
grown on the same soil and under the same conditions, 
(ienerally, those varieties which show rapid, soft growth in the 
early stages are the most susceptible. 

Manurial treatment has considerable influence upon the 
susceptibility of the plants. As has been frequently shown in 
connection with other diseases, excessive nitrogen and a lack of 
potash in the fertiliser tend to lower the resistance of the plant 
to the invasion of the parasite. The effect of too much 
nitrogen can be largely counteracted by an increase in the 
amotmt of potash. 

rrawntlw ami RMiwdial MMWirM.— i. Bacteria have been 
isolated from the loculi of tomatoes which before cutting 
showed very little sign of disease ; hence, owing to the difficulty 
expraienced in thoroughly removing the glairy coating from 
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the seed, it is highly probable that bacteria would become held 
in this substance as it dried round the seed, and on being 
released during germination would endanger the crop. Seed 
obtained from fruit grown in an infected area should not, 
therefore, Jbe used. 

2. The selection of a resistant variety should be aimed at. 

3. Sterilisation of the soil by heat should be practised where 
an attack has occurred. 

4. Excessive nitrogen and a deficiency of potash in the 
fertiliser should be avoided. 

5. Special care in pruning should be exercised * where the 
presence of the disease has been observed. While pruning an 
affected plant, and especially before passing from such a plant 
to its hecdthy neighboiuB, the pruning knife should be sterilised 
by wiping the blade with a cloth soaked in 2 per cent. 15^0! or 
some similar disinfectant. The prunings from an affected 
plant should be carefully collected and burnt. 

6. In cases where infection has occurred on the upper part of 
a plant, removal of the attacked stem and the development of 
a lateral shoot will often lead to complete recovery and to a 
clean crop of fruit. 

7. When plants in the early stages of growth are badly 
infected, further extension of the disease can be checked by so 
altering the conditions of heat and damping as to favour more 
hardy development. Under such treatment plants have been 
know to “ grow out of ” the disease, and to yield a crop of 
sound fruit. 


Home-Orown 

Sugar.* 


The following Note has been communicated to the Ministry 
by Mr. Alfred Wood, Secretary of the British Sugar Beet 
Growers’ Society, Ltd. : — 

The work which th^' British Sugar Beet 
Growers' Society has been conducting at 
Kelhani, near Newark, is now approaching a critical stage in 
its history. A Company is about to be formed for the purpose 
of carrying out at that place an experiment in sugar production 
on commercial lines. The public are now to be asked to take 
a part in this great work, since, owing to the recent severe re- 
duction in their sugar allowance, they are thinking and talking 
a great deal about the position of the country with regard to 

• See articles on cultivation of Sugar Beet in this Jownal for January, 
1911, p. 793, Fe^ary, 1915, pp. 969 and 988, June, 1915, p. 210, November, 
* 9 * 5 , P* 750, March, 1916, p. 1210. 
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this important commodity. The capital of the Company is 
to be nominally £1,000,000 sterling, but only half of this is to 
be issued, and of this half the sum of £250,000 is to be taken 
up by the Government and £250,000 by the general public. 
For 10 years the £250,000 to be taken up by the Government 
will not rank for dividend until a 5 percent, dividend upon the 
public capital has been provided for, and in no circumstances 
can the interest on the Government shares exceed 5 per cent. 
The dividend upon the public capital will be guaranteed by 
the Government for 10 years at 5 per cent. 

It will be seen, therefore, that the Government are taking a 
very practical share in the work of establishing a sugar industry 
in England. The Company about to be formed will be exclu- 
sively British in capital and control An important point is 
the fiscal advantage which home-grown sugar enjoys over 
foieign imported sugar under the Finance Act of 1919. This 
advantage is very considerable. The home-grown article 
has a -preference of more than £6 .:|s. per ton over the im- 
ported foreign article, and of nearly £i 19s. per ton over the 
very small amount of sugar which we receive from our 
I )ominions and Dependencies. The price of sugar, even allowing 
for a heavy fall in the market, seems likely to remain high 
enough to justify a good price to the farmer for his roots, 
a satisfactory wage to the w’orkor in field and factory, and a 
remunerative interest on the invested capital. The conditions 
are, therefore, all favourable, and the “ infant industry’ ” at 
Kelham will .see the light in circumstances which ought to 
ensure to it a vigorous childhood and a long and prosperous 
life. 

It is, perhaps, not generally known that England nearly 
the largest consumer of sugar in the world. Even on the 
prices ruling before the War we consumed in the United 
Kingdom £25,000,000 woith of sugar every year. This is an 
immense market, and it is a pity that England should so long 
have dispensed with the soci<d, economic and industrial benefits 
of this great and always increasing demand. 

The first business of the new Company, when the capital has 
been contributed, will be to erect a factory at Newark on the 
estate at Kelham, not far from the Board’s Land Settlement 
Colony. This factory will be placed on a site exceptionally 
favoured with transport facilities by river, road and rail. 

Another important task before the Company will be to secure 
a sufficient acreage under sugar beet in the neighbourhood 
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of Newark to supply the factory with the sugar beets necessary 
for its full operation. 

In conjunction with the Board of Agriculture, the Society 
has been preparing its estate at Kelham with a view to th(! 
cultivation of beet. The estate will serve as a central demon- 
stration farm for local farmers. Even a single factory should 
bring manifold advantages to the neighbourhood in which 
it is placed, providing employment in summer in the fields and 
in winter in extracting and refining sugar, while it should create 
subsidiary industries and stimulate those already existing. 
The factory cannot be ready and the beets available during the 
present year. The opening campaign falls in the- year 1921, 
by which time all the preparations should be complete. 

It is hoped that the Kelham enterprise will prepare the way 
for many similar undertakings throughout the country, by pro- 
viding an interesting and instructive object lesson in the 
methods of running a great sugar business. The promoters 
of the Kelham scheme include many agriculturists of estab- 
lished national reputation, the Chairman of the Committee 
of Management of the British Sugar Beet Growers’ Society 
being Sir Bcville Stanier, Bt., M.P. The Committee includes 
such members as Lord Selborne, Lord Bledi^loe and the Hon. 
Edward G. Strutt. 


It is perhaps necessary to explain for the benefit of those 
w'ho do not live in a district where the system is practised 
that the word “ stetch " is the term for 
The Fowler Self-Lift a narrow strip of ploughed land separated 
Stetch Plough. by an open or dead furrow from the strip 
on either side. In the stetch the furrows 
all turn to the centre, half the furrows being from the right and 
half from the left. It will be clear that by continuing this 
process the open or dead furrows separating the stetches will 
be approximately double the wddth of an ordinary furrow. 
This method of ploughing is commonly practised on heavy land 
in the Eastern Counties for the purpose of carrying off surface 
water from such crops as winter wheat, oats and beans. In 
many cases stetches are made the same width as the com drill 
and cultivator so that the horses can walk in the open furrow 
and obviate any treading or puddling of the seed bed. 

Stetches vary in width in differeht parts of the country, but 
in Essex the standard width is 6 ft., excltiding the open furrow, 
which is about 18 in. wide. Ploughing such narrow strips by 
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steam tackle — ^using a balance plough and doing half a stetch at 
a time — or by horses is a laborious operation, and a new plough 
has been specially designed to plough by means of steam tackle 
stetches of a width of about 7 ft. 6 in. in one operation. 

It may be stated that Mr. Edward Robinson, of South- 
minster, Essex, was the originator of this plough. He first 
of all constructed a working model on a cultivator frame, 
and this experimental implement did a good deal of useful 
work. The new type of plough was brought to the notice of 
the Food Production Department, and the idea appeared to 
be so promising that it was decided to make arrangements with 
Messrs. John Fowler & Co., Leeds, for an experimental plough 
to be built on the lines suggested by Mr. Robinson, the cost 
being borne by the Department. Some improvements were 
introduced at the suggestion of the Department and of Messrs. 
Fowler & Co., and eventually an experimental plough was 
constructed. The implement was first tried under actual work- 
ing conditions in Essex in October last, and proved highly 
satisfactory. Mr. Robinson at once agreed to purchase the 
plough and ordered another one of the same type from the 
makers. At the trial, land was ploughed at the rate of about 
2^ acres per hour, and as the implement recently ploughed 
70 acres in five short working days it appears to be maintain- 
ing an excellent record under working conditions. 

DMorlptlon of the Plough. — The plough is constructed to 
cut eight 9-in. furrows, and is capable of ploughing to a depth 
of 6 in. ; it is supjdied with skives, mould-boards, steel top 
and bottom frames, turning-lever, lifting-gear, and self-acting 
rcusing-gear. 

The construction and work of the plough are shown by the 
three photographs reproduced. hr 

The plough is of the class used for cable traction, and is 
turned round for the return bout by the puU of the engine 
cables, which are attached to the triangular turning-lever 
carried by the implement ; each cable becomes alternately 
the hauling rope and the slack rope. 

The turning and lifting are done by the pull of the cables, 
through a lever, a lifting chain and segment on the axle. The 
top frame is carried on a main axle, two hind wheels, and a 
front or steering wheel. The plough is fitted with steerage 
gear and self-lifting gear, as well as automatic cushion apparatus 
for damping the fall of the underframe. 

The underframe consists of two complete and independent 
frames, one carrying right-hand and the other left-hand plough 
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bodies, which are separately adjustable vertically: and each 
complete frame with its plough bodies is also vertically 
adjustable independently of the other by means of a wheel 
at the front end, and two adjusting screws and blocks at the 
hind end. The plough bodies are carried on standards, and 
comprise shares, sled and mould-board, which may be of 
various types to suit the particular land on which the plough 
is expected to work. 

In conjunction with the adjusting screws and blocks at the 
hind end, vertical guides are provided to prevent lateral move- 
ment of either underframe. The front end of each underframe 
is provided with lateral adjustment for draft. ‘The under- 
frames are raised and lowered by means of a four-chain lifting- 
gear so arranged that each undorframe is lifted at three points. 

The accurate turning of the plough at the headlands is en- 
sured by automatic pawl catch gear, consisting of a circular 
rack, fitted to each of the hind wheels, automatically preventing 
the wheel on which the implement pivots when turning from 
revolving in a backward direction. The pawl catch is arranged 
in combination with the lifting-gear, so that when the under- 
frames are in work the catch is held out of action, but when 
the underframes are raised out of work, the catch automatically 
engages itself with the toothed circular rack and prevents 
backward movement of the pivot wheel. 

The plough as described above is suitable for working on 
land where drainage furrows already exist, and wiU leave 
new drainage furrows midway between the old ones, at a’ dis- 
tance apart equal to the width of the land ploughed at each 
bout, as shown in the accompanying sketch. 

For land where drainage furrows do not exist, a central plough 
body, with double mould-board, will be provided, suspended 
between the twin underframes, the object being to open out 
a central furrow so that the plough can work as above 
described and plough the fields in " lands ’’ similarly to the 
method adopted with ordinary horse ploughs. 

The right hand underframc which is a little in front of the 
other turns the first furrow into one half of the open furrow, 
•where one exists — which is always the case w’hen the land 
has been ploughed in " stetches ” — and the first plough on 
the left-hand frame turns a furrow into the other half of the 
open furrow. If no open furrow exists, the central plough 
opens up one. The last plough on each frame leaves half an 
open furrow on each side of the land ploughed, and when the 
implement is turned round at the headland and commences 




Fir;. T — Front viow of Ploueb. 



•Side view oi Hough. 



Fig. — SliOA\ing Plougli in operation. 
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the next bout, the last plough on the frame on the inside 
of the turn completes the open furrow by turning a furrow 
away from the land already ploughed. 

It may be mentic.ned, in conclusion, that this plough can 
only be used for ploughing stetches of one standard width, 
and that if wider stetches are required to be ploughed by this 
process, a new model of the plough would have to be built 
for the purpose. 


The Report of this Committee, just issued (Cmd. 483), is 
the fourth and final Report submitted. The first and second 
Interim Reports (issued in June and 

Report of the November, IQI7*) dealt almost entirely 

Committee on tne -.i x- x * j- x j 

Production and questions of immediate urgency, and 

Distribution of ninit were chiefly devoted to the problems of 
keeping up the milk supply and for pv(j- 
viding for equitable distribution in the winter of 1917. In 
the third Interim Report (November, iQiSf) attention was given 
to problems which, though not mainly arising through war 
conditions, had nevertheless been disclosed and emphasised 
during the WdT. The present Report deals chiefly with matters 
affecting the milk industry and its development in the future. 

I. — Present State of the Milk Supply. — (^0 Production, — The 
Committee submit figures which show that although there 
has been a slight increase in the number of cows and 
heifers in milk since 1912, j’ct the statistics available 
for the United Kingdom suggest thid the production of 
milk, after rising from 1,895,000,000 gal. (1909-13 average') 
to 1,910,000,000 gal. in 1914, has since steadily decreased to 
ii505»ooo,ooo gah in 1918. 

This decreased production is ascribed to — 

(а) Scarcity of the proper feeding stuffs. 

(б) Deterioration in the quality of cakes and meals. 

(c) Lessened efFiciciicy of milkers. 

(b) tonsimiption, — ^I'he (^)mmittee record their opinion that 
the average consumption of milk in the United Kingdom is 
much lower than is desirable in the national interest. They 
emphasise the importance of the growth-promoting substances 
(vitamines) which exist in common to milk and butter, and the 
great value of these vitamines, especially to young children. The 
present daily average consumption per person for Great Britaj a 
is estimated at 0*25 pt. of liquid milk, varying from o-io pt. in 
Inverness-shire to 0-31 pt. in I .ondon. This average consumption 

^ See this /owrwa/, January, 1918, p. 1133, and July, 1918, p. 452. 
t .. w » 1919. PP- 1206-1214. 
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is less than half the normal average consumptioii of the City 
of New York. In many industrial centres there are knowfl 
to be whole streets where no fresh milk is taken. The increase 
in the production of milk has not kept pace with the increase 
in the population, the increases since 1891 being, respectively, 
40 per cent, and 60 per cent., and this has led to a vast increase 
in imported dairy produce, especially condensed and dried 
milk. Dairy farming methods have not kept pace with the 
developments brought about on the Continent. This is 
ascribed to (a) the agricultural depression of the 'nineties of 
last century ; (b) the slow development of co-uperation 

amongst farmers ; (c) the defective system of agricultural and 
dairying education ; and {d) the almost total neglect of 
research in dairying subjects. 

The Committee, while fully realising the essential difference 
in national temperament between the population of the United 
Kingdom and the population of continental countries, are 
convinced that the dairying industry would be greatly benefited 
by the adoption, with necessary modifications, of methods 
which have given excellent results in other coimtries, and 
recommendations are made accordingly. 

II. — ■•Uttieii between Prioe and Coneumptlen. — Diuing the War 
the increased cost of milk has tended to decrease consumption. 
When the price of feeding stuffs rose the normal difference 
between winter and summer costs of production was 
accentuated. In order to safeguard the supply of winter 
milk a much greater increase in price was necessary for that 
period than for the summer, and this variation in price has 
resulted in a greater variation in consumption than was 
formerly the case. An unduly high price for milk is prejudicial 
to the future of the dairying industry, for it not only reduces 
consumption but makes it well-nigh impossible to compete 
with the foreigner in the manufacture of dairy products. 

The Conunittee believe that it would be in the ultimate 
interest of the consumer and would assist in an adequate 
supply of winter milk if it became a recognised practice to 
charge a higher price during the winter months, although 
this would probably lead to a variation in consumption. 

In this connection the following table of the monthly varia- 
tion in percentages of the total annual production, accordii^ 
to the daily average during the years 1917-18, is of interest ; — 

Jan. Febt March. April. May, June, July. Aug. 

59 6'0 6-9 8t ID'S n'8 lO’s g-S 

Sept. Oct. Nov. Dec. 

9’i 8-3 7*r 5-9 = 100. 
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HI— NMeMliy for Loworlnff the Coot of tho Produotlon of Milk.— 

The Committee submit surprising figures showing the variation 
in the cost of production. Returns from 43 farms show a 
variation in net costs for the winter 1916-17 of loi. per gal. 
On six farms the cost was less than lod. per gal. ; on six farms 
2od. per gal. It is pointed out that during the period of 
controlled prices the economical production of milk is not 
effectively stimulated for the reason that cheaper production 
will tend to lower maximum prices. 

IV. — frtcetit State of Milk Supply —Quality and Cleanllnssa. — 

Not only is the amount of milk consumed in Great Britain much 
lower than desirable, but the quality as regards cleanliness 
is grievously defective. In the United States of America no raw 
milk with more than 30,000 bacteria per c.c. may be sold for 
human consumption. In T916-17 Professor Delepine, investi- 
gating samples of milk delivered to Manchester hospitals, 
found that out of 30 samples 64 per cent, contained over 
1,000,000 bacteria per c.c. The special Sub-Committee on the 
handling of milk makes many recommendations for effecting 
a much needed improvement, tracing the milk from the 
moment it is drawn from the udder of the cow until it reaches 
the consumer. The point that great improvement is possible 
without large expenditure^ on buildings and equipment is 
emphasised. The present system, or lack of system, in handling 
milk on railways is condemned, and suggestions are made as 
to how improvements may be effected. 

V. — Pollpy of tho Futuro. — Reference has been made in pre- 
ceding paragraphs to some unsatisfactory conditions of the 
milk industry and to the necessity of increasing consumption 
and production. The Committee are aware that this cannot 
be accomplished hurriedly without the sympathy and co- 
operation of both producer and consumer. The aims of an 
enlightened milk policy should be : — 

(a) To bring about the utmost economy in production. 

{h) To improve the hygienic quality of milk. 

(tf) To increase the supply to meet increased consumption which 
should follow improved quality. 

(d) To prevent the exploitation of the producer or consumer by 
any trust or combination. 

VI. — itiiM t* M ttkm to Roduoo tho Coot of Produotion.— The 

Committee consider that the cost of production can be 
lessened : — 

(i) By reorganising the system of herd management in order 
to (a) reduce the loss when high-priced cowS are sdld for slaughter ; 
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(6) lengthen the milking period ; • (c) obtain better distribution of 
the dates of calving ; and (d) reduce as far as possible dependence 
on purchased foods. 

(2) By improving the average 3deld per cow. 

(3) By more economical and methodical feeding. 

(4) By the introduction of labour-aiding machinery and gradual 
rearrangement of farm buildings. 

(5) By more business-like methods of book-keeping. 

(6) By greater cleanliness in production and handling of milk, 
thus reducing losses due to souring. 

(7) By the extension of co-operative methods in the purchase 
of feeding stuffs and manures, particularly on the part of small 
farmers. 

(8) By the State-provision of veterinary help so as’ to reduce 
losses due to contagious abortion, tuberculosis, etc. 

(9) By better organisation of collection and transport of milk. 

These points are dealt with in detail, and instances are quoted 
of the saving effected on specific farms, thus : — 

On farm A the average number of cows in milk was 53, the 
total cost of food was £794 15s., and the total yield 46,221 gal. 
of milk. 

On farm B the average number of cows in milk was 51, 
the total cost of food was £774 17s. 3^., and the total yield 
3^1^33 gal. 

The cost of food per gal. on farm A works out at 5*I2^^., on 
farm B 7-4^. 

The Committee estimate that if the average yield per cow 
in the United Kingdom could be increased by one-tenth of a 
gal. per day, present prices would automatically fall about 
2d. per gal. 

Higher yields may also be obtained in the summer months 
by judicious manuring of pastures. 

The question of tuberculosis is fully dealt with, and specific 
recommendations as to the future use of the tuberculin test 
are made. 

VII. — improvement In Hyslenlo Quality. — The Committee 
consider that the principle of grading milk is sound, as it offers 
to farmers generally an inducement to improve the quality of 
their milk, and tends in a short time to eliminate milk of 
a hi gh^ bacterial content. 

When the grading of milk was first commenced in New York, 
in January, 1912, 40 per cent, of the city's supplies fell within 
the definition of the lowest grade. Grade C. In July, 1914, 
the amount of Grade C milk sold in the city was negligible, 
one-seventh being Grade A, and six-sevenths Grade B. The 
steps taken to raise from Grade C to Grade B were wathin the 
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capacity of ail producers and dealers. By attention to those 
details which have proved to be of the greatest importance it 
has been clearly demonstrated that it is possible to produce 
milk with a very low bacterial content without the aid of model 
buildings and expensive equipment. 

VIIL — InortMMl frodyotloii of Milk In Croat Britaiii. — ^The 
vital question of labour has been investigated by a special 
Sub-Committee, and much useful information is included in 
the Report attached to that of the main Committee. This 
Report includes details of a number of systems of co-partnership 
which are operating successfully in various parts of the country. 
The Committee make the following recommendations : — ► 

(1) The number of dairy stock in the country should be 
increased as much as possible. 

(2) Arable dairy farming should be encouraged and extended. 
In this connection they welcome the establishment of the Arable 
Dairy Farming Demonstration Farms by the Board of Agriculture. 

(3) Facilities should be given for the importation of Holstein 
cattle, and the question of the importation of other dairy breeds 
should be inquired into. 

{4) A careful examination should be made of the relative 
economy of the different home breeds under varying influences of 
soil and climate. 

Several appendices are attached to the Report.. 


The following estimate, prepared by Mr. Wilfred Buckley, 
Director of Milk Supplies, Ministry of Food, of the cost of pro- 
duction of one gal. of milk on the average 
Great Britain dming the, period 
1st December, 1919 — 30th April, 1920, 
omitting (a) interest on capital, {b) managerial expenses, (c) 
profit, is extracted from the issue of the National Food 
Journal for loth December, 1919. 

The figvures shown in the tables are calculated on the following 
premises ; — 

(i.) Labour . — One man can milk and attend to twelve cows 
in milk and the proportion of dry cows that are in the herd. 
To carry out this work, seventy hours weekly are required. 
(In case one man, does not work this number of hours the 
services of another person are required to complete the 
work.) 

Minimum wage (Derbyshire, etc.), 37s. 6<f. for 48 hours plus 
IS. o\d. tor 22 hours' overtime equals bos. 5 d. or 8 63 pence 
per day per cow. 

3 Y 
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Note. — ‘The minimum wage is higher in many counties than 
the above. A large proportion of cowmen are paid in excess 
of the minimum wage. 

(ii.) Daily Maintenance Ration per cow whether dry or in 
milk : — 12 lb. hay at 140s. per ton, 900 pence ; 8 lb. straw at 
50S. per ton, 2 *16 pence ; 56 lb. roots at 27s. per ton, 8' 10 pence. 
Total, 19-26 pence. 

These foods, being in the majority of cases Jiome-grown, are 
calculated at the cost of production and not at market values. 

(iii.) Production Ration for Cows in Milk. — 3 lb. of cake (or 
its equivalent in some other form of concentrated food) for 
each gallon of milk at a cost of £25 per ton, less manurial value 
at 66s. (id. per ton, i.e., £21 13s. 6d. per ton net, equals 6-97 pence 
per gal. 

(iv.) Depreciation per cow at the rate of £5 per annum equals 
j-33 pence daily. 

(v.) Costs of (a) proportion of rent and rates, (6) repairs, 
{c) depreciation on machinery, {«f) delivery, are off-set by the 
value of calves born. 

On the above data, the cost of production in respect of 
<ows in milk varies in proportion to the yield per cow, as 
under ; — 

Table A. 

Yield of- Milk per Cow -per Day. * 


Items. 

2 gal. 

gal. 

ih soi- 

ilgal. 

I gal. 

Labour 

8-63 

8*63 

8-63 

8-63 

8-63 

Maintenance ration . • 

19-26 

19*26 

19*26 

19*26 

19-26 

Production ration . . 

I 3'94 

12*20 

10*45 

8*71 

6-97 

Depreciation 

3'33 

3'33 

3'33 

3*33 

3'33 

Cost per cow daily . . 

4516 

43 ’ 4 ^ 

41-67 

39'93 

3819 

Cost per gal. of milk 






in pence . . 

22-58 

24*81 

27-78 

31*94 

38-19 


In addition to the cost of maintaining those cows that are in 
milk, there is the added cost of those cows that are dry. The 
iollowing figures show the costs in pence that have to be added 
for the maintenance ration of dry cows, in proportion to the 
various yields per cow in milk : — • 


Table B. 


Basis of Yield per 
Cow in Milk, 

2 gal. 

If gal. j1 gdl. 

Ik gal. 

I gal. 

In case there is one 
dry cow to two in 
milk 

4*82 

5 ' 5 o 

6*42 

7-70 

9'63 

In case there is one 
dry cow to three in 
milk • • 

3*21 

3-69 

4*28 

5 'i 4 

6-42 
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In Mr. Buckley’s opinion the average cow in milk from 
1st December to 30th April will yield, approximately, gal., 
and there will be in the average herd one cow dry to two cows 
in milk. He therefore estimates the average cost per gal. 
to be for each cow in milk 27 78 pence per gal., for proportion 
of dry cow 6*42 pence per gal. : total cost per gal. 34*20 pence. 

It It too loto to uoo Limo now? — correspondent writes to ask 
whether it is too late to use lime in the following circumstances : 

He has applied 16 tons of farmyard manure 

Notes on Mannrei and intends to sow white spring oats ; 

for February : can he top-dress with lime n'ow, and, if so, 
From the Roihamsted how close to drilling time will this be 
Experimental Station, permissible ? 

The reply is that lime is hardly neces- 
sary for spring oats, as this crop needs it much less than certain 
other crops. The most effective place in the rotation to apply 
lime is just before clover. It can also be used with considerable 
advantage on barley and on swedes, but other arable crops do 
not require it to so marked an extent. 

The simplest case arises where the clover is sown in the 
barley ; lime can then be applied some time before drilling the 
barley so that both barley and clover may benefit. 

The correspondent further inquires whether lime can with 
advantage be given to mangolds. This crop does not respond 
to lime so well as swedes, but if there is any difficulty in secur- 
ing a tilth lime would be distinctly useful. Otherwise lime is 
better reserved for the swedes and turnips. 

The worst place for putting on lime in the rotation is just 
before the potato crop, and this should never be done where 
there is any fear of Scab. 

Sulphate of Ammonia and Nitrate of Soda. — In reference to the 
statement in the December notes (this Journal, November, 1919) 
that the price of nitrate of soda compares favourably with that 
at which sulphate of ammonia can be obtained, a correspondent 
asks whether this implies that nitrate of soda is a better 
fertiliser than sulphate of ammonia ? No such implication is 
meant ; the two fertilisers are quite distinct, and although they 
are often interchangeable it is by no means always possible to 
use one instead of the other. Nitrate of soda is quicker acting 
than ammonium sulphate and, therefore, in many cases more 
useful. Further, it does not exhaust lime like sulphate of 
ammonia and can, therefore, be used on light soils deficient in 
this substance. On the other hand, ammonium sulphate is 

3 V 2 
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considered distinctly superior for certain valuable crops such 
as potatoes, nialting barley, etc., and it has no adverse effect 
on the tilth of heavy soils where nitrate of soda may be harmful. 
On the basis of chemical composition, 76 lb, sulphate of 
ammonia contains as much nitrogen as 100 lb. nitrate of 
soda, but the nitrogen in sulphate of anunonia is not so 
effective lb. for lb. as that in nitrate of soda ; in fact, i lb. 
nitrogen in nitrate of soda is as effective as i'035 lb. nitrogen 
in sulphate of ammonia ; and on an average of all crops 100 lb. 
of ordinar}^ nitrate of soda are about as effective as 8o‘3 lb. of 
sulphate of ammonia. These figures, however, take no account 
of the special uses of the two substances to whifch reference 
has just been made. 

PriM of Mlxod Fortllisoro.~A correspondent, interested in the 
fertiliser trade, has suggested that the comparison made in 
the December notes between the home-made and the purchased 
mixed fertilisers is unfair, for the following reasons : — 

I. That the receipt given for the home-made fertiliser would 
not as a matter of fact contain the .same constituents as the 
proprietary article in question ; he offers two receipts which 
would cost, respectively, 4s. 3</. and £14 5s. $d. instead of 
£13, the cost of the home-made mixture. The proprietary 
article was offered at £19. 

The correspondent claims that the manufacturer in making 
the mixture has to pay double carriage, and in all probability 
has to use a considerable number of new bags, items which 
would account for some of the difference between the £14 5s. 
and the £19. 

The composition of the various mixtures is as follows : — 




Home-made 

The Correspondent’s 


Proprietary 

Mixture 

Mixtures. 

Manure. 

.Article 

suggested 




quoted. 

in Dec. Notes. 

A. 

B. 

Quantity 

20 cwt. 

20*75 cwt. 

'•2*5 cwt. 

20 cwt. 

Cost 

£19 1 

I £13* 

£14 AS. id. 

£14 5S. 5 d. 


cwt. 

cwt. 

cwt. 

cwt. 

Ammonia 

x *4 j 

I- 4 X 

1*59 

1*59 

Soluble phosphate 

4*0 

3*97 1 

4*05 

4*07 

Insoluble phosphate . . 

0*5 : 


0*29 

0*3 

Sulphate of potash . • 

1-6 

xTs 

1*8 

x-8 


* The mixture would cost £12 ids. Vd. per ton, but sdf cwt. would be necessary to supply tha 
sasne amount of plant food as is conti^d in. x ton of tha proprietary artiGla« and the coBt<tf 
aof cwt. is ill. 


It will be observed that the home-made mixture suggested 
in the December notes approximates closely to the proprietary 
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article in composition, while the coirespondenfs mixtures 
are both better. With regard to the claim that the manufac- 
turer has to pay double carriage and use new bags, it should 
be pointed out that this would not apply to the larger fertiliser 
manufacturers, but only to some of the smaller mixers, and 
that against these items would have to be set the special dis- 
count allowed to manure mixers but not to individual farmers. 
In view of these considerations it can hardly be claimed that 
a farmer would be justified in paying so high a price for the 
material in question. 

Mftnurinff of Soodo Hay,— In the west and north of England 
and in Scotland the manuring of the seeds hay is well under- 
stood and is a common practice ; in the Eastern Counties, 
however, little if any manuring is done. The difference arises 
from the circumstance that the seeds hay in the Eastern Counties 
is generally pure clover intended for one year only, whilst 
elsewhere it is a mixture containing grasses intended to remain 
down two or more years. If the land is already in good heart, 
is sufficiently well limed, and has recently received a good 
dressing of farmyard manure, the clover will probably want 
nothing more. For some time, now, however, farmyard manure 
has been scarce, and good dressings have been the exception 
rather than the rule. In these circumstances the clover ley 
may well receive moie attention than is usually given to it. 

First and foremost it is essential that the land should be well 
supplied with lime, as any acidity is fatal to the crop. 

It is also essential that there should be a sufficient supply of 
phosphates, and if neither basic slag nor superphosphate has 
been applied recently to the land, one or othei should be given 
to the clover crop. Farmers in the Eastern Counties may well 
pay serious attention to the experiments made at Saxmundham 
on the effect of phosphates on the clover crop. Not only was 
the yield of clover increased but the succeeding wheat crop 
benefited considerably also. The unmanured clover gave a 
yield of 39 cwt. of hay per acre in two cuts in 1914. This 
yield was raised to 51 and 53 cwt. per acre when 5 and 10 cwt. 
of slag, respectively, weie applied. Four cwt. of superphosphate 
per acre raised the yield to 56 cwt., which shows a very substan- 
tial increase on the unmanured crop. Further, the additional 
nitrogen fixed by the larger clover crop greatly benefited the 
wheat cr6p. After the numauured clover the wheat crop (also 
unmanuAd) gave less than 20 bush, to the acre ; after the slagged 
clover the yields on the two plots were 26I and 3if bush., and 
after the superphosphate 25I bush., per acre. The succeeding 
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swede crop benefited from the superphosphate and also the 
following bariey crop where lo cwt. of slag had been given. 
The full results were as follows : — 


Yields per Acre produced by One Dressing of Fertiliser. 
Saxmundham. 


Plot, 

Manurial Treatment, 
Winter, X9X3-X4. 

19x4 

Clover 

Hay. 

2 cuts. 

1915 

Wheat. 

No Manure 
to any Plot. 

T916 

Swedes. 

X5 tons 
F.Y.M. 
applied to 
aU Plots. 

19x7 

Barley, 

No Manure 
to any Plot. 



Com. 

Straw. 

Com, 

Straw. 

X 

xo cwt. slag, 30 per cent. . . 

CwU 

53 

Bush, 

31-7 

Cwt. 

34-3 

Tons, cwt, 

8 5 

Bush. 

,20*0 

Cwt, 

z8*2 

2 

5 cwt slag 

51 

26*7 

34*3 

8 10 

XC*X 

21 *4 

3 

5 cwt. slag, I cwt. muriate 
of potash 

53 

27*9 

35-3 

8 7 i 

13*5 

21*8 

4 

None 

39 

19.7 

36*4 

8 ai 

X4-3 

i 6*4 

5 

4 cwt. 30 per cent, super. . 

56 

25 ‘4 

37*1 

9 XO 

13 5 

i8‘2 

6 

4 cwt. super,, z cwt. munate 
of pot^ 

60 1 

« 3*5 

38*2 

xo XO 

12 •! 1 

xa*5 


Lucerne also benefited considerably by the application of 
phosphates. The addition of farmyard manure as well as 
superphosphate caused a still further increase which might, 
perhaps, have been even greater had more phosphate been 
applied. Lime had a useful though less marked effect. The 
results are : — 


Lucerne Experiment, Saxmundham. Commenced 1910. 





Lucerne Hay, Cwt. per Acre. 



Pre- 










Total 

Total 









War 
total 
Cost of 
Manure. 

Plot 

Plots dressed 
in 1910 and 1913. 

191X 

3 

cut- 

1912 

3 

cut- 

1913 

2 

cut- 

1914 

2 

cut- 

1915 

2 

cut- 

1916 

2 

cut* 

Crop 

6 

Years. 

Increase 
due to 
Manure 



tings. 

tings. 

tings. 

tings. 

tings. 

tings. 












Cwt. 

s. d. 

Cwt. 

t 

No manure 

20 : 

81-5 

54*8 

52*3 

58 

55*5 

322 

— ~ 


2 

I ton ground lime . . 

20*5 

86-5 

60 *3 

56*3 

59*5 

67*3 

350 

50 0 

28 

3 

2 cwt super., 6 tons 

1 


1 








farmyard manure 

20*2 

95 

72 -x 

64*5 

71-0 

65*1 

388 

72 0 

66 

4 

2 cwt. super. 

2 X -5 

91 

68*0 

58*7 

63*0 

78*3 

381 

12 P 

59 

5 

5 cwt, super. 

21 

92-5 

66-4 

587 

89*5 

767 

385 

30 0 

63 

6 

2 cwt. super., 1 cwt. 
muriate of potash 

19 

85 

707 

55*2 

68-0 

62*1 

1 

360 

32 0 

38 


*Sazmiind]iam Report, Z9X5*x8, Ipswich, xpxg. 


, In view of these ipteresting results it is important that more 
trials should be made in order to ascertain how far manuring 
the seeds hay is likely to be helpful. 

Soarotty of Parmyard Hanaro^ It is a ccnnmon complaint of 
many fanners that they have less farmyard manure than they 
would like, and see no way to increase their supplies. On some 
farms, probably on many, fewer animus are being fattened in 
yards than is usual at the present season of the year. The 
farmer who finds himself in, this position may adopt one of 
several courses to help over the difficulty. 
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I* The greatest care must be taken to avoid waste of such 
faiiuyard manure as is available ; methods have been discussed 
in former notes by which this can be done. 

2. A compost may be njiade of broken straw, hedge clearings 
and other suitable materials. Such a compost is not as good 
as farmyard manure, but it has the merit of supplying organic 
matter and, therefore, may prove distinctly valuable. 

3. In place of a one-year clover ley a mixture of clover and 
grass can be substituted and left down for two or three years. 
Considerable amounts of humus are thus formed, which, on 
ploughing in, exert a beneficial effect on the soil. 

Rook Phoopliatoo. — A correspondent has asked whether and if so 
under what conditions rock phosphates can be used in place of 
basic slag and superphosphate. This question was raised many 
years ago by the late Dr. Jamieson, but it soon ceased to be of 
interest because the supplies of superphosphate and basic 
slag were more than adequate for British consumption ; indeed, 
considerable quantities were exported. In present circum- 
stances, however, this is no longer the case, and there is now no 
excess of fertilisers. The question, therefore, arises, whether 
rock phosphates can be used direct or whether conversion into 
superphosphate is really necessary. 

Experimental evidence has been obtained showing that rock 
phosphates are of value in the north of England and also in 
Scotland and Wales ; they have not proved successful, however, 
at Saxmundham in Suffolk. The following table shows the 
average of some of the field experiments carried out in 
Scotland : — 

Field Experiments with Phosphates upon Turnips, igii-14^ 

(Average of 66 Experiments.) 

Plot, Tons cwt, 

1. No artificial manure .. .. .. .. 13 ^7 

Sulphate of ammonia, potash manure salts, and — 

2. superphosphate . . . . . . • . - • 20 12 

3. basic slag . . • • • • 20 o 

4. ground mineral phosphate .. .• 19 10 

5. steamed bone flour . . . . 20 7 

6. bone meal .. .. .. •• • •• 19 ii 

7. dissolved bones . . . . • . • • . • 20 3 

8. mixture of superphosphate and basic slag . . 20 15 

9. mixture of superphosphate and ground mineral 

phos|^te .. .. •. •• •• 20 8 

10, mixture of superphosphate and steamed bone 

flour .. .. •• •• •• •• 20 15 

11. mixture of superphosphate and bone meal . . 20 ii 

Farmyard manure was applied equally on all plots at the rate 
of about 12 tons per acre. Sulphate of ammonia and 30 per cent* 
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potash manure salt were ap^died equally to plots z to zi at the 
rate of ^ cwt. of eaoh per acre. An equivalent amount of phosphoric 
acid, approximately 50 lb, per acre, was given to each of plots 2 to 
II. In plots 8 to 1 1 one-third of the phosphoric acid was from super- 
phosphate, and two-thirds from the other phosphatic manures. 

In these cases the mineral phosphate has proved nearly 
equal to slag. The difference, though only small, may, however, 
be real, in view of the large number of experiments involved. 

At Cockle Park, Timisian rock phosphate and Belgian rock 
phosphate both proved less effective than basic slag, though 
the difference was not very great. The fertilisers were used 
at the rate of 200 lb. of phosphoric acid per acre, corresponding 
to nearly 10 cwt. of 41 per cent, basic slag. The results of the 
third test carried on from 1913-15 were as follows : — 


CocHe Park : 3 Years’ Grass Ley. Yield of Hay in Cwt. per Acre. 


— 

xst Year, 
1913. 

2nd Year, 
19x4. 

3rd Year, 
X915. 

Average. 

Uomantired 

33i 

374 

22 

3 X 

Basic slag .. 

44I 

43! 

274 

40 

Tunisiaa rock phosphate 

Belgian rock phosphate 

35 

4* 

4x1 

394 

sot 

89 

36 

36 


These figures bring out an interesting property of the mineral 
phosphates — that they are less useful than superphosphate or 
basic slag in the early da}^ of the plant growth/ Thus they 
gave a lower 5deld than slag in the first and second years at 
Cockle Park ; further, it was noticed in Scotland that the 
braird of arable crops was considerably below that obtained 
•with superphosphate or slag. It has been suggested that the 
difficulty can be overcome by adding a certain proportion of 
sujjerphosphate which can be used by the seedling, leaving 
the mineral phosphate for the older plant. 

Experiments in North Wales also indicate that rock phosphate 
is distinctly effective. At six centres the yields of swedes 
were ; — 

Tons cwt. 

Ko phosphate .. .. .. .. .. .. 12 i8i 

•Gafsa phosphate (333 lb.) .. .. .. .. 21 13J 

♦Superphosphate (539 lb.) . . . . . . . . 22 lo 

* Both contained 200 lb. of total phosphate. 

Broadly speaking, these different results indicate that finely- 
ground mineral phosphates are worth trial in England west 
of the line from Durham to Southampton, but that no farmer 
should rely upon them until a proper comparison has first 
been made with basic sl^ and sup^hos^fiate. There are 
many cases in which superphosphate proves invaluable in 
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promoting early root development, quite apart from its effect 
on the adult plant ; there is no evidence that mineral phosphates 
can act in this way. Further, there are many cases in which 
basic slag has had remarkable effects in regenerating poor 
pastures ; here, also, there is no evidence that mineral phosphates 
would act equally well. The average results show that mineral 
phosphates can produce useful effects on the adult plant under 
suitable conditions, but not enough is known about these con- 
ditions to justify advice to individual farmers as to whether 
mineral phosphates would be useful to them or not. 


From the 
Animal Nutrition 
Institute, Cambridge 
University. 


It is just a year since it was decided to suspend the issue of 
these notes. All that time the shortage of all kinds of feeding 
stuffs was so acute, and the control so 

Notes on Feeding stringent, that owners of live stock were 
Stnffs Jfor^Febmary : constrained to buy what they could get, 
and advice was of little value. The 
general situation is now somewhat easier 
and supplies are improving, so that advice 
as to the purchase and use of feeding stuffs 
may once more be of some practical use. These notes will 
therefore in future appear in the Journal every month, and 
the present article must be considered as introductory. 

It may be useful to draw attention to some of the more 
striking lessons of the War and to point out certain facts 
about the trend of supplies. 

■••r Prodwrtlon. — ^To those who are engaged in the produc- 
tion of winter beef, perhaps the most surprising fact which has 
emerged from the exigencies of the War is the small amount 
of concentrated food which is really necessary for full-grown 
cattle fattening on roots and straw. This fact has been 
thoroughly established in a series of feeding trials carried out 
during the War and reported in this Journal* under the title 
“ War-time Beef Production.” Since then the trials have been 
repeated at the Norfolk Agricultural Station and on the writer’s 
own farm with entirely similar results. In these trials full- 
grown bullocks on a ration of i cwt. to cwt. of roots, and 
10 lb. to 14 lb. of straw or straw and hay, supplemented by only 
lb. per head per day of common cotton cake, were ready 
for the butcher in from i6 to 20 weeks, by which time more than 
half of them were supergraded. Several t3^ical animals on 
slaughter 5rielded over 36 per cent, of dressed carcass. Further, 
• Issue lor September, 1918, p. 623. 
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the Imancial result of such feeding was more satisfactory than 
that of comparative trials in which a full cake ration was 
used. This financial result has been further confirmed by 
several of the more progressive farmers who saw the trials at 
the Norfolk Agricultural Station and have for the last two 
years successfully adopted a ration of roots and straw ad 
libitum, and either i lb. per day of cake or no cake at all. There 
is no room for doubt that when cake is dear, and fat bullocks 
sell for little more per live weight than they cost as stores, the 
use of an extremely low cake ration is the only chance of avoid- 
ing a heavy loss in the production of winter beef. It may be 
true that the manure made by cattle on such a ration is rela- 
tively poorer in nitrogen than where a full cake ration is used, 
but recent work at Rothamsted on the bacteriology of farm- 
yard manure throws some doubt even on this contention. 
Even if it is true, the deficiency of nitrogen can be corrected 
by supplementing the manuring of the crop to which the dung 
is applied by a top-dressing of i cwt. per acre of sulphate of 
ammonia. This would cost about 20s. for each animal, which 
is far less than the cost of 7 lb. of cake per day for 16 weeks, 
which would be about For the low cake ration fed with 
a large ration of roots, common cotton cake is the most suitable, 
for not only does it supply the protein necessary to balance 
the ration, but its astringent properties tend to' prevent the 
scouring which may result from the consumption of so much 
succulent food. Its use is also indicated by the fact that the 
prospect of increased supplies has caused the price to fall to some 
extent below the maximum of £19 los. per ton. Some samples 
have been sold as low as £17 los. per ton ex-mill, or 4s. gd. per 
digestible food imit. Undecorticated or semi- decorticated 
ground nut cake is also suitable for cattle fattening on roots 
and straw. It contains more protein than cotton cake but is 
not so astringent. It is, however, cheaper. At £21 per ton 
ex-mill it comes to almost exactly 4s. per digestible food unit. 

Milk Produotloii. — ^Although it is both successful and economi- 
cal to reduce the cake ration for beef production, this is by no 
means the case in feeding for milk production, since milk 
contains so much protein that a high ration of cake or some 
other nitrogenous concentrated food is absolutely necessary 
for cows on roots and straw or hay in the winter. A 9-cwt. 
cow requires Jib. of protein and from 6 lb. to 71b. of starch- 
eqyivalent for maintenance. In addition to this she should 
get I lb. of digestible protein and 2J lb. of starch-equivalent 
fw each gallon of ipilk ^e gives. A maintenance ration can 
be provided by cvrt. of roots arid a stone of hay or straw. 
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If the latter, about i lb. of cake should be given to ensure the 
requisite ration of protein, since both roots and straw are 
deficient in this constituent. To this maintenance ration must 
be added about 3 lb. of concentrated food for each gallon of 
milk. It is wiser to give a mixture of several concentrated 
foods rather than any one such food alone. Feeding stuffs 
suitable for milch cows are : — 

5. d. 

Bran, at £X2 los. per ton ex-mill . . =33 per food unit* 

Dried Ale Grains, at £15 per ton ex-wliarf = 30 

Palm Kernel Cake, at £1^^ per ton ex-mill := 2 9 

Decorticated Ground Nut Cake, at £20 

per ton ex-mill . . . . . . ..=310 ,, 

Linseed Cake, at £2^ per ton ex-mill . . =42 „ 

It is neccssarj^ to point out that in order to make a fair 
comparison between the costs of these feeding stuffs possible, 
the ex-mill or ex-wharf prices ruling in London about 8th 
January have been quoted. Prices might vary slightly in 
other parts of the country. The prices do not include the cost 
of bags. A farmer purchasing through a dealer would also 
have to pay ‘over and above these prices any transport charges 
incurred, and in. some cases a sum to represent the dealer's 
profit. Purchases of small quantities from local dealers 
would, of course, be at higher rates. 

Palm kernel cake is much the cheapest of these feeding stuffs 
and is particularly suitable for milch cows. It should form 
half the mixture ; the balance may be bran and decorticated 
ground nut cake. The writer's cows have given excellent 
results on this mixture for the last two months. 

Pl» rMclinv. — ^The troubles of the pig keeper as regards food 
are by no means over. Pigs are, or were, fed for the most part 
on cereals or cereal products, and there were annually available 
of these feeding stuffs from 1909 to 1913 an average of about 
1,400,000 tons of millers’ offals, 2,000,000 tons of maize (of 
which a small proportion was used for industrial purposes), 
1,000,000 tons of barley and 300,000 tons of brewers' grains, 
together with considerable quantities of rice meal, etc. The 
present production and importation of millers' offals appear 
to be at the rate of 1,500,000 tons, and of maize 750,000 tons 
per annum. The quantity of barley and its products available 
for feeding purposes during the present year is likely to be at 
least equal to that consumed before the War. There is, there- 
fore, a reduction of 20 to 25 per cent, in the supply of cereals 
and cereal products suitable for pigs. As a set-off against 
this deficit there is a similar reduction in the total number of 
pigs in the United Kingdom, and there is no doubt that dupng 
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the War pig keepers learned to use many foods which they had 
neglected before, e.g, extracted palm kernel meal, roots and 
refuse materials of all kinds. The practice of keeping pigs in the 
open also increased during the War, and is to be commended. 

SuppllM of Foomw MdHo. — ^The cereal supply has already been 
referred to as regards millers' offals, maize and barley. The 
supply of home-grown oats is about 3 million qr. greater than 
the average supply available annually from 1909 to 1913, for 
though the yield in 1919 was poor a considerably larger average 
had been sown. There seems no reason to anticipate serious 
difficulty in importing any additional quantities that may be 
required. 

The supplies of cakes of all kinds seem to show signs of im- 
proving, and in many cases the prices on the market are below 
the maximum. The chief difficulty is in distribution. 

The necessity for very careful grading and packing of fruit, 
particularly apples, is continually being emphasised by all 
sections of the fniit trade, including 
growers. Notwithstanding the fact that 

Commereial Fruit growers are fuUy aware of this need, and 
Show. although propaganda work continues 

unceasingly year after year, little 

progress is made. 

One of the best means of impressing backward growers of the 
necessity for good packing is through commercial fruit shows, 
such as those held recently at Maidstone, Cambridge, Chel- 
tenham, Gloucester and Pershore. These exhibitions of apples 
packed on the best commercial lines enable growers to compare 
their fruit, and the way it is packed, with their neighbour’s. 
Competitions of this description are invaluable as a means of 
introducing and emphasising improved methods, and of 
inducing their permanent adoption. 

It is regrettable that few growers are able to attend regularly 
the large distributing markets such as London, Birmingham, 
Manchester, Newcastle, Glasgow, etc., and see the condition of 
their fruit on arrival, compare it with that of their competitors 
at home and abroad, and become convinced of the increased 
retmrns obtained from fruit which has been well packed and 
attractively marketed compared with equally good samples 
of fruit which are, however, bruised and badly put \xp. Were 
this possible a great improvement would almost certainly soon 
take place, but failing this, the Commercial Fruit Show provides 
the best method of convincing growers. 

In order to illustrate the commmi faults met with in apple 
|)ackii)g, and to suggest and urge how these may be overcome, 
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the photographs pubUshed with this note were taken at the 
Cambridge Commercial Fruit Show at the suggestion of the- 
Board. The variation in the quality of the packing at this 
Show was astounding. These photographs do not in any way 
exaggerate this regrettable lack of uniformity. 

No matter what package is used, there is a right and wrong 
method of packing, and the following essential points must be 
strictly adhered to if the produce is to look attractive when it 
arrives at the wholesale market : — 

1. HONEST GRADING, both as to size and quality — 

no “topping.” 

2. FULL PACKAGES AND FIRM PACKING.— 

fruits should be packed so that each is held in position 
by its neighbours. Only in this way can the package 
be filled and bruising of the fruit reduced to a 
minimum. 

3. THE MINIMUM USE OF PACKING MATERIAL 

required to prevent bruising those apples which touch 
the side of the package. 

Not only does strict adherence to these essentials ensure the 
fruit arriving at the market in an attractive condition, but, 
equally important, an impression is soon made on the buyers 
and their confidence is obtained. Filling the packages com- 
pletely is most important in this connection. Growers who do 
not attend the markets and see their produce sold never realise 
the importance of gaining the complete confidence of the final 
wholesale purchaser of their produce. They do not appraise 
the value to themselves of this sense of security to the purchaser 
in terms of pounds, shillings and pence. 

The time a retail buyer is able to spend in the market 
purchasing his supplies is, of necessity, very limited, and if a 
large quantity of fruit has to be purchased extra time cannot 
be wasted in estimating carefully the proportion of sound and 
unsound, or large and small fruit in an imgraded sample. If 
the retail buyer must buy imgraded and badly- packed fruit he- 
only gives a price which, from his point of view, is safe to 
produce a profit after allowing for waste. Such a price is 
always a poor one to the grower. On the other hand, fruit well 
packed and graded soon gets a name for the grower. The 
buyer knows that he can rely on the sample and can buy without 
undue risk, even on the consignment note. Further, compe- 
tition amongst buyers is promoted and the salesman, by taking 
advantage of this, is able to return an enhanced price. 

Attention is called to the following points brought out in 
the illustrations ; — 
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Band Packing (Figs, i, 2, 3).' — In Fig. i the fruits have been 
poured into the barrel, which has not even been filled. The 
packing materials consist of a little crumpled paper and straw. 
(The straw is quite unnecessary up the side of a barrel ; it is 
only required for the head and tail.) Although this particular 
package had only travelled a short distance to the show, much 
of the fruit had already been damaged by bruising. What 
value would such a sample have on the open market ? The 
fruit is bruised, the package only three parts full. If the grower 
and his packer could hear the remarks passed by retail buyers on 
a sample of this description they would never pack like it again. 

The barrel in Fig. 2 has a better appearance than that shown 
in Fig. I and is full. The fruits, however, are not packed 
tightly and are boimd to bruise as they are rattled about by 
the rail and market porters. Besides, the appearance would 
have been greatly improved by an ample lining of white paper. 

Fig. 3 shows a well-packed barrel. Nothing could look 
better. It is full. The fruits hold each other tightly together 
and cannot bruise. The grading is good. The apples look 
attractive as they are packed on their cheek and not eye up ; 
they are shown off by means of ample white paper. 

Bushel Packing. (Fig. 4). — ^The principles underlying packing 
in bushels are very similar to those for barrels, but Fig. 4 
illustrates how easily a good pack can be spoilt. The hay has 
been used to counteract slack packing, but its use completely 
destroys the appearance of the sample, and down goes the 
market value in consequence. 

Box Packing (Figs. 5, 6, 7). — Unfortunately the cost of non- 
returnable apple boxes at the present time restricts this system 
of packing to high-quality samples. Nevertheless, as an 
effective means of displaying the fruit, and of giving the buyer 
the full quantity of fruit to which he is entitled, this form of 
package is admirable. No doubt, when timber becomes 
•cheiper, this package will again come to the fore. 

Success in box packing depends very largely on perfect 
grading and tight packing — to obtain the latter the minimum 
of packing materials (woodwool and paper) should be used. 

Fig. 5 shows a box of Lord Derby’s packed properly. 

Fig. 6 shows some fine Allington Pippins, but the box is only 
half full owing to the amount of paper which has been used. 
If the apples are very choice, it is sufficient for the box to be 
packed on exactly the same principle as Fig. 5, but with each 
apple wrapped in absorbent tissue paper. 

Fig. 7 shows inferior packing, which is slack, and with the 
lining paper used carelessly. 



J920.] 


Seed Potato Regulations. 


1033 


In req)onse to certain potato dealers’ expressions of difficulty 
in correlating the various Regulations concerning the use and 
„ , „ ^ , distribution of seed potatoes, the following 

Eognlations. summary has been prepared 

In the first place, dealers in potatoes of 
any kind must obtain a certificate of registration as a dealer, 
wholesale or retail, as the case may be, from the Ministry of 
Food. (The Potatoes Order, 1919, issued by the Ministry of 
Food.*) 

In the case of any Sale, dealers must correctly declare to the 
purchaser on the invoice, sale note, or label, the variety, class, 
and size of dressing of the seed potatoes sold. With regard to 
the class,’* Class i comprises Scotch and Irish seed ; Class 2, 
seed once grown ; and Class 3, seed twice grown from Scotland 
or Ireland. (The Seed Potato Order, 1918, issued by the 
Ministry of Food.f) 

In the case of a purchase of Seed from Ireland, dealers must 
buy only from a holder of a licence issued by the Department 
of Agriculture and Technical Instruction for Ireland and 
request the seller to see that the consignment is accompanied 
by a certificate issued by the Department to the effect that the 
potatoes have been inspected and passed as sound. (The 
Potatoes (Export from Ireland) Order, 1919, issued by the 
Ministry of Food.) 

In the case of a purchase of Seed from Scotland, dealers must 
obtain from the grower a declaration that Wart Disease has not 
occurred on the farm from which the seed is coming, and from 
the Board of Agriculture for Scotland, not more than seven 
days before the potatoes are consigned, a certificate that 
Wart Disease has not occurred, either on the farm, or within 
one mile of the farm. So that the delivery of seed potatoes 
may not be delayed, it will be sufficient if the loader rather 
than the purchaser obtains both declaration and certificate, 
provided that the loader declares in writing to the purchaser 
on the invoice that he holds these documents, (The Wart 
Disease of Potatoes (Scottish Seed Potatoes) Order, 1919, issued 
by the Board of Agriculture and Fisheries. J) 

In the case of a Sale of Immune Varieties for planting within 
an Infected Area, if the dealer holds stocks of seed potatoes from 
crops which were inspected whilst growing and certified by the 
Board of Agriculture and Fisheries, the Board of Agriculture 


* See this Journal, December, igig, p. 946. 
+ ' „ „ „ January, 1919, P- 1235. 

t «» « April, 1919, p. 106. 
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ior Scotland, or the Department of Agriculture and Technical 
Instruction for Ireland, as true to t3rpe and reasonably free 
from rogues, he must furnish the buyer in the invoice or other 
Avritten document with the serial number of the certified stock 
in question. It is, of course, an offence to sell as of an approved 
i mmun e variety seed potatoes not of an approved immune 
variety, or to sell as certified stocks, stocks which have not 
been so certified. Immune varieties not so certified cannot 
be sent into an Infected Area unless a licence has been 
obtained from the Board of Agriculture and Fisheries, but it 
should be noted that the Board do not propose to issue such 
licences until they are satisfied that the supply of certified 
stocks has been exhausted. (The Wart Disease of Potatoes 
Order, 1919, issued by the Board of Agriculture and Fisheries.)* 
In tile case of Varieties not immune from Wart Disease stored 
in shops and warehouses within, for the supply of Customers 
outside, an Infected Area, dealers must obtain a licence from the 
Board of Agriculture and Fisheries and strictly adhere to the 
conditions of such licence. (The Wart Disease of Potatoes 
Order, 1919, issued by the Board of Agriculture and Fisheries.*) 
In the case of a Sale of Potatoes for planting in land not within 
an Infected Area, dealers must sell only those varieties which 
have been grown in clean districts. It should be noted that 
certified stocks of immune varieties bearing the letter “ I ” 
before the serial number have been grown within an infected 
area. (The Wart Disease of Potatoes Order, 1919, issued by 
the Board of Agriculture and Fisheries.)* 

Any seed potato dealer experiencing difliculty with regard to 
any of the above Regulations should communicate with the 
Secretary, Horticultural Division, Ministry of Agriculture and 
Fisheries, 72, Victoria Street, London, S.W, i. 

Bee-keepers will find that it is cheaper to make their own candy than 
to buy it, and the following hints may be useful to those who for any reason 
prefer the home-made variety. It is well to 
Winter Feeding of Bees, remember that during winter bees should be 
fed on soft candy placed over the clustering 
bees under the quilts ; syrup is used for spring, summer and autumn 
feeding. 

Soft candy can be made as follows : — Have a clean pan, for preference 
a brass preserving one, into which put 3 lb. of best white lump cane sugar 
(brown sugar should on no account be used) and half a pint of water, 
together with as much cream of tartar as can be heaped upon a sixpenny- 
piece. Stand beside the fire, stirring occasionally until the sugar is 
dissolved, and then place on the fire and stir continually until the mass 


• See this Jourml, November, 1919, p. 841, 
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boils. Allow it to boil for about two minutes, and then remove from 
the fire and stand the pan in another vessel containing cold water 
until the sugar begins to cloud ; then stir well and pour into prepared 
glass-topped boxes made by glazing one side of a section, or into saucers 
lined with paper, so that when cold it can be lifted out in a block. 
When set, it should be a moist solid mass easily cut into with the finger 
nail. 

Candy given in January should have about a quarter of a pound of 
pea flour mixed with the above quantity. This is best done during the 
cooling process. The flour should not be poured in all at once, but 
lightly sprinkled in while stirring, so that it mixes evenly right through 
the candy. 

When the candy is made with plain sugar it is advisable to medicate 
it with a disinfectant. Izal, Bacterol, or Flavine can be used for this 
purpose in the following proportions : — 

One teaspoonful of Izal to 8 lb. of sugar. 

One teaspoonful of Bacterol to i lb. of sugar. 

One grain of Flavine to i lb. of sugar. 

To medicate when dealing with Foul Brood there should be added to 
each pound of sugar as much Naphthol Beta as can be heaped upon a 
three-penny piece. This should be dissolved in sweet spirit of nitre, 
whisky, or methylated spirit. The disinfectant in all cases should be 
added when the syrup or candy is cooling, not when it is hot. 

The Royal Commission on the Sugar Supply have agreed to issue 
to all registered bee-keepers a ration of bee food of 6 lb. of sugar per 
stock for the period January to May, 1920. 


Governmant Policy. — The Parliamentary Secretar>’ to theJ^Board, in 
reply to a question by Major Courthope, stated that a Bill was being 
drafted by the Board to carry out generally 
fieplies to ftaostions the agricultural policy outlined by the Prime 
in Parliament Minister, but that he was not in a position 
affecting Agrionltnre. to give details at the present moment. As 
stated by the Prime Minister the Bill will be 
introduced early next Session. (8th December, 1919.) 

Compulsory Ploughing Orders. — In reply to a question by Sir F. 
Blake, the Parliamentary Secretary to the Board stated that the Govern- 
ment’s scheme for increasing the area under the plough was carried out in 
1917 and 1 91 8 as an emergency measure necessitated by the pressing need 
for rapidly increasing the home production of food . The work was und er- 
taken by local committees of practical men familiar with the districts. 
Farmers were, as a general rule, notified of the intended visit of the person 
or persons deputed to select grassland to be broken up. They were 
also invited to suggest suitable land, and, in any case, every farmer had 
ample opportunity after he had been served wi tha Cultivation Order of 
stating his views to the committees and of suggesting alternative land. 
It was competent for any person who considered that he had suffered 
loss as a result of a compulsory ploughing Order to submit a claim for 
compensation to the Board through his County Agricultural Executive 
Committee up to the 31st July last. (i8th December, 1919 ) 

3 Z 
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Flax Proposals. — Replying to Major Courthope, the Parliamentary 
Secretary to the Board stated that in order to preserve the goodwill of 
the Board's flax factories and their products (whether the factories 
were in future carried on by the Board, or by private enterprise), the 
Board propose to contract, if possible, for 5»ooo acres of flax to 
be grown in 1920. The price offered will be £1^ per ton, with a 
possible bonus of £2 per ton at the Board's discretion, for flax of 
exceptionally high quality, seed to be provided free. Purchasers of the* 
factories will be required to take over these contracts, as indicated in 
the advertisements which have appeared. (8th December, 1919.) 

Hops. — In a question by Mr. McCallum Scott the Parliamentary 
Secretary to the Board was asked whether under the Defence of the 
Realm Act the acreage under hops has been reduced from about 36,000 
to about 16,000 acres, and whether the Government contepiplated any 
special legislation to protect the cultivation of hops in this country. 
In reply the Parliamentary Secretary to the Board stated that the area 
under hops was reduced under the Defence of the Realm Act from 31,352 
acres in 1916 to 15,666 acres in 1918, and that the area this year was 
16,748 acres. Trading in English hops of the 1919 crop had not yet 
commenced, and the Hop Control Committee had no information as to 
the prices at which imported hops were being sold in this country. With 
regard to the last part of the question he referred the Hon. Member to 
Section 9 (i) (^)* of the Imports and Exports Regulation which is at 
present before the House. 

The Parliamentary Secretary, in answer to further questions by 
Mr. McCallum Scott, stated that he was aware that an average price 
was being paid by the Hop Control Committee of £1^ 56. a cwt. 'They 
were now busy grading the crop, and he could not say at what price any 
quality was being sold. He also stated that English ^lops of the 1919 
crop were not being sold at a considerably lower price than imported 
hops. (8th December, 1919.) 

Ftedlngr Stuffs. — In reply to a question by Mr. Herbert, the Parlia- 
mentary Secretary to the Ministry of Food stated that all descriptions 
of feeding cakes and meals might be freely purchased. The only form 
of control now in existence was a system by which the sales of feeding 
cakes and meals were licensed by an association of the traders acting in 
co-operation with, and under the supervision of, the Ministry of Food, 
for the purpose of eliminating speculators and limiting prices. No 
restrictions were imposed on the freedom of farmers to purchase feeding 
cakes and meals as and where they please, for their own use. (15th 
December, 1919.) 

Fertilisers. — In reply to a question by Lieut.-Col. Sir N. Grifiiths, 
the Parliamentary Secretary to the Board stated that the Fertilisers 
Prices Order, I9i8,j* under which control was exercised over sales and 
purchases of the fertilisers, ceased to operate on 31st May, 1919. Since 
that date maximum delivered prices of basic slag and sulphate of am- 
monia for home deliveries had been fixed by agreement between manu^ 
facturers and the Board. No maximum prices had been arranged for 
superphosphate on account of the varying cost of importing phosphate 

• "With a view to assisting the industry of hop -growing in the United 
Kingdom to r^over from the injury which it has suffered during the present 
War, at any time within a period of four years from the termination of the 
present War, the Board of Trade will prohibit the importation of hops." 

t See this Journal May, 1918, pp. 220-221^ and June, 1918, p. 359. 
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rock. Apart from these arrangements, the production, distributioii, 
and prices for home consumption of these fertilisers were now free from 
control. Control of export of fertilisers was still maintained, in order 
to secure sufficient supplies to meet home requirements. Export 
licences for any surplus were, how'ever, freely granted. This control 
w’ould be discontinued as soon as practicable, consistent with meeting 
the needs of British agriculture. (22nd December, 1919.) 

CrasslMd. — In reply to a question by Major Howard, the Parlia- 
mentary Secretary to the Board stated , that the Board were aware 
that a certain amount of recently-ploughed grass land was being resown 
with grass, but that he hoped that the declared policy of the Government 
with regard to agriculture would allay the apprehensions of farmers 
and encourage them to maintain and extend the area of arable land. 
(22nd December, 1919.) 

Butter end Cream, — In reply to a question by Sir R. Thomas as 
to the present controlled price of butter, and of Lieut. -Colonel Weigall 
as to the present veto in the sale of cream, Mr. Roberts stated that he 
was aware that the maximum retail price of butter was not on a parity 
with the price of milk, but that the present scarcity of butter was 
mainly due to the serious reduction in the quantity of imported butter 
available. As he had already stated, he was considering the question 
of freeing all home agricultural products, except wheat, at some point 
or points during the first six months of next year 1920), and the 
remission of the present restrictions on the sale of cream w'buld be 
dealt with inconncction with the general question. (22nd^December, 

1919.) 

Bee DIeeeee. — In reply to a question by Lieut.-Col. Bell, the Parlia- 
mentary Secretary to the Board stated that the Board were aware that 
British beekeepers had during recent years sufiered severe losses owing 
to the prevalence of disease, and particularly Isle of Wight disease, 
among bees. With the object of preventing these losses by the means 
of combating disease, the Board had established an institute for the 
study of bees and bee disease, and at the present time investigations 
were being carried out both at Oxford and at Cambridge. The Board 
have, moreover, as a result of inquiries which they had made during 
iqr 8 , satisfied themselves that hybrid bees of Italian and Dutch origin 
possess a marked resistance to Isle of Wight disease, and they had 
accordingly, and with the co-operation of county committees, introduced 
a Bee Restocking Scheme to establish breeding apiaries for the produc- 
tion of resistant hybrids. In accordance with this scheme they had 
introduced Dutch stocks and Italian queens, and supplied them at 
1 educed prices to the Committee for breeding purposes. The scheme 
was developing satisfactorily, and during 19191 i»i 7 i hybrid nuclei 
had been raised from 251 stocks. It was proposed to continue the 
production of nuclei in the coming year, and it was expected tliat it 
\vould result in the establishment of large numbers of resistant bees. 
To ensure this result the Board hoped to provide for further importation 
of Italian queens during 1920. The question of introducing legislation 
with the object of stamping out bee diseases was now under the 
consideration of the Board. (22nd December, 1919.) 



1028 


Official Notices and Circulars, 


[JAN.„ 


OFFICIAL NOTICES AND CIRCULARS. 

Consequent upon the passing of the ” Ministry of Agricul- 
ture and Fisheries Act, 1919,”* the King has been pleased to> 
A • A « appoint the Right Hon. Lord Lee of 
* Fareham, G.B.E., K.C.B., to be Minister 
of Agrieulture. Agriculture and Fisheries. 


The Bats and Klee 
(Deitraetion) 

Aet, 1919. 

December, The Board 


The Rats and Mice (Destruction) Act, 1919, which received the 
Royal Assent on the 23rd December, came into operation on the ist 
January. The powers vested in Local 
Authorities under the Act are briefly 
explained in a Circular Letter addressed to^ 
Local Authorities by the Board on 30th 
point out that, although an “ occupier of 
“land " is required under a penalty of £$ to take action to free his 
premises of rats and mice, provision is made for service by the Local 
Authority, or any Committee of the Local Authority to which the 
exercise of powers may be delegated, of a Notice on the “ occupier ** 
requiring him to take such steps as are prescribed in the Notice, within 
a time specified therein, and that this can be enforced by a fine of ;^2o. 
The Local Authority may also, after not less than 24 hours' notice to 
the “ occupier,” enter upon the “ land ” and take such steps as are 
necessary and reasonably practicable for freeing the premises from rats- 
and mice, and may recover all reasonable expenses so incurred. A 
notice purporting to be signed by the Clerk of a Local Authority sliall, 
in the absence of proof to the contrary, be deemed to have been signed 
by the Clerk with the authority of the Local Authority. * The expression 
“ occupier ** means, in the case of land which is unoccupied, the bwner ; 
and “ land ” includes any buildings and other erection on land, and any 
cellar, sewer, drain or culvert in or under land. The Act applies to a 
vessel as if the vessel were land, and the Master shall be deemed to be 
the occupier. Proceedings under the Act are only to be instituted 
by or with the authority of the Board or the Local Authority. 

Experience gained by the Board from the supervision of admini- 
stration of the Rats Orders has demonstrated tliat without the services 
of a competent and trustworthy officer to organise and control the 
necessary measures, the general co-operation and uniformity of action 
which are essential to success cannot be secured. It has shown on the 
other hand that where such officers are appointed a scheme on self- 
supporting lines can be organised and valuable results achieved. Local 
Authorities are urged, therefore, to adopt this procedure without delay. 


The following Circular letter (No, 264/C.6) was addressed to County 
Councils and Councils of County Boroughs in England and Wales by 
the Board on 22nd December last : — 
Present Position of Sir, — 1 . 1 am directed to forward for the con- 

Land Stttlement. sideration of your Council the enclosed ex- 
fractst ^rom the Proceedings of the Conference 
held on atst October last between the President of the Board and 
representatives of Small Holding s Committees of the County Councils. 

♦ See p. 962. t j 4 ot here printed. 



X920-] 


Ofmci.^l Notices and Circulars. 


1029 


2. Ix>rd Lee desires me to take this opportunity of expanding and 
‘emphasising certain points to which he referred, as some members of 
the Committees seem still not quite clear as to the Board's policy. 

3 . Preference to ex-Service Men. — I am to lay stress on the necessity 
for giving an absolute preference to ex-Service men. The amount of 
twenty millions provided in the Act for Great Britain will be no more 
than adequate to provide holdings for ex-Service applicants, and, until 
their claims are satisfied, it is imperative that none of it be spent on 
settling civilians except in very special cases. 

So strongly does Lord Lee feel on this matter that Councils 
are asked to enter into no arrangements for letting a holding to a civilian 
applicant unless they receive the written concurrence of the District 
Commissioner. 

Applicants cannot dictate Choice of Land. — Some Small Holdings 
Committees seem to think that if applicants demand holdings near their 
present homes or in some particular district, land must be specially 
acquired to meet their wishes. 

This is wholly a mistaken view of the Government’s pledge to cx- 
Service men, which was simply to provide suitable holdings ; not to 
acquire scattered pieces of land to suit individual tastes. 

The latter method, if pursued, will involve the Government in serious 
and needless expenditure on compensation for severance (b^* cutting 
small holdings oQ. existing farms) and extra cost in building isolated 
cottages, and will saddle the Council with more difficult and costly 
management in the future. 

Moreover, it is contrary to the declared policy of the Board, which 
is to group small holdings together in large blocks, so that the settlers, 
by co-operative purchase and marketing, may have the best chance 
of securing a good livelihood. 

Exceptions to this general rule should be few, bul may include the 
provision of land without equipment in small parcels for men who have 
other occupations. 

5. Rents of Council Holdings. — Several counties have pointed out 
to the Board that in present conditions there is a danger of the rents 
charged to ex-Service men being higher than those paid by pre-war 
tenants of the Councils for similar holdings. The opinion has been 
expressed that it would be grossly unfair if a man who had risked his 
life in the service of his country were settled on a holding adjacent to 
another man who had remained on the land throughout the War, and 
were required to pay a rent 50 per cent, or 60 per cent, higher than his 
neighbour. 

The problem is admittedly a difficult one, and has been full}^ con- 
ttdered by the Cabinet. As a result the Government desire each Council 
to reconsider forthwith the existing rents for pre-war holdings and to 
make such additions thereto as will bring them into closer agreement 
with the changed value of agricultural land. In determining the 
amount of the new rent. Councils should not take into account improve- 
ments efEected by their tenants. Nor should they have regard to the 
change in the rate of interest charged on loans raised now for the pur- 
chase and equipment of land. The Government do not desire Councils 
to rack-rent their tenants. They are satisfied, however, that in view 
of the advance in the capital value of agricultural land, the rents of 
County Council small holdings should, in most cases, be considerably 
and brought into relation with the rents charged by private 
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landowners, who work on a commercial basis, for small holdings similar 
in character to those provided by the County Council. 

In this connection I am to remind the Council that in 1926 the small 
holdings undertakings will be valued as a whole on the basis of their 
then rental value. If the Council is not then obtaining rents equal 
to their full rentaCvalue the loss will fall on the Council itself. 

6. Advances to Settlers . — ThejRegulations have now been made by the 
Treasury, and copies are enclosed herewith* with copies of a covering 
memorandum.! 

1 am, etc., 

(Signed) I.AWRENCE Weaver, 

Divertor-General of Land Settlement, 


The following Regulations, dated 8th December, 1919, have been 
made by the Treasury under Section 18 of the Land Settlement 
(Facilities) Act, 1919 (9 and 10 Geo. 5 Ch. 

Loans to Tenants 59) : — 

of Small Holdings In pursuance of the powers conferred on 
under the them by Section 18 of the Land Settlement 

Land Settlement (Facilities) Act, 19194 My Lords make the 
(Facilities) Act, 1919. following Regulations 

I. Any application by a tenant or pro- 
spective tenant of a small holding provided by a County Council for an 
advance or guarantee of an advance under the above section shall be 
addressed to the Clerk of the County Council. 

2. Every application" shall state the purpose or purposes for which 
the^ advance is required, which must be one or more of the following 
purposes, namely, the'purchase of live stock, fruit trees, seeds, fertilisers 
and implements required for the purposes of the holding. The applica- 
tion shall contain an undertaking to apply the money advanced for the 
purpose authorised, and that if the money is used for any other purpose 
the Council may require its][repa3mient forthwith. 

3. The applicant shall state in every case the capital in cash or 
kind, other than the advance, which is or will be available for farming 
his holding, and whether any part of such capital is or represents bor- 
rowed money. 

4. A County Council shall limit the sum to be advanced to any 
applicant to such amount as in the opinion of the Council does not 
exceed the amount of capital in cash or kind which the applicant is able 
to provide from other sources, except in any special case where the 
Council are of opinion that a larger amount might safely be advanced 
to the tenant, and the previous sanction of the Board of Agriculture and 
Fisheries has been obtained by the Council. 

5. The amount of the advance sliall not exceed the sum which the 
Council consider necessary for the purpose stated in the application, 
and in no case shall the advance or advances to any one applicant at 
any time exceed £$00, 

* See below. f Not here printed, 

t See this Journal, October, 1919, p. 733. 
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6. The period for the repayment of an advance shall be determined 
by the County Council at the time of sanctioning the advance, and must 
not be extended subsequently except with the specific approval of the 
Board of Agriculture and Fisheries. The period shall be determined in 
accordance with the following rules : — • 

(a) The period of each advance shall not exceed the period during 

which in the opinion of the Council the applicant may reason- 
ably expect to recoup the expenditure proposed , and 

(b) In the case of advances for the purchase of live stock, fruit trees 

and implements, the period shall not exceed three years, 
provided that in exceptional cases it may, with the special 
sanction of the Board of Agriculture and Fisheries, be extended 
to the maxunum of five years from the datfe of the advance, 
and in the case of advances for the purchase of seeds or 
fertilisers the period shall not exceed two years. 

7. On approval of an application instructions given by or on behalf 
of the Council will be sent to the applicant's Bank by which the money 
will be advanced to the applicant as he requires it, and such instructions 
will cover the Bank's advances up to the amount authorised by the 
Council on the amount and for the period which the Council authorise 
the advance to be made with interest at a rate not exceeding five per 
cent. The Council will give to the Bank a guarantee for such advances 
and interest in such form as they may agree. An advance shall not 
be made by a County Council otherwise than through the applicant’s 
Bank except with the sanction of the Board of Agriculture and Fisheries. 

8. At the time of approving an application for an advance the 
Council shall determine within what period the applicant shall be 
required to satisfy them by the production of receipted invoices, or 
otherwise, that the advance has actually been expended for the purpose 
for which it was sanctioned. If an applicant fails to comply with any 
such requirement the Council may by notice to the applicant and the 
Bank reduce the amount of the advance authorised and require repay- 
ment by the applicant forthwith of any amount expended for a purpose 
for which it was not sanctioned. 

9. The interest payable to a Bank in respect of an advance made 
under these Regulations shall be paid quarterly, or at such other 
intervals as the Bank shall determine. 

10. In any case of default in regard to the repayment of any advance 
reported by the Bank to the County Council, the Council will repay to 
the^Bank the amount due under their guarantee and take all possible 
steps to secure repayment. If any amount proves irrecoverable it 
should be reported by the County Council to the Board of Agriculture 
and Fisheries. 

11. A Bank advancing money on a guarantee under these Regulations 
shall not be responsible for the application of the money advanced. 

12. Advances under these Regulations shall only be approved where 
in the opinion of the County Council the facilities for obtaining advances 
from a society on a co-operative basis are inadequate. 

13. These Regulations apply to tenants of Holdings provided by a 
Council of a County Borough with the following modifications : — 

(a) For “ County Council there shall be substituted “ Council of 

a County Borough," and 

(b) For “ Clerk of the County Council " there shall be substituted 

“Town Clerk," 
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and to the tenants of holdings provided by the Board of Agriculture and 
Fisheries with the following modifications : — 

(i.) For “ County Council ** there shall be substituted Board of 
Agriculture and Fisheries/* and 

(ii.) For “ Clerk to the County Council " there shall be substituted 
** The Secretary to the Bi^rd of Agriculture and Fisheries/* 
Given under our hands this 8th day of December, 1919. 

(Signed) James Parker. 

„ J. Towyn Jones. 

Two of the Lords Commissioners of 
His Majesty* s Treasury. 


The Food Controller has issued an Order amending the 
Potatoes Order, 1919.* The effect of the new Order is to prohibit 
the use of any potatoes which are fit for human 
Potatoes Order, 1919 : consumption (except potatoes which will pass 
Amendment. through a i}-in. riddle) for any purpose other 
than planting or human consumption. 

Such potatoes may not be used for the manufacture of spirits or 
farina or for the manufacture of any article which is ordinarily used 
for any purpose other than human food. The Order came into force 
on 1st January, 1920, and does not apply to Ireland. 


An Order (No. 1806), dated 6th December, 1919, has been made by 
the Food Controller revoking as on the 15th December, 1919, the British 

rm. n • Onions Order, 1918, t but without prejudice to 

The British Onions j- • .c ■^ 1 . 

Order 1918 proceedings in respect of any contraven- 

* * tion thereof. 


The Food Controller has made an Order (No. 1798), dated 4th 
December, 1919, to the effect that : — 

I. On and after the 9th December, 1919. 
until further notice, no Government cheese 
which is produced in the United Kingdom shall 
be sold by retail at a price exceeding a price 
at^the rate of is. M. per lb. 

(a) No charge may be made for packing or packages or for giving 

credit. 


The Cheese 
(Distribution) Order, 
1918. 


(6) Where the cheese is delivered at the buyer’s request otherwise 
than at the seller's premises, an additional charge may be made in 
respect of such delivery not exceeding a charge at the rate of \d. per lb., 
or any larger sum actually and properly paid by the seller for carriage. 

3. The directions under the above Order (The Cheese (Distribution) 
Order, 1918), dated the 8th March, 19x9,1 are hereby revoked as from 
the 9th D^ember, 1919, so far as the same relate to Government cheese 
produced in the United Kingdom, but without prejudice to any pro- 
ceedings in respect of any contravention thereof. 


* See this Journal, December, 1919, p. 946. 

t See this Journal, November, 19x8, p. xoo6, 
{ Not printed in this Journal. 
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The Food Controller issued an Order (No. 1686), dated 22nd 
November last, which fixes the maximum prices at which, and pre- 
scribing the condition under which, all eggs 
Egg Prices. other than plovers’ and gulls’ eggs may be 
sold. The principal provisions of the Eggs 
^Prices) Order, 1918,* are re-enacted, and the schedule of maximum 
prices given in that Order remains unaltered, except that maximum 
prices are fixed for Chinese eggs, the maximum retail prices for which 
are each. 

An Order (No. 1826), dated loth December. 1919, has been made by 
the Food Controller revoking as from the 15th December, 1919, the 
Horse and Poultry Mixtures Order, 1917, as 
The Horse and Poultry amended, t but without prejudice to any 
Mixtures Order, 1917. proceedings in respect of any contravention 
thereof. 


An Order (No. 1847), dated 13th December, 1919, amending the 
Poultr}^ and Game (Prices) Order, 1918, has been made by the Food 
Controller to the effect that : — 

Poultry and Gams i. Sub-Clause (iii.) of Clause 4 of the 
(Prices) Order, 1918. Principal Order J shall be deleted. 

2. The Schedule to this Order shall be 
substituted for the Schedule to the Principal Order. 

THE SCHEDULE. 


Maximum Prices for Poultry and Game, 



First Column. 

Second Column. 


(Retail.) 

(Other than retail.) 

— 

lYice at 
the rate 
per lb. 

Price for 
the Bird. 

Price at 
the rate 
per lb. 

Price for 
the Bird. 

Ancona and Leghorn (white, 
black or brown) Cockerels 
weighing not less than 6 
02., and not more than 

6. (L 

5. d. 

5 . d. 

s. d, 

' 2 8 

I lb 

— 

2 2 

— 

Any other Cockerel and any 





]^llet, Cock or Hen, in- 
cluding Capon . . 

2 2 


2 8 

i 

Domestic Duck 

I 10 

— 

2 3 


Turkey 

2 2 


2 8 

1 

Goose 

I 4 

1 — 

1 ^ 


Guinea Fowl . . . . 


i 3 f‘> 


7 0 

Grouse and Black Game . . 
Partridges, young birds 
(hatched in the year x 91 9, 

j 

i ^ ^ ! 


3 3 

sold prior to ist January, 
1920) 

i 

i 

3 3 

— 

4 0 

All other Partridges 

— 

i I 9 

— 

; 2 3 

Pheasants (Cocks) 

„ (Hens) . . 

— 

1 5 (> 

5 0 

1 

— 

7 0 

j 6 6 


* See this Journal, December, 19x8* P» zxiS* 

t ,, „ December, 19x7, p. 1023, and June, 19x8, P* 353 « 

} „ „ August, 19x8, p. 600, and October, 1918, p. 901. 
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The Board again call the attention of nurserymen and others to 
the new Gooseberry Mildew Order which revokes all previous Orders* 
dealing with this disease except the Fruit 
American Gooieherry Orders of 1915 and 1919,* (Orders referring 
Mildew. to the importation of fruit and the consignment 

of diseased fruit to markets). 

Under this Order notification of disease is required from persons 
growing gooseberry and currant bushes for sale. It is illegal to sell 
gooseberry or currant bushes affected with the disease, but a grower, 
after notification, may prune away all diseased tips and then sell the 
bushes without a licence. The onus of seeing the bushes are free from 
disease rests with the seller. All restrictions on the movement of 
gooseberry or currant bushes which have been in force in Wisbech, 
Kent, Worcester, etc., are removed, but the new Orc^er enables an 
inspector to forbid the removal of visibly diseased bushes and also to 
deal witli diseased bushes moved in contravention of the Order. The 
Board retain power under the Order to deal with fruit growers and 
private owners who fail to take proper steps to check the disease. 

The importation of gooseberry bushes is still prohibited, but that of 
currant bushes is now allowed without licence. 

The Board regret to find nurser5mien and growers of bushes for sale 
are not exercising the necessary care and removing the tips before selling 
the bushes. The Board will strictly enforce the provisions of the Order 
dealing with the sale of diseased bushes, and in such cases of contra- 
vention reported to them are instituting legal proceedings. 


For a long time past large tracts of sheep-farming land in Scotland 
and the North Tyne district of England have known a sheep disease 
popularly called Louping-ill. Of late it has 
Lonping-ill in been so destructive to the flocks, particularly 
Sheep. to lambs, that the farmers in the North Tyne 

country applied to the Board of Agriculture 
for advice and assistance, and Sir Stewart Stockman, Chief Veterinary 
Officer of the Board, recently met a representative gathering of sheep 
farmers and shepherds at ^llingham in Northumberland, where a 
conference was held to discuss the application to practice of the results 
of research on this disease. Sir Stewart Stockman’s own inquiries into 
the pathology of Louping-ill were published at some length in the issue 
of this Journal for April, 1919, and he was able to give the meeting an 
assurance that the farmers have the remedy in their own hands provided 
it suits their business to adopt it. By taking the proper measures they 
can clean up thousands of acres of infected pastures. The investigations 
show that Loupmg-ill is a tick-bom disease. The ticks feed on blood 
of an infected sheep and afterwards pass infection on to the other sheep 
upon which they feed. The obvious method of eradicating the disease 
is to free the pastures of the ticks by stocking each part of the pasture 
heavily in turn with sheep to catch the ticks, and then dipping the sheep 
in an anti-tick bath. The ticks attack the sheep in order to feed on 
their blood and remain attached to their bodies for about five days ; 
dipping with intervals of five days will, therefore, catch the greatest 
number of ticks on the sheep. Another method to be used in con- 
junction with the dipping is to drive the sheep from tick-infested 

♦ See this Journal, June, X919, p. 339. 
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pastures into a pen littered with damaged straw or other rubbish of a 
combustible kind. Once in the pen the sheep are driven round, and this 
disturbance shakes the gorged ticks on to the straw. After a time the 
sheep are driven out of the pens, and the straw or whatever other litter 
is employed is burnt, the ticks being destroyed with it. By the adopti( )ti 
of these methods it is believed that tick-infected pastures can be 
gradually cleaned, and the costly mortality among the flocks very 
greatly reduced and in time even eradicated. Experiments are to be 
conducted with a serum which will be injected into sheep suffering from 
Louping-ill, and it is hoped that this remedy may prove effective in 
decreasing losses during eradication, but eradication should be the mam 
object. Farmers and shepherds in Northumberland are anxious to 
adopt any measures that may be either preventive or curative, and 
Sir Stewart Stockman has agreed to advise upon and supervise any 
operations for the eradication of Louping-ill which farmers may under- 
take. 

For honie time past certain mischievous rumours have been circu- 
lating in England and Scotland, particularly in Scotland, with reference 
to the Board of Agriculture’s Testing Station 
The Pirbright Cattle at Pirbright in Surrey. It is difficult to over- 

Testing Station : take rumour, but it is desirable that in the 

Miflchievons Bnmours present case the rumours should as far as 
denied. possible be met. The result of misleading 

statements are on occasion of quite another kind 
to that which was intended by the originator. The following letter has 
been received by the Board from a prominent cattle breeder of 
Scotland • — 

“ T had to be in London last veck and went out to l^irbright. 
1 am glad I went. I was anxious to see the conditions under which 
the animals are kept, and I shall now be able to refute entirely the 
mischievous reports, born of ignorance and prejudice, that are 
circulating among cattle dealers in England and Scotland. In my 
opinion the animals at Pirbright are being kept under ideal con- 
ditions, and I was more than pleased with everything 1 saw, so far 
as the condition of the animals is concerned. I think the Board 
have an exceedingly capable veterinary inspector and I shall have 
no hesitation in sending further animals to be tested. 

“ Of course, in Scotland, as you will entirely understand, we 
\\ ould much prefer to avoid the expense of sending animals to 
Surrey and be put to the further expense of bringing back any which 
may unfortunately react. There is a further difficulty that breeders 
may object to take back animals which have been in the south of 
England in a district not far removed from cases of Foot-and-Mouth 
Disease. I have had occasion to be in Berkshire. Herefordshire, 
Shropshire and Cumberland since my visit to Pirbright, and while 
looking for animals for export I took the opportunity of disabusing 
the minds of breeders of the prevailing notion that their animals 
might get mixed up with others at Pirbright and run the risk of 
contamination. I assured them that every animal is absolutely 
isolated and that every care and attention are given to them.” 

The Board have received this letter with the gr^test pleasure, 
because it supplies much needed information and correction to those who 
have confused rumour with truth. 
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All who have lately acquired agricultural estates, and farmers 
who have recently come into possession of their farms, will doubtless 
be a little puzzled to find a half-yearly or 
How to Redeem Tithe, yearly summons to pay tithe. There is no 
reason to doubt that many owners of land 
would prefer to rid themselves of the liability. Thanks to the Tithe 
Act of 1918 this is readily done, and at a reasonable cost; indeed, 
during the past twelve months applications for redemption of tithe 
rent-charge amounting to ;£2i,5i3, and to capitsd values of about 
;£30 o,ooo, have reached the Board. Although the tithe included 
in these applications must be regarded as considerable, being, 
for example, nearly eleven times as much as that in the applications 
received during the pre-war year, 1913, the Tithe Act of 1918 
has not completely fulfilled the hopes of some of its supporters. 
Applications would undoubtedly have been larger but for the 
widespread belief tha.t redemption proceedings involved landowners 
in a considerable amount of trouble. Nothing more, however, is required 
in the great majority of cases than that the applicant should write to 
the Board of Agriculture, giving particulars of the tithe rent-charge 
he wishes to redeem, together with the names and addresses of the owner 
and collector of the charge. All other work falls upon officers of the 
Board. 

It is of interest to note that at the moment, where tithe rent-charge is 
payable to the incumbent in right of his benefice, the cost of redemption 
is about 1 7 years* purchase of the present annual value, \^^here tithe 
rent-charge is otherwise held, the consideration is about i.sj years* 
purchase. Persons who cannot supply correct particulars of the tithe 
rent-charge [should send to the Board a plan of their [property, preferably 
on a 1/2,500 scale Ordnance^'sheet, with boundaries of the land to be 
redeemed clearly and accurately set out with a coloured edging. If 
any further particulars are desired, they can be obtained, together with 
the necessary forms of application, free of all charge, on application 
to the Board. 

It is generally admitted that the common lands in England and 
Wales are not only important as means of livelihood for small holders 
and others who live upon their boundaries, 
Common Lands and but also as a source of fresh air and recreation 

How to Protect to town dwellers. From time to time, how- 
them. ever, the Board receive complaints as to 

encroachments or illegal inclosures of common 
land which are gradually reducing the area of the common lands in this 
country. In this connection it may be useful to note that Section 30 
of the Commons Act, 1 876, provides that a County Court within whose 
jurisdiction any common or part thereof is situate may grant an in- 
junction against or make an order for the removal or abatement of such 
inclosure or encroachment. Under Section 26 (2) of the Local Govern- 
ment Act, 1894, ^ District Council may in certain circumstances aid 
persons in maintaining rights of common. As a rule, however, the 
most effective method of putting a stop to encroachments on a common 
is by means of a scheme made by the Urban or Rural Distirct Council 
with the approval of the Board under the Commons Act, 1899, for the 
regulation and management of the common. The necessary fonns 
ax^ r^[ulations under the Act may be obtained from the Board post 
tree on application. 
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f Lord Tveaoh, who has done so much for deserving causes, is anxious 
to help those sons of agricultural labourers who are bright, intelligent 
and fit for more responsible work than that 
A Farm School for which would fall tp their lot in ordinary 
Suffolk : Gift from circumstances, but are barred from advance- 
Lord Iveagh. ment by lack of education. To this end 
he has purchased the Chadacre Hall Estate 
of some 500 acres in the County of Suffolk, and is prepared to 
defray the whole cost of establishing a Farm Institute for 40 or 
or 50 boys who will be admitted at the age of 16 years, after [some 
training on a farm. The Institute is intended primarily for the sons 
of poor parents, particularly of farm labourers, but sons of small farmers 
and small holders will be considered, together with cases recommended 
to the Governing Committee by Local Authorities, school managers, 
clergy and others. Lord Iveagh hopes that it will be possible for the 
Farm Institute to begin work at Michaelmas. No fees are to be charged, 
board, lodging and instruction being entirely free. Lord Iveagh s 
action will meet a need that some of those interested in agriculture ha\ e 
long recognised. There are many farm lads who need no more than the 
stimulus of sound training to enable them to take a prominent part 
in agricultural work, administrative as well as practical. The hope 
may be expressed that others who have the best interests of agricultural 
England at heart will emulate the good work of Lord Iveagh. 

In the Report of the Government Chemist upon the work of the 
Government Laboratory for the year ended 31st March, iqiq,* i1 is 
stated that the number of samples examined 
Report of the Work for the Board of Agriculture and Fisheries, 
of the Oovemment the Board of Agriculture for Scotland and the 
Laboratory, 1918-1919. Department of Agriculture and Technical 
Instruction for Ireland was 581, as compared 
with 1,568 in the previous year. 

Sheep Dips. — Twenty-six samples of sheep dips were received for 
examination in connection with applications by manufacturers for 
inclusion of their preparations in the official “ Schedule of efficient 
dips." Before the Board give their approval to any dip they must 
be satisfied that the formula provides for a sufficient quantity of a 
recognised active ingredient and that the dip has been made in accor- 
dance with the formula. In 15 cases the samples were found to agree 
with the formula, and were of effective strength at the proposed dilution ; 
six were deficient in active ingredients at the dilution submitted by the 
makers ; in the remaining five cases the formulae required modification 
to ensure an efficient dip. Four samples of approved dips obtained in 
different parts of the country were also examined with the object of 
ascertaining whether the dips as sold or used correspond in composition 
with the samples which had received the Board's approval. The 
analyses showed that one of these had not been prepared according 
to the formulae previously submitted and approved. 

The miscellaneous samples examined for the Board included samples 
for the Food Production Department, waste materials, as to their value 
as fertilisers ; cattle feeding stuffs ; basic slag ; potash materials ; seeds ; 
insecticides and manures. 

* Cmd. 419. 1919. Obtainable from H.M. Stationery Office, Imjerial 
House, Kingsway, London, W.C. 2, irice 2d. net. 
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Questions submitted by the Board for Report, — It is stated that in 
Ihe course of the year numerous matters were submitted by the 
Board for report. Many of these related to the value of materials 
supplied as feeding stuffs, and to the supply of potash and phosphatic 
manures. The official method for the determination of potash in 
fertilisers has been revised and a new method drawn up for use in the 
case of flue dust (F. & F. Stuffs (methods of analysis) Regulations No. 
r>59, 1918). 

Flax Retting, — ‘A number of samples of water proposed to be used 
for retting flax were analysed. 

Fertilisers and Feeding Stuffs Act,— llh^ samples under this Act 
were submitted by the Board in connection with applications by local 
authorities for the consent of the Board to proceedings against the 
sellers. The number of samples received was ii, consisting of 5 fer- 
tilisers and 6 feeding stuffs, as against 20 in the previous year. 

The fertilisers consisted of superphosphate, basic slag and sulphate 
of ammonia. 

The feeding stuffs examined consisted of feeding meals and cakes, 
milling by-products and poultry foods. Several of the meals contained 
a considerable proportion of substances unsuitable for feeding purposes. 


Since the date of the list given on pp. 345-6-7 of the issue of this 
Journal for June last, the following leaflets have been issued in the 
Permanent Series : — 

Leaflets Issued by No. 330 .^ — Apple Aphides, 

the Ministry. „ 331 .- of Fruit and Vegetables, 

(Previously issued as F.P. Leaflet No. 34). 
No. }^'^2,—TAquid Manure, , 

.» 333 * -Fish Meal as a Food for Live Stock, 

In addition, the information in the following Leaflets has been revised 
and brought up to date : — 

No. 26 . — Tenant Fanners, Income Tax, and Accounts, 

,, 100 . — The Breeding and Management of Pigs. 

.. ^ 37 * — Potato Scab 
, , r 05 • — Wart Di sease . 

,, 1 41 . — The Preparation of Haney for Market, 

153 - — Storing of Turnips and Mangolds, 

,, 162. — Propagating Apples, Pears, Plums and Cherries, 

,, 167 . — Ducks and Duck-hr ceding, 

,, 178.- -Onion Mildew, 

,, 180. — Dodder, 

,, 197 . — -Agricultural Education and Research in England and Wales. 
,, 198 . — Rearing and Marketing of Geese, 

,, 207 . — Strawberry Cultivation, 

>. 235 * — Organisation of the Milk Supply, 

,, 244 . — The Destruction of Rats, 

.. 253 . — Microsporidiosis of Bees, or Isle of Wight Bee Disease, 
290 . — The Cattle Testing Station of the Board of Agriculture and 
Fisheries, 

,, igj.— Seed Testing, 

,, 298. — Pig-keeping for Cottagers and Smallholders, • 

»» 309 * — Suggestions to Allotment Holders for Autumn Treatment of 
Land, 

»» 3 ^ 7 * — Rearing of Chickens* 



1920.] 


Official Notices and Circulars. 




No. 321 . — Notes on Essential Points in Poultry Keeping. 

323 - — The Prcfitable Uiiltsatton of Surplus Milk. 

Food Production Leaflet No. 59 . — Economy in the Use of Hay. 

The following Permanent Leaflets have been withdrawn from 
circulation : — 

No. 76 . — Cucufuber and Melon Leaf Blotch, 

,, 87 . — A Fungus Disease of Young Fruit Trees, 

,, XI 6 . — Sleepy Disease of T omatoes, 

,, 143 . — The Turnip Mud Beetle, 

,, 1 44 . — Heart Rot of Beet, Mangold and Swede. 

,, -Gall Gnats injurious to Willows and Osiers, 

,, 185 . — Bean Pod Canker. 

,, 2X6 . — The Administration of the Small Holdings Act. 

,, 217 . — The Provision of Allotments, 

,, lyi.'— Clover Sickness. 

,, 281. — Apple Leaf- Spot. 

, , 3 1 r 1 . — Sorghum for Fodder, 

The following Food Production Leaflets have been withdrawn from 
circulation 

No. -Notes on Poultry Feeding, 

II 15 . — The Use of Sulphate of Ammonia as Manure, 

,, 18 . — Seed Testing for Farmers, {Replaced by F,P. Leaflet 
No. 47). 

,, 19 . — Pig Feeding in War Time, 

,, 26 . — 'Economy in the Use of Seed Gram, 

,, ^3.- -Practical Hints on Potato Spraying. 

,, 54 . — The Cropping of Grass Land Broken up for 1918 Harvest. 


The Government have announced the constitution of the Forestrv 
<"oinmission, which has been set up under the new Forestry Act. Tlie 
names and qualifications of the Commissioners 
Construction of the are as follows : — 

Forestry Commission.* Lord Lovat [Chairman) — Owner of ex- 
tensive woodlands and closely identified with 
forestry in Scotland. Director of Forestry, B.E.F., l^Vance, 
Member of the Forestry Reconstruction Sub-Committee and of 
the Interim Forest Authonty. 

Mr. F. D. Acland, M.P. — Chairman. Home-Grown Timber Com- 
mittee, Chairman of the Forestry Reconstruction Sub-Committee, 
Chairman of the Interim Forest Authority. 

I^ord Clinton —Former President of the English Forestry Asso- 
ciation. Member of the Interim Forest Authority 

Mr. L Forestier- Walker, M.P. — Will answer for the Commission 
in the House of Commons. Will represent Wales. 

Sir Jolm Stirling Maxwell. — Assistant Controller (Scotland), 
Timber Supply Department, Board of Trade. Honorary Secretar>% 
former President, Royal Scottish Agricultural Society, Member of 
Forestry Sub-Committee. Will represent Scotland. 

Mr. T. B. Ponsonby. — Member of the Interim Forest Authority. 
Identified with forestry in Ireland. Will represent Ireland. 

Mr. R. L. Robinson. — Member of the Interim Forest Authority, 
Secretary, Forestry Reconstruction Sub-Committee. Fonnerly 

• This Notice was omitted from last month's Journal owing to want of space. 
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head of Joint Forestry Branches of the Board of Agriculture and 
Office of Woods. Distinguished career at Adelaide and Oxford 
Universities in pure science and forestry. 

' Colonel W. T. Steuart-Fotheringham. — Member of the Interim 
Forest Authority. Assistant to Assistant Controller (Scotland), 
Timber Supply Department. Identified with forestry development 
in Scotland. Will represent Scotland. 

The following Circular Letter (No. 64,956/H) was addressed to the 
Councils of Boroughs (including Metropolitan Boroughs) and Urban 
and Rural Districts in England and Wales by 
By-laws affecting the the Board on i8th November : — 

Breeding of Pigs Sir. — I am directed by the President of the 

and Poultry.* Board of Agriculture and Fisheries to refer to 
the Circular Letter which was issued by the 
Local Government Board on 28th May, 191 8, f suggesting that Local 
Authorities should give encouragement in the keeping of pigs by not 
enforcing by-laws against such pig-keeping, provided that the interests 
of public health were not seriously jeopardised, and to say that the 
Board of Agriculture are receiving complaints from persons who have 
undertaken the keeping of pigs and poultry that they have been informed 
that in future the by-laws will be strictly enforced. 

I am to point out that the Board of Agriculture are very strohgly of 
opinion that the necessity for encouraging the keeping of pigs and also 
of poultry is still very great, and will continue to be so for the next few 
years, and under these circumstances I am to express the hope that your 
Local Authority will give all possible facilities consistent with the 
maintenance of public health for the keeping of pigs and poultry, and 
to that end, and, wherever local circumstances will jdlow, refrain from 
enforcing by-lawsjprohibitive of the keeping of such live stock. 

I am, etc., 

(Signed) A. D. Hall, 

Secretary, 


THE^Board’^desire to give notice of the publication of the eighth 
volume of the Special Reports on the Mineral Resources of Great Britain, 
which have been prepared by the Director of 
Special Reports on tlie Geological Survey in response to numerous 
the Mineral Resources inquiries that have arisen through the con- 
of Great Britain. ditions brought about by the late War. 
Price 95. net. 

This volume, which is one of a series of six dealing with the subject 
of the iron ores of Great Britain, gives a general account of the geolog/ 
of the haematite occurrences in West Cumberland, Lancashire and the 
Lake District, the nature of the ore bodies and the history of the 
development of the workings. The varieties and constitution of the 
ores are given in detail, with many analyses. Modem methods of 
mining are described and statistics of output and estimated reserves are 
given. The volume concludes with a detailed account of eaich mine. 

Copies may be obtained through any bookseller from the Director- 
General, '^Ordnance Survey Office, Southampton. 

• This Notice was omittc d from li^ month's Journal owing to want of space, 
t Not printed in this Journal, 
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Xhe Ministry of Food issued the following announcement to the 
Press on gth January : — 

The Food Controller, with the concurrence 
De-Control of Dairy of the Minister of Agriculture and Fisheries 
Produce. and the Secretary for Scotland, has decided 

to discontinue, as from 31st January, various 
measures of control at present exercised over milk products. 

milic. — The Milk (Winter Prices) Order, 1919,"' will be revoked as 
far as it pertains to prices, and thereafter milk may be bought or sold, 
whether by wholesale or retail, free from the restrictions on price im- 
posed by the Order. Prices will be determined in the normal way by 
the free operation of supply and demand. The clauses (10), (ii), (12), 
prohibiting the addition to milk of colouring matter or water, the 
reconstitution of milk, the use, without authority, of bottles or ca»ns 
belonging to other persons, and the clauses (14) and (15) giving power 
to Food Committees, subject to the consent of the Food Controller, to 
buy and sell milk, to make arrangements for its distribution and to give 
directions for securing the purity and cleanliness and wholesomeness of 
milk, will remain in force. Ko alteration will be mjade in the Milk 
(Registration of Dealers) Order, I9i8,t which prohibits retailers and 
wholesalers of milk carrying on business without a licence, but the 
retention of this Order will not interfere with the formation of co-opera- 
tive depots under proper supervision. An Order will be issued, to take 
efEcct on ist February, prohibiting the use of the terms “ C^radc A 
or “ Grade B *' in connection with the sale of milk, except under licence 
by the Ministry of Food., 

ChMM. — Home-produced cheese manufactured after 31st January, 
1920, will not be purchased by the Ministry for the Pool, but will be 
free to find its natural market without restriction of price. The 
Ministry is purchasing hard home cheese, made during the month of 
January, 1920, and delivered to the Pool on or before February 29th, 
1920, under the same terms and conditions as were in force m respect 
of the December make of such cheese. J The Ministry will continue to 
distribute the home cheese so purchased through the Home Cheese 
Distribution Scheme at controlled prices until further order. 

Buttar* — Home-produced butter will, as from 31st January, 1920. 
be freed from the existing control over prices, but the Ministry will 
continue to provide, through the Butter Distribution Scheme, the 
guaranteed ration of Government butter, /.c., butter purchased and 
imported by the Ministry of Food, at a controlled retail price to all 
persons who have registered their ration card with a retailer of Govern- 
ment butter. Supplies of Government butter will also be continued 
to establishments under the existing procedure. 

— ^The Cream Order, 191S, will be revoked as from 31st 
January, 1920, after which date cream may be made, sold, and purchased 
free from any restrictions. 

BondNlMd Mnic, — ^The maximum retail prices of condensed milk 
will be suspended as from 31st January, 1920. 

In giving effect to these decisions the Food Controller must, of course, 
retain power in case of emergency to deal with any unforeseen difficulties 
which may arise. 

♦ See this Journaly September, 1919, p. 650. 
t ,, M M April, 1918, p. no. 

{ ,, below. 
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Th£ Food Controller has issued a Notice under the British Cheese 
Order, 1917, fixing the maximum first-hand prices for the varieties 
of home cheese (except Caerphilly, Ripened 

Control of Home Stilton, and Wensleydale Blue Cheese) manu- 
Cheese, factured during the month of January, 1920, 

and delivered up to and including 29th 
February, 1920. The prices are the same as those previously announced 
for cheese manufactured between ist November and 31st December, 
1919 (inclusive), in Great Britain, and Ireland, and delivered on or 
before 31st January, 1920, and published in the Note on p. 937 of 
last month’s issue ol this Journal. The Notice also provides that the 
maximum first-hand prices for cheese manufactured up to and including 
31st December, 1919, (except in the case of Ripened Stilton and Wen- 
sleydale Blue Cheese which have been freed from the Order) apply to 
such cheese delivered up to and including 29th February^ 1920, instead 
of 31st January, 1920, as previously stated. 

The following Memorandum was addressed to the London County 
Council and the Councils of Boroughs and Urban Districts in England 
and Wales by the Board on ist January : — 
Withdrawal of Allot- i. The Board consider it desirable to call 

ments for Use for tl\p attention of Councils to the procedure 

Building Purposes. which should be adopted as regards land 

entered on for allotments, under the Culti- 
vation of Lands Orders, made under the Defence of the Realm 
Regulations, that is required for building. 

2. As stated in the second paragraph of the Board’s Circular Letter 
of the 23rd May last (C. L. 158/C. 6)* the Board consider that while 
the retention of land as allotments cannot be permitted to restrict the 
development of a town, or to prevent the erection of houses, factories, 
etc., no land cultivated as allotments should, as a general rule, be 
voluntarily given up for building purposes until shortly before the 
owner is in a position to commence building operations. In such cases 
Authorities should, therefore, satisfy themselves that the plans of 
buildings have been approved by the Local Authority, and that the 
building material is available to commence work. 

3. Where a Council receive an application for land to be given up 
for building, they should first satisfy themselves, in accordance with 
the procedure outlined in the foregoing paragraph, that the case is 
one in which the Council should comply with the owner’s request. 
They should then ascertain definitely from the owner the date on which 
he is in a position to start building in order that as long a notice may 
be given forthwith to the allotment holders, so that they may arrange 
to harvest any crops on the ground. While the Council should arrange 
to give as long a period of notice as possible to the allotment holders, 
they should fix a date for giving up possession so long ahead as to prevent 
the builder utilising the men and materials he may have ready for build- 
ing on the site on the particular date named by him or the owner. 

4. Cases have recently occurred where land has been required for 
building, and, owing to the long period of notice given by the Local 
Authority to*the allotment holders, or even without any such excuse, 
the owner or builder has entered on the land, for the purpose of building, 
on a date prior to the date of the termination of the notices which have 


* See this Journal^ June, 1919, p. 333. 
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been given by the Local Authority to the allotment holders. The 
procedure outlined in paragraph 3 of this Memorandum should, there- 
fore, be followed in future, and your Council should take steps to bring 
publicly to the notice of owners of land the fact that any unauthorised 
entry on land before the Council have withdrawn is an offence against 
the Defence of the Realm Regulations, and is punishable by a fine of 
£100, or six months' imprisonment, or both, and that if any cases arises 
in which an owner has wilfully entered on land without authority, your 
Council will not hesitate to obtain the necessary authority to institute 
legal proceedings against him. 

5. Compentfttlon to Allotmont Nolilero on Dlopoooeoolon.— The Board 
have obtained from the Treasury authority to pay, when necessary, 
as an act of grace, compensation to allotment holders dispossessed of 
their holdings within a period of two years after the termination of the 
War. This applies only to allotment holders on land entered upon by 
a Local Authority under the powers conferred on them by the Cultiva- 
tion of Lands Orders, made under the Defence of the Realm Regulations. 
The compensation payable will be restricted to the value of the growing 
crops, and the labour expended and manure applied with a view to a 
future crop before the allotment holder received notice. 

6. Local Authorities are urged to arrange, as far as possible, that 

(a) where land is required for building or other industrial pur- 

poses, or 

(b) where the compensation pa3rable for continued possession 

of the land would be in excess of the value to the nation of 
the food produced, 

-the land should be given up at a time when there are few crops on the 
land, and that in any case in which there is a definite propsect of land 
being required for building next spring or summer, allotment holders 
should be warned not to plant crops or expend labour, or apply manure 
to crops which cannot be harvested before the date when the land 
will have to be given up. 


The following Circular Letter was addressed to Local Authorities 
in Great Britain under the Diseases of Animals Acts, 1894, to 1914# 
by the Board on 30th December : — 

Double Dipping of Sir, — I am directed by the Board of Agri- 

Sheep. culture and Fisheries to refer to their Circular 

Letter to Local Authorities dated the i6th 
March, 1917 (A 303/C.), ♦relative to the question of the double dipping 
of sheep, and to say that the attention of the Board has been called from 
time to time to the fact that in some cases injury and sometimes deaths 
have resulted amongst sheep which have been dipped at intervals of 
less than 14 days. Inquiry in the matter has in every case elicited the 
fact that the sheep which had suffered had been dipped in poisonous 
dip on each occasion. 

It is recognised that if a poisonous dip is used there is a risk of 
poisoning from bad handling of the sheep when dipping, and also from 
the sheep before they are properly drained being placed on confined 
pasture, and so poisoned from eating herbage which is contaminated 
^y the draining from the sheep, and also by rain washing the poison 
«out from the wool. 


♦ Not printed in this Journal, 
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It has been proved that double d 4 >ping with an interval of not more 
than X4 days between the dippings is a necessary measure to secure the 
eradication of Sheep Scab, and that when proper precautions are taken 
such dipping can be carried out with little risk even when poisonous 
dips are used for each dipping. All risk, however, can be avoided by the 
useof non-poisonousdips, of which the lime and sulphur dip (see footnote 
as to Ingredients, etc.), is considered the best for the cure of Scab. 

I am, therefore, to suggest to your Local Authority that when double 
dipping with an interval of not more than 14 days between the two 
dippings is prescribed, either by an Order of the Board or by a Notice 
issued under any Order of the Board, the owner or owners concerned 
should be warned that it is always safer to use non-poisonous dips, 
and if they elect to use a poisonous dip for the purposes of the hrst 
dipping it is highly advisable that for the purposes of the second dipping 
a non*poisonous dip should be used. There are, of 'course, many 
non-poisonous dips on the market which have been approved by the 
Board for the purposes of their Orders relating to Sheep ^ab and Sheep 
Dipping. I am, etc., 

(Sign^) A. D. Hall. 

Prescription for Lime and Sulphur Dip. 

Ingredients, — lime, powdered sulphur and water in the proportions 
indicated above. 

A convenient quantity for a large establishment to make up at a time would 
be 9 lb. lime and 18 lb. sulphur. 

Method of Preparation . — Slake the lime and make into a thick paste with 
the sulphur. Place the mixture in a strong cloth, tie the ends and suspend 
in a boiler containing 10 gal. of water so that the water completely covers the 
contents of the cloth. The cloth must not touch the sides or bottom of the 
boiler, as otherwise the cloth may be burned and its contents escape. ] 3 oil for 
two hours, then remove the cloth, taking care that none of its contents 
escape into the water, and throw the solids away. Make up to 10 gal. again 
with additional water, and put the liquid into a tight drum or barrel. This 
quantity is sufficient when mixed with water to make 100 gal. of dipping bath. 
The period of immersion in this dip ^ould not be less than half a minute. 


Since the Note was published in the issue of this Journal for last 
month, summarising the position as regards Foot'and>Mouth Disease 
in Great Britain, all the remaining general 
Foot«aild-Moiltll restrictions have been withdrawn from the 

Sisaase. Surrey and ten Isle of Wight Scheduled 

Districts, no outbreaks of the disease having 
occurred therein since T2th and 24th November respectively. In 
Warwickshire a small area still remains subject to a Prohibition Move- 
ment Order on account of the outbreak of the disease near Rugby on 
15th December. Outbreaks have unfortunately appeared in six fresh 
centres during the past four weeks, and the position as regards each 
centre, and of the Durham outbreak notified last month, is as follows : — 
Durham . — Further outbreaks -on premises about 5 miles from the 
original centre were confirmed on 3rd January at Sherbum Hill and 
Shadforth, and on 7th January at Shadforth. These three cases were 
connected. The restrictions on movement and marketing of stock have 
b6en modified as regards a large part of the Scheduled District, but nO’ 
movement out of the district is permitted. 

West Sussex . — ^An outbreak was confirmed at Harting on 22nd Sep- 
tember, and the u^ual Order entirely prohibiting movement witliih 
a radius of about 15 miles was made. There has fortunately been no 
extension of the disease in tjiis locality, and the general restrictions- 
have been modified. 
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Yorkshire (West Riding) (Sheffield District ), — ^An outbreak was 
confirmed at Bradfield oaaard December, and an Order was at once made 
prohibiting movement in a large area around the Infected Place. There 
has been no further case and the restrictions have been modified. 

East Kent , — An outbreak was confirmed at Alkham, near Dover, 
on 27th December, and another at Cheriton, Folkestone, on 28th Decem- 
ber. Since the later date five further outbreaks have been confirmed 
in the same locality, the latest being on loth January. Prohibition of 
movement of animals is being maintained in a substantial area around 
Dover and Folkestone, but the restrictions have been modified as 
regards the remainder of the Scheduled District. 

Hampshire, Dorset, Essex , — Outbreaks were confirmed at Boldre, 
near Lymington, Hampshire, on 9th January, and at West Mordan, 
Dorset, and Great Waltham, Essex, on 10 th January. Orders were at 
once made prohibiting movement of animals in a large area in the 
localities afiected. 

Only one case of Rabies has been confirmed in Great Britain since 
the Note in the December issue of this Journal was written. This 
was at Hythe, Kent, on 5th January. The 
Babies. unmuzzling areas in (a) Monmouthshire and 

South Wales, and (fc) North Essex and Suflolk, 
have been substantially reduced. 


In connection with the Royal National Eisteddfod of WaleSr 
to be held at Barry in August, 1920, the Executive Committee 
announce that a competition has been 
Bssajs on Agriculture arranged for the best essay on each of two 
for the National subjects dealing with agriculture. The titles 
Bisteddfod of Wales, of the subjects, the prizes to be awarded, and 
1920 . the names of the adjudicators, are as follows : — 

I . Account of a series of experiments on the 
relative values of the nitrogenous manures (in connection with 
other manures) for cropping in agriculture . . . . • £5 

Adjudicator , — Abel E. Jones, Esq., B.Sc., N.D.A., N.D.D., 
Aberystwyth. 

2. Account of the cropping of a small holding of from 2 to 
3 acres, giving the initial capital required, annual expenditure, 
and possible returns for the first 3 years, supposing the holding was 

(а) on cultivated land. ) 

(б) on old pasture. ) 

Adjudicator,— George P. Berry, Esq., Horticultural Division, 
Ministry of Agriculture and Fisheries, London. 

For further particulars as to the general rules and conditions of the 
competition, application should be made to Mr. D. W. Walters, B.Sc., 
15, Wenvoe Terrace, Barry, Glam. An addressed envelope should 
be enclosed with the application. 


September, ipig, p. 630 , — In line 7 of the Note “ Winter Milk Prices 
in Great Britain the figure under “ February “ should read 35. 3<f. 

instead of 3s., and under “ March ** 3s. 

Jonmal ” Strata, instead of 3s. 3d, 

December, jgig, p, 940 , — In line 26, for 
Netherhampton, in Hampshire," read “ Netherhampton, in Wiltshire." 
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NOTICES OF BOOKS* 

CottftiTt Bttlldliin In Cob, IHoOi Chalk and Clay. — C. Williams-Ellis 
(London : OiEces of ** Country Life/* 1919# 6^. net). This book is a 
new and valuable addition to the “Country Life Library/' Its 
publication indicates an increased interest in the whole question of 
bu Iding material. The needs of the housing problem are proving to be 
an incentive to research and inquiry into every method of construction. 
When the material used by our ancestors in the construction of their 
mud^huts is shown to be, if scientifically used, good building material 
for our houses to-day, one is inclined to believe the truth of the saying 
that “ there is no new thing under the sun/* 

This book should be read before walls of earth are condemned ; it 
would then be understood that certain methods of building have been 
so long neglected that to inquire into and revive their use almost amount 
to something novel. , Many of these ancient methods were thoroughly 
practical. 

Construction in cob, chalk and clay lump has in the past been 
employed in countless small buildings throughout England, and the 
fact that such buildings are still standing four square to the winds 
testifies to the usefulness and the durability of the material. The 
book contains much valuable information and good illustrat ons of 
buildings of these materials, but the really interesting chapters are 
those dealing with pisi or rammed earth used for building walls. This 
method of building has been 1 ttle employed in this country, though it 
has been used most successfully in parts of France and Australia. The 
material, being the native earth dug from the s^ie, has the same 
advantage of cheapness as is possessed by the cob of Devomhire. 
There is no expense for purchase and transport, but it is considered 
superior to cob. 

Mr. St. Loe Strachey has been mainly instrumental in introducing 
this kind of building into this country, and his enthusiasm refused to be 
damped by those who prophesied evil. He persisted in his experiments, 
and has gone far enough to prove that pis6 is an eminently practical 
form of walling for modern-day use in small buildings. He has written 
a racy preface to the book telling how he came to make his experiment 
and what he has achieved. Mr. Williams-Ellis supplements this in the 
body of the book, with reports from other sources and some practical 
hints on the construction of the shuttering that is essential for the 
hard ramming of the earth, and tells us what kind of earth is required 
for success. 

Pis6 buildings would seem to go some way to solve the housing 
problem of the present day, at any rate for rural houses. The material 
offers a method of bu Iding walls without bricks and without skilled 
labour, sound in every sense. 

The “ Country Life ” Book ef CottMree. — Lawrence Weaver 
(London : Offices of “ Country Life,*' 1919, g$. 6d. net). This book 
was first published in March, 1913, and was then extensively reviewed. 
In this new edition many chapters have been whol'y rewritten and 
furnished with fresh illustrations, showing the most recent types 
of cottages, especially those for the housing of the agricultural 
labourer. 
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National Year-book of Affrioultiiral Lofflelatlon, 1918 .— The lnter> 
national Institute of Agriculture has recently issued its eighth Inter- 
national Year-book of agricultural legislation. The volume contains 
an introduction in English, in which the general course of the legislation 
of the world in 1918 in connection with agriculture is outlined, principally 
as affected by the conditions created by the later phases of the War, 
and by the reconstruction movement which has followed. 

The price of the volume is 115. Remittances should be for- 

warded to the Secretary, Board of Agriculture and Fisheries, 3,^St. 
James's Square, London, S.W. i. 

MISCELLANEOUS NOTES. 

The International Crop Report and Agricultural Statistics for 
December, 1919, published by the International Institute of Agriculture, 
gives particulars concerning the production 
Notes on Crop of the cereal crops of 1919 in certain countries 

Prospects and Live in the Northern Hemisphere. 

Stock Abroad. Wheat, — The production in Denmark, Spain, 

France, (ireat Britain, Italy, Netherlands, 
Rumania, Switzerland, Canada, United States, British India, Japan, 
Algeria, and Tunis is estimated at 259,270,000 qr. in 1919, against 
279,700,000 qr. in 1918, or a decrease of 7*3 per cent., the area sown 
showing an increase of o - 5 per cent. 

Rye, — The estimated production in Denmark, Spain, France, Italy, 
Netherlands, Rumania, Switzerland, Canada, and the United States is 
placed at 22,056,000 qr. in 1919, or a decrease of i 2 per cent, compared 
with 1918, when it amounted to 22,334,000 qr., but the^rea sown shows 
an increase of 6*9 per cent. 

Barley, — The production in Denmark, Spain, France, Great Britain. 
Italy, Netherlands, Rumania, Switzerland, Canada, United States, 
Japan, Algeria, and Tunis is estimated to amount to 72,044,000 qr. in 
1919, against 84,620,000 qr. in 1918, or a decrease of 14*9 per cent., the 
area sown being smaller by 6 0 per cent. 

Oats, — It is estimated that the total yield in Denmark, Spain, 
France, Great Britain, Italy, Netherlands, Rumania, Switzerland, 
Canada, United States, Japan, Algeria, and Tunis amounts to 221,626,000 
qr. in 1919, against 261,632,000 qr. in 1918, or a decrease of 15*3 per 
cent., the area sown being smaller by i 9 per cent. 

Maize, — The production in Spain, Italy, Rumania, Switzerland, 
Canada, and the United States is estimated at 364,817,000 qr. in I 9 i 9 » 
against 317,614,000 qr. in 1918, or an increase of 14*9 per cent., while 
the area sowm shows a decrease of 3 *3 per cent. 

Finland.— H.M. Minister at Helsingfors reports that the production 
of cereals in Finland, in 1919, is estimated by the Finnish Board of 
Agriculture as follows Rye, 1,454,000 qr; barley, 743,000 qr. ; and 
oats, 3,031 ,000 qr. The quantities requir^ for consumption in Finland 
are estimated to be;— Rye, 2,827,000 qr. ; barley, 53i»ooo qr. ; and 
oats, 2,538,000 qr. 

Nenr Zealand* — The area under wheat this year in New Zealand is 
officially estimated at 142,000 acres, compared with 210,000 acres 
seeded last year. The area under oats is estimated at 410,000 acres, 
against 487,000 acres last year. {BroomhalVs Com Trade News, 31st 
December, 1919.) 
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Uim ttMli in Oamte. — The numbers of live stock in 1919 were as 
foUotws (the corresponding numbers in 1918 being shown in brackets) : — 
Horses, 3.667,369 (3.609,257) ; dairy cows, 3.547.437 (3.543.6oo) ; 
other cattle, 6,536,574 (6,507,267) ; sheep, 3.421.958 (3.052.748) : 
pigs, 4,040,070 (4,289,682). {InternaiioHol Crop Report and Agricidtural 
Statistics, December, 1919.) 


The monthly crop report of the Board on ist January was as 
follows: — ^The weather of December was everywhere mild and wet, with 
the result that little progress with the further seeding of the land could, 
as a rule, be made. As the preceding months 
AgrieoltiLral had been favourable to cultivation, however, 
O end itiloni in England work is practically ever3nvhere forward for 
Waist the time of year. The young crops, where 

on 1st Jatmary. showing, are generally satisfactory, with the 
. exception of some wheat on low-lying land, 

which has sufEered a little from the wet. As compared with the same 
period a year ago, it is estimated that the area at present sown with 
wheat is slightly smaller ; while it is reckoned that one-fifth of the 
ultimate wheat area yet remains to be seeded. 

In nearly all districts many fields of seeds are patchy and, thin, 
but reports of even and promising plants are more common, and on the 
whole the position is fairly satisfactory, an improvement being very 
generally reported. 

Turnips and swedes, though a small crop, are generally sound and of 
good quality. 

The condition of ewes is fairly satisfactory ; and lambing prospects 
in the earliest ‘districts are regarded as favourable. Owing to the 
scarcity of winter keep, especially hay and roots, stock are being fed 
more sparingly than usual, and in many districts are somewhat lean 
in consequence. Many cattle are still out at grass. 

Unskilled labour is generally sufficient, but skilled men on the other 
hand are scarce in all districts. 


The following local summaries give details regarding agricultural 
labour in the di erent districts of England and Wales in December : — 

Northumberland, Durham, Cumberland, and 
Agrieultuiml Labcmr Westmorland,^ — The supply of labour is now 
in Bnglaiid and Wales sufficient as a rule, though in one or two 

durtaig December, districts there is not enough temporary labour 
for turnip-lifting, and skilled labour is occa- 
sionally scarce. 

Lancashire and Cheshire, — The supply of labour is sufficient in most 
districts, but in some there is a scarcity of skilled men. 

Yorkshire, — The supply of labour is sufficient, but skilled men are 
still scarce. 

Shropshire and Stafford, — The supply of labour is, in general, 
adequate, but in many districts more skiUed men are needed. 

Derby, Nottingham, Leicester, and Rutland, — In most dbtrict$ there 
is a shortage of experienced and skilled men ; the supply of unskilled 
labour appears to be sufficient. 
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Lincohr and Norfolk . — The supply of ordinary labour is about 
su£&cient,' but there are still complaints of a shortage of skilled men, 
«uch as horsemen and cattlemen. 

Suffolk, Cambridge, and Huntingdon . — As a rule the supply of labour 
is sufficient, but in many parts of Cambridge and Huntingdon skilled 
men are wanted. 

Bedford, Northampton, and Warwick . — Though skilled men are scarce, 
there is sufficient labour available. 

Buckingham, Oxford, and Berkshire . — The supply of labour is 
sufficient to meet present requirements, but skilled men are still in 
demand. 

Worcester, Hereford, and Gloucester . — There is sufficient labour 
available, though sMlled men are scarce in some districts. 

Cornwall, Devon, and Somerset . — ^The supply of labour is sufficient 
for present requirements, as a rule, but there are local shortages of 
skilled men. 

Dorset, Wiltshire, and Hampshire . — The supply of labour is generally 
quite sufficient for this season of the year. Unskilled labour is abunda nt , 
but there is a shortage of skilled thatchers, hedgers, and ditchers. 

Surrey, Kent, and Sussex . — The supply of labour is, as a rule, 
sufficient, but in many districts more skilled men are wanted. 

Essex, Hertford, and Middlesex . — The supply of labour is sufficient 
generally, but in Essex skilled men are still needed. 

North Wales . — The supply of labour is, as a rule, sufficient, but there 
is still a demand for skilled men in some distircts. 

Mid Wales . — The supply of labour is now sufficient for requirements 
in most districts. 

South Wales . — The supply of labour is, on the whole, adequate, 
though there are still local shortages, especially of skilled men. 


Septennial, Quarterly and Annual Corn Returns. 

Statement showing what has been, during seven years, ending 
Christmas Day, 1919, the average price of an Imperial bushel of British 
wheat, barley, and oats, computed from the weekly averages of Corn 
Returns, pursuant to the Com Returns Act, 1882. 


Wheat. 

Barley, 

Oats. 

s. d. 

s. d. 

s. d. 

7 i| 

6 if 

4 H 


Board of Agriculture and Fisheries, 

Sth January, igxo. R* J* Thompson. 

Note. — ^The value of £100 Tithe Rent-charge for the year 1920, as 
fixed by the Tithe Act, 1918, will be £iog 3s. 11 d. 


Statement showing the average price of British corn, per quarter 
(Imperial measure) for the quarter ending Christmas, 1919, pursuant to 
the Cora Returns Act, 1882. 


Wheat. 

Barley. 

Oats. 

a. d. 

$. d. 

5. d. 

7 a 8 

201 2 

56 7 


Board of Agriculture and Fisheries, 

5^4 January, igzo* R. J- Thompson 
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Statement showing the average price of an Imperial bushel of 
British corn, for the year fading Christmas, 1919, pursuant to the Corn 
Returns Act, 1882. 


Wheat 

Barley*. 

Oats. 

d . 

t. d . 

a. d . 

9 It 

9 5l 

6 6i 


Board of Agriculture and Fisheries, 

Sth January, ig 2 o , R. J. Thompson. 


Comparative Statement, for the years 1913 to ^919, of the 
quantities sold and the average prices per quarter (Imperial measure) 
of British com as returned under the Com Returns Act, 1882. 


Year. 


Quantities sold. 


Average Price. I 

Wheat. 

Barley. 

Oats. 

Wheat. 

Barley. 

Oats. 


Or. 

Or. 

Qr. 

s. d. 

s. d. 

s. d. 

1913- 

a, 5 ita 97 

2,948,930 

639,298 

31 8 

27 3 

19 1 

1914.. 

3 , 027,976 

3,403,072 

1,164,361 

34 11 

27 2 

20 II 


3 ,aa 3 .Z 96 

2,353,128 

X, 181,480 

52 10 

37 4 

30 3 


3,600, 39X 

2,182,3x8 

2,4x6,966 

1,129,096 

58 5 

53 6 

33 5 


3,386,196 

823,072 

75 9 

64 9 

49 10 

Bi i 

2,484,210 

1,870,761 

448,313 

675,998 

7 * 10 

1 » 0 

49 4 

■M— M 

3,045.129 

3,112,858 

72 11 

i ” ’ 

1 52 5 


Board of Agriculture and Fisheries, 

5th, January, ig2o. R. J. Thompson. 


Average Prices of British Wheat, Barley, and Oats at 
certain Markets during the Month of December, 1917, 
1918, and 1919. 



Wheat. 

Barley. 

Oats. 


1917. 

19x8. 

1919. 

1917. 

1918. 

1919. 

1917. 

1918. 

19x9. 

London 

Norwich 

Peterborough 

Lincoln 

Doncaster ... 

Salisbury 

5 . d, 
72 1 
70 xo 
70 9 
70 xo 
70 XX 
70 2 

s. d. 

73 I 
72 5 
72 I 
72 0 
71 IX 
71 10 

2. d. 
72 xo 
72 6 
72 6 
72 2 
72 8 
72 2 

s. d. 
59 0 

57 9 

sf s 

Sf 3 

58 10 

$• d» 
63 2 
6a 10 
62 4 
62 4 
60 9 
6a 10 

s. 4 . 

109 s 
108 1 
Z02 5 
xo; 5 
104 7 
103 XI 

a. 4 . 

47 2 
43 0 

42 4 

43 0 
41 9 
41 10 

a. 4 . 

64 6 
58 9 

46 X 
$6 8 

5 * 7 

a. 4 , 

6x II 
58 9 

58 XX 

58 xci 
S 7 4 
S 4 7 
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Prices of Corn. 


105 X 


Average Prices of British Com per Quarter of 8 Imperial 
Bu^els, computed from the Returns received under the Corn 


Returns Act, 1882, in each Week in 1917, 1918 and 1919. 


Weeks 
ended (sw 

1919). 

Wheat. 


Barley 



19] 


Oats. 

1 

1917. 

1918. 

1919. 

1917. 

19x8. 

1919. 

7. 

19x8. 

1919. 



s. 

ri. 

f. 

If. 

s. 

d. 

s. 

d. 

s. 

If. 

s. 

d. 

$. 

If. 

5. 

d. 

5. 

If. 

Jan. 

4 ... 

76 

0 

71 

2 

72 

2 

66 

4 

58 

0 

62 

3 

47 

I 

45 

5 

48 

8 

f > 

II ... 

75 

8 

71 

2 

72 

6 

6s 

7 

S8 

2 

62 

5 

47 

2 

46 

9 

49 

8 

f* 

x8... 

75 

8 

71 

3 

72 

7 

64 

9 

sS 

I 

62 

3 

47 

4 

47 

9 

50 

0 

»» 

25... 

75 

10 

71 


72 

7 

64 

5 

S8 

7 

61 

10 

47 

8 

48 

2 

49 

6 

F«b. 

I ... 

75 

10 

71 

2 ! 

72 

8 

64 

0 

S8 

10 

62 

4 

47 

3 

SO 

2 

49 

7 

»* 

8... 

76 

0 

72 


72 

7 

63 

5 

59 

0 

62 

3 

46 

XI 

50 

6 

49 

2 

f » 

15... 

76 

3 

72 

3 

72 

8 

63 

8 

S8 

11 

62 

S 

47 

3 

52 

0 

49 

0 

t> 

22... 

76 

9 

72 

2 

72 

8 

63 

9 

S8 

9 

62 

6 

47 

8 

52 

3 

49 

4 

Mar. 

I ... 

77 

4 

72 

2 

72 

7 

64 

0 

57 

9 

62 

7 

48 

0 

52 

0 

48 

8 

ti 

8... 


0 

72 

3 

72 

6 

6S 

7 

58 

5 

62 

7 

48 

7 

52 

2 

48 

6 

II 

IS... 


10 

72 

4 

72 

5 

64 

X 

5 b 

10 

62 

5 

49 

4 

51 

0 

46 

8 

II 

22... 

80 

3 

72 

3 

72 

7 

6S 

6 

S6 

9 

62 

I 

50 

4 

50 

3 

46 

4 

II 

29... 

81 

5 

72 

4 

72 

7 

71 

10 

5 b 

7 

62 

8 

51 

10 

48 

10 

46 

II 

Apr. 

5 ... 

84 

4 

72 

11 

72 

6 

69 

11 

S6 

7 

62 

8 

55 

1 

49 

10 

47 

2 

II 

12 ...1 

8s 

2 

73 

3 

73 

0 

71 

10 

5 b 

6 

62 

9 

57 

2 

47 

2 

47 

I 

II 

19... 

84 

10 

73 

3 

73 

I 

70 

6 

S6 

6 

62 

9 

59 

8 

47 

0 

47 

3 

II 

26 ... 

81 

1 

73 

3 

73 

1 

69 

5 

S6 

10 

62 

9 

S8 

6 

46 

8 

48 

X 

May 

3 ... 

77 

7 

73 

5 

73 

2 

64 

4 

S6 

5 

62 

8 

54 

9 

47 

4 

48 

7 

II 

10 ... 

78 

0 

73 

5 

73 

2 

64 

II 

S6 

6 

63 

I 

55 

2 

47 

6 

47 

5 

11 

17... 

77 

II 

73 

4 

73 

3 

64 

10 

5 b 

6 

62 

4 

55 

2 

46 

4 

47 

XI 

II 

24... 

78 

0 

73 

3 

73 

2 

64 

9 

S6 

6 

62 

7 

54 

11 

47 

8 

47 

11 

II 

31 ... 

78 

0 

73 

8 

73 

3 

6S 

II 

60 

0 

62 

7 

54 

IX 

44 

9 

48 

3 

June 

7 ... 

78 

0 

73 

II 

73 

2 

67 

7 

59 

2 

62 

6 

55 

0 

45 

5 

47 

10 

II 

14... 


2 

74 

3 

73 

3 

75 

6 

57 

9 

62 

8 

55 

X 

45 

7 


11 

II 

21 ... 

78 

I 

74 

4 

73 

3 

75 

0 

58 

5 

62 

8 

55 

2 

47 

8 

48 

7 

II 

28... 

78 

3 

74 

4 

73 

3 

73 

II 

57 

10 

^3 

4 

55 

1 

46 

4 

49 

I 

July 

5... 


I 

74 

4 

73 

4 

69 

5 

61 

7 

62 

4 

55 

2 

46 

10 

49 

0 

• 1 

12 ... 


2 

74 

4 

73 

3 

70 

10 

57 

5 

63 

I 

55 

I 

47 

0 

49 

XI 

II 

19... 

78 

3 

74 

3 

73 

4 

72 

I 

60 

5 

62 

9 

55 

2 

45 

4 

49 

XX 

II 

26 ... 

78 

3 

74 

3 

73 

4 

65 

7 

56 

ii 

63 

4 

55 

2 

46 

2 

48 

XI 

Aug. 

2 ... 

78 

2 

74 

3 

73 

3 

73 

6 

57 

I 

62 

10 

55 

0 

45 

10 

50 

3 

II 

9... 

78 

4 

74 

7 

73 

4 

76 

I 

57 

7 

73 

8 

55 

0 

46 

3 

55 

6 

II 

16... 

78 

7 

74 

2 

73 

3 

68 

11 

6x 

4 

75 

2 

55 

6 

55 

XI 

61 

4 

II 

23... 

76 

7 

74 

8 

73 

10 

70 

7 

62 

6 

83 

4 

54 

7 

Sb 

9 

62 

0 

II 

30... 

72 

1 

74 

8 

73 

3 

60 

4 

60 

I 

86 

7 

49 

0 

57 

II 

61 

10 

Sept. 

6... 

71 

6 

72 

3 

73 

4 

59 

3 

60 

4 

89 

3 

46 

7 

56 

9 

6x 

X 

II 

13... 

70 

7 

72 

5 

73 

5 

57 

2 

60 

X 

92 

5 

45 

0 

49 

2 

62 

4 

II 

20 ... 

70 

8 

72 

6 

73 

4 ! 

56 

10 

60 

4 

94 

7 

45 

8 

49 

II 

61 

3 

II 

27... 

70 

6 

72 

7 

73 

0 

58 

5 

60 

3 

95 

2 

44 

7 

50 

3 

60 

2 

Oct. 

4... 

70 

8 

72 

8 

73 

4 

57 

9 

60 

3 

94 

4 

44 

9 

50 

9 


6 

II 

II ... 

7 * 

0 

72 

6 

73 

1 

58 

5 

60 

3 

95 

5 

44 

5 

SI 

6 

58 

10 

II 

18... 

70 

8 

72 

7 

73 

0 

59 

3 

60 

3 

93 

xo 

44 

I j 

50 

9 

57 

9 

II 

2S...i 

70 

10 

72 

5 

73 

0 

60 

I 

60 

3 

95 

I 

43 

0 

50 

5 


5 

Nov. 

I ...1 

70 

4 

72 

4 

72 

9 

59 

II 

60 

3 

96 

0 

42 

4 

50 

8 

56 

4 

II 

8. ..I 

70 

3 

72 

4 

72 

8 

60 

2 

60 

3 

97 

xo 

4» 

XI 

49 

II 

55 

3 

II 

IS... 

70 

3 

72 

5 

72 

7 

60 

2 

60 

3 

xoo 

7 

43 

0 

49 

10 

55 

7 

11 

22... 

70 

2 

72 

4 

72 

7 

59 

9 

60 

10 

104 

IX 

43 

1 

51 

X 

55 

XI 

II 

29... 

70 

2 

72 

3 

72 

7 

59 

3 

62 

2 

107 

9 

44 

6 

50 

4 

5b 

0 

Dec. 

6 ... 

70 

7 

72 

4 

72 

7 

58 

7 

62 

6 

108 

11 

43 

5 

5 * 

4 

51 

10 

II 

13 -.. 

71 

2 

73 

3 

72 

6 

58 

0 

62 

7 

xos 

2 

43 

6 

5 * 

4 

5 b 

9 

II 

20... 

71 

1 

72 

4 

72 

6 

57 

7 

62 

3 

103 

6 

44 

2 

50 

5 

Sb 

3 

It 

-Id 

71 

1 

72 

3 

72 

6 

57 

7 

62 

3 

105 

10 

44 

10 

50 


57 

2 

— i 


Nots«— R etttnii of purchases by weight or weighed mesisure are converted to 
Imperial Bushels at the following rates : 'V^eat, 6o lb. ; Barley, So lb. ; Oats, 
191 b. per Imperial Bushel. 
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PRICES OF AGRICULTURAL PRODUCE. 

AVERAGB Prices dt Live Stock in Englakd and Wales 
in December and Novmber, 1919. 

(Compiled from Reports received from the Board’s Market 

Reporters.) 


November. 



December. 

Description. 

1 



Fat Stock: — 


per cwt. 
live weight. 

per cwt. 
live weight. 

per cwt. 
live wc^t. 

per cwt. 
live weight 

Cattle 


s, a. 

s. a. 

5. d. 

Polled Scots 


83 * 

77 3 

79 6 

74 4 

Herefords 

... 

5 

77 4 

79 3 

74 3 

Shorthorns 

... 

s 

77 4 

79 I 

74 2 

Devons 


82 I 

77 I 

79 0 

74 I 

Welsh Runts 


80 II 

76 8 

78 8 

74 10 

Fat Cows 


77 4 

69 3 

74 I 

66 4 



First 

Quality. 

Second 

Qualty. 

First 

Quality. 

Second 

Quality. 

Veal Calves 


per lb* 
d. 

I 7 k 

per lb.* 
d, 

15 

per lb.* 
d. 
x6 

per lb.* 

d. 

X4 

Sheep : — 






Downs 

••• 

>SJ 


HI 

14l 

Longwools 

... 

*5i 

iSi 

HI 

I4l 

Cheviots 

... 

«5i 

>s* 

Hi 

Hi 

Blackfaced 

... 

i5i 

>5* 

Mf 

141 

^V'elsh... ••• ••• 

••• 

iSi 

I Si 

Hi 

Hi 

Cross- breds 

... 

»Si 

»5i 

*4l 

14I 

Pigs 


per score, 
live weight. 

per score, 
live weight. 
5. d. 

per score, 
live weight. 
5. 0. 

per score, 
live weight 

Bacon Pigs 

... 

23 0 

23 0 

2X 0 

21 0 

Porkers 

... 

23 0 

23 0 

21 0 

21 0 

Lean Stock: — 


per head. 

per head. 

per head. 

per head. 

Milking Cows : — 


£ s. 

1 £ 

£ s. 

£ s. 

Shorthorns— In Milk 

... 

58 17 

44 2 

56 16 

42 18 

,, — Calvers 

... 

53 I 

39 13 

52 12 

39 0 

Other Breeds > In Milk 

... 





,, —Calvers 

... 


— 

— 



Calves for Rearing 

... 

4 3 

3 0 

3 *7 

2 17 

Store Cattle ; — 






Shorthorns — Yearlings 

... 

^5 1 

12 4 

15 3 

12 2 

„ — Two-year ‘Olds 

26 18 

21 12 

27 X 

2t 11 

,, -Three-year-olds 

37 9 

33 4 

37 7 

32 3 

Herefoids — Two-year-olds 

29 16 

23 17 

28 X9 

24 IS 

Devons— ,i 


27 8 

22 16 

27 18 

23 9 

Welsh Runts— ,, 


25 10 

20 10 

27 7 

ho 13 

Store Sheep : — 



Hog^^oggets, Tegs, 

and 

s. d. 

S. d. 

s. d» 

5. d. 

Downs or Longwools 

... 

73 9 

56 XI 

63 3 

50 9 

Store Pigs:— 



8 to 12 weeks old ... 

... 

47 0 

33 10 

44 8 

32 3 

12 to 16 „ „ ... 

... 

92 10 

72 IX 

^ 0 

70 XI 








Estimated carcass weight. 


Now.— The prices per lb. for sheep do not include the ealwe of the shins, which diiiinE> 
pec^ber made prices eqnWalent to an additional s|4 per lb. of <he easeBM wnltht 
l^nRw^s, Ch^Ms, Blachfaced anTCiOMbreds. ai^d SS^ wBSv 
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Average Prices of Provisions, Potatoes and Hay at 
certain Markets in England in December, 1919. 

{Compiled from Reports received from the Board’s Market 

Reporters.) 



Bristol. 

Liverpool. 

London. | 

Description. 

First 

Quality. 

Second 

Quality. 

First 

Quality. 

Second 

Quality. 

Fir.st 

Quality. 

Second 

Quality. 


s. d. 

s. d. 

s. d. 

s. d. 

5. d. 

s. d. . 

Butter : — 

per 12 lb. 

per 12 lb. 

per 12 lb. 

per 12 lb. 

per 12 lb. 

per I2lb4 

British 


— 

— . 

— 



Irish Creamery — Fresh 

per cwt. 

per cwt. 

per cwt. 

per cwt. 

per cwt. 

per cwt. 

— 

— 

— 

— 

— 

,, Factory 

— 

— 

— 

— 

— 

— 

Imported (Controlled) 

252 0 

— 

252 0 

— 

252 0 

— 

Cheese — 

British — 

Cheddar 

157 0 




157 0 


Cheshire 


, 

120 lb. 
168 6 

... 

120 lb. 
168 6 

■ 

Canadian 

149 6 


pci cwt. 
149 6 


per cw. 
149 6 

— 

Bacon 

Irish (Green) 

202 6 


202 6 


202 6 


Canadian (Green sides) 

192 0 

— 

192 0 

— 

192 0 

— 

Hams 

York (Dried or 

Smoked) 







Irish (Dried or Smoked) 

— 

— 

— 

— 

— 

— 

American (Green) 

(long cut) ... , ... 

195 0 

— 

195 0 

— 

195 0 

— 

Eggs 

per 120. 

per 120. 

per 120 

per 120. 

per 120. 

per 1 20 

British 

— 

— 

— 

— 

50 0 

— 

Canadian 

— 

— 

37 6 

36 5 

40 0 

38 0 

American 

36 2 

33 0 

33 

31 7 

35 2 

33 2 

Potatoes 

per ton. 

per ton. 

per ton. 

per ton . 

per ton. 

per ton. 

Arran Chief 

240 0 

206 0 

— 

— 

260 0 

240 0 

Edward VII 

276 0 

257 0 

25} 0 

243 6 

270 0 

250 0 

Other LAte Varieties... 

260 0 

240 0 

201 6 

178 6 

360 0 

240 0 

Hay:— 

Clover 





309 0 

284 0 

Meadow 





300 0 

280 0 
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Average Prices or Dead Meat at certain Markets in 
England in December, 1919. 


{Compiled from Reports received from the Board's Market 
Reporters-) 


Description. 

Quality. 

H 

Leeds. 

London. 

Man- 

chester. 

Bbef : — 


per cwt. 
5. d. 

per cwt. 
5. d. 

per cwt. 
5. d. 

per cwt. 
5. d. 

English 

1st 

140 0 

140 0 

140 

o- 

140 0 

Cow and Bull 

2nd 

140 0 

140 0 

140 

0 

140 0 

1st 

140 0 

140 0 

140 

0 

X40 0 


2nd 

140 0 

140 0 

121 

6 

121 6 

Irish: Port Killed 

1st 

— 

— 

X40 

0 

— 


2nd 

— 


140 

0 


Argentine Frozen — 

Hind Quarters 

1st 

126 0 

126 0 

126 

0 

126 0 

yore „ 

1st 

98 0 

98 0 

98 

0 

98 0 

Australian Frozen-- 

Hind Quarters 

1st 

126 0 

_ 

126 

0 

125 0 

^ Fore „ 

1st 

98 0 


98 

0 

98 0 

New Zealand Frozen— 

Hind Quarters 

1st 



126 

0 

126 0 

Fore ,, 

1st 

— 

mmm 

98 

0 

98 0^ 

Veal ; — 

British 

1st 

98 0 

4 

98 0 

98 

0 

98 0 


2nd 

— 

98 0 

98 

0 

98 0 

Mutton 







Scotch 

1st 

147 0 

147 0 

147 

0 

147 0 

English 

2nd 

147 0 

147 0 

147 

0 

147 0 

1st 

147 0 

147 0 

147 

0 

147 0 

Irish : Port Killed 

2nd 

147 0 

147 0 

147 

0 

147 0 

1st 





Argentine Frozen 

2nd 

1st 

98 0 

98 b 

9 $ 

0 

98 0 

New Zealand „ 

1st 

— 

... 

98 

0 

98 0 

Aus'.ralian ,, 

1st 

— 

— 

98 

0 

98 0 

Lamb 







British 

1st 

— 


..... 


■ ■■■1 

New Zealand 

2nd 

1st 

98 0 

— 

9T 

0 

98 0 

Australian 

1st 


... 

98 

0 

98 0 

Argentine 

1st 

98 0 

^o 

00 

0 

98 

0 


Pork 







British 

1st 


... 

263 

6 

149 6 

Frozen 

.2nd 

let 


— 

133 

0 









Ihl%A$;pS OF ANIMAtS« 


DISEASES OP ANIMALS ACTS 1894 to 19x4. 

NtrMBBR OF Outbreaks, and of Animals Attacked or Slanghteied. 
GREAT BRITAIN. 

(From the Returns of the Board of Agriculture and Fisheries^ 


December. 

Disease. 

Twelve Months 
ENDED December. 

II 1 

1918. 1 

1919. 

IQ18. 


Anmmx 

Outbreaks 
Animals attacked 


Poot-and-Moutb Disease:— • 

Outbreaks 

Animals slaughtered as disease) 
or exposed to infection ... 

Glanders (including Farcy) 

Outbreaks 

Animals attacked 



IRELAND. 

(From the Returns of the Department of Agriculture and Technical 
Instruction for Ireland,) 


Twelve Months 
ENDED DBCBMBEE. 



Aathraac 

Ootbre iks 

Animals attacked 


CHaaders (including Farcy) : — 

Outbreaks 

Animals attacked 


Parasitic Mange t— 

Outbreaks 


Slieep-scab : — 

Outbreaks 


Swine Ferer:— 

Outbreaks 

Swine slangiitered as diseased 
pr taposed to infection ... 
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Th* WMthw in EnNlMKi during Onotmtoar. 



Temperature. 


Rainfall. 


Bright 

Sunshine. 

District. 

Daily Mean 

Diflf. from 
Average. 

Amount. 

Diff. from 
Average. 

No. of Da)s 
with Rain. 

Daily Mean. 

Diflf. from 
Average. 


“E. 

E. 

In. 

Mm.* 

Mm * 


Ilour« 

Hours. 

Week ending 6th Dec, : 









England, N.£. 

40-6 

405 

0 44 

II 

— 6 

6 

1*4 

401 

England, E 

42-3 

41*8 

1 79 

45 

+29 

7 

1*4 

0*0 

Midland Counties ... 

42- 1 

42*1 

1*33 

34 

416 

7 

1-2 

~ 0*1 

England, S.E. 

43 -S 

41*6 

2-oi; 

52 

428 

7 

1*5 

0*0 

England, N.W. 

4 i -8 

41*2 

1*07 

27 

4 1 

7 

0 8 

- 0'3 

England, S.W. 

45*0 

41-4 

2 73 

69 

•f 33 

7 

1-4 

— 0*2 

English Channel ... 

48-3 

41*2 

1 * 5 * 

39 

4 

6 

1-4 

-04 

Week ending 13th Dec,: 
England, N.L. 

376 

- 2*3 

0-3S 

10 

— 3 

5 

1*5 

4o*2 

England, E 

37*2 

—' 3-0 

0*37 

9 

— 6 

4 

*•5 

40*2 

Midland Counties ... 

39-0 

—0 7 

0*20 

5 

- 

3 

17 

+ 0-5 

England, S.E. 

39*3 

—27 

0*23 

6 


3 

I ’6 

401 

England, N.W. ... 

40-6 

- 0-5 

0*38 

9 

-14 

3 

2 2 

41-2 

England, S.W, ... 

42-3 

- 0-9 

084 

21 

— 10 


27 

4**3 

English Channel ... 

44*6 

— 2*1 

0-34 

9 

“I7 

5 

2-6 

+ 0-8 

Week ending 20th Dec,: 
England, N.E. 

.,3 

425 

0*87 

22 

41* 

5 

0*6 

- 0*5 

England. E 

40-8 

41-9 

0*35 

9 

00 

6 

0*4 

— 1*0 

Midland Counties ... 

42-0 

4 3*4 

0-76 

19 

4 8 

5 

0*6 

" 0*5 

England, .S K, 

43-0 

42*5 

0*62 

16 

4 3 

5 

0-6 j 

— 0*9 

England, N.W. 

43*5 

j 43-2 

1*30 

33 

416 

6 

07 

— 0*3 

England, S.W. 

44*8 

1 42'5 

0*99 

25 

4 3 

6 

1 0 

- 0*4 

English Channel ... 

47*3 

1 

0*55 

14 

— 3 

6 

07 

1 

— 1*0 

Week ending 27th Dec,: 
England, N.E 


1 

j 







386 

0-0 1 

070 

18 

4 - 7 

5 

X-2 

40-1 

England, E 

4 I-I 

+*•8 

0*90 

23 

-h" 

6 

1 2 

40*1 

Midland Counties ... 

41*8 

+ 3-4 

114 

29 

4x4 

6 

1*2 

0*2 

England, S.E. ... 

43 

+ 36 

0*94 

24 

4 8 

6 

0*9 

- 0*3 

England, N.W. ... 

41-7 

+ 18 

I 83 

46 

427 

6 

09 

- 0 1 

England, S.W. 

45-0 

+ 3-0 

1*48 

37 

410 

7 

1 0 

- 0*1 

English Channel ... 

48*0 

+2 7 

i *47 

37 

4*4 

7 

1*4 

■*' 0*3 


I inch = 25 4 millimetres. 
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NOTES. 

LoruLee ofFareham, Minister of Agriculture and Fisheries, 
addressing representatives of agricultural education on the 
T5th January last, in the Hall of the Civil 
Agricultural Engineers’ Institute, outlined proposals for 

Research extension of agricultural education and 

research throughout the country. 

In view of our Umited area of land, the increased production of 
foodstuffs on which our future security depends can only be 
obtained by far more intensive cultivation. This involves a 
great increase of understanding of modern agriculture, and a 
fai wider spread of agricultural education. In educational 
affairs, as in aU other matters connected with agricultural pro- 
gress, the motto of the Ministry is “ Trust the Counties.” In 
the main, the Ministry will confine its responsibilities to co- 
ordinating the efforts of the Local Authorities, giving them 
every assistance it can. It will become the source from which 
central technical advice on agricultural matters will issue. 
After explaining the organisation of the Intelligence Depart- 
ment recently s6t up at the Ministry under the control of Sir 
Daniel Hall, K.C.B., F.R.S., Lord Lee touched on the question 
of the local organisation for providing agricultural education 
and advice. The immediate question which arises out of the 
Ministry of Agriculture and Fisheries Act, 1919, is this ; Is 
agricultural education to be entrusted to the Education Com- 
mittee of the County Council, or transferred to the Agricultural 
Committee ? The Act gives the option to each county to 
exercise its discretion, and the Ministry does not intend to use 
its influence on one side or the other. If agricultural education 
goes over to the Agricultural Committee, the Ministry is in 
complete agreement with the Board of Education in wishing 
to see an adequate representation of the main Education 

4 B 
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Conunittee on the Stib-Committee which would doubtless be 
set up by the Agricultural Committee to deal with agricultural, 
education. 

The Minister emphasised the importance of securing the 
best men for the work apd of fixing salaries commensmrate 
with the services required of them, since, however mrgent the 
need for economy, inefficiency is dear at any price. He stated 
that forty-two counties had already appointed Agricultural 
Organisers, and he hoped that the delay in the remaining 
counties was due solely to the difficulty of finding the very 
best men for the posts. 

In addition to the Organiser and the Horticultural Superin- 
tendent in such counties as possess a considerable development 
of horticulture, the appointment of specialist instructors in 
dairying and poultry-keeping is recommended, and perhaps a 
still larger staff will be needed, but the Ministry does not 
propose to hamper the Councils and will leave local conditions 
to decide local requirements. Farmers requiring advice should 
apply in the first instance to their ('.ounty Agricultural 
Organiser, who will turn if necessary to the advisers attached 
to the provincial Agricultural College. If the College staff 
cannot deal with the question, it will be referred to the Ministry, 
which will call in such expert opinion as may be necessary. 
Farm Institutes, defined in general terms as agricultural 
schools, providing courses in agriculture for the sons of 
farmers, together with summer and other special courses for 
women and others, are regarded as of great importance to 
counties, but in view of the building difficulties Councils will 
be well advised to lease rather than to buy land for such 
Institutes and to adapt existing buildings rather than seek to 
erect new ones. The chief object of the Ministry is to give a 
general stimulus to educational effort and to" ensure that the 
educational work is carried on in close touch with the other 
activities of the County Agricultural Committees, such as 
land settlement and the improvement of cultivation. 

*«*■»** 

In the middle of January a Conference of Agricultural 
Organisers and Principals Agricultural Colleges and Research 
Institutions was held at the Ministry of 
” Agriculture to consider the Ministry’s 
scheme for the improvement of grass land. 
Sir Daniel Hall, K.C.B., F.R.S., in an opening address, outHned 
proposals and explained how encamously the produce of prass 
land would be increased by the aid of a little knowie^^ and 
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e 3 q)endittire. He went on to say that the time was considered 
ripe for a wide extension of demonstration work and for a 
campaign of enlightenment among farmers. It is proposed to 
establish grass plots as far and wide as possible, preferably by 
the road-side. Demonstrations will so be carried on that the 
most casual passer can, see, almost at a glance, the improve- 
ments that a little skill and care may bring about. Professor 
Somerville of Oxford, and Professor Stapledon of Aberystwyth, 
two of our greatest authorities on grass land improvement, will 
deliver a series of lectures in different parts of the country 
and will place their knowledge at the disposal not only of the 
Ministry, but of all Local Authorities throughout the country. 
The trials to be carried out will be regulated by the conditions 
that obtain in each county, and the work will be left in the 
hands of the County and College Authorities. Dr, Somerville, 
who followed Sir Daniel Hall in addressing the Conference, 
stated that after nearly thirty years’ work on grass land 
improvement he had come to the conclusion that there was no 
form of experiment and expenditure likely to bring about 
such important results. He reminded the audience that we 
have in this country at present over sixteen million acres 
of grass land, by far the greater part of which can be very 
considerably improved. The plans as outlined met with general 
approval, a scheme of demonstration and experiment was con- 
sidered, and the details have since been published (see p. 1133). 

3k aH 9|c ^ 4c 


A Rural Industries Branch has been established at the 
Ministry of Agriculture for the purpose of propaganda and for 
developing organisation in connection with 

and bees, and the preservation of fruit and 
vegetables. The Branch will also deal with schemes for the 
development of Rural Industries and social life in rural places 
and for the co-ordination of action by Local Authorities and 
other bodies by which such development may be effected. 
The establishment of this Branch, which has been placed in 
charge of Sir John Green, late of the Rural League, marks a 
definite effort on the part of the Ministry to give a measure of 
permanence to conditions that arose during the War, when 
the submarine campaign became so great a menace that it 
was necessary to stimulate production, not only on the large 
farms, but on the smallest of small holdings and allotments. 
In the opinion of those best qualified to judge, the agricultural 
labourer and other dwellers in rural areas will have better 

4 B 2 
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opportunities in the future than they have enjoyed in the past 
for keeping live stock and developing home production. At 
a time when the Village Clubs Association and the Women’s 
Institutes and other social forces are stimulating life in the 
countryside, the villager finds himself in the possession of a 
higher wage and larger leisure than he has ever known ; it 
follows that he may be expected to take an active interest in 
the improvement of his own position. 

* * « iii III * 


One of the most encouraging results of the National Rat 
Week in this country is the interest aroused abroad. In- 

rnn. TWT r, ■ Quiries havo come from the authorities 
The World Campaign . , i j x iv,r „„ 

againetKatl far-away lands— from Meso- 

potamia, from Accra on the Gold Coast, 
from Shanghai, from New Zealand, and from Nigeria, India, and 
the West Indies. The authorities have written to the Board to 
inquire precisely what is being done to abate the rat menace, 
asking for literature and for the results of experiments with 
various poisons, stating the special needs of their own country 
and asking how these can best be met. Inasmuch as the rat 
menace is universal in its scope, and is most deadly in some of 
those parts of the world that are under British control, it is 
indeed encouraging to find that the handling of. the problem in 
the Mother Country has stimulated so much interest and inquiry 
elsewhere. It is unnecessary, perhaps, to say that all possible 
information has been sent and that a careful record of all 
experiments that are possible under the existing conditions is 
being kept and will be published in due course. It may be 
mentioned that inquiries have not been limited to Africa, 
Asia and Australasia, Both the Swiss and the Danish 


authorities are keenly interested in all that is being done. 
These countries have been active in the past and are busy to-day 
in doing what they can to destroy their rats. It may be 
hoped that facilities for scientific inquiry will soon be pro- 
vided under Govermnent auspices in this coimtry. 
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LAND SETTLEMENT IN DENMARK* 

J. G. Stewart, M.A., B.Sc., 

Superintending Inspector, Intelligence Department, Ministry of 
Agriculture and Fisheries. 

In so far as it is possible to judge in the course of a short 
visit, Denmark would appear to have satisfactorily solved the 
problem of settling people on the land. 

As regards women in agriculture, Denmark, so far, cannot be 
said to offer any special object lessons. Women naturally find 
emplo3Tnent upon the land, but chiefly in side lines, gardening, 
poultry keeping, etc. ; we saw no instances of women actually 
farming on their own account. Still, conditions such as prevail 
in Denmark seem particularly favourable for independent 
agricultural enterprise on the part of women. 

Denmark is, pre-eminently, a country of small farmers. 
The question, therefore, as to how .success has been achieved 
with small farms or holdings in that country is of prime 
importance to us at the present time. 

In ai^ scheme of land settlement, whether in this country 
or elsewhere, it is generally agreed that provision must be made 
to secure, on the one hand, that all persons placed on holdings 
shall have adequate capital (through loan facilities or other- 
wise), practical experience, and a sound general education; and, 
on the other hand, that the holdings shall be such as in size, 
character of soil, situation with regard to markets and facilities 
for co-operation, will ensure a good prospect of a comfortable 
living. 

How are these conditions fulfilled in Denmark ? 

I. Capital. — ^According to the law of 1909, landed property 
may be purchased to the value of 6,500 kroner (£360) or, 
where the local Values of land are exceptionally high, up to 
8,000 kroner (£450), in respect of which the State will advance 
a loan in cash to the extent of nine-tenths of the value of the 
property. 

A yearly interest of 3 p)er cent, is paid on the State loan, which 
is seemed upon the property with its buildings, live and dead 
stock, etc. For the first five years the loan is free from part 
pa3unents : after that period the loan has to be repaid in 
yearly instalments, including interest on the loan. The total 
loan will be liquidated.in 98 years. 

* This report was prepared by Mr. Stewart as a result of a visit to Denmark 
in 1919, with a delegation of women, who desired to study Danish conditions 
in rdiation to women's work on the land at first hand. 
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So long as the loan from the State amo\mts to more than 
one-half of the original lendable value of the property, no other 
mortgage can be reused upon it. The ordinary banks, the 
savings banks, and credit unions lend money on the 'security 
of land and stock. 

There is no provision for compulsory purchase : the land 
must be bought by voluntary agreement with a willing seller- 
A Bill at present ^fore the Danish Parliament seems to aim 
at the expropriation, on the basis of taxation value, of glebe 
lands, entailed estates, and the largest farms, for division among 
small holders. In this way it is hoped to secure about 100,000 
acres, which will be parcelled out during the next 16 years. 
Parcelling-out societies formed to counter the activities of land 
speculators have been in existence for some years. 

2. ErMtloai Exparimo*. — ^An applicant for a small holding 
under the Act (who may be a woman) , must be a Danish subj ect, 
be 'over 25 and, as a rule, under 50 years of age, and must be 
rmable, without financial assistance, to acquire a small holding. 
He must be of good character, sober, industrious and thrifty, 
and for the five years immediately preceding his application 
must have had practical agricultural experience. 

3. EduMtion. — The scheme of education for farm life in 
Denmark includes — 

(1) Rural Elementary Schools. 

(2) Folk High Schools. 

{3) Agricultural Schools. 

(4) Rural Schools of Household Economics. 

(5) Special Schools for Small Holders. 

The Rural Elementary Schools are very similar to the parish 
schools in Scotland. They are attended by children of all 
classes of the community. Education is compulsory from 
7 to 14 years of age. There are no fees. The management is 
in the hands of the local commvmes or parish councils under 
State supervision. The teachers are well trained and exercise 
considerable local influence. The usual fundamental subjects 
are taught, together with nature study and a language other 
than Danish — usually English or German. Danish and bible 
history, songs and hjmns, g5mnastics, etc., hold high place in 
the school curriculxun. The children are bright, healthy, 
courteous and less self-conscious than our rural children. The 
schoifl week is a six-day one, but as a' rule the older children 
spend more time in school in winter than do the younger ones, 
whil^ the reverse is the case in summer. During the busy 




1920.3 Land Settlement in Denmark. 1063 

seasons the older children, therefore, are free to assist in farm 
work. 

In general, the course is prinaarily designed to inculcate in 
the minds of the pupils a love for rmal life and their native 
land. 

After leaving the free elementary schools, a few of the 
children enter the middle schools, which are found in the 
larger towns. The majority remain on the land. Evening 
continuation schools are available for further study, but it is 
not till pupils reach the age of 18 years that admittance is 
given, as a rule, to any of the other schools referred to. Danish 
thinkers contend that the years of adolescence should be 
devoted to ph5reical development and to gaining experience of 
life rather than to class-room routine. Almost every rural 
community has its local g3mmasium where instruction in 
physical exercises is given, and its assembly hall where the 
people meet for self-improvement. 

The Folk High Schools, so called because their aim is " high," 
are attended by pupils of both sexes from 18 to 25 and upwards. 
They are not as a rule co-educational — they are attended by 
men for five months in winter and by women for three months 
in summer. The chief subjects are history, literature, sociology, 
song practice, and gymnastics, but a certain amount of time is 
also devoted to natural science, mathematics, physics, geo- 
graphy, accounting, hygiene and sanitation, and to sewing and 
embroidery for women. The work is mainly based on lectures, 
and the success of the school consequently depends largely on 
the ability of the teacher to hold and inspire his pupils. 

It is very difficult for the uninitiated to gauge the value of 
the high school teaching, but that it has exerted considerable 
influence in the intellectual advancement of the Danish nation 
can scarcely be doubted. It is claimed to have contributed 
to the making of a broad-minded, moral citizenship, to have 
fostered a deep-seated love of the soil and native land, to have 
freed the people from class domination and shown them how 
to utilise their political power, and to have laid a broad, culturad 
foundation for the successful tackling of the diverse problems 
of life. 

About 50 per cent, of the students attending the agricultural 
schools have first passed through a hi^ school; in some 
agricultural schools this is insisted on as a necessary preliminary. 
Most of the leaders in sodal and political life have ^aduated 
at the high school. 



1064 


Land Settlement in Denmark. 


[FEB.., 


Agricultural Schools . — ^These are attended by young men of 
18 to 20 or over (occasionally by a girl or two). The require- 
ments for admission, which, however, are not strictly enforced, 
are usually (i) practical knowledge of farm work; (2) completion 
of a course at a high school. In regard to the former a system 
of apprenticeship prevails whereby a youth may spend three 
years on three selected farms — one year on each. 

The main course of instruction is one of six months in winter 
with an extension course of three months in summer for more 
advanced study. In addition a special course of one month is 
usually provided for older men and women of experience who 
desire to become control assistants. 

The longer courses embrace most of the subjects taught at 
our own farm institutes, but are more theoretical. Laboratory 
equipment is almost entirely lacking. 

The course for control assistants includes lectures on 
dair3nlng, accounting, feeding, manuring, and the testing of 
soils for acidity, milk recording and the use of the Gerber 
tester. 

Each school has its farm or small holding attached, which 
is run mainly on commercial line.s. Dalum School Farm 
extends to about 100 acres and carries 35 cows ; that at Lyngby 
is about 32 acres and carries at present ii cows, though the 
normal number is 16. Both farms are extremely well managed, 
and more than pay their way. 

The agricultural school is intended to train practical farmers. 
Students desirous of becoming teachers must proceed to the 
Royal Veterinary and Agricultural College at Copenhagen, 
where a more advanced course is given, extending over 2 J years. 

Schools for Small Holders . — ^Three schools have been estab- 
lished for the sons and daughters of small holders, with special 
short courses for small holders themselves and their wives. 
Two such schools were visited. Both are well equipped with 
buildings, comprising lecture rooms, gymnasia, dormitories, 
kitchens, and the usual accommodation for live stock and 
implements. Considerable areas of land, attached to each 
school, are used for general farming and horticulture. 

The land attached to Koerehave School comprises about 
200 acres, consisting of 100 acres of farm land, of which 20 acres 
are rented at 54s. an acre, 66 acres of wood, and 33 acres of 
garden and orchard. With the exception of the 20 acres 
referred to, the whole is the private property of the Principal. 
One of the agricultural teachers rents a 13-acre holding from 
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the school at 84s. per acre. An instructor in horticulture, a 
part-time member of the staff, has purchased a holding of 
27 acres from the school for close upon £100 an acre and is 
running it for nursery purposes, fruit and milk production. 
The Principal intend'^ to cut off one more small holding, to be 
let to another teacher on what are conceived to be improved 
lines. 

The school farm is relatively understocked, carrying only 
II cows, a few calves and about a score of pigs. 

Fruit-growing in Denmark is still in its infancy, and, in 
general, receives little attention. The school orchards have 
been carefully planned and are full of lessons for future growers. 
Most of the better known varieties of apples, pears and plums 
grown in England are represented, but only in respect of pears 
have the imported kinds attained any appreciable success. 
Even in pears the Danish “ Greve A. V. Moltke ” is much the 
most reliable and the most prolific cropper. This pear should 
be worth a trial in England if not already grown here ; it is 
sold to the French as King Christian of Denmark. 

Apple culture, so far, is not a success : most of the varieties 
are badly cankered. 

Of the bush fruits, red currants are the best ; gooseberries 
are badly affected with the American mildew. 

The woods, which are the special care of the Principal, have 
been laid out with much taste and originality. The scheme 
includes shady walks, secluded open-air theatres and sports 
grounds. Here visitors congregate on high days and holidays 
to hear the leaders of Danish thought discourse on history, 
literature, art and sociology. 

The Odense School Farm is 85 acres in area, and cost £4,500 
six years ago (about £53 per acre, including bui'dings). The 
farm is let to the lecturer on agriculture at a rental of 84s. 4^. 
per acre, and consists, for the most part, of poor, light, black 
sand overlying an equally light subsoil. The cropping is as 
follows : one-third roots and potatoes, one-third lucerne and 
grass (two years), one-third corn and peas. The cows 
number 12, about half the normal head, and there are 14 
head of other stock. 

The courses of instruction at both places are similar in 
character. They comprise, winter and summer, five- or six- 
month courses in agriculture and horticulture for men, and 
corresponding courses in household economics for women. In 
addition, several short courses of eleven days each are held 
throughout the year for older men and women. 
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The longer winter courses are. similar in scope to those given 
at the agricultural sdiools. The summer course provides for 
a class of pupil who works on the school land and who, in 
addition to free tuition, board and lodging, receives pay fnmx 
the State. The special ii-day courses are devoted to lectures, 
visits to farms, factories, etc., recreation, song and social 
enjoyment. Such a course affords rest and change from the 
routine work and isolation of a small holding and provides the 
benefits which arise from contact with fresh people and fresh 
problems. 

These schools are of comparatively recent ori^n and were 
intended to devote special attention to side-lines, such as 
poultry-keeping, bee-keeping, and rabbit-breeding ; but except 
for some useful poultry and poultry-houses at one centre nothing 
of note was seen in this connection. 

The Danes are out for Education rather than Technical 
Instruction. 

As compared with our institutions, the instruction given at 
the higher educational centres in Denmark is, in general, more 
elementary, more theoretical, and takes the form mainly of 
lectmes. The "living word,” wiihout embellishment in the 
form of illustrations or lantern slides, is the chief instiuctional 
means employed. On the other hand, the stuiients, as a rule, 
are better versed than ours in practical farm work before they 
enter the schools. There is, however, just a danger of the 
Danes becoming, as one educationist expressed it, a ; ation of 
listeners rather than thinkers. 

The schools in Denmark are practically all residential, and 
at some of them, e.g., the Small Holders’ Schools, men and 
women attend together to their mutual advantage. More 
attention is also paid in Denmark to the " humanities," recrea- 
tion and social life. 

In contrast with Britain, most of the agricultmal educational 
institutions in Denmark are privately owmed, either by the 
Principal or by groups of farmers or small holders. The farms 
are utilised cWefly as a means of suppl3dng produce to, and 
helping to finance, the school : they play little, if any, part 
in the teaching. 

The State contribution towards the annual cost is usually 
from 2,500 K. (£140 I2S. 6d.) to 3,000 K. (£168 15s.). Fees 
(including board and lodging) are usually 75 K. (£4 4»i 5<i.) 
pa* month, or 450 K. (£25 6s. ^.) for five months (includin 
extras). Half of this sum may be paid by the State. 
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Size, 

Number, 

Total Area. 

7 

acres and under 

.. 116,614 

239,604 acres. 

7 


to II i acres 

16,988 

159.832 ., 

Hi 

it 

22I ,. 

28,992 

473.598 

22^ 

ft 

33 i .. 

17,723 

496,962 „ 

33 i 


67 i .. 

35,257 

1,752,121 „ 

67J 


13,5 „ 

25,615 

2,346.295 

135 

*1 

270 „ 

6,502 

1,169.484 

270 

1 1 

540 .. 

1,570 

574,946 „ 

540 

1 f 

and over 

822 

964.327 .. 


250,083 8,177,169 acres. 

Average size of holdmg = 30 acres (approx.) 

In the old days Denmark was divided into large estates, 
much the same as in this country, The process of sub-division 
had begun in the i8th century, and the disastrous war of 1864, 
followed by the disappearance of profit from corn-growing, 
accentuated the process. At the present time over 90 per cent, 
of the Danish farmers own the land they farm. 

Of State small holdings there appear to be about 9,000 of an 
average size of about 9 acres. 

We were able to visit a colony of 17 State small holdings near 
Ringsted, in Sceland, which had been parcelled out of a farm 
12 years ago. In size they vary from 5^ to 27 acres, with an 
average of about 12 acres. 

Each holding is a separate unit with its own complete set of 
buildings, and the land is conveniently arranged around the 
buildings. Each has access to a good road. 

The Buildings are substantial and well kept up ; they are 
built of brick and roofed with tiles or, occasionally, thatch. 
The dwelling-house consists, as a rule, of two sitting-rooms, 
kitchen, scullery, and two bedrooms, with floor above. Water 
is laid on from a supply on the estate worked by a windmill, 
and in charge of one of the smafl holders. The outbuildings 
consist of two, sometimes three, wings situated behind the 
dwelling-house, and comprise cow-house, stable, piggery, barn 
and store. The cow-house and stable and sometimes the 
piggery are usually under one roof. All are provided with 
concrete tanks for liquid manure, and most of them with open, 
concrete dung-steads. 

Stock . — A tyjMcal ii-acre hdding possesses 3 cows (4 in 
Bormd times), 3 to 6 young stock (calves and heifers), i sow or 
2 or 3' store pigs (before the War such a holding d^vered to 
the bacon factory from 10 to 20 pigs annually), from 10 to 40 
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hens, and up to 8o chickens, and i or 2 horses. In some cases, 
neighbouring holders each keep a strong, active horse and work 
together, usually carting milk to the factory as well, but in 
most cases each holder possesses 2 ponies, usually Icelanders, 
about the size of our pit ponies. The Iceland pony is believed 
to be an important factor in the successful working of a small 
holding. Before the War such a pony cost about £8 los., now 
he is worth £42. He is very hardy, active and willing, and, it 
is claimed, two cost only about as much to keep as one big 
horse. 

The main source of income is milk, which is collected at the 
door by the co-operative dairy. The cows — Red Danish — 
are smaller than our milch cows and not so shapely, but they 
have all the points of good milkers. No milk records, as such, 
are kept on the holdings in question, the returns from the 
co-operative dairy being considered sufficient. One holder 
delivered last year 14,000 lb. from 3 cows, as compared with 
28,000 lb. from 4 cows before the War. Another milking 
4 cows gave the yield per day at the date of our visit 
(3rd June), as follows : — 

I heifer, calved Christmas . . . . = 20 lb. 

I COW „ 6 weeks . . . . . . = 29 „ 

I „ „ 2nd March . . . . = ‘ 35 ,, 

I „ ., nth „ .. .. = 42 „ 

About 700 gal. per cow per annum is considered a good 
average. 

A bun is usually hired from a bigger farmer : one, owned 
co-operatively, died, and as he was not insured, funds were 
lacking wherewith to purchase another. 

The pigs are of white Danish breed, very similar to our 
Large Write Yorkshires, to which they are closely related. 
Boars belonging to neighbouring farmers are used ; in one 
case the boar at the small holders’ school. 

Implements . — ^The holdings are invariably well equipped 
with implements of the smaU-holder type. A light plough of 
the " Oliver ” pattern and a Danish horse hoe, convertible into 
a root drill, are perhaps the most noteworthy. The latter is 
adapted for cleairing roots on the flat — two rows being taken 
at one time : a pair of discs fixed about 3 in. apart straddles 
each row of plants, and flat cutting-shares operate between and at 
the outside. The discs protect the plants from being covered 
up by the working of the shares. One horse is required to 
pull this excellent tool. Many of the holdings have their own 
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Horse IIocs siu table for ClcaoiDg Roots on the Flat. 
(Maker: Christopherson, Iloleby.) 


threshing machine. It is a simple affair, driven by horses, and 
consists mainly of a drum to beat out the grain ; wirmowing 
is done afterwards. It is capable of threshing 600 — 700 lb. 
per hour, and cost (pre-war) 300 kroner {lib 17s, 6 d.). Some 
possess chaff-cutters, root-pulpers, corn-drills and mowing 
machines. Co-operation in regard to implements is rare, but 
one or two holders may share a threshing machine. 

The small holder schools are endeavouring to encourage, 
in combination with milk production, the growing of flowers 
and roots for seed, and the cultivation of fruit, but such examples 
as we were able to see were not very promising. 
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Larger Holdings . — visit was also paid to four farms in the 
same locality. In size these run from 75 to 85 acres (average 80 
acres) and, with one exception, are owned by the occupiers. 
The exception is the case of a son renting from his father : the 
son entered the farm before the War, and pa3rs a pre-war rent 
of 33s. 9«i. per acre, although it is generally acknowledged to 
be worth 67s. 6 d. at the present time. (Not far away, and on 
soil of similar character, an occupant of a 10-acre holding is 
paying 84s. 4<?. per acre rental.) Rates, in general, come to 
7s. or 8s. an acre. 

The land is mainly arable and is worked on a seven- or eight- 
course rotation. Hay is usually taken from the second year 
grass, and the land is subsequently dunged and half-fallowed in 
preparation for wheat. Crbps in general were good, particu- 
larly rye and roots, though “ seeds ” in some cases were thin 
and lacking in clover. 

Red Danish cows are the main class of stock kept : these 
are bigger and in better condition than the small holder’s cows, 
and are probably producing more milk. A usual yield is 
stated to be about 800 gal, per cow per annum. Records are 
mostly kept, monthly weighings being made by the Control 
Assistant. 

The cows are tethered at grass from May to the end of 
September, are moved several times a day, and milked thrice. 
Only one collection of milk is made daily by the factory, but 
the different milkings are kept separate, and during hot weather 
the milk is cooled by standing the cans in cold water. 

Winter feed during the War has consisted mainly of roots, 
straw, and sometimes hay, with either no concentrated 
food in addition or from 2 to 4 lb. daily per head, according 
to the supplies which the farmer has himself been able to 
produce. 

All rye and wheat were taken over by the State, and most 
of the oats and barley. In regard to the last-named cereals, 
the Government fixed a quota which it was considered the 
holding should be able to spare after retaining sufficient for 
seed purposes and for the horses. Nothing was allowedfor other 
stock, but such quantity as might be produced in exce® of the 
Goverianent requirements could be disposed of by the fanner 
at his discretion. This provision operated greatly to the 
(Esadvantage of occupiers of the lightest soils where rye is the 
principal crop. 

In regard to cow-carrying capacity, it was found that tire 
average number of cows maintained vras ^8,. apiNoadmatefy 
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one cow to three acres, about the same as in the cas ; of small 
holdings. (An ordinary cow is worth about £45 ; a cow of 
special milking pedigree will make £90 or more.) 

In addition to cows, young stock — calves and heifers — ^to 
the number of about 20 are maintained on each holding. 
These comprise from three to eight bull calves, worth at present 
from to £225 each (the latter out of a cow that gave 500 lb. 
of butter-fat annually for four years) . 

Horses are invariably good and are mostly of the vanner 
type. A lighter-limbed horse is also used, somewhat resembling 
the Enghsh hackney. One of this class, a four-year-old mare 
that had won several prizes locally, was said to be worth 
about £340. 

An 80-acre farm usually carries five working and three other 
younger horses and nags. This relatively heavy stocking is 
said to be due to the necessity for keeping the land constantly 
stirred, but a further explanation is the keen trade in horses 
during the War and the demand for horse flesh for human 
consumption. 

Pig stocks have been much reduced of late. On one farm 
there were 24 pigs, as compared with a pre-war figure of 200. 
The average number per farm at the time of the visit was 
about twelve of all ages. 

As regards labour on these farms, about four men are 
employed continuously throughout the year, and two extra 
men for singling and lifting mangolds and beet. As a rule the 
foreman occupies a cottage on the farm, and his wife assists in 
milking. The hired men are accommodated and fed at the 
farm in much the same way as in Scotland. Adults (males) 
are paid about £56 5s., and women for housework about 
£23 12 s. 6 d. per annum, in addition to food and lodging. 

The farm-steading is usually arranged in the form of a square 
the farm house occupying one detache 1 wing, and the out- 
buildings three wings joined together. The steading is usually 
built of brick and roofed with slates or thatch, and is invariably 
substantial and kept in good repair. The main feature of the 
outbuildings is the cow-shed, usually consisting of a double 
row of stalls arranged tail to tail, with feeding passages in 
front. Connected up with this is a large concrete tank fenr 
the urine. The stalls are not washed down with water, con- 
sequently the manure is preserved pure. To obviate the passage 
of the solid excrement into the tank and to prevent it damming 
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up water in the grip, the latter is constructed with a depression 
at one side covered with a wooden plank, thus ; — 



There is ample barn accommodation — in one case the whole 
of the corn crop is stored under cover as it comes from the 
field — and a good stock of implements and food-preparing 
machinery. 

The farm house is well furnished and scrupulously clean, 
and displays a degree of comfort and prosperity that one does 
not find as a rule in this country on farms of the same size. 

The farmers’ children, and in some cases the farmers them- 
selves, have attended the high school and the agricultural 
school. 

As compared with the small holdings it cannot be said that 
the crops are heavier or the land better managed ; the cattle, 
how ver, are bigger and in better condition, and more attention 
is paid to the use of better sires in breeding. 

5. Climate, Soil and Cropt. — ^Th(' climate of Denmark is charac- 
terised by comparatively mild winters and cool summers. 
The rainfall is, on the average, about 24 in., but is vor3' variable 
in the different years. The country is flat to undulating, 
sparsely wooded, and subject to winds. 

The soil for the most part is drift, consisting mainly of fine 
sand or gravel with a little clay. It is light, free-working and 
hungry, but responds readily to good treatment and plentiful 
appUcations of farmyard manure. Over the islands the soil 
closely resembles the fine black sandy soil found in the neigh- 
bourhood of Ormskirk ; in the centre of Jutland it is mainly 
stony sand and very poor, similar to the " Bagshot ” districts 
of England. 

The character of the soil — flight, free- working, yet responsive 
— ^is probably one of the main factors in the success of the Danish 
small holder. Light implements and light horses sufiice, and 
the Dane has solved the problem of the cultivation of roots — 
the foundation of his scheme of cropping. 

An eight-year rotation is almost universally adopted. On 
the colony previously referred to the cropping is, generally, 
as follows ; — 
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Rye (or wheat). 

Roots, 

Barley, 

Roots, 

L6gume and cereal mixture. 

Grass, 

Grass (with half fallow). 

Oats (or wheat). 

There is no permanent grass on this colony, and except for 
some low-l5dng meadows in the islands and the marshes of 
Jutland there is very little permanent grass in the country. 

Very little artificial manure seems to be used by sma 1 holders: 
the roots may get some nitrate of soda and superphosphate, but 
in the main reliance is placed on farmyard manure. Dung is 
spread on the second year grass about mid ummer after once 
grazing or mowing ; the grass is then half-fallowed for autumn 
com ; a proportion of the dung is applied, usually in early 
winter, for roots. 

Liquid manure is used on the grass and is applied without 
dilution when the grass is wet, chiefly in autumn and spring. 

Excellent crops of rye arc grown. 

Roots consist of mangolds, sometimes sugar beet or sugar 
mangold, swedes and turnips. The land is well worked ; the use 
of the roller and horse hoe for conserving moisture is thoroughly 
understood. There is a saying in Denmark to the effect that 
if it is possible to walk over a root field without getting one’s 
sabots filled with soil it is not in a proper condition of tilth. 

Roots are usually sown on the flat in 18 to 20-in. rows and 
are thinned out 8 in. apart. Good yields are obtained : in 
one case a small holder's crop last year worked out at 35 tons 
per acre. It is a remarkable fact that throughout the whole 
of our tour not a single root failure was seen, even on the very 
light lands of Jutland — ^this notwithstanding the fact that 
the rainfall for May was only i mm. as compared with a 
40 mm. average, and that there was practically no rain during 
our visit in the first half of jane. 

The grass crops consisted of approximately equal proportions 
of rye-grass, cocksfoot and tall oat grass, with lesser amounts 
of Timothy, red clover and alsike. Obviously a mixture of 
this kind cannot form a close bottom, and most of the fields 
which, at the time of our visit, were in full flower, were thinner 
than we like to see in this country. On small holdings and in 
the islands generally all cattle are tethered at grass. In 
Jutland where the holdings run larger and where there are 
numerous low-lying meadows the cattle often graze at large. 

4 c 
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The system of tethering stock is prompted by the belief 
prevalent in Denmark, and supported, it may be remarked, by 
experiments in Ireland, that more feed is obtained by allowing 
grass in any given pasture periods, here and there, of uninter- 
rupted growth than by grazing continually over the whole 
extent. It is admitted that the milk 3deld begins to drop when 
the flowering stage is reached and at the same time more of 
the grass is wasted. To reduce waste, small holders sometimes 
bring their cows in about midsummer and feed the grass in the 
stalls. 

Where tethering is practised, the bulk of the grass becomes 
well estabhshed before the dry weather sets in and is thus able 
to hold its own even during a spell of drought. So much are 
the effects of drought feared that farmers hesitate to cut their 
hay before the drought has broken, and an aftermath is 
assured. 

Lucerne is less grown than might be expected, and winter 
beans are not cultivated at all. Intensive cultivation in the 
form of continuous cropping is unknown, and as regards 
rotations, generall}^ it is doubtful if Denmark can teach us 
much. 

6. Ratum*. — ^We were unable to examine actual balance 
sheets, but the small holders freely disclosed,- so far as they 
wereable, their financial condition. Oneholdingof ii acres cost, 
twelve years ago, 500 kroner per tondeland {£20 14s. per acre), 
buildings cost 4,000 kroner (£225) ; 6,300 kroner (£354 7s. 6d.) 
are stiU owing. In the case of a holding of 13 J acres the land 
cost 600 kroner per tondeland (£25 per acre), buildings cost 
5,500 kroner (£309 7s. 6d.). The holder is paying interest on 
6,700 kroner (£376 17s. 6d.). In another case 12,500 kroner 
(£703 2s. •6d.) were paid for a holding of ii acres, five years 
ago. This included land, buildings and equipment. About five- 
sixths of this is still owing. Another paid 10,000 kroner 
(£562 los.) for an ii-acre holding six years ago, and still owed 
seven-tenths of the amount. 

One holder transferred in 1918 to a bigger holding (ii acres) 
for which the full purchase price was 22,000 kroner (£1,237 los.); 
of this amount he paid down 13,000 kroner (£731 5s.). This 
small holder expressed the opinion that the would-be purchaser 
should possess not less than one-third of the total purchase 
price. 

The general impression conveyed was that the snail holders 
were making a oomfortable living and had not much anxiety 
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for the future. They are content to live soberly and thriftily, 
thfey do not have to work hard, and they are content if there 
is a small balance left over after paying interest and household 
expenses. This balance naturally varies : from £ 2 ^ to ^56 on 
a holding of 13 acres is considered reasonable. 

The worst conducted holding of those inspected was one of 
about 5 J acres, and in this case the small holder earned part of 
his living by working for other people (carting, etc.). In the 
case of another holding of the same size the small holder kept 
3 cows, I horse, i pig and i calf (12 weeks old, just sold for 
220 kroner {£12 7s. 6(i.). Two of the cows were at grass on 
another holding ; the small holder earned 800 kroner (£45) 
independently of his holding. The crops in this case were 
good. We had no further opportunities of inspecting the 
smallest type of holding ; there appears, however, to be a 
general consensus of opinion that the minimum size should be 
big enough to provide a living in itself. 

7. Farming In Jutland. — A visit was paid to Herning, the 
" Capital of the Jutland Heath,” and some time was spent in 
exploring the country around that centre. Approaching 
Herning from the south one passes through an extremely poor, 
sandy country closely resembling our Bagshot Heaths, with 
this difference, that the Jutland Heath is closely settled and 
mostly cultivated. As seen from the central Jutland railway 
the land is much poorer than in the islands, the holdings are 
bigger and more scattered, and the cattle are not tethered to 
the same extent. Very little rain had fallen during the previous 
two months and the country as a whole was obviously suffering 
severely from drought. In this connection it was noticeable 
that where tethering was practised the grass was green and 
vigorous, whereas in the fenced fields where the cattle grazed 
at liberty the herbage was short, poor and " burned.” 

One was struck with the newness of the small towns or 
villages through which the railway passes, and the large 
numbers of new farmsteads along the line side. It would 
appear that the railway was laid through a barren heath and 
that gradually the stations and approaches to the railway 
became centres of human habitation and industry. Herning, 
a flourishing looking town of 7,000 inhabitants, has grown up 
within the last 30 years. It contains a bacon factory, two 
dairies, and excellent elementary, middle, high and technical 
schools. There are two brick factories and several large peat 
" banks ” on the outskirts. Dunng the War the cutting of 

4 c 2 
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peat has developed into an important industry in Jutland. 
Herning is entirely dependent on peat for its fuel, and large 
quantities have been transported to the principal centres of 
population in Denmark, where peat fuel was unknown 
before the War, at a cost of 33s. qi. to 40s. per ton delivered. 
The peat is sold on its analysis ; a good sample will contain 
25 per cent, of water and 2 to 3 per cent, of ash. 

One typical small holding, about i mile from Herning, was 
visited. This consisted of 9 acres and cost £23 4s. id. per acre 
before the War. Buildings consisting of cow-house, stable, 
piggery, and dwelling-house — ^all in one block — cost £135. 
The soil is black peaty sand, deeper and richer than typical 
heath soil, and is cropped as follows : — 

Roots, 

Oats, 

Grass, 

Grass, 

Cereal and legume mixture (ripened). 

Rye. 

There is, also, a small, well-managed garden from which some 
produce is sold. The stock at present consists of two horses 
and two cows. Both crops and stock are only moderate. 
The land is in need of lime and will be dressed with clay marl 
obtainable locally (pre-war price = is. ^d. a loa'd). Normally 
a few pigs and other stock are kept, and the holding is said to 
be entirely self-supporting. Latterly, however, the occupier 
has had to engage in carting and other outside work in order 
to make ends meet. For carting peat, for example, a man and 
two horses will earn from 50s. to 55s. a day. On poorer heath 
soil — ^farther from Herning — ^about 40 acres is considered 
necessary for a living. 

West of Herning many of the holdings range between 60 and 
100 acres. Except roots and rye, crops generally were poor. 
Some of the best crops in the district were to be seen on the 
Government Experiment Station at Studsgaard. 

Here the soil is extremely light, black sand, on which experi- 
ments are being conducted to determine the best crops and the 
b st varieties of such crops to grow. Rye, oats, barley, roots, 
potatoes, carrots, grasses, clover and miscellaneous forage 
plants are included in the trials. Rye and potatoes*are very 
good ; carrots also do well ; and of the forage plants tall oat grass 
and red clover seem to be about the best. Lucerne is poor 
alone, but mo(^erately good ilong with tall oat grass. 
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A usual rotation is : — 

Lupins — ploughed in, 

Rye, 

Potatoes, 

Oats, 

Sugar beet, 

Rye, 

Grass, 

Grass. 

Lupins have been sown at dilferent times, and, judging by 
the appearance of the succeeding rye crop, the earliest -sown 
'upins have answered best, due to the gi'eater bulk of crop 
ploughed in. 

One of the most successful experimental rotations, judging 
hy the crop yields, is lupins followed by rye followed by 
potatoes. Lupins are ploughed in, and never fed to stock. 

A trial is being made of pit ensilage. 

In an easterly direction from Herning, towards Silkeborg 
and Skandeborg, the railway passes through a peat country 
containing wide stretches of flat, grass marshes used for 
grazing both dairy (Black and WLite Danish) and store cattle. 
The latter are mainly Shorthorns or Shorthorn crosses bred 
from English bulls. Farther on, blocks of large holdings, less 
well equipped with the cleaning implements seen on the 
islands, alternate with clusters of small holdings and some fine 
belts of spruce and pine. Then come treeless stretches of 
boggy land cultivated on 8-yd. ''stitches,'" with intervening 
open ditches 2 ft. deep, and again more black sandy heath and 
small lo-or 12-acre holdings, with heaps of marl lying about 
ready for application. This so-called marl is mostly clay with 
about 30 per cent, of lime, and costs about 3s. 6d. a ton. So 
light is the soil that to prevent blocking by blown sand the 
railway is protected by close sleeper " fences. The soil is 
still cultivated, however, even when so poor that the coarse 
white sand ^hows through the growing crops : only the flat. 
Intractable bogs remain uncultivated and these are being 
worked for peat. 

One then reaches the Lake District of Denmark — a poor 
stretch of country, little cultivated, but beautified by heath 
and pine. Silkeborg is the centre of the wood-pulp paper 
industry. 

8. Forestry In ilutland. — good deal of tree-planting appears 
to have been done in recent years : however poor the soil, small 
belts of spruce and pine were ever3nvhere seen in flourishing 
condition ; many of the fields, too, are hedged around with 
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pine as in the light land districts of Norfolk. The health and 
vigour of these conifers, even where . scarcely a green blade 
was visible, and where the land was red with sorrel, greatly 
impressed the onlooker. 

A visit was paid to the plantations of HjortsbaUehoeje in 
central Jutland. On this bleak and barren stretch of light 
sandy moorland the Danish Heath Society started planting in 
1866. The land was ploughed over roughly in furrows 12 in. 
wide by 6 in. deep, and left for a season. Afterwards it was 
knocked about and finally thrown up in 5 -ft. “ stitches ” and 
planted with spruce {Picia excel sa). This did not flourish and 
trials were made with Mountain Pine (Pintts montana), which 
is more of the nature of a shrub than a tree, stooling out into 
four or six main stems and reaching a height of 10 ft. or so. 
The spruce and pine grow well in mixture, and the method now 
adopted is to cut o\it the pines at from 20 to 40 years' growth, 
by which time the spruce is thoroughly established. The latter 
remains and makes quite useful timber. The pine is used 
mainly for firewood and, in the production of charcoal and tar. 
There seems little doubt that much of our own " heath ” 
country could be similarly afforested, providing useful employ- 
ment ior large numbers of men or women and helping out by 
means of casual work the small holder located on the borders 
of the forest. 

9. Remark*. — ^To sum up, a small holder in the Islands of 
Denmark is able to make a comfortable living with no great 
exertion from about 11 acres, provided, of course, he employs 
no extra labour. It was suggested to us by one of the most 
capable small holders we met that 16 acres would be a more 
economic unit and that one man would still be able to undertake 
all of the work. In the lighter districts of Jutland an economic 
unit is rather larger than in the Islands (from 20 to 30 acres 
or more according to the soil) ; in these districts the land is 
worked in much the same way as in the Islands, and sdmetimes 
the smaller men eke out their living by cutting and selling peat 
and by work in the woods. Rye and potatoes are the most 
reliable crops on the lightest soils, the latter being grown more 
extensively in Jutland than in the Islands, where a small holder 
rarely grows more than is sufficient for his own household. 

The sale of milk, the price of which in June last was about 
the same as in this country, brings an assured and regular 
inoeme. The cows, especially the Red Danish, are madformly 
good milkers and would appear to require rather kss food than 
ours. During the War the small holder’s cow has. suiereid 




1920.] 


Land Settlement in Denmark. 


1079 


more than that of the bigger farmer, and it is doubtful if, at^ 
present at all events, the small holding, acre for acre, produces 
as much milk as does the larger holding. There is less difference 
between the two classes of holding in regard to crop production. 
While the numbers of cattle (not cows in milk) have practically 
been maintained, pigs have fallen off during the War, from a 
total of about 2J millions to half a million. The Dane had 
become accustomed to fatten his pigs on separated milk and 
barley meal or millers’ offals, and when the supplies of these 
fell off (separated milk being used largely in chcesemaking, etc.) 
he seems to have been at a loss to find a satisfactory substitute. 

In regard to education, the Danish small holder is perhaps 
slightly better equipped on the average than the small ho’der 
in this country, and he values it more highly. Whether as a 
result of education or temperament or some other cause difficult 
to define, the Danes are imbued with a spirit of helpfulness, 
neighbourliness, and frankness in regard to their private 
affairs that makes the path to co-operation easy. The 
progressive majority adopt it and the others have to follow 
suit, or fail to find a market for their produce. The chief 
reason, however, for the success of co-operation is, probably, 
the dense concentration of small holdings and small farms, all 
turning out the same products. This is a result of uniformity 
in soil conditions, the fact that agriculture is the main industry 
of importance, and the popular love of soil and native land. 
Added to this is the fact that everything possible is done by the 
legislature, composed largely of farmers, and by the rural 
councils to help the small holder in his task. Financial 
assistance is obtainable on easy terms ; while the holdings are 
excellently equipped with buildings and each is a self-contained 
unit. There is no such thing as the sharing of buildings ; 
there are no disjoined holdings ; and the joint use of horses, 
implements and machinery is rare. 

The same combination of circumstances in this country is 
seldom met with ; but the wide stretches of light, free-worHng 
soil capable of improvement by liberal applications of farmyard 
manure, which are to be found in many districts, would seem 
to make likely centres for trials of small arable dairy holdings. 
In Denmark the milk goes to the co-operative creamery, which, 
on the average, has a membership of about 140 and deals with 
the produce of about 700 cows. The cream is used for butter- 
making and the bulk of the separated milk is returned to the 
farms for pig-feeding. In this country the milk would probably 
be destined for sale in the towns, and the only form of co- 
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operation directly called for would be the collection of the milk 
at the holdings for dispatch to the nearest station or depot. 
In the event of a surplus the additional organisation required 
to run a cheese factory, with the principle of co-operation 
already to hand, would necessarily be more easily provided. 

A further reflection was suggested by the marked similarity 
between much of the land in Denmark with land in Norfolk 
and Suffolk. In these counties large tracts of light land are 
now devoted mainly to sheep-farming and sport. Similar land 
in a small country like Denmark would probably be carrying a 
cow to every 3 rcres and contributing more largely to the wealth 
of the country and the re-instatement of a healthy rural 
population. 


FARM DRAINAGE MACHINERY. 

Major J. G. Merrison. 

Farm drainage by mechanical means is recognised to be 
a subject of pressing and increasing importance to the British 
farmer, but little is known in the United Kingdom of the 
methods employed elsewhere, particularly in Canada and the 
United States. In those two countries high wages and a 
scarcity of skilled labour gave rise long ago to conditions very 
similar to those obtaining to-day in the United Kingdom, 
where manutd labour is now in a great many cases so expensive 
as to be prohibitive. This article is not intended to explain 
the benefits to be derived from draining, or to discuss the 
methods to be followed in particular circumstances, but to 
describe and illustrate the various classes and types of machine 
successfully employed in this country and abroad. 

Drainage machinery ranges from small ploughs and scoops, 
costing but a few pounds, to elaborate biachines costing 
thousands. Many and widely different conditions require 
to be met in drainage, and machines have been designed 
for practically all possible conditions ; but for pmposes of 
classification it will be convenient to divide the machines into 
four definite groups ; — 

1. Ploughs and scoops. 

2. Wheel excavators and endless chain excavators. 

3. Steam tackle. 

4. Scraper excavators. 



1920.] Farm Drainage Machinery. 1081 

I. Plou8ii8 ftnd Scoops. — ^This class includes the smallest and 
least expensive type of implement or machine. The main 
advantage of machines of this class is their low cost ; they meet 
the requirements of the farmer who has only a small amount 
of drainage work to do, which he will fit in with the general 
work of the farm, employing men and a team or tractor when 
they are not required for other operations. A heavy initial 
outlay on speedier and, mechanically, more efficient machines, 
would be clearly false economy for the farmer with only a little 
drainage work to perform ; if such machines are to be employed 
for his work they will be owned by a contractor or some local 
authority. 



Ihe Ditching Digger, — Fig. i shows a very simple device 
used to deepen existing open ditches, and to loosen the 
soil preparatory to shovelling when excavating trenches 
for tile drains. The implement is constructed on the lines of 
a plough, to the beam of which are attached vertical standards 
with a cutting edge, and a coulter which splits the ground ahead 
of these cutting knives. At the end of the knives are fixed 
spade feet to loosen the earth at the bottom of the trench,* 
The depth of cut is regulated by a shoe at the head. With the 
exception of a wooden stay the implement is constructed 
throughout of iron and steel, thus ensuring the maximum 
strength and stability. The weight of this machine is approxi- 
mately 180 lb. Two men and two horses are required to work 
the machine, which costs about £8. 

{h) The Ditching Scoop, — Fig. 2 illustrates an implement 
known as the ditching scoop. It consists of a heavy U-shaped 
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cutter which loosens the earth, and a bucket in the rear for 
collecting the soil. The cutter is mounted on a steel frame. 
The bucket is fixed to the cutter frame by steel, straps. The 
wooden handle is hinged to the bucket and is used to keep the 
machine upright when entering the trench. The bucket is 
filled by being drawn up the sloping end of the uncompleted 
part of the trench. The depth of each cut is controlled by an 
adjustable shoe in front of the cutting knife. The bucket is 
3| ft. long, 17 in. high, and 10 in. wide at the top, and will 
hold about 5 cub. ft. of soil. When charged the bucket slides 
out of the trench, the handle is disengaged and the bucket falls 
on its side. A loop on the bottom of the bucket offers a 
hold for turning it, and perforation in the bottom prevents 
the soil from being held in the bucket by suction. Two 
men and a team of horses are required to operate this scoop. 
The implement costs about £10. 

(c) Soil Scrapers and Scoops. — ^Figs. 3 and 4 show respectively 
a scraper and a scoop, used for removing the soil from open 
ditches after it has been loosened by a plough. Fig. 3 shows 
the type of scraper used when the soil has to be deposited 
on the side ; the scraper works across the ditch and deposits 
the soil on the edge of the bank, leaving sloping sides. 
F'ig. 4 shows the type used when the soil has to be carried 
some distance. It will work either crossways or lengthways 
according to the size of the ditch and the nature of the soil. 
Two men and two horses are needed to operate these scoops, 
the cost of which is from £3 or £4 upwards, according to size. 

(d) Farm Ditcher. — Fig. 5 shows a handy machine for making 
drainage ditches, grading and building roads, terracing, back- 
filling tile ditches and filling guUeys. As a ditcher the machine 
cuts a V-shaped ditch w'ith sloping sides from 4 ft, to 6 ft. in 
depth, according to the nature of the soil in which it is used. 
The machine is built in two sizes, a 300-lb. machine equipped 
with a 5-ft. cutting blade and a 375-lb. machine with a 7-ft. 
cutting blade : the former requires two horses on light soil 
and four on heavier soils ; the latter requires from four to 
eight horses, or can be used with a tractor. 

(e) The Swedish Excavator. — ^Figs. 6 and 7 show two sizes 
of a Swedish machine, the “ Revolt ” excavator, which has been 
imported for use in this cormtry. The U-shaped share serves 
to scoop up a layer of soil ; the loosened soil enters the lower 
part of an inclined conveyer that carries it to the of the 
machine, where a discharge chute returns it to the ground on 
the side of the trench. An adjustable shoe in front r^ulates 
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the depth of the cut. The conveyer is driven direct by a com- 
bined cog and carrying wheel that runs along the bottom of the 
ditch. It is claimed that the smaller machine (Fig. 6) with two 
men and two horses will dig 300 to 400 yards of ditch per day 
(7 in. wide, 3 ft. 7 in. to 4 ft. deep) ; and the larger machine 
(Fig. 7) with four horses and three men, 400 to 600 yards per day 
(12 in. wide, 4 ft. deep). The smaller machine has been tried 
very successfully in England, both under easy conditions and 
in stiff clay. It is understood that near Boston, Lines, working 
in light, loamy soil with a sandy bottom, the machine with 
two horses cut a trench 130 yards long and 3 ft. 6 in. deep in 
1 J hours, and with a Fordson tractor cut 100 yards 3 ft. deep in 



Fig. 7. — Swedish Lxcaviitoi sizo). 


half an hour. The present price of the smaller machine in 
this country is about £40. 

2. Wheel and Endleee Chain Cxoavatore. — These machines are 
used by contractors and persons having a large amount of 
farm tile-drainage to do. To meet successfully varying soil 
and other conditions and to avoid breakage and loss of time, 
machines must be capable of digging exactly to a determined 
gradient, be free from mechanical trouble and resistant to 
heavy overload. The machines consist of a strong, rigid 
frame and platform carrying the engine and gears, and are 
so designed as to be self-propelling. Internal combustion 
engines are generally used, though steam engines and boilers 
are often preferred. The digging attachments are so mounted 
and hinged to the moving platform that they may be raised 
or lowered by the operator in securing the depth desired. 
Levers are so arranged that the depth of excavation can be 
accurately controlled by the person operating the machine. 
An arm or gauge is attached to the digging frame in order 
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that the operator can sight across it to targets set along the 
line of trench at a known height above the desired bottom, 
and the machines thus cut true to a given gradient. 
Manufacturers now fit these machines, especially the heavier 
ones, with multipedal or caterpillar tracks, although some of 
the lighter machines are still mounted on four wheels. The 
machines are moved by applying the power directly to turn 
the wheels or tracks. The speed at which the machine moves 
forward can be regulated by the traction gears, which may be 
changed at will. Shields are fitted to the machine to prevent 
the sides of the trenches from caving in when ditching in very 
soft soil. The shields arc usually about 8 ft. long, or sunicient 
to permit the tiles being laid properly. The machines vary 
in size and weight — from a machine capable of digging trenches 
10 in. wide by 4| ft. deep and weighing 7 tons, to machines 
that will dig trenches 36 in. wide by 7J ft. deep, and weighing 
about 22 tons. 

(a) Wheel Excavator. — Fig. 8 illustrates a machine used 
extensively by contractors for tile drainage on the farms of 
Ontario and Eastern ("anada. The machine weighs about 

7 tons ; its length over all is 25 ft., and its width over all is 

8 ft. 6 in. The power is supplied by an internal combustion 
I4'h.p. single-cylinder engine. The digging is done by buckets 
on the rim of a wheel which is revolved in the trench : as each 
bucket reaches the top of the circle, the soil falls upon a conveyer 
belt : the belt can be adjusted to deposit on either side of the 
trench. Cleaning devices are furnished to remove sticky earth 
from the buckets. Digging wheels are supplied to take buckets 
in sizes from to 14 in. wide and to dig 4| to 5J ft. deep. 
Two men are required to operate the machine and to lay and 
blind* the tile. The fuel required for ordinary tile drains 
averaging 3 ft. deep and 12 in. wide is 5 to 8 gal. of petrol 
per lo-hour day. Upon this class of work the machine will do 
80 to 200 rods a day, depending principally upon the nature 
of the soil. The cost of this machine is about £750. 

(t) Endless Chain Excavator. — ^Fig. 9 shows a machine of the 
endless chain elevator class. Machines of this kind are built 
in a greater range of sizes, so far as chain and buckets are con- 
cerned, than wheel excavators of the same weight. They 
also seem to be better adapted for work where there is need of 
14 in. and larger tiles, and generally where there is a heavier 
task to perform. The digging apparatus (Fig. 10) is operated 


* i.e. to fill in sufiScient eaxth to hold the tile in place. 






•Austin Farm Tile Trenchin" Machine. 






qirpped with 30 ft. IV om. Bucket 
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by a sprocket wheel at the upper end of^the frame, receiving 
power through a drive chain from the engine. At the end of 
their upward movement the buckets empty their loads upon 
an endless belt, which conveys the soil far enough to the side, 
so that it will not fall back into the trench. Cutting knives or 
teeth on the lip of the bucket are often used in hard ground. 
An attachment is also manufactured that will cut open ditches 
with a sloping bank, having a maximum depth of 5 ft. and 
width of 7^ ft. Devices for cleaning buckets are attached to 
the machine. The machine illustrated in Fig. 9 weighs about 
13 tons : its length over all is 33 ft. plus boom 18 ft. ; its 
width over all is 9 ft. 4 in. ; and its height over all is 10 ft. 



ViG. 10.— Endless Chain Excavator-Digging Apparatus (tor larger 
machine than Fig. 9)- 


The power is supplied by an internal combustion 4-cylinder 
engine rated at 22 to 25 h.p. Two men are required to 
operate the machine, to lay and blind the tile. The fuel 
required for tile drains averaging 3 ft. deep and 12 in. wide 
is 20 gal. of petrol per lo-hour day ! the minimum amount 
of work done per day is about 3**0 yards. 

3. Stsam Tackle.— Steam tackle is too well known to need 
description. Mole drainage and open ditching have been 
successfully practised by this system for many years, and very 
suitable implements arc provided for that purpose. 

{a) Mole Draining Machines.— ploughs (Fig. 11) are 
used to form channels in the subsoil to drain the land. The 
machine forms a duct with smooth sides (similar to a mole 
track) into which the surface water drains and is carried 
away to the main drain. Stiff, clay soils are best suited to this 
method of drainage, since there is less likelihood of the soil 
filhng the channels and blocking the water than in the case of 
loose soil. Land l3nng on a fair incline gives better results 
than flat land, as the rapid flow of the water tends to keep the 
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channel open. The plough consists of a steel cone carried on 
a coulter attached to a stout beam. The frame of the machine 
is mounted on two large hind wheels and one or two smaller 
wheels in front. Means are provided for regulating the depth 
of the bore to a maximum of 3 ft. 



Fig. II. — Fowler Double-frame Mole Draining Machine, fitted with 
Hand Lifting Gear. 

(b) Trench or Ditching Machines. — ^Fig. 12 shows an example 
of a Fowler implement of a t5?pe little used in this country. 
It is designed for opening trench or irrigation ditches. The 
front of the frame is provided with a rope sheave round which 
a rope from one of the ploughing engines passes, the other 
end of the rope being fixed to the hind wheel of the same engine. 
The front coulter splits the mass of earth to be removed into 
two halves, which are conveyed upwards by suitable mould- 
boards and deposited on both sides of the finished ditch. The 
machine is manufactured in several sizes, making trenches up 
to 2 ft. in depth and 3 ft. in width. 

4. Sorapar Exoaimtora wHH Draff Unas. — These machines are 
designed for open ditching work and are specially useful in 
digging by lateral excavation ditches not exceeding 16 ft. 
over the top. By substituting additional booms the machines 
can be converted to do four different kinds of work 

(а) Drag line work. 

(б) Digging and steam shovel work. 

(c) Grab work with slush. 

{i) Grading work. 

The power unit of these machines may be either intmial 
combustion at steam. The class of work undaffaken by these 
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t3T)es is very heavy, and steam power is advocated wherever 
coal is procurable. The swinging boom is mounted on a bed 
frame and the upper end of the boom is supported by a cable. 
The bucket or scoop hangs on a cable from the upper end of the 
boom and is filled by being dragged along the ditch. The 
loaded bucket is raised by a cable from the boom, which then 
dumps it on the waste bank. 

Figs. 13 and 14 show two types of drag-line machine, the 
first driven by steam and the second by an internal combustion 
engine. The first is the “ Marion ” Model No. 28. This is 
equipped with a 32 -ft. boom, weighs about 21 tons, and will 
cut from 200 to 400 cubic yards of soil a day. The multipedal 
tracks are 5 ft. 8 in. by 2 ft. One ton of coal is required a 
day. The second is the “ Austin ” Combination No. 5, which 
has a 4-cylinder engine of 45 h.p. requiring 30 gal. of paraffin 
a day. It has a boom length of 30 ft., weighs 17 tons, and will 
cut a minimum of 300 cubic yards a day. Both machines 
require two men to operate them. The cost of the former is 
about £2,500 and the latter £2,750. 

Conclusion. — It has already been indicated that only the 
very large farmer can afiord to buy a machine other than one 
of those in the first class described above. There would 
appear to be ample scope for local authorities (such as Drainage 
Boards) and for contractors in carrying out by mechanical 
means the various classes of drainage work requiring to be 
done. In this connection it may be of interest to set out 
briefly a scheme in operation in parts of Canada where drainage 
machinery is largely used. 

The actual work is undertaken by contractors, but the 
Provincial Departments of Agriculture assist farmers and 
contractors in the following way. Provincial Drainage Officers 
get the farmers together in a district which needs draining, and 
endeavour to secure an undertaking from them to proceed with 
the work, with the object of arranging for sufficient work to 
make it worth the while of a contractor to come into the district. 
Clearly a contractor cannot pay his expenses if the only work 
in prospect is an odd field here and there. Drainage Advisers 
are sent during the summer months to fanners who desire to 
have their farms drained, and who require technical assistance 
in preparing plans, etc. The Adviser surveys the farm, pre- 
pares a scheme and advises the farmers generally on the best 
methods to be adopted. No charge is made for the services 
of the Adviser, but the farmer pays his travellir^ expenses, 
defrays the carriage of his implements, boards him while at 
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work, and furnishes any necessary information. Loans are 
granted by the Provincial Government to any farmer requiring 
financial assistance to enable him to put in a system of tile 
drains. Such loans are repaid in the form of an addition to 
the Land Tax. 

Although such a scheme may not be applicable to the con- 
ditions in England and Wales, yet it appears to the writer that 
there is a parafnount necessity for mapping out the work to 
be done, and for so organising it that it will be efficiently and 
cheaply performed either by contractors or public authorities. 
At the same time it is desirable to give a word of warning ; 
the conditions which have to be faced in any couhtry or in any 
area are complex, and differ from those in other countries and 
other areas ; the machinery suitable for a new country will 
not necessarily prove suitable for an old one. Careful investi- 
gation and experiment are an essential preliminary before any 
particular types of machines can be recommended for the various 
classes of work requiring to be carried out in this country. 

LAND DRAINAGE. 

It is now possible to review the land drainage work which 
was commenced imder the Defence of the Realm Regulations 
and is being continued under the provisions of the Land 
Drainage Act of 1918, with a view to increasing the food- 
producing capacity of the country by means of the improve- 
ment of the rivers and arterial drains. “ Land drainage ” must 
be distinguished on the one hand from “ farm drainage,” which, 
though it depends for its full effectiveness upon the efficiency 
of the rivers and main arteries, involves entirely difierent 
administrative and technical questions, and, on the other hand, 
from works of “ land reclamation ” which have for their object 
the making of agricultural land out of tidal marsh, heath, 
bog, or other waste areas. 

Under the Defence of the Realm Regulations power wu'- 
given to the Ministry of Agriculture to enforce the liiibilit\’ 
of any riparian occupier of agricultural land to cletir anj- 
watercourse in or adjoining his land, in cases where his neglect 
to do so rendered other land liable to be damaged by Hooding. 

Further power was given to the Ministry to take over and 
exercise any drainage powers which were being ignoied, or 
inadequately exercised, by any drainage authority. These 
powers were exercised by the Ministry through the Agricultural 
Executive Committees or counties, who dealt with the mattei 
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on broad lines and organised comprehensive schemes for the 
improvement of whole rivers and large areas of land. 

The cost of the work done under the Regulations was either 
met voluntarily by the riparian owners or occupiers themselves 
in the first instance, or, where the work was carried out by the 
Executive Committees, was advanced by the Ministry, to be 
recovered from the riparian occupiers on the completion of 
the work. To obviate the injustice of compelling a riparian 
occupier or owner to pay for work which benefited other land 
besides his own, all such work, if it could not be paid lor out 
of the rates of a drainage authority, was done by prisoner 
labour, which was given free. The official action of county 
committees under the Regulations naturally aroused widespread 
interest in land drainage, and led to a vast amount of voluntary 
work being done by landowners. A return rendered recently 
to the Ministry by county committees shows that the acreage 
which has bcicn benefited by drainage work done by or at the 
instance of (. ounty Executive ('ommittees reaches the sub- 
stantial total of 405,300 acres in lingland and Wales. The 
advances made by tlie Ministry of Agriculture to pay for the 
work amounted approximately to £90,000, of which about 
£.io,ooo has be(‘n recovenM. Owing to changes of tenancy 
and other causes, it m<iy not bo possible to recover the whole 
of the balance, but it is estimated that the ultimate cost to the 
State of the whole work will not exceed an average of per 
acre. 

The return above referred to is a document of great interest, 
not only as ^.howing the districts in which the greatest energy 
has been displayed, but as indicating the difierent nature of the 
probh'ins with which the county committees had to deal, 
b'or example, in Norfolk nine schemes were carried out, and the 
total area benefited was ^54,000 acres, an average of cS,3oo acres 
for each scheme.* In C umberland 10,000 acres were improved, 
but this involved the carrying out of no less than 99 separate 
schemes, of which 74 were carried out voluntarily by landowners, 
at the instance of the county committee, without any advance 
of money being made by the Ministry. Another typical scheme, 
of which some account may be of interest, was carried out in 
East Suffolk on the Dove. The length of river which was 
taken in hand was about 10 miles. The area drained by it 
is 20,000 acres, and the total cost of the work (the prisoner 
labour being free) was £1,050. The average width of the river 

* An account of the work done in Norfolk on the River Waveney wai 
published in this Joumalf July, 1919, p. 381, and December, 1919, p. 922, 
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varies from about 12 ft. in the highest reaches to about 30 ft. 
in the lowest reach, but in places it was so badly silted up and 
overgrown that its course could only be traced with some 
difficulty. No constructive engineering works were attempted ; 
it was simply a matter of digging, and of removing numberless 
old roots, fallen trees, and similar obstructions. The river, as 
improved by the clearances, should now be fully capable of 
carrying oft all the water that drains into it. Very notable 
work has been done in Kssex (89,000 acres), the West Riding 
(82,700 acres), and Lindsey (Lines.) (44,700 acres). 

It w’as of course clear from the beginning that the eflect of 
the work carried out under war-time regulations would be only 
temporary, unless some statutory provision could be made for 
perpetuating it. Such provision has been made by the passing 
of the T.and Drainage Act of 1918.* 

Part L of this Act enables drainage boards to be established, 
or the boundaries of existing drainage authorities to be altered, 
by an Order of the Ministry of Agriculture, which does not, 
unless it is opposed, require confirmation by Parliament ; and 
such Orders can now^ be made by the Ministry either on its 
own initiative', or on receipt of a petition from persons or 
autorities inthcrested. Thus there is provided a short and 
inexpensive procedure, and a means of carrying out a con- 
sidered and homogeneous policy with regard to all the drainage 
areas in the country. 

Drainage authorities established before 1918 were either 
ancient ( ommissions of Sew^ers (some of them established as 
early as the thirteenth century), or authorities established by 
local Acts or under the Land Drainage Act, 1861. The former 
class ha\'e, generally speaking, a wide and indefinite area, and 
only oxercise jurisdiction over parts of it. Authorities of the 
latter class have generally been established to meet purely local 
needs, and are the outcome of Parliamentary bargains. Their 
areas bear no relation, as a rule, to the requirements of the 
whole of the area drained by any river or artery. The policy 
adopted by the Ministry of Agriculture since 1918 has been to 
form drainage boards for whole river valleys or basins, wherever 
possible, which shall control the main channels and their banks, 
while retaining “ internal drainage authorities where these 
exist, and creating new authorities for internal drainage where 
desirable. 

It may be of interest to set out the stages which have to be 
gone through, from the first proposal or petition for the forma- 

• See this Journal^ November, 1918, p. 961, and December, 1918, p. H2i, 
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tion of a drainage board, to the board's final establishment. 
The first stage is the making of a survey of the area concerned, 
in order to settle the boundaries of the proposed district. 
These boundaries are usually fixed at a line approximately 
8 ft. above the highest recorded flood level. The boundaries 
are plotted on 6>in. Ordnance maps, and a draft Order is 
prepared which provides (where necessary) for differential 
rating, and for the representation on the board of the several 
component parts of the area. The draft Order and the map 
are discussed with the (bounty Councils, existing drainage 
authorities, and other persons or bodies interested. When 
n(‘cessary, local conferences are held for this purpose. No 
Order can be made affecting the area of an existing authority 
Mdthoui that authority's consent. The draft Order and map 
are then deposited for public inspection for a month, during 
which objections may be lodged with the Ministry of Agri- 
culture. WTien the objections have been dealt with (a public 
inquiry being held if necessary), the Order receives any 
necessary revision, and is then sealed and again deposited for 
public inspection for a month, during which period persons 
having a prescribed interest may present memorials to the 
Ministry of Agi'iculture praying that the Order shall not becom^^ 
law without confirmation by Parliament. If no memorials be 
presented, or only such as can be met by slight alterations, the 
Order is con finned by the Ministry and becomes law. Other- 
wise, it becomes a Provisional Order requiring confirmation by 
Parliament. 

At the c-nd of 1919 the Ministry had confirmed eight Orders 
establishing drainage authorities or extending their areas, and 
had in hand, at various stages, from the initial survey to the 
final deposit, 39 others. The total area affected by all these 
Orders (made or in course of preparation) is approximately 
i,20t),()00 acres. 

The Ministry are also enabled b}^ Part T. of the Act of 1918 
to extend the powers of drainage authorities constituted under 
local Acts. The local Acts frequently imposed limits of rates 
which make it impossible for the authority to carr^^on its work, 
having regard to the ruling prices of material and labour. 
But for this power to alter the local Acts it is probable that 
several small drainage districts would have become derelict 
during the past year. Ten Orders of this nature were con- 
firmed in 1919. 

The second part of the Act of 1918 confers two very useful 
powers upon the Ministry. The first is the power to take over 
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temporarily the duties of any drainage authority which is not 
carrying out those duties satisfactorily, and the second is to 
carry out schemes for the improvement of small areas of 
agricultural land by clearing or improving the watercoiu^es. 
Both these powers are delegated by the Ministry to county 
committees established for the purpose. Schemes for the im- 
provement of areas wliich are not suitable for administration 
by drainage boards arc prepared by the county committees, 
approved by the Ministry, and deposited in draft for a month 
for public inspection. After any objections which may be 
made have been dealt with, the schemes are carried out by the 
county committees, the cost being advanced by 'the Ministry 
of Agriculture, and recovered from the owners of all lands 
bcnelited by the work. After the completion of the work, a 
county committee (acting as the Ministry’s delegate) has the 
powers of a drainage board for the purpose of the maintenance 
of the works. The drainage of all the small detached areas in 
any county can thus be maintained by a single anlliority, 
instead of being cither neglected or maintained by small local 
drainage boards which are necessarily uneconomical and have 
tended in the past to become inefficient. .Schemes of this 
nature can be put into operation in places where there are 
ancient Awards which have fallen into abeyance on account of 
the vagueness of their terms or for want of any properly con- 
stituted authority to carry out their provisions. 

The measures referred to above have led to a fairly general 
appreciation of the great harm which has been done to 
agriculture in the past by the neglect of the rivers and brooks 
throughoxit the country. The damage does not arise only 
from actual floods, but arises to an even greater extent from 
the perpetual waterlogging which has rendered a great quantity 
of land entirely useless for corn- growing or for any of the 
deep-rooting crops, of which the value is now generally 
admitted. There is no doubt that much money has been 
wasted in the past by attempting to drain lields without 
providing an efficient outfall, and that the effect of much farm 
draining which was carried out years ago at great expense has 
been entirely lost through the outfalls having become choked. 
There seems now to be some ground for hope that the campaign 
which has been carried on during the last two years for the 
clearing of watercourses may result in widespread and 
permanent benefit to agriculture. 
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THE WHITE ROT DISEASE OF 
ONION BULBS. 

A. D. Cotton, 

Mycologist to the Ministry of Agriculture and Fisheries, 

AND 

M. N. OWExN’, 

Botany School, University of Cambridge. 

The disease here described causes considerable damage to 
the onion crop, especially in market gardens and allotments. 
Until recently, however, it has not attracted serious attention, 
and, except in one isolated instance, it has never been the 
subject of scientific investigation. During the past two years 
the disea^^e has been studied at the Ministry’s Pathological 
Laboratory at Kew, and experimental work has been carried 
out in gardens and market gardens in that neighbourhood 
in which it had been found to occur. The fungus causing the 
disease has been isolated, grown artificially in pure culture, 
and the nature of its lile cycle determined. As a result of 
these studies the White Rot of onions has been clearly differen- 
tiated from certain diseases with which it has hitherto been 
confused by almost all writers, I'urthermore, the fungus 
itself has been found to be quite distinct from two fungj 
(namely, Sclerotinia bulbonnn and Botrytis cincrea) both of which 
have, at one time or another, been regarded as the cause of the 
trouble in question, and to be identical with another parasite 
detected and described many years ago, but in more recent 
times almost entirely overlooked. 

Now that the life-history of the causative organism is pro- 
perly known it is possible to suggest methods for controlling 
the spread of the \\Tiite Rot disease, although there is still 
room for further investigation in this direction, especialty with 
regard to soil fungicides and trials as to the susceptibility and 
resistance of different varieties of onions. 

The only previous account which deals in any way clearly 
with the White Rot disease is that* by the Italian botanist 
Voglino, who records its occurrence on garlic in various parts 
of Italy, and gives a description of the microscopic characters 
of the fungus. This being the case a fairly full general account 
of the disease and the fungus causing it is given below, though 


* Lc Staaoni sperimentati agraricitaiiane, 1902. Vol. XXXVI, fasc.II., 

pp. 89-106. 
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technical details and other matter of purely scientific interest 
are omitted from the present paper. 

Nlstorioal. — The destruction of onion bulbs by a fungus 
producing a white mould was observed by Berkeley as long ago 
as 1841. He described the fungus and gave it the name of 
Sclerotium cejnvomm* He states that the fungus is “ very 
common on onions at the point from which the roots spring, 
and often very destructive.” His description is meagre, it is 
true, but sufficient, nevertheless, to distinguish it from allied 
fungi. Berkeley’s specimens, moreover, are preserved in the 
Herbarium at Kew ; and examination of these shows that they 
are precisely identical with the White Rot fungus so prevalent 
to-day. 

Since that date other forms of rotting in onion bulbs have 
been described, and great confusion has arisen as to the various 
diseases and also as to the fungi causing them. Much has been 
written, both in Britain and on the Continent, but with the 
exception of Voglino and a few quite recent witers, Berkeley's 
S. cepivorun^ has been more or less confused with the onion 
disease caus(.“d by Botrvlis. No doubt the presence of the two 
fungi on one and the same bulb (as sometimes occur> late in the 
season) may partly account for this. 

As a specific disease, quite distinct from Botrjlis, \\ hite Rot 
was first correctly distinguished in this country in the Annual 
Report of the Plant Disease Survey of the Ministry- of Agricul- 
ture for 1917 (p. 20). The popular name there employed was 
“ Dry Rot,” from the dry nature of the decay which the fungus 
produces. Since the term dry rot is usually associated with 
forms of decay occurring in storage, and as the present disease 
attacks the growing crops and seldom, if ever, causes trouble 
in storage, this term appears to be somewhat inappropriate. 
For this reason, therefore, another popular name, viz., " M’hite 
Rot ” (derived from the abundance of white mould at the base 
of diseased bulbs in the early stages) has been adopted, and the 
same name is employed in the Ministry’s Plant Disease Survey 
Report for iqiS. In Bedfordshire, where this disease is wide- 
spread, it is termed ‘‘ Mouldy Nose,” and in the north it is 
often, though erroneously, termed Mildew (see later, p. 1098). 

DMoription of the OioraM. — Onions become attacked with 
White Rot when the soil in which they are sown or planted is 
contaminated with the fungus. They usually first Show 
symptoms of attack at the end of May or early in June. As 
might be expected in the case of a disease contracted from the 

♦ Ann, and^Mag. Nat. Hist., VL, Jannar>^ X841, p* 339, 





Tig. I. Autumn-sown Onions affected %vitli White Rot, as seen in Julv. The destruction of the roots and the white 
mycelium on the bulos is seen m specimens {h) and (c). Specimen ft/; .show's the formation of the small, black sclerotia at 
the base of the bulb. 




I'lG. 2. FlO. 3 . 


Fig. 2. — Spring sown Onion Plant altackt<l bv White Rot, sliowing 
the white mycelium nround the base ol the bulb. 

Fig. 3. — A pure culture ot the White Rot fungus grown on potato 
agar in a test tube. The culture is about a lorl night oUl, an<l sluovs 
the production of numerous black sclerotia amonest the white mvcelium. 
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soil, the attack commences with individual plants located 
indiscriminately over the beds, but if the soil is heavily con- 
taminated practically all the plants will be affected. Autumn- 
sown plants appear to be the earliest to suffer, but spring-sown 
onions suffer equally and, being smaller, are more quickly 
killed and are sometimes destroyed in large numbers. 

The earliest visible symptom is one of wilting and yellowing 
of the foliage. The oldest leaves turn yellow and fall over, 
and later the other leaves also collapse. If the diseased plants 
are gently pulled they will be found to come up very readily, 
and closer examination will show that the roots have been 
invaded by fungus mycelium or spawn, and have been almost 
entirely destroyed (Figs, i and 2). It is probable that in all 
cases the roots are attacked before the bulb. \A'arm, damp 
weather appears to be specially favourable to the growth of 
the parasite, and when these conditions exist the fungus 
develops rapidly round the base of the bulb and soon covers 
it with a mass of fluffy white fungus-spawn or mycelium 
(Fig. I (c)). This white mycelium is very characteristic of 
the W'hite Rot disease, and distinguishes it at once from all 
other diseases of the onion. When the disease is still 
further advanced it will be found that the fluffy mycelium has 
largely disappeared or has been replaced by a more closely 
fitting weft which penetrates also into the tissues of the bulb 
(Fig. I (a) ), At this stage the surface of the bulb shows the 
presence of numerous, black, spherical bodies about the size of 
small poppy seed (0.5 mm. diam.) and termed sclerotia. The 
sclerotia are the resting bodies of the fungus (corresponding 
in a rough way with seeds), and it is by means of these that the 
parasite persists in the soil from year to year. The fungal 
threads continue to penetrate the tissues of the bulb, devouring 
the cell-contents, and forming numerous sclerotia, until finally 
the bulb becomes shrunken and dried up. The sclerotia are 
produced in large numbers on the diseased plants, and it is 
obvious that if the bulbs are left in the ground the soil becomes 
thoroughly contaminated with the fungus. 

White Rot is most in evidence from the beginning of June to 
early August. By August it has mostly killed or destroyed the 
affected plants, and comparatively few new infections appear 
to take place after that date, 

Mefiiod of Roproduotion ond Ovor-wlntorliiff. — In order to combat 
the disease intelligently it is essential to know tlie life- 
history of the parasite and its methods of propagation and 
perpetuation. 
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Notwithstanding the most careful search during the last 
two years the only method of reproduction which has been 
observed is the germination of the above-described sclerotia. 
It has been found, by means of artificial cultures in test-tubes, 
that under suitable conditions of warmth and moisture these 
bodies put forth ordinary vegetative filaments which develop 
into a new growth of mycelium. The same method of germina- 
tion, without doubt, takes place in the soil where the mycelium 
produced would invade the roots of any onion plants which 
were present. It would appear, therefore, that under natural 
conditions the sclerotia formed on the diseased bulbs in the 
summer remain dormant in the soil during winter,* germinate 
in the late spring, and thus bring about the infection of the 
new crop. 

Shortly after germination the mycelium of the fungus pro- 
duces minute conidia or so-called microspores.* They are 
developed very freely in test-tube cultures, and were observed 
also on diseased onions grown under field conditions. All 
efforts to induce these conidia to germinate, however, failed. 
Similar conidia are found in certain related fungi, and these 
also have not been observed to germinate. Should they be 
capable of germination under the influence of such conditions 
as exist in the soil they would be of importance in that the fimgus 
would be provided with another and partially aerial method 
of propagation. 

In certain allied fungi {e.g., Sclerotinia sclerotiorum on 
potatoes, etc., S. trifoliorum on clover, and 5. bulborum on 
hyacinths and other ornamental bulbs), stalked, cup-shaped 
bodies known as ascophores, producing spores which are 
actively discharged into the surrounding air, are developed 
from the sclerotia. These bodies have not been observed, or 
induced to develop, in the case of the onion fungus. In order 
to encourage their development the usual method of subjecting 
the sclerotia to artificial freezing, in this way simulating 
winter conditions, was repeatedly tried but without effect. 
It would appear, therefore, that the disease is not spread by 
cur-borne spores, but solely through the agency of sclerotia.f 

Another point of great practical importance is the length 
of time the sclerotia retain their vitality. It is impossible 

• Voglino also described these bodies, but in spite of the most critical search 
no trace of the sphacelial stage described and figured by him as occurring on 
the sclerotia themselves was observed. Dr. G. H. Pethybridge infoitns us 
that this stage could not be detected in the material he examined in Ireland. 

t It IS for this reason that the authors prefer to retain Berkeley's generic 
name ScleroHum rather than to transfer the species to the ascomycetous genus 
SchroUnia. / a 
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to make an exact statement as to this, since infected soil has 
not been long enough imder examination. From accounts 
collected from market gardeners and others it would appear 
that the fimgus persists in the soil for -a considerable period, 
at least three or four years, and, judging by analogy with 
allied species, the sclerotia may survive considerably longer. 

Methoil of tproad. — ^The introduction of the disease into new 
localities obviously takes place through such means as the 
distribution of soil containing sclerotia, the planting of diseased 
plants and sets, or through the careless disposal of contaminated 
refuse or maniu'e. Local spread is probably chiefly accounted 
for through the use of contaminated manure and rubbish, 
or the scattering of affected soil. For the spreading over larger 
areas the distribution of diseased seedlings is no doubt mainly 
responsible. .Seedling onions for planting are brought to market 
in quantities in April and May. These are often reared on in- 
fected land, and on more than one occasion the white mycelium 
of the UTiite Rot has been noted on retail supplies. The 
diseased plants are distributed to gardens and allotments ; 
and, though seedling plants probably produce but relatively 
few sclerotia, a sufficient number are developed to contaminate 
the soil, so that with subsequent crops of onions the tendency 
is for the disease to increase year by year. This is especially 
the case when onions are repeatedly grown in the same land, 
and very much less so when a long interval is allowed. The 
disease may also be spread by the use of slightly diseased 
" sets,” when the attack is so slight as not materially to injure 
the bulb or to attract attention. 

Suwwptlbilitir of Varietioo anci othor Crops. — ^As far as the 

present observations go, most of the common varieties of 
onions appear to be subject toWTiite Rot. Shallots, as a rule, 
are markedly resistant, and have been observed growing side 
by side with diseased onions, but remaining perfectly free from 
attack. On one occasion, however, shallots grown at Kew 
were affected and a number of bulbs were completely killed, 
and one other case of this crop being diseased has been observed. 
Leeks also do not appear to suffer as a rule, but two instances 
of slight attacks on leeks have been noted. 

Dtotliwtlem iMtwMn Whit* Rot ami other Dloooooo. — ^The effect 
of White Rot as seen in the foliage somewhat resembles an 
attack by the maggot of the Onion Fly. That disease, however, 
is distinguished by the presence of the iraggots in the bulbs, 
and the absence of the white fungus mycelium and the black 
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sclerotia. The decay, moreover, is usually of the nature of a 
wet rather than a dry rot (see Leaflet No. 31.) 

Of fungus diseases the most generally distributed is Mildew. 
This occurs as a whitish-lilac or grey mildew on the leaves, 
the bulb remaining free from attack (see Leaflet No. 178). 
Onion Smut, a recently introduced and serious disease, is 
distinguished by the presence of streaks of black spore-masses 
in the leaves and outer scales.* 

The disease with which ^\^lite Rot is ipost likely to be con- 
fused, except by expert mydologists, is that caused bj' the 
fungus named by the American botanist, M. T. !Munn, Botrytis 
aim. In its typical form, however, the Botrytis di-.ease is 
easy to distinguish by the fact that (1) it is the leaves and the 
top of the bulb rather than the roots and base of bulbs that 
st^er ; (2) the mould which is present is grey and not white, 
and (3) the disease usually commences later in the year, namely, 
in late summer and autumn. Botrytis is particularly prevalent 
in wet seasons, and on poorly ripened bulbs. It i--, indeed, 
often responsible for very serious losses in storage. Botrytis 
agrees with the White Rot fungus in producing sclerotia, but 
these are usually larger and flatter than in White Rot. 
Occasionally the two diseases are found in the same bulb. 
A full account of the Botrytis disease as it occurs in .America 
has recently been pubhshed by M. T. Mtinn (New Yoik .\gric. 
Expt. Station (Geneva), Btill. 437, 1917). 

Diatribution of the DiaeaM. — In England M'hite Rot is ^■ery 
widespread, and is found especially in gardens, market gardens 
and aUotments. In the Report of the Mini.stry of Agilculture’s 
Plant Disease Survey for 1918 it is listed from 13 counties; 
it doubtless occurs in all parts of England. Mr. G. P. Berry, 
of the Ministry of Agriculture, has observed the disease near 
Edinbui'gh, and Dr. G. H. Pethybridge, of the Iri'-h Depart- 
ment of Agriculture, states in a letter that it is plentiful around 
Dublin, but no published record exists of its occurrence in 
either of these countries. In some of the market gardens near 
London it is prevalent over extensive areas and causes much 
trouble, especially amongst spring onions. Near Manchester 
also it is said to cause very serious losses. From Voglino’s 
account the disease is 'evidently serious in Italy, but owing to 
the confusion existing between White Rot arid the Botrytis 
disease little is known as to its exact distribution on the 
Continent. No record appears to exist of its occurrence in 
America, 


* See this Journal ^ May, 1919, pp. 168-174. 
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MMhods Qf Control. — ^The only means at present known of 
exterminating White Rot, once it becomes established in any 
part of a garden or field, is by starving out the fungus from the 
soil. This can only be effected by keeping the ground free 
from onions and allied crops for a number of years. The exact 
length of time that is necessary cannot be stated, but judging 
by analogy eight or even ten years may not be too long. During 
this period the soil should be " worked ” as much as possible, 
although the utmost care should be taken that contaminated 
soil is not conveyed to clean land. It would be advisable to 
make any new onion beds at a considerable distance from the 
infested land. 

When once the bulbs become attacked practically nothing 
can be done to save them; the disease will gradually work 
through and destroy the whole bulb. As a general rule and 
when practicable the diseased plants should be removed as 
early as possible before the formation of sclerotia takes place. 
The plants should be carefully dug up, removed from the 
ground and burned. If this is persisted in during the entire 
.season further infestation of the soil by sclerotia will be 
prevented. 

In the case of small beds in private gardens and allotments 
when large bulbs are affected and the attack appears to be 
general it may even jiay to lift the entire crop at once before 
the w'hole bed becomes infected. The healthy bulbs, being 
immature, should not be stored but put aside for immediate 
consumption ; the diseased bulbs (or at any rate the diseased 
portions of them) should be burned at once. 

Up to the present no succe.ss has been obtained with the 
use of soil fimgicides, the hard coat of the sclerotia being 
probably as resistant to chemicals as the spores of the Potato 
Wart Disease. 

No varieties of onions can be recommended at present as 
immune. Shallots are usually resistant, and leeks are not 
commonly affected. These crops might, therefore, in pressing 
cases be grown on infested land, but it would be preferable 
not to do so. 

White Rot is not a disease which is liable to he introduced 
with the seed. 
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PEA AND OAT HAY. 

Jas. C. Brown, 

Vice-Principal and Lecturer in Agriculture, Harper Adams 
Agricultural College, Newport, Salop. 

Mead for tho Crop.— If the return to grass of the newly- 
ploughed land is to be avoided, new methods of cropping must 
be introduced, as the addition made to the arable land during 
the War cannot be absorbed into the established farming 
S5retem. The pre-war balance between winter and summer 
keep has been upset, and the area under root crops will be much 
too great if the new arable land is added to the existing system. 
This land has, in most cases, borne two crops of cereals, and it 
is undesirable that it should be cropped continuously with 
straw crops until its stored fertility is exhausted. At this 
period a mixture of peas and oats grown for hay should prove 
a valuable addition to the crops available to the farmer. If 
this mixture be grown on some of the newly-ploughed land 
which has carried two grain crops, the stock-carrying capacity 
of the farm can be maintained, and it is suggested that part of 
the grass land, usually mown, should be pastured, the loss of 
the hay crop being repaired by growing the hay required on the 
arable land. Further, in cases where the seeds plant failed 
last year the land might very profitably be sown, in spring, 
with the pea and oat mixture. 

Soli oultable. — This crop can be grown on the poorest land, 
but the best yields are obtained on fairly strong land, low-lying 
moist soils giving better crops than the drier soils. 

SowInB,— Early sowing is desirable, on dry soils, h'ebruary 
is not too early, on average soils. March is the best month, 
and under any conditions the seed should be in the ground by 
the middle of April. On light soils the seed mixture should be 
sown broadcast and ploughed in about 3 in. deep ; on heavier 
soils it should be broadcasted over the ploughing, and harrowed 
in with the spring-tined harrow, the land being rolled after- 
wards with a heavy roller. Broadcasting is preferable to 
drilling as it is equally effective and much less costly. The 
seed should be mixed at the rate of 2 bush, of oats to i bush, 
of peas, and the mixture should be sown at the rate of 3 to 
4 bush, per acre. 

Vartotlac •unable. — The large-seeded oats are quite unsuitable 
for this purpose, as the total weight of crop is much smaller 
than that of the straw-producing types, although their grain 
yield is heavier, Clemrotheray is the best variety of oats 
available for making into hay ; it is very hardy, produces fine 
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long straw, grows very densely on the ground, and yields a 
large bulk. If this variety cannot be obtained, Sandy, Blainslie 
or Welsh Grey may be used. As regards peas, there is little to 
choose between the maple and dun varieties ; if anything, the 
maple variety has the advantage. The effect of mixing is to 
increase considerably the growth of the oats ; when oats are 
mixed with peas they may grow from 6 in. to i ft. taller than 
in the case of a pure oat crop. 

Effect on the Soli. — The mixture, under suitable conditions, 
makes such a dense growth that practically no weeds can exist 
underneath the crop. The pea roots act as pulverisers ot the 
soil, leaving it in particularly good condition to receive the 
following crop. The mixture could quite safely be grown 
several years in succession, as its character is such that the 
effect on the soil is quite diffeient from that which lesults from 
growing of unmixed grain crop. 

Manuring^*— If the land is in poor condition a dressing of 
farmyard manure should be given, if possible, but on land which 
has recently been in glass no such application is necessary. 
'1 he yield will, how^cvei. be considerably increased if, at the time 
of sow'ing, a dressing of from 3 to 5 cwt. of superphosphate per 
acre is given. Top-dressing the crop with nitrate of soda is 
effective in increasing the yield, but very little benefit is found 
to result from applications of sulphate of ammonia. 

Harvgstlnc and Stacking^. — Many farmers who have grown 
this crop have cut it much too early, and in consequence have 
lost a considerable percentage of the possible yield. Ilie correct 
time for cutting is when pods have formed on the peas but have 
not become filled with seeds. The oats are at this time — when 
(lemrotheray is growm~--in the milk stage. Some difficulty in 
cutting the crop may be experienced on account of its great 
weight and length, and it will be necessary for a man to follow 
the mowing machine with a fork in order to clear the path. 
After the cutting operation the swaths should lie undisturbed 
until the surface is well dried ; they should then be turned with 
a hay turner and again be allowed to dry, and atterwards made 
into large cocks. Some care is necessary in making the cocks, 
as the straw is very long and difficult to handle. It is not easy 
to form the heaps in a neat manner. Ordinary hay is most 
effectively cocked with the hand rake, but the pea and oat 
mixture can only be satisfactorily handled with a fork. Every 
cock should consist of at least two forkfuls of hay, the size of 
the heap depending on the dryness of the crop. Care must be 
taken to see that the straw lies in the cock as near as possible 
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horizontally, and that each cock is trimmed free from sdl loose 
straw. If much of the heap is composed of straw standing 
vertically the cock will tend to split open and so enable rain 
to pass right through. Peas and oats need different treatment 
in the making from other kinds of hay, in order to secure the 
best results. Such hay is not easily spoiled by bad weather 
in the early stages of making, but, as in the case of all other 
kinds, if long exposed to rain after the sap has gone from the 
stems, it will be seriously injured. It should be allowed to 
cure-in the cocks for a considerable time, and it may be advisable 
to put two cocks into one to complete the curing process. 
Meadow hay may be improved by heating mildly iii the stack, 
but pea and oat hay should not heat at all. It should be 
completely cured before being stacked, and it is of the greatest 
importance that it should be quite free from rain-water, other- 
wise the peas will become mouldy. The stacks must be 
thatched as soon as possible, as the open nature of the hay 
readily admits rain into the interior, and much harm to the 
produce may result. 

FMdinsr, — Pea and oat hay is very nutritious, containing 
the materials that would have gone to form the highly nutritious 
seeds of the crop if ripening had been permitted, and in practice 
it is found to be a better food than meadow' hay. It should not 
be expected, however, that such hay will eliminate the need for 
the feeding of concentrated foods. Pea and oat hay may be 
chaffed and used to improve inferior fodder, or it may be fed 
uncut ; but animals which have been accustomed to feed on cut 
chaff and roots will, at first, leave a quantity of the rougher 
part of the oat straw. From 7 to 14 lb. may be fed per day. 
The hay is excellent for feeding vrith large quantities of roots, 
as it counteracts the tendency to scour caused by the excessive 
feeding of succulent fodder. 

Yield*. — WTien suitable varieties are grown heavy yields are 
obtained. On average soils the yield should be about 3 tons 
per acre, while even poor soils should give 2 tons per acre. 


The following tables and notes embody the results of tests 
made at the Official Seed Testing Station from ist August, 
1919, to about the middle of January, 1920. 
ySl pubUcation of these results should 

Seeds. serve to indicate to growers the probable 

quality of the seed available for sowing 
this season. In the tables the average figures for the previous- 
year are given for purposes of comparison : — 
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Table showing the Quality of Clover and 
Grass Seed. 



No. of 








Samples 








on 

Percentage — 

-Germination 

Percentage 


which 

(a) and Hard Seed (6). 

Purity. 


Average 







Kinds of Seed. 

is based. 








1919- 

I 91 9-1920. 

1918-1919. 

1919- 

1918- 


1920. 

(■n 

(6) 

(») 

- 

(6) 

1920. 

1919. 

Red Clover 

500 

$3 3 

4 9 

8i*i ; 

4*5 

' 95*7 

95*9 

Alsihe Clover 

i 120 

78 5 

10 0 

84 *0 ; 

7*5 

94*5 

96*5 

White Clover . . 

i 180 , 

73 6 

8 9 

76-5 ; 

7*2 

942 

91*7 

Wild White Clover 

; 50 

74-2 

12*5 

74*0 ; 

12*1 

85*3 

85-1 

Trefoil . . 

1 150 

80 2 

2 9 

67*2 , 

2*6 

98*8 

98*1 

Lucerne . . 

1 3d 

86 2 

5 5 

87*2 ; 

4*7 

97 7 

97*7 

Crimson Qovei . . 

100 

90 2 

trace 

87*1 

*2 

97 0 

1 95*8 

Perennial Rye - 

1 





! 

1 

1 

1 

g^ass . . 

1 200 

84 4 

— 

82*7 

— 

97*9 

1 97*6 

Italian Rye -grass 

1 250 

85 5 

— 

82*4 

— 

988 

97.9 

Cocksfoot 

! 80 

•82*1 

— 

78*0 

— 

97 3 

i 97*1 

Timothy 

: 60 

92 2 

— 

88-8 , 

— 

99*0 

98 7 

Meadow Fescue . . 

i 50 

, 84 3 

; — 

84-5 : 

— 

982 

i 98*1 

Dog.siail . . 

: 30 

1 59 9. 

— 

70 '2 : 

— 

98*1 

i 97*4 

1 


Table showing the Quality of Cereal, Root 
AND Vegetable Seed. 


Kinds oj Seed, 


! No. of ' 
j Samples 
I on which 
Average 
. IS based.! 


Wheat 
Barley 
Oats 
Kye 
Turnip 
Swede 
Kape 
Kale 
Cabbage 
Brussels Sprouts 
Cauliflower and 
Broccoli 
Peas 
Vetches 
Mangold 
Beet 
Parsnip 
Carrot 
Onion 


Standard oi Germination 
Specified in Testing of 
Seeds Order. 


1919- . 
1920. - 

-I 

I 

924 ! 

118 I 
480 j 

60 j 
250 i 
150 ! 

16 
100 
400 
90 

300 

750 
150 

350 
300 
100 
300 


Per Cent. 


Field, 75 


Field, 70 
Field, 70 


90 
90 

S5 

80 

Garden, 70. 

75 
80 

Garden, 65. 
Garden, 65. 

65 

Cauliflower, 6o. 
Broccoli, 65. 

65 

90 

120 

90 

40 

50 

55 
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The figures indicate that good quality seed of most crops is 
obtainable, though stocks are doubtless very short in some 
cases. In nearly all cases seeds harvested in the British Isles 
are showing higher germination than in the previous year. 
The fine ■^veather experienced in the late summer no doubt 
largely accounts for this. Another factor, the full influence 
of which it is not easy for the Seed Testing Station to estimate, 
is the amount of seed held over from the previous season. The 
germination of such held-over seed may not deteriorate very 
greatly in most cases, provided the seed has been stored under 
favourable conditions, yet the presence of large held-over 
stocks always seems to lower the average germination inore 
than would be expected. It is probable that such stocks are 
this year very small, except in the case of some of the vegetable 
seeds. 

In the case of most of the cereal, p\ilse and vegetable seeds 
there is no very great diflference between the two seasons’ 
figures. Beet, however, shows an increase of ii per cent., and 
reaches a figure almost as high as that of mangolds. The 
growth of the latter seed is rather disappointing, as i( was 
expected that last year’s average would have been improved 
upon. Peas show an improvement of 6 per cent., which may 
probably be increased when the whole of the season’s results 
are averaged. 

Among the clovers the outstanding feature is an increase of 
13 per cent, in the germination of trefoil. There are some 
exceptionally good samples of this seed procurable this 
season. 

Red clover shows the slight increase of 2 per cent., but the 
improvement in the growth of English seed this season is 
probably greater than this. There is a marked decrease in 
the amount of dodder found. Last season seeds of this weed 
occurred in 27'3 per cent, of red clover samples, whereas the 
corresponding figure this season is 2i’2 per cent. 

Alsike does not appear to be of quite such good quality as 
usual, both purity and germination being lower. 

All the grasses, with the exception of crested dogstail, show 
improved figures. Though only a comparatively few samples 
of this seed have yet been tested, it appears that much of the 
new seed is of poor growth. Italian rye-grass shows a slightly 
higher germination than perennial rye-grass. 

Farmers, allotment holders and others desiring to send seeds 
to the Station to be tested should comply with the following 
regulations ; — 
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1. The Weight of Seed sent must be as follows: — Broad beans 

and Scarlet Jtnnncr beans, 8 oz, , ]>ecib and dwarf French 
beans, 6 oz. ; wheat, barley, oats, rye, vetches, red clover, 
( rimson clover, trefoil, lucerne, and sainfoin, 4 oz. ; all grasses, 
alsiko clover, white clover, all roots, beet and mangold, 2 oz. ; 
all vegetable seeds, other than beet and mangold, J oz. 

2. Fees must be sent at the same tune as the sample. The fees 

are as follows * {a) In the case of tests wliich a farmer requires 
for his own information only, yL per sample ; {b) in the case 
of tests needed fur the purpose of a declaration for sale, is, 
per sample for cereals, 15. (*d. per sample for roots, vegetables 
and vetches, and 25. ])er sample for grasses, clovers, mangold 
and beet, l^islage need not be prepaid when packages arc 
properly addressed and sent by letter ])ost. 

3. Pachages should be addrebbc<l to : The Director, Seed Testing 

Station. Ministry ot Agriculture and Inshcries, 18, Leigham 
Court Road. Slreatliam ITill. S.W'. 16. 

4. Special envelope:^ may be obtame'l by farmers, free of cost, on 

a]iplication to the above address. 


Mechanical Pressure 8llag-e.— In J913 Samarani published 
ail account* of (‘Kperiments with artiiicially weighted silage 
made in containers. The pressure, at first 
Abroad obtained with weights (about 5-6 owl. per 

square yanh, applied iniinediately after 
lining, was in sulisecpient experiments obtained by means 
of a screw pre^s. From Uiom; latter exf>erimentb the writer 
drawb the following among other conclusions : — 

(1) That Ub a nsult ot tlio greatest possible (‘xrlusion of 
air “ a (dieck i^ gi\en to thi* intercellular fermentation wliich 
tends to produce a('etic acid through the formation of alcohol, 
and thus a larger c[nantity of saccharine niattiT is left at the 
disposal of the lactic acid fermentation, with an enhanced acid 
production.” 

(2) That silage so prepared, being p(»orer in acetic and butyric 
acids, provitlcb forage of a less intense odour than ordinary 
sour silage. 

He supports his conclusions by numerous analyses. In these 
experiments the thermometer during the first ten days never 
rose higher than 23° C. (74° F.), having recorded 19^^ C. (67"^ F.) 
on the day of filling. Any rise of temperature, says the writer, 
should be checked by the exertion of gi'ealer pressure. It is 
in this possibility of graduated pressure that the advantage 
of the screw press lies. 

^ Samarani : Stiidi mlorno alia consorvazione dei foraggi alio stato veido. 
(Boll, del Miiiistero di Agricoltura, etc., Italy, Aug.-Dcc., I9i3» PP- 87-103.) 
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The method described by Wirz* in 1918 and Wencksternf 
in 1919, though requiring similar apparatus, is quite different 
in principle. It is a method of producing sweet silage under 
pressure that has lately come much into vogue in Switzerland. 
, The system generally adopted, though numerous modifications 
are in use, is that of the Herba Co., Rapperswil. As regards 
Wirz, the chief point of interest is that he traces the progress 
of the movement from the stack silo to the container. He is 
not, however, very explicit as to the methods adopted in the 
latter process. P'rom Wenckstern, however, we learn that the 
silos, which are erected under cover, should not be more than 
about 15 ft. high by about 14 ft. square, with a capacity of about 
3,000 cubic ft. The corners inside are rounded. The press 
has a pressure of about 8 to 10 cwt. per square yard, some- 
times as much as 16 cwt. being applied with good res\ilts. 

The most explicit directions are ivcn as to every stage in 
the process. The grass must be wilted but not really dry, 
though dry enough to exude no moisture when twisted in the 
hand ; the correct moisture content is about 74 per cent. The 
wilted grass must be loosely spread in the silo, about i?, to 2 
yards deep at a time, and allowed to rise quickly to a temperature 
of 50® to t)0°C. (i22®to i 40°F.) ; the temperature must then be 
checked by compression either by means of a fresh layer or 
with the press. The material must never at any time l>e 
trodden ; when pressed there must be no interstices or hollows 
in any part of the mass. The reasons given for these directions 
are that the slight drying of the grass assists loose layering, 
which in turn admits air and oxygen, thus inducing plant 
respiration which leads to rapid heating. Acetic acid fer- 
mentation is active between the temperatures of 18° and 35° ('. 
(65 ® and 95 °F.) and is quite checked at 50° C. (i22°F.). Butyric 
acid fermentation is most active between 35° and 37° C. (95’ 
and 99° F.) and ceases at the latter temperature. Lactic acid 
fermentation begins at from 30° to 35° C. and can go on after 
50° C. (122° F.) is reached. This, then, is the right stage at 
which to check any further development and to secure the lactic 
acid desOTbed by Wenckstern as “ the farmer’s friend.” lire 
impression left after reading the directions is that the success 
of the system depends on too many minute observances — ^too 
much thermometer reading and sampling by taste and smell. 
The system, as Wenckstern suggests, is more likely to be used 

♦Wirz; Die Sussfutterbereitung* — Zurich, iqiS. 

t Wenckstern ; Das neue Stisspressfutter verfahren in Silos mit Selbsttatiger 
Pressvorrichtung. — Berlin, 1919. 
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by the small holder, who would attend personally to all the 
details, and for whom also it is adapted as allowing of the 
conservation of small quantities of fodder. Doubts are raised 
as to the suitability of this silage for meat and cheese pro- 
duction. Wencksteni gives numerous analyses both of acid 
contents and statements as to feeding value. The books of 
Wirz and Wcnckstcrn arc both usefully illustrated. 

Eootiomfc Results of Drainagrs. — In a small volume by 
Griinert*** most interesting ligurt^s are given as to the economic 
results of drainage systems in various parts of Germany and 
Austria. The following average percentage increases in crop 
production are calculated on the basis of returns from drained 
lands in (iennany, Bohemia and Moravia : Wheat, 40-81 ; 
Oats, 44-“45 ; Barley, 41-64 ; Clover, p-ioo ; Sugar beet, 
80-136; I'otatoes, 90-180. 

Avtirage increased ndurixs for the to years, 1905-1914, 
from drainage on twenty-two estate^ in the Rhine Province 
are as follows . — 

( yop. Ih, per acre. Increase per con!. 

Kyc 4^5 .. 37 

Oats . . . . . . (>7<) . . 4 j 

Wheat . . . . . . 535 . . :^o 

Potatoes .. .. .. 3 o6o *. 50 

The ax'cragc percentage increase is 40 per cent, estimated 
at a value (on (ierman pre-war prices) of 409. bd. per acre. 

In the thirty y(‘ars iS^y- icjiy the average increases in yields 
attributable to drainage in the Archduchy of Austria are 
worked out in a publication of the Lower-Auslrian Land C'om- 
mittee as follows . 

Oreal^'' .. .. .. 803 lb. per acre. 

Polato<''^ . . . . . 2,677 »» »» 

Roots .. .. 11,600 

Hay .. .. . 2,23T 

Straw .. .. 1,249 ,, ,, 

The writer directs attention to the figures for roots and to 
the increased yield ot straw. 

Agricultural Costings. — Results of the Danish ( ostings Buieau 
for the second year (1917-18) have now been published. f 
lliey are based on a total of 235 accounts, 182 of which were 
available for the first time for the year in question. As regards 
the pig industry the report points out that the state of affairs 
brought about by the introduction in February, 1917, of un- 
restricted U-boat warfare culminated in the summer of that 

♦ Grttnert : Anleitung zur Dranage,— -Berlin, 1919. 

t Denmark; Undersiigelser over Landbnigets Dnftsforhold IT, 1917-18, 
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year in an almost national catastrophe. An analysis of accounts 
furnished by 158 pig keepers bears out this comment. The 
average takings on an average fat pig were 149 kroner (roughly 
£S) and the average expense 168 kroner (roughly £()), thus 
leaving an average deficit of 19 kroner (or, say, 

An interesting table is given showing the average deficit in 
the 15S holdings grouped according to size. hTom this it 
appears that in holdings under 23 acres the average amount 
of food needed to produce an average fat pig was 477 food 
units ” (a food unit ” is taken as loughly equal to a kilo, or 
2*2 lb., of concentrated food), and the deficit was 7 kroner ^or, 
say, ys. M.) per pig. In the next four groups — ranging from ov<‘r 
25 to under 250 acres — the average amount fed was 531 '' f()od 
units and the average deficit 19 kroner (say, ^'i), corresponding 
more or less with the total average. On the group of larger 
farms, however, of over 230 acres, the amount fed wa^ ()i4 
food units and the loss 40 kroner, or rather over £2. 
results,'’ the report stat<'s, “ may be regarded as emphasising 
the importance of the care and attention which pigs usually 
receive on sm dl holdings, as a result of whirli the consumption 
of food per lb. of live-weight increase is reduced.” 

Another significant set of figures deals with the question of 
horse labour on farms of various sizes. TIk' table is as follows, 
with substitution of English equivalents:-—’ 






Cost of Horse Labour. 

Size of 

11 nidi I ’gs. 

Xo. of 

Working 

Hours 

Food 






Hold- 

jng^. 

per 

Woiking 

Ihnse. 

Units 

per 

1 iorse. 

Per 

Wfuking 

Ptr 

Acre. 

' Pei 
Wni king 

Hot-v,(' 





Hour. 



per Yeni . 





s. 

d. 


( 1 . 


Under 25 acr(\s 

10 


i/>75 

0 

9*3 

^9 

1 

-142 

23- 50 n 

i 20 


2,19) I 

0 

8*1 


0 


50- 75 ,, 

43 

U^7f I 

2,S79 ! 

0 

76 

^4 

8 

i 563 ♦ 

73-125 „ 

i ^8 

U377 I 

2,711 

0 

8-4 

46 

(> 

696 

125-2 50 „ 

I 17 

1,527 

2,712 

0 

3*2 

13 

7 

1 9M 

Over 250 ,, 

9 

U«25 

3.^11 i 

0 

7’ 7 

42 

4 

i r,T‘>4 


On this table the report comments : ” The most noticeable 
points arc the working hours and the consumption of food per 
horse in the various groups .... with increasing size 
of holdings the working hours increase, so that on the largest 

* There appears to be some misprint in the original, with one or both of 
these figures. Uossibly they should be transposed, 
t Noimal rale of exchange. 
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they arc three times as long as on the smallest holdings. Con- 
sumption of fodder per liorse is iRiarly twice as great on the 
large as on the small holdings. As against this the; costs per 
working hour and per acre (“ hectare " in original) are heaviest 
in the smallest holdings, but the difference is not nearly so great 
as might be expected, owing to some extent to the fad that on 
small holdings ponic^s, which are considerably cheaper to keep, 
are employed, and also because the land in the small-liolder 
group is, taken all through, of a somewhat lighter character. 
. . . The total cost per horse per year increases with absolute 

regularitx' from group i to group (> ; this is due to the increase in 
food consumed, wliH’li again is the result partly of the increasing 
size of the horses and ])artly of Ihe increased nunibei of working 
hours p('r liorse.” 


Time for Spring Dressing’s —It is nc>w time to begm the appli- 
cation of spring dressings to the winter corn crop-^. Sulpliatc 
of ammonia can go on wherever the Ic id is 
Notes on Manures in suitable condition for th(‘ distribr .on, 
for March: but nitrate of soda need not be a[)piied 

From the Rothamsted for another month or six weeks if circum- 
Experimental Station, stances compel delay. Owing to the 
favourable conditions at the time of sowing 
and th(‘ druK'^s of the winter, the corn is in bettor condition 
than usual, and tlu're was less washing out of nitrate than 
appeared likely during the wei month of December, ( onse- 
quently, the need for spring dressing'^ is less than it might 
ha\'C been, and probabl}^ 111 few^ case's will more than 1 cwT. 
per acre of nitrate of soda or sulphate of ammonia be given, 
even to a second corn croj). ( orn lollowdng laots fed off or 
clover ley ploughed in last autumn is not likely to need any- 
thing this year. 

Lime on heavy Soils.- It is generally found that on heavy 
soils lime gives better results on arable land than almost any 
other manure, but it docs not produce nearly such striking 
results on the grass land, w^hcre it is much out-distanced by 
basic slag. Farmers on heavy land with only a limited amount 
of lime or ground limestone will therefore be better advised 
to use it on their arable rather than on their grass land. It 
can still be applied to land which is being prepared for 
roots. 
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Use of Cas Lime.-- A correspondent asks if he can safely use 
gas lime on his soil. This course would have been perfectly 
safe in the autumn or earlj^ winter, but it is rather risky now, 
especially if the sample smells strongly. Really evil-smelling 
gas lime is a potent insecticide which can be used with considera- 
ble effect in a pest-ridden field. Jt is also, however, poisonous 
to crops, and the effect takes some time to wear off, although 
it disappears in the course of a few weeks. 

U86 Of Broken Straw or Dust from threshlngr on Crass Land, — During 
threshing there is a certain amount of broken straw, cavings, 
dust, etc., which can hardly go into the yards because it contains 
arable weed seeds and is, therefore, sc)metimes carried on to 
the grass land. If the distance is not great this may 
be worth doing, but the material is not really very good and 
does not justify any great expense in carting. At Kothamsted 
the effect of chopped wheat straw on grass land was studied for 
a number of years. Applied at the rate ol nearly one ton 
per acre, along with artificial manures, it gave increases varying 
from 3 to lo cwt. of hay per acre on the plots receiving 
artificials only. The results were : — 

ylvcmgc YieM of Hay, Cui* per ric;r. 

iSyO-qy. 

Artificials only .. .. 53I .. .. 58I 

Artificials -f- 2,000 lb. chopped 55^ .. 59^ .. 67! 

wheat straw. 

For the first ten years the results were hardly worth the 
labour involved, though subsequent effects were more marked. 

The Use of City Rsfuse as Fertlllssr.— During the War 
numerous attempts were made to utilise city refuse as fertiliser, 
and dumps located in various districts were carefully examined. 
In many cases, however, the material was of only low value ; 
it usually contained only about : — 

J per cent, of nitrogen. 

I ,, ,, phosphates. 

z ,, ,, potash. 

On heavy land it has advantages which these figures do not 
show, as it makes the soil lighter and more workable. These 
advantages are often more important to allotment holders 
than to farmers, who tend to lay down heavy land to grass. 
Farmers who are situated near the dumps, however, would 
be well advised to secure samples for analysis and then 
determine whether it would be w’orth their while to use this 
material. 
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Fresh material delivered direct from the city depots is 
probably scjmewhat more valuable. A sample recently ex- 
amined from a London Borough Council contained; — 

31 *2 per cent, of organic matter ; 

0*5 per cent, of phosphoric acid (equivalent to rj per cent, of 
calcium phosphate) ; 

0*5 per cent, cjf potash, and, in addition, nearly 3 per remt. of lime. 
As it stands this material is poor, but its phosphate content 
is to be increased by the inclusion of offal from the fried fish 
shops and markets. I'he material is sent out in good condition, 
and its value to the farmer corresponds with its analysis. 

rhe ciuestion is sometimes asked, however, whether it is 
safe to use such material where potatoes are grown. Any 
danger that arose wcmld be from spores of disease organisms 
adhering to the potato pc'cdings which have gone through the 
ash-pit and so got into tlu^ refuse. The danger is only slight, 
but it exists, and wdierc there is reason to fear the prevalence of 
wart disease among pota 1 o(‘S it could hardly be overlooked. 
On grass land or faims where there is no intention of growing 
potatoes the risk may quite well be taken. 

Effect of Fertilisers In Overcomingr the bad Effects of Climate. — 
I'armers are now' thoroughly familial W'ilh the fact that 
artificial tertilisers increase the growdh of crops. There is, 
however, another aspt'i t of their usi^ which in many instances 
highly important. 

Chief among the many ditficulties arising out of natural con- 
ditions with which the iarmer has to deal is climate, and par- 
ticularly rainfall. 'Ihere is, unfortunately, no know'ii way in 
which the rainfall can be controlled, nor can the possibilities 
of rain even be forecasted for more than a short period. Its 
effects, however, can be mitigated to some extent in two w'ays : 

(1) By using appropriate varieties of crops. 

(2) By suitable treatment wdth artificial manures. 

The most effective way of mitigating the effects of heavy 
rainfall is to give a small dressing of nitrogenous manure 
at the time of sowing, or as soon as possible after the plant 
is up, in order to secure an early start, and to accompany 
this by a relatively large dressing of superphosphate, or, on 
acid soils, of basic slag. Thus, in a high moorland district 
where oats are required for cattle, the following might be 
tried : — 

Varieties : Golden Rain, \ ieldcr. Victory. 

Manuring : i cwt. sulphate of ammonia, 3 or 4 cwt. super* 
phosphate. 
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The effect of the phosphate is to hasten the ripening processes 
and thus bring on the harvest some days before it would other- 
wise be ready. I'his use of phosphates is well seen in some of 
the northern counties where cereals liberally treated w^ith 
superphosphate are ready sometimes as much as ten days in 
advance of the untreated crops. 

In dry conditions, or where the plant tends to ripen off soon, 
another coui'se must be adopted. Potassic fertilisers should 
be here used, or failing them, salt. The effect is to continue 
the growing processes longer than WTuild otherwise happen, 
with the result that yields are increased. This is probably one 
of the reasons for the beneticial effect of salt or potassic fertilisers 
on light sandy or chalky soils : but no doubt other factors are 
concerned as well. 


In June, 1916, a Committee, knowm as the Nitrogen Products 
Committee ol the Munitions Inventions Department, w'as 
appointed with the sanction oi the 
Final Report of the Minister of Munitions to deal with the 
* matters comprised in the following terms 
of reicTcnce : — 


To consider tlie rclalivc advantages for tins ccaintiy and for the 
Empire of tlio various metliods tor the fixation of alinosphenc 
nitrogen, from the point of view both of war and peace 
purposes; to ascertain their rt'lative costs, and to advise on 
jiroposals relevant Iheretf), whudi may be submitted to the 
Department. 

To examine into the siijiplv of the i\»w materials r(‘qinicd, c.g , 
pure nitrogen and hydrogen, and into Die utilisation of the 
by-prodnets obtained. 

Since some of the processes em])Ioyf‘d depend f(jr their success 
on the provision of large supplies of cheap pow cr, to ascertain 
where and how' this can best be obtained. * 

To consider what steps c'an wdth advantage be taken to conserve 
and increase the national resources in nitrogen-bearing com- 
pounds and to limit their w'astage. 

To carry out the experimental work necessary to arrive at 
definite conclusions as to the practicability and efficiency 
of such processes as may appear to the Committee to be of 
value. 

As a result of the foregoing .steps, fo advise as to starting opera- 
tions on an industrial scale. 

The Committee consisted of a number of eminent scientists 
and representatives of Government Departments, and was 
under the chairmanship of C olonel Sir Henry E. F. Goold- 
Adams, K.B.E., C.B., C.M.Ch, R.A. 
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It was considered desirable at the end of iqi() that the ('oin- 
mittee should submit practical proposals at an early date, 
and an Interim Report was accordingly issued in February, 
1917. A note on the main recommendation^ of this Report 
was published in the issue of this Journal for Feiuuary, 1918, 
pag(‘ 1254. 

The ( ommittee liave now is‘^ued tlu‘ir Final Report (('md. 4<S2, 
1920),* a comprehensive document of some 350 pages. They 
review in som(‘ detail the general situation of the nitrogen 
products industrv^ l)efore and during the War, and express 
opinions to the j)()st-war prospects. A large portion of 
the ]\eport is de\ot(‘d to the industry in its relation to agricul- 
ture, and in view of th(' increasing use of nitrogen as a fertiliser 
some f)f the stat('meiit> made are deserving of special notice. 

Influence of the ^Va }\ — In their opening remarks the Com- 
mittee state that the last years of the war situation have been 
responsible for a fundamental alteration in tin; status of agricul- 
ture in the I’nited Kingdom. The present policy of food 
I)roduction has already had the effect of incn^asiiig the home 
dc'mand ior nitrogenous fertilisers to an extent far exceeding 
the jnv-v'ar consumption, and the maintenanre of this iiolicy 
after the War, 01 its furtluT development, is vitally intercon- 
nected with the tuture of the nitrogen industry, d'lu' importance 
of combined nitrogen in agriculture has long been recognised, 
but iindcT will conditions a very large proportion of the world’s 
supjdies of combined nitrogen had been dix'erted from 
agriculture to the production of munitions, thus ahording a 
signiticant lesson as to the extemt to whicli the security of a 
nation mav depend upon its ability to proem e or produce an 
adequate supply of essential nitrogen pn»ducts. T1 h‘ con- 
tinuous increase in the world’s demand and the constant 
upwaid trend of the price of combined nitrogen, however, 
ha\’e led to the invention and development of processes for 
fixing atmospheric nitrogen, thus opening up a practically 
unlimited source of supply. The C'ommittee (mumerate and 
deal in detail with the four principal processes, viz., the by- 
product ammonia process, the retort process, nitrogen fixation 
piocesses, and the ammonia oxidation proc'css. 

Post-war Position , — In regard to the post-war demand the 
Committee express the opinion that the requirements of agricul- 
ture are certain to be much larger than formerly, the imperative 
need for maintainmg and extending the world’s production of 


♦ Obtcoinable from IT.M. Stationery Office, Imperial House, Kiiig^way, 
Loi.de n. W.C. 2 
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food, and the vitaj importance of combined nitrogen for this 
purpose, having emerged as one of the salient lessons of the 
later stages of the War. 

They state that the consumption of combined nitrogen 
practically doubled in the ten years before the War. In 
evidence given before the Committee it was stated that owing 
to advances upon the former backward state of scientific 
knowledge concerning the use of nitrogenous fertilisers, the 
future consumption could not be expected to continue to increase 
at the same rate. The Committee are unable to agree with 
this view for the following reasons ; WTien account is taken of 
the relative areas under cultivation in the food-producing 
countries of the world, of the pre-war consumption of nitro- 
genous fertilisers in the most progressive of the agricultural 
countries, and of the corresponding consumption in the remain- 
ing countries, it is abmi^ntly clear that the quantitic'- of 
nitrogenous manures employed were in many cases below the 
most advantageous or profitable level. The difficulties ex- 
perienced during the War period in obtaining supplies have 
already provided a salutary lesson as to the importance of 
fertilisation, and the resulting wider recognition of the value 
of fertilisers will lead to a large increase m the demand for 
nitrogenous manures in countries where the consumption has 
hitherto been very small in proportion to * the area under 
cultivation. In the opinion of the Committee, the provision 
of a really cheap supply of fixed nitrogen, say, at ^^40 to £45 
per metric ton, or <Ss. to 9s. per unit, would load to a greatly 
extended consumption of nitrogenous fertilisers. 

Estimating the post-war requirements of the United Kingdom 
the Committee state that, owing to the war policy of food pro- 
duction, the agricultural demand for fixed nitrogen in the 
form of ammonium sulphate and nitrates has attained at the 
pwesent time a figure of 60,000 tons per annum, as compared 
with a pre-war consumption of 25,000 tons, and that there is 
every prospect of a further increase in the immediate future. 
From a general consideration of the prospects under a pro- 
gressive agricultural policy and of a nu mb er of other factors 
bearing on the question, they are of opinion that the future 
consumption of artificial nitrogenous fertilisers in the United 
Kingdom might amount to the equivalent of about half a 
million tons of ammonium sulphate per annum, or 100,000 
tons of fixed mtrogen. 

The Report concludes with a number of recommendations 
as a minimum provision for safeguarding the future and for 
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meeting a portion of the growing home demand for various 
nitrogen products. The recommendations are mainly concerned 
with the development of the various processes by which nitrogen 
is obtained, the encouragement of research, and the safeguarding 
of imperial supplies. 


It has recently been decided to remove maximum prices 
from all oil cakes and meals. Prices are not at present 
sufficiently stable to make it possible to 
• Notes on Feeding: compile a table of prices for any con- 

Stnffe for March : siderable number of feeding stuffs. The 

Anima^Nutrition possible course for guiding purchasers 

Institute Cambridge present time is to advise them to 

Universtiy. make use of the annexed table, which 
gives the feeding value of a number of 
the more common feeding stuffs classified according to 
their relative richness in proteins, fats and carbohydrates. 
Coltunn (i) of the table gives the name of the feeding 
stuff. In this connection it should be noted that the 
table does not include all the feeding stuffs on the market. 
This is best explained bj' a few examples. The first feeding 
stuff on the list is ground-nut cake. The cake referred to 
under this name is a decorticated cake from which the husks 
of the ground nuts have been removed. I'wo other kinds of 
ground-nut cake are now on the market, known respectively 
as undecorticated and semi-decorticated. The latter of these 
has only come on to the market recently, and the writer is not 
at present in possession of figures for the composition of this 
cake. Before next month it is hoped that a number of samples 
may be collected and analysed so that figures for the compos- 
ition and feeding value may be added to next month’s table. 
Readers of these Notes will confer a favour on the writer if 
they will inform him of any common feeding stuffs on the 
market which are not included in the table, so that samples 
of these may be collected and examined with a view to their 
future inclusion. 

Column (2) of the table gives the nutritive ratio, that is to 
say, the relative proportions in which protein or flesh-forming 
constituents, and carbohydrates and fats or heat-forming 
constituents, are present in the food. 
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Feeding Value of Common Feeding Stuffs. 


(1) 

(2) 

( 3 )_, 

< 4 ) 

i3)__ 

(«) 

( 7 ) 

(8) 



1 Per 

.ent. digest 

iblc. 

Digesti- 

ble 

Starch 

Linseed 

Cake 

Name of Feeding Stuff. 

Nutritive 

Ratio. 

1 


Carbo- 

Food 

equiv. 

equiv. 


\ Protein. 

1 

Fat. 

hydrates 
and Fibre. 

per ton. 

xoo lb. 

100 lb. 


Foods 

Rich tn hot 

1 

h Protein and Oil or f 

'at. 



Ground nut cake 

1: 0*8 

45*3 

6*3 

21 *I 

145 

78 

102 

Soya bean cake 

1: IT 

34 

6*5 

21 *0 

122 

67 


Decort. cotton cake . . 

i: 1 *2 

34 -o 

8*5 

20*0 

126 


93 

Linseed cake, Indian 

i: 1*9 

27*8 

9*3 

30*1 

X 23 

77 

Jul 

Linseed cake, English 

i; 2*0 

267 

9*3 

30 *x 

120 

M 76 

lop 

Cotton cake, Egyptian 

i: 2T 

35*5 

5*3 

20 *0 

72 

40 

53 

Cotton cake, Bombay 

i: 2-^ 

13*1 

4*4 

21 *5 

65 


49 

Distillers' grains 

i: 2 -9 

i 87 

XO *2 

29*0 

JO I 

57 

75 

Maize gluten feed 
Brewers’ grains, dried 

1: 3*0 

1: 3 *^ 

20*4 

14 -I 

8*8 

6*6 

48*4 

32*7 

X 22 

85 

87 

50 

115 

66 

Coconut cake . . 

1: 3*8 

16 -3 

8*2 

41*4 

103 

77 


Palm kernel cake 

1: 4*'; 

14 *1 

6*1 

48*9 

96 

77 

101 

Linseed 

i: 5*9 

18 -I 

3 '! *7 

20*1 

154 

X19 

157 

Bombay cotton seed . , 

1* 

11 *0 

1 6 -3 

30 'I 

100 

78 

102 


h airly Rich it 

Protein, 1 

Zieh in Oil 




Maize germ meat . . i 

1: 8-5 

9*0 

6*2 

61 -2 

99 1 

8x 

I 107 

Rice meal 

i: 9*4 

6*8 

10*2 

38*2 

79 I 

68 

90 



Rick in Protem, Poor 

in 




Fish meal 

1: 0‘X 

54 *0 

2*0 

— 

1 IS*? ] 

56 

74 

Peas, Calcutta white . . 

1; 2*1 

23*3 

I *r 

45*9 

[ 97 1 

70 

00 

Beans, English 

i: 2*6 

jq *3 

1 *2 

48*2 

! 1 

67 

68 

Beans, Chmese 

i: 2*6 

19*6 

1*7 

47*9 

I TOl 1 

67 

00 

Peas, Enghsh maple . . 

i; 3*1 

17*0 

1 *0 

50*0 

1 1 

70 

9 - 

Palm-nut meal (ex- 




487 

8*6 

' 1 

66 

13 

87 

X 7 

tracted) 

Brewers^ grains, wet . . 

i: 3*4 
i: 3*5 

15*6 

3*5 

x *9 

1*5 

9 = 1 

1 

Malt culms 

i: 3*6 

11*4 

I *l 

38*6 

70 

39 

5 ^ 


Cereals, Rich %n Starch, not Rxch 

in Protem 

or 0x1. 



Barlej^ feeding 

Oats, English . . 

1: 8*0 

i: 8-0 

8*0 

7*2 

2 *I 

4*0 

57*8 
! 47*4 

83 

75 

: 68 

1 60 

89 

; 79 

Oats, Argentine 

Maize, American 

x: 8*0 
i:xi*5 

7*2 

6*7 

4*0 

4*5 

1 47*4 

65-8 

75 

94 

60 

81 

1 79 

1 X07 

Maize, Argentine 

i:xi «3 

6*8 

4*5 

65*8 

94 

84 

1 X 10 

Maize meal 

1:13*0 

5*5 

3*5 

63*9 

86 

79 

1 X 02 

1 rvA 

Wheat middlings 

i: 4*8 

12 *8 

4*1 

52*5 

93 

73 

i 80 

Wheat sharps . . 

1; 5*1 

11*6 

3*4 

SI *6 

90 

62 

1 

Wlieat pollards 

Wlieat bran 

1: 4*5 

13*6 

3*7 

52*5 

97 1 

02 

I "*' 

1: 47 

11*3 

3*0 

45 0 

78 

50 

1 65 

Wheat bran, broad , , 

i: 4*7 

11*3 

3*0 

i 45*4 

80 

48 

63 

Locust bean meal 

1.22*1 

4*0 

0*7 

69*2 

80 

71 

94 


Columns (3), (4) and (5) give the percentages of digestible 
proteins, fats and carbohydrates respectively. 

Column ( 6 ), which is calculated from Columns (3), (4) and 
(5), gives the number of digestible food units in a ton of each 
feeding stuff. 

Columns (7) and (8) give the starch equivalent and the linseed 
cake equivalent respectively^ of 100 lb. of the feeding stuff. 

The table can be used both as a guide to purchasing, and as 
an indication of the feeding value of the different feeding stuffs. 
To use it as a guide to purchasing, the procedure is as follows : 
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First ascertain the price at which several suitable feeding stuffs 
can be purchased locally. To these figures add the estimated 
cost of railway carriage, cartage, grinding or other method of 
preparation. This will give the cost of the feeding stuffs as 
led to the animals. Next look up in the tabic the number of 
digestible food units contained in a ton of the feeding stuffs, 
and divide the cost per ton of the feeding stuff as Jed to the animals 
by this figure. A few instances will make this plain. The 
price of bran at the present time is about £iz io.s. per ton at 
the mill ; to this must be added, say, 10s. per ton for carriage 
and other expenses, so that the cost of bran as fed to the 
animals would be, say, jier ton. Looking up bran in the 
table, Column (6) states that it contains 78 food units per ton. 
The price ptT food unit is lhercf(>ro \ divided by 78, or 3.'?. j^d, 
per lood unit. Dried grains at the present time cost about 
/14 105 . per ton at the factory (>r wharf. Again, adding, say 
JOS. per ton for railway and other expenses, the cost of dried 
grains as ft?d to the animals would be [1^ per ton. According 
to Column ((>) of the table, dried brewers’ grains contain 85 
food units per ton. Dividing £1^ by 85 Ihe cost per food unit 
is 35. 6 d. Bran and dricxl grains are quite similar feeding stufis 
suitable to replace ea('h other. At present prices bran is 
cheaper than dried grains by about zd, per food unit. Cal- 
culated in the same way, palm keiiiel cake at about £12 105, 
per ton at the mill would cost as fed to the animals about 
25. c)d. per food unit, and linseed cake at £23 per ton at the mill 
about 45. yL per food unit. 

As soon as prices have settled down it will be possible to give 
comparative tables of costs per food unit worked out from the 
standard prices by this method. In the meantime, while 
prices are so variable, it is hoped that purchasers miiy be able 
to determine the price per food unit for themselves as indicated 
above. 

The table is also useful as an indicator of the relative feeding 
value of different feeding stuffs. The number of digestible 
food units per ton is not an exact measure of the feeding value, 
because it includes an allowance for the manurial value of the 
feeding stuff. C olumns (7) and (8) give a much more reliable 
estimate of the relative feeding value. Column (7) gives the 
number of pounds of starch w^hich has the same feeding value 
as 100 lb. of the feeding stuff ; similarly Column (8) gives the 
number of pounds of linseed cake equivalent in feeding value 
to 100 lb. of the feeding stuff. Live-stock owners should buy 
according to the number of digestible food units given in 
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Column (6), and should be guided in using feeding stuffs by 
the starch equivalent or linseed cake equivalent as given in 
Columns (7) and (8). 

It may perhaps be useful to give some idea as to the prospect 
of supplies of feeding stulla in the future. It appears likely 
that the supply of millers’ ollals, which was so short during 
the War, will be considerably increased in the coming season. 
The prospects for supplies of feeding barley are, however, not 
so good, and this feeding stuff is likely to be scarce and dear for 
some time There has been during the last few years a 
considerable change in the importation of barley^ Countnes 
which used to send considerable quantities of barley to the 
United Kingdom have been prevented from doing so by war 
and post-war conditions. North America has less than 
tjie usual quantity of barley to export, and the exchange 
between the United Kingdom and the States at the present 
time makes the importation of American barley extremely 
expensive. The supplies ot home-grown oats seem to be 
fairly satisfactory, but the prospect of importing normal 
quantities of oats is not good. As regards mai/e, several 
countries which used to supply large quantities arc no longer 
able to do so. Last 3’ear’s maize crop, however, was quit»^ 
good, both m Noith and South America, but, as in the case of 
barley, the exchange makes the importation of ihaize from these 
countries extremely expensive. The importation of oil seeds 
during the last year has increased very largely, resulting in the 
production of very large quantities of cakes of all kinds. 
Consumption of cakes, probably on account of the high prices, 
and possibly, too, because farmers have discovered during 
the War that they could keep their animals quite satisfactorily 
on much smaller cake rations than they were accustomed to 
use before the War, has not increased .so rapidly as the pro- 
duction. There is consequently a large stock of cakes in the 
country at the present time, and it is quite likely that prices 
will decrease. For some time past cakes have sold considerably 
under the maximum prices ; so much so, that the maximum 
prices have now' been removed, as well as almost all restrictions 
on their use. 
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The present time (stii February) seems a fitting time to 
review, very briefly, the work accomplished by County Councils 
and Councils of County Boroughs on 
Ministry of Agriculture and 
Authorities. Fisheries, with regard to the work of the 
settlement of ex-Service men on the land. 

Councils have on their lists 25,905 ex-Service applicants, who 
have applied for 450,603 acres. Of these applicants 16,917 
have so far been approved as suitable for 269,025 acres. 

Councils have actually acquired, or agreed to acquire, 
162,247 acres, and in addition the councils have 75,000 
acres under consideration, the bulk of which, it is hoped, will 
be acquired at an early date. Of this area 11,620 acres are 
proposed to be acquired in the exercise of the compulsory 
powers entrusted to the councils by Parliament. 

The London County' Council have up to the present not 
acquired any land for ex-Service men. 

Up to date 4,250 men have actually been provided with 
holdings, on a total area of 59,136 acres. The figures given 
show that a substantial beginning has been made in the 
direction of carrying out the promises of the Government vnth 
regard to the pro\nsion of land for men who have fought for 
their country. 


Agrieoltaral College, 
Newport, Salop.* 


The poultry laying trials at the Harper Adams Agricultural 
(’ollege for tlie 12 months iqitS-iq ended on 29th October 
last, and a Report has recently been 
Poultry Laying Trials issued. This Report sums up the work 
at the Harper Adams i^ being done for poultry breeders 

and others who are interested in the im- 
provement of egg production. 

The general interest taken in the trials, as evidenced by the 
increasing number of other trials held since the College com- 
menced this branch of work in 1912, is not confined to the 
owners of the pens, as the information obtained and fully 
desoribed in the reports is of considerable value, not only to all 
W'ho are engaged in improving stock, but also to those who are 
concerned with egg production. The breeders of utility 
poultry must remain at a disadvantage compared with the 
exhibition or " fancy ” breeder until a definite standard of 
points can be agreed upon, and, though steps are being taken 
to arrive at some agreement in this direction, it is now only 


• Contributed by the Harper Adams Agricultural College. 
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by actual performance at these 12 months* laying -trials that 
the owner of utility birds can prove the quality of his stock. 

The results of the College trials for 1918-19 are conclusive 
in demonstrating the improvement which is taking place in 
the quality of the utility poultry stock of this country, and it 
is satisfactory to note that, not only is the standard attained 
higher, but the general average show's a distinct improvement. 
Thus, contrasting the results of the first 12 months* trials with 
those just concluded, the figures are extremely interesting : — 


Best pen (6 birds) 

Worst pen (6 birds) 
Average per pen (too pens) 
„ bird (600) 


igi2-i3. 
1,389 eggs. 
526 „ 

91^ *15 eggs. 

151*9 


jgiS-Tg. 
1,444 eggs. 

813 .. 

1. 121-51 eggs. 
18692 


The pens were representative of the leading poultry yards, 
and also included birds from a number of less w^ell-knuwm people 
w^ho have not yet established their reputations as breeders of 
utility stock. The birds competing comprised : — 


Light Breeds- 
Leghonis. 
Cam pines. 
Anconas. 
Minorca s. 


Heavy Breeds — 
Wyandottes. 

Bhode Island Reds. 
33 uff Rocks. 

Sussex. 

Orpingtons. 


The comparison of the breeds is particularly interesting in 
view of the details obtained as regards the size and weight of 
the eggs produced, and brings out the fact that a marked 
improvement is taking place in the hitherto less-favoured 
breeds such as Rhode Island Reds, Rocks and Sussex, as com- 
pared with the more numerous White Leghorn and \A'hite 
Wyandotte breeds : — 


I 

! Egg Average, 1 91 S-i 9. 


Leghorns 
Wyandottes 
Rhode Island Reds 
Rocks * . . 

Orpingtons and Sussex 
Other Light Breeds 
Average of all Breeds , 


I No. per 
I Bird. 


189*8 
194*14 
li^4 *41 
1 73 ’25 
173 ’<^5 
172*66 
186*92 


Weight 1 Value of 
per Egg I E^sper 
per Bird. Byrd. 





1930.3 


Poultry Laying Trials. 


II2I 


In comparing the quality of the output the total weight of 
eggs produced by the birds has been ascertained, but for the 
purpose of valuation the standard of 2 oz. has been taken as 
the size of grade A egg, and here again the less well-known or 
favoured breeds show a high standard of output, as will be seen 
by the following table : — 


— 

Total 

Weight. 

No. of Eggs Laid. 

Percentage 
Proportion of 
Grades. 


oz. 

2 oz, and 
over. 

under 

2 oz. 

1 

2 OZ, and 
over. 

under 
j oz. 

Leghorns {32 pens) 

74,470 

28,295 

8,147 

77*64 

22-3:4 

Wyandottes (33 pens) 


29.579 

8,801 

7h*95 

2 ro5 

Rhode Island R.eds (8 pens) 

19,564 

8,17a 

1,160 

87*57 

12 43 

Rocks (8 pens) 

Orpingtons and Sussex (lo 

17,201 

6,255 

2,061 

75*21 

24*79 

pens) 

Other Light Breeds (10 

21,630 

8,864 

1,519 

85*37 

14’63 

1 

pens) 

All the Birds (loi pens) . . 

22,302 

9,877 

483 

95*34 

1 4 '66 

233,330 

91,042 

22,231 

80*38 

19-62 


The number of eggs produced has naturally varied with the 
season, and it is of interest to compare the number, weight 
and value of eggs produced during the year. The relationship 
of these three factors is not very apparent. The figures are 
given for periods of four weeks commencing with the first 
period from 3rd to 30th November, iqi8 : — 


— 

Period. 


ist. 

1 ! 

2nd. 

3rd. 

1 4th. 

5th. 

6th. 1 7th. 

No. of Eggs . . 

3*44 

7*11 

15*24 

1 15*25 

17*93 

20*78 20*68 

Value . . 

i/8i 

3/0 

6/8i 

6/8i 

7/4 j 

5/10 1 5/6J 

Weight in oz. 

6*4 

14*0 

31 

31*2 

37*1 1 

1 

43-0 43-8 


! 8th. 

9th. 

loth. 

nth. 

12th. 

13th. ' 

No. of Eggs . . 

17-88 

16-78 

15*15 

14-06 

12*47 

5'95 j 

Value . . 

4/6f 

5/2 

5/0 i 

4/ioJ 

4/5 1 

2/6J 

Weight in oz. 

36-4 

34‘5 


29*24 

I 26*0 

12*6 j 


To poultry keepers the question of cost of feeding is all- 
important, and the results of the trials, where an accurate 
record is kept of the amount consumed, as well as the cost, 
are of great comparative value. The quantity of food consumed 
per bird in lb. during the year was; Compound meal, 137; 
bran, 47; fish meal, 6-i ; clover meal, 2-6; pig meal, o'l ; 
crushed oats, 5-0; wheat, 14-3; oats, rg ; mixture, 29-0; 
sharps, 6" 6; maize meal, 3' 5 ; palm kernel meal, i’4. 

4 F 
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The cost of feeding has varied slightly month by month and 
may be stated as under; — 

Cost per Bird. Cost per Bird. 


ist Period 


s, 

I 

d. 

3 i* 

8th Period . . 

s. 

z 

d. 

2nd „ 


I 

5 

9th ,. 

1 

1 

3rd 


I 

4 i 

loth „ 

I 

si 

4th „ 


I 

5 

nth „ 

I 

4 i 

5 th „ 


I 

5 i 

12th „ 

I 

6 

6th „ 


I 

1 

13th „ 

I 

5 i 

7 th ., 

•• 

1 


. 




Diiring the trials a varied food sheet was possible, though at 
times it was necessary to use such foodstuffs as were available, 
as against what was really required. The values as between 
^gs produced and food consumed seem to have been in an 
inverse ratio, the cost dropping sharply as the value of eggs 
increased and vice versa. Thus cost of food dropped sharply 
from £6 IIS. i^d. per loo birds for the period ending 30th Nov- 
ember to £$ X2S. 5(f. for that ending 19th April, and then rose 
steadily until £7 X 2 s. 5^. was recorded for the final period. 
On the other hand, egg values only reached £8 xos. during the 
first period, but rose steadily until the March period, when 
£36 17s. 8 was the value of the output per 100 birds. From 
this highest value the decline was gradual until October, but 
fell sharply to £x2 14s. 2d. for the final month. The weight of 
food consumed was more constant, and fluctuated between a 
nunimum of 640 lb. and a maximum of 727 lb. per 100 birds 
per four weeks, the average per period being — cost of food. 

15s. xxd ,. ; amount consumed, 692 lb. , and value of eggs 
produced, £ 2 j^ 8s. 6(f. per 100 birds. Such figures very clearly 
bring out the fact that flocks which are showing a low flock 
average output must be yielding a very low profit, and in many 
cases are probably being kept at a loss. 

The need for egg records is thus obvious In this connection 
the question whether a bird can be classed satisfactorily at the 
end of its first three months' la3dng as a good or bad layer 
seems to be decided in the affirmative by the comparison of the 
best and worst layers in the flocks under trial.. It is noted that 
almost without exception the birds that produced a total of 
over 200 eggs in the pullet year averaged a 47-egg output 
durit^ the first three months, whereas the poor layers — of less 
than 100 in the pullet year— showed an average of only 15' 8 
duripg ths first three months. Whether or not ^is test of 

* Pace carried to nearest fartbing. Another }d. per period should be added 
to cover cost of grit and vegdafales. 
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output can be regarded as sufficient in itself may seem doubttul, 
but taken in conjunction with Other indications it should cer- 
tainly be possible to weed out the wasters before any serious 
loss is incurred on their behalf. 

The College trials during the year 1918-19 also included 
a Single Pen Test — a form of trial not previously known in 
this country — and the results fully justify the claims which 
have been made in Australia for this method of comparison of 
breed and strain. The highest output was that of a White 
Leghorn pullet, which laid in the 12 months 271 eggs, of which 
267 were first grade and the total weight was 588 oz. 

The full Report of the College trials has been published, and 
contains a summary of the results of other competitions which 
have been held m this and other countries. 


The increased employment of women in agriculture during 
the War has involved the consideration of a number of questions 
relative to their continued eraplo5mient in 

Empbyment of different branches of the industry 

in AgriTnltnre. "'hen more normal conditions of rurd 
labour were restored. It was felt that 
numbers of women who had been working on the land during 
the War would wish to remain in agricultural occupations and 
to avail themselves of openings which might be offered, either* 
on farms or in industries allied to agriculture. A Committee 
composed mainly of representatives of the Ministry of Agri- 
culture was appointed under the chairmanship of Mrs. Roland 
Wilkins in November, 1917, io consider what economic part 
women can take in agriculture, and to recommend what steps 
should be taken to give practical effect to such conclusions as 
might be drawn. 

The Report of the Committee has recently been issued.* 
It sets out in some detail the prospects open to women in 
arable farming, stock farming and dairying, small holdings, 
market gardening, flax growing and various rural industries. 
A chapter on the history of the employment of women in 
agriculture should be of special interest to the agricultural 
student. After touching on a number of other subjects 
bearing on the problem of the employment of women in agri- 

appointed to consider the Emplo3mient of 
:land and Wales* Obtainable from 
ise, Kingsway, London, W.C. 2, price is. 

4 F 2 


♦ Report of Sub committee 
Women in A|pricultnre in Enj 
Station^y Omce, Imperial Hoi 
net« 
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culture, such as voluntary associations and women’s institutes, 
the Report concludes with a summary of the Committee’s 
conclusions and recommendations. 

The conclusions of the Committee can be briefly summarised 
as follows : — 

The Supply of Women Workers. 

(1) There is a large unsatisfied demand for the domestic 
farm servant in certain areas ; this type of worker 
appears to be an essential factor in the economy of 
small hill farms of the stock-raising and dairy t57pe. 

(2) There is a very slightly increased demand over pre-war 
times for full-time milkers and stock women, dairy- 
maids who milk, and poultry workers. 

(3) It is hkely that the demand for part-time milkers will 
increase substantially. 

(4) An increase in the women dependents of small holders 
will naturally follow that of the men estabhshed under 
the Government scheme, and these women being an 
important factor in the success of the small holding, 
every consideration should be given to all local possi- 
bilities of their education, organisation, and social life. 

(5) A demand for certain types of workers is conditional on 
the extension of certain branches of farming which 
may be encouraged by Govemmeht policy ; some 
again, such as the casual field workers on arable farms, 
depend on the general condition of other trades. 

(6) The present supply of local seasonal workers in market 
gardens and in afforestation is likely to prove adequate : 
the increased demand due to any extension in the areas 
devoted to these branches of cultivation during the 
next few years balancing the reversion of the substitution 
of women for men which took place during the War. 

In the case of teachers of dairying similar conditions 
are anticipated. 

The Rdention of Local Women in Rural Areas. 

(7) The estabhshment of certain industries such as fruit- 
canning, jam-making, fruit- bottling and milk-drying 
in rural areas has caused a small demand for workers 
drawn from the locality. Should these undertakings 
spread the number of workers required would be corre- 
spondingly greater. Tlie Committee have pointed out 

, that this would act advantageously in retaining women 
in rural areas, owing to the variety of interest offered 
in employment. The retention of these local women 
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is an important factor in the development of rural 
areas. 

(8) Further, bacon factories and those dealing with fruit, 
while only oftering in themselves a small demand for 
women’s work, indirectly influence the permanent 
settlement of women in the district by encouraging 
the development of small holdings in the immediate 
area for the supply of theii raw materials. 

Actions required. — ^The specific recommendations of the 
Committee are : — 

(i) That fuller immediate action be taken along the lines 
recommended by the Report of the Education Con- 
ference on the Agricultural Education of Women with 
regard to local instruction by County Authorities.* 
These recommendations are : — 

a. Itinerant instruction should take the form of 

organised classes rather than that of lectures, 
and every part of a county should be covered in 
a definite cycle of years. 

b. Farm schools, or fixed courses of instruction taking 

their place, should be increased, so as to provide 
one for every county or two counties. 

c. Domestic economy should form part of the curri- 

culum in every organised course. 

d. Provision of scholarships — 

{a) from itinerant classes to farm schools. 

{b) from farm schools to collegiate institutions. 

{2) That the curriculum of Farm Institutes should provide 
special domestic economy classes dealing mainly with 
labour-saving methods and the use and preservation of 
home-grown produce ; and that, in those areas where 
the system of dome,stic fann servants exists, the Farm 
Institutes should oiganise local demonstration classes 
and simple trials on the above subjects. 

(3) That a number of scholarships for the best of the farm 
' servants themselves should be established at the Farm 

Institutes foi the counties in which farm servants are 
numerous. 

(4) That all measures for the simplification and acceleration 
of methods of working in the home and byres should 
be considered by those responsible for agricultural 
education and manual training in the local areas. 

• See this Journal, December, 1915. P- 859. 
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(5) That Women’s Institutes should develop as fully as 
possible the experiments they have begun in organising 
demonstrations in labour-saving methods and in the 
various branches of household economy ; and that local 
Education Authorities should give them every facility 
for classes in connection with these subjects. 

(6) That Women’s Institutes should endeavour to extend 
theii organisation as widely as possible amongst wives 
of farmers and small holdeis and amongst farm servants. 

(7) That the attention of farmers and landowners be 
directed to the desirability of improvements in byres, 
yards and homes with a view to curtailing unnecessary 
labour. 

(8) That in dairying districts Local Education Authorities 
should organise milking classes. 

That Local Agricultural Associations should consider 
the advisability of offering prizes for women milkers at 
local shows. 

(9) That short courses should be provided for training 
women as stock-women at Farm Institutes as long as the 
demand for their services exist ; and that scholarships 
or financial assistance should be given in connection 
with the short courses. 

(10) Scholarships or assisted Studentships for training for 
skilled posts in dairying and cheese factories should 
be provided so as to place these posts within the reach 
of the small farmer’s daughter and the farm servant. 

(11) That the lecommendations of the Agricultural Educa- 
tion Conference as regards poultry be acted on. (These 
recommendations are («) the formation at one of the 
existing Agricultural Colleges of a training course for 
poultry keepers, (b) the institution of a national ex- 
amination in poultry in connection with the above.) 

(12) That the present system of itinerant instruction in 
poultry keeping be extended and supplemented by the 
establishment of demonstration centres. 

(13) That the system of suppljnng stock poultry and eggs 
through approved stations be extended. 

(14) That demonstration centres should be established in 
market-gardening districts • in which small holders are 
numerous ; and that instruction in all kinds of skilled 
work in connection with fruit be provided for women. , 

(15) That the duty of obtainii^ accurate statistics rdating 
to women engaged m agriculture, and of maintaining 
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adequate irformation upon any changes in the number 
of women so engaged, be urged upon the appropriate 
authority. 

A detailed statement of the Committee’s conclusions and 
recommendations, taking each type of industry separately, is 
given in tabulated form. 

The question of the future cropping of the land recently 
broken out of grass is seriously exercising the minds of many 
fanners. There are at least four different 

Fanaing of Land in which such land can be treated. 

Broken up during . ^ . 
the War. v\z. . 

I. The land may be worked in witli 
the rotational system hitherto in force. 

2. A proportion of the root shift may be devoted to silage 

crops. 

3. Temporary leys of several years’ duration may be 

introduced into the rotation. 

4. The land may be sown down to permanent grass. 

1. — 'With the introduction of the Norfolk or 4-course rotation, 
in which roots occupied 25 per cent, of the arable land, it was 
possible to keep the land clean, and, by feeding cattle and 
sheep, to maintain a reasonable level of fertility without 
recourse to artificial manures. As such manures, however, 
came more and more into use, a smaller area of roots sufficed 
to maintain the land in good condition, and roots came to 
occupy 20 per cent, or less of the arable land. (In the case 
of heavy land the proportion may be as low as 5 per cent.) 
JEven before the War, roots were commonly regarded as an 
expensive crop. Under present conditions they are still more 
so. It seems clear, therefore, that the extra arable area arising 
out of war conditions will not generally be maintained on a 
short rotational system, in which roots requiring singling, 
lifting and storing would take the same prominent place as of 
old. If the rotation hitherto practised is adopted, crops such 
as rape and kale will probably, in part, replace the ordinary 
root crops. 

2. — In recent years farmers have begun to look to ensilage 
as a means of reducing the root shift, particularly under 
conditions where roots are a specially risky crop. An autumn- 
sown silage crop is largely independent of weather, does, not 
need a fine tilth, keeps down weeds, and is ready for removal 
in July, thus affording opportunities for a half fallow, or, if 
required, a second green crop. 
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In the absence of a silo, a mixed crop of oats and vetches, or 
oats and peas, may be made into hay or ripened, and so reduce 
the root diift and the ^yinter bill for feeding stuffs. (In suitable 
circumstances lucerne might be tried.) 

3. — third possibility is the lengthening of the rotation by 
the introduction of temporary le37s. If these were of three 
years’ duration, then in a rotation of seven years there might 
be three shifts in com, or 43 per cent, as compared with 50 
per cent, in a 4-course rotation. The production of about an 
extra quarter per acre, which might reasonably be expected 
in the case of the longer rotation, would bring the yield of 
corn per 100 acres arable up to that of the shorter, rotation. 
Thus, from the standpoint of corn production, the coimtry 
would not lose by the change ; indeed, it might well gain con- 
siderably. The root and clover crops would probably be 
healthier. 

There remains the doubt that will arise in many minds as to 
whether temporary leys can be successfully established under 
all conditions. In Scotland, in Wales, and generally in districts 
with considerable rainfall, the practice is already common. 
Trials have been made in other districts;, but further experiments 
on this point in such districts are necessary. In experiments 
carried out in the Eastern Counties under the auspices of 
Cambndge University it would appear that such leys can be 
successfully laid down, particularly if the seed mixture adopted 
is on the hnes of the Clifton Park system, that is to say, if it 
consists of a variety of pasture plants including those of a 
deep rooting and drought-resisting character. 

Many of the heavier and of the lighter lands, too, are to-day 
suffering from lack of organic matter. The former are con- 
sequently difficult to work and both are apt to dry out. The 
ploughing-under of a three-years’ -old turf would gb far to 
mitigate this state of affairs. 

4. — ^The last resort is a return to permanent grass. In the 
case of difficult, inaccessible, or inadequately drained land, or 
land adjoining the homestead, which has recently been ploughed 
out, a return to permanent grass may be justified, but care 
should be taken to choose a suitable seed mixture. The 
present cost and scarcity of seed makes such care all the more 
necessary. Farmers with no experience to guide them shoidd 
consult the Agricultural Organiser of their county, with a view 
to being supplied with all available data on the subject. 
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OFFICIAL NOTICES AND CIRCULARS. 

— The Orders mentioned in this section of the Journal 
may usually he obtained at the price of id, each from 
H,M , Stationery Office, Imperial House, Kingsway, London, 
W.C, 2, and 28, Abingdon Street, London, S,W. 1 ; 37, Peter 
Street, Manchester, and 1, St, Andrew* $ Crescent, Cardiff, 

The following Circular Letter (No. C.L. 2 76/C. i) was addressed to 
County Councils in England and Wales, except the London County 
Council, by the Ministry on 15th January : — 
Kinistry Sir, — I am directed by the Minister of 

of Agriculture aud Agriculture and Fisheries to invite the atten- 
Fisheries Act, tion of your Council to the provisions of the 
1919 . Ministry of Agriculture and Fisheries Act, 

1919,* which received the Royal Assent on 

23rd December, 1919. 

This Act is not concerned in any way with agricultural policy, but 
is simply a measure for rendering more efficient the existing machinery 
for dealing with agricultural matters. It marks an epoch in the liistory 
of County administration, for it enables the numerous powers and duties 
of the County Council, in regard to agriculture, to be brought within 
the range of a single Committee. Furthermore, it brings fonnally within 
the County organisation the work now done by the Agricultural Executive 
Committees. 

It cannot be emphasised too clearly that the Act is not designed 
to supersede any Committee of the County Council now dealing with 
a particular branch of administration. On the contrary, it is the 
intention of the Act that so far as possible the existing Committees 
should be linked together and fitted into a general scheme, which will 
give to agriculture in the work of the County Councils a position 
appropriate to its importance. Certain changes may be needed in order 
to obtain a workable scheme, but, broadly speaking, no efficient 
machinery need be scrapped, and no existing Committee of the County 
Council dealing with agriculture need be placed m a position of less 
authority in consequence of the passing of the Act. 

The Minister would like to take this opportunity of expressing his 
high appreciation of the admirable and efficient work done by those 
who undertake, often at the cost of much personal sacrifice, the ever 
increasing burden imposed on Local Authorites in connection with the 
local adminstration of matters affecting the agricultural industry. 
Lord Lee feels confident that under the new legislation the authority 
of County Councils in dealing with agricultural matters will be 
strengthened and that the cordial relationship which has always existed 
between Councils and the Ministry will be maintained. 

The Act makes provision for setting up Councils of Agriculture and 
an Agricultural Advisory Committee for England and Wales, and also 
an Agricultural Committee for each Administrative County and County 
Borough. This Circular deals only vrith the County Committees pro- 
vided for in Part III, of the Act, and its object is to set forth as 
concisely as possible the main provisions of tliat Part of the Act and 
to indicate their effect on county administration. 


• See also this Journal, January, 1920, p. 962. 
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Every County Council (except tbe London County Council) is re- 
quired to establish an Agricultural Committee to be appointed in 
part by the County Council and in part by the Minister. The County 
Council is to nominate not less than two-thirds of the members, and 
persons so nominated need not be members of the Council if the Council 
so determine. Each Council must make a scheme establishing an 
Agricultural Committee to be approved by the Minister before 23rd 
June, 1920, and if by that date a scheme has not been approved, the 
Minister may make a scheme after consultation with the Council. 

Powers of the new Committees , — To the Agricultural Committee 
and its Sub-Committees in each county will stand referred all matters 
relating to the exercise of the Council’s powers under : — 

(1) The Destructive Insects and Pests Acts, 1877 and 1907, 

(2) The Diseases of Animals Acts, 1894 19 I 4 * 

(3) The Fertilisers and Feeding Stuffs Act, 1906. 

(4) The Land Drainage Act, 1918. 

(5) The Small Holdings and Allotments Acts, 1908 to 19^9 ; 
and also all other matters relating to agriculture except (a) 
such matters as under the Education Act, 1902, stand referred 
to the Education Committee, and {&) the raising of a rate or 
borrowing. 

With regard to education, provision is made for arranging that 
matters relating to agricultural education, which otherwise would 
stand referred to the Education Committee, may be referred to the 
Agricultural Conmiittee, 

A County Council may delegate to the Agricultural Committee any 
of their powers in relation to the matters specified above It will, 
however, obviously be impossible for an Agricultural Committee itself 
to deal with the whole of the matters brought within its range, and the 
Act therefore provides for the appointment of Sub-Committees and 
for delegation to those Sub-Committees of any of the powers of the 
Agricultural Committee. The scheme sliduld provide the necessary 
authority for such delegation of powers to Sub-Committees. 

The Act authorises pa5nnent as part of the expenses of the Agricul- 
tural Committee of traveling expenses and subsistence allowance of 
members of that Committee or of any of its Sub-Committees if the 
scheme so provides. 

It is obligatory for the Agricultural Committee to appoint : — 

(i) A Small Holdings and Allotments Sub-Committee. 

{2) A Diseases of Animals Sub-Committee. 

These Sub-Committees will act as the Statutory Committees under 
the Small Holdings and Allotments Acts, 1908-1919, and the Diseases 
of Animals Act, 1894, respectively. The Small Holdings and Allot- 
ments Sub-Committee will, until 31st March, 1926, have full executive 
powers (except the power to raise a rate or loan) without special delega- 
tion of powers by the County Council or the Agricultural Committee. 
The Act provides that this Sub-Committee shall comprise one or more 
members to represent tenants of small holdings and allotments. 

The Minister may authorise the Agricultural Committee or a Sub- 
Committee to exercise on his behalf any of his powers under Part IV, 
of the Corn Production Act, 1917, or Part II. of the Land Drainage 
Act, 19x8.* 


* See article on Land Drainage in this issue, p. 1088. 
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Tt will be seen from these provisions that the County Council may so 
constitute their Agricultural Committee that the Small Holdings and 
Allotments Committee and the Agricultural Executive Committee 
shall become, without substantial alteration, component parts of the 
new committee, and carry on without interruption the work of which 
their members have acquired an intimate knowledge. 

Attention is, however, called to Sub-section (4) {a) of Section 7 of 
the Act, which requires that a scheme shall provide for the appointment 
by the Minister of not more than one- third of the members of the 
Agricultural Committee or of any Sub-Committee to which the powers 
of that Committee are delegated. Ihe Minister will expect to appoint 
the full quota of members of the Small Holdings and Allotments Sub- 
Committee, the Agricultural Executive Committee and any other 
Sub-Committee whose operations entail actual or contingent liabilities 
for expenditure from State funds. 

A further Circular will be issued shortly containing suggestions as 
to the lines on which a scheme for constituting an Agricultural Com- 
mittee should be prepared and enclosing a Model Scheme, In the 
meantime any County Council is at liberty to formulate its scheme, 
and it may, therefore, be useful to remind the ('oimcil that schemes 
must provide for the appointment of such persons only as have practical, 
commercial, technical or scientific knowledge of agriculture, or an 
interest in agricultural land, and for the inclusion of women as well as 
men. 

I am to add that the further circular referred to above will deal not 
onl}’ with matters of organisation but also with the question of finance 
and act<>unts. 

I am, etc., 

(Signed) Lawrence \Vla\ • r, 

Director-General of Land SciiU mevt. 


The following information was contained in a ]\Iemorandimi recently 
issued to County Iforticultural Sub-Committees b}' the Ministry: — 

InUodmtwn . — The important part played 
Potato Trials. by the potato crop makes it desirable that 
grow’ers should be able to obtain adequate 
and reliable infonnation on all matters relating to potato culture, 
the many phases of which may best be brought to the grow ers’ notice 
through demonstration plots instituted for the purpose of finding out 
those varieties best suited to the different districts and of demonstrating 
the approved methods of potato culture. 

Wart Disease Note . — -The IVlniistry lequire the planting of immune 
varieties in those areas in which Wart Disease is know n to be common 
and widespread, and 111 such areas conuiiittec's should use immune 
varieties only for their trials ; whilst those committees in the clean 
districts should demonstrate the value of tlicsc immune varieties and 
test their comparative merits with well-known susceptible kinds. 

Supply of Seed , — ^The source of the seed potato influences the resulting 
crop to such an extent that all the seed should be obtained from the 
same source. It is advisable, therefore, that the seed should be pur- 
chased in bulk by the Ministry and distributed to the various com- 
mittees. The seed jiotatoes will be invoiced at cost price tc' the 
committees. 
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Quantity of Seed. — In canning out these trials 14 lb. of each variety 
should be planted on land which has been prepared according to the 
instructions given below. 

Preparation of Land, — The land used in all allotment trials should 
be bastard trenched. 

Manures. — The land should receive farmyard manure at the rate 
of 10-15 tons per acre, and, preferably, to be applied in the drills at the 
time of planting. 

Artificial Manures. — These should be applied as follows : — 
Superphosphate,* 26 per cent. . . • • 4 cwt. per acre. 

Sulphate of Ammonia . . . . . . i ,, ,, 

,, Potash,* 49 per cent. .. i „ 

In making these suggestions regarding manuring, it must be borne 
in mind it may be necessary to modify them in accordance with the 
local customs and conditions. 

Varieties. — In 1920 it is proposed that the trials should be divided 
into two main sections : — 

Part I . — Demonstration of the cropping powers of the well-known 
immune kinds, such as : — 

15 / Earlies. — Snowdrop, Dargill Early. 

2nd Earlies. — Great Scott, Arran Comrade, 

Main Crops. — Majestic, Kerr's Pink, Golden Wonder, Tinwald 
Perfection, Abundance. 

Part 2. — Early Varieties. — ^During 1920 it is considered important 
to institute trials to test the earliness of cropping qualities of certain 
early varieties. It must be realised that certain varieties are grown 
and marketed as earlies, which are not really earlies, if regarded from 
the point of view of maturity. “ Epicure " is a good example of this 
It is a variety which ** bulks " early, and can be marketed early, yet 
if judged by its date of maturity, it is a second early. The same remark 
applies to ** Eclipse " or “Sir John Llewellyn." 

It has been maintained that King George " is a variety which, if 
treated as an early, will be ready for lifting quite as soon as “ Epicure." 
Last season, in many districts “ Arran Comrade " matured earlier than 
** Epicure." It is, therefore, of the greatest importance that this year 
this problem of earliness should be tested in a thorough manner in all 
those districts where early jiotatoes are grown. 

Note. — ^The trials of early varieties are for the express purpose of 
comparing the earliness of some particular varieties. To obtain reliable 
results it is obvious that the seed of the many kinds must all come from 
the same source, be treated in a similar way, planted on the same date, 
and the crop given equal opportunities for development. The important 
point is not merely the determination of a date when the crop matures, 
but of a period when the crop may be profitably marketed. This is a 
point that should be well considered. 

The instructions regarding supply of seed, manuring, etc., are the 
same as for the cropping trials, but the varieties may be different, as 
below : — 

Varieties for 1920. — ^Three of the leading well-known first earlies 
should be grown as controls with which the new varieties may be 
compared. The three varieties which should be used for this purpose 
are ** Duke of York," “ Ninetyfold," and “ Epicure." 

• If other grades are used, such quantity should be applied as will provide 
the same amounts of phosphate or potash as those indicated. 
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To summarise, the varieties to be included in this year's trials are : — 
Duke of York 

Ninetyfold. > For clean lands only. 

Epicure. ) 

Dargill Early. 

Arran Rose. 

King George. 

Nithsdale, 

Arran Comrade. 

Snowdrop. 

Planting , — ^The time of planting will vary slightly according to the 
district. The trial plots should be planted at what is considered a 
suitable time for planting potatoes in the district. It is further sug- 
gested that a distance of 26 in. between the drills and 12 in. 
between the sets should be adopted throughout all the trials. Any 
departure from these distances should be noted in the reports of the 
trials. 

Reports , — ^The committees will, of course, prepare full reports for 
the instruction of farmers and allotment holders in their own districts. 
The Ministry will, however, also require a brief report drawn up on 
certain definite lines in order that they may issue a summarised report 
of all the trials in the country. 

In previous years trials of potatoes were carried out for the Ministry 
by a few people in various parts of England, and, w^here satisfactory, 
committees should continue the trials at the old centres and institute 
fresh trials in other districts. 


In dealing with Wart Disease of potatoes it is essential that only 
true stocks of immune varieties of potatoes should be planted in infected 
areas. To assist growers in these areas in 
List of Q-rowers of obtaining suitable stocks for planting this 
Immune Varieties of season the Ministry last year arranged for 
Potatoes in their Insi)ectors to examine growing crops of 
England and Wales, immune varieties and to certify those which 
were true to type and reasonably free from 
“ rogues." A list of the growers whose crops were inspected and certi- 
fied has been prepared and is now published as Miscellaneous Publication 
No. 26. Copies of this publication may be obtained from the Ministry, 
3, St. James’s Square, London, S.W.i, price 6<f., post free. 


In accordance with the decontrol of British- and Irish-made cheese, 
already announced (see Note in last month's issue, p. 1041), the Food 
Controller has issued an Order (No. 98) revoking 
Decontrol of Home as on ist February, 1920, the following 
Cheese. Orders : — 

I. The British Cheese Order, 1917. 

2. British Cheese (Requisition) Order, 1918. 

3. Cheese (Export from Ireland) Order, 1918. 

4. Caerphilly Cheese (Retail Prices) Order, 1919, 

As already announced, the Ministry of Food will purchase the 
suitable varieties of whole-milk hard cheese manufactured in Great 
Britain and Ireland up to and including 31st January, 1920, and 
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delivered or advised to the Government Factors up to and including 
2Qth February, 1920. Such cheese not advised or delivered to the 
Government Factors on or before ?9th February, 1920, will not be 
accepted as Government purchase. The cheese accumulated in the 
Government Pool will be distributed during the months of January 
February and March, 1920, under Government Control. 


At the Lambeth County Court his Honour Judge Parry gave his 
reserved judgment in the case of Dcering v, Watney, in which John 
Deering, of Plaxtol, claimed at the Sevenoaks 
Legal Decisions under County Court, from Colonel Charles F. Watney, 
the Corn of Ivy Hatch Court, £2^ 3.?., being the difference 

Production Act. between wages received by him as gardener 
and the minimum wage allowed by the AgricnL 
tural Wages Board (under the Corn Production Act) lor odd time 
that he alleged he was engaged in agriculture. 

“ The defendant,*’ said his Honour, “ has about 20 acres of land 
attached to his liouse, about five or six lawns and gardens, of whith 
an acre and a half is kitchen garden. There are five acres of plantation, 
five acres of grazing and five acres of cherry and apple orchard. The 
defendant does not carry on the business of agriculture. He has sold 
surplus fruit, but this year there was no surplus fruit. The applicant 
was employed to work in the gardens, especially the kitchen garden, 
and to do odd labouring jobs when not wanted in the garden. There 
is no doubt that he did \vork in the plantation pruning the nut bushes. 
The evidence is conflicting as to how long he worked there. The 
defendant was at the War, and his wife left matters to the bailiff. Mo 
objection was taken or claim made at the time, and 410 record of hours 
kept by either party. Fie also cut some bracken for bedding, I find, 
as a fact, that he was employed on these jobs for four weeks in all and 
not more, and during the rest of his time he was employed on his main 
and proper work in the kitchen gardens. 

“ The applicant contends that he is entitled to the minimum wage 
during the whole of his employment. Clause 4 of the Act says that 
‘ Any person who employs a person in agriculture,' shall pay the mini- 
mum wage rate. Clause 1 7 says that agriculture includes the use of land 
as orchard or woodland or market garden. I think the main work of 
the applicant was in the kitchen gardens, and I hold that the applicant 
cannot claim the minimum wage when so emp)r)yed. I think for about 
four weeks he was employed in agriculture within the meaning of the 
Act. I see nothing in the Act to prevent a man employed in another 
capacity claiming a minimum wage, during such time as he is actually 
employed in agriculture. He put in a claim for a fortnight’s ha5miaking. 
He could not swing a scythe, but he helped to pitch the hay. Everyone 
in the house, from the visitors downward, did the same. It is an almost 
universal practice in English country life lor all the household, in- 
cluding domestic servants and visitors, to help in the hay-field during 
the hay harvest. 

“ I do not think, if a man’s butler helped to pitch hay, he would be 
a workman employed in agriculture within the Act, and I have not 
allawed the applicant anything on this part of his claim. In my view 
the mere fact, in an estate of this kind, that a man does an odd job of 
an agricultural character does not entitle him to the minimum wage. 
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but when be is taken away from his usual work and put for a sub- 
stantial time in real agricultural work he is entitled to the minimum 
wage. The actual orders of the Wages Board were not produced, 
but the applicant is entitled to the difference between the minimum 
wage and the actual wage paid to him for four weeks. If this is not 
agreed, I remit to the Registrar to assess the amount.” [Wages Board 
Gazette, 15th January, 1920.) 


Profiteering on Hay 
and Straw. 


An Order applying the Profiteering Act to 
hay and straw has been made by the Board 
of Trade. The text of this Order was 
published in the issue of the London 
Gazette for 6th January. 


The Food Controller has issued an Order revoking, as from ist 
February, 1920, the Oils, Oil Cakes and Meals (Requisition) Order, 1917. 

• - Previous references to this Order were pub- 

Kevocation of Oils, Oil m the issues of this for December, 

Cakes and Meals Order, 1917, p. 1046, and May, 1919, p. 211. 


It was announced by the Food Controller on the 31st January, that 
the administration of the regulations affecting the control of hides 
hitherto exerci.sed by th(' Ministry of Munitions 
The Control of Hides, will be vested in the Ministry of Food for the 
remainder of the period of meat control. 


According to the issue of the Seed World (United States) for 19th 
December last, it would appear from information furnished by the 
Agricultural Adviser to the Danish G()vernmenl 
Seed Production in that Denmark must now be regarded as a 
Denmark and United serious competitor m the world market for 
States of America, certain kinds of seed, the siip])ly of which 
before the War was practically the monopoly 
of English growers. In 1916 the acreage under turnips for seed in 
Denmark was less than 3,5^^o acres ; last year it had increased to 
16,677 Swede seed showed aq increase from 2,372 to 7,790 

acres, and mangold from 3,410 to 5,310 acres in the same period. 
The remarkable extension of seed growing in Denmark has been 
caused by the rapid rise in seed prices during the War. Many Danish 
farmers took up the growing of seeds, Avho, lacking the knowledp 
and experience of old growers and frequently unable to obtain satis- 
factory stock seed for planting, could not maintain the high quality 
which has characterised Danish-grown seeds in the past; nevertheless, 
the increased production must affect the hold that the English growers 
have had on the world market for such seeds. 

Attention is also being given to the growing of root seeds in the 
United States of America. Before the War the production was 
negligible, but last year the States produced 123,000 lb. of swede and 
456,000 lb. of turnip seed. 
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The amount provided for in the Budget of the United States 
Department of Agriculture for the year 1919-1920 is 060, 000, or 

and increase of 1,2 50, 000 over the amount 
Budget of the United provided for in the previous year 1918-1919. 
States Department of The Tollowing are the amounts* allotted to 
Agriculture for 1919-20. the principal Bureaus in the two years. 



1919-1920. 


1925-1979 


£ 


£ 

Office of Secretary 

1 07,000 

. . 

160,000 

Weather Bureau 

392,000 


399,000 

Animal Industry Bureau 

1,205,000 


850,000 

Plant Industry Bureau . . 

704,000 


653,000 

Forest Service 

1,244,000 


, 1.195,000 

Chemistry Bureau 

290,000 


259,000 

Soils Bureau 

102,000 


102,000 

Entomology Bureau 

286,000 


206,000 

Biological Survey 

155,000 


123,000 

Division of Publications... 

50,000 


45,000 

Crop Estimates Bureau ... 

77,000 


72,000 

State Relation Service 

1,023,000 


657,000 

Public Roads Bureau . . 

124,000 


124,000 

Markets Bureau . . 

586,000 


422 000 


The largest increases during the year are shown by the Bureau of 
Animal Industry {£355,000), the Bureau of Plant Industry (;f5i,ooo), 
the Forest Service (;f49,ooo), the Bureau of Entomology (;^8o/)oo), the 
States Relation Service {£366,000), and the Bureau of Markets (;^i 64,000). 
The States Relation Service consists of federal contributions to the 
experiment stations, demonstrations and extension wo k of the States. 

A NEW stallion farm, tlie only one of its kind in the country, was 
established by the United States Department of Agriculture in co^ 
operation with the Wyoming Agricultural 
New United States College, at Buffalo, Wyo., early in July. It 
Government is to be known as the United States-Wyoming 
Stallion Farm. Horse-breeding Station, where the work that 
lias been done for the past 15 years by the 
Department in co-operation with the Colorado Agricultural College 
will be continued. The object of the work at this station will be to 
produce high-class stallions suitable for the production of utility horses 
adapted to western range and farm conditions. Stallions at this station 
are available for use by mare owners in the community, and from 
time to time they will be sent for service to different parts of Wyoming 
and Colorado. Stallions developed for the range weigh from 1,200 to 
1,400 pounds. A standard-bred stallion, Harvest Aid, has recently 
been purchased. He is by the champion trotting stallion, The Har- 
vester, and his dam is Santos Maid, a mare which holds the trotting 
record of 2-o8i, and a daughter of Peter the Great, tlie leading sire of 
speed in America. It is not the purpose at the horse-breeding station 
to develop speed animals, but it is well understood that a good stallion 
from a family noted for its speed is highly desirable for the production 
of active utility horses,— Breeder* s GazettS, 25tb September. 

1919). 


• The amounts are “ par values.” 



3 9 ^ 0 .] 


Official Notices and Circulars. 


1137 


A NOTE published in the issue of the Journal Officiel for the 14th 
October, 1919, gives particulars of an Act passed by the French Govern- 
ment respecting the formation in France of 
Agricultural Credit different kinds of agricultural benefit societies. 
Facilities for with a view to assisting the population iu 
Devastated Begions districts devastated by the War. The con- 
in France. ditions of formation of these Societies are to 

be decided by the ^linis tries of Agriculture 
and Food, and Finance. The Societies may receive State loans through 
local banks. All people connected with agricultural development, in 
any way, may form themselves into credit societies. Rural artisans, 
who do not employ more than two men continuously, such as shoeing- 
smiths, smiths, implement repairers, harness-makers, shoemakers, and 
charcoal burners, also conic within the provisions of this Act, 


Decisions have recently been given by the High Court on two 
points of importance m connection with the administration of Part TL 
of the Corn Protluction Act. One case was 
Legal Decisions heard on the 21 st and the other on the 22nd 

affecting January before the Lord ('hief Justice and 

Minimum Wages. J ustice':> Avory and Sankey. 

Tn the first case tlie Agricultural Wages 
Board appealed against a decision ol the Knaresborough Bench. 
The Board had proceeded against an employer for the non-payment 
of the minimum to a horseman who was engaged on a contract of 
serv'ice for one 5^ear, which w^as still running, at a w’agc of £20 
per annum, in addition to board aiul lodging. The Court liave 
decided that while the contract is void as regards the amount 
mentioned theiein, it was still a contract fur service for a year, and that 
the liability to pay the worker not less than the mininiuni wages did 
not arise — and in fact that no legcil liability to make any payment 
arose — until the end of the term. If then the employer failed to pay a 
sum wdnch for the whole term of service amounted to loss than tlie 
minimum rates fixed, he \vouIcl commit an offence, but until that time 
no offence could, in fact, be proved. The effect of this judgment appears 
to be far-reaching, as it seems to imply tliat any man engaged for a year 
is dependent on the good-wnll of his employer for any payments during 
his year of service. 

In the ciise heard on the 22nd January, tlie Agricultural Wages 
Board appealed against a decision of the Warwick Bench, the point at 
issue being whcthei' a private garden from which a certain amount of 
produce is sold comes within the definition of a market garden under 
the Corn Production Act. The judgment lays down tliat a market 
garden is a holding cultivated wholly or mainly for the purpose of the 
trade or business of market gardening. The decision of the High Court 
clears up a question about which there has been much discussion, and 
the appeal was taken by the Wages Board so that uncertainty might 
be removed for the future. 

Both decisions were given m full in the issue of the Wages Boa^d 
Gazette for 2nd February. 
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Since the last issue of the Journal (p, 1044), outbreaks of Foot- 
aud-Mouth Disease have been confirmed in six fresh centres, and the 
position in the districts concerned is as 

Foot-and’JContli follows : — 

Disease. Wiltshire , — The initial outbreak was con- 

firmed at Grittenham, Brinkworth, on the 
15th January, since which date six further outbreaks have occurred, 
the latest being on the iith February. The usual Order prohibiting 
movement over a wide area was issued on the 15th January, and on the 
29th January the Scheduled District was extended on the eastern side 
owing to the spread of disease in that direction. Restrictions have 
now been modified except as regards the Prohibited Area around the 
scenes of the outbreaks. 

Bedford, Northumberland and Flint , — Isolated outbreaks were con- 
firmed at Willington (Beds.). Amble, Acklington (Northumberland), 
and Rhuddlan (Flints.) on the 24th January, 21st JanuaIy^ and 31st 
January respectively. No further developments occurred, and in all 
cases restrictions have been modified in respect of considerable portions 
of the Scheduled Districts. 

Lancashire . — ^Two outbreaks of disease were confirmed in Lancashire 
on premises near Newton in Cartmel, the first being on 24th January 
and the second on the following day. Since the latter date there has 
been no extension of disease, and the restrictions have been modified 
except in a small area surrounding the Infected Places. 

Devonshire . — ^An outbreak of Foot-and-Mouth Disease occurred at 
Dean Prior near Bucldastleigh on the 28th January, and the usual 
Order prohibiting movement was issued accordingly. On the 5th 
February an outbreak occurred near Bow, some sb^ miles outside the 
Scheduled District, and the Scheduled District had to be extended 
northwards for about 15 miles. A further outbreak occurred on the 
adjoining farm on the 7th February. The restrictions imposed have 
since been modified in the outer portions of the original Scheduled 
District. 

All restrictions on movement of animals imposed in connection with 
the outbreaks in Durham, West Sussex, Yorkshire (West Riding), 
Hampshire, Dorset and Essex have been withdrawn and modifications 
of the restrictions have been made in the East Kent district. 


Since the note which appeared in the last issue of the Journal was 
written, a further case of Rabies has been confirmed (on 13th January) 
at Addlestonc, Surrey, in the Inner or danger- 
Rabies. ous Zone of the London, Middlesex, and 

District Muzzling Area. The inquiries which 
were made by the Inspectors of the Ministry show that the infected dog 
was apparently bitten by what is known as the “ Ealing dog,” that is, 
the animal which ran between Ealing and Weybridge in April last. It 
is fortunate that this case occurred well within the dangerous Zone, 
which was specially scheduled to catch up any cases of this kind. The 
result of this outbreak is that it has not been possible Entirely to revoke 
the Muzzling Orders affecting the London, Middlesex, and District 
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Area, as had been hoped, by the end of January. The Ministry, how- 
ever, have felt justified in contracting the existing Area so as to exclude 
from the Muzzling Order the whole of the County of London, the whole 
of Middlesex (except the portion lying to the south-west of a line from 
Uxbridge to Twickenham), that part of Hertfordshire which was 
previously subject to the Order, a small part of Buckinghamshire, and 
the south-eastern half of Surrey. An Order to this effect came into 
operation on the 2nd February. 

This Order does not withdraw the restrictions on the movement of 
dogs out of the contracted Muzzling Area, nor the restrictions on the 
movement of dogs out of the Inner or Dangerous Zone. This last 
includes the western portion of Surrey and small parts of Berkshire and 
Hampshire. 

The outbreak at Addlestone on the 13th January has rendered the 
maintenance of restrictions in this dangerous Area, for a further period, 
essential. 


The Food Controller issued an Order dated the 24th January, 
1920, which revoked as on the ist February, 
RtTOCation of the Use of Milk (Licensing) Order, 1918. 

the Milk (Liceneiog) A note on the provisions of this Order 
Order, 1918. was published in the issue of this Journal 
for June, 1918, p. 354. 


In 1916, as a war measure, with a view to increasing food production 
by a rapid improvement of our poultry stock, the Ministry of Agriculture 
made arrangements for the distribution of 
The National Egg sittings of eggs, day-old chicks, and adult 
Distribution Scheme, stock birds, to small holders and cottagers. 

The scheme has been worked through Egg 
Stations, which sent out sittings from January to May ; day-old Chick 
Stations, distributing chicks between February and June ; and 
Incubating Stations, from which eggs, chickens, and stock birds could 
be obtained. The egg and chick stations are selected annually for 
seasonal work ; the incubating stations are more permanently established 
for work throughout the year. 

The scheme has accomplished valuable work, and it is now arranged 
that Local Authorities shall take it over as part of their ordinary 
activities. Two-tliirds of the cost will be borne by the Ministry of 
Agriculture. One hundred and forty-four Egg Stations and 19 Chick 
Stations have been approved in 26 counties to date ; returns from the 
remaining counties have not yet been received. Distribution from the 
Incubating Stations in Anglesey, Cornwall, Cheshire and Denbigh is to 
continue. Four hundred and twenty-seven thousand three hundred 
and seventy-four eggs and 16,233 chickens have been distributed from 
the Egg and Chick Stations since 1916 at reduced rates. This year 
the subsidy to station holders will be 25. per dozen for sittings of 
eggs, and up to 55. per dozen for chickens. The price charged to 

4 G 2 
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applicants for sittings and chicks is fixed by the County Authority for 
the area in which the Station is situated, to whom application should 
be made for particulars regarding the scheme. 


January Journal : Errata. On p. 963 > lines 3 and 15 from the 
bottom, in the Editorial Note, “The Forestry Act, 19T9," 
for “ a Forest Station ** read “ afforestation/' 


NOTICES OF BOOKS. 

A Courae of Praotioal Chomiotry for Agrrloultural Stucfonto, Vol, 2, 
Part I. — II. A. Neville and L. F. Newman (Cambridge : University 
Press, 1919, 55. net). Primarily designed for the use of students taking 
the degree n agricultural science at Cambridge, this series of laboratory 
exercises should also prove useful to agricultural students who have 
not taken a course in organic chemistry. The directions for practical 
work are accompanied by simple explanatory notes. 

Land DralnaiTO from Field to Sea.-— C. H. J. Clayton, M.B.E., 
A.M.I.M.E. (London : “Country Life,” Ltd., 1919, 6s. net). This 
work has been designed to convey in as popular and untechnical 
manner as possible some of the leading principles and items of practice 
which underlie the operations necessary to prevent the flooding and 
waterlogging of agricultural land. Although the' sub-title “From 
Field to Sea " suggests the course naturally followed by drainage water, 
the subject is dealt wdth in the inverse order, with the object of 
emphasising the prime necessity of improving and maintaining the main 
outfall channels. The book contains an introduction by Sir Ailwyn 
Fcllowes and a brief history of drainage legislation, and should appeal 
not only to agriculturists and landowners but to members of Drainage 
Boards, Commissioners of Sewers and County Drainage Committees. 

Botany for Afirrioultural Btudonto.— j ohn N. Martin (New York, 
John Wiley & Sons, Inc. : London, Chapman & Hall, Ltd., 12s. 6 d. net). 
The author, who is Professor of Botany in the Iowa State College of 
Agriculture, states that this book is intended for elementary courses in 
botany in colleges and universities. In its preparation the aim has been 
to present the fundamental principles of botany, with emphasis upon the 
practical application of these principles from the point of view of 
agriculture. The subject matter is presented in two parts. Part 1 . 
is devoted to the study of tlie structures and functions chiefly of 
flowering plants, and Part II. deals with the kinds of plants, relationships, 
evolution, heredity, and plant breeding. 

Physiology of Farm Animals (Part I. General), T. B. Wood, C.B.E., 
and F, H, A. Marshall (Cambridge : University Press, 1920, 165. net). 
Ihis first volume, which is by Dr. Marshall, is addressed primafily to 
Stud^ts of agriculture who may wish to obtain some knowledge of 
the simpler physiological processes as they occur in farm animals, but 
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it should be useful also to veterinary students. 'J'he animal organism 
is dealt with in successive chapters, commencing with tlic digestive 
organs and finisliing with tlie female generative organs and the mam- 
mary glands. The book contains numerous diagrams and illustrations. 
The second volume, by Prof. Wood, on the subject of animal nutrition, 
will be published shortly. 

Cattle and the Future of Beef Production in Engrland.— K. J. J. 

Mackenzie (London : ('ambridge University Press, 1919, 7.9. Gd. net). 
In this book the author makes a strong plea for agricultural reform. 
He drives home the lesson, taught by the War, of the folly of relying 
upon other countries for food that might be produced at home. He 
specially urges the need of co-operation among.st farmers, of the develop- 
ment of “ dual-purpose " cattle, and above all of .systematic research 
on the part of scientists into the many problems of modern agriculture. 
Iletailed de.scriptions of the principal breeds of cattle are given, while 
Dr. P"'. II. A. Maishall contributes a prefac.e and a chapter on tlie 
ph3^siological aspects of breeding. 

It may be recalled that a resume of a K(‘])ort on “ Ueef J’l eduction/' 
by Messrs. Mackenzie and Marsliall, «appcared in the issue of this 
Journal for September, 1918. It is hoped shortl}^ to publish the full 
Report in the form of a Journal ‘Supplement.' 

Commercial Poultry Farmingr : being a description of the King’s 
Langley Poultry Idirm. — T. W. Toov(‘y (London : Cro.sby Lockwood and 
Son, 1919, js, Gd. net). The pur|>ose of this book is to give a plain, 
unvarnished account of the s^^stcni of management and also, so far as 
possible, a detailed description of the plant of a large commercial poultry 
farm devoted to egg production. The system adopted is that known 
as the “ semi-intensive," and the number ol adult stock kept on the 
lann is 3,000 head, but the author states that it is not necessary that 
the operations should be so large, as the s^^stem is y)erfecth' suitable to 
a small farm. 

Tho World’s Meat Future: an account of the live stock position 
and meat prospects of all leading stock ccnintries of the world, with 
full list of freezing works — A. \\\ I'earse (l.ondon : C'onstable & Co., 
Ltd., 1920, 215. net). The author, who is editor of the Pastoral Review, 
deals in a coinprehensi\'e manner with the present position and future 
prospects of the meat industry. Principal attention is naturally 
devoted to tlie chief prcxlucing countries, Australasia, Argentina and 
the United States, but the author also examines the situation in the 
case of the smaller producers, especially those countries w here the 
industry offers possibilities of expansion. Numerous illustrations of 
typical animals are given. 

Report on Insect and Fungus Peete of Plante in 1918> Ministry of 
Agriculture and Fisheries, 3, St. James’s Square, London, S.W. i, 
price 6^f., post free. — The second of a new series of Annual Reports 
on the distribution of insect and fungus pests of plants in England 
and Wales has just been published by the Ministry. It has been 
chiefly compiled from the records contained in Monthly Reports 
sent in by qualified observers stationed in diflerent parts of the country^ 
and it forms a comprehensive survey of the distribution and economic 
importance of plant pests during the year 1918, The Report is some- 
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what technical in character and is intended primarily for scientific 
workers on plant diseases and perhaps even more for those who will 
be engaged in this wprk in future. In addition to notes on the most 
important pests the Report gives the records in tabular form, so facili- 
tating reference. For the convenience of readers weather charts have 
also been added. 

A Handbook on tho Law of AHotmento. — E. Lawrence Mitchell 
(London : The Cable Printing and Publishing Co., Ltd., 1920, 6s. net). 
This book sets out in a concise manner the duties and powers 
of local authorities with regard to the provision of allotments. It 
contains the Rules and Regulations of the Ministry of Agriculture 
and Fisheries, the l^ovisions of the Small Holdings and Allotments 
Act, 1908, the Land Settlement (Facilities) Act, 19x9, and the Acquisi- 
tion of I.and (Assessment of Compensation) Act, 1919, so far as these 
Acts relate to allotments. The book also contains an excellent index. 


MISCELLANEOUS NOTES. 

The Intef national Crop Report and Agricultural Statistics for January, 
1920, published by the International Institute of Agriculture, gives 
particulars concerning the production of the 
Kotes on Crop cereal crops of 1919 in the Northern Hemis- 

Prospects Abroad, phere. 

Wheat . — For a group of countries repre- 
senting about 60 per cent, of the world's yield, the production is estimated 
at 261,908,000 qr., or a decrease of 6*7 per cent, compared with 1918, 
the area sown being larger by i*6 per cent. 

" Rye . — In respect of countries representing about 10 per cent, of the 
world's yield the estimated production is placed at 24,689,000 qr. in 
1919, or an increase of I’y per cent, compared with 1918, the area sown 
showing an increase of 8' 2 per cent. 

Barley . — For a group of countries representing about 40 per cent, 
of the world's yield the production is estimated to amount to 68,087,000 
qr„ or a decrease of 20*4 per cent, compared with 1918, the area sown 
being smaller by i8’9 per cent. 

Oats . — For a group of countries representing about 50 per cent, 
of the world's yield the production is estimated at 227,868,000 qr., or 
a decrease of 13*6 per cent, compared with 1918, the area sown showing 
a decrease of 2*9 per cent. 

Maize . — For a group of countries representing about 75 per cent, 
of the world's yield the total production in 1919 is placed at 365,773*000 
qr.. or an increase of 15*2 per cent, compared with 1918, the area sown 
being smaller by 4*1 per cent. 

Sowing of Winter Ooroalo In tho Northom Homiophore. — ^The areas 
estimated to have been sown with winter com in 191 9-20, compared with 
the ateas sown during the corresponding period of 1918-19, ex- 
pressed as percentages, are as follows : — Wheat : Belgium 99, England 
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and Wales 98, Canada (area sown up to November) 109, United States 
77, Guatemala 10 1 ; rye\ Belgium 10 1, United States 76; barley: 
Belgium 102. 

Crops In the Southern Hemlepheret— The production of wheat in 
Australia in 1919-20 is estimated at 5,499,000 qr., against 10,102,000 
qr. in 1918-19, or a decrease of 45*6 per cent., while the arcsa sown with 
wheat in Argentina in 1919-20 is 11 *9 per cent, less than in the previous 
year. 

Pruesla. — According to the Prussian Statistical Bureau the average 
condition of the grain crops in Prussia at the beginning of December 
was as follows (2t=good, 3=:average, 4=poor) : — Wheat 3*2 (3*0, 2*6) ; 
spelt, 2*8 (2*6, 2*7) ; rye, 3-2 (2‘9, 2*4) ; and barley, 2*9 (2*7, 2*3). The 
condition at the beginning of November, IQ19, and December, 1918, 
respectively, is given in brackets. (BroomhalVs Corn Trade News, 
19th January, 1920.) 

Swedait. — H.M. Minister at Stockholm reports that the production 
of the principal crops in Sweden, in 1919, is officially estimated (final 
figures) as follow' s (1918 figures in brackets) ; — ^Autumn wheat, 

10.112.000 qr. (9,919,000 qr.) ; spring wdieat, 1,771,000 qr. (1,331,000 qr.) ; 
autumn rye, 25,836,000 qr. (22,088,000 qr.) ; spring rye, 1,075,000 qr. 
(999,000 qr.) ; barley, 15,763,000 qr. (14,000,000 qr.) ; oats, 78,534,000 qr. 
(59,348,000 qr.) ; potatoes, 20,792,000 tons (19,047,000 tons) ; sugar 
beet, 8,085,000 tons (7,992,000 tons) ; hay, 42,318,000 tons (27,170,000 
tons). The production of spring wheat and potatoes in 1919 is the 
largest on record. 

Frtinoa, — ^According to an estimate issued by the Ministry of Agri- 
culture, the condition of the crops on 1st January, 1920, was as follows 
(figures for January, 1919 and 1918, in brackets) : — Wheat, 68 (71 and- 

70) ; meslin, 69 (72 and 72) ; rye, 69 (73 and 72) ; barley, 68 (72 and 

71 ) ; and oats, 69 (72 and 70) . (80 = good, and 60 = fair.) The averages 

under the crops arc as follows: — Rye, 1,958,000 acres; winter oats, 

1.932.000 acres; winter barley, 346,000 acres; and meslin, 232,000 
acres. \BroomhaW s Corn Trade News, 9th February, 1920,) 

According to the issue of the Journal Officiel of 5th Februar5^ the area 
sown with maize in France in 1919 was 739.794 acres, compared with 
753,374 acres in 1918 and 1,126,567 acres in 1914, and the yield was 
299,040 tons, as against 247,907 tons in 1918 and 572,294 in 1914. The 
area under buckwheat was 744,514 acres in 1919. compared with 
768,81 2 acres in 1 91 8 and i ,i 1 6,6i 2 acres in 1 91 4, and the crop amounted 
to 267,531 tons in 1919. as against 224,780 tons in 1918 and 532,401 
tons in 1914. (London Grain, Seed and Oil Reporter, 9th February, 
1920.) 

India. — ^According to the first preliminary estimate, the area sown 
with wheat in India in 1919-20 is 27,429,000 acres, as compared with 

23.403.000 acres, the first forecast last year, 23,764,000 acres, the final 
return last year, and 35,497,000 acres, the total area sown in tlie 
season 1917-18. (London Grain, Seed and Oil Reported', 9th February, 
1920.) 

OniMdln,— The finally-revised official estimates of the production of 
the grain crops in Canada in 19^9 are as follows : — ^Wheat, 193,260,000 
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bush, compared with 189,075,000 bush, in 1918 ; and oats, 
394,387,000 bush, compared with 426,312,000 bush. {London 
Grain, Seed and Oil Reporter, 26th January, 1920.) 


The monthly crop report of the Ministry on 1st February was as 
follows :~The weather of January was mild but wet, and the rains 
hindered field work in all parts of the country. 

Agricultural In the w^est little cultivation was possible, 
Couditioufi in England except on the lightest lands, but in the 
and Wales east conditions were rather more favourable, 

on 1st February. and fairprogress was made, though heavy land 
was generally unfit to work.,, Cultivation is 
still fairly well forward for the time of year. Young crops have done 
well during the mild weather, though occasionally they have suffered 
from the wet on low-lying, heavy lands. Wheat is very promising, 
being regular and healthy, and oats are also satisfactory. Beans are 
a good plant, but are often backward. 

Ewes are healthy, but they are not in good condition as a rule ; 
they have generally suffered .somewhat owing to the scarcity of keep 
and the 'wet weather, and have frequently lost condition during January. 
Lambing prospects are, however, considered favourable. The fall of 
lambs among early flocks has been satisfactory, and the young lambs 
are healthy and doing well. 

The scarcity of winter keep is telling on other live stock also, and they 
are usually only in fair condition. Ihe mild weather, which has 
allowed cattle to be kept in the fields to a greater extent than usual, 
has helped to conserve the small stocks of fodder, bpt supplies are still 
short, though the po.sition in thi.s respect is relatively easier than a month 
ago. 

There is a sufficient supply of labour in practically all districts, but 
skilled men, more especially horsemen, cattlemen and hedge cutlers, 
are not always available. 


The following local summaries give details regarding agricultural 
labour in the different districts of England and Wales : — 

Northumberland, Durham, Cumberland, 
Ain^icnltnral Labour and Westmorland, — The supply of labour is 
in Eng^land and Wales generally equal to the demand, but skilled 
durinsf January. men are still required in some areas. 

Lancashire and Cheshire, — ^I'he supply of 
labour is on the whole about sufficient for requirements, though in 
some districts skilled men are scarce. 

Yorkshire, — ^The supply of labour is, as a rule, sufficient ; but horse- 
men, shepherds and cattlemen are in demand in some areas, and in 
one or two districts of the West Riding more casual labour is wanted. 

Shropshire and Stafford, — ^The supply of labour is, as a rule, sufficient, 
but skilled men are still dif&cult to obtain in some areas of both counties. 

Derby, Nottingham, Leicester, and Rutland, — ^The supply of casual 
and unskilled labour appears to be adequate, but there is still a shortage 
of skilled; men. 
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Lincoln' and Norfolk, — Tlie supply of labour is generally regarded as 
adequate and only in a few districts is complaint made of the shortage 
of skilled men. 

Suffolk, Cambridge, and Huntingdon. — Ihe supply of labour is almost 
everywhere equal to the demand, and sometimes plentiful, though 
occasionally there is a shortage of skilled men. 

Bedford, Northampton, and Warwick.-- dlie supply of ordinary 
labour is sufficient, but skilled men are scarce in most districts, 
cattlemen, horsemen and hedge* cutters being in demand. 

Buckingham , Oxford, and Berkshire,- As a rule there is a sufficient 
supply of labour, but good cattlemen are difficult to obtain in some 
districts. 

Worcester, Ihrcford, and Gloucester . — Labour is generally sufficient 
to meet present requirements, although in a few districts there is some 
flifficulty in obtaining skilled men. 

Cornwall, Devon, and Somerset. — I^ibour is now fairly plentiful, 
though there is still a demand for skilled men in most districts. 

Dorset, Wiltshire, and Hampshire. — ^The supply of labour seems to 
be fairly abundant now, but skilled men, such as liedgers, and to a lesser 
extent milkers, are still scarce. 

Surrey, Kent, and Sussex.— The supply of labour is generally sufficient, 
but in some districts skilled men, horsemen and cattlemen in particular, 
are in demand, 

/'\ex, Hertford, and Middlesex. — ^The vSupply of labour is sufficient 
to meet requirements, but skilled men are still needed in some parts 
of Essex and Middlesex. 

North Wales. — The supply of labour is, as a rule, sufficient, but 
skilled men, liorsemen and stockmen particularly, are still in demand. 

Mid Wales.— -'{he supply of labour is considered sufficient in most 
districts, although skilled men are scarce in a few districts. 

South Wales. — In some districts the supply of labour is sufficient for 
requirements, but in others there is a scarcity, especially of skilled men. 


Average Prices of British Wheat, Barley, and Oats at 
certain Markets during the Month of January, 1918, 
1919, and 1920. 
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5> 6 59 

0 

Lincoln 

71 2 

72 

4 

72 

8 

58 

10 

62 6 

108 

3 

1 52 

I 

SI 8| 57 

3 

Doncaster ... 

70 10 

72 

3 

71 

7 

58 

2 

61 4 

106 

4 

! 4 * 

0 

46 8 56 

5 

Salisbury 

1 

70110 

72 

3 

72 

I 

, 58 

9 

62 s 

96 

8 

i 

i 

4 

1 

49 2| 56 

8 
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pRicss OF Cork. 


fFEB^ 


Average Prices of Brituh Com Quarter qf 8 Imperial 
Bushels, computed from the Returns received under the Corn 
' Returns Act, 1882, in each Week in 1918, 1919 and 1920. 



lloTE, — Returns of purchases by weight or weighed meafure are converted to 
Imp erUl Bushels at the following rates : Wheat, & lb. *, Barley, 50 lb. ; Oats, 
' J^lb^'per Imperial Bushel. 

Note.— T he above prices are based on returns received from Inspectors during 
thr week named. They represent on the whole the avemge prices ruling in l^he 
p^^cedlng week. * 
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Average Prices of Provisions, Potatoes and Hay at 
certain Markets in England in January, 1920. 

{Compiled from Reports received from the Ministry's Market 

Reporters.) 



Bristol. 

Liverpool. 

London. 

Description. 

First 

Quality. 

Second 

Quality. 

First 1 Second 
Quality, j Quality. 

i 

P'irst 

Quality. 

Second 

Quality. 


5. d. 

5. d. 

5. d. 

5. d. 

5. d. 

5. d. 

Butter : — 

per 12 lb. 

per 12 lb. 

per 12 lb. 

per 12 lb. 

per 12 lb. 

per 12 lb. 

British 

— 

— 

— 

— 

— 


per cwl. 

per cwt. 

per cwt. 

per cwt. 

per cwt. 

per cwt. 

Irish Creamery— rre.sh 

— 

— 

— 

— 

— 

,, Factory 

— 

— 



— 

— 

— 

Imported (Controlled) 

259 0 

— 

259 0 

— 

259 0 

— 

Cheese — 

British — 

Cheddar 

163 6 




163 6 


Cheshire 

-- , 


120 11). 
T75 0 


120 11). 
175 0 



Canadian 

163 6 


|H.‘l cwt. 
163 6 


pel cwt. 
163 6 

— 

Bacon : — 







Irish (Green) 

205 6 

— 

205 6 

— 

205 6 

— 

Canadian (Green sides) 

192 0 

— 

192 0 


192 0 

— 

Hams 

Vork (Dried or 

Smoked) 







Irish (Dried or Smoked) 

— 

— 

— 

— 

— 1 

i — 

American (Green) 

(long cut) 

195 0 

— 

195 0 

— 

*95 0 

— 

BiGGs * — 

per 120. 

per 120. 

per 120. 

per 120. ' 

per 120, 

per 120 

British ' ... 

— 

— 

— 

— 1 

1 5° 0 

-r* 

Irish 

— 

— 

50 0 

— 

50 0 

49 0 

American 

39 0 

— 

39 I 

1 

37 10 

40 0 1 

1 

38 0 

Potatoes 

per ton. 

per ton. 

per ton. 

per ton. 

pel ton. 

per ton. 

Arran Chief 

250 0 

220 0 

243 6 


260 0 

247 6 

Edward VII.... 

290 0 

268 6 

280 0 

268 6 

275 0 

262 6 

Other Late Varieties... 

282 6 

257 6 

206 6 

186 6 

260 0 ! 

245 0 

Hay 







^ Clover 


— 


..... 

312 6 

286 0 

,7 Meadow 

i 

— 

! 

— 

306 0 

282 6 
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Average Prices of Dead Meat at certain Markets in 
England in January, 1920. 


(Compiled from Reports received from the Ministry's Market 

Reporters.) 


Description. 

Quality. 

Birming- 

ham. 

Leeds. 

London. 

Man- 

chester. 



1 

i per cwt. 

per cwt. 

per cwt. 

per cwt. 

Beef 


; 5. d. 

s. d. 

5 . d. 

s. d. 

English 

1 st 

' 140 0 

140 0 

140 0 

140 0 


2nd 

: 140 0 

140 0 

140 0 

140 0 

Cow and Bull 

1st 

i 140 0 

140 0 

140 0 

140 0 


2nd 

1 140 0 

140 0 

121 6 

121 6 

Irish : Port Killed 

1st 

1 140 0 

— 

140 0 

— 


2nd 

; 140 0 

.... 

140 0 


Argentine Frozen — 






Hind Quarters 

1st 

126 0 

1 126 0 

126 0 

126 0 

Fore ,, 

1st 

98 0 

98 0 

98 0 

98 0 

Australian Frozen — 






Hind Quarters 

1st 

‘ 126 0 

126 0 

126 0 

126 0 

Pore ,, 

1st 

98 0 

98 0 

98 0 

98 0 

New Zealand Frozen — 






Hitid Quarters 

1st 

— 


126 0 


Fore „ 

isl 

— 


98 0 

— 

Veal 






British 

1st 

98 0 

98 0 

98 0 

98 0 


2lid 


98 0 

98 0 

98 0 

Mutton 


1 

1 



Scotch 

1st 

j 147 0 

147 0 

147 0 

147 0 


2nd 

147 0 

147 0 1 

147 0 

147 0 

English 

i l^t 

r 147 ^ 

147 0 1 

! 147 0 i 

147 0 


I 2iul 

! 147 0 

147 0 

147 0 1 

147 0 

Irish : I\irt Killed 

j I^t ! 

! 

— 

— 1 

— 


' 2nd 

— 

— 

1 

— 

Argentine Frozen 

' 1st 

98 0 

98 0 

98 0 

98 0 

New Zealand ,, 

Isl 

— 

— 

98 0 

98 0 

Australian ,, 

i 

98 0 

98 0 

98 0 

98 0 

Lam k : — 






British 

1st 


— 

— 

— 


2nd 


— 

— 

— 

New Zealand 

i 1st 

1 9S 0 

— 

98 0 

98 0 

Australian ... 

i i.sl 1 

1 — 

98 0 

98 0 

98 0 

Argentine 

1st 

98 0 ! 

98 0 

98 0 

_ 

Pork : — 

1 





British 

i 

— 

— 

163 6 

— 


; 2 nd 

— 

— - 

— 


Frozen 

1 .M 

133 0 

133 0 

133 0 
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Diseases ow Akimais. 


[FEB^.; 


DISEASES OF ANIMALS ACTS 1894 to 1914. 


Numbbk of Outbreaks, and of Animals Attacked or Slaughtered. 
GREAT BRITAIN. 

(From the Returns of the Ministry of Agriculture and Fisheries,) 


Disease. 

January. 

1920. 1 19 * 9 - 

Anthrax : — 

Outbreaks 

Animals attacked 

1 

43 ! 23 

48 ( 24 

Foot-and-Mottth Dieease:— 

Outbreaks 

Animals slaughtered as diseased 
or exposed to infection ... 

1,277 i 744 

Glanders (including Farcy) : — 

Outbreaks 

Animals attacked 

1 

3 i - 

61 — 

Parasitic Mange 

Outbreaks 

Animals attacked 

837 1 868 

1.582 _ i_ _ ^ 88 s_ 

Rabies 

Number of cases 

,, „ Dogs affected ... 

,, „ other animals 

affected 

2 16 

2 ! 15 

I 

— / 1 

Sheep-scab 

Outbreaks 

140 103 

Swine Fever: — 

Outbreaks 

Swine slaughtered as diseased 
or exposed to infection ... 

223 I 89 

i 

82 ! 34 


IRELAND. 

(From the Returns of the Department of Agriculture and Technical 
Instruction for Ireland,) 


Disease. 

January. j 

1920. 

1919. 

Anthrax : ~ 

Outbre iks 

Animals attacked 

— 

1 

2 

Glanders (including Farcy) ; — 

Outbreaks 

Animals attacked 

z 

Parasitic Mange t-- 



Outbreaks 

21 

11 

Sheqp-scab : 



Outbreaks 

51 

71 

Swine Fever:— 



Outbreaks 

1 

5 

Swine slaughtered as diseased 



or exposed to infection- 

4 

13 
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Th« WMttiw In Cnghuid during January. 



Temperature. 

Rainfall. 

Bright 

Sunshine. 

District. 

i 

OJ 

a . 

0 4J 



£ . 

0 

S’.s 

" 1 

a - 


s 

. * ^ 

Amount. 

^ 2 

*4-1 

0 .£ 

w 

vt 


*3 




Diff 

Av 


‘rt 

a 



“F. 

"F. 

In. 

Mm.* 

Mm.* 


lloura. 

Hours, 

Week ending 3rd Jan. : 

38*1 








England, N.E. 

— 0*1 

075 

19 

+ 7 

4 

i-o 

— o-l 

England, E 

40*2 

+21 

0*79 

20 

4- 8 

5 

10 

-0-2 

Midland Counties ... 

39‘5 

-f 1-6 

0*82 

21 

+ 6 

5 

0-8 

-0*3 

England, S.E. 

417 

+ 1-8 

1*21 

3J 

-fi6 

6 

0*9 

-0*4 

England, N.W, ... 

400 

-l-O'i 

0-91 

23 

-f 4 

5 

1*1 

4-0-1 

England, S.W. 

41-4 

4-0-9 

2*02 

51 

+26 

7 

0-9 

-0-4 

English Channel ... 

46-0 

+0-9 

2-01 

51 

4-30 

7 

IX 

-0-7 

Week ending loth Jan,: 





+ 4 




England, N.E. 

37-4 

-o-s 

0-66 

17 

4 

1*5 

+0-4 

England, E 

37*4 

-0-3 

0*55 

14 

-h I 

3 

1-8 

+0-4 

Midland Counties ... 

37*4 

—O' 3 

0-99 

25 

+ 10 

4 

1*3 

4-0-2 

England, S.E. 

383 

-V 2 

0-93 

24 

+ 10 

4 

1-8 

+0*3 

England, N.W. ... 

3«-6 

-07 

I *01 

26 

+ 7 

4 

07 

-0*4 

England, S.W. 

39-3 

-1-9 

1-70 

43 

+20 

4 

2-2 

+07 

English Channel ... 

43*0 

-1-8 

0*68 

17 

- 3 

4 

2*4 

4-0-6 

Week ending lyih Jan,: 
England, N.E, 

43*5 

+ 5'7 

0*39 

,0 

00 

4 

1*7 

4-0-6 

England, E 

45*3 

:+8-i 

0-50 

13 

+ 3 

5 

10 

~o-6 

Midland Counties ... 

46*0 

. +9'0 

0-44 

II 

0*0 

5 

1*4 

: 4-0*1 

England, S.E. 

46-9 

:+8i 

0*67 

«7 

+ 5 

5 

09 i 

i —0-7 

England, N.W. ... 

44*7 

'+5-7 

072 

18 

+ 3 

5 

1*4 ; 

1 +0-2 

England, S.W. 

46-9 

+64 

; 116 

1 29 

+ 10 

6 

0-9 1 

-0-7 

English Channel ... 

48*0 


I-I5 

! 29 ' 

+11 

6 

1*0 

i —0-9 

Week ending 24th Jan,, 








1 

England, N.E. 

42 2 

, +3'9 

0*40 

i 10 

1 + 2 

5 

I 2-0 . 

' +0*5 

England, E 

42*4 

+3'7 

0-29 

1 7 

i — 2 : 

4 

1 ^ ' 

—0*1 

Midland Counties .. 

43*3 

+S'4 

0-24 

1 6 

I — 4 ! 

5 

1*3 ; 

-0*1 ; 

England, S.E. 

43'^ 

i +4'S 

022 

! 6 


5 

1 1*4 ; 

— 0-2 

England, N.W. ... 

43*7 

+4'i 

1 093 

i 24 

! + 8 ! 

5 

! 1-6 i 

+0*3 

England, S.W. 

45*2 

' +4'i 

1 0*36 

i 9 

1 — 9 

5 

! 1 7 i 

4-0-2 

English Channel ... 

46*5 

+23 

! 0*39 

! 10 

t — 4 i 

5 

1 2*3 1 

1 

' +0*3 

Week ending 3 isi Jan, : 


1 ! 


1 

1 




1 

England, N.E. 

397 

+1'* 

0-86 

22 

+ 13 : 

6 

2‘5 

1 4.0-8 

England, E 

Midland Counties ... 

; 41*3 
: 41*1 

' +3*0 
i +2'7 

0*82 

1*47 

21 

37 

+ 12 : 

+ 25 

5 

6 

I 2-4 
> 2*5 

i +0*3 
i +0*9 

England, S.E. 

43*3 

i +3'7 

1*30 

33 

4-21 

6 

2*6 

i 4.0-7 

England, N.W. ... 

41*5 

+1-8 

1*24 

32 

+ 14 

6 

; **7 

; 0-0 

England, S.W. 

43’S 

+*■5 

1*99 ! 

SO 

+29 

7 

1 2*1 

1 4 - 0*3 

English Channel ... ' 

1 45*8 

+1-6 

1*42 ! 

36 

+20 

6 

j 1*9 

1 

i -0-4 


• I inch = tS'4 millimetres. 
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NOTES. 

Two important announcements in regard to the prices of 
wheat harvested in 1920 and in 1921 have been made by the 
Government. 

««•••• 

The Prime Minister, in the House of Commons, on the 
I2th March, said : — 

“ In order to remove the anxiety which 
expressed by farmers with 
regard to the price of the 1920 wheat 
crop, the Government has decided that, so long as w^heat is 
still controlled and thereby deprived of a free market, the 
controlled price of home-grown wheat of sound milling quality, 
harvested in 1920, shall be the monthly average (c.i.f.) price of 
imported wheat of similar or comparable quality, provided 
that the price so paid to the home grower shall not exceed 
95s. per qr. of 504 lb.” 

With regard to the price for the 1921 crop, the following 
annoimcement has been approved by the C abinet : — 

” It is hoped that before the Autumn 
^Wheat^Cro^^^^ importation and control of 

the price of wheat by the Government will 
have ceased, and that fanners will secuie the benefit of a free 
market at world's prices. 

So long as wheat is still controlled, and thereby deprived of 
a free market, the controlled price of home-grown wheat of 
sound milling quality, harvested in 1921, will be the average 
(c.i.f.) price for the twelve months ending 31st August, 1921, 
of imported wheat of similar or comparable quality, provided 
that* the price so paid to the home grower shall not exceed 100 s. 
per qr. of 504 lb.'' 

4 H 


(fist). Wt aia7— 16a. ta,5oo. S/ao. J, T. S., Lid 
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Decontrol of Pigs and Meat. 


[mar., 


Decontrol of Figs. 


The Cabinet has come to two other decisions with regard 
to the control of agricultural produce. The great decline 
in the pig population of the United 
Kingdom, which has been one of the 
imfortunate results of control of both market and price, is 
a matter of national concern. It has not only injured the 
agricultural industry but has made the consiuner increasingly 
dependent upon imported bacon, which is not agreeable to 
his taste. With a view, therefore, to stimulating the breeding 
of pigs, and a supply of fresh pork and bacon for the British 
consumer, the Cabinet has decided that home-grown pigs and 
pig products shall be decontrolled from 3isf March. 


The Government had also been prepared to decontrol all 
other home-grown meat on ist February, and has been 
strongly urged in this direction by the 

Decontrol of Home- ^^tational !• ai mers’ Union, the Royal 
grown iKLostt. 

Agricultural Society, and other respon- 
sible bodies representing the English and Welsh farmers. 
Vehement objection, however, in the removal of control was 
taken by the Scottish and Irish farmers, and, although the 
Cabinet was of the opinion that decontrol would have operated 
to the advantage of both producer and consumer, it was felt 
that it would be better to forego that advantage, rather than 
to give any excuse tor a charge of breach of faith which might 
shake the confidence of the agricultural community in the 
undertakings of the Government. The existing control of 
home-grown meat will therefore continue until 4th July, when 
a free market will be restored. 


Tractor and Hoi'se 
Schemes. 


Soon after the Armistice it was decided to bring the Ciovern- 
ment Tractor and Horse Schemes to an end. It was realised, 
however, that the transition from public 
to private ownership could only be 
effected gradually. The Government 
necessarily had to execute the contiacts in hand and provide 
for those farmers who were relying upon State assistance for 
the coming year. Consequently, only a few tractors and 
horses were sold before the completion of the 1919 spring 
cultivations, a sufficient force of tractors and horses being 
retained to assist those farmers who would otherwise have been 
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Village Life. 
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unable to carry out the work until the harvest was gathered. 
One or two counties had nearly a full complement of tractors 
for the whole period ; some were able to dispense with any 
further help after the spring cultivations ; others retained 
horse‘s and dispensed with tractors. 

The process of liquidation has thus been drawn out for more 
than a year, but is now practically completed. All horses 
have been sold, and only a few tractors and implements remain 
on hand for disposal. All tractors worth repairing were put 
in running order before the sales, vrhich were held in the 
localities where they had been working. Horses were carefully 
vetted '' before being sold. The interval between the use of 
tractors and horses under the (jovernment Scheme and their 
use in private ownership was thereby made as short as possible. 
That thest' measures were successful is shown by two facts : — 
(1) high prices were realised at the Government sales — in some 
cases more than the original cost ; and - j) there was an almost 
entire absence of complaints, although it was anticipated that 
a certain amount of hardship m individual cases would result 
when th** Government Schemes came to an end. 


Under the Ministry of Agriculture and Fisheries Act, 1919, 
the C ounty Agricultiual Committee-^ which are to be formed 
arc charged with the duty of making 
County Agricultural ^xiq\i inquiries as appear to them to be 

Village Life desirable with a view to formulating 
schemes for the development of rural 
industries and social life in rural places, and for the co-ordina- 
tion of action by local authorities and other bodies by which 
such development may be affected.” The ( ommittees are 


enjoined to report the result of such inquiries to the Ministry 
and to any local authority or body concerned, and the expenses 
incurred by the Committee under this sub section, to such 


amount as may be sanctioiK'd by the Mini^^try with the approval 
of the Treasury, .shall be defrayed b\^ the Ministry.” 


These C' ommittees are thus given an important duly to per- 
form, and if they address themselves to it with ardour and 
determination, they will do a great deal towards brightening 
and enriching village life. Apart from the starting of new 
rural industries in suitable localities, efforts are called for to 
induce manufacturers, whose goods can be made in the homes 
of cottagers, to open branches of their factories in rural areas. 

4 H 2 
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Wart Disease. 


[MAR., 


In Dorset and Somerset there is a great deal of net braiding 
and gloving in cottage homes, and probably other manufac- 
turers could get work done quite reliably by taking it to the 
people, instead of bringing people from rural districts to work 
in large and already congested areas of population. It is 
not, of course, suggested that competitive forms of labour are 
required in the country ; occupations are sought which may 
afford emplo37ment to the women and yoimg girls. Experience 
has shown that if the latter migrate to the towns, the youths 
follow. If, therefore, employment can be foimd for the girls, 
something will be done towards checking the movement from 
field to factory which has, of late years, been so unfortunate 
a feature of our national life. 


There is still a certain amount of criticism made as to the 
measures being taken to check the spread of Wart Disease. 

In these circumstances it is well that the 
official attitude should be understood. 


Wart Disease. 


In the first place, it is important that clean parts of the 
country should be protected from infection. Were they to 
become badly infected, the existence of immune varieties 
would still suffice to save the potato-growing industry carried 
on there, but an immediate stop would be put to the cultivation 
of those varieties eminently suitable to local conditions. 
For example, in the Fen country, the “ King Edward ” and 
“ Evergood,” both unfortunately susceptible to Wart Disease, 
grow better than any others. Moreover, there is a very large 
demand for them all over England, with the exception of 
certain districts in the Ridings of Yorkshire and in the South- 
Western counties. Even in these districts, in which there is 
no marked local demand, large quantities of “ King Edward ” 
are grown to meet the demand elsewhere. 

The Ministry has come to the conclusion that the main cause 
of the spread of Wart Disease is the planting in clean areas of 
susceptible varieties of potatoes obtained from infected or 
suspicious districts. Their policy has, therefore, been not 
only to make it illegal to use as seed for clean land potatoes 
which have been grown on infected land, but also to limit 
the cultivation of potatoes on infected land to immime varieties. 
The latter regulation has certainly prevented the wide dis- 
tribution of disease that would have been entailed by the 
conunon practice of using ware potatoes as seed, but it has 
also involved some hardship on the grower for market by 
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preventing the cultivation of certain susceptible varieties 
which in his opinion are best suited to his land and to his 
markets. 

Were the planting of susceptible varieties in infected and 
suspicious districts to be allowed, the free distribution of the 
crop for any purpose would involve a grave manace to clean 
areas, and distribution would have to be restricted to markets 
in districts already infected. This interference with the trade 
in ware potatoes might inflict more hardships upon growers 
in infected districts and cause more discontent among con- 
sumers than does the present policy. 

No alteration of the Regulations is contemplated during the 
forthcoming season, but the Technical Advisers of the Ministry 
are giving full consideration to the question of the possibility 
of any alternative polic}', which might, without introducing 
other hardships, dispense with those at present entailed, and 
so be acceptable to the potato industry generally. 


The total area of land acquired to date by the Ministry 
for Farm Settlements for ex-Service men is 25,693 acres, 
« o ++1 ♦ comprising 15 different properties. Vacant 

possession of the land will be obtained as 
follows -Already obtained, 14,480 acres ; by Michaelmas. 
1921, 6,348 acres ; subsequently, 4,865 acres. 

On the profit-sharing settlement at Patrington, which was 
the first estate acquired, 63 ex-Service men are now employed, 
37 of whom have completed their 6 months’ probationary 
period, and are, therefore, entitled to .share in the profits on the 
farming operations. The development of the small holding 
settlement at Holbeach is also in an advanced stage, as 75 
small holdings have already been let to ex-Service men, and a 
further 7 men are working on probation on the central farm. 
The small holders on this settlement have formed a co-operative 
society afiftliated to the Agricultural Organisation Society. 
Although possession of the estate at Titchfield was obtained 
only on 29th September last, there are now 78 ex-Service men 
with small holdings, and 38 others employed on the central 
farm or on the estate w'ork. The principal crop at this settle- 
ment is strawberries, as the estate is situated in the strawberry- 
growing district of Hampshire. A Co-operative Society has 
just been formed. 
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The settlements at Bosbury and Wantage are being specially 
set apart for ex-officers. At the former, there are at present 
7 ex-officers with small holdings and 2 employed on the central 
farm, and at the latter 8 ex-officers working on the profit-sharing 
farm. At Wantage, 12 ex-land army women are also working 
on probation. The Ministry is endeavouring to increase the 
number of openings available for women who have served in 
the forces or have been engaged on agricultural work dtiring 
the War, and it is hoped to take a small number of women at 
each of the settlements. 

A fine agricultural estate at Sutton Bridge (Lines) has 
been purchased from the governors of Guy’s Hospital. It 
covers 6,542 acres, practically arable land, ‘ alluvial in 
character, and of a most fertile nature, eminently suitable for 
intensive cultivation and capable of producing heavy crops of 
potatoes, fruit, and other market -garden products. It is 
ripe for closer settlement and offers a unique opportunity for 
the development of small holdings on co-operative lines. No 
ex-Service men have yet been settled on this estate, as vacant 
possession of the first portion of the land will not be obtained 
until April next. 

The Ministry has also purchased an estate at Wainfleet 
(Lines) comprising 1,778 acres. It will provide about 30 
small holdings of from 30 to 40 acres in extent suitable for 
mixed farming, the Ministry retaining a portion of the land for 
a central farm. About 250 acres of the estate will come into 
hand at Lady Day next, and the remainder at Michaelmas. 

The total number of ex-Service men who have been received 
at the settlement is 536, of whom 84 have left for reasons of 
iU-health, etc., leaving 452 at the settlements at present. This 
number is made up of 271 settlers, 107 probationers, and 74 
other ex-Service men working as wage-earners. The settlers 
consist of 200 men provided with small holdings, and 71 men 
on profit-sharing farms who have completed their six months’ 
probationary period. The small holdings provided comprise 
in all 1,971 acres. In addition, 12 ex-land army women have 
been settled at the Wantage Farm Settlement which is devoted 
to dairying, and i at the Pembrey Farm Settlement in South 
Wales. 

Progress with the development of all settlements has been 
greatly hindered by difficulties of housing acconunodation. 
The estates when purchased are equipped only with the number 
of houses and cottages necessary for extensive ffirming, and 



1920.] 


Soiling Experiment. 


1159 


many of them are in a bad state of repair. In addition to new 
cottages, considerable repairs and alterations to existing 
buildings have been necessary. In several instances army huts 
have been erected and used as hostels until other accommodation 
is available. At each of the settlements at Amesbury and 
Rolleston 2 army huts have' been erected as bungalows for 
married men and their families. Thirty-six and 56 new 
cottages have been completed by the Ministry at Patrington 
and Holbeach respectively, and are now occupied by settlers 
and their families. Sixteen cottages are in course of erection 
at Pembrey, 14 at RoUeston, and 25 at Amesbury. At 
Amesbury, 9 new cottages are now nearly ready for occupation. 


lixPERiMENTS on the soiling of milch cows have been carried 
out at the Harper Adams Agricultural College since 1915. 

The first experiment was designed to test 
the possibilities of producing the green 

Soiling Speriment. supplied by grass 

during the summer months. The results 
may be said to have shown that, with a proper rotation and 
suitable succession of crops, arable land possesses a great 
advantage over even the richest grass in abilit}^ to maintain 
a large head of stock per acre. This investigation has been 
continued with a view to testing the possibility of maintaining 
dairy cows entirely on arable land throughout the year. It is 
a method which is little practised in Kritish farming, but the 
results have proved the complete success of the sj^tem, for 
winter as well as for summei fodder. 

The result of the whole series of experiments shows that 
milk production on arable land can be practised with success 
and with every prospect of profits equivalent to those obtained 
in other systems of farming. Cost of labour per gallon of milk 
is not greater with the soiling system than with other methods 
of farming. Much labour usually employed in ordinal y 
farming is dispiensed with ; the crops arc cheap to grow, and 
can be fed without chaffing or pulping ; in addition, the system 
lends itself to a more perfected organisation than is possible 
in the usual method of farming. 

The plan of working was as follows. A field of the lightest 
sandy soil was sown as early as possible with a mixture of 
peas and oats to provide hay for the winter months. For 
the production of green fodder a field was set apart and divided 
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into eight plots, each plot producing forage to supply lo cows 
14 to 21 days. Such an arrangement provided a continuous 
supply of fresh green fodder throughout the summer. Five 
of the eight plots were ploughed up and planted with cabbage 
immediately the first crops were olf the ground, that is to 
say, at intervals from May to September, the remaining three 
plots being sown with mixtures in the autumn to provide the 
first crops for the following year. 'Ihe soiling succession of 
crops on the eight plots was mixtures of the following ; — 
(i) giant rye, winter vetches ; (2) giant rye, field peas ; (3) 
winter oats, winter barley, winter vetches ; (4) wheat, winter 
vetches ; (5) oats, field peas ; (6) barley, field peas, vetches, 
field beans, oats ; (7) oats, field peas ; and (8) make. 

During the summer period the green fodder crops were fed 
to the cows, with the addition of pea and oat hay ; the second 
crops, viz., cabbages, were fed from October to February, in 
conjunction with pea and oat hay, and, finally, mangolds and 
pea and oat hay were used from February to May. 

The cows kept in good condition on the food, and gave 
high yields of milk when consuming only 70 lb. of fodder per 
head per day, while it was found that, in the case of certain 
crops, they would cat a much as 120 lb. per day. From 80 lb. 
to 90 lb. seems to be all that is actually required under ordinary 
circumstances. When fodder is abundant it is advisable to 
give the cows all they will eat. 

As regards yields of milk, in the summer of 1917 499 gal. 
were obtained per acre, as against 198 gal. from similar land 
in grass. In 1918 13 cows kept on the system throughout 
the year consumed the produce of 15J acres, including 7 acres 
of pea and oat hay and i acre of mangolds. Cake and meal 
at the rate of 4 lb. per head per day were supplied in addi- 
tion. The yield of milk per cow during the year worked out 
at 625 gal., and 548 gal. per acre for the land involved. 

The experiments appear to show that a succession of fodder 
crops can be grown on arable land, w^hich will maintain milch 
cows in perfect health and profit throughout the year without 
the emplojTnent of any grass land whatever. 

Cows kept on the soiling S3«tem without any grazing and 
with the minimum of exercise, milk well and keep in good con- 
dition, The calves produced are healthy and grow well. 

It also appears that land under forage crops practically 
cleans itself of weeds and can be successfully farmed without 
the rotation system. The soiling system is financially sound. 
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and can be generally recommended in suitable districts, espec- 
ially in regions with a high rainfall where cereal growing is 
risky. 

By adopting the soiling system it is possible to increase 
production over what can be obtained from the established 
four-course rotation, the latter being most profitable with 
medium rather than high farming. The soiling system i ncreases 
production, and at the same time lowers costs per unit of pro- 
duce. The success of these experiments suggests a new stan- 
dard in farming, the ultimate possibilities of whi( 4 i cannot be 
gauged. 

Arable land dairying offers a hopeful opportimity for an 
immediate increase in the output of British agriculture, as well 
as the profitable employment of capital, the regeneration of 
the countryside, and the home production of essential human 
food. 

During the War women who volunteered for service on the 
land to help in the emergency, and wished after the War to 
1 . j farm on their own account, were promised 
**bj*WVmMr** special facilities. In pursuance of this 
promise the Women’s Branch of the 
Ministry and County C ommittees in charge of the Land Army 
considered the establishment of a number of farms to be run by 
women as a preliminary to successful land settlement. Financial 
difficulties delayed the scheme for some time, but it was finally 
decided that the Women’s Branch and the Wbmen’s Committees 
might take over the working of certain derelict faims if they 
were prepared to do so. These farms had been taken from 
their tenants by the County Executive Committees imder the 
Defence of the Realm Regulations, and were, therefore, some 
of the worst cultivated in their respective counties. In spite 
of these difficulties the women undertook the work, and the 
following farms were taken over : — 

(a) Moor House Farm Scruton, Yorkshire. (140 acres.) 

(b) Creech Barrow Farm, Somerset. (10 acres, all grass.) 

(c) drove Farm, Newport. Mon. (150 acres.) 

(d) Great Bidlake, Devon. (134 acres.)* 

(e) Common Farm, Church Hill, W^orce-stershire. (161 

acres.) 

Of these only the Somerset and Devon farms were not dere- 
lict. The management of each farm was entrusted either to the 

•An article on the cultivation of this farm was published in this Journal. 
October, 19x8, p. 834. 
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County Agricultural Executive CoinmittM, the Women’s 
Committee, or a Farm Committee consisting of women and 
local farmers with (in some cases) a neighbouring farmer as 
supervisor, and a working forewoman. 

Neglected land under divided control was bound to possess 
disadvantages of the worst kind, and on much that was taken 
over there could have been no possible question of profit- 
making. The results are very interesting. On the Yorkshire 
farm in less than a year the War Agricultural Executive Com- 
mittee reported to the Ministry that great improvement in the 
cultivation of the land had been effected, and that it was now 
in a fit slate to be re-let ; there was no loss on the working. 
On the small farm in Somerset, a loan of ^250 was repaid with 
interest and a profit of £ 1 $ made in ten months. The land at 
Newport was in a starved and dirty condition, houses and drain- 
age were in a very unsatisfactory state, and there was a con- 
siderable loss on the working, but the Executive Officer reported 
that the condition of the land had been improved. The Devon 
faim was held for two years most successfully, and Professor 
White, who inspected the farm, reported to the Ministrj' that 
the condition of the crops and the farm as a whole reflected 
great credit on the management, and that the farmyard was 
one of the best he had seen in the summer of his visit. The 
farm in Worcester, taken over in 1918, is still in hand. 

It will be seen from this brief summary of« results that the 
experiment of putting farms under the control of women 
workers has been very largely successful, and has demonstrated 
the ability of women who have had no previous training, but 
are full of the desire to become farmers, to oveicome obstacles 
that must fairly be regarded as rather out of the common. 


A CORRESPONDENT recently wrote to the Ministry to ask 
why it was considered necessary for the Government to give 
iwr-iv Tj A- financial support to milk recording 
SodStiM societies. Doubtless there are many 
people who have considered the question, 
and it may be of interest to set out the very simple 
reasons. The principle of keeping milk records of cows is 
one that every da’ry farmer should follow in his own 
interest, but the work has not been done systematically 
or scientifically to any great extent in this country, and 
it is very unlikely that it would ever have been taken up 
had not the Govermnent decided to give dairy farmers 
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advice and encouragement in the interests of national milk 
production. In order to secure increased milk production 
it is very desirable to eliminate the bad milker, and the best 
way to secmre this end is to keep a careful record of the yield 
of every cow in the herd. In this connection it may be stated 
that the yield of milk of a cow cannot be determined by the 
size of the animal’s udder, as is so commonly believed by 
farmers. The well-bagged cow is sometimes a poor milker. 
Inasmuch as the Government wish to encourage increased 
milk production in the national interest, the expenditure of 
public money spent for this purpose is justified. Although 
the Milk Recording Scheme has only been in operation for a 
few years, there is every reason to believe that the value of 
it is appreciated in many districts, and that many new 
societies are likely to be formed at an early date. It may 
well be that when farmers have proved that financial benefit does 
accrue from keeping milk records, they will be ready to carry on 
with less financial assistance than they now receive. Those 
who have seen a milk recording certificate will doubtless have 
noticed that it certifies (a) that the records were kept under the 
supervision of a milk recording society; (l>) that they were 
subject to inspection without notification by an approved 
recorder; and (c) that they showed that the yield of milk 
amoimted to so many pounds during the year. Every pre- 
caution has been taken to secure absolute accuracy for the 
information given on the certificate, but the Ministry cannot 
give guarantees, and does not wish to render itself liable 
for pa3anent of compensation to which the purchaser of a certi- 
ficated cow might think himself entitled if the cow was not up 
to the standard expected. The Ministry, therefore, safeguards 
itself by issuing a statement in the “ Register of Dairy 
Cows ’’ that it accepts no responsibility for any inaccuracy. 
At the same time, needless to say, there is very little room 
left for inaccuracies to creep in. 

The following note has been communicated to the Ministry 
by Captain J. A. Symon, D.S.O., M.A., B.Sc. : — 

The Somerset County Council have now 

A iBBtitetfl taken possession on leasehold tenure of 
the old mansion house and gardens known 
as Cannington Court, Cannington, some 3 miles from 
Bridgwater, for the purpose of establishing a Farm Institute. 
They have also acquired a lease of the adjoining Court 
Farm of upwards of 178 acres, one-half being arable. 
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From an historical point of view the present buildings are 
extremely interesting. Founded about the middle of the 12th 
century they were used for some centmries, until the dissolu- 
tion of the monasteries, as a Benedictine Nunnery. Afterwards 
they passed into the hands of the Roger family, but at the time 
of Charles II. the estate reverted to the Crown on account of 
there being no male issue. It then came into possession of 
the Clifford family, and for nearly a century and a half was 
used as the family residence of Lord Clifford. In the 19th 
century the buildings were again used as a nunnery and 
afterwards as an industrial school for Catholic boys. 

On the completion of certain alterations there will be resi- 
dential accommodation for the staff, and for 20* male and 10 
female students, as well as suitable class rooms, laboratories, 
a large dairy, and a carpenter’s and blacksmith’s shop. 

The courses of instruction are as follows : — ^The normal 
course for male students will extend over two winter terms of 
about 14 weeks each, and will comprise instruction in such 
subjects as agriculture, agricultural and veterinary science, 
farm accoimts, surveying and horticulture. Part of each day 
will be devoted to practical work on the farm and in the 
gardens and workshops. A third or summer term will be 
provided for such male students as desire to complete a year's 
training on the farm. 

The usual course for female students will • extend over one 
term of 14 weeks. Instruction will be provided in dairying 
(including cheese- and butter-making), domestic science and 
poultry-keeping. A senior course will be provided for such 
students as desire to remain for an additional term. 

For county students the fee will be £i per week, this sum 
covering payment for board and lodging and instruction. 
Students from other counties will be admitted, provided there 
are vacancies, at a fee of £i xos. per week. A certain number 
of free places will be open to county students. 

The object of the instruction given at the Institute will be 
primarily to prepare young men and women for the daily 
routine work on the farm or in the farm household. With 
this end in view theoretical instruction will be co-ordinated 
with the practical work of the farm. Thus in book-keeping 
actual farm figures and accounts will be utilised. The manage 
ment of the different crops and stock kept on the farm, the 
carrying out of experiments, the actual handling of labour 
and the care and management of the gardens and orchards, 
will all form the foundation of the theoretical instruction pro- 




Cannington Court, near Bridg^vate^, leased by the Somerset County Council 
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vided in the class room. Ih the case of female students instruc- 
tion will be confined to plain cooking and laimdry, to the making 
of the common varieties of cheese in the county, and the keeping 
of poultry on either up-to-date farmyard principles or on the 
colony system. Promising students who intend taking ex- 
tended courses of instruction at universities or agricultural 
colleges will be encouraged by scholarships to do so. Continuity 
will in all cases be aimed at. Thus the Institute will work hand 
in hand with the rural science schools and the rural evening 
classes on the one hand, and the university or agricultural 
colleges on the other. 

It is expected that the Institute will be in full working order 
by the spring of 1921. In the meantime the buildings and 
gardens are being utilised as a training centre for ex-Service 
men in horticulture and poultry-keeping. 


Increasing interest is being taken by farmers and commercial 
fruit and vegetable growers in science as applied to cultivation. 

Plant H 'ene established societies — content 

7*1 ne. with their practical knowledge of 

crop cultivation — and newly formed societies — anxious to 
base their operations on scientific lines — ^are asking for lecturers 
who can demonstrate to them the advantages of the combina- 
tion of theory and practice. The Ministry welcome such 
requests, and are endeavouring to meet them as far as possible. 


In the middle of January a lecture was delivered in Norwich 
by Mr. G. C. Gough, B.Sc., an Inspector of the Ministry, on the 
subject, “ Plant Hygiene in relation to Crops.” Mr. Gough 
first pointed out that cleanliness is as important to plants as to 
human beings, and gave instances of the large losses sustained 
in this and other countries from the depredations of the pests 
and diseases of plants and crops. 

With regard to measures of control, the lectiurer considered the 
subject under the four headings ; (i) exclusion, (2) protection, 
(3) eradication, (4) immunisation. Under the first of these he 
dealt with the necessity of suitable crop rotation, whereby the 
succession on the same land of crops subject to the same pest 
was avoided ; the advantages of reasonable separation when 
planting patches of such crops as bush fruit, in view of the possi- 
bility of epidemic outbreaks of disease ; and the need for care 
in the purchase of seed, bushes or fruit-tree stocks to avoid the 
introduction of disease. Mr. Gough emphasised the large extent 
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to which nurseries and seed firms are involved in this question, 
and in pointing out that the grower deserves every assistance 
to obtain clean and good material, he foreshadowed the pro- 
bability of legislation to deal with this aspect of the matter. 

Under the heading of protection, the lecturer drew attention 
to the necessity of proper watering and ventilation for crops 
under glass, and the advantages of spra5dng and of soil sterili- 
sation as an insurance against the attacks of insects, fungi, etc. 

It is difficult to draw a line between measures of protection 
and of eradication, and certain measures included by the lecturer 
under the latter heading apply equally to the former. Under 
whatever heading they are included, they constitute some of 
the most important precepts of plant hygiene, ind the danger 
was emphasised (i) of permitting the rubbish heap to become the 
manure heap, and thus the breeding place of obnoxious plant 
pests, and (2) of feeding pigs and other animals on diseased food 
plants that had not been boiled. The lecturer pointed out 
that the passage of fungus spores, unharmed, through the 
digestive system of animals, entailed their return to the land 
under conditions extremely favourable to the vigorous recur- 
rence of disease. 

Referring to the question of pruning, the lecturer urged its 
importance from the point of view of the removal of diseased 
wood, as well as from the purely cultural standpoint, and 
pointed out that to prune away diseased material without also 
burning it was but labour in vain. Mr. Gough also spoke at 
some length on the value of contact and poison insecticides and 
of the winter washing of fruit trees. 

Of all matters relative to plant hygiene, the breeding of 
varieties immune from disease presents, perhaps, the largest field 
to the scientific investigator. The lecturer demonstrated by 
reference to those varieties of potato inunune from Wart Disease 
that absolute immimity is an established fact ; he pointed out 
the desirability of breeding varieties of crops immune from all 
the diseases to which they are at present liable, and also ot 
combining this general immunity with good cropping and 
feeding qualities. 

While it would be unwise to lose sight of the necessity of 
careful drainage, cultivation, manuring, etc., in the raising of 
healthy crops, attention to the measures outlined by Mr. Gough 
will be of increasing benefit to the grower and to the nation. 
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The campaign by the Ministry for the improvement of grass 
land in this country, outlined in a note in the issue of this 
Journal for last month (p. 1058), was 
of oSSsTiSr* inaugurated on Saturday. 14th February, 
when Dr. Somerville, Sibthorpian Pro- 
fessor of Rural Economy in the University of Oxford, delivered 
an address at Leicester to a large gathering of farmers under the 
chairmanship of Sir Thomas Cope, Bart., Chairman of the 
Leicestershij e County Council and of the County Education 
Committee. 

Professor bomerville stated that in England and Wales there 
are about 14,000,000 acres of permanent grass land, excluding 
hill grazings, an area greater than that under arable cultivation. 
While some of this permanent grass is of excellent quality, and 
not susceptible of much improvement, there is a considerably 
larger proportion which is doing but little either for the 
individual or for the nation. One can meet with poor pastures 
and meadows in all parts of the country, although they are, 
perhaps, commonest on heavy land and on the chalk 
formation. 

While a certain amoxmt has been done to improve these poor 
pastures, it is unfortunately true that many farmers regard 
them with indifference. Yet most of this land is so easily 
and profitably improved that farmers who are fortunate 
enough to own or rent it have ready to their hand an opportunity 
for such an investment of capital as a man of business would 
envy. The return which much of such land gives to judicious 
expenditme is usually far greater than in the case of arable 
land. Assiuning that a man has a field of wheat on which the 
use of £2 worth of artificial manure sends up the yield from 
3 qr. to 4 qr. per acre, he would be well satisfied with the 
result. It would mean an increase of yield of 33 per cent., 
and a net profit of about £2 per acre. Now the kind of 
manure that is used to stimulate the growth of wheat 
leaves but a scanty residue, so that little remains to help the 
next crop, but in the case of much poor grass land the most 
suitable form of treatment would continue its action during 
r>everal years, and in the aggregate would, in many cases, give 
a return of several hundreds per cent. Dr. Somerville spoke 
of many cases where, before treatment, grass land has carried 
during summer two store sheep per acre, and these during the 
season have increased about 20 lb. each in five weight, or an 
aggregate increase of 40 lb. per acre. As the result of treatment 
the land has carried not two, but four sheep per acre, and instead 
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of each animal increasing 20 Ib. it has gained 40 lb., so that the 
aggregate gain per acre has been 160 lb. — a four-fold increase. 
The profits, too, are on much the same scale. Without taking 
extreme cases, it may be said that it would only be a moderate 
result if for an expenditure of £1 one got no more than £5 worth 
of return, spread over, perhaps, as many years. 

Professor Somerville has been experimenting on the improve- 
ment of grass land for nearly 30 years, and during that period 
he has farmed many hundreds of acres, most of it under poor 
grass. He has never failed to find that grass land is at once 
responsive to improved treatment, and that no class of farming 
gives such a liberal and certain return on capital expended. 

The improvement of grass land is so simple that those who 
have studied the question are surprised that there is any poor 
land left to improve. In the great majority of cases all that is 
required is a liberal dressing with phosphates. Basic slag 
is to be preferred, not only because it is the cheapest form of 
phosphate, but also because it is the most effective. Super- 
phosphate acts nearly as well, but is more costly. Other 
forms of phosphate w'hich may be used, if those already referred 
to cannot be obtained, are precipitated phosphate and mineral 
phosphate ground to a very fine powder. It is important that 
a liberal dressing should be applied in the first instance, at 
least half a ton per acre of basic slag containing 25-30 per cent, 
of phosphate of lime. The result is that clover plants, which 
before treatment were so small as scarcely to be seen, grow with 
such vigour that in a year or two one would think that there 
was little else than clover in the pasttires. The feeding value 
of the clover thus stimulated is so high that cases are known of 
sheep on improved pasture without cake actually putting on 
more weight than similar animals grazing adjoining unimproved 
land and daily consuming the greater part of i lb. of cake 
per head. 

The improvement, therefore, depends on the presence of 
clover plants or other l^eguminosce. Of all these plants wild 
white clover is the best, because on account of its creeping 
habit it rapidly fiUs up a pasture when it is supplied with 
phosphates. In the great majority of cases the plants are 
present and only need stimulating. If they are not naturally 
present they must be introduced by sowing some seed of the 
genuine wild variety. The demand for such seed is very keen, 
and the price has now risen to over 30 s. per lb., so that, if it 
has to be purchased, about i lb. per acre must suffice. Farmers, 
however, can quite easily grow their own supplies. All they have 
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to do is to stimulate the wild white clover on an acre or two of 
pasture by a liberal dressing of phosphates, and then out the 
crop when dead ripe. It is subsequently threshed and roughly 
dressed, and with cheap home-grown supplies 5 or 6 lb. of seed 
per acre may be used. Dr. Somerville has had remarkable 
success in renovating pastures in this way. 

In the great majority of cases phosphates alone are necessary 
for the treatment of pastures, as contrasted with meadows. 
In a few isolated cases the addition of 3 to 4 cwt. per acre of 
kainit, or some other form of potash, may be profitable. Lime 
used concurrently with the phosphate will generally add some- 
thing to the yield, but it is seldom that the increase will be 
profitable. Nitrogen should not be used on a pasture in any 
form. It will stimulate the grass and weeds at the expense 
of the clover, wth the result that the plant, which above all 
others should be encouraged, is in danger of being crowded out. 

It is surprising how long the effects of phosphates are 
maintained. In the majority of cases they are plainly visible 
for ten years, but in about five years from the first application 
a dressing of about half the original dose should be given, and 
the response in many cases will be almost as good as to the 
first treatment. 

The clovers, stimulated to luxuriant growth by the phos- 
phates, gather large quantities of nitrogen from the air and 
store it in their tissues. This nitrogen, secured at no expense, 
will make its presence felt should such land be put under the 
plough. Experiments with cereals on land which has been 
slagged when under grass, and subsequently broken up have 
shown that the corn grown on such land was 20 per cent, 
better than crops grown on broken-up turf that had not been 
slagged. If, therefore, it is decided to plough up grass land, 
it' should be put through a course of phosphatic manuring 
while still in grass. The improvement of^grass and the policy 
of the plough are not incompatible* 


In connection with the Ministry's scheme for the improve- 
ment of grass land, referred to in the above note, the Ministry 
have recently issued two pamphlets for 
Publications on the information and guidance of those 

C'S" interested in the subject. 

The first publication (Miscellaneous 
Publication No. 24) deals with the general question of grass 
land improvement. It is a pamphlet of 50 pages, and is 

4 I 
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written in a simple and not too technical style, so as to be easily 
imderstood by the average reader. The various types of grass 
land, permanent grass, worn-out grass, and temporary leys, 
are dealt with, and the possibilities of improvement considered 
under such headings as manuring, mechanical treatment, 
renovating mixtures, altered methods of stocking, substituting 
pasture for meadow conditions or the reverse, and eradication 
of weeds. Notes on the grasses and clovers used in pasture, the 
purchase of seeds, and the types of seed mixtures, are also given, 
as well as information on the conversion of heavy clay land to 
grass, lucerne and sainfoin leys, and on the treatment of new 
pastmes. Suggestions for increasing the produce of grass land, 
based largely on experiments made in different parts of the 
country and on the investigations of Professor Stapledon of 
the University College of Wales, Aber57stwyth, are offered 
throughout the pamphlet, although to obtain the best results 
the farmer must understand the dilfeient requirements of grass 
land according to soil, climate, stocking, utilisation, etc. 

The second pamphlet (Miscellaneous Publication No. 25) is 
entitled " The Improvement of Grass Land : Suggestions for 
Demonstrations and Experiments,” and its title explains the 
purpose it is intended to serve. It may be regarded as supple- 
mentary to Miscellaneous Publication No. 24, and the sugges- 
tions it contains should be considered in the light of the infor- 
mation given in that publication. It was ffclt in planning the 
grass land inprovement scheme that an important factor in its 
success would be the establishment in various parts of the 
country of suitable demonstration plots. With this view, the 
scheme of demonstrations and experiments outlined in the 
pamphlet has been drawn up for the consideration of all inter- 
ested in the subject. While in no sense exhaustive, the scheme 
is believed to cover many questions of pressing practical 
importance. The trials are essentially demonstrations of facts 
that have been proved generally, rather than experiments for 
the purpose of acquiring new knowledge or of testing disputed 
opinions. The pamphlet is divided into two parts. Part I. 
comprises schemes simple in character and direct and practical 
in their object, so that they may be capable of general adoption 
by farmers. Part II. deals with experiments requiring consider- 
able attention and supervision, which are applicable chiefly 
to college farms or farms in close touch with the Educational 
Staff of the county. 

All farmers who are interested in the subject of grass land 
improvement are advised to study these pamphlets. They 
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may be obtained from the Office of the Ministry (Publications 
Branch), 3, St. James’s Square, London, S.W. i. The price of 
Miscellaneous Publication No. 24 is -jd., post free, and Mis- 
cellaneous Publication No. 25 may be obtained gratis and post 


Altho«sgh the condition of our orchard and fruit plantations 
to-day shows a marked improvement over that of a few years 
, , _ , ago, it still leaves much to be de.sired. If 

Fruit Tree Stocka. generally are to be con- 

gratulated upon the manner in which 
they have made use of the results of scientific and technical 
investigation carried out in their interests, there are too 
many who are content to remain behind the times, and who do 
not realise the importance of care and foresight in the business 
of fruit growing. Foi example, in buying fruit trees to start a 
new plantation it can only be false economy to purchase 
inferior stocks. A plantation is put down to bear fruit for 
many years, and compared with the value of the crop, year by 
year, the difference in the initial cost ol good and bad stocks 
becomes quite a trifling matter. Yet one frequently h'ears of 
fruit growers taking considerable trouble to obtain cheap 
supplies. 

\Vhi!(‘ this state of affairs exists it is not surprising that 
nurserymen continue to find buyers for the inferior stock which 
would normally be relegated to the rubbish heap. Examina- 
tion of recently- established plantations sometimes reveals apple 
trees affected with canker, brown rot, crown gall and American 
blight, plum trees affected with silver leaf, black currants with 
big bud, peaches with leaf curl, and so on. Even where trees 
are not affected with disease they are often constitutionally 
weak and of poor or stunted growdh, and, occasionally, altogether 
devoid of a proper root system. 

Under these conditions, it is not surprising that obnoxious 
fruit pests abound throughout the countrj^ and that large 
quantities of inferior fruit arc on the market. 

At the present time conditions are not normal. Stocks 
are low and there is also a shortage of labour. There is some 
reason for confidence that both quantity and quality will 
improve IxTorc long in many nurseries at present below their 
pre-war standard, but the need for these improvements must 
be pressed vigorously and continuously. It is encouraging 
to vSee that the more progressive growers are awakening to the 
necessity of procuring only the best stocks. Having obtained 
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them, they are doing their best, by a reasonable and regular 
system of winter washing, grease banding, spraying, pruning 
and rubbish destruction, to keep their orchards clean and free 
from pests. What is needed in the interests of fruit growing is 
that the methods and practice of the best and most far-sighted 
growers should bo better known and more generally imitated. 

# ♦ « ♦ « 

Certain statements recently published in the Press disclose 
considerable misunderstanding with regard to the object and 
effect of an Order made recently by the 

The liKnistry and Ministry for the purpose of establishing 

Drainage Scheme. ^ diainage authority to control 

the whole of the main channels and banks 
of the River Ouse and its tributaries. 

It has been alleged that if the Order becomes effective the 
Ouse Drainage Board will embark forthwith on a scheme for 
putting the river into order at a cos of not less than /3, 000,000. 
Such a statement is, of course, entirely misleading and incorrect. 
In the first place, the highest estimate yet put forward as the 
possible total cost of putting the whole river into proper order 
(and this was a figure put forward by the opponents of the 
Order at the public inquiry) was not £3,000,000 but £2,000,000.’'' 
In the second place, even assuming that such a figure repre- 
sented the probable cost of putting the rivers into order, it is 
obvious that the work would necessarily be extended over a 
great number of years, andth at nothing approaching such a 
sum would ever be raised at once. The Ouse Drainage Board, 
when established, will be a body elected by the ratepayers of 
the district, and it is inconceivable that a body of that nature 
would embark upon any such fantastic career of extravagance 
as is suggested by the persons who have made the statements 
referred to above. 

Calculations have also been put forward, and results have 
been published in letters to the Press, of the amount of the rate 
per acre which may be expected to be imposed on agricultural 
land in the upper valley of the Ouse by the Ouse Drainage 
Board. Those calculations were not only made on false assump- 
tion that the Drainage Board will raise a sum of £3,000,000 by 
a single loan, but they appear to have been based on the original 
draft of the Ouse Drainage Order. The rating schedule con- 
tained in that draft was revised drastically in favour of the 
upper parts of the valley before the Order was sealed by the 

* The Ministry has recenUy been informed that the figure ^3, 000, 000, 
-wThich appeared in a letter to The Times, was a mistake, and that file writer 
of the letter intended to write ;^2,ooo,ooo. 
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Ministry of Agriculture, and hence any calculations made 
upon the basis of the original draft are of no value. 

The Order has further been criticised on the ground that it 
does not include in the rateable area of the Ouse Drainage 
Board any lands situated at a greater height than 8 ft. above 
the highest recorded flood level. It is considered by many 
that the whole of the lands from which water finds its way 
into a river should, in justice, be rated for the maintenance 
of that river. This view has been urged repeatedly before 
both Houses of Parliament, and the subject has been fully 
considered by a ( ommittee of the House of Lords. The result, 
however, is that the general law relating to land drainage 
remains as it has always been since the year 1531, and the 
fundamental principle of that law is that no land can be rated 
for the maintenance of a river unless it derives some degree of 
benefit from such maintenance. I'he best modern agricultural 
opinion is that such benefit cannot be said to extend to land 
lying at any greater height than (approximately) 8 ft. above 
flood level, and tor that reason no land outside the S-ft. 
line " is included within the boundaries of new Drainage 
Di.stricts. 

C>enerally, it is important that all who are interested in the 
question of the drainage of the Ouse valley should bear in mind 
that the new Drainage Board will be entirely free to shape its 
own policy. At the same time it will be subject to the re- 
strictions which are imposed by the general law" and by the 
Ouse Drainage Order itself, as to expenditure on new works 
and the improvement of existing works. Finally, it will be an 
('lective body, and will, as such, carry out the wishes of the 

ratepayers by whom it will be appointed. 

* ♦ * • * * 

The four photographs reproduced, taken in 7918-19, show 
two sections of the work carried out by the Anglesey Agricul- 
tural Executive Committee under the 

Land Drainage in Qf Defence of the Realm Regula- 

* tions for the drainage of Malldraeth Marsh. 

Before the work was taken in hand by the C ommittee, practically 
all the drains in the Marsh were in the condition shown in 
the two earlier photographs. The total length of drains 
and ditches cleaned out by the Committee in the way 
illustrated cannot be given exactly, but it is estimated that 
at least 4,000 acres of land in the Marsh have received 
substantial benefit. The total cost of the work amounted to 
approximately £2,400. 
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This is only one of a large number of similar undertakings 
which have been carried out by Executive Committees in low- 
lying lands throughout England and Wales during the past 
two years. 

m 


The Report on the Lincoln Tractor Trials was issued by the 
Society of Motor Manufacturers and Traders a few weeks ago, 
but it does not seem necessary to add very 

Tractor^ TrilSs preliminary notice which 

appeared in this Journdl in October last, 
while the data afforded do not suggest any modification of the 
conclusions then expressed. A summary of the results printed 
in the Technical Advisor's Report has already appeared widely 
in the agii cultural press, and no object could be served by 
reproducing them. The most serious omission is any state- 
ment of the actual work accomplished by the tractors ; the 
figure for the “ estimated acres per day of eight hours ” is of 
very little value, and without the data upon which it is based 
may be positively misleading. Although it might be sug- 
gested that it would be a little unfair to take the number of 
acres ploughc'd and the time taken by stoppages during a trial 
of a few days' duration as the basis for a calculation of the 
amount of work to be expected during the whole life of the 
machine, yet there is no escape from this method if all the 
other figures are based, as they are based, upon the recorded 
performances during the trial. It may be assumed, although 
it is not directly stated, that the estimated acreage per eight 
hours is deduced from the actual performance plus an allowance 
for time recorded as lost either on the tractor or the plough. 
If this be so, the actual performance may be calculated with a 
little trouble. 


The Technical Advisor’s Report takes up the major portion 
of the volume and rather overshadows the Judge’s Report. 
The standpoint from which th*^ Judges regarded the trial is 
sometimes a little obscure. As regards the first tractor on 
the list, they express the opinion that '' the weight of this 
tractor, 3 tons, is excessive for work on the land, especially 
on heavy land in wet weather," and this note runs through a 
number of their criticisms. In their general remarks, for 
instance, they state that " the use of caterpillar tracks un- 
doubtedly reduces the pressure per square inch on the land, 
and where well designed may permit of ploughing under con- 
ditions where a wheeled tractor could not be used." It may 
be asked, however, whether there is any advantage in seeking 
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to plough under ‘‘ unfavourable '' or adverse weather 
conditions, as the Judges express it in various places. In the 
past the farmer has had frequently to work when he would, 
if he could have chosen, have deferred doing so until soil con- 
ditions were suitable, and it may be suggested that the one great 
contribution that the tractor will make to farming will be to 
enable the farmer to take advantage of the favourable ” 
weather. The proposal that has already been made that 
implements should be adapted or remodelled to meet the 
increased speed which may be expected from tractors in the 
future has much bearing upon this point. 

In their comments upon the ploughs used, the Judges several 
times refer to ploughs being driven too fast. Does not this 
really mean that the plough will turn a suitable furrow at a 
certain speed, but that above this speed some defect discloses 
itself ? This is exactly the information that is required, and 
the hope may be expressed that any future report will contain 
a statement of the critical speed and the precise defects which 
develop beyond this point, and, if possible, the reasons. With 
such knowledge progress in the design of tractor ploughs — and, 
indeed, of all other tractor implements — would be accelerated. 

In conclusion, it is proper to say that the Report is admirably 
produced, and that whatever deficiencies there may be, these 
are not numerous for a new venture. Upon the basis of the 
first Report it will be a comparatively easy task to produce, 
after future trials, Reports giving complete data relating to 
both tractors and implements, having regard throughout to 
the limited period covered by trials of this nature. 


An an'angement has been reached whereby the Society of 
Motor Manufacturers and Traders, Ltd., will join the Royal 
Agricultural Society in carrying out tractor 
Tractor^Trials trials in the autumn of the present year. 

At first it was feared that there would be 
two separate trials, which would have entailed inevitably much 
waste of time, money and work. The value of the trials to 
those who are using or propose to use tractors will undoubtedly 
be enhanced by the union of two such powerful bodies as the 
R.A.S.E. and the S.M.M. & T. One of the chief benefits of 
this united exhibition will be that the farmer will have an 
opportunity of seeing every machine at work and making 
comparisons on the spot between the various performances. 
It was found when the two Societies met to discuss united 
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trials that there was only one question outstanding between 
them and that was the question of making the trials competitive. 
The one united show is certainly likely to be more representative 
than either of the two proposed independent trials could have 
been. The result of the deliberations of the Joint Committee 
now appointed by the two bodies will be awaited with interest 
The report of the Lincoln Trials shows clearly that a very sub- 
stantial advantage rests with the principle adopted by the 
S.M.M. & T. of stating the actual performance of each machine, 
although, even there, the competitive element cannot be said 
to have been entiielv eliminated. 


In choosing seed for silage crops or summer fodder preference 
is usually given to tares or other legumes, because they produce 

a forage containing a high proportion of 

The Best Seeds „ • ■ , t A. A 

t o-, j albmninoids. In the case of tares or peas 
for Silage and , , , ^ . 

Summer Soiling. stems are so weak that they cannot 

support their own weight, and some other 
plant becomes necessary to provide the support required ; 
if this is not given the crop lies on the ground, is liable to rot 
at the base, and becomes very difficult to cut. The inclusion 
of a small proportion of be-ans will help to mitigate this defect. 
The addition of oat.s to the mixture is also an advantage, as 
the oats ser\'e not only to support the weaker legumes but 
also to provide a suitably-balanced fodder. 

Both tares and peas are relatively scarce at the present time, 
tares being the more expensive. Peas, therefore, may be used 
to replace tares in whole or in part. 

A suitable mixture for spring sowing would be ; — 

2 bush, oats 1 

I ,, field peas or vetches > per acre. 

1 „ beans ) 

Forage mixtures such as the above may be used with advantage 
for silage, for soiling, or for making into hay ; they may also 
partly replace roots on the heaviest classes of soils. (If 
intended for hay, beans should be omitted.) 

A moderate dressing of farmyard manure, where available, 
will give good results in most circumstances ; so also will the 
following mixture of artificials : — 

^ cwt. sulphate of ammonia 

2 „ superphosphate ) per acre. 

J „ sulphate of potash 
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Attention is called by the Michigan Agricultural College in 
their latest quarterly Bulletin for November, 1919, value to the 
of forage crops for pigs. Experiments in 

Pora^ Crops for State have proved that from one- 

* Rape ^ ^ quarter to one-half less grain is required 

to produce a given amount of pork on 
forage crops than is needed under conditions where these are 
not available. 

The crops recommended are a mixture of oats and peas, and 
also rape. Rape seems the best crop for the purpose in Michi- 
gan, and pigs make rapid growth on it when it is supplemented 
by a medium grain ration. It is usually sown broadcast for the 
purpose at the rate of 5 lb. per acre (Dwarl Essex being the 
variety recommended) between early spring and June ; on 
light, sandy soils it may be advisabk^ to sow in drills, using 
3 to 3 Jib. seed per acre. 

Pigs would then be tmaied on the rape when it is about 8-10 
in. high ; this is usually about six weeks after sowing. With 
frequent rain, and if the rape is kept fairly well dowTi, new shoots 
will develop. A plan recommended is to sow’ at least tw^o plots 
and change the pigs over from one to the other, thereby giving 
the new shofd^ a chance to develop. 


Rat poisons such as squills and barium carlionate can be 
used with good ollect and without risk to other animals or live 
stock, if applied with all due care, but 

Simple Apparatus P’g ket>pi;rs and 

for “ Gaasibg ” Rats. owners are reluctant to use any form 
of poison to destroy rats under poultry 
runs, pig-stye^, etc. 



The simple apparatus here illustrated can often be used to 
fumigate the rat runs in banks and hedgerows, and under 
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fowl houses and styes, and has the additional advantage of 
cheapness, being easily made from old material. In order to 
make the apparatus the procedure is as follows : Take 
an old paint drum (A) of about 12 in. in length and 8| in. 
in diameter, fasten the lid to the side with a link hinge, and 
punch a hole in the lid to admit the point of a pair of small 
bellows {d). In the base of the drum punch a hole 2 in, in 
diameter and in this hole fix a piece of metal piping (B) 9 in. 
in length. A strip of metal 2^ in. high should be ri vetted on the 
inside of the drum at (c) to prevent the cotton waste (e) and 
small sulphur (/) choking the orifice of B. To facilitate carrying 
a small handle can be fixed to the side of the drum as shown. 

When the apparatus is to be used the lid should be opened 
and some old oily cotton waste placed within and ignited. 
If necessary, the lid should be closed and the cotton waste 
fanned with the bellows to a good glow (if the lid is left wholly 
or partly open, free contact with the air will often be sufficient 
to cause the cotton waste to glow). With a view to finding 
out connecting runs in a burrow, in banks and hedgerows, as 
soon as smoke issues from spout B of the apparatus the spout 
should be placed in a hole, if possible to the windward of other 
holes. All holes from which smoke issues, except one of the 
lower ones and the highest, should then be plugged lightly. 
The drum should then be opened and a layer of sulphur (/*) 
be sprinkled on the glowing cotton waste.' The spout (B) 
should then be inserted into the lower hole and the bellows 
(d) be used. In a few minutes colourless sulphur dioxide 
will be generated, and in about a quarter of an hour or longer, 
according to the size of the burrow, the rats will either succumb 
to the gas or try to bolt — in the latter case to b(‘ easily dis- 
patched by sticks and dogs. This gassing has the advantage 
of killing both large and small rats at a minimum cost, and the 
fumigated burrows, if not immediately destroyed, will not be 
used again for some time. 


Organised Measures Jor Rat Destruction . — As a consequence 
of the Rats and Mice (Destruction) Act, 1919, which 
came into force on the ist January, the 
Organised Mimstry of Food have revoked as from 
Eat Destructioa. 1918-19. 

Local Authorities have no longo", therefore, the power to 
pay rewards out of public funds for the killing of rats. What 
was previously encourc^ed by way of reward is now imposed 




ol Jvdls” (275) obtaiiH'd in thu‘(‘ days"(hning IhiTsbing at a lanii 111 
Hercfordshiic. In tliih county Kal l)t\stiuctK)n is being earned j>iit on original 
self-supporting lines, uiulei the supi*rvision of a tot Otl'icei. 
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upon the owner or occupier of premises as a legal obligation. 
Great commercial companies are recognising their duty. The 
London and North-Western Railwa}'^ Company, for example, 
have appointed an Officer to supervise rat destruction over 
their whole system, and a committee consisting of members of 
the various branches of the service has been formed to co- 
operate with him. The Ministry have addressed a letter to 
all Railway Companies informing them of the action of the 
London and North-Western Railway Company and suggesting 
that they should follow this example. The County and 
Urban Authorities have also been very active. Since the 
passing of the Act many counties and boroughs have appointed 
officers to administer the Act. In Leeds a Rats Officer has 
been appointed to conduct a special campaign. The Swansea 
Port Sanitary Authorities have appointed their Chief Inspector 
as an Executive Rat Officer, and in several counties authorities 
are beginning to receive the thanks of farmers, who now realise 
that the steps taken to destroy vermin are likely to have most 
satisfactory results. The work done in England is attracting 
considerable attention in the Ov'erseas Dominions and else- 
where. 

The Third National Rat Week . — The Third and last National 
Rat \\'^eek of the season was carried out between 23rd February 
and 1st March. The evidence W'hich has been collected as a 
result of these national measures for rat destruction shows 
quite clearly that the Rat Weeks have served to reduce the 
enemy by many millions, and that the saving to the country 
must amount to very many times the expense involved. Very 
much, of course, yet remains to be done. On one farm in 
Herefordshire a short while ago 275 rats were killed during 
threshing operations, while in Monmouthshire, during the 
threshing of four wheat stacks on a farm, the Rats Officer and 
his assistant destroyed upwards of 1,000 rats. 

A significant result of the National Weeks can be gathered 
from letters received by Local Authorities, which show that 
in districts round large manufacturing centres that have been 
properly treated there has been a great diminution in the 
number of rats seen. 

Establishment of Research Laboratory .— Treasury have 
sanctioned the establishment of a research laboratory, in 
which research work and investigation with a view to im- 
proving in methods of rat destruction will be carried out. 
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It is believed that a number of the many pig insurance clubs 
in the country are not being run at present on sound financial 

p. - lines. Recent investigation has shown 

Fig insurance. balances in 

hand, but these balances are apt to mislead. If any of the 
clubs were to suffer losses they would probably be crippled 
very quickly owing to the large amounts they would have to 
pay out to their members. The present price of pigs is high, 
and compensation would need to be very large in order to be 
effective. The only way of meeting the difficulty is to make 
the subscriptions of members bear a proper relation to tlu^ 
risks, and those responsible for the direction of the pig clubs 
would be well advised to assure themselves that this is the 


case in their own club. 

When insurance clubs were first started, members wck^ 
asked to pay sums varying from 6d. to is. a quarter for each 
pig insured. Anyone who will consider the position that 
would arise in a club of 40 to 50 members if heavy and un- 
expected losses took place will see that sub'^criptions of 4s. a 
year or less per pig must needs prove quite inadequate to the 
requirements of the case. It is, therefore, suggested that pig 
insurance clubs should raise their subscriptions without delay 
in order to meet the altered conditions. 'I'lie Small Livestock 
Branch of the Ministry has dealt with this (juestion for several 
societies, and is prepared to give advice and assistance to any 
that mav desire to avail themselves of it. 


A CONFERENCE of bee-kccpers was held in February at the 
Surveyors’ Institute, Westminster, London, S.W., i, to discuss 
the question of legislation to check Isle 
A ® of Wight and other bee diseases. liee- 

keeping Associations and Agricultural 
Education Committees were represented, and invitations were 
also sent to a number of experienced bee-keepers, particularly 
to those who were known to be in opposition to the proposals 
for legislative action. There was considerable prelirnin^iry 
discussion, which showed that differences of opinion among 


experts in bee-^keeping existed, but a resolution urging the 
introduction of legislation was passed almost unanimouslj'. 
Details of the Bill it is hoped to put before Parliament during 
the present session were discussed, and finally the meeting 
decided unanimously in favour of the compulsory registration 
of all bee-keepers. The discussion revealed the fact that while 
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there are not nearly enough hives in the country the numlxir 
of careless bee-keepers is far too man}', and that these people 
are largely responsible for the spread of disease. That there is 
great room for improvement in the existing conditions is best 
shown by a statement made at the Conference that of every 
4 lb. of honey eaten in this country 3 lb. are imported. 


The attention of farmers, small holders and others is called 

to the extensively advertised sales of surplus Government 

„. _ . Stocks of Nissen huts. The dimensions 

Nissen Huts. , ., fx , • j,!. ^ xx 

are : length, 27 ft 6 in. ; width, 16 ft. ; 

height, 8 ft. The huts consist of semi-circular sections in black 
corrugated iron, steel and wood, complete with all necessary 
fittings and ready for immediate erection. 

Each hut forms a permanent building, absolutely weather- 
proof and of great dui'ability, suitable for housing, storage or 
workshop, or foi accommodation for calves, or shelter for pigs 


or sheep. 

l-’rices range from £25 each for single huts, or £20 each tor a 
quantitv at Goi ernment depots at Slough and \Voolwich, and 
inquiries should be addressed to the Controller, Government 
Surplus Propeit\- Disposal Board, Artillery Mansions, \dctoria 
Stieet, London, S.M . i. 
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There has been an appreciable fall in prices of feeding stuffs, 
especially cakes, since last month, due no doubt to the fact 
that there are more than average stocks 
Votes on Feeding in the country. Refined oils have in- 
Stnlb for April : creased in price, and this may have enabled 

Fr<^ the cmshers to take less for their 

Ammal Nutnhon , ^ • ■ , , , 

Imlitule, Cambridgt c^-ke. The fall m pnce has not been 

Universtty. uniform, however, as is shown by the 
following table, which gives prices per ton 
and per food unit of a number of common feeding stuffs. The 
prices are approximately those realised at London wharf or 
store. Local prices will in most cases be rather higher on 
account of freight and commission. 

Table I. 


Palm kernel cake 
Wheat middlings — coarse 
Ground nut cake — semi -decorticated 
Coconut cake (home-made) 

Wheat bran 

Decorticated cotton seed meal 

,, ,, cake, American 

Brewer’s grains, dried . . 

Soya bean cake . . 

Linseed cake, Indian 
„ „ English . . 

Chinese beans 
Cotton cake, English made 
„ „ Egyptian . . 

„ ,, Bombay . . 

English beans . . . . 

Maize meal 

,, American . . 

English oats 


No. of 
Food 
Units 
per Ton. 

1 

; Price 
i per Ton. 

Price 

! per Food 
Unit. 


i 

s. 

s. d. 

96 

12 


2 6 

90 

12 

10 1 

2 9 

no 

16 

10 

3 0 

103 

16 

0 

! 3 I 

78 

12 

10 

3 s 

126 

' 22 

10 

3 7 

126 

'23 

0 I 

3 8 

^5 

16 

5 ! 

3 10 

122 

24 

0 { 

4 0 

123 

24 

15 

4 0 

123 

: 24 

10 

4 0 

lOI 

20 

10 

4 I 

72 

16 

0 1 

4 5 

72 

i 16 

5 ! 

4 ^ 

63 

1 15 

0 1 

4 7 

100 

1 23 

15 1 

4 9 

86 

1 20 

10 1 

4 9 

94 

■ 23 

0 j 

4 

75 

1 

10 

5 9 


The table shows the very great variations in the vahie of 
different feeding stuffs at present prices. Thus, English Oats 
cost considerably more than twice as much per food unit as 
palm kernel cake or wheat middlings. Reference to Table IL, 
giving the composition of common feeding stuffs, shows that 
among the first five feeding stuffs in Table I., all of which under 
present conditions must be considered cheap, there is very 
great variety in composition. 

Palm kernel cake contains 14 per cent, of digestible protein 
and 6 per cent, of digestible oil. It is not so rich in these 
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Table II. 


Feeding Value of Common Feeding Stuffs. 


(1) 

(8) 

(8) 

i (4) 

(6) 

(6) 

! (7) 

1 W 


1 

! Percent, disre^tible. 

Di^ti' 

1 

j 

linked 


j 




; Starch 

Name of Feeding Stuff. 

Nutritive 

Ratio. 

1 

' Protein. 

Fat. 

Carbo- 
hydrates 
and Fibre 

Die 
Food 
Units 
per ton. 

1 equiv. 
per 

' 200 lb. 

Cake 

equiv. 

per 
xoo lb. 


Foods Rich in both Protein and Oil or Fat. 



Ground nut cake 

i: 0*8 

45*2 

6*3 

21 *1 

145 

78 

\ 102 

Soytk bean cake 

1: 1*1 

34 *0 

6*5 

21*0 

1 122 

67 

, 88 

Demrt. cotton cake . . 

i: 1*2 

34*0 

8*5 

20*0 

1 X26 

71 

! 93 

linseed cake, Indian 

i: 1*9 

27*8 

9*3 

30*1 

123 

77 

i XOI 

linseed cake, English 

i: 2*0 

26*7 

9*3 

30 *2 

1 120 

76 

100 

Cotton cake, Egyptian 

i: 2*1 

15*5 

5*3 

20*0 

1 72 

40 

53 

Cotton cake, Bombay 

2: 2*5 

13*1 

4*4 

21*5 

i 65 

38 

•49 

Distillers* grains 

x: 2 ’9 

x8*7 

10*2 

29-0 

; loi 

57 

75 

Maise gluten feed 
Brewers* grains, dried 

i: 3*0 

20*4 

8-8 

48*4 

122 

87 

115 

3*5 

24 -I 

6-6 

32 *7 

! 85 

50 

66 

Coconut cake . . 

i: 3*8 

16*3 

8*2 

41*4 

103 

77 

lOI 

Palm kernel cake 

x; 4*5 


6*1 

48*9 

96 

77 

XOI 

Linseed 

1: 5*9 

34 *7 

20 -I 

154 

I19 

157 

Bombay cotton seed .. 

1: 6*6 

11*0 

i6-8 

30*1 

100 

78 

V X02 


Fairly Rich in Protein, Rich in Oil 




Maize germ meal . . 1 

1: 8-5 

9*0 

6*2 

61 *2 

99 

81 

1 107 

Rice meal 

1: 9*4 

6*8 

20 *2 

38*2 

1 79 

68 

90 



Rich in Protein, Poor in Oil. 




Fish meal 

x; OT 

54*0 

2*0 

— 

125 

56 

74 

Peas, Calcutta white , . 

i: 2*1 

23*3 

I*I 

45*9 

97 

70 

88 

Beans, English 

1. 2*6 

19*3 

1*2 

48-2 

200 

67 

88 

Beans, Chinese 

1: 2*6 

19*6 

1*7 

47*9 

lOI 

67 

88 

Peas, English maple . . 1 
Palm>nut meal (ex* , 

x: 3*J 

i7‘o 

t'O 

50*0 

97 

70 

92 

tracted} . . . . ! 

Brewers' grains, wet . . 

1: 3*4 

25*6 

1*9 

48*7 

92 

66 

87 

1: 3*5 

3*5 

1*5 

8*6 

21 

13 

17 

Malt culms . . . . j 

1: 3*6 

II -4 


38*6 

70 j 

39 

51 


Cereals, Rich in Starch, not Rich 

in Protein or Oil. 



Barley, feeding 

i: 8*0 

8-0 

2*1 , 

57*8 

83 

68 

89 

Oats, English . . 

i; 8*0 

7-2 

4*0 i 

47*4 

75 

60 

79 

Oats, Argentine 

i; 8*0 

7*2 

4*0 : 

47*4 

75 

60 

79 

Maize, American 

1:11 *5 

6-7 

4*5 1 

65 -8 

94 

81 

X07 

Maize, Argentine 

x:ii ’3 

6*8 

4*5 

65-8 


84 

XXO 

Maize meal 

i:x3*o 

5*5 

3*5 

63*9 

86 

79 

202 

Wheat middlings 

1: 4*8 

12*8 

4*1 

52*5 

95 

73 

t 

Wheat sharps . . 

i: 5*1 

XI *6 

3*4 

51*6 

90 

62 

Wheat pollards 

Wlieat bran 

Wheat brau, broad . . 

i: 4*5 

13*6 

3*7 

52*5 


62 

82 

i: 4*7 

XI -3 

3*0 

45*0 

78 

50 

65 

x: 4 *7 

11 *3 

3*0 

45*4 

80 

48 

63 

Locust bean meal 

1:22 -I 

4*0 

0-7 

69*2 

80 

7r 

94 


valuable constituents as some other cakes : nevertheless, it 
is a very useful feeding stuff, and is especially suitable as part 
of the ration of milch cows. It has also been used with success 
for fattening cattle and sheep, and in experiments on the 
Cambridge University Farm has given excellent results with 
pigs. At its present low price it should be widely used for all 
kinds of stock. Its only drawback is that stock do not take to 
it at first very readily. 
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Wheat middlings, the second cheapest food on the list, is 
almost too well known to need comment. It is far the cheapest 
feeding stuff rich in carbohydrates at the present time. It is 
a noteworthy fact that foods rich in carbohydrates have been 
scarce and dear ever since the early stages of the War, no 
doubt because of the short supply of wheat which in 1917 and 
igi8 caused other cereals to be used for milling, and still 
influence the cereal market generally. Middlings will, no 
doubt, be largely used for pig feeding, but at its present price 
it would be found a most useful and economical addition to 
the diet of fattening cattle to replace roots, which are likely to 
be running short by now in many districts. In the later stages 
of fattening, cattle require plenty of carbohydrate in their 
diet. Normally, this is provided by the sugar in the roots. 
If roots are scarce it is better to replace them by middlings 
than by cake. For this purpose i lb. of middlings would take 
the place of 10 lb. of roots, or, say, 4 lb. would replace about a 
bushel. 

At present prices it would also be economical to replace 
part of the oat ration of farm horses by middlings or bran. 
For this purpose i lb. of oats should be replaced by rather 
less than i lb. of middlings or by i J lb. of bran. Replacement 
should take place in proportion to the starch equivalent . 

The third cheapest food in Table I. is semi-decorticated 
ground nut cake. Since this feeding stuff was noticed on the 
market last month samples have been obtained and analysed, 
with the following results, wliich are shown side by side with the 
analyses of decorticated and undecorticated ground nut cakes. 




Semi- 

Un- 


Decorticated, 

decorticated. 

decorticated. 


Per cent. 

Per cent. 

Per cent. 

Water . . 

103 

9-8 

10*3 

Protein . . 

468 

34*2 

30*2 

Oil 

7*5 

9*3 

9*1 

Carbohydrate , . 

23-2 

21 *6 

2I’8 

Fibre . . 

6*4 

17-4 

22'9 

Ash 

5-8 

7*7 

5*7 


100 -o 

100 *0 

100*0 


Semi -decorticated groimd nut cake is shown to be inter- 
mediate in composition between decorticated and undecor- 
ticated cake, but approximates much more nearly to the latter 
than to the former. The process of decortication consists in 
removing the husk from the seed before crushing. From the 
high percentage of fibre in the cake described as semi-decor- 
ticated it is evident that the decorticating process has not 
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proceeded very far. Indeed it seems hardly justifiable to use 
the name even when qualified by the prefix " semi.” It has not 
been possible to make a determination of the digestibility, but 
it is no doubt very near to that of the undecorticated cake. 
On this assumption the number of food units per ton is probably 
about no. The writer has used a sample of this semi-decor- 
ticated cake as an addition to roots and straw for fattening 
cattle since November last with good results. The cattle 
have thrived and made good increases. It is a cake with a 
high percentage of protein, and should not be given in large 
quantities or the protein in the ration will be unnecessarily 
high. 

Coconut cake is the fourth cheapest feeding stuff on the list, 
its price per ton corresponding to 3s. id. per food unit. Its 
composition is similar to that of palm kernel cake, and it can 
be used generally in the same way as that cake. 

Wheat bran, the fifth food in order of price per food unit, 
is so weU known and so widely used that no comment on it is 
required. 

A correspondent has kindly suggested that some account 
should be given in this month’s notes of sesame cake. He adds 
that he bought a quantity of this cake some time ago and 
found it satisfactory for cattle and sheep. Its keeping qualities 
were good. A quantity kept for a year did not show rancidity. 
Sesame cake is obtained by expressing the oil from species of 
sesamum grown in India and Asia Minor. As made in England 
its composition is : — 


Water 



Composition, 
Per cent, 

9*3 

Digestible 
Nutrients, 
Per cent. 

Protein 



44 '5 

40*0 

on 



II-9 

io‘7 

Carbohydrates 



20 '9 

11*7 

Fibre 



4*5 

1*4 

Ash 



8-9 

— 


On the basis of the above figures it contains 130 food units 
per ton, and its starch equivalent is 73. It has been used 
largely in France and in Germany. Most of the information 
about it comes from the latter coimtry, where it is looked upon 
as a most smtable feeding stuff for dairy cows so long as the 
daily allowance per cow does not exceed about 3 lb. It is 
exceedingly rich in protein, and contains much oil. In this 
it resembles decorticated cotton cake and ground nut cake. 
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LhiM OR Lmml to bo oown for Clovor. — A common cause of the 
feilure of clover is lack of lime in the soil. Clover will not 
tolerate acidity, and any deficiency of 

Hotoo on Kanoroo lime soon leads to this undesirable condi- 
for April: tion. Cases have repeatedly been brought 

From ths Rothamsted to the notice of the Rothamsted Experi- 
Experimental Station, mental Station of the failiure of clover 
seeds, which, after careful examination, 
was traced to the absence of lime in the soil. 

In view of the cost of clover seeds, and the desirability of 
securing good plants, farmers will be well advised, in cases 
where there is the least doubt, to have their soils examined 
in regard to the lime content, so that they can* give a dressing 
if necessary. While it is probably too late to use brunt lime, 
there is still time to apply ground limestone or ground 
chalk, both of which are effective in neutralising soil acidity 
and improving the condition of the clover crop. 

Damage to clover as the result of applying sulphate of 
ammonia to the covering corn crop has also been reported. 
In our experience this happens only when there is a shortage 
of lime in the soil, and is a further reason for ensuring 
adequate supplies. It is quite unnecessary to refrain from the 
use of spring dressings because of the possibility of injuring 
the clover. 

PHrohRBR of Wasto Umo.— A correspondent sent a sample 
of waste lime material which on drying contained 99 per cent, 
of calcium carbonate and i per cent, of impurities, chiefly mag- 
nesium carbonate. The sample was not in good condition or 
it would have been worth as much as good ground limestone. 
After (hying, however, it could be broken up sufficaently 
finely to be applied to the land. 

No. general rule can be given as to the proper quantity of 
these waste materials to apply per acre. Everything turns on 
the degree of fineness ; some of the waste limes are so lumpy, 
even after rough drying, that they could not be used at a 
lower rate than 10 to 15 tons per acre. 

The application would have to be made in winter in the 
hope that the frost would cause disintegration and facilitate 
distribution. With better (hying and some degree of grinding 
the diectiveness of the material might be increased two or three 
times, and appli<»tion could then be made later owing to the 
greater ease of distributing the material in the soil. Conunercsal 
firms turning out waste lime w'ould do well to ascertain whether 
they could (hy and grind the material so as to give the farmer 
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an effective fertiliser which could be easily applied instead oi 
the less valuable waste product. 

Comparison botwoen home-mixed and purohaeed Compound 

Fertflleer. — In the Notes for December (this Journal, November, 
1919) reference was made to a compound fertiliser offered at 
£1^ per ton, and a home-made mixture was suggested which 
would give the same amount of fertilising constituents at a 
considerably lower price. This has led to correspondence 
with some of the fertiliser manufacturers, who felt that the 
composition stated did not fairly meet the case, and one of 
the manufacturers made the entirely valid point that the mix- 
ture proposed in these Notes was based on the salesman's 
ammonia figures, whereas in a court of law the salesman would 
probably have been held to his nitrogen figure which was 
somewhat higher. Working on this basis it would be necessary 
to add sufficient sulphate of ammonia to increase the nitrogen 
by 0*7 per cent., which would increase the cost of the home- 
made mixture by 15s. per ton. Even after allowing for 
this increase in value, however, the figure of per ton 
remains unjustifiable on a purely cost basis. We have every 
desire to be fair to the fertiliser manufacturers, and the 
sole purpose of the note was to draw attention to the price, 
which is admittedly in excess of what a first-class manu- 
facturer would charge. 

Growth of Swedoo whore the Supply of Farmyard Manure Is 
limited. — A Lancashire correspondent asks what fertiliser he 
could use for swedes in the following conditions : — (i) He has 
not much farmyard manure ; and (2) Swedes do so well on 
one field that he is anxious to grow them there again if he can. 

Numerous experiments on the manuring of swedes which 
have been carried out by Professors Somerville and Gilchrist 
and others in the north of England have shown that it is un- 
necessary, as a rule, to use both farmyard manure and arti- 
ficials for swede crops. 

It is well known that good results can be obtained with 
farmyard manure, but where insufficient is available to allow 
of suitable dressings, good results can be obtained with 4 to 
6 cwt. of superphosphate or basic slag, together with i cwt. 
sulphate of ammonia, at the time of sowing, then i cwt. nitrate 
of soda as a top dressing at the time of singling. 

With reference to the question as to whether swedes can be 
sown on the same land year after year, the chief trouble is in 
regard to the flea beetle ; provided this pest is absent there is 
no particular difficulty in growing successive crops of swedes. 

4 K 2 
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At one time 15 successive crops were raised on the Barnfield 
at Rothamsted, and so long as manure was applied the crops 
did well. 

IffMt ef Amnwnla on Wlroworma.— Certain observations at the 
Rothamsted Experimental Station have shown that ammonia 
(not sulphate of ammonia, but the base itself) is distinctly 
harmful to wireworms. This substance is produced in soils 
where liquid manure is applied and where sheep are folded on 
the land. A correspondent sends us a letter from a manure 
merchant quoting these facts, and stating that his organic 
manure is also a cure for wireworms, presumably through the 
liberation of ammonia. It should be pointed out that there 
is no evidence that ammonia is liberated from organic mamues 
in sufficient quantity at any one time to injure wireworms, 
and in no case is the material as unstable as urea, which is 
present in the excretions of sheep and in liquid manure. 

llm of BmIo SlBflT on Crnoo Land. — The attention of farmers in 
the eastern counties is directed to the interesting results obtained 
by Mr. G. Scott Robertson in Essex from the use of basic slag 
on grass land. As is well known there are several grades of 
slag, and Mr. Robertson’s object was to find out what difference 
existed between one and another. Broadly speaking, it appears 
that the high-grade slag is on the whole the best material to 
use, but it is approached very closely by the lower-grade slags, 
especially when these are used at a rate to ensure the applica- 
tion of sufficient phosphoric acid per acre. It would be un- 
reasonable, for example, to expect 5 cwt. of a 20 per cent, slag 
to be as effective as 5 cwt. of a 40 per cent, slag, and yet this is 
sometimes expected. The proper method is to allow for the 
percentage of phosphate in the slag in deciding what dressing 
to give, regarding 10 cwt. of the 20 per cent, slag as the true 
equivalent of 3 cwt. of the 40 per cent. slag. 

Perhaps the most striking feature of the results is the fact 
that the slag has acted well on the Essex grass land in spite of 
the prevailing dryness. The rainfall is low, the soils are not 
wet, and yet the slag has proved effective. This is shown not 
only by the yields, but to a remarkable extent by the botanical 
analysis of the herbage. On the unmanmed grass land only 
about one-third of the soil is covered with grass and clover ; 
of the remainder nearly half the surface of the soil is bare, and 
about a quarter is covered with weeds. On the slagged land, 
however, practically the whole surface is covered — ^haU of it 
with clover, the remainder mainly with grass and with only a 
small proportion of weeds. 
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. A further interesting result is that finely-ground mineral 
phosphate gives satisfactory results on grass land, and can 
be tised if slag proves unobtainable. 

Although it is not usual to apply slag as late as this, farmers 
will do well to examine their grass land closely during the 
present season, and ascertain whether they should not apply 
slag early next autumn. 


COMPOUND MANURES. 

For various reasons farmers frequently have recourse to 
compound manures supplying in greater or less degree most 
of or all the food constituents required by plants. In such 
circmnstances the farmer can either purchase the ingredients 
of the mixture and mix them himself, or he can request a 
reliable manure merchant to compound a mixture according to 
his (the fanner’s) specification. The farmer knows the manurial 
requirements of his own land better than the merchant ; or 
if he is not certain on this point he can seek the aid of the 
agricultural organiser of his county, who is specially qualified 
to advise and who has a knowledge of local conditions. It is 
probably more economical for the farmer to do his own 
mixing, as he can employ his men on this work at slack periods 
and avoid the charge for mixing made by the merchant. 

Manure* which nmy and may not be mixed. — Sulphate of 
ammonia or other ammoniacal manure must not be mixed 
with any manure holding free lime, such as basic slag and basic 
superphosphate, nor should it be mixed with precipitated 
phosphates or with manures containing much carbonate of 
lime, such as Belgian and Algerian phosphates. The result of 
making such a mixture is the liberation of free ammonia, the 
presence of which, in the air, can be detected by its pungent 
odour. Sulphate of ammonia may, however, be mixed with 
superphosphate, bone manures, fish meal, nitrate of soda, salt 
and most forms of potash. Mixtures of sulphate of ammonia 
and superphosphate, or both of these along with salt and 
kainit, if not sown soon after being made, become moist 
and pasty ; this, however, can be obviated by including in 
the mixture a drying manure such as bone flour, fine bone 
. meal, or castor meal to the extent of at least 1 in 10. 

Nitrate of soda should not ordinarily be mixed with super- 
phosphate or dissolved bones ; not only may such a mixture 
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result in the loss of some of the nitrogen, but the mass is apt to 
become sticky and diflSicult to sow. The addition of a con- 
siderable proportion of drying manures, such as a fine bone meal 
or steamed bone flour, will remedy this. Nitrate of soda may 
be mixed with salt or any. potash manure without bad result. 
It may also be mixed wth basic slag and raw mineral phosphates, 
but tWs mixture should be used at once and not stored. 

Nitrolim may be mixed with basic slag, bones, or with any 
potash manure ; and .it- may -also be mixed with good, dry 
samples of superphosphate, although in this case a little heat 
may be developed and part of the water-soluble phosphate may 
be " reverted.” Nitrate of lime is not suitable for making 
mixtures. 

Superphosphate should not ordinarily be mixed with basic 
slag, precipitated phosphate, or ground mineral phosphate, 
as this results in the soluble phosphate of the superphosphate 
becoming insoluble in pure water (though readily soluble in 
soil water) to an extent dependent upon the lime present. 
On the other hand, bone flour and bone meal produce no such 
effect unless the mixture is allowed to lie for a long time, while 
they produce a dry, powdery mixture with the acid manure. 
Nevertheless, slag and superphosphate are frequently mixed for 
the reason that the mixture sows better than either ingredient 
alone and because any disadvantages that superphosphate may 
have on account of its acidity are removed. . A better mixture 
is obtained by using steamed bone flour instead of slag. 

How to mix MMuroo.--In making mixtures the ingredients 
should be very thoroughly incorporated in small quantities. 

Lumpy manures, before mixing, and the mixture when made, 
should be passed through a sieve and the remaining lumps 
carefully broken up. If the mixture is not to be sown imme- 
diately it should preferably not be bagged at once, owing to its 
tendency to set immediately after mixing, but should be 
allowed to lie in a heap for a few da}^, after which it may be 
broken up, turned through a riddle or harp, and then bagged. 
After this treatment the mixture will not readily set or become 
lumpy, and may be kept for weeks. The most important point 
is always to mix systematically in small quantities. 

CeiMral Mixtures. — Examples of general mixtures adapted 
for average conditions are given below for the different farm 
crops ; other mixtures may be cheaper or more suitable in 
particular cases. The total quantities stated should be sufficient 
for one acre imder average conditions. Other manures can 
be mixed together to give approximately the same composite 
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anal37ses, but only such as do not interact on each other 
dienucally should be used for this purpose (see above). 

In each case the percentage composition of the mixture has 
been ascertained by multiplying the weight (in cwt.) of each 
manure by its content of nitrogen, phosphate or potash, as the 
case may be, and dividing by the total weight of the mixture. 
The manures used are sulphate of ammonia containing 20 pa: 
cent, of nitrogen, superphosphate containing 30 per cent, of 
soluble phosphate, steamed bone flour containing i per cent, 
of nitrogen and 60 per cent, of insoluble phosphate, and sulphate 
of potash containing 49 per cent of potash. Maximum selling 
prices have been arranged for potash manures and sulphate of 
ammonia, particulars of which are set out in circulars F.P. 
5C1/S1 and F.P. 495/Si. Copies of these circulars may be 
obtained on application to the Ministry at 72, Victoria Street, 
London, S.W. 1. 


Wheat, Oats, Barley . — For application at seed time, or early spring 
for wheat after a com crop and not yet manured — 

Sulphate of ammonia. | cwt. = f xao X4/13 = 4'6 Nitrogen. 
Superphosphate, ij- cwt. = 3/2 X30 x4/i3 = i3-8 Sol. phosphate. 

Steamed bone flour A cwt ^ i ’' 4 A 3 = Nitrogen. 

bteamed bone flour,* cwt. — X4/1 3=9-2 Insol. phosphate. 


Sulphate of potash, ^ cwt. = | X49 X4/13 = 7-5 Potash, 

The percentage and composition of the mixture is, therefore : — 
4-7 nitrogen. 13-8 soluble phosphate, 9-2 insoluble phosphate, 
7-5 potash. 

Mangolds . — For application at seed time — Per cent. 


I \ cwt. Sulphate of ammonia 
2\ Superphosphate 
* ,, Steamed bone flour 

J ., Sulphate of potash 


/Nitrogen 5.7 

... \ Sol. phos. 14.3 

containing j J J 

Potash 7.0 


In addition it is advisable to apply separately about 4 cwt. 
per acre of common agricultural salt. 

Swedes, Turnips . — For application at seed time — Per cent. 


f cwt. Sulphate of ammonia 
3 , , Superphosphate 

I ,, Steamed bone flour 

,, Sulphate of potash 
Potatoes, Carrots , — For application at planting and seed time — 




^ Nitrogen 3 'o 

( Potash 4 ‘7 


I J cwt. Sulphate of ammonia 
3J ,, Superphosphate 
i , . Steamed bone flour 
I , , Sulphate of potash 
Beans, Peas, Lucerne, Sainfoin.' 


■■■■( 

-t 


Nitrogen 3 *9 

Sol. phos. 16*2 

Insol. phos. 7*0 

Potash 7*5 

■For application at seed time for 


containing 


beans and peas, and as a spring top-dressing for lucerne and 


sainfoin — 

J cwt. Sulphate of ammonia 
,, Superphosphate 
I Steamed bone flour 
I ,, Sulphate of potash 


Per cent. 
^Nitrogen 2*0 

containing 5 

® y Insol. phos. 10-9 

(.Potash 4*5 
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“ Seeds ** Hay, — As for oats. For application in early spring. 

Meadow Hay , — ^For application in early spring — Per cent, 

I cwt. Sulphate of ammonia /Nitrogen 4'5 

2i „ Superphosphate •• C 1 Sol. phos. 167 

I „ StLned tone flour . . f 

I „ Sulphate of potash .. ) ( Pota^ 5’4 

The main object of introducing steamed bone flour into the 
mixtures is that it may act as a " drier ” and thus facilitate 
distribution. Fine bone meal or castor meal might be used 
instead, with similar eifects, 

{This article is also issued separatdy as Leaflet No. 344.) 


FARMING OF THE UNITED KINGDOM 
IN PEACE AND IN WAR: THE 
PLOUGH POLICY AND ITS RESULTS.* 

Sir Thomas Middleton, K.B.E., C.B., 

Development Commission. 

White races, especially the peoples of the British Empire, 
Central Europe, and the United States, largely increased their 
consumption of meat in the period between the Napoleonic 
and the Great War. From the standpoint of economy in 
food this has been an expensive change, siiKe the amount of 
human food that may be produced from the soil in the form of 
meat is much less than the quantity that may be produced in 
the form of grain and vegetables. It follows that for peoples 
who during war are compelled to live on a meagre diet, or who, 
in reaping war’s aftermath, are required to restore civilisation 
and to study economy in personal expenditure, there is no 
better food policy than to return to the sufficient, if less 
attractive, diet of their forefathers. During the period of 
reconstruction and poverty that must follow war, as well as 
throughout the struggle itself, a prudent nation should adopt 
the motto “ Down Horn, Up Com,” i.e., they should reduce 
expenditure on the products of live stock and increase expendi- 
ture on the direct products of the soil. 

This may seem to be a strange motto for a year, characterised 
so far as British agriculture is concerned, by higher prices 
for cattle than have ever been known before, and it must in 
particular appear strange'to the farmer, whose experience in 


•An address delivered to the A«icultural Society, University College 
of Wales, Aberyst w yth, on 19th December, 1919. 
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the past half century has taught him that the converse motto 
" Down Com, Up Horn ” has saved him from financial ruin. 

It would ill become me to condemn the farming policy which 
has been adopted by British agriculturists since the “ ’seventies.” 
It wa? a system of husbandry well adapted for a rich country 
ready to pay for all the beef and mutton that could be produced, 
well adapted, too, for a nation that took cheapness, not certainty 
of supply, as the gauge of a satisfactory food policy, and 
that regarded the soil as raw material for the creation of wealth, 
not as a storehouse from which ample stocks of food might be 
provided. 

Moreover, our recent system of farm management fitted in 
with the commercial policy of the Nation ; during the past 
50 years Britain cultivated the resources of the sea as steadily 
as she neglected the resources of her home land. When, after 
the disastrous harvests of the late ” 'seventies,” stock-farming 
began to supplant corn-growing, grain was a commodity which 
could easily be carried in ships ; but meat could not, and live 
cattle were indifferent occupants of cargo space. By trans- 
ferring our corn-growing to other lands we were not only saved 
the necessity of tilling our own fields, but we provided valuable 
merchandise for sea transport and a convenient commodity 
for which our manufactured goods could be bartered. There 
were, therefore, reasons which appealed to others than farmers 
for abandoning tillage, for importing bread corn, and for pro- 
ducing meat at home. 

It is true that before the outbreak of war the early position had 
been modified by the development of the trade in chilled and 
frozen meat ; but meat production had secured a strong hold 
on the British farmer and the quality of home-fed meat on the 
British public. Thus when war broke out stock-farming was 
universally admitted to be not only the paramount British 
industry, but to be the only type of farming worth serious 
consideration in most parts of the country. 

Method* UMKI In ••tlmatlng th* Food Roqulromonto of Natlono. — 
I shall presently contrast the importance of stock-farming and 
com growing as it existed before the War : but let me first 
allude to the methods used in estimating the food requirements 
of nations and the food-producing capacity of cultivated 
land. 

The policy specially associated with the Food Production 
Department came as a shock to the average agriculturist. 
He could not understand the actions of those whom he termed 
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the “ plough maniacs." To him it seemed as if the emissaries 
of the Department were bent on destroying a sure and certain 
sppply of food in search of probleipatical advantages. ' ‘ Are not 
b(wf and mutton," he asked, as necessary foods for men and 
women as wheat «ind oats." ? " When our children cry for 
milk can we offer them potatoes.” ? 

In adopting a plough policy, it may here be remarked, the 
Food Production Department were not forgetful of the cpm- 
merdal advantages of stock-farming on grass land ; but in 
facing the conditions imposed by war, their problem was to 
secure the largest possible amount of human food from the soil 
of the country. In giving effect to this policy they were 
limited by scarcity of labour and manure, and it was, therefore, 
necessary to adapt their methods to the special circumstances 
of the time and to neglect the less important question of fanning 
profits. 

In ascertaining the food needs of a whole country, the total 
requirements may be estimated by different methods. In 
pre-war times, when the country could import what it wanted, 
it was merely necessary to purchase the number of tons of beef, 
mutton, wheat, sugar, butter, etc., for which there was an 
effective demand, but, on the outbreak of war, these commodi- 
ties could not be secured in imlimited quantities, and, as the 
War progressed, ships could not be provided to carry all the 
foodstuffs that could be purchased in other. countries. We 
had, for example, to substitute margarine made from West 
African palm-nut kernels for Danish butter, and American 
maize for Australian wheat. In feeding the human population 
we had, therefore, to adopt the methods familiar to farmers 
in connection with the preparation of rations for live stock, 
and to provide from the best available sources the essential 
proteins, fats and carbohydrates required in food. 

In dealing with a large mixed population, so long as a 
sufficiency of bread, margarine and milk can be assured, the 
best means of comparing the value of one foodstuff \rith that 
of another is to determine what is known as the “ enej^ 
value." Most of the food which is eaten is burnt up in the 
body, just as fuel is burnt up in the furnace of a boiler, and 
in “ burning ” it produces energy which maintains such ■vital 
processes as the movement of the muscles, the circulation of 
the blood, and digestion. As the result of the food eaten, 
work is done by the body, just as work is done by a 
locomotive because of the energy released from the coal con- 
sumed in the furnace. 
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The unit employed to measure " energy value ' ’ is th^ Calorie, 
that i^ the quantity of heat needed to raise i kilog. of water 
fr<«ni5®toi6®C. 

The number of Calories which must be supplied in food 
depends chiefly on the nature of a man’s work. When resting 
in bed, and it is only necessary to maintain the vital functions, , 
it has been found that a man of average weight uses up about 
1,830 Calories per day. If engaged in very light work, e.g., 
walking to a classroom and listening to lectiures, not less than 
2,500 would be required ; assuming a normal amount of 
exercise 3,000 to 3,500 would be necessary. In hard training 
the potential “ blue ” may need 5,000, or more. 

Before the War the average amount of food provided per man 
in the United Kingdom would supply about 3,400 Calories 
per day, or, including women and children, about 1,130,000 
per head per annum for the whole population of the country. 
For purposes of calculation, we may take the round figure 

1.000. 000 Calories per person per annum as representing the 
needs of a mixed population in the United Kingdom. 

Chief Farm Produota of the United Kingdom. — We may now 
proceed to study the agriculture of the United Kingdom as it 
existed before the War, for the purpose of discovering the 
relative money values and. food values of the crops and live 
stock which we then produced. 

In Table 1 . (p. 1196) I have brought together the necessary 
data. The figures are the annual averages for the five-year 
period, 1909-13. Prices are given per customary unit, i.e., 
per qr. of wheat, per cwt. of meat, butter, etc., and per gal. of 
milk ; the weight sold is shown in thousands of tons ; the money 
value in thousands of pounds ; and the energy value in millions 
of Calories. The upper part of the table gives details, the lower 
presents a summary. 

It is apparent at a glance that in the United Kingdom live- 
stock farming was paramount. It may be shown that 

36.000. 000 acres were devoted to producing meat and milk as 
against 2,950,000 to the growing of wheat and potatoes. The 
sales of live stock and of stock products totalled some 
£z$i, 000,000 per annum, while wheat and potatoes produced 
^26,750,000 o^y. 

The entire food supply of our live stock is not, however, 
produced from the soils of the country. We import feeding 
stuffs for which farmers paid some £32,000,000 per annum in 
1909-13. These feeding stuffs have considerable manurtal 
value, and we may write off £6.000,000 as the sum due for 
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manure by the land used for raising other saleable products 
than live stock. This would indicate the value of the live 
stock and live-stock products of the United Kingdom to be 
^^125,000,000 per annum in the period 1909-13. 

It may be remarked in this connection that the trade in 
exporting cattle and sheep, though valuable to those engaged 
in it, was relatively very small in the period under review. 

Let us now tium our attention to examining the returns 
per acre in money and food whidi we get from the land of the 
United Kingdom. 

When for " total value ” we substitute “ value per acre ” 
there is less reason for the complacency with which we have 
hitherto regarded the results of our live-stock farming. When 

Table I. — Yield and Value of the Chief Farm Products 
OF the United Kingdom, 1909-13. 


Column 4 includes the value of by-products — Hides, Wool, 
Potatoes used for Feeding, etc. 


Product. 

Price. 

Quantity 

Sold. 

Money 

Value. 

Energy 

Value. 



Tdhs. 

£ 

C. 



000 

000 

000,000 

Wheat (1,800,000 acres) . . 

325 - 

1,393 

12,000 

3,600,000 

Potatoes (1,150,000 acres) 

70s. 

4,000 

14.750 

4,000,000 

Beef and Veal 

57 ^- 

810 

52,000 

2,380,000 

Cattle Exported . . 


— 

196 

— 

Mutton and Lamb 

62 s. 

326 

25,000 

1,072,000 

Sheep Exported 

— 

1 - 

59 

— 

Pork, Bacon, Ham 

63s. 

400 

25,000 

1,814,000 

Milk 


4,430 

32,000 

3,220,000 

Butter 


112 

i 4 » 5 ®o 

900,000 

Cheese 

735 * 

29 

2,150 

116,000 


— — 

1 78,000 

17,100,000 


Summary after deducting three-fourths of Value of 
Imported Feeding Stuffs. 


j 1 

! Money Value. 

Energy Value. 

Acres. i 

- 


Total. jPerAcreJ 

Total. 

Per Acre. 

1 000 £000 I 

C. 


1 ' 

000,000 

000,000 

2 * 57 ^ 

Wheat, Potatoes .. | 2,950 26,750 1 182s. 
live Stock , . . . 36,000 ' 125,000 ' 69s. 

' \ \ \ 

7,600,000 

8,000,000 

*222 
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a deduction for imported feeding stuffs has been made we find 
that the receipts from live stock come out at about 69s, 5d. 
per cultivated acre (the very considerable value of the stock 
grazing, some 15,000,000 acres of mountain and heath land, 
has been thrown in) as against 182s. per acre realised from 
wheat and potatoes. When, further, we examine the energy 
value of the products raised, the relative importance of stock 
and of crop farming takes an entirely new aspect. Whereas 
the energy value of the former is but ’22 million Calories per 
acre, the energy value of the latter amomits to 2 ‘57 million. 
In other words the meat, milk, etc., produced by 100 acres 
devoted to stock farming would supply energy for 22 persons 
for a year, while 100 acres cropped with wheat and potatoes in 
the proportions indicated in Table I. wovild provide a supply 
for 257 persons. 

A few additional figures indicating the production of energy 
by common crops may be of interest in this connection. 

If the average yield of our crops be taken, it may be shown 
that each 100 acres imder crop would provide energy for the 
following numbers of persons : Wheat about 200, potatoes 
400, oat 150, mangolds converted into meat 40, meadow hay 
converted into meat 12 to 14. If, further, we assume a farm 
to be worked on a six-course rotation — ^wheat, potatoes, oats, 
roots, barley, clover — ^it may be shown that, per 100 acres, 
energy for about 150 persons could be produced ; on grass 
land of average quality, half producing meat and half milk, 
the correspondirg figure would lie somewhere between 
15 and 20. 

Rreduetlon on nouvhod Land and Graoa Land. — Some years ago 
in giving evidence before Lord Selbome’s Reconstruction 
Committee, I estimated that before the War the ploughed land 
of the country was feeding 84 persons per 100 acres, while the 
grass land was probably feeding about 20. From the figures 
in Table I. above, it wpuld seem that this estimate of the produc- 
tion of grass land was too high. At that time I calculated the 
5deld from grass by three methods, which gave the figures 17, 
20 and 21 respectively. Table I. indicates that the joint 
produce of some 14 million acres of arable land and some 22 
million acres of grass provide energy for 22 persons per 100 
acres. I have not actually calculated the respective shares of 
the grass and arable, but if this were done it would be found 
that the figure for the number of persons maintained by 100 
acres of average grass land before the War was nearer 17 than 
20 . 
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In this connection 1 should explain that the figures showing 
meat production in the period 1909-13 are based on the 
official figures of the Ministry of Agriculture and the Board of 
Trade. The experience of the Ministry of Food points to the 
conclusion that we have over-estimated our pre-war home meat 
supply. 

The Population malntalnod by British SelL — ^The changes in our 
system of fanning in the past 50 years have had one result 
which I believe few among us have realised. It is that, in 
spite of the great advances made by British farmers between the 
close of the Napoleonic wars and the depression of the late 
'seventies, the population we were feeding from our own soil 
in the period 1909-13 was little greater than it'was a century 
before, and it was substantially less than it was 75 years 
ago. 

In the period 1 801-10 the soil of the United Kingdom fed 
about 16 J millions, and in the period 1831-40 about 24^ millions, 
while in 1909-13 I estimate the number to have been 17^ 
millions. The standard of living had, of coiurse, much advanced 
by the beginning of the 20th centiury ; beef and mutton were 
more plentiful, oatmeal and potatoes were less in evidence ; 
but in spite of this change in the quality of the food British 
agriculture has no reason to be proud of the results of her 
efforts to maintain the British people. It is true that the 
British people did not ask to be supplied with food from their 
own land, and more and more relied on imports ; thus they 
entered on the World War with a supply of home-grown food 
; that would last them from about 6 p.m. on Friday till lo.o a.m. 
pn Monday in each week. Nor is there, it may be remarked, 
any substantial change to-day ; we are more or less cheerfully, 
according to our dispositions and our knowledge, or want of 
knowledge, facing a world situation which, in the matter of 
food production, no one can forecast, with a week-end supply 
assured from our own land. 

The nouNh PoUoy* — It was generally known that the greater 
pBrt of Britain’s food supply came from overseas, but in 1914 
it was not generally realised that from the products of our own 
soil we were feeding a population very little larger than the 
population which the land of the country maintained a century 
biefore. Nor was it realised that this state of affairs was largely 
caused by the system of husbandry which our farmers were 
forced to adopt because of the depression of the late yeaus 
of the 19th century. 
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In September, 1915, in a paper read before the Manchester 
Meeting of the British Association,* I contrasted the effects 
which the adoption of different systems of farming had upon 
the nation’s food supply, and from time to time thereafter 
I urged the importance of breaking up grass land ; but, though 
a plough policy was widely advocated in the autumn of 1915, 
no active steps to secure the ploughing up of grass land were 
taken. 

In 1916 in a Memorandum on “ The Recent Development of 
German Agriculture ”f I contrasted the farming system of 
Britain and Germany in their effect on food supply, and 
indicated that our enemy was able to feed about twice as 
many people per 100 acres as we were, and that this was not 
due to the larger crops grown in Germany, but to the greater 
area under tillage. The lessons of this contrast were enforced 
by the position of our food supplies at the time. 

The year 1916 was a disastrous one from the standpoint of the 
Allies’ food. The wheat crops of North America and the potato 
crops of Europe were very poor. It was clear by the autumn of 
the year that there would be a great shortage of both bread 
stuffs and potatoes in the following season. Potatoes, indeed, 
were very scarce as early as November, 1916. 

Immediately after the change of Government in December, 

1916, the new President of the Board of Agriculture (Mr. 
Prothero) decided to set up a special Department of the Board 
to promote the interests of food production. In January, 

1917, the Food Production Department started its existence 
at 72, Victoria Street, and the new Agricultural Executive 
Committees began work in their respective counties. During 
the month the food outlook grew steadily worse, and public 
interest in food production was thoroughly aroused. 

Good progress was made by the movement, and even ih 
1917 substantial additions to the area under com and potatoes 
in England and Wales were secured. But by the spring of 
1917 fanners had already, for the most part, settled their 
cropping for the year, and it was recognised that no great 
increase in production would be possible until the following 
season. Attention was, therefore, concentrated on preparations 
for the harvest of 1918. 

In the first place, estimates were made of the greatest area 
whidi could be got under tillage assuming all conditions 
to be favourable ; a programme for each county was then 

• See this Journal, September, 1915, p. 520. 
t „ „ „ August, Wie, p. 426. 
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drawn up ; and a survey was arranged and estimates were made 
of the men, horses, and machinery that would be required to 
carry out the programme. Needless to say there were very 
great difficulties to be surmoimted, both by the Agricultural 
Executive Committees in finding the land and by the central 
Department in securing labour, machinery and supplies. I 
do not, however, propose to dwell on our methods or our 
difficulties, but to pass on to the results. 

Table II. shows the change in the cropping of England and 
Wales in 1918, as compared with the pre-war period 1905-14 ; 
figures for 1871-75 are also given. 

From this Table it will be seen that the " average loo-acre 
farm ” of England and Wales had 44 acres under crops other 
than grass and fodders in the ’seventies, that this area fell to 
31 i acres before the War, but that in 1918 there was a sharp 
recovery, and the average farm had 38 acres under tillage. 
The area under corn in 1918 was only i per cent, less than it 


Table II. — England and Wales. 


Crops and Live Stock per 100 acres of Cultivated Land. 
{The “ average"’ 100 acres of Cultivated Land has, in addition, 
14 acres of Hill Pasture available for Stock Raising.) 



1871-75. 

i 

^ 1905-14. 

19x8. 

Permaaent Grass 

44*4 

58-4 

54*0 

Rotation Grasses, Covers, Sainfoin, 




Lucerne 

II ’5 

T0*I 

7-9 

Total Grass and Cover 

55*9 

68*5 

61 *9 

Cereal Crops 

27*2 

19-6 i 

26*2 

Including Wheat 

12-8 , 

6-4 1 

9*5 

Beans and Peas 

3’3 , 

1*6 

1*3 

Potatoes . . 

1*4 

1*6 

2*3 

Turnips, Swedes, Mangolds 

7*4 

57 

4-9 

Cabbage, Rape, Vetches, etc 

2*5 

i*8 

1*7 

Bare Fallow 

2*3 

1*2 

1*5 


Stock. 



1871-75. 

X 905-14. 

X918. 

Agricultural Horses (including Colts) 
Cow and Heifers in Milk or in Calf , , 

Other Cattle • . 

Sheep 

Kgs 

4'2 

6-8 1 ^ 

10-8 ( ^7*6 
81 *4 

3*7 

1 

8-6^' 
12-7 (**'3 
68-6 

8-7 

4'3 

if -11 “S’" 

6 r*o 

6*3 
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was before the depression, and the area under potatoes was 
I per cent, greater. If we take the crops chiefly grown for 
human food — ^wheat and potatoes — ^we find 12 acres on the 
average loo-acre farm of 1918, as compared with 8 acres 
before the War and 14 acres in the period 1871-75. 

In the early part of 1918, however, no criticism of the work 
of the Food Production Department was more familiar than 
that “ acres ” were being sought after at the expense of 
“ bushels,” and quite a number of our critics prophesied that 
when, after harvest, the gains and losses were reckoned up, 
the net result would be trifling. 

Let us, therefore, compare the harvest figures of 1918 with 
those of the pre-war period of 1905-14. Figures, based upon 
the Agricultural Returns, are given in Table III. 

Table III. — ^England and Wales. 


Production of Grain and Potatoes, 1905-14 and 1918 ; Figures 
in thousands of tons. 



Total Yield. 



Crop. 



Increase or I 

Decrease ( — ) in 1918 . 1 


1905-14. 

1918. 






Weight. 

Per Cent. 

Wheat 

1.534 

2,339 

805 

52 

♦Barley 

1,190 

1,228 

38 

3 

♦Oats 

1.457 

2,056 

599 

41 

Rye 

25 

1 b 3 

38 

150 

Beans 

243 

206 

-37 

-15 

Peas 

1 

115 I 

1 100 

-15 

-13 

Total Grain . . 

4.565 

5.993 

1,428 

' 31 

Potatoes 

2,678 

4.209 

1.531 

57 


From the figures in this Table it will be seen that in the last 
year of the War (favoured, it should be remarked, by a season 
better than average) England and Wales produced 52 per cent, 
more wheat, 41 per cent, more oats, 31 per cent, more grain of 
all kinds, and 57 per cent, more potatoes than on the average 
of the period 1905-14, Reckoning potatoes as equal to one- 
fifth of the weight of grain, the increase in grain crops and 
potatoes equalled some 1,733,000 tons. 

The root and hay crops of 1918 occupied a smaller area and 
were lower in 3deld than the average, and, assuming the reduc- 
tion to have been borne by beef and mutton (not by milk and 

* la X 91 8 “ mixed corn ** was “ returned for the first time. The esti* 
mated yield was 620,000 qr. As mixed corn ** consists chiefly of barley and 
oats the produce has been added to the barley and oat crops of 19x8 in equal 
amounts. 

4 L 
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pork) we may have lost, because of this shortage in fodder (but 
probably did not lose) as much as 100,000 tons of meat. After 
making a deduction for this loss, the net gain in 1918 repre- 
sented 1,633,000 tons of human food. To bring this food into 
the country it would have been necessary to charter vessels 
having an aggregate capacity of 2,300,000 shipping tons of 
40 cubic feet. 

These changes, it will readily be understood, were not secured 
without a very great deal of work which fell not only upon 
farmers themselves and their men, but also on members and 
officers of the Agricultural lixecutive Committees, and on the 
staff of the Food Production Department. 

The following figures will indicate the scale •‘on which the 
Central Department was organised. Starting with some 30 
permanent officers of the Board of Agriculture and Fisheries, 
a staff of about 1,000 was employed in 1918. Before the end of 
1918 the controlled labour supplied to Agricultural Executive 
Committees through the Department included 118,000 persons, 
of whom 72,000 were soldiers, 30,000 prisoners of war, 4,000 
war volunteers, and 11,500 Land Army women. By this 
time, too, the Department owned 4,200 tractors and 10,000 
horses, with many thousands of implements and sets of harness. 
In addition a great deal of work was done in supplying fertilisers, 
distributing seeds, and providing such necessaries as binder 
twine, 

I'he cost of all this work was necessarily high, but there was 
much more than a direct return in the value of the extra crops 
secured ; crops which, but for the action of the Department, 
would never have been grown : and, needless to say, it was not 
for a pecuniary profit, but as an insurance against the risk 
of starvation that the Department was established. 

Gould the United Klnardom beoome eelf-eupportlng: ? — It is 
sometimes stated that given suitable encouragement by the 
State, and an ample supply of machinery and manures, the soil 
of this country might provide us with all the bread-stuffs we 
require, and at the same time maintain the present production 
of milk, beef, and mutton. 

Let us examine this view, first, as a Peace proposition. 
Assuming that by good farming we could not only largely 
extend the area under corn, but maintain the existing average 
production of the soils of the United Kingdom, the figures in 
Table IV. show the area that would be required to provide us 
with aU the cereal grain (except rice and certain millets) used 
in the United Kingdom in the period 1909-13. 
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Table IV. — ^Area necessary to grow all the Corn used 
IN THE United Kingdom. 


Maize replaced by other Cereals. Rice and Millets omitted. Land 
assumed to produce an average crop of the period 1909-13. 


1 Wheat. ! 

' i 

Barley. 

Oats. 

Rye. 

Total. 


Tons. 

Tons. 

I'ons. 

Tons. 

Tons. 


000 

000 

000 

000 

000 

Grain or Flour, etc., as 






Grain Imported, 1909-13 

5.805 

1,070 

948 

49 

7.872 

Maize equivalent . . 

292 

1,240 

1,056 

— 

2.588 

Addition for Seed 

677 

192 [ 

143 

4 

1,016 

Total extra Grain required 

6.774 

2,502 1 

2.147 1 

' ! 

53 

11.476 


Acres. 

Acres. | 

Acres. 

Acres. 

Acres. 


000 

000 , 

000 

000 1 

000 

Area wanted for extra Grain j 

775-27 

37I27 

3,006 

67 

137727 

Area in United Kingdom, , 


1 

i 



1909-13 

1,887 

1.845 i 

4,040 

! ^>2 

7.834 

Total Area necessary 

9.414 

4.972 ; 

7.046 

j 

21.561 


In the Table I give the weight of wheat, barley, oats and rye 
imported in the average year of the period 1909-13. As maize 
cannot be grown here, it has been replaced by other cereals, 
I have assumed that one-eighth would be replaced by wheat, 
half by barley, and three-eighths by oats. I have next added 
the quantity of seed that would be required to produce the 
imported grain, and I arrive at a figure of 11,476,000 tons 
as representing the total extra requirements of cereals. It 
would take 13,727,000 acres to grow this weight of grain, and 
adding the 7,837,000 acres already under white crops we 
arrive at a figure of 21,564,000 acres, as the total area that 
would be wanted if the United Kingdom were required to 
grow its own corn. The present average yield could not be 
maintained on so large an area, if we had to depend on the 
varieties of wdieat, etc., now available ; but assuming that the 
difficulty of maintaining the average yield w(Te overcome, we 
should still have to hunt for suitable land. Continuous com 
growing we may put out of consideration, except in certain 
parts of the Eastern and South-Eastern Counties, and if I were 
ordered to grow 21^ million acres of corn in the United Kingdom 
I would demand for the purpose some 43 to 45 million acres of 
arable land ; otherwise it would be impossible, however great 
were my resources in labour and capital, to maintain the land 
itself in a reasonably good state of cultivation. But there 
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are less than 47 million acres of cultivated land available 
altogether. So that the task of finding 43 millions for the 
purpose would clearly be impossible. 

But let us examine a more practical question. Assuming 
that the United Kingdom were engaged in another great war, 
that stocks in hand and imports could supply bread-stuffs 
until after the second war harvest and that, profiting by the 
experience of 1914-18, immediate steps were taken to increase 
production, could the country be starved into surrender ? 
There may never again be such a war as that which we have 
experienced, and if there were we cannot predict what size of 
population the soil would be called upon to support ; but the 
answer is stiU worth attempting while the experience of 1918 
is fresh in our memories. 

To provide the minimum rations of bread that would be 
required to maintain the present population of the United 
Kingdom in health, and in addition to provide small rations 
of grain for farm horses, cows and other essential live stock, 
it would be necessary to grow about 14 million acres of corn 
The approximate cropping of this area would be ; — 

5.000. 000 acres of wheat "I 

2,500,000 „ barley > for human bread-stufis, meal. etc. 

3.000. 000 „ oats j 

3,000,000 ,, oats . . for live stock. 

500,000 „ barley for brewing or munitions. 

In the year 1918 Ireland grew 1,933,000 acres of corn In 
any future war, as in 1914-18, the live-stock and potato 
industries would be likely to receive closest attention, we 
might put the Irish contribution to the total grain area 
at 2,000,000 acres. It would thus be necessary to secure 
12,000,000 acres within Great Britain. The actual area grown 
in 1918 was : England and Wales, 7,080,000 acres, ; Scotland, 
1,370,000 acres ; or 8,450,000 acres in all. This would leave 
the authorities the formidable, but, in my judgment, by no 
means impossible, task of securing in the second season after 
the outbreak of hostilities 3J million acres more com than 
Great Britain grew in 1918. 
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THE FAREWELL RALLY 
OF THE WOMEN’S LAND ARMY, 
AND A RETROSPECT. 

N. Frida Hartley. 

The 27th November last marked the return to more normal 
labour conditions in agriculture by a Final Rally of the Women’s 
Land Army. It was held in the Drapers’ Hall, London, where 
Princess Mary presented Distinguished Service Bars to 57 
women, all of whom had won their honours for deeds of bravery 
or special skill or devotion in their duties. 

Those who were present received a very forcible impression 
of the high standard of physical strength in the women and 
of their general appearance of freshness after their hard 
service. These massed groups of girls from the counties 
represented a page in the history of agriculture and an epoch 
in their own working lives. If it is contended that they were 
a picked lot and stood for the flower of the Land Army, it 
must also be remembered that, coming in the first place from 
all classes of industrial life, many of them had been made or 
had made themselves what they are to-day. 

The two and a half years of the life of the Land Army, 
may be said to border on romance. The scheme appeared as 
one item in the National Service programme of 1917, without 
precedent and without any assurance of success. It was built 
up in doubt, launched in a sea of opposition, and had perforce 
to sink or swim on its own entirely untried merits. Its romantic 
element comes in a peculiar triumph of its own, which it has 
gained by its own struggle against obstacles and because it has 
in the end achieved so much more than its own original in- 
tentions of providing a stop-gap for labour shortage. 

It is fully recognised by now that during its lifetime two 
time- worn notions, both strangely contradictory one to another, 
have decayed and crumbled into ruins ; one, that this land work 
which the women have found to be so worthy a thing, was 
beneath female dignity, and the other that agriculture, in 
which they have found so good a place, covers at the same 
time too robust a field of knowledge and makes too large a 
demand on physical strength to find a place for their finer 
perceptions and powers of mere personal devotion. The 
breaking down of the barriers and the discovery that, after 
all, this fineness of perception and power of devotion were. 
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to a remarkable degree, adaptable to certain aspects of farm 
life, and the consequent opening out of a new career to women 
with pluck and determination, may be called the professional 
triumph of the Land Army. 

But there are other and more hximan issues none the less 
valuable, and one felt that it was essentially the human and 
individual point of view that was touched upon that night of 
farewell. The atmosphere, as one by one the women walked 
unostentatiously up the dais to receive their honours, suggested 
to those who understood the needs of the working girl nothing 
so much as a great awakening and a great renewal. It was 
charged with hope and with infinite possibilities for her future 
as well as of her present triimiph against odds. The hope 
indeed touched upon other results of the great struggle made 
by women on behalf of women than one newly-opened career, 
and suggested for the years to come a raising of the whole 
status of the industrial class of working women, and of new 
efforts to be put forth by those who had the results of her 
training before their very eyes that night of commemora- 
tion. 

For those who knew the conditions under which the poorer 
class of girls worked before the War have been literally amazed, 
not at the change that had been made in them — for they had 
long ago realised the good stuff they had in them — ^but the 
rapidity in which this change had been brought about. The 
loafer and the unintelligent factory hand have left incon- 
sequence and apathy behind, and from the mere wage-earnei 
had developed into the enthusiast. One has only to know one 
or two cases to realise how wonderful this transformation has 
been. Patriotic instincts, for the most part unborn in this 
class of girl, gave keenness at the start and esprit-de-corps 
as time went on. The training and the individual care filled 
as large a blank in the life of the poor worker as she and her 
kind had done in the labour shortage, and their hope lay also 
in the new knowledge of those who had not realised this be- 
fore. There had been something else in the making of the 
successful land girl than the freshness of open-air life and the 
mysterious contact with Nature which has power to touch the 
fundamental in the human being. The mere dealing with the 
Natural elements without the accompan3nng use of the brain 
and the perceptions is apt to dull, and it was because the land 
girl has been inspired at the start to work with a purpose and 
an ideal, that her development was so sound, and her progress 
so marked. The new effort literally kindled her into life. 
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And there was another side to the picture that night, for it 
touched upon the best of things by which, after all, all hopes 
of progress must be judged. One felt with all the inevitable 
jars which had attended the administration, and the acceptance 
of so unprecedented a scheme, the entrance of the young 
Land Army girl into the somewhat tired agricultural world, 
with her Women Organisers behind her backing her for every 
ounce she was worth, and the girl, herself ignorant as she was 
full of the eagerness and of the appeal of youth, had really had 
a remarkably refreshing and humanising effect upon agricultural 
conditions and upon the British farmer himself. The writer, 
hailing from a county where a certain dry kindly humour is 
often the saving grace of a temperament stifled by hard con- 
ditions and labour, is convinced that the very troubles of the 
new worker, the absurd happiness of her, the whimsicality, 
and, in short, the utter unexpectedness of her, had the most 
wholesome effect of all from a human point of Anew upon the 
Gilder-fashioned men ! 

That the advent of this whimsicality and this unexpectedness 
would have caused an outcry indeed in the farming world 
which has, perforce to take itself very seriously, had it not been 
accompanied by a steadily growing efficiency, goes without 
saying ! One shudders to imagine the results of the materiali- 
sation of the nightmare regularly dreamed by one of the oldest 
types of farmers : that a bevy of finnicky, nonsensical ladies, 
with skirts held up and buttoned up boots,” had, by order of 
the Government, invaded his farm, turning up their noses at 
his pigstyes, and his muck heap, spoiling by their dignified 
presence his after-dinner nap, smoke and joke. After long 
persuasion the dream of that farmer did materialise, but to 
his utter amazement it took the form first of a shy, eager 
trainee, in a dress which he would not have dared to contemplate 
before but of which he saw the peculiar suitability, and, after 
he had used a little patience, of a strapping, commonsense 
land girl who kept his yard and his pigstyes as he had never 
kept them, and was quite as ready for her joke and her smoke 
after supper as he was himself. He took great credit to himself 
for the result of his patience, but to the end he declared that 
she was addicted to tantrums quite peculiar to her sex which, 
together with his pride in her, so tickled his fancy and his 
sense of humour that he became a wiser and, strange to say, a 
happier man. The old-fashioned farmer has been blamed for 
prejudice at the start, and prejudice there undoubtedly was, 
but it was a natural sequence to old conditions, and to traditions 
which had more of dignity than is commonly supposed. 



i2o8 Farewell Rally, Women’s Land Army, [mar.. 


Much of his doubt was due to a perfectly natural sense of 
chivalry, and the dislike of the idea that a woman should have 
to do the rough work which his man had alwa}^ done. In his 
opinion it was not the time for such considerations as better 
housing, a new standard of wages, and hours, and government 
interference. It must have seemed to many men that the 
demand for this consideration only proved his contention that 
general farm work was not suitable for women, except at 
seasonal times when they might be employed locally because 
he could not do without them. Then, when it was clearly 
explained to him that he could not even merely supplement his 
labour with organised and subsidised women labour but must 
accept the latter wholly with its attendant conditions, and 
when growing shortage compelled him to give up the idea that 
the scheme was instituted merely for the pushing of women 
into agriculture, he settled down and matters began to 
improve. 

He soon began to see that if he was to get the best out of his 
girl he must give her a chance, give her time to do the all- 
important thing in the eyes of the small farmer — “ get into his 
ways.” In the North of England, at any rate, where a farmer’s 
ways are very much his own and very little those of anyone 
else, this is the essential thing, and he began to use patience. 
With patience, if the girl was willing and had commonsense, 
came interest, and soon he began to watch her progress with a 
kindlier eye than merely to mark her increasing worth of her wage . 
It has been a joy to watch the growing companionship and 
understanding ^tween some of the best of the women and their 
employers, and the way in which the latter have fallen in with 
the more individual and human outlook of the women. " That 
gell,” remarked a farmer, leaning over his gate with his pipe 
in his mouth and watching his yoimg worker handling calves 
with a sort of passionate deftness in her movements, " treats 
they calves as if they was babies instead of machines in the 
ma^ng, and blame me if I don't think they’re the gainer all 
along. What there is in beasts she gets out of them, and that’s 
a deal more than I ever thought to look for before.” 

Some very creditable all-round farm hands began to shQw 
themselves amongst the newly-trained girls, together with 
some extremely creditable milkers and stockwomen. Then 
there came those women who in the face of a storm of doubt 
and incredulity had specialised — the thatchers, the threshers 
and the tractor drivers. The thatchers could not be supplied 
fast enough, the threshers — a job which many of the farmers 
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stoutly declared to be far too hard for women — were fully 
employed, and there was no more popular work amongst the 
girls. The tractor drivers went ahead and took the field with 
honours, and interest grew stronger. There was amongst the 
women who received the Bar that night, one who had ploughed 
land which no man cared to touch, and yet she possessed, 
apparently, no undue measure of physical strength. Employers 
began to be convinced of a fact which the pioneers amongst 
them had contested all along, that although a woman could 
not take the place of a man in point of view of physical strength 
and a general day’s work, she could in certain circumstances 
achieve by her quickness of perception and deftness of handling 
and by the very enthusiasm of youth, what he could or would 
not, and it was just there that the women began to rouse the 
honest recognition of the more backward employers. They 
saw that although her sphere of work on his farm might be 
Umited, it was none the less valuable within its own scope. 
There is no more appreciative man than the British farmer if 
he feels that he is getting his money’s worth and is not being 
imposed upon. 

In one county where opposition to female labour had been 
very strong, a farmer used to watch the work of the tractor 
driver for hours and then go home very much more disposed 
to be patient with his own little struggling farm hand, and less 
inclined to dub the whole Land Army a “ wash-out ” because 
there had been a considerable number of failures. The progress 
of the I^and Army had reached a stage where only a few signal 
successes were needed to turn the tide in its favour. In- 
credulity died a natural death, and those amongst the employers 
who had been the pioneers of the scheme began to breathe 
freely. 

Failures ! A whole chapter might be written on the subject 
of failures both from their own and from their employer’s point 
of view. For the Organisers of the Land Army would be the 
first to recognise that the waste material must have been a 
sore trial to an overworked farmer during those first trying 
months. There were those girls who began badly, did not 
know how to use their new freedom or responsibility, and then 
tried again and became excellent workers. But there were 
others who could not regain the ground they had lost, or who 
had never had the backbone to stand a new test of any kind, 
and these, after unconsciously pulling down the prestige in their 
neighbourhood, themselves knew the bitterness of ignomious 
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discharge. There were many who tried and persevered and 
failed, not actually on medical grounds, but owing to lack of 
ph37sical or nervous staying power. Has it ever been fully 
realised by those who took yormg girls from town surroundings, 
what a severe test to their nervous powers the new work and 
the stiange smroundings constituted ? Many of them were 
young enough in all conscience ! Poor little failures of the 
Land Army ; they were so inevitable ! But it must be re- 
membered that the greater number of the women came forward 
with good intentions but utterly without means of gauging 
their own powers of skill or endurance beforehand. But the 
country owes its debt of gratitude to all those who answered 
the caU to National Service only to fail, and* the Organisers 
recognising this, and having no funds or officers to meet the 
purpose, yet did what was possible to place these girls on a safe 
footing after their return, and will doubtless always be glad to 
remember that they did so. 

The percentage of women released solely on medical grounds 
from April, 1917, to June, 1918, was foimd to be approximately 
6 per cent. — an astonishingly small number considering the 
elements of uncertainty which had to be weighed in the 
balances against success. For what after all was the Mstory 
of the beginning of the Land Army ? 

When the subsidising of the scheme was finally decided upon, 
the Organisers had absolutely nothing to draw upon either in 
the way of precedent or material. Now that the scheme has 
won its way and fulfilled its object, and now that women arc 
about to take advantage of aU that has been won for them, 
the stupendous task which the Organisers had before them 
should be remembered. The Director and those in council 
with her must have pondered long upon the distressing problem 
of how to make something grow out of nothing ! There was 
no foundation for a staff, and it was a scheme which needed a 
specially gifted staff. There were no land girls on the scale 
required, and it seemed extremely doubtful whether women 
could or would leave their own homes and consent to be mobile, 
or, beyond the fact that women in certain parts of the country 
had worked at seasonal times and in a purely local way, that 
they would consent to do the rough work of the general farm 
labourer. The very fact that even this form of land work had 
been considered derogatory would seem to be against recruiting 
on any large scale. The workers must be drawn from the towns 
as well as from the country if a sufficient number were to be 
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raised, and the question of suitability was a very anxious one. 
Agricultural conditions in many parts of England were utterly 
unsuited to the sudden employment of women, and it seemed a 
bad time to ask farmers for a greater consideration in this 
respect. The rates of pay could but compete badly with those 
of most other war organisations, and volunteers could only 
be appealed to from a sense of patriotism or for love of work of 
which they had no previous knowledge. An important 
feature of the problem was the organisation of the voluntary 
workers all over the country for the stimulation of local 
labour — quite as important a feature of the scheme as the 
mobile force known as the Land Army. The Organisation in 
control of voluntary workers is always a difficult matter, and 
in most of the war services there has been no such element, 
One of the greatest obstacles which Miss Talbot — the Director 
of the Land Army — must have encountered was the utter 
uncertainty of the farmer as to the extent of the coming labour 
shortage, and the farmer is usually too harassed over actual 
problems to care to look far ahead. 

The Organisers and those pioneers in the farming world to 
whom they owe so much must have lived and moved and had 
their being on hope and determination in those days, but in all 
branches of industry men were being called up and women 
w’ere fitting themselves not by training alone but by actual 
experience to fill their places. Only a sudden turn of the tide 
of the War could avert the coming agricultural shortage, 
although farmers might be spared to the last. Determination 
merged into organisation, and organisation into action, and 
the rest of the unique history of the Land Army deals with the 
forced development for emergency purposes of the raw recruit 
into something as nearly approaching the finished article as 
possible, followed by the more normal growth of her own powers 
in such measure as she possessed them. Then the gradual 
absorption and adaptation of the whole scheme into the actual 
labour needs of the country, accompanied by steady progress 
which outpaced setbacks, a great deal of marked success, and 
finally the cordial acknowledgment of the adequacy of the 
Land Army as a whole. If women have, as farmers contended 
at the first, pushed their way into agriculture, they were called 
by patriotism and kept there by the grit and efficiency with 
which they filled the gap. The satisfactory fact has now been 
ascertained that 67 per cent, of the women have elected to 
work on under the Association. If they remain, as they 
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doubtless will, it will be because they have found a legitimate 
place which they may fill not as unwelcome competitors with 
men, but as fellow workers by means of their own particular 
gifts adapted to a new end. This is the legacy which Organisers 
and workers of the Land Army, in co-operation with the 
farmers, pioneers themselves, jiave left to women and to 
agriculture. 


AGRICULTURAL HOUSING AND 
RENT OF COTTAGES. 

The following address was given by Lord Astor to the 
Agricultural Club at their meeting on 17th January, 1920 : — 

I have come here to-night, representing the Ministry of 
Health, to speak to you respecting the necessity for provid. 
ing the additional housing accommodation needed in this 
country ; but I hope you will realise that although I am 
principally concerned with housing, I am also deeply 
interested in agriculture. I can assure you that the Ministry 
of Health will constantly bear in mind the effects of theii 
housing policy on agriculture and are very anxious to work in 
harmony and co-operation with the agricultural industry. 
In July last I met the Agricultural Wages Board and outlined 
to them the (jovemment’s housing policy. After an interesting 
discussion the matter was referred to the Cottages Committee 
of the Board for consideration. I notice that the Committee 
decided to postpone any decision on the matter, and because 
of that I have come here this evening to put to you the difficult 
points which I hoped you would solve. 

In the first place, I think it necessary to have a few funda- 
mental figures before us. The Ministry of Health’s estimate 
of rural requirements was 100,000 houses at once. The total 
for the country was estimated at half a million. More recent 
returns show that 500,000 is an under-estimate, so that we may 
take it that 100,000 is the minimum rural requirement. There 
are also large numbers of inadequate houses and old cottages 
which must be replaced. 

There is a real and urgent need for new houses. We want to 
get away from overcrowding, not only in the towns but also in 
the country. In the near future we must provide reasonable 
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accommodation for all our people. We must also bear in mind 
the fact that just as we desire to raise the standard of housing 
in the towns, so it is desirable to raise the standard in the 
country also. The families of agricultural labourers are on 
the average 16 per cent, larger than the families of the rest of 
the population, therefore the bedroom accommodation in nural 
areas should at least be as good as in the towns and cities. 

I emphasise this point because it has been said that the standard 
of housing laid down by the Ministry of Health is too high for 
the country ; but if we are going in for better housing then there 
is every reason why the higher standard should be applied in 
the country as well as in the town. 

Now these 100,000 are not to be tied cottages, nor are they 
to be for the use of agricultural labourers only. In our opinion 
the bulk of these new houses will be in villages and hamlets. 
That will be a great advantage. It will facilitate the educa- 
tion of the children ; it will minister to the gregarious instincts 
of man ; it will permit of the provision of a better water supply 
and drainage. Moreover, the advent of the bicycle has made 
it possible for the agricultural labourer to live at some little 
distance from his work, which may be the case if the houses 
are built in the manner suggested. 

The great difficulty with which we are faced at the outset 
is the cost of building. Cottages which might cost £350 
befoie the War would now cost at least {, 700 . We are 
so impressed at the Ministry of Health by the high cost of 
building that we are stimulating experiments with new methods 
of building and rediscovering old methods. We hope that in 
steel and concrete or pise-de-terre we shall be able to build 
more cheaply in many districts. In some areas £100 to ;fi50 
may be saved by using these new or old methods in place of 
brick. Then also, the Government have put aside £15,000,000 
as a subsidy, and we hope that landowners will come forward 
and join in providing houses with the inducement of the £150 
subsidy for each house built within the next 12 months. We 
believe there is a nucleus of building labour in some rural 
districts which will not go to the towns but which could be 
brought in to help in the emergency. The effect of these high 
costs must be reflected in the rents of new houses, but before 
discussing rents I want to ask you to bear in mind a few facts 
which are apt to be put aside or forgotten. In the first place, 
a large number of agricultural labourers, say, 300,000 to 400,000, 
do not live in tied houses, and large numbers of these are 
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pa5nng more in semi-suburban districts than the customary 
rural rent. 

This brings me to the maximum deduction from wages 
which may be allowed for a tied house. Under the present 
system, are you going to get equal treatment as between the 
municipal and landowner builder ? Can you say to the former 
that 7s. is a fair rent, but to the landowner that he can only 
charge 3s. for a similar adjacent house ? That will have to 
be faced. Or, further, are you going to say to the local authori- 
ties that they should chai'ge a different rent for similar houses, 
according to the occupation of the tenant ? Local authorities 
will have to provide houses for agricultural, industrial, rural 
and semi-urban workers. Are they to charge the same rent 
to each class or are they to vary it according to the occupation 
of the tenant ? They obviously could not limit their rents in 
semi-urban areas to 3s. weekly ; but it is in fact clear that the 
rent of new houses must be much above the pre-war level. 
At the present moment agricultural labourers working on 
the same farm are often receiving different cash wages because 
they are charged a diflerent rent, and as the deduction or 
pa3unent for rent differs so the actual cash left to the labourer 
varies. Again, if more cottages had been available before the 
War they would in many instances have been let to agricultural 
labourers at more than 3s. rental. Lastly, if policemen, 
postmen, and other rural workers, are going tb live in these new 
houses, the older and cheaper cottages will be available for the 
agricultural workers at a lower rental, although I do not want 
to limit agricultural labourers to these houses. We may, I 
think, safely say then that 3s. was neither the universal nor 
the maximum rent paid by the agricultural labourer before the 
War. Further, we cannot draw a strict line of demarcation 
between the various classes of occupiers of rural cottages when 
fixing rents for a group of identical houses. 

I now want to say a word with reference to uneconomic 
rents. Let us take, for example, three labourers each paying an 
uneconomic rent. The first takes a tied house from the 
employer. In this case the employer is in fact paying a part of 
his rent. The man gets a larger wage than is apparent from 
the amount of his weekly earnings. The second labourer gets 
his house from the landowner. He is in this case subsidised 
by the landowner. The third labourer is the new type of case 
where the agricultural labourer rents his cottage from the local 
authority. If the landowner is able to point to a considerable 
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number of empty municipal cottages in a village near his land 
which are to be let at an uneconomic rent, either he is able to 
let his farm at a comparatively high rent without having to 
put capital into it by building cottages, as he had to build 
stables, byres, etc., or the farmer is relieved of the necessity 
of paying a sufficient wage to the workers to enable them to 
pay an economic rent. Here, if he gets an uneconomically 
rented house, it is the taxpayer and the ratepayer who are 
subsidising the labourer. It is important to notice this 
distinction. In cases (i) and (2) it is the private individual 
who is concerned. In case (3) it is the public. Whatever 
arguments there may be in favour of the farmer or the land- 
owner subsidising wages in the form of reduced rents, there 
can be no argument for the public doing so. 

We are, therefore, laced with this fact, that all agricultural 
rents, where the houses are in good condition and have good 
accommodation, must go up, and, together with the initial 
rents for new houses built by local authorities, must be much 
higher than the figure customary in pre-war days. Reference 
to Note C below will show the sort of minimum rent which 
will have to be charged at the beginning if we are to get an 
economic rent later. On cottages costing £525 to £750, which 
are probably low figures, and assuming that one-third of the 
cost will be wiped of! by the State grant, the economic rent 
to be charged later will vary up from at least los. to 15s. 
The cost is abnormally high now and I am afraid that we shall 
never get to pre-war costs, but I hope that when we arrive at 
the normal post-war conditions the present cost will have 
dropped by about one- third. This should be in about six or 
seven years. Meanwhile the Government wiU wipe off one- 
third of th(* present cost of building. That will be the 
contribution of the Treasury to meet the situation created by 
the War. That leaves the actual minimum figure on which an 
economic rent must be obtained as from £Z7S to ^^^500, so that 
a rent of los. M, to 15s. ^d, per week, is the lowest economic 
rent to be hoped for in 1927 when we have normal 
conditions, 

A fixed minimum of 7.S. has been suggested as an initial rent 
for new rural cottages, but war experience has shown that a 
minimum tends to become a maximum, and such a low figure 
would be quite inadequate for industrial or semi-industrial 
districts. This' is a serious objection to a cast-iron minimum 
which seems quite reasonable in itself. 
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The Government ideal is to arrive, later, at an economic rent, 
based on the Cost of building in 1927, when they hope we shall 
have arrive 1 at the post-war normal conditions, and when 
costs may have fallen by 30 per cent. Post-war rents must be 
a great deal higher than pre-war, and it is absolutely necessary 
to reconsider the figure of 3s. which is at present the maximum 
rent for a tied cottage. It will be impossible to say to local 
authorities that they should charge 7s. rent, and at the same 
time say to the private builder that he may only charge 3s. 
for an identical cottage in the same area. We must bear in 
mind the necessity for other houses in rural areas than those 
for agricultural workers, and we must consider the difficulty 
which local authorities would experience in attempting to let 
houses in the same area at different rents. In pre-war days 
the agricultural labourer would, in many cases, have been 
prepared to pay a higher rent for a better cottage. While the 
cost of living has doubled, agricultural wages have more than 
doubled. On the information available I do not think it 
would be unfair to say that the initial rent for an agricultural 
cottage should be at least 7s. to los. By this I do not mean 
that it is desirable that the rent of all the old cottages, many of 
which are far below our present standard, should go up to the 
same figure as for good new cottages. In 1927 it will be 
necessary to arrive at a very substantial increase and so in all 
probability there should be an intermediate rise on the proposed 
initial rents, say in about two or three years’ time. The fact 
is that we must put rural housing on a commercial footing as 
soon as possible and get away from anything savouring of 
charity or subsidy. No industry can really exist without 
being placed upon a sound economic basis, and if the rural 
exodus and agricultural depression are to be checked we must 
get on to that basis as soon as possible. 

Note A. — It is estimated that about 1,000,000 rural houses 
are occupied by the working classes, of which possibly 60 to 
70 per cent., i.e., 600,000 to 700,000, were occupied by persons 
solely employed in agriculture, and their families. 

Need for New Cottages . — In 1913 the Land Inquiry estimated 
that 1,200,000 rural houses were occupied by working classes, 
and that an addition of 10 per cent, was needed to meet 
immediate housing requirements. 

The Land Agents’ Society regarded both these figures as 
over-estimates, and considered that 60,000 new cottages would 
be sufficient for agricultural workers. 
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Taking the middle of 90,000 between these two estimates 
and adding a further 10,000 for the increased need due to the 
cessation of building during the War, 100,000 might be taken 
as the present minimum requirement. 

The Ministry of Health estimated that 500,000 new cottages 
were needed in the whole country. The population of rural 
areas is roughly one-fifth that of the whole coimtry, so that on 
the basis of population the same figure of 100,000 would be 
indicated. 

T'ied Houses, — One-half to one-third of agricultural labourers 
inhabit tied houses (Land Inquiry). 

So about 200,000 to 300,000 live in tied houses, and about 
300,000 to 400,000 live in non-tied houses. 

Possibly 75 per cent, of the tied houses are let at 3s. and 
25 per cent, at 2s, 6d, or under. This is only a rough guess. 


Note B. — I'he following counties had upwards of 30 per cent, 
of the male inhabitants engaged in agriculture in 1911 : — 


Montgomeryshire. 

Radnorshire, 

Huntingdonshire. 

Cambridgeshire. 

Lincolnshire. 

Herefordshire. 

Cardiganshire. 

Suffolk. 


Anglesey. 

Norfolk. 

Pembroke. 

Dorsetshire. 

Westmorland. 

Oxfordshire, 

Wiltshire, 

Rutlandshire. 


The proportion of the poptilation overcrowded in the rural 
areas of these counties ranged in 1911 Irom 3 per cent, to 9*3 
per cent., and, except in the case of Huntingdon, Westmorland 
and Rutland, was greater than the proportion overcrowded in 
the urban areas of the same counties, which varied from 1*9 per 
cent, to 6*2 per cent. 

In all rural areas of PZngland and Wales 61,000 tenements 
had more than two occupants per room, and half a million 
people were affected ; roughly 6 per cent, of the population 
of rural areas. 

Thirty-six per cent, of the population of rural areas lived 
over one but not over two per room. 

N.B. — ^The term ** overcrowded,'' as used for the sake of convenience, 
refers to families in which more than two persons on an average occupy 
each room, including all living rooms. It does not allow for difierences 
in the size of rooms or represent any opinion as to what does or does 
not constitute overcrowding, which must, of course, depend on a 
variety of other factors, such as the age and sex of the occupants. 


Not* c.— The cost of building, in town and country, is 
tending to approximate. A brick cottage of the type frequently 

4 M 



I 2 I 8 


Agricultural Housing. 


[mar.. 


erected before the War, costing £350, would now cost at least 
■£700, But local factors, such as the accessibUity of materials, 
the nature of the site, etc., as well as the accommodation 
provided, affect the actual price. 

There aure some new methods of construction and some very 
old ones which appear to offer hopes of reduction in cost. 
Pis6 de terre, cob and chalk may be suitable for some areas. 
Particulars of cost are not yet available, but it is thought that 
they should be substantially below brick. 

Timber offers some advantages in speed of construction and 
price. 

At the other end of the scale a number of quite new types of 
construction in concrete and steel, and concrete have been 
approved by the Ministry of Health. Some of these houses 
are capable of being produced in large numbers and rapidly 
erected. In many districts an economy of about £130 may be 
possible by use of these methods instead of brick. 

Under the Housing (Additional Powers) Act just passed a 
subsidy of £130 will be paid to landowners, farmers or others 
erecting houses wthin 12 months for the working classes under 
certain simple conditions. In the cases of cottages built by 
local authorities the State is prepared to permit their sale on a 
basis of two-thirds of the cost of erection, and in calculating 
rents is prepared to wipe off one-third of the present cost of 
erection. 

The probable cost of a rural cottage with standard accom- 
modation win range from £500 to £750, so that either for the 
purpose of sale or for calculating the economic rent the cost of 
erection may be estimated roughly at from £350 to £$00. 

Assuming that the State bears the loss on one-third of the 
present cost of building, the economic rent of cottages of which 
two-thirds of the building cost was — 

£350 would b© 10/8 per week (total cost £525) 


^400 „ 

12/3 

( .. 

£600) 

£450 

14/- 

( .. 

£f>75) 

£500 

15/5 

( .. 

£7y>) 


taking the rate of interest at 6 per cent, and the usual allowances 
for repairs, etc., in each case. 

Note 0. — Wages and Rents . — The special investigators ap- 
pointed by the Board of Agriculture and Fisheries reported in 
December, 1918, that the average cash wages of the (ndinary 
agricultural labourer were 16s. gd. in 1914 ; this figure nearly 
agreed with those estimated by the Central Land Association 
and the Rural League in 19x2-13. 
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The lowest minimum rate fixed by the Agricultural Wages 
Board is now 36s. 6d., and the highest 42 s. 6d., so that the 
average must be above 37s. 

The rise in the cost of living of rural workers was investigated 
by a special Committee appointed by the Agricultural Wages 
Board. Iheir conclusions were based mainly on the com' 
parison of standard budgets and they explain that they cannot 
be regarded as in any way final. Their view was that in 
January, 1919, the cost of living had about doubled. 

Adopting a similar method the Sumner Committee, appointed 
to inquire into the cost of living of the working classes generally, 
adopted a somewhat lower figure for June, 1918. 

Without attaching to these figures a scientific accuracy 
which they do not claim, it may fairly be assumed that they 
are very near the truth and that, in fact, the cost of living of 
rural workers has roughly doubled since the outbreak of war. 

During the same period rents have remained practically 
unchanged. The average shown by the Agricultural Wages 
Board Committee was 2s. xd. in 1918, as compared with is. xxd. 
in 1914. 

It appears to be difficult to resist the conclusion that the 
ordinary agricultural labourer, after meeting the increased 
cost of living, has more than the pre-war margin of cash to 
spend on rent. This is, of course, not an argument against 
the increase of wages that has taken place or against a further 
increase. The intention of the Corn Production Act was to 
give the labourer an increased standard of comfort. The first 
addition to his comfort that he needs is better housing ; if the 
rise in the rate of wages has enabled him to pay a higher rent 
for a better house, it has achieved part of its purpose. It is 
agreed that the only permanent solution of the agricultural 
housing problem lies in the payment of an economic rent and 
in such wages as will make that payment possible. 


4 M 2 
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SWEDES, TURNIPS AND MANGOLDS 
AT COCKLE PARK. 

D. A. Gilchrist, M.Sc., 

Professor of Agriculture, Armstrong College. 

YARIETIES OF SWEDES AND TURNIPS: THEIR COMPARATIVE VALUES. 

The county of Northumberland has taken an important 
place in the development of the culture of swedes and turnips 
in the north of England. J. Bailey and George Gulley, in their 
work on the “Agriculture of Northumberland” (3rd edition, 
1808), give a good account of turnip cultivation inihe county at 
that time. They state that turnips were first grown for cattle 
feeding at Rock, near Alnwick, about I73f>, and that their 
growth for this purpose quickly spread in the Lesbury district. 
The hoeing of this crop was first performed by skilled men of 
the gardening class, who received high wages, but the ordinary 
farm hands, including women, soon became quite good at this 
work. Craig of Arbigland, Dumfriesshire, drilled turnips in 
1745, and in 1764 Dawson grew 100 acres drilled in ridges near 
Kelso. Matthew and George Gulley migrated from Gainford, 
near Darlington, to Fenton, in Glendale, in 1767. George 
CuUey, on his way from Fenton to a fair at Kelso, in that year 
first saw a field of drilled turnips, and was greatly impressed 
with the successful growth of this crop. The brothers CuUey 
took Wark farm of 1,200 acres in 1786 at an annual rent of 
jf8oo. This they cultivated with such marked success that 
as a result of their work and of increased prices the rent of this 
farm was increased to £3,200 in 1812 . They and other pioneers 
developed the practice of driU husbandry in the cultivation of 
turnips. The raised turnip drill soon became known. Drill- 
ing w'as done much in the same manner as now, arid the dung 
was enclosed in the driUs. At first the drills were made 3 ft. 
wide, but it was soon found better to make them a width of 
only 2 \ ft. or rather less. The practice now in the north is to 
sow turnips on raised driUs, about 27 in. wide. The cultivation 
of turnips for sheep and cattle feeding quickly developed. 
About 1755-80 the Swedish turnip was introduced into 
Scotland from Gothenburg, where they were known as “ ruta 
baga.” The Culle37S and others took up their cultivation It 
is interesting to note that they are still called " bagies ” on 
Tweedside. By 1804 swedes were in general cultivation in 
the nOTth of Northumberland. George CuUey made careful 
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tests with rams and ewes of the comparative feeding values of 
turnips and swedes, and found that swedes had a considerably 
greater feeding value than turnips, that sheep required a much 
larger quantity of turnips than of swedes, and that swedes 
kept much better till the late winter and spring. An excellent 
accoimt of the development of root growing in Northumberland 
is given by John Grey of Dilston, in the Journal of the Royal 
Agricultural Society for 1841. 

For some years, trials designed io test the comparative 
values of different varieties of swedes and turnips have formed 
an important section of the field experiments carried out at 
Cockle Park, the Northumberland County Agricultural Experi- 
ment Station. The main object of the trials has been to com- 
pare the A^alue of varieties on the basis of dry matter content 
of the crop, but the opportunity has also been taken to test 
variations in local cultural practice. 

Before describing the experiments in detail it should be 
point(;d out that the varieties of roots tested were classified 
as swedes, turnips, and soft turnips, the old term “ yellow 
turnip ” being discarded on the ground that several yellow 
turnips contain as much water as white or soft turnips, and 
should, therefore, be included under that heading. 

The method of procedure adopted in carrying out the ex- 
periments was as follows; On a portion of the land set aside 
for the root crop two drills of each \'ariety are sown at the rate 
of 3-4 lb. of seed per acre in the case of swedes, and 2 J-3 lb. 
in the case of turnips. The swedes and turnips are all sown 
on the same date and the soft turnips later, but also all on the 
same day. The turnip seed is steeped in paraffin or turpentine 
for about 2 hours before sowing, with the object of keeping the 
lly from the seedlings for a short time after germination. The 
seed is dried in the sun or otherwise before sowing. Up to 
1 917 good farmyard manure was applied at the rate of 12 tons 
per acre, and since that year at the rate of 15 tons per acre. 
After being carefully topped and tailed the roots are weighed 
and .samples arc taken, luo roots from each variety being cored 
at an angle of 45°. The cores from each variety are wrapped 
in w’axed paper and sent to Armstrong College, where they are 
carefully analysed, rhe sampling and analytical work has 
been conducted with great care by Mr. S. H. C ollins, M.Sc. 

Tinw of Sowing: Swedes and Turnips. — During the seven years 
1907—13, the average date of sowing the swedes and turnips 
was 24th May, and during the four years 1915-18, 13th May. 
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It is interesting to note that the average dry matter per acre 
in the swede crops was 3*10 tons in the last four years, when 
earlier sowing was practised, as compared with only 2*29 tons 
in the first seven years. It should be mentioned, however, 
that in the later years the larger crops were to some extent 
due to an improvement in soil conditions. There is a tradition 
in the northern counties that swedes should not be sown later 
than about the middle of May, and this is certainly borne out 
by the results obtained at Cockle Park. It is not desirable to 
commence sowing swedes earlier than the last few days of April, 
as it has been shown at Cockle Park that a large proportion of 
the swedes sown early in that month " bolt ” or “ run to seed,” 
probably because their growth in the early stages "is interrupted 
by frost. On the other hand a careful study of the tables in the 
following pages will show the advantages of completing the 
sowdng of swedes not later than the middle of May. If this 
is impossible it is then probably advantageous to substitute 
turnips for swedes. The tables conclusively show that swedes 
sown early wiU produce considerably more feeding material 
per acre than turnips sown at the same time, but that when 
swedes are sown late the feeding value of the turnips sown at 
the same time is equal, if not superior, to that of the swedes. 

It has been the practice for the last two years at Cockle 
Park to plough the land for roots as deeply as possible in the 
previous autumn or early winter, and not 'to plough again 
in spring, but to complete the preparation by cultivation. 
This ensures that full advantage is taken of the good tilth 
resulting from the effect of the winter frosts, and a much better 
seed bed is obtained for the very small seeds of these crops, 
which are thus given a good start. 

The soft turnips are usually not sown till some time in 
June. The object of including soft tui'nips in the trials is to 
enable farmers to judge how different varieties of these com- 
pare with each other. They are, of course, sown only on land 
on which it has been impossible to get swedes or turnips sown 
in good time. 

It should be noted that the times of sowing apply to the 
northern counties. In the southern counties of England 
swedes are sown considerably later than in the north for reasons 
that need not be stated here. 

Trial* of SwodM and Tnrnips at East laarmouth, Borwlok-*n- 
Twotik — In 1913 Messrs. Sutton & Sons, Reading, tested a very 
large number of swedes and turnips on Mr. Wmu Davidson’s 
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farm at East Learmouth. Mr. Davidson arranged for all the 
varieties to be grown under exactly the same conditions, and on 
12th November a large party of agriculturists inspected the 
trials. As one of the party the writer noted the good results 
given by the following swedes ; — Caledonian (bronze top) ; 
Up-to-Date (bronze top) ; Champion (pmrple top) ; and 
Magnum Bonum (purple top). The appearance and apparent 
hardiness of the Caledonian swede, which was then quite a new 
variety, were especially notew'orthy, while the Favourite (pturple 
top) Aberdeen turnip also attracted attention. It \vas decided 
to include all these varieties in the trials at Cockle Park, 
together with Early Sheepfold and Selected Fosterton, both 
green top yellow turnips which had also made good growth. 
It will be seen from the results given in the tables that the two 
last-mentioned varieties should be included among the soft 
turnips and not among the ordinary varieties. 

It is satisfactory to note that in 1919 Mr. William Davidson 
obtained the £n)o Victory ( up offered by Messrs. Sutton & 
Sons for the heaviest yield of swedes in the United Kingdom. 
The winning variety was Caledonian, which was found to weigh 
58 tons an acre, this being 13 tons heavier than the crop of the 
next competitor. It will be seen from the tables that Cale- 
donian swede has given the largest amount of feeding material 
per acre at Cockle Park in the years it has been tested. 

Average Peroentage of Dry Matter in Swedee, — The tests made 
from 1901-1919 gave an average result of about 12 per cent, 
dry matter in swedes. The amount varied from io’32 per cent, 
in 1901 to 14'96 per cent, in 1904. This means that 20 cwt. of 
swedes in 1904 w^ere about equal in feeding value to 29 cwt. 
in 1901. In summers when frosts occur on the grass at Cockle 
Park there are indications that the swedes are likely to be 
lower in dry matter than when .such frosts are not prevalent. 

The average amounts of dry matter in tm'nips and soft 
turnips are given in the tables. 

Table I. — ^Varieties of Swedes and Turnips, 1915-18. 

Results per Acre. 



Wetgkt 

Percentage 
of Dry 

Weight 
of Dry 


of Roois, 

Matter, 

Matter, 

Swedes — 

2'ons cwL 


Tons, 

Average for eight varieties (4 years) • . 

26 2 i 

12*05 

3*10 

Turnips — 

Average for five varieties (4 years) . . 

26 19 

9*95 

2*67 

Sofi Turnips (igjs and jpj6 ) — 

Average lor five varieties (2 years) . . 

25 12 

8*46 

2*X9 
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Table II. — Varieties of Swedes and Turnips, 1915-18. 

Average Results fer Acre for Four* Years. 


Variety. 


Swedes — 

Darlington (bronze top) . , 

Improved (bronze top) 

Caledonian (bronze top) , . 
Up-to-date (bi-onzc top) . . 
Champion (purple top) 

Magnum Bonum (purple top) 

New Buffalo (purple top) . . 
Conqueror (bronze green top) 

Turmps — 

Green Top Aberdeen 
Perfection Green Top Aberdeen . . 
Large Improved Green Top 
ITirplc lop Aberdeen 
Favourite I\irp!c Top Aberdeen 
Soft Turnips (1975 and 1916) — 

Early Slice plold (green top yellow) 
Selected l^'csterton (gi'cen top yellow) 
Centenary (green top yellow') 

Purple Top Mammoth (white) . . 
Pomeranian White Globe 


Percentage Weight 
Weight of Dry of Dry 

of Roots, Matter, Matter, 


Tons 

cwt. 


Tons, 

24 

15 

1 2 '40 

3*05 

26 

H 

12-03 

3‘i6 

27 

7i 

12-34 

3 *36 

26 

i 9 i 

11-83 

3*17 

24 

tSl 

12-15 

3*01 

26 

6 

11-65 

3*03 

23 

II 

12*02 

3-06 

26 

i4i 

11*97 

2-94 

24 

10 J 

10-50 

2*39 

25 

5“ 

10 *08 

2*55 

29 

44 

- 9*35 

2*70 

26 

44 

10 '01 

2*63 

29 

10 

9-78 

2*89 

21 


8-92 

1*89 

25 

I 7 t 

9*15 

2*54 

26 

12 

7*08 

2*03 

28 

34 

6-23 

2 * 3 <’ 

26 

04 

8-32 

2*19 


* Soft turnips onlv two y 


ears' aver a ire. 


Table III. — v'.xKiLm.s ok Swedes and Turnii’S, I9'7-i’. 


Average Results per Acre for Seven Years. 


Sw6dfs — 

A VC j age for four varieties (7 yeais) 
Turnips — 

Average lor six varieties (7 j*ears) 
Soft Turnips — 

Average ior three varieties (7 ycais) 


Wcii^ht 

Pcrcfniagc 

Weight 

of Dry 

of Dry 

of Roots, 
Tons cwt .4 

Matter. 

Matter. 

Tons. 

19 5f 

1 1 -90 

2*29 

24 iSJ 

9-29 

2*3r 

CO 

8*04 

1-72 


Table IV. — ^Varieties of Swedes and Turnips, 19)7 ij. 


Average Results per Acre for Seven Years. 


Variety. 

Swedes — 

Darlington (bronze top) . . 


Weight 
of Roots. 
I'ons cwt, 

19 

Percentage Weight 
of Dry of Dry 
Matter. Matter. 

T'ons. 

11*75 2*33 

Improved (bronze top) 


19 

84 

11*95 

2*33 

Ciimson King (purple top) 


19 

84 

ii-8i 

2-30 

Hoi born Kangaroo (bronze top) 


18 

10 

12 *09 

2*24 

Yellow Turmps — 

Dale’s Green Top . . 


25 

114 

8-90 

2*28 

All the Year Round 


26 

194 

8-52 

2-30 

Purple Top Aberdeen 


24 

194 

9-61 

2*40 

Green 'J'op Aberdeen 


22 


9*97 

2*29 

Mikado 


24 

8 

9*29 

2-26 

Large Improved 


24 

13 

9*44 

2*33 

Soft Turnips — 

Purple Top Mammoth 

Red Paragon 


22 

18 

xl* 

8*04 

8-10 

I -So 

I ’53 

Centenary 


22 

I9i 

7-98 

1-83 
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Summary of Reaulto, — (i) When swedes and turnips are sown 
at the same time, between the end of April and the middle of 
May, the weight of dry matter in the resulting crop of turnips 
is 86 when that in the swede crop is taken as 100 (Tables J. 
and 11 .) When, however, swedes and turnips are sown under 
the same conditions later than the middle of May, this advantage 
for swedes disappears (Tables III. and IV.) Soft turnips are 
not sown till after it is too late to sow swedes and turnips. 
In respect of those sown at Cockle Park during June the 
figure for dry matter is 71, as compared with 100 for swedes 
sown in good time. 

(2) The results of many feeding tests carried out at Cockle 
Park show that for cattle and sho(‘p feeding the diy matter of 
swedes and turnips, and of diiierent varieties of each, has 
practically an equal value. The relative food values of the 
various swedes, turnips, and soft turnips tested can, therefore, 
be judged from the dry matter figures given in the tables. 
Special attention is drawn to Table IT, from which it will be 
seen that (Tdedonian (bionze top) swede has ])rodii<od con- 
siderably more dry matter per acre than any ol the other 
swedes ; and that Favourite purple top Aberdeen turnip is 
highest in this respect among turnips. I'hc nj.sults from these 
two varieties are not only the average best of the four years, 
but are also the best in respect of each of the four years. 

(3) Throughout the trials the average percentages of dry 
matter were approximately as follows: — .Swedes 12 per cent., 
turnips 9’6 per cenl., .soft turnips 8*25 per cent. This means 
that 20 cwt. of swedes, 23 cwt. of turnips, and 29 cwt. of soft 
turnips have practically the same feeding s alue. 

(4) Three yellow turnips, l£arly Shccpfold, Selected Imstorton 
and Centenary, have yellow flesh of the same kind as ordinary 
turnips, but owing to their low content of dry matter they are 
grouped with soft turnips. It is believed tliat many farmers 
grow tliesc varieties under the impression that they have the 
same feeding value ton for ton as ordinary lurnips. It should 
he clearly understood that this is not so. 

(5) The trials have shown that singling sw^edes 8 in. apart 
has given the heaviest crops, and that the di'ills should be 
kept as narrow as will permit of good cultivation during tlie 
growth of the crop. At Cockle Park the drills arc usually 27 in. 
wide. 

(6) Jhe fact that the crops grown in the fpur years, 1915-18, 
were heavier than in the 7 years, 1907-T3, is partly due to the 
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improvement of soil conditions brought about by the judicious 
growing of wild white clover and the application of basic slag. 

(7) The varieties tested constitute only a few of those now 
on the market, but it is hoped that the results given will be 
helpful to farmers in making a suitable selection. It should be 
be borne in mind, however, that the suitability of different 
varieties varies with soil and climate as well as other conditions. 

(8) Attention is specially drawn to the figures in the tables 
giving the amoimts of dry matter per acre produced by the 
difterent varieties. These figures are the truest indication of 
the value of a root crop to the farmer. 

HOW MANC0LD8 COMPARE WITH SWEDES AND. TURNIPS. 

Long-continued trials at Cockle Park show that mangolds do 
not mature so well in the northern as in the southern counties. 
They also indicate tliat the manuring for this crop must be 
much more liberal than that for swedes and turnips. At 
Cockle Park the seed is sown in drills 27 in. wide at the rate of 
8 to 10 lb. per acre. It is previously steeped in water for 24 
hours and then spread in the sun to dry before sowing ; this 
practice hastens germination. The crop is usually sown between 
21st April and 8th May. Earlier sowing gives an undue pro- 
portion of “ bolted ” plants, and later sowing is too late in the 
north for this crop. A considerable proportion of plants bolt, but 
it is better to allow this to happen than t® run the risk of 
having a much smaller crop from late sowing. Mangolds have 
been grown year after year on the same land at Cockle Park, 
but quite good results have been obtained by growing them in 
rotation, alongside other roots. For the 3 years, 1917-ig, 
about 27J tons per acre of Prizewinner Yellow Globe mangolds 
have been produced. The average amount of dry matter 
contained in the crop was about ii per cent., or about 3*02 
tons per acre. This is approximately equal to the average 
content of swedes over the 4 years, 1915-18. 

The following manuring per acre gave excellent results in 
these years : 12 tons dung, 2 cwt. sulphate of ammonia, 3 cwt. 
high-grade basic slag, and 2 cwt. common salt. The dung is 
spread in the drills, and all the artificials are applied on the 
top before the drills are split. 

Mammoth Long Red mangolds have also been grown at 
Cockle Park. These have given about the same weight of 
roots per acre, but they have a higher dry-matter content 
(viz., 12 '9 per cent.) than Prizewinner Yellow Globe mangolds, 
and have consequently produced considerably more dry matter 
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per acre. Long Red mangolds, however, are more difficult 
to remove from the ground, owing to the greater depth of the 
roots. 

About 1 1 acres of mangolds are grown annually at Cockle 
Park, and are found of great value for ewes and lambs during 
the months of April and May. While mangolds are not quite 
so suitable for our northern climate as are swedes and turnips, 
their value for the purpose indicated and their keeping proper- 
ties make them a very useful crop when a small area can be 
grown successfully. ” 

Mr. H. C. Pawson has given much help in the preparation 
of this report. 


INCUBATING STATIONS. 


The five Breeding or " Incubating Stations which form part 
of the Ministry’s Scheme for the Improvement of Poultry 
Stock were established in igi6 or 1917,* and the time has 
now arrived, therefore, when it is possible to review with 
advantage the results which have been obtained. The sites 
for the Stations were selected in the following counties ; — 


Anglesey, at Lledwigan, near Llangefni. 

Carnarvon, at Madr)^! Castle Farm School, near Pwllheli. 
Denbigh, at Lleweni Hall, Denbigh. 

Cheshire, at Henhnll Hall, Nantwich. 

Cornwall, at Kernock, St. Mellion. 


The main purpose of the Stations has been to distribute day- 
old chickens to small holders and cottagers, and, in addition, 
to supply applicants with sittings of eggs and .stock birds from 
any surplus not required at the Station. Consistent with 
rendering the Station self-supporting the price of stock was 
fixed as low as possible, so as to encourage applications from 
poultry keepers who weic unable to appreciate the value of 
better quality poultry. 

The sites chosen were in district-s in which this work would 
be likely to meet the greatest need and where facilities existed 
which allowed an economical arrangement to be made. 

The Stations were placed under the supervision of the County 
Council Authorities, to whom a grant was made annually for 
the employment of an official to take charge of the work and 
to make any special arrangement which might be necessaiy 


'• Pj^culars of the Scheme and of the Incubating Stations were published 
in this Journal, April, 1916. p. 7 *. and October, 1916, pp. 685 and and 
an account of the working of the scheme during 1917-18 m the issue or 
December, 1918, p. 1106. 
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as the work was developed. The management has been under- 
taken by women, who have proved themselves very capable in 
carrying out the woik and especially in meeting many of the 
difficulties experienced in the early stages. 

As the establishment of tliese Stations was of an experimental 
nature, the equipment provided was on a limited scale. Much 
of it, moreover, had already been previously utilised at other 
C entres for experimental purposes, and although adaptable 
for the purpose it was not the best type which could have been 
selected for the work. 

The stock purchased for the Stations was from the very best 
laying strains, and the breeding pons were carefully mated. 
An important part of the Station work was td trap- nest the 
birds reared annually, in order to improve or maintain the 
quality of the stock at the Stations by selective breeding. 
The breeds chosen. White Wyandotte and W'hite Leghorn, were 
considered the most suitable for general requirements, and only 
at one Station (Denbigh) was a third variety kept, viz., Rhode 
Island Red. 

Each Station consist-, (Ji liom (wo to three acres oi land and 
the necessary buildings, h'rom 80 to i<,o adult birds are 
maintained for breeding purposes. These are penned in large 
grass runs each containing 10 or 12 Ikuis and a male bird. A 
scratching- shed hous*-' fitted with trap nests is provided lor each 
run. 

One half to two-thirds of the stock consists of pullets. Only 
the very best hens for breeding are retained after trap-nesting, 
and it has therefore been necessary to use the pullet stock lor 
breeding. The stock hatched for retention, however, are from 
the more mature, tested birds, and the eggs and chicks 
distributed have, in the first instance, always been selected 
from the best pens. 

Hatching has been carried out with small incubators with 
a total capacity at each Station of G(io-8(Kj eggs. Each year 
between 200 and 300 chickens are hatched and reared to 
provide stock for the Station, and from 8c'0 to i,"oo day-old 
chickens for distribution in small lots to poultry keepers. 

Ceneral Managrament — ^I'hc manageresses were single-handed 
until 1919, when the training of an assistant was in two 
cases undertaken, 'lire work is responsible and exacting, 
entailing a considerable amount of advisory work, in addition 
to the entire manual work, management, and conespondence. 

The success of the Station rests to a very large extent with the 
manageress, whose qualification must be of a specially high 
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order, since the methods employed are taken as a pattern for 
guidance to small poultry keepers in the county, and advice is 
sought by visitors and by correspondents on all matters relating 
to poultry. 

Fresh male birds are introduced annually. Trap-nesting 
is carried out for six months in most cases, and has at times been 
continued for twelve months with special birds. The Station 
stock are hatched in March and April. The distribution of 
chickens commences in February and ends on or about 3Tst 
May. Sittings are distributed throughout the season and 
stock birds between June and October. 

The food of the adult birds has in every instance consisted 
of wet mash and grain. In one case dry mash to supplement 
this food was used in addition, and the results were particularly 
good in this instance from the point of view ol egg production. 

Meat meal, or fish meal has been used in limited 
amounts, but no spice is given. Food is obtained through the 
ordinary channels and at no time have the Stations had any 
special advantage in this respect over other poultry keepers 
in the district. 

Siu*plus eggs and birds fit only for tJible purposes have been 
disposed of in the local markets. 

Angtosey Station. — The site at Lledwigan, at which the work 
was started in 1916, was unsuitable for a permanent Station, 
and the stock was transferred to a complete holding of 2| 
acres with a cottage within a mile and a half of the market 
town of Llangefni. Incubator and food rooms were added to 
the cottage. 

The holding is very exposed to the heavy gales to which 
the Island is subject. The bleeding pens occupy about three- 
quarters of an acre of ground, three-quarters of an acre is left 
for rearing in the spring and summer, and one acre is sown down 
to crops. Very good crops of oats have been obtained from 
this land in the last two years,. and after harvest the birds have 
been turned out on to the ground. 

The records of the birds — some of which have been pub- 
lished* — have been exceedingly good under the local conditions. 
Wyandottes have done better than the Leghorns, and it was 
at one time under consideration whether the latter breed 
should be dropped ; a small proportion of Leghorns has been 
retained in the stock, however, as the demand for them is 
as large as for the Wyandottes, and the vigour of the stock 
should make them valuable under less severe conditions. 

• See this Journal. December, 1918, p. 1106. 
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So keen is the demand for chicks and stock birds that 
although the supply to each applicant is strictly limited, 
appHcations for the whole of the output could be booked 
twelve months in advance. 

The success of this Station has, without doubt, been due 
largely to the capable management of Miss Stanton, the 
manageress, and to the interest shown in her work by, and the 
practical support which she has received from, the Agricultural 
Organiser. Kumbers of visitors call at the Station for advice, 
and there is much evidence of the value of the assistance 
given in the work which is being done in the county. 

The produce disposed of from this Station in the four years 
since its formation in 1 916 has been as follows*:- — 

Eggs for Stock 

Hatching. Chicks. Birds. Produce for Table. 

1,824 •• 4.763 •• 461 •• £^51 7*- 3<*- (3 years’ 

figures.) 

The normal capacity of the Stations can be reckoned only 
at 1,200 chicks and 100 stock birds annually for distribution. 

Carnarvon Station. — This Station was unsuccessful, and the 
work was discontinued the second season. 

Donbisrh sution. — This Station was started at Lleweni Hall 
in 1917, two acres of land being given up to the poultry. At 
first the birds were all penned, but during late summer and 
autumn many of the birds were placed on -free range on the 
farm. The land was very wet and the site badly placed for 
demonstration purposes and the desptach of produce. Very 
good w'ork was done in T918, but at the conclusion of the 
season it was deemed advisable to move to another site. 

This Station is now situated a mile from Denbigh on a 
holding of three acres of very suitable land. A small cottage 
has been rented to provide an incubation room and office 
accommodation. Owing to the removal of the Station and 
the illness of the manageress, who eventually had to resign 
owing to ill health, little could be done in the way of distribu- 
tion this year (1919), but the Station is in a good condition for 
work during the comii^ season. 

ChMhirar— At this Station the poultry occupy less than 2 
aaes of ground enclosed with netting, and although located 
on a farm of 400 acres these advantages are of little value in 
the placing of the birds on free range, owing to the risk of 
losses from foxes. 

The land is very wet, with a heavy soil, and although the 
jJens have been moved to a fresh site, the conditions are not 
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good. Nevertheless, the records of the birds this season have 
been exceedingly good, and over 1,300 chickens and 85 adult 
birds have been distributed. 

The stock raised duririg the year has proved vigorous, and 
the mortality has been very low. Careful records have been 
kept of the pedigree of the birds retained, and the Station is 
in a very good condition, owing very largely to the capable 
and thorough way the work is being carried out by the 
manageress. Miss Philipsen. 

Cornwall. — At the commencement of the work the Station 
was under the great disadvantage of being seven miles from 
the railway and with no facilities for demonstration work. 
ExceUent work was done at Kernock for two years, but in the 
latter part of 1918 the equipment was moved to Truro. 

A field of 2 1 acres near the County Hall was rented for the 
pui'pose, and although to a certain extent the removal has 
meant a fresh start, with the usual disadvantages attendant 
on removals, the work has gone steadily on under the same 
manageress. 1,120 day-old chickens, 1,674 eggs for hatching 
and 40 stock birds have been distributed from the Station 
during 1919. The present position of the Station is very suit- 
able for demonstration work, of which advantage is being taken, 
and Miss Watson, the manageress, has been able to extend the 
value of her work by visiting and giving practical lectures in 
the county. Miss Watson is now training an assistant in the 
work. 

Useful evidence of the value of the stock is given by the trap- 
nest records, which show the averages for the flocks for the 
first six months of the year (commencing immediately after 
removal) as follows ; — 

Average for Leghorns (6 months) i34'2 eggs per bird. 

„ Wyandottes (6 months) it6’4 „ 

The lapng of the Leghorns was very consistent ; the lowest 
score in the six months was 123, and only six birds failed to 
lay 130 eggs. 

A drawback to the establishment of a complete holding for 
poultry on a small scale, such as is the case with these Incubating 
Stations, is the difficulty of finding holdings possessing suitable 
buildings. A substantial building is needed for incubation 
purposes, and good accommodation must be provided for the 
storage of food ; the initial expense is, therefore, proportion- 
ately high. 

Although these Stations have efficiently demonstrated the 
po^bilities and methods of managing poultry on a small 
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holding where the necessary buildings exist, it would be a 
distinct advantage if they could be carried on in connection 
with a Farm Institute, where there would be better facilities 
for demonstration work, and the Station could be run more 
economically. 


TITHE RENTCHARGE. 

Redemption by an Annuity. — The Tithe Act, 1918, gave land- 
owners who desire to redeem the tithe rentcharge on their 
land the option of paying the consideration either in cash 
or, under certain conditions, by means of an annuity. The 
amount of the annuity has to be calculated in the following 
manner. To interest not exceeding 5 per cent, per annum 
on the consideration money is to be added such sum as 
would be sufficient, if the periodical payments thereof 
were accumulated at compound interest at a rate not 
exceeding 4 per cent, per annum, to produce an amount equal 
to the consideration money at the end of the said period. 
The total of these two sums will give the amoimt of the yearly 
or half-yearly payment of the annuity as the case may be. 
In an average case the amoimt of the annuity for 50 years 
required under the Act to discharge the consideration for 
redemption of ^^loo tithe rentcharge, if attacjied to a benefice, 
would be about ;^i04, and if not attached to a benefice, would be 
about £91. In this connection it mfiy be noted that the sum 
payable mider the Tithe Act, 1918, in respect of every 5^100 
tithe rentcharge which becomes due on or before the ist 
January, 1926 is £iog 3s. iid., and that after that date the sum 
payable is to vary from year to year in accordance with the 
average prices of wheat, barley and oats for the fifteen preceding 
years. 

It is important to note that under the Tithe Act, 19x8, the 
Minister’s power to determine, on the sole application of the 
landowner, that the consideration for redemption shall be paid 
by an annuity, is limited to applications made on or before the 
ist January, 1921. Henceforward the consent of the tithe owner 
to redemption by annuity, instead of by a cash payment, will 
also be necessary. Moreover, in some instances, landowners 
will doubtless find that their land forms part only of an area 
charged with tithe rentcharge, so that an altered apportionment 
will be necessary before an application for redemption can be 
lodged. In such cases application for altered apportionment 
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should be made forthwith. The proper forms and any instruc- 
tions that may be necessary will be supplied, post free, on re- 
quest to the Ministry at 3, St. James’s Square, London, S.W. i. 

Compulsory Rodomptlon. — When the tithes in kind were 
commuted into tithe rentcharge under the Tithe Act, 1836, 
and the amending Acts, a tithe rentcharge was in some parishes 
charged upon each field and in other parishes upon each farm. 
Since the commutation, however, lands in many parishes have 
become minutely sub-divided in ownership, either for building 
or other purposes, and in such cases the tithe owner has the 
right to call upon the owner of any part of the original field or 
farm as shown on the tithe map to pay the whole tithe rent- 
diarge, leaving him the extremely difficult and expensive task 
of recovering from each of the other property owners concerned 
a due contribution towards the amount so paid. The most 
satisfactory course open to the property owner thus called upon 
to pay the entire rentcharge is to apply to the Minister for its 
compulsory redemption. The Minister assesses the total cost 
of redemption, including the redemption monej’ and the official 
fees, among all the properties comprised in the site of the origi- 
nal field or farm, and collects the assessments from the owners 
of such properties so that each property owner is required to 
pay a fair share and no more. 

Tithe owners also have the right in such cases where the land 
is minutely sub-divided to apply to the Minister for the com- 
pulsory redemption of the tithe rentcharge. They are also 
entitled to apply to the Minister for the compulsory redemption 
of any tithe rentcharge not exceeding 20s. charged on fields 
which have not become sub-divided. 

One series of compulsory redemption cases now in progress _ 
affects 4,500 property owners in the district of Aston-juxta- 
Birmingham. The schedules of assessment of redemption 
money and expenses and the plans will in due comse be 
deposited in the locality for the statutory period and twenty- 
one days for inspection by all persons interested. Any 
objections to the schediiles will require to be heard and 
de termined under Section 39 of the Tithe Act, i860. As is 
usual in janceedings of this character, most of the objections 
will doubtless emanate from property owners who have been 
fortunate enough to escape payment of the tithe rentcharge 
altogether, their shares having been paid by one of the owners 
in the original field of which their property forms part, as 
owner who has not thought it worth while to go to the trouble 
to recover contributions toward the pa\Tnent made by him. 

4 N 
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The fact that they have thus escaped payment does not, however, 
exempt them from their liability to contribute to the cost of 
redemption. 

The Ciwtody of Dooumonto rotatInK to Tlthoo. — Lands in 11,787 
parishes in England and Wales are subject to tithe rentcharge. 
The amoimt of this charge on any particular property may be 
ascertained by inspecting the tithe map and apportionment 
for the parish in the custody of the Ministry. Certified copies 
of each map and apportioiunent have been deposited in the 
parish, usuedly in the custody of the Incumbent and Church- 
wardens. Copies are also to be found in charge of the Registrar 
of the Diocese. The parish or Diocesan copies are open to 
inspection on pa5mient of a charge of 2s. 62 . According to 
complaints which reach the Ministry from time to time, many 
of the parish copies of the apportionments and maps are in a 
worn and damaged state, while others have been entirely lost. 
This is no doubt due, partly to the practice of some custodians 
of unlawfully lending the documents out of their custody and 
partly to collectors of the tithe rentcharges being permitted to 
keep the documents, even in cases where they reside and carry 
on business out of the parish. Should a sealed copy of a tithe 
map or apportionment be in the possession of a person other 
than the persons legally entitled to hold it, any two Justices 
of the Peace for the County, or other jurisdiction within which 
the lands arc situate, may, upon the application of any person 
interested in the lands or rentcharge, order the document to 
be removed from the custody of the person who unlawfully 
holds it and to be deposited in such other custody as the Justices 
may think fit, having reference to the security and the pre- 
servation of the document and to the convenience of the parties 
interested therein. Another means of dealing with cases 
where documents of this character are in unlawful custody is 
afforded by Section 17 (8) of the Local Government Act, 1894, 
which provides that Parish Councils may give directions 
as to the custody in which statutory parish copies of tithe 
apportionments and maps and of other tithe documents 
shall be deposited. This Sub-section further provides that the 
Incumbent and the Churchwardens on the one part and the 
Parish Council on the other are entitled to reasonable access 
to the documents, and any difference as to the custody or 
access is to be determined by the County Council. 

ApportloninMit— Where an estate charged with one tithe 
rentcharge is broken up and sold ofi in lots, it is 
■often provided in the conditions of sale that the respective 



1920.] 


Tithe Rentcharge. 


1235 


purchasers shall pay the tithe rentcharge in accordance 
with an informal apportionment of the rentcharge made 
in connection with the sale. Landowners cannot, however, 
bind the owner of the tithe rentcharge by any such 
arrangement, nor would the consent of the owner of the 
rentcharge be sufficient in all cases to make the informal 
apportionment binding on all persons who may be the successors 
in title to the land and the rentcharges respectively. Where 
an informal apportionment is made, disputes and litigation 
not infrequently arise, particularly in cases where the lots are 
further sub-divided and respld. As a rule, the only effectual 
mode of apportioning tithe rentcharge is by means of an altered 
apportionment issued by the Minister, and, except in a few 
special cases, this can be done only if a landowner is willing to 
initiate the proceedings. The landowners concerned in any 
proposed altered apportionment may jointly employ an agent 
for the purpose of preparing a draft altered apportionment, 
and arrange for the payment of his remuneration and of the 
official fees. Alternatively, the applicant may request the 
Ministry to prepare the draft and to collect the costs by means 
of a rate levied on the other landowners concerned in such 
proportions as appeiir to be equitable. There is a widespread 
belief that proceedings for altered apportionment are trouble- 
some and expensive. As a matter of fact, in cases where the 
Ministry is requested to prepare the draft and assess the costs, 
all that is necessary is that the applicant should send in his 
application on the usual form, together with a plan showing 
the properties into which the original estate has been sub- 
divided, in which event the Ministry will do what is further 
necessary in the matter. In such cases the official fees work 
out on an average at about £18 per case, per landowner, 
and 15 . 2 d. per acre. The necessary forms of application and 
instructions may be obtained free of charge on request to the 
Ministry, 


4 N 2 
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IMPORTS OF FOOD. 

The year 1919 may be regarded as transitional between tlM 
close of war conditions and the resettlement of trade on a peace 
foundation. Foreign and colonial markets are once mote 
openii^ wider their doors to the British purchaser, and in the 
matter of food supplies the British farmer is again confronted 
with the prospect of increased competition from overseas. 
The returns rating to the agricultural imports and exports 
of the United Kingdom for the year 1919 contained in the 
Trade and Navigation Accounts recently issued by the Board 
of Trade* show the extent to which this trade has so far been 
ahle to recover as a result of the cessation of hostilities. The 
returns cannot, of course, be taken to represent the first year’s 
working of trade under normal peace conditions. Trade 
restrictions and the enforcement of the German Blockade 
continued to some extent during the year, while as a special 
relief measure the Allied Governments made provision for 
supplies of food to be sent to meet the needs of starving Europe, 
which in times of more settled harvests might compete freely 
in international trading. 

The total value of the principal articles of agricultural 
produce imported into the United Kingdom, as declared at the 
port of arrival, during the last sev'en years, was as follows ; — 


1919 




' i 

452,048,000 

1918 




423,822,000 

1917 




357,181.000 

1916 




3 « 5 » 493 ><^oo 

1915 




276,648,000 

1914 




211,591,000 

1913 




213,457.000 


These figures represent the value of the grain and flour, meat 
and animals for food, butter, cheese, eggs, condensed milk, 
fruit and vegetables, hops, lard and margarine, which may be 
grouped together as agricultural products in the sense that 
they compete more or less directly with the products of the 
farmers of the United Kingdom. 

The value of our imports during 1919 has thus increased 
6-6 per cent, on the previous year, and 111*3 per cent, on 1913. 
While the figures for 1919 as to quantity may be said generally 
to show an increase over those for 1918, in a number of the main 
articles of import the increase is very small, while others show 

• Obtainable from H.M. Stationery Office, Imperial House, Kingswayt 
London, W.C. 2 , price is. 6d. net. 
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an appreciable decrease. Of the principal agricultoral com- 
modities, the imports in the total quantity of meat only 
increased i -3 per cent. ; wheat and barley increased respectively 
23*3 and 23i’2 per cent. ; while oats decreased 38-9 per cent. 
Butter and cheese show slight decreases, but eggs increased 
substantially. 

Total Imports of Moat. — The quantities and values of dead meat 
(excluding poultry and game) imported into this country during the 
last seven years were as follows : — 

Quantity. ValiM. 

Cwt. £ 

igjg 25 , 561.099 — 173 . 893.874 

1918 25 , 227,899 — 173 . 386,787 

1917 19 , 573,552 — 101 , 617,443 

1916 23 , 347,847 — 93 , 382,476 

1915 25 . 276,030 — 86 , 151,234 

1914 . . . . , . 23 , 587,820 .... 62 , 222,035 

1913 23 , 278,230 — 55 . 309,358 

The details for the years 1919 , 19 T 8 and 1913 are shown in ihw 
fidlowing table : — 

Imports of Dead Meat, 



1 

! 

Quantities. 

f 

Value. 


Cleicripticm. 

1 I 9 i 9 ‘ 

1918. 

1913. X919. 

19x8. 

1913. 


cwt. 

cwt. 

cwt. £ 

£ 

£ 

Basil IraJi laid 
frigarattd 

re- 

.. , 6 , 403^,120 

7,588,784 

9,203.310 30,632,644 

36,081,255 

16,070,833 

Beef, salted .. 

68*990 

14,682 

49,034 454,345 

97,81 r 

1x1,070 

Mutton fresh and 
frisemted 

re- 

. . 4 074 956 

2,086,148 

5,330.290 17,957,556 

9,273,646 

10,907,99a 

Pork, fresh and 
frlgcrated 

re- 

.. 136,189 

99,654 . 

494,264 899,975 

685,973 

1,368,360 

Pork, salted 

. . ; 24,065 

1 11,691 . 

240,597 ■ 175,588 

77,511 

297,135 

Ba«*on . . 

.. , 8,280,925 

,10,473,562 

4,857,890 73,589.300 

381 , 595 

17,428,881 

. . . 

. . 1,823,376 

i i, 554 f 943 ' 

854^995 j 16,091,077 

13,028,626 

3 ,o 6 «,a 5 r 

Meat, unenuixierated, 
fresh aod refnaerated i x,i2i,vS8o 

' 

' 690,620 

728,329 , 5,543,197 

3, ) 22 , 0 O 4 

1,429,997 

Salted 


i 2,623 i 

104,138 105,430 

14,165 

138,4119 

Keat, preserved 

.. 3,261,749 

1 2,188,650 

889,005 j 27,742,740 

19,218,168 

3,707,054 

Babhitv . . 

271.339 

1 516,54a ! 

525,578 1 701,422 

1,206,033 

781,376 

Total 

.. 25 ,«(n,o 99 

125,227,899 ! 

23,278,230 1173,893,874 

173,386,787 

155,309,358 

Poultry . — 

AUve .. 

1 Number. 

• • ; 6x9 

i 1 

' Number, 1 

1 lOI 

Number, i 

858,979 386 

96 

i 

1 

1 37 , 9^3 

Dead .. 

cwt. 

.. ; U 7.567 

i cwt, 1 
; 34 f 792 

cwf. ; 

278^3 j i,5»8,002 

, 287,073 

1 9S4eS ¥> 

Game 

AUvo . . 

j 

! _ 1 

— ; 7,195 


1 

' 43 , 4 W 

Dead .. 

•• i “ 

1 1 

I - i 

! 5,392 

; 76,115 


Boofi — ^No fresh beef has been imported since 1 917. 

Chitted Bse/ waa imported in 1919 to the quantity of 125,504 cw^, 
ao: against 1631939 cwt. in the previous year, and 5.248.004 cwt. m 
1913. With regaid to valuet the figures decreased from in 

igpS ti»;^585.346 in 1919. The Argentine (123,864 cwt.) and Uruguay 
(ivTOOP cwt.) were the only countries of import : the respective agmm. 
f(BB tlieos' coBntries in 19113 were 5,216,022 cwt. and 31.982 cwt., wiMfc 
they pieo between them supplied' the whole of the chilled beef imported. 
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With regard to imports of froMen beef, imports decreased from 
7,424,825 cwt. in 1918 to 6,366,616 cwt. in 1919 in quantity, and 
;f35,3io,ii8 to :f3o,047,298 in value. The quantity and value of frozen 
beef imported during 1913 were, respectively, 3,932,880 cwt. and 
;f6,2 78,793. The countries whence the beef was consigned were aa 
follows ; — 


— 

1919. 

1918. 


1 cwt. 

1 

C70t, 

£ 

Argentine , . 

• . . 3,743,914 

17.587,45" 

1,852,807 

8.541,522 

United States 

. . 1 856,170 

4,715,681 

3.583.549 

18,213,746 

Australia . . 

622,307 

2,487,164 

547.660 

1,969,461 

New Zealand 

424,735 

, i. 77 i» 32'2 

388,382 

1.341.316 

Uruguay 

307,284 

1 1,423,602 

i86.4ir 

847,692 


The imports from the Argentine have doubled, while those from the 
United States have decreased by 76 per cent. It may be remarked that 
in X 91 3 the Argentine sent us half of our imports of frozen beef, and 
Australia one-third ; the quantity received from thej,United States was 
inappreciable. 

Mutton. — ^No fresh or chilled mutton has been imported during the 
last two years. The imports of frozen mutton rose from 2,086,148 cwt. 
in 19x8 to 4.074,956 cwt. in 19x9, or nearly 100 per cent. ; the pre-war 
figure (x 91 3) was 5,204,257 cwt. Thus the return of peace conditions has 
shown a rapid recovery in imports, approaching to the quantity received 
before the War. The respective values for 1919, 19x8, and 1913 were 
7.957.556. ;^9,273,646, and. ;£io,583,930. 

Our supplies were received mainly from New Zealand, the Argentine, 
and Australia, which in 1913 were also the principal countries of import. 

Pork. — ^No fresh or chilled pork has been imported during the last 
three years. 

Frozen pork was imported in 1913 to the quantity of 15,707 cwt. 
(value ;f43,255), and salted pork 240,597 cwt. (value ^297,i35).[ It 
should be mentioned, also, that in pre-war years Great Britain imported 
a considerable quantity of fresh pork, chiefly from the Netherlands, the 
total for 1913 being 478,557 cwt. America exported toj^us the'bulk of 
our supplies of frozen and salted pork, although before the War Denmark 
was, in the latter commodity, by far our principal supplier. During 
the past few years, however, no imports were obtained from that 
country. 

Baoen, Kama. — It will be seen from the above table that the figures 
for bacon and hams show a considerable increase over those for 1913. 

The bulk of our supplies, both of bacon and hams, came from the 
United States. In regard to bacon, out of the 8,280,923 cvrt. imported, 
the United States consigned 5,893,514 cwt. and Canada 2,094,248 cwt, ; 
Denmark, which in 1913 sent us nearly half our supplies, during the 
past two years has exported to the United Kingdom an almost negligible 
quantity. While the importation of hams has increased so considerably, 
tuere has been little change in the markets of supply, the United States, 
as always, having sent us by far the largest quantity, with Canada as- 
the only other country of any importance in this trade. 
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IUibliltt.*^27i,339 cwt. of dead rabbits were imporicd during 1919* 
of which 270,491 cwt. were frozen, and 848 cwt. fresh. In the previews 
ycaar the quantity was 516,542 cwt., all of it frozen. The pre-war figure 
(1913) was 481,964 cwt. frozen, and 43,614 cwt. fresh. I^actically the 
whole of our supplies of frozen rabbits, as before the War, was received 
from Australia. 


DAIRY PRODUCE AND EDG8, 


Imports of Dairy Produce, Margarine and Eggs. 


Description. 


Qoantitie*;. 

■ 


Value. 


1919 

1918. 

1913. 

1919. 

i 

1918. j 

1913* 



cwt. 

cwt. 1 

cwt. ' 

1 

^ 1 

24,0^,658 

Butter 

1,558,172 

1,578.658 

4,139,028 

19,843.964 ' 

X 9 » 769,738 ! 

Max]garine .. 

459 , 3 <j 9 

301,650 ' 

1,518,297 

2,229,838 

1,563,405 1 
15,905.058 

3,917,701 

Che^ 

Milk, condensed — 

2,124,715 

2,357.103 ; 

2,297.340 

15,219,178 j 

7,035,039 

j 

Unsweetened 

1.033,385 

900,696 i 

50,008 

4.087,168 

3 , 495,768 

89,984 

Sweetened 

2,150,535 

1,666,994 . 

1,202,207 

11.835.076 

1 9,035,173 . 

2 , 095,437 


Great 

Great , 

1 Great 


j 



hundreds. 

hundred^. 

hundreds. 


‘ 4,621,649 1 


E#(gs 

5.644,395 

2,656,415 

21 , 579,950 

8,6x3.326 

9,590,602 


Butter. — The figures in the above table show a practically stationary 
import trade, both in quantity and value, for the years 1919 and 
though a big drop on the pre-war figures. It is noteworthy that the bulk 
of the produce came from distant parts of the world, 3x8,872 cwt. 
being declared from New Zealand, 267,675 cw^t. from the Argentine, 
216,495 cwt. from the United States and 214,689 cwt. from Victoria. 
Denmark, which before the War was by far our pnncipal country’ of 
import, sending us in 1913 no less than 1,706,759 cwt. (or more than 
the total quantity imported m 1919) only exported 290,291 cwt., a 
considerable increase, however, on the 1918 figure of 40,3 27 cwt. Russia 
exported 6,954 cwf. as against none in 1918 and 1917, but 751,414 
cwt. in 1913, when she was the second largest country of import in 
this commodity. 

Gheeae. — The quantities of cheese imported recoided in thej table 
above show very little drop as a result of war conditions, although 
in regard'to value there is an increase of 116 per cent, between 1913 and 

1919. 

There was considerable change in the countries whence we le- 
ceive our supplies. The Kew’ Zealand trade increased from 547,182 
cwt. to 1,239,553 cwt., while a decrease from 1,293,768 cwt. to 647,212 
cwt. is to be noted in the case of Canada, and frem 22,449 cwt. to 
19,856 cwt. in the case of the United States. The Kethcrlands figures 
show a decrease from 291,895 cwt. to 79.21 7 cwt. It may be stated that 
before the War Canada was easily the leading country of import, supply- 
ing us with more than half of our total imports. New Zealand being 
second and the Netherlands third. 

SggB.'—The number of eggs imported during 1919 was 
great hundreds, as against 2,656,415 great hundreds in 1918 and 
^^^j 579 i 95 ^> great hundreds in 1913. The values of these quantities were 
declar^, respectively, at ;^8,6i3,326, ^^4, 621, 649, and £9,590,602, The 
figures show that the importation of eggs, which decreased very con- 
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siderably as a result of war conditions, has shown a marked increase 
during the past year, although it is still a great deal below the pare-war 
quantity, while the cost to the Briti^ purchaser has not decreased to 
any very appreciable extent. The marked fall in our imports of eggs 
is perhaps due chiefly to the fact that Russia during the past two years 
has dropped entirely out of the trade. This fact will be better appre- 
ciated when it is pointed out that in 19x3 Russia sent us nearly ix, 453, 277 
great hundreds, or more than twice the number imported from all 
countries during 1919. A noticeable feature as regards the countries 
whence the eggs were consigned is the increase in the importation from 
North America, Canada exporting 1,476,962 great hundreds (388,985 
great hundreds in 1918) and the United States 1,408.606 great hundreds 
(337»345 great hundreds in X918). Denmark, however, is our principal 
suppli er, sending us 1,638,067 great hundreds iu X9i9 as against 
1. 17^^53.'^ great hundreds in the previous year, but 4,265,000 great 
hundreds in 1913. 


CRAIN AND MiAL. 

Imports of Grain, Pulse and Meals, 


Description 



Quantities. 



Value. 



1919. 

zgxS. 

1913- 

1919. 

1918. 

19x3. 


Wheat 


cwt. 

cwt. 

cwt. 

£ 

£ 

£ 

and 

71.43 -2, 400 

57 , 947 , 6 X 0 

105,878,102 

68,431,182 

53.097,953 

43.849,173 

flour 

1 7,692,190 

26,359,600 

11,978,153 

25,700,8x7 

35.682,697 

6 . 347,771 

Barley 


16,043,900 

5,025,200 

22,439,248 
■ r8,x62.663 

17.836,137 

5,426,0x2 

8,077,100 

Oats 

. . 

1 6,7ir,22i 

10,982,570 

! 6,723151 

11,529.053 

5 , 671.937 

Peas 


‘ 1.136.351 

2,180,665 

1.978,313 

1 2,583.069 

5,406,069 

1.006.735 

Beant (other 

than ' 


haricots) . . 


730.975 

438,511 

1.540,405 

! 875.150 

* 64X.,782 

568,189 

Matze 


16,860,900 

14,490,177 

068,077 

491,827 

, 13,722.033 

13.678,534 

13,769,793 

Oatmeal . . 


1.375.019 

2,908,429 

2,319.703 

4,823,821 

607,761 

Maixe meal 
Other com 

and 

2.313.768 

1,447,664 

2,252,446 

1,631,090 

182,4x3 

meal .. 

•• 

10,311,533 

14,623,099 

10,791,419 

14.309^947 

22,251,683 

5.413,736 

Total 

•• 

14.“). 207, 257 

136,403,525 

225.283,962 

154.753.635 

154,168,694 

85,494 626 


Our supplies of wheat during 19x9 were received principally from 
the United States (31,768,300 cwt.), Canada (17,857,800 cwt.), Australia 
(x 4,950, 500 cwt.) and the Argentine (6,818,800 cwt.). l^rley was 
received from the United States {10,793,200 cwt.) and Canada (4,830,200 
cwt.) , and oats from the United States (2,956,021 cwt.), and the 
Argentine (2,069,700 cwt.). 

Maize was chiefly imported from the Argentine (13,914,800 cwt.), 
and Beans from China (526,690) cwt. 


FRUIT AND VEGETABLES* 

Fruit — Raw fruit was imported to the value of ;f29,685,782 in 19^9* 
as compared with ;£i3,5i5,978 in T918 and ;£ii, 625,979 in 1915. It 
is not possible to give the quantities which these ^ues represent, 
but the following figures as to the quantities of certain kinds of fruit 
imported which may compete with the produce of the British farmer 
are of interest : — 
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1919. 

1918. 

1913- 


cwt. 

cwt. 

cwt. 

Apples .. 

2,967,284 

43:0,169 

3,257.419 

Pears . . 

372.799 

2.436 

718,928 

Plums . . 

88,291 

— 

409,877 

Cherries 

19,121 

50 

62,267 

Strawberries . . 

35,831 

— 

15,040 

Currants 

52,531 

1.981 

108,691 

Gooseberries . . 

16,906 

— 

8,086 

retables. — 





Import of Vegetables. 



1919. 

1918. 

19 ^ 3 - 

Potatoes, cwt. 

988,879 

i>oi 5,793 

9.427,316 

Onions, bush. . . 

6,931.635 

4,342,586 

9,105,164 

Tomatoes, cwt. 

1.306,368 

516.412 

1,582,986 


The bulk of our supplies of potatoes came from the Channel Islands 
{744,963 cwt.),with the Netherlands second, and France third. The 
potato harvest in England and Wales in 19T 9 amounted to 2,733,000 tons, 
which, although 1,476,000 tons less than in 1918 (by far the largest crop 
recorded) is 50,000 tons more tlian the pre-war average. 

The importation of hops recovered from 52 cwt. in 1918 to 154.453 
cwt. in T919, as against the 1913 figure of 262,184 cwt. The values 
were 1919, ;f2,374.ii5; 1918, £210; and 1913, ;^i, 753 »oo 3 ‘ The 
United States has remained the pnncipal country of import. The 
total production of home-grown hops in 1919 amounted to 194,000 
cwt., which is half as much again as that of last year, but only about 
less than half of the pre-war average. 


CLOVER STEM-ROT. 

{Sclerotinia trifoliorum, Erik.) 

A. D. Cotton, 

Mycologist to the Ministry of Agriculture and Fisheries. 

The fact that Red Clover, if grown repeatedly on the same 
land, suffers from Clover bickness ” has been common 
knowledge for more than a century. For many years the 
nature of this malady was a matter of speculation, but the 
work of various investigators has shown that it is due to at 
least two distinct diseases, the one caused by the eelworm 
Tylenchus dcvastatrix, and the other by the fungus Sclerotinia 
trifoliorum. In spite of this, however, it is only quite recently 
that the symptoms of the two diseases have been generally 
recognised and the appropriate methods of treatment adopted. 

The most recent work* shows that amongst leguminous 
crops species susceptible to one disease are not necessarily 

• See Amos, A.. Jour. Boy. Agric. Soc. England. Vol. 79, pp. 68-88. 
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susceptible to the other, and, vice versa, hence the extreme 
importance of correctly identifying the nature of the disease. 
The present article deals solely with the fungus disease now 
usually termed Clover Stem-rot and caused by the fungus 
Sclerotinia irijolxorum. The Clover Eelworm Disease is dealt 
with in Leaflet No. 46, issued by the Ministry. 

DMorlptloii of Clover Stem-rot — vStem-rot attacks the clover 
plant in winter and spring, and causes a rotting of the leaves 
and shoots. If the attack is slight, the crowns may escape 
damage and later develop healthy growth, but in bad cases the 
fungus works down into the roots and completely kills the plants. 
In damp w^eather the disease spreads rapidly and in a short time 
destroys the foliage of w^hole fields ; if dry or fipsty weather 
prevails its progress is checked, but it is liable to renew its 
activity wnth the recurrence of suitable weather-conditions in 
spring or, indeed, at any time up to the cutting of the crop. 

Careful inspection show^s that Stem-rot usually commences 
in November. Spores of the fungus Sclerotinia are at that 
season abundant in the air and give rise to the disease. Having 
once gained a footing, the fungus, which appears externally 
as a sparse white mould, spreads readily over the foliage. The 
affected leaves and shoots are quickly destroyed and turn a 
characteristic olive-brown or yellowish- brown colour. Many 
separate spore-infections usually occur in any given area, but 
in addition to this, owdng to the close proximity of the clover 
plants, the fungus easily spreads from one plant to another. 

All the stems are not necessarily killed, and the shoots which 
escape injury, together with new buds from the crowm, develop 
fresh growth in spring, though this is naturally rather weak. 
In bad cases, however, the fungus invades the roots and kills 
Ihe plants outright ; and w^hen damp, muggy conditions 
prevail, and the land is thoroughly infested, very serious loss 
over an extensive area may occur. 

Contamination of the Land.— The fungus perpetuates itself 
in the soil by means of resting bodies knowm as sclerotia. These 
bodies, which are formed chiefly early in the year and in spring, 
are hard, black in colour, and spherical or flattened in shape. 
The sclerotia occur chiefly around the collar of the plants or on 
the dead roots, and may be found 3 or 4 in. below the surface 
of the soil (see Fig. i). They also occur in and on the stems, 
in which position their development may readily be traced. 
It win be seen that each arises as a dense, white, cushion- 
like growth which soon turns grey and finally becomes firm 
with a hard, black coat. Inside they are white and ol the 
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texture of cheese. It is important to be able to recognise these 
bodies since they form one of the readiest methods of identifying 
the exact nature of the disease. 

The sclerotia, when buried in the soil, are capable of retaining 
their vitality for a number of years. In any case they remain 
dormant during the summer after their production, but may 
germinate with the rains and cooler weather of late autumn 
and give rise to bodies producing spores. In order to germinate 
they have to be near the suiface. Those that are deeply 
buried remain dornmnt and germinate at irregular intervals, 
as they are successively brought to the surface in the ordinary 
routine of farm cultivation. 

On germination the sclerotia gWe rise to small, brownish 
pink, cup-shaped toadstools {apothecia) (see Figs. 2 and 3), 
which contain in their upper portions vast numbers of spores. 
In common with many fungi belonging to the same group, 
the apothecia when mature forcibly discharge their spores, 
which on a warm, sunny day are visible minute clouds. 

These spores alight on the foliage* of the surrounding plants, 
and readily germinate, thus giving rise to the mycelium which 
produces the new infection. 

Relative tueoeptiblllty of Leiaruminoue Crops. — The fungus 5. 
irifoliorum attacks many kinds of leguminous plants, though 
with varying degrees of intensity. The following list is based 
on observations carried out in Cambridgeshire* : — 

Common or Broad Red Clover, — Extremely siivsceptible. 

Late-flowering Red Clover or Single-cut Cow-grass — Very sus- 
ceptible. 

Lucerne. — Very susceptible during the first year, less so later. 

— Susceptible, especially the first year, occasionally 
severely attacked. 

Trefoil. — Not often severely attacked. 

Alsike Of Swedish Clover. — Occasionally attacked, but not 
severely. 

Dutch White Clover. — Occasionally attacked, but not severely. 

It must be remembered that the above list refers exclu- 
sively to the Stem-rot Disease. The names of the varieties 
resistant to the Eelworm Disease will be found on p. 4 of 
Leaflet No. 46. Of other plants the disease is known to attack 
beans, but crops of peas and tai'cs are apparently quite 
immune. 

Distinotlon between Stem-rot and Eelworm Dieeaee.— The leaves 
and shoots of plants attacked by Stem-rot die off rapidly in 
late autumn and winter and turn an olive-brown colour ; 

For further details see paper by A. Amos, relerred to on p. 1241. 



1244 Clover Stem-rot. ' ’ ' [mail. 


subsequently, the black sderotia devdop on the dead root® 
and stems. If the crown is not injured the plants may make 
new growth in spring and largely recover. Stem-rot is more 
or less regularly distributed over the fields, though certain 
portions may be more seriously affected than others. 

In the case of Edworm Disease the affected plants first turn 
pale in colour and the new growth is stunted, the stems being 
short and swollen and the leaves deformed. Diseased plants 
may live for some time, but they never recover, the foliage 
finally turning brown and the plants dying away. The 
Eelworm Disease commences from definite spots and spreads 
slowly but steadily outwards from these. 

Control Moaouroo. — In order to starve the fun^ out of the 
land as completely as possible, an interval of at least 8 years, 
and preferably 12, should be allowed before sowing common 
red dover or late-flowering red clover (single-cut cow-grass) 
on infested land. 

During this time the less susceptible crops, sainfoin, trefoil, 
aisike, or Dutch white clover should be substituted, either 
alone or with Italian rye-grass. Peas and tares may also 
safdy be taken. 

\\’hen red clover is next taken it should be sown in conjunc- 
tion with Italian rye-grass or with aisike and trefoil. 

It has been observed that red clover, if sown amongst wheat 
after beans, often becomes badly diseased. This sequence, 
therefore, should be avoided. 

With regard to manures, further research is needed, but 
heavy dressings of organic and nitrogenous manures should 
be avoided, and an adequate supply of Ume, potash and 
jfliosphates will tend to produce robust growth. On rich land 
subject to disease, grazing by sheep in September and October 
is of some value in reducing the thick foliage and so checking 
the rapid spread of the fungus. 




12 

Fig. I. — ^Drawing of dead Red Clover root in spiing sho^ving the black 
sclcrotia at the collar and on the root. 

Fig. 2. — Drawing showing the “ toad -stool like boJic's {apotheci.i) produced 
from the sclerotia with the soil washed aw.i\. Jhese Iniigi devclopiii I.ite autumn 
and discharge spores winch bring about iU‘W’ outbreaks ol the disease. 

Fig. 3. — Photograjih ol a grou]>o{ apothecia i-itit. (Inn this photograph the 
Ministry is indebted to Mi. F. R. IVtherbndge, M.A., of Cambridge University.) 
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THE SKIN SPOT DISEASE OF POTATO 

TUBERS. 

{Oospora pustvlans.) 

The following is an abridged and slightly modified account 
of a paper by Miss M. N. Owen on the Skin Spot disease of 
potato tubers. The research was carried out in the Ministry’s 
Laboratory for Plant Pathology at the Royal Botanic Gardens, 
Kew, and the original paper was published in the Kew Bulletin of 
Miscellaneous Information, No. 8, 1919. As this little-known 
disease appears to be on the increase, and as it is capable of 
causing considerable damage to the eyes of “ seed ” potatoes, it 
is thought advisable to reprint a portion of the article and one 
of the illustrations. For technical details the reader is referred 
to the full paper. 


introduotory. — The disease known as Skin Spot is one of the 
minor diseases of potato tubers, and one which has never been 
thoroughly investigated. It is essentially a disease which 
develops in storage, a fact which probably accounts for its 
having been so long overlooked and so little understood. In 
certain seasons, however. Skin Spot is very abundant, and it 
appears to be becoming more prevalent than formeriy. The 
affected tubers are dotted over with small dark spots, which 
are at times so numerous as to weaken or even to kill the 
eyes, and by disfigurement to lower the market value of the 
tubers. 

In this article a description of the causal fungus, which proves 
to be a new species of the genus Oospora, is given, together 
with an account of its growth in pure culture, infection experi- 
ments, and notes as to the effects of the disease on the tubers. 
Although there is room for further work to be carried out with 
regard to the Skin Spot disease and the causes contributing 
to its development, it is thought that the results obtained 
should be placed on record, especially since no detailed account 
of the disease exists, and the identity of the fungus causing 
the disease was quite unknown. 

Actariwi AmwarwiM «f tiw disms*.— The external characters 
«f “ Sldn %>ot,” although not very striking, are quite dis- 
tinctive, and ttere is not much likelihood of confusing it with 
other ■" qK>ts." WTien a large number of potatoes are ex- 
■nined it becomes apparent that the spot may assume a some- 



1246 Skin Spot Disease of Potato Tubers. [mar., 


what different form according to the variety of potato on which 
it occurs. In the case of the coarser-skinned varieties, such as 
“ Arran Chief,” a definite pimple is developed, and the skin, 
which is never ruptured, is stretched tightly over the swelling, 
giving it a rather shiny appearance, which is most marked 
when a number of spots have arisen so close to one another 
that they coalesce. These swellings when dry are very similar 
in colour to the normal skin, but on being wetted stand out 
as a darker brown. In the case, however, of the thinner- 
skinned and smooth varieties, such as “ King Edward,” the 
diseased areas are rarely if ever raised, but consist of small 
sunken dark circular spots with a slightly raised centre, the 
area being brown or even black in colour. ThS latter agrees 
exactly with the description given by Pethybridge. These 
two forms have never been noted on one and the same tuber ; 
intermediates, however, sometimes occur. In the case of both 
the pimple and the flat form, each affected area appears to be 
-the result of individual and separate infection, and rarely 
extends for more than i mm. in diameter, or to a greater 
depth than 2 mm. It has been stated that the rose-end of the 
tuber is more liable to infection than the heel-end, but when a 
large number of specimens are examined this statement is not 
found to hold good. Very frequently, however, one side 
will be much more spotted than the other. Often the spots 
occur so close to one another that many of them merge, and 
thus extend over a considerable area, rendering the tuber 
very unsightly and injuring a considerable portion of the 
surface tissue. 

A noteworthy point in connection with Skin Spot is the ease 
with which an entire spot or scab may be picked out. If 
removed with the point of a needle a white socket of sound 
potato tissue is usually left behind. The explanation of this 
is seen by means of a section, when it becomes apparent that 
the injured area is cuticularised and thus sharply isolated from 
the c^ulose parenchyma of the flesh. 

MiorMoopto Charaotera.— On sectioning one of these spots 
the hyphal threads of the invading fungus are plainly seen 
among the cells of the potato tissue which have become brown 
and dead. The filaments are exceedingly fine, 2-4 fx in diameter, 
Tiyaline or pale brown. The cell-walls appear to be somewhat 
thickened and cuticularised and to be lined with a brown 
’substance, due probably to the decomposition of the cell- 
contents. The fungus penetrates below the periderm and 
Invades the parenchyma, often to a depth of 12-15 cdls. 
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The starch grains in the invaded cells entirely disappear. The 
progress of the fungus is apparently retarded by the cuti- 
cularisation of the cell walls, but attempts are also sometimes 
made on the part of the potato to form definite layers 
of cork below the affected part. In some cases successive 
layers of cork are formed. Early in April, when the fungus 
appears to be most vigorous, the hyphae in the diseased cells 
are very numerous and for the most part hyaline ; but later 
in the season, if similar areas are examined, very few h5^hae 
are found, and these are mostly brown, probably as the result 
of age. Judging from the smallness of the area which results 
from each infection, and from the fact that after a certain 
period of time the hj^hae, instead of penetrating to fresh cells, 
gradually die, the fungus can be regarded as only a very weak 
parasite on the potato tuber. 

Pur* Cultur** of the Fungu*. — In the article published in the 
Kew Bulletin there followed here an account of pure cultures 
of the fungus in the Laboratory and a discussion as to its 
systematic position. The fungus is named Oospora pustulans, 
Owen and Wakefield, and a technical description is supplied. 
An account is also given of the inoculation experiments carried 
out at Kew, where potato tubers were successfully inoculated 
with portions of the fungus grown in pure culture. 

Po**llil* M*th*ds of Spread. — ^'I'he following two sets of experi- 
ments were conducted in order to ascertain by what means the 
disease is carried from one season to another, and its method 
of spread in the soil. 

The first set was carried out in pots. Clean tubers of “ Mid- 
lothian Early,” " Witch Hill,” “ British Queen,” and ‘‘ May 
Queen ” were planted singly, at the end of April, in soil with 
which had been mixed peelings of diseased tubers. It was 
ascertained a few weeks later that the fungus was growing 
out from the inner side of the potato peelings, and was develop- 
ing an abundant supply of spores. It is obvious, therefore, 
that the soil could easily be infected in this way. 

The second series was conducted on the experimental ground 
at Kew, in a plot where the soil is a sticky silt. In order to 
test the possibility of the plants contaminating the soil a number 
of very badly infected tubers were planted in spring. The 
results showed that very little spread appears to take place during 
the first season, as on lifting in autumn, the crop was perfectly 
clean and no spots developed on the tubers during winter. It 
should be noted, however, that though the blotches or pimples 
produced by this fungus are sometimes ruptured under artificial 
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conditions, this does not take place naturally, so that in nature 
the fungus does not, perhaps, readily gain access to the soil, 
probably not until after the tubers decay. Should the soil be 
suitable for the fungus, in all probability tubers planted the 
following season would yield an infected crop. 

Soonomio importanoe of the Diooaoe. — Since Skin Spot is a 
disease which develops in store and is not usually visible 
until the early spring, its economic importance might be 
expected to be slight. With regard to ware potatoes this is 
correct, for, as its name implies, the diseased areas are for 
the most part confined to the skin, and though the flesh of the 
tuber is penetrated to a slight extent by the fungus, it entails 
no appreciable waste in peeling. Beyond, therefore, rendering 
the tubers unsightly, and thus somewhat reducing their market 
value, this form of injury is not great. 

In the case of seed potatoes, however. Skin Spot is of con- 
siderably more importance. When a crop in spring shows much 
infection, or the spots on the tubers are closely crowded to.- 
gether, there is a great danger of the eyes being injured. If the 
eyes are unaffected the shoots will grow and the plants will 
yield a normal healthy crop. This has been proved during 
two consecutive seasons at Kew. It should be remembered, 
however, that if the soil be suitable for the fungus it may 
become badly contaminated with the fungns, and future 
potato crops will be liable to suffer. On. the other hand, 
where infection has taken place in the neighbourhood of the 
eyes, the eyes are definitely injured and even killed. Ex- 
amination of tubers affected at the eyes shows that the fungus 
appears to penetrate, particularly deeply, the tissues around 
the eyes, and that in many cases relatively large areas of 
tissue may be killed. It has been observed by means of 
sections that the fungus at times not only kills the tissue 
around the eye, but also that immediately below it. 

Although the primary eyes may be killed, it sometimes 
happens that secondary eyes may develop. Tubers of “ King 
Edward,” most of the eyes of which had been killed by Oospora, 
were placed in boxes to sprout in the usual way, and it was 
found that of the injured and killed eyes about 45 per cent, 
developed secondary eyes. Sections through some of these 
showed that the new buds had pushed their way through the 
dead tissue. This method of development has been described 
by Goebel* These new buds appeared to be fairly strong and 


* Einleitung in die Experimentelie Morphologic der Pdaniseii, 19081 
pp. 2 ai*- 822 . 
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their production affords an explanation of a phenomenon noted 
when badly spotted tubers were planted at Kew, namely, that 
all the tubers developed strong plants. On account of the 
check at the start, however, the plants would be later, and the 
yield reduced. Though thc^e secondary eyes are undoubtedly 
developed fairly frequently, many eyes aic killed completely, 
and if it can be avoided it is h ghly undesirable to plant badly 
spotted tubers. It has been suggested that the development of 
Skin Spot is favoured by bad ventilation during storage, but 
from observations made in England last year it is clear that 
Skin Spot is often entirely absent in very badly ventilated 
clamps, and that it sometimes develops in pits where the 
ventilation is at all events quite up to the average. 

The evidence at present available points to the fact that 
Scotch seed is more affected than English se^ed, but the question 
as to wh(ith(,T this is the result of more generally affected soil, 
the natuH' of the season, or the methods of storage, must remain 
over for a futurc‘ investigation. 

Summary. — The dis('ase of potato tubers known as Skin Spot 
is caused by a fungus belonging to the Ilyphomycetes. The 
fungus is not Spicaria solani, Karting, as has been prev.oiisly 
thought, but a minute species hitherto undescribed, wliich 
app(‘ars most suitablj^ placed in the genus Oospora, and is de- 
scribed as a new species (). pHsiulans. The fungus grows readily 
as a saprophyte in culture, including agar and gelatine media, 
but more freely on sterilised vegetable tis-»ues. The morph(^- 
logical characters of the fungus as seen in artilicial cultures are 
described in detail. 

Field inoculat ons with spores of the fungus were successful 
in a certain number of cast*s in producing the spot on the tubers, 
and the fungus was re-isolated from the affected tubers. 
Further work on the life history of the fungus is required, as 
it is not certain whether the tubers are infected in the soil only 
or also during storage. The exact type of soil and the con- 
ditions under which Skin Spot develops with special virulence 
are not yet clear. 

With regard to the injury caused by the disease, the fungus 
is confined to the surface layers, and is often sharply isolated 
from the mass of the flesh by a layer of cork cells. Tubers, 
however, may be so severely spotted as to be greatly disfigured 
and to be depreciated in value. In addition to this it is shown 
that previous suppositions with regard to the injury caused by 
the fimgus to the eyes were correct. ^^^Ien infection takes 
place in the neighbourhood of the eyes these are we<akened or 

4 0 
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kUled. In spite of the fact that in some cases secondary eyes 
are developed, seed tubers may undoubtedly be very seriously 
injured when the fungus is present in quantity. The only 
preventive measure which can be recommended at present 
is to avoid planting diseased tubers. If badly affected tubers 
are planted, not only are “ misses ” likely to occur, but the 
soil is likely to become seriously contaminated with Skin Spot 
fungus. 


AGRICULTURE ABROAD. 

On the basis of semi-official returns Professor Honcamp, of 
Rostock,* gives the following figures as to the consumption 
. of artificial manures in Germany during 

twelve months just prior to the outbreak 
of war and twelve months ended shortly 
before the cessation of hostilities : 

Phosphoric 

Nitrogen. Acid. Potash. 

(N). (P.O ). (K.O). 

Tons. Tons. Tons. 

1st May, 1913 to 30th April, 1914 210,000 630,000 557,350 

1st May, 1917 to 30th April, 19x8 92,334 325,800 779,400 

Calculated in pounds per acre (roughly 32,000,000 hectares. 
So, 000,000 acres, under cultivation in Germany 1913-14) these 
figures would work out : 

Phosphoric 

Nitrogen. Acid. Potash. 

(N). (P.OJ. (K.O). 

1913-14 584 17-5 155 

1917-18 .. .. .. .. 2'56 9’o6 21-68 

This would amovmt to an application in pounds per acre of 
total cultivated area of the following quantities of sulphate of 
ammonia (20 per cent. N.), superphosphate (t8 per cent.) and 
kainit (13 per cent.) (or their equivalents — nitrate of soda. 


nitrolim etc. ; basic slag ; 

potash salts). 

StUphcUe 

of 

Super* 

phosphate. 

Kainit. 


A mmonia. 
W, 

lb. 

lb. 

1913-14 

29*2 

97-2 

II 9 

19Z7-XB .. 

.. 12-8 

50-3 

167 


• Veber Produhtion Verbroneh und Bedarf on Pflontemtihrstoffen. 
PUhling’s Landw, ZeUung, 15/16 Heft, 1919, p. 282. 
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To the artificial manures must be added (i) farm3rard manure, 
estimated before the War at 200,000,000 tons, with a content 
of o'3 per cent, each of nitrogen and potash and 0.15 per cent, 
of phosphoric acid, and {2) green manuring, which, it is esti- 
mated, was ploughed in on about 800,000 acres. 


The various amounts of plant food from the different manures 


give the following totals ; — 

Year iqt 3 - 1 4 , 
Farmyard manure 
Green manuring . . 
Artificials 


Nitrogen, 

P.O» 

K,0. 

Tons. 

Tons, 

Tons, 

600,000 

300,000 

600 poo 

28,772 

7,870 

22.798 

210,000 

630,000 

557*350 

838.772 

937.870 

1,180,148 


The writer points out that the chief anxiety of Germany for 
the future will centre round phosphates, the production of 
superphosphate depending entirely, and the production of basic 
slag to a considerable extent, on imports. In 19x0 (iermany's 
output of basic slag was 62*3 per cent, of the world’s total, 
This, however, was only possible with a large import of, chiefly, 
phosphatic ores, the imports amounting to 11,000,000 tons of 
ore as against a home production of 23,000,000 tons. 

An article in the Frankfurter Zeitung* estimates the total 
nitrogen consumption of Germany in 1913 at 222,500 tons, of 
which amount Chilian nitrate contributed more than one half. 
Now that the Aniline Syndicate has decided to double its capital 
by an issue of shares to the value of 300,000,000 marks, it is 
calculated that the output of nitrogen by the Haber-Bosch 
process will reach 300,000 tons annually, which is more than 
the total consumption before the War. The addition of sulphate 
of ammonia and nitrate of lime opens up the prospect of an 
output of 400,000 to 500,000 tons. 

The report of the Swedish War Food Committee estimates 
the total amount of animal manure produced in Sweden in the 
year 1912-13 at 22,612,105 tons. The manurial values assigned 
are, however, about half as much again as those given in the 
German estimate above. No allowance is made for green 
manuring, but, on the other hand, human manure is included. 


* Chimie et Industrie, Vol. 3, No. x, January, 1920, p. 138. 

402 
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The following table sums up the total tonnage of plant food 
produced for the year in question ; — 


Production and Consumption of the various Plant-foods, 
1912-13. 




Nitrogen. 


Phosphoric Arid. 


Potash, 1 

Kud of 


1 

1 







Manure. 

Produc- Import- 
tioii. ation. 

1 Con- 
sump- 
tion. 

. 

Produc- 

tion. 

Import- 

ation. 

Con- 

sump- 

tion. 

Produc- 

tion. 

Import- 

ation* 

Con- 

sump- 

tion. 


tons. 

1 tons. 

tons. 

tons. 

tons. 

tons. 

tons. 

tons. 

tons. 

Animal manure 

100,836 

— 

100,836 

51,156 

— - 

51,^56 

117,745 


117,745 

Poudrette . . 

333 

— 

333 

166 

— 

166 

133 

— 

133 

Latnne 

3 » 9 oo 

— 

3,900 

3,000 

! 

3,000 

1,200 

— • 

1,200 

Artificial 







1 

Manure. . 

2,017 

4,081 

6,098 

3,515 

128,891 

3^,406 


19,668 

19 668 

Total 

TO 7,086 

4,081 

111,167 

57,837 

28,891 

86,728 1 119,078 

1 

19.668 

138,746 


[Note. — The totals for animal manure, calculated on the same basis as 
Honcamp's figures above, work out respectively at Nitrogen and Potash, 
67,836 tons, and phosphoric acid, 33,918 tons. This will reduce the three 
total consumption figures to mtrogen, 78,167 tons, phosphoric acid, 
69,490 tons, and potash, 88,837 tons.) 

( 5 i>. AUmniina Landthnikssnlsluips Mcdlemsblady No. 1919.) 


By a law of jist October, 19; 9.* local authorities, of the 
French departments and communes are empowered to acquire 
„ _ . land for the purpose of re-solliug in lots for 

The lots for labourers’ co,ttages, including 
a garden, are not to exceed 10 ares acre) ; small holdings 
of whatever area are not to exceed 10,000 francs (£400)t in 
value. The preamble defines the object of the law as being 
to facilitate the acquisition of smaU properties by labourers 
and by poor families, and it is provided that in disposing of 
the lots regard is to be had to the character of the applicants 
and the number of children. Further, preference is to be 
given to those who, for the purpose of purchase, have obtained 
long term credit from a recognised soiffce. The land is to be 
offered at such a price that the local authorities neither gain 
nor lose on the transaction ; the price is to be cash down. 
The conditions imposed upon the purchaser are that properties 
so acquired may not be disposed of for ten years, may not be 
used for other purposes, and, in the case of a small holding, 
that the land be cultivated by the holder himself or with the 
aid of members of his family. 


• Journal OffiMy ist November, 1919. 
t Normal exchange. 
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In an article on a strike of farm-hands in the Province of 
Groningen, Holland, which lasted from the 5th May to the 

A«H«nu«r.i T.B«T.r of ^^st year, M. F. P. Lohnis* 

^ in WaIUwiI ^ gives some interesting facts as to hours 
and conditions of labour in that part of 
Holland. In the north and south-east of the Province it 
is customary to work from 6 to 11.30 a.m. and from i to 
5.30 p.m. In the intervening district (the Oldambt) work 
begins at 5 or 6 a.m., and is carried on until i or 2 p.m. 
Afterwards the labourer's time is at his own disposal. Many 
of the labourers are provided with a not inconsiderable 
piece of fann or garden land, for the working of which 
they are by local custom allowed the use of their employers’ 
horses, and have certain other perquisites. They are thus 
able to keep a small amount of stock of their own, and are to 
some extent rather small holders than mere labourers. 


A RECEIPT Belgian law on agricultural education, published 
in the Moniteur Beige of ist December, takes the place of 
the law of 4th April, 1S90. The new law 

Agricnltaral provides for two higher agricultural in- 
Education m *1., . , r ?• u • i. x- v n 

Belgium stitutcs, at one of which instruction shall 

be given in French, and at the other in 
Flemish. The Government system of agricultural training 
may also include the establishment of agricultural schools, 
both primary and secondary, and courses of teaching and 
lectures on agricultural and horticultural subjects. The 
Government may further, under certain conditions, subsidise 
agricultural and horticultural schools, courses and lectures. 


organised by communes, public bodies, or individuals. Hither- 
to the Belgian Government has only possessed one higher 
agricultmral institute — that of Geinbloux: apart from this 
all methods of instruction provided for in the new law would 
appear to have been in existence under the old. One of the 
most interesting feature.? of the Belgian system are the lectures 
and courses of training on agricultural subjects, for which the 
Government agricultural experts (Agronomes d'Etat) are 
responsible. In the winter of igio-ii, courses of a varying 
number of lessons were given in 367 centres, and ttic average 
attendance at each lesson was 65. The lectures for farmers 
wives in the same winter numbered 392, wdth an average 
attendance of 67. Another feature is the travelling school for 


• Tijdschrifl der Nederlands. Hctdemij., ist February, 1920. 
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girls (Ecole mdiaggie ambulaote) -which gives training in the 
domestic side of farm life, including daurying. The school 
generally remains for about four months in one locality and 
then moves on to another. In the three years ended 1911 
there -were 79 sessions, attended by 1,372 pupils, of whom 1,221 
obtained the final certificate.* 

The Agricultural School of the University of Louvain was, 
before the War, a very important factor in Belgian agricultural 
education. It was not supported by Government funds. 

A TABLE has been prepared, showing the number of live 
stock per 100 acres of cultivated land in the United Kingdom 
and other European countries. ITie total 
Live Stock to the guttle per 100 acres in the United Kingdom 

Europe. against 40 m Belgium, 38 m 

Holland, and 32 in Denmark. There are 
9 dairy cows to the United Kingdom's 100 acres, as against 20 
on a similar area in Belgium, 20 in Holland, 18 in Denmark, 
and 15 in Sweden. There are 8 pigs, as against 30 in Belgium, 
23 in Holland, 21 in Denmark, and 26 in Germany. The 
number of goats in the United Kingdom is so small that it 
is not expressed in figures. Switzerland is said to keep 6 to the 
100 acre, Germany 4, and Holland 4. 


NOTICES OF BOOKS. 

The toil : an introduction to the Scientilic Study of the Gro-wth of 
Crops. — Sir A. D. Hall, K.C.B., F.R.S. (London : John Murray, 1920, 
7s. td. net). The third edition of this well-known standard work, 
recently published, is arranged on similar lines to the second edition, 
but the author slates that after an interval of eleven years considerable 
re-vision has become necessary in a book dealing with a subject growing 
so rapidly as the science of tlie soil. During the period in question the 
chief addition to knowledge has been the extended light upon the 
oiganisms of the soil, and their functions gained through the Rothamsted 
investigations. The current views upon the structure of clay and many 
of the reactions of the soil in which the clay takes part have been con- 
siderably modified through the development of the conception of colloids 
which 1ms taken place of late years. In many other instances it has 
been found necessary- either to record some additional knowledge or to 
modify the point of view. The volume mds witit a useful biblio- 
graphy. 

Food Supplloo In Foaoo and War. — Sir R. Henry Rew, 

(London : Longmans, Green and Co., 1920, 6s. ti. net). In this book 

• SHuatton de I'Ensgignment Agricole. Rapport Trimnal, Annfos 1909— 
19x1, Bruxelles, 1913. 
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Sir Henry Rew is mainly concerned with the condition of agriculture 
in Great Britain before, during, and after the War, from the point of 
view of the fanner and the outlook of the consumer. He compares 
very favourably the returns obtained from British agriculture with 
those recorded in respect of the principal countries on the Continent, 
and suggests that there are indications of a rapid recovery of agriculture 
in Europe, following on the disturbing effect of the War, and that in 
this recovery Great Britain will play no inconsiderable part. A chapter 
of some length on the State control of food supplies during the War, 
and a short concluding chapter on the personal factor in the agricultural 
industry, are likely to be of particular interest to some readers in view 
of the special qualifications of the author to speak on these subjects. 

Th« ruiiflrai OlMatet of the Commoii Lnroh. — W. E. Hiley (Oxford : 
Clarendon Press, 1919, 12s. 6 d.), The great value of the larch tree is 
known to all foresters, but its successful culture is always risky owing 
to its extreme susceptibility to disease, especially Larch Canker. Many 
investigations have been carried out in the past and much has been 
written, the bulk of which was useful and sound. The appearance of 
a new book on the subject is of special interest, the more so since it is 
the product of a well-known worker in the School of Forestry at Oxford, 
and embodies the results of a special and critical study. 

The book covers the whole field of larch diseases, the dreaded 
canker, the heart-rot diseases which are the cause of unsuspected 
damage in apparently healthy trees, the Honey fungus and the Jeaf and 
seedling diseases. Much space is devoted to causes predisposing the 
plants to disease, and to cultural details. The chapters on canker deal 
witli the canker fungus, its growth in tlie tissues, its mode of entry, the 
importance of wounds, and many other questions connected with the 
subject. Perhaps the most important paragraphs are those in which 
the author puts forw^ard at length his view s on the manner in which the 
trees are naturally infected by the fungus, namely, through the small 
dead lateral shoots. He is of opinion tliat the entry by means of 
wounds, though frequent, has in the past been over-estimated. The 
whole section on larch canker is of great importance and should be 
widely read. 

Only second in interest are the chapters on heart-rots. These are 
dealt with in detail and provide by far the fullest account available in 
the English language. The most dangerous fungus of this group is 
Fofnes annosus, which is well known to give special trouble on land 
planted with trees for the first time. A view^ previously put forward, 
and here elaborated by the author, namely, that poor aeration of the 
subsoil causes the death of the main anchor roots, thus laying them 
open to attack by Fotnes, is discussed, and appropriate preventive 
measures are suggested. The general conclusion, however, is reached 
that trees other than larch are more suitable for first rotation on agri- 
cultural land. Chapters on the exceedingly destructive Honey fungus 
and on the seedling and leaf diseases are also given, and the work 
concludes with a general summary in w hich many cultural details are 
discussed. 

The work, which is freely illustrated, is a valuable and important 
contribution to the literature of the subject. Its appearance is pa^ 
ticularly opportune and should be carefully studied by all interested 
in the cultivation of the larch. 
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Syllabus of tlis Horaos Plunkott FoundatJon Lsoturss on Rural 
Soolology. — ^A. W. Ashby (Institute for Research in Agricultural Econo* 
mics, Parks Road, Oxford, post free). These lectures were delivered 
by Mr. A. W. Ashby at the Barnett House, Oxford, during the 
Michaelmas term. 1919. The course was intended to provide an 
introduction to the study of rural society and to general social conditions 
in agricultural districts. Although not primarily historical, the lectures 
deal with aspects of the history of rural life in England and Wales during 
the 19th century. The reading courses suggested in the pamphlet 
should be of value to outside students. 

Report of the Army Cattle Committee. — Part II. — (London: H.M. 
Stationery Office, 1919. 2d. net.) The Committee appointed in 1917 

to make arrangements for the purchase of cattle in the United Kingdom 
for the feeding of the Army during the latter months of the year 1917 
have recently issued Part 11 . of their Report. The period during which 
the Committee were called upon to provide the troops in Great Britain 
with home-killed meat extended from ist wSeptember, 1 91 7, to December, 
1917, and during this time 76,186 head of cattle were purchased and 
dispatched to the abattoirs. The object of the issue of Part II. of the 
Report is to give particulars of the purchases, including the number and 
w Jight of cattle dealt with and the expenditure incurred during the period 
o' the work. In their concluding observations the Committee record 
th it their methods of organisation of purchase throughout the country 
formed the basis of the rationing and control of live stock by the Ministry 
of Food, which was extended to all civilian supplies at the close of the 
Committee’s operations. 

Part T. of the Report, which was issued in 1918 (price is. net.), 
co.i tains the statistical data which the Committee used as the basis of 
their action in the purchase of supplies. A number of tables of 
ret irns of cattle and meat production in this country, are given, and 
shouldjbe useful for purposes of reference to those interested in the 
subject. 

Report or the Intor-Oepartmontal Commlttoo on Meat Supplies. — 

(London : H.M. Stationery Office, 1919. 3d. net.) The terms of refer- 

ence of this Committee were “ to consider and report on the means of 
securing sufficient meat supplies for the United Kingdom at reasonable 
prices, with special regard to the development of meat production in 
the United Kingdom, and to the protection of British markets and of 
producing countries within the Empire from domination by foreign 
organisations." This wide subject is dealt with under four headings : 
(i) the present situation, (2) the future production with regard to the 
United Kingdom, Oversea Dominions, and British meat companies 
in foreign countries, (3) distribution in the United Kingdom, and (4) 
general anti-trust measures. The Report concludes with a number of 
conclusions and recommendations. 

Rsport or ths Ovsrooa Sottlomaiit Commlttoo. — (London: II.M. 
Stationery Office, 1920. 3d. net.) This Report is for the year ended 

31 st December last, and deals with the question of settlement overseas 
within the Empire, and emigration to foreign countries. The Committee 
make a number of observations and recommendations with a view of 
enabling the Government to deal with the problems which are likely to 
arise during the present period of “ reconstruction." Certain informa- 
tion contained in the Rq>ort may be of interest to intending land 
settlers from this country, although little matter is purely agricultural. 
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Allotm^ntt. — In reply to questions by Sir K. Wood, the Parliamentary 
Secretary to the Ministry of Agriculture stated that the Minister had 
power under Section 3 (i) of the Land Settle- 
Replies to ttneBtions ment (Facilities) Act, 1919, up to 19th August, 
in Parliament 1922, when he was satisfied that in any county 
affecting Agriculture, the council were not providing land to be 
leased to a parish council or a parish meeting 
lor the provision of allotments to such extent as in the opinion of the 
Ministry was desirable, to acquire land for the purpose. In the case of 
a borough council, other than a council of a county borough, an urban 
district council, or a parish council or meeting, if the Minister was 
satisfied after holding a local inquiry, that these councils and the County 
Council had failed to fulfil their statutory obligations to provide land 
for allotments, he might under Section 24 of the Smallholdings and 
Allotments Act, 1 908, as amended by the Land Settlement (Facilities) 
Act, 1919 transfer the powers of the County Council to the Smallholdings 
Commissioners of the Ministry in order that the allotments requir^ 
might be provided. Further, he was advised that there was no power 
wnder the Smallholdings and Allotments Act, 1908, or the Land Settle- 
ment (Facilities) Act, icjtq, for the Minister or a County Council to act 
in default of the council of a county borough in regard to the provision 
of allotments. He went on to state that the details of the constitution 
of the Council of Agriculture for England, the Council of Agriculture 
for Wales, and the Agricultural Advisory Committee of England and 
Wales had not yet been finally settled. In the model scheme for' the 
constitution of a County Agricultural Committee, recently issued to all 
County Councils, they were recommended to include on the committee 
representatives of allotment societies. If, in the case of any county, 
the interests of allotment holders did not appear to be sufficiently 
represented among the members appointed by the County Council, the 
Minister would endeavour to secure that adequate representation was 
given to such interests among the members of the committee, which he 
himself was empowered to give. (19th February, 1920.) 

Agricultural Supplies to make the United Kingdom Self-Supporting, 

— In rejily to a question by Mr. Lambert, the Parliamentary Secretary 
to the Ministr^r of Agriculture stated that the acreage in the 
United Kingdom under wheat, barley, and oats, respectively, in 1919, 
was : — 

Acres. 

Wheat .. .. .. .. 2,370,000 

Barley 1,870,000 

Oats . .. 5,117.000 

'Fo render the United Kingdom self-supporting in cereals (excluding 
maize and other cereals not usually grown in this country) it was es- 
timated that the area under the above cereals would have to be increased 
byjabout 10,700.000 acres, assuming average crops and a consumption 
(including seed and tail corn) at the level reached in 3 9^9* 

The number of cattle, sheep, and pigs in the United Kingdom in 
1919 was : — 

Cattle 12,35.1.000 

Sheep 25.038,000 

Pigs 2.914,000 
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On the basis of the consumption in 1919 it was estimated that these 
numbers would have to be increased to the following extent in order 
to make the United Kingdom self-supporting in beef, veal, mutton, 
lamb, bacon and hams : — 

Cattle 6,400,000 

Sheep 18,900,000 

Pigs . . . . . . . . . . 6,700,000 

The estimated increase in the number of cattle includes an increase 
in cows and heifers sufl&cient to produce the milk required to make 
the country self-supporting as regards butter and cheese on the basis 
of the consumption in 1919. (4th March, 1920.) 

Potatoes. — In reply to a question by Major Wheler whether potato 
growers might plant King Edwards, Arran Chief, and Up-to-date in 
clean and non-infected land in the coming season, the* Parliamentary 
Secretary to the Ministry of Agriculture stated that he had ascertained 
in consultation with the Ministry of Food that there probably would be 
a shortage of home-grown potatoes prior to the 1920 crop becoming 
available, but that it is hoped to reduce the shortage as much as possible 
by importations from abroad. It was not possible at the present time 
to give any estimate of the 1920 crop, which would depend on the acreage 
planted and the weather conditions prevailing during the growing 
period. No alteration of the Wart Disease Order was contemplated 
which would affect in any way the varieties of potatoes planted during 
the coming season, but the Technical Advisers of the Ministry were 
giving careful consideration to the question of an alternative policy 
which might give certain concessions to the grower without endangering 
the further spread of the disease. (24th February, 1920.) 

Consumptloii of Agrloultural Produoo. — In reply to a question by 
Mr. Lambert, the Parliamentaiy^ Secretary to the Ministry of Food 
stated that the estimated consumption by the United Kingdom during 
the year 1919 of wheat, barley, oats, beef, mutton, bacon, butter, and 
cheese was as stated in the following table : — 




Percentage oi Home-grown 

Commodity. 

Estimated 

total 

and Imported Produce 
to Total. 

Consumption. 

-- 

- 



Home-grown. 

Imported. 

Wheat 

tons. 

per cent. 

per cent. 

1 7 » 395 »ooo 

27 

73 

Barley 

1 1,956,000 

64 

36 

Oats 

4,297,000 

92 

8 

Beef and Veal 

995,000 j 

66 

34 

Mutton and Lamb 

368,000 1 

57 

t! 

Bacon and Hams . , 

447.000 

180.000 

1 j 

Butter 

i 58 

42 

Cheese 

145,000 

1 

‘ 30 

70 


Notes. — Cereals , — The quantities are given after deduction for seed, and 
in the case of wheat, for taihngs also. 

Bacon * — ^The quantities given are for bacon as smoked or dried. 

, (i6th FelMTuary, 1920.) 
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Sulphtttt of Ammofila.-— Replying to a question of Mr. Acland, the 
Pariiamentai^ Secretary to the Ministry of Agriculture stated that 
under the existing arrangements the export of sulphate of ammonia was 
prohibited except under licence, an the price at which this material 
was sold by manufacturers and the Ministry of Agriculture and 
Fisheries. In regard to the future, the question was receiving the very 
close consideration of the Ministry with a view to securing adequate 
supplies of sulphate of ammonia and other fertilisers at reasonable 
prices after the close of the present season. (19th February 1920.) 

Foot-and-Mouth DImmo. — In reply to a question by Sir R. Cooper, 
the Parliamentary Secretary to the Ministry of Agriculture stated that 
there had been 28 initial outbreaks of invasion of Foot-and -Mouth 
Disease in England and Wales, from w^hich 87 additional premises, 
contiguous or in the immediate vicinitj^, had become infected, making 
a total of 1 15 premises actually infected with the disease. With the 
exception of one case in Wales, all the outbreaks had occurred in Eng- 
land and Wales. 

Each centre of initial invasion had been successfully eradicated 
and general dissemination of infection prevented. The Ministry's 
officers conducted a searching cross-examination of the owner and atten- 
dants of the affected animals with regard to each initial outbreak, but 
so far no connection had been traced. The spread of the disease to 
premises in the immediate vicinity of an initial outbreak had been 
traced to contaminated attendants, feeding stuffs, water, and to in- 
fected animals which changed hands before the Ministry's officers took 
charge, (3rd March, 1920.) 

Watts Land Raolamatlon. — In reply to a question by Mr. Doyle, 
the Parliamentary Secretary to the Ministr}' of Agriculture stated that 
works were now being carried out for the reclamation of land in the 
neighbourhood of Wainfleet, on the northern shore of the Wash. Several 
schemes for the reclamation of land were prepared subsequent to the 
Armistice, with a view to finding employment for demobilised men. 
In view, however, of the urgent need for the curtaihnent of all public 
expenditure, it was recently decided that none of these schemes, other 
than that already referred to, should be proceeded with, (ist INlarch, 
1920.) 

Liifa itook. In reply to a question by Brigadier-General Colvin, 

the Parliamentary Secretary to the Ministry of Agriculture stated that 
the Ministry were in constant communication with the Ministry of 
Food as to the slaughter of young stock, but in view of the comparative 
failure of the various Orders that had been made with the object of 
restricting slaughter it was considered undesirable to make any further 
Order of the kind at present. It was hoped that the situation vrould 
right itself when meat w^as decontrolled, but if not the matter would be 
further considered, (ist March, 1920.) 

Tomato-grrowlnw* — In reply to a question by Mr. Gwynne, the 
Parliamentary Secretary to the Ministry of Agriculture stated that 
he could not agree that the tomato-growing industry was in any way 
overlooked by his Department. A grant was made to the Lea Valley 
Research Statbn, where many matters concerning the production of 
tomatoes were dealt with. The technical officers of the Departm^t 
were fully qualified to deal with questions of culture, packing, grading 



i26o Agricultural Conditions on ist March, [mar., 


and marketing, and their advice on tliese matters was often sought. 
The question of obtaining statistics concerning the home production 
of tomatoes was engaging the attention of the Ministry, but the diffi- 
culties of obtaining data were very great. He understood that weekly 
returns of the imports of tomatoes could be obtained on application to 
the Commissioners of Customs and Excise. (3rd March, 1920.) 

Potash Imports from Germany. — In reply to questions by Sir R. 
Cooper, the President of the Board of Trade stated that no import 
licences were required for the importation into this country of potash 
from Germany. Certain quantities of potash salts had been received 
from Germany by His Majest3^’s Government as part payment for food 
supplied to Germany. They were taken over from the British Govern- 
ment by the British Potash Company for resale under the authority of 
the Potash Distribution Committee, which was set up to regulate the 
prices and conditions of sale. Maximum prices to consumers had been 
fixed, and the profits of the British Potash Company were limited to 
I per cent, of the gross turnover of the contract plus one-third 
of an}^ further profit, the remaining two-thirds reverting to the 
Government. 

He further stated that he did not know an^^thing about the commer- 
cial importation of potash. No import licences were required, but in 
so far as we receive such potash in payment from German}’' tlie British 
Government is bringing it in, (16th February 1920.) 


The monthly crf)p report of the Ministry on, ist March was as 
follows : — The mild and generall}’' ary weather of February was very 
favourable for field work, but in some districts 
Agricultural Conditions in the north and west ploughing was cliccked 
in England and Wales by rains. On the whole, how* ever, very good 
on 1st March. progress was made with cultivation, and this 
work is much more forward than is usual at 
tlie beginning of March. Sjmng sowing has been begun early and large 
areas have alread}^ been sown in the south and east. Autumn-sown 
crops have improved and, except for beans in some districts, are forward. 
Wlieat is healtlty and vigorous and a full plant, and winter oats and 
beans are ve^ promising. It is estimated that there has been a con- 
siderable falling off in the area sown with wheat up to ist March as 
compared with the area sowai at the corresponding date last year. 
Probably from one-fourth to one-third of the wheat will need a top- 
dressing in the spring. 

Seeds are very variable ; where there is a good plant the crop has 
done well, but thin crops are common in practically all districts, and 
man 3^ fields have been ploughed up. 

Ewes are in very fair condition. In the south-west, where lambing 
is now general, the fall of lambs is satisfactory, and losses have been 
few. In other parts of the country lambing in general is only just 
beginning, but so far the fall of lambs has been about the average and 
prospects are favourable. 
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The mild weather has been beneficial to live stock, and they have 
improved during February in some districts, though they are frequently 
in poor condition. Keep is still scarce but is lasting out better than 
was anticipated. 

There is practically no change in the labour situation. In nearly all 
districts there are sufficient men available, but many are unskilled, and 
more trained horsemen and cattlemen are required, 


PrIOM of Ground Basic Slagr* — In consideration of the increase in 
the cost of production, and of the higher railway rates which have now 
to be paid on the raw materials, fuel, bags. 

Official Notices. etc., the Ministry has authorised basic slag 
makers to withdraw the rebates of 25., 35., and 
4s. per ton previously allowed for deliveries made during March, 
April, and May, respectively. 

The agreed maximum prices for ground basic slag delivered in 
March, April and May, 1920, will, therefore, be the same as those ruling 
from I st September, 1 91 9, to 29tli February, 1 920. In all other respects 
the prices and conditions of sale amnounced in the notice F.P. .^93 /S.i ♦ 
remain in force until 31st May, 1920. 

Advisory Commlttoo on Steam Cultivation and Threshing.— The 

Ft. Hon. the I.ord Lee of Fareham, G.B.E., K.C.B., Minister of Agri- 
culture and Fisheries, has appointed a Standing Committee to advise 
the Ministry on all questions affecting the steam cultivation and steam 
threshing industries in England and Wales. The Committee will be 
constituted as follows : Mr. H. L. French, O.B.E , one of the Assistant 
Secretaries of the Ministry (Chairman) ; Mr. John Allen, O.B.E. (Vice- 
Chairman) ; Mr. A. M. Cole ; Mr. F. M. Elgar ; Mr. Pearce Ellis ; 
Mr. James Falconer, M.B.E. ; Mr. Percy Grundy ; Mr. J. N, C. Bay, 
and Mr. George Thurlow. 

The Secretary of the Committee is Mr. C. S. Good (Ministry of Agri- 
culture and Fisheries, 72, Victoria Street S.W. t), to whom all com- 
munications should be addressed. 

Foot-and-Mouth Diaaasc. — Since the issue of last month's Journal, 
outbreaks of Foot and-Mouth Disease have been confirmed in two fresh 
centres, namely : — 

Gloucestershire and Worcestershire. — The first outbreak in this District 
was confirmed 011 the 12th Fcbruar\^ at Leckhampton, near Cheltenham. 
The usual Order prohibiting the movement of animals over a wude area 
was issued on the same day. These restrictions have been considerably 
modified. Unfortunately, on tlie 27th February, an outbreak occurred 
on premises at Ripple, near Tewkesbury, about 15 miles to the north 
of Leckhampton, which necessitated the re-imposition of the entire 
prohibition of movement over an area covering a radius of about seven 
miles around these premises. No further outbreaks in this District have 
occurred since that date. 

See this Journal, June, 1919, P* 337 * 
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Oxfordshire and Buckinghamshir e.~Oxi the 15th February Foot-and* 
Mouth Disease was oonfinned on four separate premises in this District, 
namely : — two near Thame (Oxon), one at Bicester (Oxon)» and one at 
Luggershall (Bucks). Further outbreaks were confirmed on the iSth 
February, near Bicester (Oxon), on the 21st February at Luggershall, 
on the 22nd February at Wendover (Bucks), on the 23rd February at 
Merton (Oxon), on tlie 26th February at Summerton (Oxon), and on the 
27th February near Wendover (Bucks), making ten outbreaks in all in 
this District to date. It has been ascertained that all these outbreaks 
are connected with one another, but no origin has been discovered for 
the initial case. The usual Order prohibiting the movement of animals 
was issued on Sunday, the 15th February. These restrictions have 
since been modified as regards the Outer parts of the Scheduled District. 

All restrictions on the movement of animals imposed in connection 
with the outbreaks in Bedfordshire, Northumberland, Flintshire, 
Lancashire, and Wiltshire have been withdrawn, anch the restrictions 
in Devonshire have been reduced to a very small area around Bow. 

Rabies. — ^The only events worthy of mention during the past month 
are as follows : — A case of Rabies was confirmed (on the 1 8th February) 
in a dog which was in quarantine on veterinary premises at Hersham, 
Surrey. This dog had been placed in quarantine on account of its 
having been bitten by the rabid dog condemned in the case confirmed 
at Addlestone on the 13 th January. 

The extent of the area subject to the Orders of the Minister relating 
to the muzzling and control of dogs in South Wales was considerably 
reduced as from the loth March, and the more stringent restrictions 
applicable to the Inner Controlled Area apply only to two small Areas 
in the neighbourhood of Cardiff and Bridgend. 

January Journal : irrata. — On p. 997, lines 8 and 9, in the passage 
in the article on Warble Fly describing the most, effectual method of 
exterminating the insects, for beginning early in May and continuing 
during June, July, and August," read “ beginning in February or March, 
and continuing during April, May and June." 

Fig. 2 illustrates the fully-grown state of the maggot, and the 
reference on p. 996, line 28, should, therefore, be transferred to line 33. 


ADDITIONS TO THE LIBRARY. 

Agriculture, General and Miscellaneous — 

Mariiny J, N. — Botany for Agricultural Stuvients. (First Edition). 
( 5^5 PP«) New York : J. Wiley & Sons ; London : Chapman & Hall, 
1919. izs. 6 d, net. [58(02).] 

England and WaleSy Memoirs of the Geological Survey, — Explanation 
of Sheet 154 : The Geology of the Country around Lichfield. (30a pp.) 
London, 1919. 95. net. [55 : 

Harper Adams Agricultural Co^ege,^Pre 8 ent Dav Difficulties in Agricul* 
tural Production. (4 pp.) [Paper read before the Shropshire 
Chamber of Agriculture, November 29th, I9X9«] [63'6o4(a).] 
University of Leeds. — ^No. 109 : — ^Ploughing out of Grass Land. (27 pp.) 
Leeds, I 9 I 9 « [ 63 ‘i 9 l 0 

Sowerby, J. E., and Johnson, C, P . — British Wild Flowers. (lfi8 pp. 
+ 1600 figures in colours.) London ; J. £. Sowerby, Mead Place, 
Lambeth, i860, [58.19.] 
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Univetsiiy of Leeds, — ^No. I12 : — Report on Tests of Varieties of Wheat, 
igiO-igig. (16 pp.) Leeds, 1^19. [63.311(04).] 

Hoagland^ D, R , — -Relation of Nutrient Solution to Composition and 
Reaction of Cell Sap of Barley. (8 pp.) (Reprinted for private 
circulation from the " Botanical Gazette,'* Vol. Ixviii., No. 4. October, 

1919.) [63.113O 

Horticulture— 

Spain f Ministerio de Fomento, Minas y Montes, — La poda de los agrios 
(The Pruning of Orchards). (16 pp.) Madrid, 1919. [63.41-1 95*] 

Pbuit DiaeAset — 

India Board of Agriculture, — Proceedings of the Second Meeting of 
Mycological Workers in India, 1919. (68 pp.) Calcutta, igig, is, 

net. [63.292(54).] 

Live Stock— 

Barton, F, T.— The Cottager's Pig. (63 pp.) London : Jarrolds, 1919. 
2S. 6 d, [63.64(02).] 

Powell, E, J , — History of the Smitlifield Club from 1 798 to 1 900. (1 68 pp.) 

London ; Smithfield Gub, 1902. [63.70(06).] 

Pearl, Raymond . — The Seasonal Distribution of Swine Breeding. 
[Reprinted from “The Scientific Monthly," September, 1918. (pp. 244 
to 231.)] [63.64(04).] 

Oairyinff and Food, General— 

Starling, E, H, — ^Tlie Feeding of Nations : A Study in Applied Physiology. 
(146 pp.) London : Longmans, Green & Co., 1919. 55. net. 
[31 ; 612.39.] 

Canada Department of Agriculture, — Report of the Proceedings of 
Dominion Dairy Conference held at Ottawa, 25th-28th November, 

1918. (115 pp.) Ottawa, 1919* [63.70(06).] 

Veterkiarj Science 

University of Leeds, — ^No. in Contagious Abortion in Cows. (4 pp.) 
Lecis, 1919* [619*2(0).] 

Birds, Poultry and Bees— 

University of Leeds, — -No. no: — Poultry Keeping. (15 pp.) Leeds, 

1919. [63.651(04).] 

Brown, E. T. — ^Ducks, Geese and Turkeys. (123 pp.) [Smallholder 
Library, No. 13.] London; C. A. Pearson, 1918. is. 6d. net. 
[63*657 ;/3*652 ; 63,658.] 

Forestry— 

Somerville, W , — Some Problems of Re-afiorestation. (13 pp.) London : 
John Murray, 1919, td, net. [63.49(04).] 

Bofineering;— 

Clayton, C. H, J, — I^nd Drainage from Field to Sea. (192 pp.) London : 

Offices of " Country Life,” 1919. 65. net, [63.14(02),] 

History of the Navigation of the Port of King’s Lyn and of Cambridge ; 
also the History and the Present State 01 Draining in the Bedford 
Ivevel. Illustrated with Maps. (148 pp.) London : L. Davis & C. 
Reymers, 1766. [63.14(02).] 

Bcooomic 

Spain, Ministerio de Eomento. — Estatuto de la Mutualidad Nacional 
del Seguro Agropecuario. (16 pp.) Madrid, 1919, [368.5.] 

Hibbard, B, H. — Effects of the Great War upon Agriculture in the 
United States and Gieat Britain. (232 pp.) New York and London : 
Cbcford University Piess, 1919. [63(73) .* 63(08),] 

Eve, Sir H. Trustram, — State Control and Agriculture. (113-151 pp.) 

[““ Journal of Farmers' Club," December, 1919.] 6 d. net. [338.99,] 

Selley, E, — Village Trade Unions in Two Centuries. (183 pp.) London : 
George Allen & Unwin, I9i9- 4^- [33iJ 
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SELECTED CONTENTS OF PERIODICALS- 

Hbrticultnre— 

Les Plantes m^dicinalos^ Valenciennes, ( Jom\crAgric«. 

Prat., 7th August, 1919*) [63.348.] 

Uber die Zusammensetzung von Gemuse uad Gemiiseabfall, M. F. von- 
Schleinitz, (Landw. Jahrb., LIT. Bd., Hefte 2 & 5, 1918.) [63,51 (o4)*J 

Plant Diseases— 

Burgundy Mixtures and other Copper Sprays, G, T. Spinks, (Ann. Rep.^ 
Agric. and Hort. Research Sta., Long Ashton, 1918.) [63.295.! 

Silver Leaf Disease, III. (Including Obs^vations upon +06 Injection ol 
Trees with Antiseptics), F. T, Brooks and M, A, Barley, (Jour. Agric* 
Sci., September, 1919.) [63.24-41.] 

Silver I.eat Disease, /. Btnfner (Roy. Bot. Gard., Kew, Bull. Nos. 6 and 7^ 
I 9 r< 5 -) [63.24.41.1 

The Fungicidal Properties of Certain Spray. fluids, II, /. V. Eyre^ E, S, • 
Salmon and L. R. Wormald. (Jour. Agric. Sci., &»pteiuber, 1919.^ 

[63-2950 

Skin Spot Disease of Potato 3 'ubers (caused by Oospora p 74 stulans), 

Nesl (Roy. Bot. Gard., Kew, Bull. No. 8, 19x9.) [63,24.) 

Note on Striped Pine Caterpillar (Trachea pimperda), (Tijd. NecL 
Heidcmaatschappij, October, 1919.) [63.27.J 

Versuchc mit Saatschutzmitteln, H, C. Muller and E. Molz, (Landw* 
Jahrb., LIT. Bd., Heft i, 1918.) [63. 29^.] 

The Anatomy of the Head and Mouth Parts of Psvlla mali^ the Al>ple 
Sucker, /i. J, Grove, (Parasitology, October, 1919-) [63.27.] 

Rhizoctonia Disease, or Stem Rot, on Potatoes, D.G, O'Brien, (Scott* 
Jour. Agnc., October. 19x9). [6] j.] 

A Dry Method of Treating Seed Wh^*at for Bunt, G. P, Darnell Smith 
and H, Ross. (Agric. Gaz., N.S. Wales, October, 1919-) [63.24.] 

Lhre Stock— • 

Uber Chenopodiaceen als Nahnmgsmittel, besonders viber die als Mel den 
bekannten Arten von Chenopodium und Atnplex. Kin Betrag zur 
Frage dcr Venvendung der peruanischen Reismclde, Chenopodium 
Quinoa, Dr. F. W. Bach. (Landw. Jahrb., Lit. Bd., Heft 3, 1918.) 
[63.259 , 03.604(a).] 

The Nututive Value of Feeding Stulls, /. Alan Murray. (Scienco 
Progress, Ociobei, i<ji 9,) [612.594.] 

Pi'oblems of Animal Breeding, /, A. S. Watson. (Scott. Jour. Agric. > 
October, 19TO.) [63.603.] 

Scottish Pure-Bred Live Stock. I. — Aberdeen -Angus Cattle, James R, 
Barclay. (vSeott. Jour. Agric., October, 1919.) [63 62.] 

The Use of Poppy Seed Cake as a Cattle Food and its Effect on Yield of 
Milk and Composition of the Butter Fat, H. E, Annetl and J. N, Seu,. 
(Jour. Agric. Sci., October, 1919,) [63.604(a).] 

Dif Kunitliche' Trocknung und Verfhttcrung der Brenncssel, O. Fischmann,. 

(Deutsche I^dw. Presse, 20th August, 1919.) [63.604(a).] 

Sesbania — A Feeding Stuff from South Africa. (Bull. Imp. Inst., Vol* 
XVII., No. 2, April- June, 1919.) [63.604(a).] 

The Seed-Crushing Industry, /. W. Pearson. (Jour. Roy. Soc. Arts,. 

12th December, 1919.) [63.&4(a) ; 664.3.] 

Die Strohaufschliessung nach dem Becknuinnschen Verfahren. 1 . — 
Einfluss der Aufschliessungszeit auf den Umfang der N&lirwertscr* 
schhessung. G. FingerlingtxaAK. Schmidt. (Land. Versuchs-Statiatwa,. 
Band XCIV., Heft 3 and 4, 1919.) [63.604 (a).] 


^P6hl Motorpfliige. (Deutsche Landw. Presse, 27th August, X 9 X 9 ») 

[63.175-3 ^ ^ ^ 

Hand Broadcasting Machine, Hofmann. (Deutsche Landw. Presse^ 
29th October, 1919.) [63.17(04).] 

Economics— 

Zur Entwicklung der Landarbeiterlohne in Preussen, Dr, W, 

(Landw. Jahrb. HI. Band. Heft 4. 1919.) [331 . 1 
Costs of Production and Horse Labour, H, W, Carlton, Qou 
Agents* Soc„ November, 19x9.) [338.58.] m 
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